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PREFACE. 

TH  E  year  of  which  we  treat  was  fo  abundant 
in  miUtary  event,  that  if  all  other  memorials 
of  the  fame  nature  were  loft,  it  might  afford  no  very 
imperfedl  tranfcript  of  the  art  of  modern  war  in  all 
its  forms,  whether  by  fea  or  by  land.  Though  we 
are  not  aftonilhed  by  the  appearance  of  fuch  im- 
menfe  armies  as  have  fo  often  defolated  the  old 
world,  nor  by  thofe  adlions  which  have  in  a  day 
decided  the  fate  of  nations  and  empires,  we  fee  as 
vaft,  though  lefs  concentrated,  operations  of  war, 
condudled  upon  its  moft  fcientific  principles.  When 
taken  in  a  general  view,  the  combination  of  its  de- 
tached parts  forms  a  great  whole,  whether  confi- 
dered  with  refped:  to  a(flion  or  confequence.  We 
fee  the  war  rage,  nearly  at  the  fame  time,  in  the 
countries  on  both  fides  of  the  North  River,  on  the 
Chefapeak,  in  South  Carolina,  the  Floridas,  North 
Carolina,  Virginia,  the  Weft  Indies,  the  American 
and  Weft  Indian  feas.  Through  this  arrangement, 
in  part  fortuitous  and  in  part  the  effedl  of  defign, 
we  are  prefentcd  with  a  number  of  the  beft-con- 
du<fted  and  fevereft  a<5tions  recorded  in  hiftory.  We 
behold,  in  ^n  unhappy  contention  between  Eng- 
hfhmen,  the  greateft  exertions  of  military  fkill,  a 
valour   which  can  neyer  be  exceeded,  and  all  the 
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perfedion  of  difcipline  exhibited  on  the  one  iide, 
and  oppofed  on  the  other  by  an  unconquerable  re- 
folution  and  perfeverance,  Infpired  and  fupported  by 
the  enthuiiafm  of  hberty. 

If  the  foldier  finds  abundant  matter  of  entertain- 
ment and  obfervation  in  the  recital  of  thefe  events, 
the  ilatefman  and  philofopher  will  not  find  lefs 
room  for  ferious  contemplation  in  the  caufes  and 
confequences  of  the  contention.  They  have  led  to 
the  eftablifhment  of  a  new  epocha  in  the  hiftory  of 
mankind;  they  have  opened  the  way  to  new  fyf- 
tems  of  policy ;  and  to  new  arrangements  of  power 
and  of  commerce.  To  the  whole  Britiih  nation, 
however  difperfed  in  the  old  or  in  the  new  world, 
every  part  of  the  hiflory  of  this  contention,  in  all 
its  circumftances  and  confequences,  muft  at  all 
times  be  in  the  highefl:  degree  interefting. 

It  would  be  trefpaffing  too  far  on  the  indulgence 
of  the  public,  to  trouble  them  with  any  detail  of 
the  unavoidable  and  unfortunate  interruptions  which 
have  occafioned  the  delay  of  our  prefent  publication. 
We  confole  ourfeives  in  the  hope,  that  thofe  caufes 
will  not  appear  in  any  degree  to  have  operated  with 
refped  to  the  attention  which  we  have  paid  to  a 
faithful  difcharge  of  our  duty  in  the  condu<5t  of  the 
Hiftory.  The  happy  return  of  the  public  tran-» 
quility  will,  by  lefTening  our  labours,  enable  us  to 
recover  our  former  flation  in  point  of  publication. 
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IlefrofpeSiiue --Oieiv  of  affairs  in  Eurcpe  in  the  year  1 780.  Ad?niral  Geary 
appointed  to  the  ccmmand  of  the  channel  fleet  on  the  death  of  Sir  Charles 
Hardy.  E«Jl  and  Weft  Ir.dia  con'voy  tal::n  by  the  combined  fleets,  and 
tarried  into  Cadiz.  Lofs  fujlained  by  the  ^ebec  fleet.  Admiral  Geary 
rcfigns,  and  is  fucceeded  by  Admired  Dir by.  HI.  dc  Guichen  arri-ves  at 
Cadiz,  and  the  French  fleets  return  to  France.  Great  gallantry  difplayed 
in  'Various  engagements  bit-wegn  Britifo  and  French  frigates.  Si:ge  of 
Giiraltur.  Spanijh  firefiips  dcjlroyed.  Succefs  of  General  Elliot  in  de' 
Jlroying  the  en:7ny's  ijoorks.  ^.een  of  Portugal  refufes  to  accede  to  the 
armed  nfutrcdty.  Germa?iy.  Eledion  of  the  Archauke  Maximilian  to 
the  coadjutorjjjip  of  Cologne  and  IVLtnfer,  oppofed  in  wain  by  the  King  of 
Prujfa.  Corrcfpondeuee  betnveen  the  King  and  the  Eleiior  of  Cologne  on 
the  fubjefi.  Meeting  of  the  Emperor  and  the  Emprefs  of  Rujjia,  at  Mo- 
hilozv  in  Poland.  Proceed  together  to  Peterjburgh.  King  of  S'Lueden 
*vifts  Holland,  Death  of  the  Emprefs  ^leen,  and  feme  account  cf  thai 
'great  princefs.  ^teficn,  by  torture,  abolijhed  for  e-uer  by  the  French 
king.  Great  reform  of  his  houjkold.  Loans  negociated  by  the  court  of 
Madrid.  Public  and  pri-vaie  contributions  to  relienje  the  exigencies  of  the 
fate.  Humanity  cf  the  BiJJjop  of  Lugo.  Duke  of  Modena  aboliJl:es  the 
Jnquiflion  in  his  dominii^ns, 

THE    death  of   Sir   Charles  ty  with  refpefi  toaprop^rcomman- 
Hardy,  about  the  middle  of  der,  who  would  undertake  the  im- 
May  1780,  occafionedfomcdifficul-  portent  charge  of  the  channel  fleet. 
Vol.  XXIV.  {A]                                          as 
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as  the  difcontents  which  had  folong 
prevailed  in  the  nuvy,  kept  feverat 
of  our  bell  officers  from  the  fervice. 
To  remove  this  difficulty,  Admi- 
ral Geary,  an  experienced  officer, 
but  who,  like  his  pre  leccfibr,  had 
for  many  years  retired  from  aftual 
fervice,  was  prevailed  on  to  aban- 
don his  retreat,  and  to  enter  a- 
new  into  the  adive  duties  of  his 
profeffion. 

He  failed  from  Spithead  pretty 
early  in  June,  with  23  fail  of  the 
line,  feveral  of  which  were  capital 
Ihips,  and  was  joined  during  his 
cruize  by  five  or  fix  more.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  French  fl?et  from 
Breft  had,  according  10  a  cuitom 
now  becoming  annual,  formed  a 
junftion  with  the  Spani.irds  at  Ca- 
diz ;  by  which  the  allied  nations 
acquired  fuch  a  fuperiority,  at 
lealt  in  point  of  number,  (chough 
with  refped  to  real  force  and  con 
dition  it  might  pverhaps  have  ad- 
mitted of  fome  doubt)  as  aftbrded 
them  the  apparent  dominion  of  the 
European  leas. 

Admiral  Geary  had  the  fortune, 
in  the  beginning  of  July,  to  fall 
in  with  a  rich  convoy  trom  Port 
au  Prince,  of  which  he  took  twelve 
merchantmen ;  but  a  thick  and 
fudden  fog  checked  his  fuccefs, 
and  along  with  the  nearnefs  and 
danger  of  the  enemy's  coail,  af- 
forded an  opportunity  to  the  rell, 
as  well  as  to  the  Ihips  of  war  by 
whom  they  were  guarded,  to  make 
their  efcape.  It  happened  unfor- 
tunately, that  the  fati>fa(^ion  af- 
forded by  this  fmall  fuccefs  was 
foon  overwhelmed  and  loll,  in  the 
contemplation  of  one  of  the  hea- 
vieft  blows  that  ever  had  been  fuf- 
tained  by  the  Britifh  commerce. 

But  before  this  event  took  place, 
the  naval  commanders  having  re- 


ceived intelligence,  that  a  detach- 
ed fquadron  of  French  and  Spanilh 
ihips  of  war,  under  the  condud  of 
M.  de  Beaull'ct,  were  cruizing  on 
the  coaits  of  Spain  and  Portugal, 
the  fquadron  proceeded  to  the 
fouthward,  at  leall  to  the  height 
of  Cape  Finiilerre,  in  the  hope  of 
intercepting  the  enemy. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  rich  snd 
confiderable  convoy  for  the  Eaft 
and  Weft  Indies,  under  the  con- 
duft  of  Capt.  Moutray  of  the  Ra- 
millics,  and  two  or  three  frigates, 
failed  from  Portfmouth  in  the  lat- 
ter end  of  July,  and  were  inter- 
cepted, on  the  9th  of  Auguft,  by 
the  combined  Heets,  under  Don 
Louis  de  Cordova.  The  convoy 
included,  beiidea  the  merchant- 
men, eighteen  viftuallers,  ftore- 
fl)ips,  and  tranfports,  deftined  for 
the  fervice  in  the  Weft  Indies  ;  one 
of  thele  was  of  particular  import- 
ance, being  laden  with  tents  and 
camp  equipage,  for  the  troops  de- 
li£;ned  for  adlive  fervice  in  the 
jjceward  Iflands.  The  five  Eaft 
indiamen,  likewife,  befides  arms, 
ammunition,  and  a  train  of  artil- 
lery, conveyed  a  large  quantity  of 
naval  ftores,  for  the  fupply  of  the 
Kritiih  fquadron  in  that  quarter. 
The  five  Eaft  India  (hips,  and 
above  fifty  Weil  Indiamen,  in- 
cluding thofe  upon  government 
account,  were  taken.  The  Ra- 
miilies,  with  the  frigates,  and  a 
few  Weft  India  fhips,  had  the  for- 
tune to  efcape. 

Such  a  prize  had  never  before 
entered  the  harbour  of  Cadiz.  An 
Englifh  f^eet  of  near  fixty  fhips, 
led  captive  by  a  Spanifh  fquadron, 
was  extremely  flattering  to  a  peo- 
ple, to  whom  naval  captures,  from 
fuch  an  enemy,  were  an  unufual 
fpe(flacle.     All  their  antient  lofTes, 
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all  the  infults  which  their  coafts, 
and  that  city  and  port  in  particu- 
lar) had  formerly  endured,  feemed 
now,  at  one  itroke,  lo  be  done 
away. 

The  appearance  of  the  nume- 
rous prilbncrs,  confiding  of  all 
orders  and  cienominacion?,  and  re- 
fembling  more  the  various  inhabi- 
tants of  a  facked  city,  than  the 
ordinary  crcsvs  of  a  fleet,  feemed 
to  render  even  the  triumph  more 
complete,  and  made  the  fight  ftill 
more  fingular.  They  conliiled  of 
1^20  feamen,  including  their  pro- 
per cfHcers ;  of  1255  foldiers,  part 
in  the  fervice  of  the  crown,  and 
part  in  that  of  the  Eaft  India  com- 
pany ;  of  74  land  officers  ;  of  149 
women  ;  and  of  137  paflengers,  of 
both  fexes,  among  whom  were 
fome  married  and  unmarried  ladies 
of  condition.  The  whole  amount- 
ing to  2865  perfons.  The  value 
of  the  fale.ible  commodities  was 
great  ;  but  the  Infs  of  the  military 
and  naval  fupplies,  both  to  go- 
vernment and  the  Enll  India  com- 
pany,  was  much  more  confidera- 
ble,  as  they  could  not  be  replaced 
^n  time  :  and  it  was  rendered  the 
more  particularly  unfortunate  to 
the  laitet,  by  the  then  very  criti- 
c.il  (1  hough  in  Europe  yet  un- 
known) tlate  of  their  affairs  in  the 

About  the  fnme  time  an  account 
was  received  of  the  lofs  of  a  great 
part  of  the  valuable  outward  bound 
Quebec  fleet,  which  was  intercept- 
ed off  the  banks  of  Newfoundland, 
in  the  beginning  of  July,  by  fome 
American  privateers.  Some  of 
thefe  vefTels  were  retaken  ;  but 
about  fourteen  rich  (liips  were 
carried  entirely  olT. 

Thele  heavy  lofles,  which,  in 
ffeeir  nearer  or  more  remote  confc- 


qnenccs,  afteded  all  orders  of 
people,  fpread  a  general  gloom 
throughout  the  nation.  That 
difiaiisfadlion  which  had  long  pre- 
vailed among  many^  with  refpecft 
to  the  condudl  and  government  of 
the  navy,  now  became  general, 
and  was  loudly  vented  in  clamour 
and  reproach.  As  the  combined 
fleets  were  known  to  be  at  Cidiz, 
and  their  putting  to  fea  anxioufly 
apprehended,  it  was  alked,  why 
the  convoy  was  thrown  into  their 
mouths,  by  fending  it  fo  clofe  to 
the  coall  of  Spain  ?  Or  if  there 
had  been  any  necelTity  for  fending 
it  that  courfe,  (which  was,  how- 
ever denied)  why  was  it  not  better 
guarded  ?  Why  truft  fo  immenfe 
a  property,  and  of  fuch  peculiar 
importance,  to  a  fingle  man  of  war 
and  two  frigates  ?  Could  the  weft- 
ern,  or  grand  fleet,  as  it  was  called, 
have  been  better  employed,  than 
in  guarding  fo  valuable  a  convoy 
till  it  was  out  of  danger  ? 

When  to  thefe  quelHons  it  was 
anfwered,  that  the  caafe  of  tha 
convoy's  taking  that  courfe,  was 
in  order  to  accommodate  the  mer- 
chants, and  the  Baft  India  compa- 
ny, v.'ho  wanted  to  tahe  in  wines 
at  Madeira  ;  it  was,  in  the  firll 
place,  replied,  that  it  was  by  no 
means  necelfary  to  fleer  fo  clofe  to 
the  continent  of  Europe,  in  order 
to  touch  at  Madeira  ;  as  there  was, 
not  a  force  fuflicient  for  the  pro- 
teflicn  of  the  convoy,  the  courfe 
iTiould  have  been  varied,  and  fuit- 
ed  to  the  emergency  and  danger. 
But  it  was  infilled,  that  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  merchants,  in 
fo  very  trifling  a  particular,  was 
by  no  means  to  be  admitted  as  a 
reafon  for  touching  at  all  at  Ma- 
deira, when  fo  great  a  prize  was  at 
ftjke,  and  its  fafety  thereby  in  any 
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degree  hazarded.  The  merchants 
might  have  provided  their  wines 
in  another  manner.  They  were 
no  politicians.  The  confideration 
of  fuch  matters,  belonged  proper- 
ly  and  folely  to  the  minilters  at 
large,  and  to  the  admiralty  in 
particular.  They  poflelTed,  or 
ought  to  pofTei's,  fuperior  political 
knowlec'ge,  and  they  had  all  the 
means  of  information  fully  in 
their  hands.  Itvv.'as  their  buiinefs 
and  diuy,  in  all  foch  cafes,  to 
cure  the  ignorance,  or  to  corredl 
the  felhfhnefs  of  the  merchants. 
Such  were  a  few  of  the  topics  ufed 
at  that  time  upon  the  fubje(fl. 
.  „       Upcn  the  return  of  the 

^"S;  '^- fleet  ro  Porifrr.outh,  Ad- 
^T^'^-  miral  Geary  chofe  lo  re- 
fign  the  command.  The  foriiicr 
difficulty  again  recurred.  It  was 
offered  to  Admiral  Barrington, 
who  had  been  his  fecond  upon  the 
late  cruize,  and  of  vvhofe  abilities 
every  body  was  convinced.  From 
whatever  caufe  or  caufes  it  pro- 
ceeded, that  thofe  profefiionyl  ho- 
nours and  difiinftions,  which  at 
all  other  times  had  been  emuloufly 
fought  after,  and  even  grafped  at 
with  the  utmolt  avidity,  v<-ere  now 
avoided,  fo  it  was,  that  that  brave 
and  excellent  officer  declined  the 
command.  He,  however,  oifered 
his  fffvice?,  to  afl],ft  and  fecond 
whoever  fhould  be  appointed.  In 
tbefe  circuml'tances,  it  was  bellow- 
ed on  Admiral  Darby,  who  flood 
next  in  rank  to  Mr.  Barrington. 

The  grand  fleet  failed  again,  a 
little  before  the  middle  cf  Sep- 
tember, but  was  detained  by  con- 
trary winds  for  foroe  time  at  Tor- 
bay.  In  the  mean  time,  (as  we 
fhall  hereafter  more  fully  explnin) 
the  Count  de  Guichen,  inflead  of 
(lireding  his  courfe  from  the  Weft 


Indies  to  America,  as  had  been 
cxpefled  and  intended,  found  his 
fliips  fo  fhatiered,  and  his  crews  fo 
extremely  fickly,  that  he  judged  it 
neceflary,  to  proceed  direftly,  with 
the  great  convoy  under  his  charge, 
to  Europe.  It  is  probable,  that 
his  apprehenfion  of  falling  in  with 
the  Briti(h  fleet,  was  the  motive 
of  his  dire£\ing  his  courfe  to  Ca- 
diz, where  he  arrived  towards  the 
latterend  ofOftober,  with  eighteen 
fail  of  the  line,  and  feveral  fri- 
gates. There  he  found  M.  de 
Eilaign,  with  a  large  fleet,  in  rea- 
dinefs  to  receive  and  conduct  him 
and  his  convoy  to  the  French 
ports.  The  French  united  fleet 
was  now  numerous  ;  amounting 
to  thirty-fix  fail  of  the  line,  two 
nfties,  and  a  cloud  of  frigate?. 
Notwithftanding  which,  as  the 
Britifh  fleet  under  Admiral  Darby, 
was  now  knov;n  to  be  in  the  way, 
the  Spaniards  condudled  them  al- 
mofi  as  far  as  Cape  Finifterre.  It 
is  indeed  faid,  that  all  the  enemies 
fleets  were  in  very  bad  condition  j 
and  that  thofe  which  had  fcarcely 
gone  out  of  fight  of  Cadiz  during 
the  campaign,  had  little  mere  to 
boaii  of  in  that  .'•efpe<51:,  than  the 
iliips  which  had  gene  through  fo 
much  hard  fervice  with  Guichen 
in  the  Weft  Indies. 

After  being  driven  back  into 
port,  by  a  ftorm  which  threw  them 
into  the  greatcft  diforder,  and 
which  rendered  their  condition 
ftill  worfe,  the  French  took  their 
final  departure  from  Cadiz,  on  the 
-rih  of  November,  What  would 
in  other  times  and  circumftances 
have  been  fatal,  now  produced  no 
effect  ;  this  was  no  lefs,  than  their 
falling  in,  after  the  feparation  of 
the  Spanilh  fleet,  with  Admiral 
Darby,     But   his  force  amounted 

only 


HISTORY     OF     EUROPE. 


[S 


only  to  twenty-two  fail  of  the  line, 
,ind  two  fifcies.  This  great  fupe- 
riority,  as  we  could  not  be  quite 
certain  of  the  ill  condition  of  the 
enemy,  mult  necefiarily  have 
checked  all  well-governed  adven- 
ture. It  has,  however,  been 
thought,  (and  the  opinion  received 
a  confjderable  fanftion,  from  what 
was  held  out  by  the  (irft  lord  of 
the  admiralty  uoon  the  fubjed  in 
parliament)  that  their  condition, 
jn  every  refpecl  confidered,  en- 
cumbered and  divided  as  they 
were  by  their  convoy,  an  attack 
would,  in  all  human  probability, 
have  been  attended  with  the  mod 
decifive  confequences.  It  was  re- 
ported, that  the  holHle  fleets  were 
f  jr  forae  days  fo  near  each  other, 
that  it  was  a  matter  of  fome  care 
and  nicety  to  prevent  their  being 
entangled  in  the  dark,  an  event, 
the  confequences  of  which,  both 
fides  were  equally  ftudious  to 
avoid. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  an 
extraordinary  number  of  well- 
fought  and  defperate  aftions  took 
place,  both  in  the  old  and  the 
new  world,  between  the  Britifh 
and  French  frigates  ;  in  which, 
though  the  former  had  conltantly 
the  advantage  when  upon  equal 
terms,  and  that  the  hitter  were 
frequently  taken  ;  yet  there  were 
fuch  inllances  of  profcfiional  flcill, 
courage,  and  dexterity,  continu- 
ally difplayed  on  the  pirt  of  the 
enemy,  as  were  before^unknown 
in  the  French  marine.  It  is  pro- 
bable, that  no  naval  hiilory  of 
any  age,  could,  in  an  equal  fp.ice 
of  time,  afford  fo  many  inltances 
of  fmgle  combat  between  Ihip  and 
Oiip,  in  which  the  points  of  pro- 
t'eirional  and  national  honour  were 
fo  nobly  fullained,  and  fuch  nu- 


merous afts  of  bravery  performed 
on  both  fides.  It  is  with  fingular 
pleafure,  and  no  fmall  pride,  we 
iikewife  record,  that  in  thefe  hard 
and  bloody  trials  of  virtue,  the 
humanity,  liberality,  and  gene- 
rofity  of  the  Briiilh  officers,  rofe 
in  proportion  to  the  gallantry  of 
their  vanquilhed  enemies,  and  far 
exceeded  all  examples  of  pall 
times.  Indeed,  the  generous  re- 
gret exprefl'cd  ft-r  thofe  who  had 
bravely  fallen,  the  kind  attention 
paid  to  thofe  who  furvived,  and 
the  public  acknowledgements 
made  of  the  valour  of  both,  rather 
excited  images  of  what  we  imagine 
might  have  paffed  in  the  gallant 
contention  of  heroes  at  a  tourna- 
ment, than  of  the  ufual  ferocity 
and  cftuelty  of  war. 

The  fiege  of  Gibraltar  ftill  con- 
tinued. The  blockade  on  the  land 
nde  commenced  in  the  month  of 
July  1779;  ^"'l  the  place  was 
foon  after  invelled  as  clofely  by 
fea,  as  the  nature  of  the  gut,  and 
the  variety  of  the  wind  and  wea- 
ther would  permit.  The  Spani- 
ards Iikewife  laboured  incefTantly 
in  the  conftruc^ion  of  works,  as 
well  for  the  cover  and  fecurity  of 
their  camp  at  St.  Rocque,  as  for 
the  furtherance  of  their  future  in- 
tended operations.  AH  the  capi- 
tal efforts  of  the  Spanilh  nation 
fecmed  to  be  direded  towards  that 
objeft  ;  and  fortunately  it  happen- 
ed for  this  kingdom  they  were  fo 
direfted. 

We  have  feen  in  our  laft  vo- 
lume, the  fignal  fuccefs  which  at- 
tended Sir  George  Rodney,  in  his 
voyage  to  adminillcr  fupplies  to 
that  garrifon  ;  a  fervice  which  he 
cfte£lually  performed.  From  thit 
time  the  vigilance  and  indultrvof 
the  Spaniards,  in  their  endeavour"! 

['^J  3  to 
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to  cut  ofF  all  relief  by  fea,  was  re-  ftantly    manned    all    their   boats; 

doubled  ;  and  the  difRcuhy  of  fup-  and  tlie  officers   and  feamen   with 

plying  the  garrilon  was  continual-  their  ufual   intrepidity,  met,    and 

jy  increafing.      In  the  mean  time,  grappled  the  fire  fliips  ;   and  then, 

the  prefence  of    the  Panther  and  amidll  the  burfling  of  flieils,  and 

ILxperiment  fhips  of  war,  and  of  all   the   horrors  of  a   fcene  which 

a  royal  floop,    which    lay  in    the  tt-emed    with    inftant    deftruc^lion, 

bay,  was  a  grievous  eyefore  to  the  boldly    towed    them    off,   and   run 

enemy  ;    and  greatly  checked  the  them     on     different    parts    of   the 

ardour  of  their  enterprize,  in  at-  ihore.       Thev    had     fcarcely    got 

tempting    to    cut    off,     on     their  clear  of  this  iirft  fsr  of  fire-fhips, 

rearer     approach,     thofe     vefl'eis,  when    two   large  veflVls  were  per- 

which    had    the    fortune   to  eiude  ceived  bearing    down    diredly  on 

their  more  diltant  vigilance.  the  Panther  ;    but    they    were  re- 

A  fcheme  was  accordinaly  laid  ceived  with  fo  fierce  a  cannonade^ 

by    the    Spanifli  commanders,    for  that  they  were  foon  fet  on  fire,  and 

burning  this  little  fquadron,  with  dilpolcd  of  Mce  the  former, 

fome    ordnance    tranfports    which  During  the  whole  time,  a  heavy 

lay  under  their  proteclion.     The  fire  from   the  (liips  and   the  town 

defign    was    not    ill    formed,      A  batteries,  was   kept  up  againft  the 

very  dark  night,  between   the  6th  gallies  and  boats  ;  but  the  darknefs 

and   7th  of  June,  was  fixed   upon  prevented    any  certain   knowledge 

for  the  execution   of   the  projedh  of  the  efieft.     By  the  remains  of 

Seven    fire-ihips  were    excellently  one  of   thofe  vefTds,  which    were 

prepared  for  the  purpofe.      Thefe  examined    in  the  morning,  flie  ap- 

were  fupported  by  a  crowd  of  row  peared  to  have  been  about  the  iize 

boats  and  gallies,  filled  with  men,  of  a  fifty  gun  fliip  ;    and  from  the 

and   with  every   kind  of  oiFenfive  quantity  of  unconfumed  materials 

arms.     At    a    greater  dittance,    a  and  combullibles  which  were  found 

fquadron    of   (hips  of  war,   under  in  that  and  others,  it  was  evident, 

the  Admiral  ,Don  Barcello,  Hood  that     much     labour    and    expence 

off  and  on   at  the  entrance  of  the  were  beflowed    upon    their   fitting 

bay  ;   not  only   to   cover  and  em-  out  and  equipment.       Too  much 

bolden  the  attack,  but  to  intercept  praife  cannot  be  bellowed  on   the 

any    veffels  which    might   attempt  condutl   of  the   Captains  Harvey, 

to  efcape.     The  wind  and  weather  of    the    Panther,     Lfflie,    of    the 

\vere   highly   favourable,    and   the  Enterprize,  and  Faulkner,  of  the 

darknefs  of  the  night  feemed  to  in-  St.     Fermin.      The    mailers     and 

fure  fuccef?.  crews   of  the  tranfports,    (as  upon 

The  Britifh  commanders  had  not  all   other  occafions  of  the  prefent 

the  fmalleit  notice   of   their  dan-  war,    where    the   opportunity   of- 

ger,    until    they   were   alarmed  at  fered)  behaved    admirablv.      The 

one  in   the  morning,  by    the  ap-  undaunted  intrepidity  difplayed  by 

proaching   flames   of  the   burning  the  officers  and  men  in   the  boats, 

fire  fliips.     Without    furprize    or  can  only  be  equalled,   but  can  ne- 

conllernation  at   fo   dangerous    an  ver  be  exceeded,   even   by  Britiih 

appearance,    they,  with    the   moll  feamen. 

immediate  prefence  cf  mind,  in-  The  town  and  /hips  had  the  fa- 

tisfac- 
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tisfaiHion  of  beholding  at  break  of 
day,  Don  Rarcello's  baffled  fqua- 
dron  going  back  into  Algefirar,. 
It  fli  .'uld  furely  be  an  incentive  to 
refoluiion  and  bold  enterprize  to 
learn,  that  not  a  fingle  man  was 
loll  on  the  Britifli  fide,  in  an  affair 
which  carried  fo  dreadful  an  ap- 
pearance. Ic  is  evident,  that  the 
Spaniards,  at  leall  in  the  feven  firft 
fire  (hips,  wanted  refolution  and 
firmnefs  to  bring  their  ve/lels  near 
enough,  before  they  fet  them  on 
fire.  Upon  the  whole,  it  will 
probably  be  found,  that,  except- 
ing fome  very  peculiar  fitiiation, 
or  a  conflift  with  fome  contemp- 
tible enemy,  it  will  require  all  the 
profeffional  boldnefs  and  dexterity, 
and  all  the  natural  fortitude  of 
Britifh  fcamen,  to  manage  fire 
fhips  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  will 
render  them  produdlive  of  any 
great  advantage.  The  fortune  of 
the  Ruflians  at  Chifme,  in  the  late 
war,  will  hardly  be  found  an  ex- 
ception. 

Though  the  Spaniards  laboured 
hard  in  pufhing  on  their  works,  to- 
wards the  fortrefs,  they  had  fre- 
quently the  mortification  of  feeing, 
when  ihcy  were  nearly  compleated, 
the  fruitiof  much  time  and  labour 
dc/lroyed  in  a  few  hours  by  the 
weight  of  fire  from  the  batteries. 
Indeed  it  fcemcd  to  be  nearly  a 
fianding  maxim  v.'ith  Gen.  Elliot, 
to  let  them  proceed  without  inter- 
ruption to  the  point  we  have  men- 
tioned, and  then  at  once  to  throw 
all  their  hopes  to  the  ground. 
Some  judicious  and  fuccefsful  fal- 
lies,  were  likewil'e  occafionaliy, 
though  fparingly,  made  by  the 
garrifon  ;  in  one  of  which,  they 
brought  three  pieces  of  cannon 
into   the    foftrefs,    from    a   work 


which  they  had  taken  with  fome 
fiau!>hter  of  the  enemy. 

Time,  the  leifure  of  a  long 
blockade,  with  the  ccnflant  con- 
templation of  fo  near  an  obje>!l, 
and  the  vexation  of  being  bafiied 
by  a  handful  of  men,  who  feemcd 
almoft  to  be  abandoned  to  their 
own  fortune,  at  length  whetted 
the  invention  of  the  Spaniards  to 
a  projedl,  which  foon  afforded 
much  trouble  to  the  garrifon  ;  and 
in  its  procefs,  produced  the  utter 
deftruftioa  of  the  town,  the  ruin 
of  the  unfortunate  inhabitants,  and 
infinitely  increafed  the  difficulties 
and  dangers  of  the  defence.  This 
was  the  framing  a  number  of  gua- 
boats,  of  a  conflrut^ion  calculated 
to  carry  very  heavy  cannon  and 
mortars,  for  the  purpofe  of  can- 
nonading and  bombarding  the 
town  and  works  in  the  night ; 
whilll  their  own  lownefs,  with  the 
difficulty  of  perceiving,  as  well  as 
of  hitting  the  objed,  preferved 
them,  in  a  very  great  degree,  from 
tlie  fire  of  the  batteries.  The  to- 
tal want  of  a  naval  force  gave  ef- 
fedl  to  this  meafure,  by  difabling 
the  garrifon  from  encountering  the 
enemy  in  their  own  way.  But  its 
being  a  work  of  labour,  time,  and 
experiment,  prevented  the  eftefl 
of  thefe  floating  batteries  from 
being,  until  the  following  year, 
fuliv  experienced. 

While  all  the  reft  of  Europe 
were  entering  into  a  confederacy, 
calculated  for  the  fubverfion  of  the 
Britiih  naval  power,  the  Queen  of 
Portugal  alone,  had  virtue  to  per- 
fevere  in  her  fiiendfliip,  and  re- 
fufed  to  accede  to  the  armed  neu- 
trality. This  rcfufal  was  the  more 
generous  and  exemplary,  as  it  wab 
in  effect  rendering  heifelf  liable  to 
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the  dangerous -weight  of  refent- 
nient,  of  the  whole  united  Houfe 
of  Bourbon,  at  a  time  when  the 
ability  of  England  for  her  pro- 
tetfiicn  became  every  day  more 
precarious. 

It  was  much  to  be  regretted, 
that  this  ffiendfhip  was  in  fome 
degree  weakened,  and  in  danger 
of  being  loll,  through  the  impru- 
dence of  fome  Brrtifli  officers  on 
the  coail  of  Portugal  ;  who,  not 
CCTi  tented  with  the  advantages 
which  they  derived  from  the  free 
ufe  of  her  ports,  and  the  fecurity 
thereby  aiforded  to  their  prizes, 
are  faid  to  have  proceeded  to  equip 
and  fit  out  cruizers  in  the  river  of 
Liibon,  in  order  to  ad  againft  the 
enemy.  This  produced  an  order 
from  that  court,  prohibiting  the 
privateers  of  all  nations  from  en- 
tering her  ports,  excepting  in 
cafes  of  real  and  apparent  necef- 
iity;  and  forbidding  even  then 
their  (lay,  for  any  longer  fime 
than  the  continuance  of  the  ne- 
ceffity. 

A  fcheme  adopted  by  the  court 
of  Vienna,  and  which  was  not 
unfolded  until  this  year,  feems  to 
have  awakened  in  no  fmail  degree, 
the,  perhaps  well  founded,  jca- 
loufy  of  the  Pruffian  monarch. 
This  was  the  making  a  provifion 
for  the  Archduke  Maximilian, 
brother  to  the  emperor,  by  pro- 
curing him  to  be  elefted  coadjutor 
to  the  eleflor  of  Cologne,  in  his 
two  great  and  princely  biifiopricks 
of  Cologne  and  Munilcr,  with  the 
confequent  reverfion  of  the  elec- 
torate annexed  to  the  former.  The 
Prince  Maximilian,  was  already 
foadjutor  of  the  Teutonic  order; 
and  if  he  gained  this  eledion, 
whenever  the  whole  fell  folely 
jnto  his  hands,  he  would,  as  well 


as  great  opulence,  become  pof- 
fefll-d  of  great  weight,  influence, 
and  posver  in  the  empire.  The 
election  lay  in  the  two  chapters, 
and  in  the  reigning  elcSor;  but 
fubjedt  to  his  negative,  as  well  as 
to  his  influence  and  affirmative. 
Both  that  prince,  his  chapters, 
and  even  his  fubjefts  at  large, 
feem  to  have  adopted  the  views, 
and  to  have  been  entirely  in  the 
interalls  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria, 
As  the  eleftion  for  Munlier  was  to 
be  preliminary,  the  Iving  of  Pruf- 
lia  wrote  an  argumentative  letter 
to  that  chapter,  ftrongly  urging 
the  inconveniences  which  would 
refiilt  to  the  empire  from  their 
choice  of  the  Archduke,  ancj 
therefore  endeavouring  by  all 
means  to  perfuade  them  from 
adopting  fo  pernicious  and  dan- 
gerous a  meafure. 

This  buhnefs  likewife  opened  a 
dire«I:l.  correipondence  between  that 
nionarch  and  the  Eleclor  of  Co- 
logne, The  latter,  in  anfwer  to 
a  letter  and  niefTage  (with  the 
particulars  of  which  we  are  not 
otherwife  acquainted)  from  the 
king,  fuppofes,  that  the  court  of 
Vienna  had  already  acquainted 
him  with  the  wifhes  of  the  arch- 
duke, and  had  amicably  intreated 
his  powerful  fupport  in  "his  favour.' 
pie  dwells  much  upohthe  priiicely 
virtues  and  eminent  quaiiiies  of 
the  archduke;  Hates  the  predi- 
leClion  in  bis  favour,  and  confir 
dence  placed  in  him  on  that  ac-r 
count,  by  his  own  chapters  and 
fubjffts.  Declares,  that  it  is  his 
own  wifn,  as  well  as  his  duty,  to 
ellabiifh  the  welfare  and  happiiiefs 
of  his  fubjeds,  as  far  as  lies  in  his 
power;  and  that,  as  he  thinks, 
this  cannot  be  fo  eiT'eftuaily  done 
as  by  the  eleilion  of  the  archduke, 

he 
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he  has,  upon  mature  deliberation, 
determined  on  thatmcafure.  That 
the  right  of  ele(ition  is  lodged  in 
himfeif  and  his  billiopricks  b/  the 
conllitution  of  the  empire  ;  that 
in  the  exercife  of  this  undoubted 
right,  it  fliall  be  conduced  ac- 
cording to  the  ihiflelt  rules  of  a 
free  eleflion  ;  and  that  he  cannot 
at  all  conceive  any  room  tor  ap- 
prehending, that  the  archduke's 
connections,  ihoulJ  render  his  be- 
ing chofen,  at  all  liable  to  en- 
danger the  peace  and  happinefs  of 
the  empire;  the  more  efpeciai'y, 
3s  his  chapters,  and  the  Itatcs, 
were  xlways  confulted,  in  cafes  of 
that  nature  and  great  importance. 

The  king,  in  his  reply,  after 
fully  acknowledging  all  the  vir- 
tues ant!  great  qualities  aitrihutcd 
to  tiie  Prince  Maximilian,  informs 
the  eledor,  with  fome  afperity, 
that  the  court  of  Vienna  had  not 
given  him  the  fmallefl  intimation 
of  its  intentions  with  rcfpeCt  to 
the  coadjutorfhip  of  thofe  two 
bilhopricks,  although  it  had  com- 
municated the  defign  to  other 
courts  and  dates,  which  were 
much  lefs  interefted  in  the  fubjedl. 
He  had  no  objcftion  to  the  elec- 
tion ;  but  he  could  not  be  indif- 
ferent as  to  the  perfon  in  whofe 
hands,  and  under  whofe  govern- 
ment, thefe  bilhopricks  were 
placed.  He  ftrongly  urged  and 
Hated,  the  dangerous  confecjuences 
which  might  arife  to  the  Germanic 
conllitution,  from  the  dignities  of 
two  electorates  being  united  in  the 
Houfe  of  Auflria,  and' an  arch- 
bilhoprick,  with  a  bilhop's  fee,  in 
the  perfon  of  one  of  its  prince?. 
Jt  would  greatly  influence  the  af- 
fairs of  the  empire,  and  render 
thofe  biflioprjcks  too  much  de- 
|)endent.      They    would    be    en- 


tirely governed  by  the  meafures» 
and  their  interefts  v/ould  at  all 
times  be  blended  with  the  views, 
of  the  court  of  Vienna:  they 
would  be  drawn  into  every  feud 
and  war,  and  into  every  political 
difpute,  in  which  the  Houfe  of 
Aultria  might  take  a  part  ;  they 
would  iofe  all  the  confidence  of 
the  neighbouring  Hates,  from  their 
being  confidercd  only  as  provinces 
depending  on  that  houfe. 

The  king  obferved,  that  the 
true  welfare,  liberty,  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  German  epifcopal 
fees,  Mnd  on  whofe  prefervation 
the  conlUtution  of  the  empire 
partly  depended,  rei]uired,  that 
they  fliouid  be  governed  by  pre- 
lates, who  had  no  particular  power 
or  iniereft,  but  what  was  derived 
from  their  bifhopricks.  He  there- 
fore gave  the  preference  greatly 
to  the  chapters  chooiing  bifhops 
from  among  their  own  capitulars, 
rather  than  from  great  and  power- 
ful families.  His  intentions  and 
views,  he  declared,  were  pure  and 
llnccre  ;  he  was  as  far  from  recom- 
mending a  candidate  to  the  chap- 
ters, as  he  would  from  forcing 
one  upon  them.  Inftead  of  vvilh- 
ing  to  limit  the  liberty  of  election, 
he  would,  if  others  attempted  it, 
protect  the  chapters  againlt  intru- 
fions.  Whoever,  in  the  prefent 
inltance,  they  fhould  choofe  out  of 
their  own  body,  would  be  accept- 
able to  him  ;  and  if  they  made  no 
choice,  it  would  be  equally  agree- 
able; as  the  mcder.ite  age  and 
good  health  of  the  ele£tor,  pre- 
vented the  me.ifure  from  bring  at 
all  neceflary.  He  concluded  a  long 
courfc  of  argument,  and  a  maller- 
ly  diicufllon  of  the  fubjcift,  by 
again  repeating,  that  confidering 
the    iituulion    of    nis    dominions, 

parti- 
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particularly  of  thofe  in  tlie  circle         Neither  the   particular  novelty 

of  Weltphalia,    he    could    by    no  of  the  affair,  nor  the  magnificence 

means    be     indifferent    as    to    the  with   which  it  wab,  on  one  fule  at 

«leclion  of  a  prince  to  thofe  biihop-  leaft,  attended,  were  able  to  draw 

ricks,  of  fo    powerful  a  houfe  as  much  of  the  public  attention,   to 

that    of    AuRria.      He    therefore  the    interview    which    took     place 

earneftly  in  created  the  eledor,  not  this  year,  between  the  Emperor  of 

to  be  in  too  great  haftc  in  a  matter  Germany,    and     the    Emprefs    of 

of  fo  much  concern  ^  rather  to  re-  Ruflja.    Tiie  latter  having  accom-. 

confider    the    bufinefs  ;    to  prefer  panied     the     Great     Duke      and 

the  welfare  of  the  empire,  of  his  Duchefs   of  Ruflia,  on   their  way 

circle  and  bifhopricks,  to  all  other  lo  make  the  tour  of  Europe,  pro- 

confideration5  whatever  ;   to  quiet  ceeded,  according  to   the  concert- 

the  minds  of  himfelf,  and  of  other  ed    appointment,    to  Mohilow  in 

princes,  who  held   the  fame  opi-  Poland,    where     the    meeting     of 

nion   with   him  ;    and    thereby    to  thofe  great  potentates  took  place, 

continue  their  ufual   friendly  and  in  the  n;onth  of  June  1780.   Form, 

neighbourly  intercourfc.  etiquette,  or  ceremonial,  were  no 

The  king  of  PruPua's  logical  parts  of,  nor  no  interruption  to, 
powers  did  not  produce  all  the  the  fatisfafticn  which  thefe  illuf- 
eii'eft  in  this  controverfy,  which  trious  pcrfonages  received  in  each 
his  arguments  of  a  different  na-  others  converiation  and  acquaint- 
ture  had  ulually  done  in  others,  ance.  After  fome  ftav  at  Mohi- 
The  elcdlor,  however,  feemed  to  low,  the  emperor  accompanied  the 
liave  had  enougli  of  the  conicft.  Czarina  on  her  return  to  Peterf- 
for  he  left  him  in  full  poffeilion  of  burgh,  where  he  continued  for 
the  field.  But  without  making  fome  time  ;  and  where  he  was  re- 
any  reply,  he  adhered  firmly  to  ceived  with  all  the  magnificence 
his  refolution  ;  and  the  eledion  peculiar  to  that  court,  and  fo  dif- 
ot  the  Archduke  Maximilian  ac-  ferent  from  the  plainnefs  and  fim- 
cordingly  took  place  at  Munfier  plicity  of  his  own  habit.';,  man- 
about  the  middle  of  Auguil,  The  ners,  and  mode  of  living.  His 
foregoing  circumltances  fufficient-  private  life  was,  however,  fpent 
}y  fhew,   the  deep  jer.Ioufy  which  as  ufual. 

flill    fubfiiis,   beiwetn  thofe   great  Whethf'r  this  vifit,  and  the  con- 
rival  and  neighbouring  powers.  fequent    intimacy    and    friendffiip 

The  peregrination  of  princes  which  it  might  be  fuppofed  to 
©ut  of  their  own  dominions,  with  produce,  awakened  any  fufpicion 
their  vifits,  meetings,  and  con-  or  jealoufy  in  the  bieoft  of  a  great 
fcrences,  are  things  now  become  and  powerful  neighbour,  can  only 
fo  common,  that  they  fcarcely  at  be  a  matter  of  (urmife.  The  re- 
all  draw  the  public  attention,  turn  of  the  emperor  from  Peterf- 
much  lefs  excite  any  alarm.  When  burgh  was,  however,  foon  fuc- 
they  were  rare,  the  coniunc^uon  ceeded,  by  a  vifit  which  the  Prince 
of  fuch  meteors,  efpecially  if  they  Royal  of  Pruffia  paid  to  that  capi- 
v.ere  oi  a  fuperior  magnitude,  was  tal  ;  a  circumllance,  which  might 
deemed  portentous  to  marikind  ;  feem  to  give  fome  countenance  to 
and   the  effects   generally  juitified  fuch  an  opinion. 


the  pxognollictttion. 


After 
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After  what  we  have  feen  of  the 
fmperial  meeting  at  Mohilow,  and 
the  accompaniment  on  the  return 
to- Pcierfburgh,  it  will  fcarcely  be 
fuppofed,  that  the  vifii  which  the 
King  of  Sweden  made  about  tlie 
fame  time  to  Holland,  and  his 
tour  in  examining  the  particula- 
rities of  that  ftngul.ir  country,  ei- 
ther can  fed  any  alarm,  or  excited 
much  notice. 

This  year  was  particularly 
marked,  by  the  denrh  of  Maria 
Therefa,  Emprefs  of  German v, 
Queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia, 
Jiercditarv  Archduchcfs  of  Au- 
ftria,  and  natural  fovereign  of  all 
the  widely  extended  dominions 
appertaining  to  that  great  houfe. 
She  departed  this  life  at  Vienna, 
on  the  29th  day  of  November, 
1780,  and  in  the  63d  year  of  her 
age.  This  great  princefs  inherit- 
ed, along  with  a  vaft  but  difputed 
patrimony,  all  the  fpirir,  magna- 
nimity, and  firmnefs,  of  any  the 
inoft  renowned  of  her  anceilors. 
Thefe  were,  however,  accompa- 
Tiied  with  many  other  virtues  and 
good  qualities.  In  the  courfe  of 
her  life  (he  experienced  great  vi- 
ciflitudes  of  fortune.  On  the 
death  of  her  father,  many  of  the 
firft  powers  in  Europe,  excited  bv 
the  weaknefs  of  her  fex,  and  ftill 
more  by  that  of  a  long  ill-ordered 
governtnent,  in  contempt  of  trea- 
ties, and  guaranties,  rulhed  on  at 
once,  as  to  a  common  prey,  to 
fwallow  up  the  whole  of  her  am- 
ple dominions.  Scarcely  any 
thing  was  left  unclaimed.  The 
only  difficulty  feemed  to  reft  in 
the  divifion  of  the  fpoil.  Fjom 
the  extremity  of  dillrefs,  and 
a  (late  of  fuch  imminent  danger, 
that  flie  herfelf  doubted,  whe- 
ther Ihe  could  retain  the  poflsllicn 


of  any  place,  capable  of  afFording 
a  refuge  during  her  lying-in,  (he 
had  the  cour.ige  and  fortune,  npt 
only  to  furraount  all  thefe  diflicuU 
tie?,  and  to  triumph  over  her  ene- 
mies, but  to  raife  the  houfe  of 
Aullria  to  a  degree  of  real  power, 
which  it  had  not  before  known 
fince  the  reign  of  Charles  the  fifth. 
A  clear  and  manly  underftanding, 
an  happy  temper,  and  the  able 
tuition  of  neceffity,  enabled  her 
to  throw  oft"  the  un^^racious,  but 
charaderiftic  haughtinefs  of  her 
family.  To  this  (he  owed  much 
of  her  fortune  and  greatnefs. 
Charmed  by  a  popular  aiFability, 
and  a  captivating  condefcenfion, 
of  which  they  had  not  before  an 
idea,  file  gained  the  hearts  of  her 
fubje(5ts  in  fuch  a  degree,  that  they 
never  thought  they  could  aft  or 
fufFer  too  much  for  her  fervice. 
In  other  refpefls,  as  a  fovereign, 
excepting  perhaps  her  inconfidc- 
rate  engagement  in  the  late  war, 
Ihe  was  the  common  parent  of  her 
people.  She  had  many  amiable 
and  eftimable  qualities  in  private 
life.  She  was  eminently  religious 
and  humane.  In  the  charadlcrs  of 
a  wife  and  a  mother  fhe  ftood  un- 
rivalled. She  was  highly  bleffed 
in  a  numerous  progeny,  not  more 
diftinguilhed  by  the  perfections 
or  beauties  of  nature  in  mind  or 
in  pcrfon,  than  by  a  peculiar 
goodnels  of  heart,  which  pervades 
the  whole  family.  And  fhe  had 
the  fortune  and  happinefs  to  leave 
her  vail  pofielfions  in  the  hands  of 
a  darling  Ion,  who  feemed  formed 
by  nature  and  application,  to  ad- 
vance the  happinefs  of  his  fubjedts, 
and  the  power  and  grandeur  of  his 
houfe,  to  their  h'gheit  pitch  of  at- 
tainment. 

The 
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The  French  King,  this  vcar  from  thence  renounced  all  defences 
dignified,  and  for  ever  rendered  inconfillent  with  that  ivhich  is  foi 
memorable  his  name-day,  by  a  much  more  folid.  We  hope,  and 
prcfent  to  his  (ubjefts,  worthy  the  indeed  it  is  now  fcarcely  to  be 
humanity  and  niagnificence  of  a  doubted,  that  the  time  is  not  far 
great  and  enlightened  monnrch.  dillant,  when  a  trace  of  this  in- 
This  was  neither  the  remilTion  of  human  praflice,  will  not  be  found 
taxes  or  duties,  a  general  pardon  in  any  part  of  tlie  weftern  world. 
to  criminals,  nor  the  allotment  of  However  intereRiiig  and  valu- 
great  funds  for  the  indigent.  It  able  the  following  rranfaction  may 
was  of  a  fuperior  nature  even  to  be  confidcred  in  point  of  political 
ihele.  It  was  no  lei's  than  the  oscononiy,  and  however  it  may 
abolilhing  for  ever  of  the  inhuman  even  contribute  to  lefTen  the  bur- 
cuitom,  of  putting  the  quejiloii,  as  th^^ns  of  the  people,  it  is  rot  bv 
it  was  called,  by  torture;  a  cuf-  way  of  placing  it  in  any  degree  of 
torn,  which  had  been  fo  clla-  competition  with  the  former  mea- 
blifncd  and  rivetted,  by  the  prac-  fare,  that  we  in  this  place  take 
tice  and  concurrence  of  ages,  that  notice  of  the  prodigious  reform 
it  feemed  to  be  an  originiil  and  in-  which  w?.s  made  in  the  French 
divifible  part  of  the  conilitution  of  King's  houfehold  ;  that  monarch, 
their  courts  of  jultice.  It  was  in'  in  purfuance  of  the  new  plan  of 
vain,  that  the  wifeft  and  honefleft  ceconomy  adopted  in  his  court, 
lawyers  and  judges,  as  well  as  the  having  this  year,  at  one  ftroke  abo- 
ibundeli  philofophers,  fully  per-  lillied,  no  lefs  than  406  offices  in 
ceivedj  and  deeply  lamented,  the  that  department, 
total  inefficacy  as  well  as  cruelty  The  attempts  (moftly  inefFec- 
of  this  barbarous  mode  of  criminal  tive)  made  by  the  court  of  Spain 
jurifprudcnce.  They  had  not  on-  to  raife  money  by  loans  in  foreign 
]y  the  obilinacy  of  anticnt  preju-  countries,  afforded  fuflicient  evi- 
dice  to  furmount;  but  this  prac-  dence  how  much  its  treafures  had 
tice  was  fo  favourable  to  the  views  been  already  exhaufted,  by  the 
of  defpotifm,  and  was  falfely  fup-  extraordinary  expences  of  this  na- 
pofed  to  contribute  fo  much  to  the  val  wjr,  as  well  as  of  the  appa- 
I'ecurity  of  the  itate,  that  all  at-  rently  fruitlefs  fiege  of  Gibraitar.- 
tempts  for  its  removal,  would  have  Although  the  war  is  faid  to  he  en- 
been  not  only  inetfccluai  but  dan-  tirely  againll  the  fenfe  and  liking 
gerous.  of  the  Spaaiih    nation,  who   con- 

This  relick  of  barbarifm,  which  fidered  it  as  a  ruinous  mealurc, 
had  fo  long  been  the  opprobrium  of  founded  merely  upon  Bourbon 
the  chriilian  name,  and  a  ftanding  views  and  principles,  yet  the  in- 
difgrace  to  the  mod  civilized  and  fluence  of  the  court,  and  a  fenfe 
learned  quarter  of  the  globe,  of  national  honour  prevailed  fo 
night  rtlll  have  lingered  in  France,  far,  that  cities,  communities,  and 
if  a  patriot  prince,  feeling  the  even  individuals,  contributed 
happinefs  of  living  in  the  atFcc-  largely  to  relieve  the  exigencies  of 
tions  of  his  people,  and  difcerning,  the  liate.  Of  thcfe,  the  Arch- 
that  all  poiTible  fecurity  was  found-  brlhop  of  Toledo  afforded  a  fin- 
ed   in    thcfe   affedlions,     had   not  gular  inllance,  which  in  a  war  of 

another 
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another  nature,   might  have    been  Among  ihoferemarkablecircum- 

juitly   admitted,   as    a   demonftra-  ftances  which  difiinguifh   the  year 

tion     of    true    patrictifm.       That  1780,   the  conduifl  of  the  Duke  of 

prelate    magnanimoufly  appropri-  Modena,   in    abolifhing  the  inqui- 

ated   to   the   ufe   of  ti'e    war,    the  fition  in  his  dominions,  fhouui  by 

whole  of  his  vaft  revenues  during  no  means    be  overlooked.     It  in- 

the  time  of  its  continuance.    Thus  deed  afFords  a  new  inllance  of  the 

wifely  chufing  a  road   to  f.ime,   in  progrefs,  which  liberal  ideas  with 

which   he  was    fure   of  not  being  refpeft     to    toleration,     are     now 

dillurbed  bv  rivals  cr  ronip^titors,  making   throughout   Europe.       A 

and  of  not   having    his   hc-els   tiod  farther  ex.enfion  of  the  fame  ideas, 

upon    by  imitators.     The   bounty  may   be    hoped     to    reach    to    the 

and     kindnefs     exiended     by     the  civil  and  religious  rights  of  man- 

Biihop   of   Lugo,     to    the    Britilh  kind,  r.s  well  as  to  a  bare  fuifer- 

prifoners  in  Spain,   (acknowkdg-  ance     cf    their    opinions.       That 

ments  of  which  have  been  given  in  })rincc,    upon    the    death    of    the 

the   public   prints)   dcfervcs  every  Grand   Inquifitor  at  Reggio,    im- 

degree    ot    praifc    and    gratitude,  mediately  ordered  that  tribunal  to 

Although  fome  of  their  comman-  be   fjr-  ever  aboliflied  ;    its   reve- 

ders   behaved  otkerwif?,   the  Spa-  nues  to  be  applied   to  other,  and 

nifh   nobility  and    merchant?,    in  more  laudable  purpofes  ;  and  the 

general,  have  fhewn  very  extraor-  prifons,      snd     other     building?, 

dinary  marks  of  kindnefs,  friend-  which  could   prcferve  any    memo- 

fliip,   and  even   affeflion,   to  thofe  rial  of  its  having   ever  exiited,  to 

Englifli  gentlemen  who  have  fdlen  be  entirely  dejnoiiihed» 
in  their  way  during  the  prefent  wax. 


C     H     A     P.         IT. 

Rctrofpecli'Vf  'vii'iv  of  affjirs  in  A7nerica  ujid  the  Wrjl  India  in  the  year 
1780.  State  of  the  hojiile  armies  on  the  Jide  of  Ne^w  7'crk,  prenjious  to, 
and  at  the  arrizwJ,  of  Gen.  Sir  Htnrj  Clinicn  from  the  redu£lio7i  of 
Charles  To^mu.  Short  ciunpai.gn  in  tie  Jerfcs.  Connecticut  farms. 
Springfield.  Unexpeciid  iffect  p,  aduced  by  tie  >  edudicn  of  Charles  To-zinj 
in  reneujing  and  ex.itin?^  the  ffirit  cf  union  and  reff  am  e  in  America. 
Great  hopes  funded  on  the  expeftcd  co-cperativn  of  a  French  fiet  and  ar- 
my in  the  redu.'lion  of  Netv  Tork ,  and  the  finul  expulfion  of  the  Britijh 
forces  from  that  contirent.  Marquis  de  la  Fayelte  arriues  from  France, 
M.  de  Te,nay,  and  the  Count  ds  RochambcaUy  arrive  ^uiith  a  Fre.ub 
fquadrcn,  and  a  body  of  land  forces  ^  and  are  put  into  pofeJp.cn  cf  the  for- 
tifications and  harbour  of  Rhode-ljland.  Admiral  Arbuthnot  blocks  up 
the  French  fquadron.  Djpcfetions  made  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  fr  attack- 
ing the  French  auxiliar:cs.  Gen.  U'a/hingion  pajjes  the  North  River, 
ivith  a  view  .f  attempting  Netv  York.  Expedition  to  Rht..'.<  Ijlaud  laid 
afide.  Gret,t  d fiiculties  experienced  by  Don  Bernard  de  Gal-vez^  in  his 
expedition  to  Wcji  Florida.  Bfficges  and  takes  the  fort  at  Mobilie.  Great 
land  and  naval  free  fnt  lut  from  Spain,    in  ctd.r  to  join  M.  di  Guichen 
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in  the  Weji  Indies.  'Juv.Flion  of  the  hojlik  fleets,  nntn.vithjlanding  the  efforts 
of  Admiral  Sir  George  Rodney,  to  intercpt  the  Spanip  /quad ton  u7ut  con^ 
njoy,  Sicknefs  and  morttdity  i;t  the  Spanijh  fleet  and  army,  -xvith  fotne  other 
caufes,  prefer-ve  the  Britijh  iflands  from  the  imminent  danger  to  ivhich 
they  ivere  apf>tirently  expojed  hv  the  great  Jupericrity  of  the  enemy.  Thefc 
coufis  opcrtite  flill  flarther  in  thtir  conjequences  j  ^xuhJch  afl-'eSi  the  ^vhoie 
face  and  nature  of  the  nvar  in  the  fie-iv  -xuorJd,  and  entirely  flruflrate  the 
grand  -xne^ws  formed  hy  France  and  America,  for  the  remainder  of  the  cam- 
paign. Spanifl}  flat  and  army  proceed  to  the  Hwyannah  ;  and  ilf.  de 
Guichen  returns  from  St.  Domingo,  nuith  a  conioy,  to  Europe.  Great 
jireparations  made  hy  the  Americans  for  effectually  co-operating  'UJith  the 
French  forces  OJi  the  arri-val  of  M.  de  Guichen.  VVaJijington  s  army  in- 
creafed  for  that  purpofe,  to  20, coo  men.  In-jaflon  of  Canada  intended, 
and  preparatory  proclamations  ijjued  by  ike  Murquis  de  la  Fiyctte.  Ca,fcs 
ivhich  pre-vented  M.  de  Guichen  jro7n  proceeding  to  North  America.  Sir 
George  Rodney  arrinjes^  ^'cith  afquadron,  at  Ayic  Turk. 


TH  E  hoflile  armies  on  the  fide 
of  New  York  were  fo  near- 
ly poized,  both  with  refpeft  to 
ofFenlive  force  and  defer.five 
Itrength,  that  their  mutual  firua- 
tion,  and  comparative  circum- 
ftances,  afforded  no  great  oppor- 
tunity of  exertion  or  cnterprize  to 
Gen.  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  upon 
his  return  from  the  taking  of 
Charles  Town.  The  advantages, 
however,  derived  from  the  pof- 
feflion  of  the  iOandf;,  their  vicini- 
ty to  the  continent,  the  quick  and 
filent  inoverr.ents  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  frigates,  and  other  finaller 
armed  veifels  caltulated  for  the 
purpofe,  and  mailer  of  all  the 
channels  and  intercourfes,  a;  well 
as  of  the  adjoining  fea,  together 
with  the  uncAampled  length  of  ill 
connected  polls  which  were  to  be 
guarded  by  the  Americans,  afford- 
ed, aImo!l,  continual  opportuni- 
lies,  of  hally  defcent  ana  fuccefs- 
ful  furprize,  by  which  much  blood 
was  fpiic,  and  mjfchief  done, 
without  producing  any  effefl,  or 
at  leal>  any  good  one,  with  refpeft 
to  the  main  objefts,  and  great 
purpoft*  of  the  war. 


Tliis  kind  of  fervice,  except 
where  the  cbjed  was  more  conli- 
derable  than  ordinary,  was  left  en- 
tirely to  the  Refugees  ;  who  hav- 
ing arms  in  their  hands,  nothing 
elie  to  do,  little  other  provilion, 
and  being  edged  on  by  the  moll 
implacable  animofity  againli  their 
countrymen,  eagerly  embraced 
every  adventure,  which  afforded 
any  hope  of  profit,  or  what  was 
pejhaps  Hill  fuecter,  t)f  revenge. 
They  were  now  grown  io  numer- 
ous, that  they  ^eie  ftraiigelv  per- 
mitted to  let  up  a  fort  of  a  diilind 
government  in  New  York,  under 
the  condi.cl  of  a  jurifdiclion  of 
their  own  creation,  which  they 
called,  the  Honourable  Board  of 
Afiociated  Loyalilis.  This  board, 
it  is  faid,  was  authorized  from 
home  ;  but  this  is  hardly  credible; 
and  having  a  common  (lock,  and 
their  infant  excurfions  at  fea  hav- 
ing proved  extremely  fuccefsful, 
they  became  every  day  more  nu- 
merous and  powerful,  and  polTciTed 
foncthing  like  a  fleet,  of  fmall 
privateers  and  cruizcr=.  Their 
enterprizes  were  bold,  well  cor- 
duded,  and  fre(jucntly  fuccefsful ; 

is 
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in  which  their  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  adjoining  coaib,  creeks, 
and  villages,  afforded  them  great 
advancagcs.  But  their  want  of  any 
etFedlual  difcipiine  or  government, 
along  with  their  peculiar,  and  fre- 
quently, perfonal  animolity,  lead, 
ing  the«i  to  exceiTei  j  whiifl  the 
fummary  retiibution  oa  the  other 
fide,  falling  into  the  hands  of 
thofe,  who  were  either  /inarting 
under  their  own  immi-diate  lofl'es, 
or  adling  under  the  impulfe  of 
grief  and  revenge,  for  the  dellruc- 
tion  or  {laughter  of  their  friends 
and  relations,  and  who  were  hke- 
wife  actuated  by  no  lefs  rtrong  po- 
litical prejudices,  than  their  ad- 
verfaries,  the  feelings  of  humani- 
ty were  fufpended,  and  mercy  at 
an  end  on  l)oih  fides.  Thus  the 
adjoining  coads  of  the  coniincnt, 
and  particularly  the  maritime,  and 
nearer  part  of  the  Jcrfies,  became 
fcenes  of  walle  and  havock  ;  snd 
this  predatory  war  tended  neicher 
to  fubjugation  or  reconcilement. 

A  few  days  previous  to  the  arri- 
val of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  the 
Generals  Knyphaufen,  Robcrtfon, 
and  Tryon,  with  a  view  of  arcack- 
ing  fomeof  Wafhingtoii's  advanc- 
ed polls,  pafled  over  by  night, 
with  five  or  fix  thoufand  men, 
irom   Staten  Ifland,    to  Elizabeth 

,         ,  ,     Town    in    New    Jerfcv. 
Juneoth.   /-.       .     r  II      ■ 
''       „         On  the  followinp  morn- 
178c.      .  .  ,     ^      , 

'  ing,    they    advancea     a 

few   miles,   to  a  fetilemeni  called 

the  Conne<flicut   Farms,  from    its 

having  been  planted   and  Icttled  a 

few  years  ago,  by  fome  inhabitants 

of  chat  Province.     In  their  march, 

they  were   boldly  and  continually 

fired  at,    whqreter  the  ground,  or 

cover  of  any  kind  admitted  of  their 

approach,  by  fcattering  parties  of 

the   neighbouring   militia.      Thfr 


burning  of  that  new  and  thriving 
fettlement,  (although  it  did  not 
contain  many  houfet.)  and  of  the 
prelbyterian  church,  together  v.ith 
the  unfortunate  death  of  the  cler- 
gyman's wife,  who  fi'.ting  with, 
her  children  and  family,  was  fhot 
dead,  through  the  window,  in  one 
of  her  own  rooms,  afforded  new 
ground  of  clamour  to  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  krved  not  a  little  to  in- 
creafe  that  averfion  to  the  Britidi 
government  and  name,  which  had 
already  taken  too  deep  a  root. 

It  was  faid  on  our  fide,  and  with, 
fuperior  probability,  that  this  un- 
fortunate lady  was  killed,  with- 
out deJlgn,  by  a  random-fhot;  but 
the  contrary  was  llrongiy  urged 
by  the  Americans.  Her  husband's 
b?*ing  particularly  obnoxious  at 
New  York,  from  the  adive  part 
whTch  be  had  taken,  in  the  fup- 
port  of  the  Amt-ric.in  caufe,  was 
brought  as  a  corroborating  cir- 
cumftanre  ;  and  a  piteous  letter 
uritten  bv  himielf,  and  publilhed, 
could  leave  no  occalion  for  any 
farther  leftimoiiy,  with  thofe  who 
were  but  too  much  difpofed  to 
liiien  to  evidence  fo  correrpondent 
to  their  own  opinion5.  It  is  cer- 
tain, that  no  degree  of  good  go- 
vernn:ent  and  difcipiine  in  armies, 
can  prevent  the  nacu/e  of  particu- 
lar individuals,  from  breaking 
forth  ;nco  aifts  of  enormity,  wnea 
thole  opportnnities  offer,  in  which 
their  crimes  may  efcape  dcteiTlion  ; 
efpecialiy  under  the  ill  habits  ac- 
quired in  the  outrage  and  malice 
of  a  civil  war. 

From  thence  the  army  marched 
towards  Springfield,  being,  as  be- 
fore, continually  annoyed  on  their 
march  by  the  militia  ;  but  now.' 
with  greater  etfed,  as  they  conti- 
nually  grew  more  numerous  j  they 
S  found 
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found  the  American  General, 
Maxwell,  at  the  hfud  of  rlie  Jer- 
fey  brigade,  and  reinforced  by  all 
the  militia  which  in  a  few  hours 
could  be  coileCled,  well  ported  at 
that  place.  VVheiher  it  proceeded 
from  Maxwell's  good  countenance 
and  pofition,  or  from  whatever 
other  caufe,  fo  it  was,  that  the 
army  halted  ;  and  continued  on 
the  fame  ground  until  night,  with- 
out advancing.  The  Americans, 
however,  though  inferior  in 
llrength,  did  not  permit  them  by 
any  means  to  hold  their  poll  in 
quiet ;  and  a  very  confiderablc  and 
continual  firing,  without  corain.g 
at  any  tiine  to  clofe  adlion,  was 
kept  up  during  the  dny,  'I  he  re- 
port in  the  Britifli  line  was,  that 
they  only  waited  for  the  coming  up 
of  the  waggons  and  rjettrfFaiies 
which  were  in  the  rear. 

Whatever  the  caufe  was,  the 
defign  of  .attacking  Springfield 
was  given  up,  and  the  army  re- 
turned to  Elizabeth  Town  in  the 
night.  They  were  purfued  by  the 
enemy  as  foon  as  day  rofe,  all  the 
way  to  that  place  ;  and  they  were 
now  grovvn  fo  eagt-r  and  confident, 
as  boldlv  to  attack  the  zzd  regi- 
ment, which  was  poftfd  at  fome 
fmall  diltance  in  the  front  of  the 
line.  That  regim.ent  being  or- 
dered to  fall  back  on  their  ap- 
proach, was  purfued  with  great 
rapidity  by  the  enemy,  who  con- 
fidered  it  as  the  rear-gur.rd  of  a  re- 
tiring army,  whofe  van,  they  fup- 
pofed,  was  then  paffing  over  to 
Staten  Ifland.  The  reception  they 
met,  and  the  appearances  they  dif- 
covered,  foon  convinced  them  of 
their  error,  and  they  retired  with 
precipitation. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  account,  for  the 
ioadicn    ia   the   firil   inlUnce   at 


Springfield,  any  more  than  for  the 
fubrt-quenr  reircnt.  Undoubtedly, 
fo  Hiuch  refohition  on  the  part  of 
the  American?,  was  nor  expe(!:l.ed  ; 
and  it  appears  from  fubfequent 
circumriances,  tha:  although  no 
dirc'51  attack  had  been  made,  the 
f.frernoon  of  that  day  was  buiy 
and  warm.  It  was  faid,  that  in- 
telligence had  been  received,  of » 
Wafliington's  having  detached  a 
brigade  from  Morris-town  for  the 
fupport  of  Maxwell  ;  that  the  ap- 
pearances at  his  head-quarters  in- 
dicated a  determination  of  m;iking 
that  fupport  efl'eftual  ;  that  Max- 
v/ell  had  already  been  reinforced 
by  fome  neighbouring  regiments  • 
and  tliat  the  country  was  tvery 
where  in  motion.  The  expedition 
itfelf  had  probably  us  origin  from 
fome  of  thofe  del u five  reprefenta- 
tions,  which  had  fo  often  led  to 
mifchievons  or  unreputable  pur- 
fuits,  concerning  either  the  favour- 
able difpohtion  of  the  country  to 
the  royal  caufe,  or  the  fuppofed 
weak  and  contemptible  ftate  of  the 
American  forces. 

It  was  reported  at  New  York, 
that  the  Hellian  General,  Knvp- 
haufen,  was  ftrongly  of  opinion, 
and  eagt-rly  difpofcil,  to  attack  the 
pnii  at  Springfield  ;  but  that  he 
had  been  over-ruled  by  another 
commander;  and  this  report  re- 
ceived fo  much  credit,  that  it  was 
made  the  fouPilation  of  fome  ill- 
natured  pafquinades  upon  the  fab- 
jed.  However  thefe  things  might 
be,  the  Jerfey  miliiia  and  bri- 
gade,vvith  whatever  other  corps 
were  concerned  on  the  occafion, 
received  public  acknowledgments 
and  high  praife  from  VVafhington^ 
for  their  behaviour  in  that  day's 
fervice. 

The  arrival  of  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton, 
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ton,  which  happened  immediately 
after,  made  no  change  in  the  fi- 
tuation  of  the  royal  forces,  who 
Hill  maintained  their  poft  at  Eli- 
zabeth Town.  That  commander, 
on  the  contrary,  determined  to 
improve  on  the  original  defign, 
and  to  afiord  them  an  opportunity 
of  ading  with  efFed.  For  this 
purpofe,  troops  were  embarked  at 
New  York,  and  fuch  movements 
took  place  among  the  fliipping, 
and  fuch  preparations  were  made, 
as  indicated  an  immediate  expe- 
dition up  the  North  River.  This 
produced  the  defired  efFedt  in 
alarming  Wafliington  ;  who  be- 
ing exceedingly  apprehenfive  for 
the  fafety  of  Welt  Point,  and 
other  flrong-holds  in  the  High- 
lands, immediately  marched  with 
the  greater  pan  of  his  army,  to 
fccure  thofe,  to  him,  invaluable 
polls. 

T  J  This    point    being 

Tune  z-id.         -     j      if     r  ^ 

-*  -^        gamed,  the    forces   at 

Elizabeth  Town,  again  advanced 
on  their  former  track  towards 
Springfield.  Whatever  the  ori- 
ginal defign  might  have  been,  the 
general's  views  fcemed  now  to 
have  been  extended,  to  the  get- 
ling  poffeffion,  during  the  abfence 
of  Wafhington  with  his  main  force, 
of  the  rtrong  country  of  MorifTa- 
nia,  which  had  fo  often  afforded 
a  fecure  retreat,  and  an  inexpug- 
nable camp,  to  that  commander. 
At  any  rate,  if  it  was  not  found 
convenient  to  retain  ports  at  fuch 
a  diftance,  the  dcftruftion  of  his 
ftores,  magazine?,  and  defences  in 
the  mountains,  woii.d  have  been 
no  inconfiderable  objecl. 

On  the  pert  of  the  Americans, 
General  Greene,  with  itark's  and 
the  Jerfcy  brigades,  lupported  by 
the     neighbouring    militia,    were 
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left  to  guard  thofe  difficult  hills 
and  defiles,  which  conftitute  the 
ftrength  of  the  country.  Spring- 
field lay  at  their  feet  ;  and  led  di- 
really  to  fome  of  the  principal 
pafTes.  The  royal  troops  advanc- 
ed with  rapidity  to  this  place ;  . 
where  they  found  the  bridge* 
which  led  to  the  village,  occu- 
pied by  a  fmall  party  of  about 
170  men,  under  the  condu<fl  of  a 
Col.  Angel.  That  officer,  turn- 
ing all  the  advantage^  afforded  by 
his  fituation  (which  were  many) 
to  the  belt  account,  defended  hi* 
poft  with  great  gallantry.  With, 
that  handful  of  men,  he  obfti- 
nately  maintained  the  bridge,  a- 
gainft  a  prodigious  fuperiority  of 
force,  and  the  moll  fpirited  at- 
tacks, for  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 
Finding  himfelf  at  length  over- 
powered, and  no  relief  appearing, 
he  IHII  found  means  to  carry  off 
the  remainder  of  his  detachment, 
and  even  to  fave  the  wounded  ; 
nearly  one  fourth  of  his  whole 
number  being  by  that  time  killed 
or  difabled.  The  Britilh  troops 
fuffered  more  in  this  trifling  afiair 
than  could  have  been  expedled. 

Greene  lay,  at  that  time,  at 
Short  Hills,  about  a  mile  above 
Sprinofield.  But  his  troops  were 
fo  divided  in  guarding  their  re- 
fpeftive  polls,  and  the  attack  fo 
unexprfled  and  fudden,  that  he 
could  not  make  any  detachment, 
in  time,  and  fufficient  for  the  fup- 
port  of  Angel,  wi'hout  hazard- 
ing the  fecurity  of  the  much, 
more  impor  ant  poll  which  he 
himfelf  octiipkd.  Whether  it 
proceeded  from  indignation  and 
relentment,  at  the  refiftance  and 
lofs  which  the  troops  unexped -diy 
met  at  the  bridge,  or  from  what- 
ever other  cauie  it  was,  Spring- 
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£eld  experienced  the  fame  fate 
with  the  ConneAicut  farms;  the 
whole  village,  excepting  four 
houfes,  was  reduced  to  afhes. 

This  conflagration  clofed  the 
enterprize.  The  ftrength  of 
Greene's  fituation,  the  difficulties 
of  the  approach,  an  ignorance, 
probably,  of  the  ftate  of  his  im- 
mediate force,  (which,  at  that 
time,  amounted  only  to  about  a 
thoufand  men)  and  perhaps,  the 
bold  defence  made  at  the  bridge, 
all  concurred,  in  preventing  the 
Britilh  officers  from  attempting 
the  pafs  at  Short  Hills.  It  is  like- 
wife  probable,  that  the  day  was 
conlidered  as  being  too  far  ad- 
vanced, to  admit  of  their  pro- 
fiting properly  of  any  advantage 
which  they  might  obtain ;  and 
that  it  was  deemed  too  great  a  ha- 
zard, to  involve  the  army  during 
the  night  in  the  faftneffes  of  a 
dangerous  country  ;  and  furround- 
ed  on  every  iide  by  enemies,  whofe 
force,  poiition,  and  diftance,  were 
all  equally  unknown.  The  troops 
were  befides  without  cover  or  necef- 
faries;  and  the  keeping  of  a  com- 
munication open  with  Elizabeth 
Town,  might  have  been  not  lefs 
impradlicable  than  dangerous. 

Under  fome  or  all  of  thefe  im- 
preffions,  the  royal  army  made  a 
iecond  retreat  from  Springfield, 
and  returned  on  that  evening  to 
Elizabeth  Town  ;  they  being  pur- 
fued  with  great  fpirit,  and  re- 
doubled animofity,  by  the  country 
militia,  who  were  highly  enraged 
at  the  conflagration  which  they 
had  juft  beheld  J  but  a  flrong  and 
well  conduced  rear-guard,  ren- 
dered their  efix>rts  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  inefFeftive.  The  royal  forces 
paflied  over  on  the  fame  night  to 
Staten  Ifland  ;  while  Wafliingtoa 


continued  to  be  amufed  for  fome 
days  longer,  with  the  appearances 
of  an  expedition  up  the  North  Ri- 
ver, which  probably  had  not  beea 
at  all  intended. 

Thus  ended  the  Ihort  cam- 
paign in  the  Jerfies.  Thefe  inef- 
feftive  attempts,  by  a  force  which 
would  once  have  been  deemed  ca- 
pable of  fweeping  the  whole  con- 
tinent before  it,  fufficiently  mani- 
fefted,  that  the  practical  habits  of 
fervice  and  danger,  without  any 
thing  near  abfolute  perfeftion  in 
difcipline,  will  place  all  troops 
nearly  upon  an  equality.  It  was 
now  evident,  that  the  Britifli  forces 
had  an  enemy,  little  lefs  refpeftablo 
in  the  field  than  themfelves  to  en- 
counter; and  that  any  difference 
which  yet  remained  in  their  fa- 
vour would  be  daily  leflened.  In 
a  word,  it  was  now  obvious,  that 
all  that  fuperiority  in  arms,  whick 
produced  fuch  efFeds  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  conteft,  was,  in  a  great 
meafure,  at  an  end ;  and  that  the 
events  of  the  war  muft  in  the  fu- 
ture depend  upon  fortune,  and  up- 
on the  abilities  of  the  refpedivc 
commanders. 

Such  were  the  unwelcome  truth?, 
which  if  not  now  firll  difcovered, 
were  at  leaft  now  fully  ellablifhed. 
Wafhington  fhewed  no  fmall  de- 
gree of  exultation  in  his  public 
orders,  upon  the  great  improve- 
ment in  difcipline  of  the  troops 
and  militia,  with  the  happy  ef- 
fefts  which  it  had  produced,  and 
the  greater  which  he  flill  hoped. 
But  he  did  not  augur  greater  be- 
nefits from  the  perfection  or  cou- 
rage of  the  troops,  than  from  that 
unequalled  ardour,  which,  he  faid, 
at  prefent  animated  all  orders  of 
the  people. 

The  matter  of  faft   wa«,    that 

the 
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the  lofs  of  Charles-Town  pro- 
duced a  directly  contrary  effedl  to 
that  which  might  have  been  na- 
turally expefted.  For  inftead  of 
depreffing  and  finking  the  minds 
of  the  people,  to  feek  for  fecuri- 
ty  by  any  means,  and  to  fue  for 
peace  upon  any  terms,  the  lofs 
being  now  come  home  to  every 
man's  feelings,  and  the  danger  to 
his  door,  they  were  at  once  awa- 
kened to  a  vigour  of  exertion, 
fcarcely  to  be  expefted  in  their 
circumftances  ;  and  which  had 
hardly  appeared  in  the  fame  de- 
gree, fince  the  firft,  'or  at  moft, 
the  fecond  year  of  the  conteft. 
For  in  the  intermediate  time,  the 
firft  heat  of  paffion  being  over, 
men  who  were  not  a(5lively  con- 
cerned, were  fond  of  recurring  to 
their  wonted  eafe,  and  foon  re- 
fumed  their  ufual  habits  of  life; 
and  the  din  of  war  being  faintly 
heard  at  a  diftance,  they  were  con- 
tented to  contribute  to  its  fupport 
by  opening  their  purfes,  without 
much  tormenting  their  minds  in 
the  contemplation  of  an  odious 
fubjeft.  And  as  the  bitternefs  of 
contention  was  allayed,  and  the 
traces  of  part  grievance  or  injury 
faded  on  the  memory,  fo  the  fpirit 
of  enterprize  had  proportionally 
flackened  ;  particularly  in  thofe 
colonies  where  it  was  not  kept  alive 
by  immediate  hoftility. 

Many  concurring  caufes  and  cir- 
cumftances ferved  to  increafe  and 
fupport  that  fpirit  which  now  ap- 
peared among  the  Americans. 
The  very  lofs  of  Charles-Town, 
became  a  ground  of  hope,  and  an 
incitement  to  vigour,  from  the 
wide  reparation  which  it  had 
caufed  of  the  BritiQi  forces,  and 
the  confequent  incapacity  of  their 
divided   armies    to   fupport    each 


other.  But  the  expe<flation  of  a 
ftrong  naval  and  military  forca 
from  France,  by  the  aid  of  which, 
they  hoped  to  retaliate  on  New 
York  for  the  lofs  of  Charles- 
Town,  and  even  to  clear  the  con- 
tinent entirely  of  the  Britifh 
forces,  could  not  but  have  had  a 
much  greater  efi^cft. 

In  the  mean  time,  their  prin- 
cipal leaders,  as  well  as  the  Con- 
grefs,  omitted  no  means  to  encou- 
rage and  to  profit  of  the  rifing 
fpirit,  and  to  cheriih  in  the  people 
the  moft  fanguine  hopes.  Letters 
were  written  by  a  committee  of 
that  body,  which  were  ftrength- 
ened  and  enforced  by  thofe  from 
the  commander  in  chief.  Gen. 
Reed,  and  fome  other  popular 
commanders,  to  the  difl^srent  exe- 
cutive governments,  to  the  peo- 
ple at  large,  and  to  particular  co- 
lonies, ftimulating  them  by  every 
motive  to  the  fpeedy  furniftiing 
their  refpeftive  quotas.  The  dif- 
grace  of  appearing  contemptible 
in  the  eyes  cf  their  great  ally,  and 
the  mifchief  and  ruin  which  muft 
be  the  confequence,  of  their  be- 
ing incapable  to  benefit  of  his  in- 
tentions in  their  favour,  were 
ftrongly  urged.  And  the  people 
were  paflionately  called  upon,  not 
to  fuffer  the  curfe  of  another  cam- 
paign to  reft  upon  America  !  The 
eyes  of  all  Europe  were  upon 
them  ;  and  their  future  indepen- 
dence, fortune,  and  happinef?,  as 
they  faid,  depended  upon  their 
prefent  exertion. 

Thefe  remonftrances  produced 
a  confiderable  eii'cR  upon  the  dif- 
ferent governments,  and  fcemcd 
to  operate  no  lefs  upon  indivi- 
duals. Many  a/ts  were  ufed  to 
keep  up  the  fpirit.  Large  fub- 
fcriptions   were  made   by    private 

[£]  2  ptiiom 
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perfons  for  giving  energy  to  the  tended  a  commencement  for  the 
public  fervice.  The  ladies  in  Phi-  conferring  of  degrees  in  the  uni- 
ladelphia  firll   fet  the  example  to     verfity  of  that  city.     In  the   pub- 


theirovvn  fex,  and  were  dillinguifh- 
ed  by  the  fums,  which  they  gave 
themfelves,  and  procured  from 
their  male  acquaintance,  to  be  ap- 
plied as  gratuities,  in  particular 
inftances,  and  as  a  general  aug- 


lic  charge  delivered  by  the  provoll 
upon  that  occafion  to  theftudents, 
he  gave  the  reins  to  a  warm  ima- 
gination, and  wandered  far  in  the 
paths  of  fpeculation  ;  painting  the 
rifing  glories  of  America  in   arts 


mentation  to  the  pay  of  the  private  and  letters,  as  well  as  in  com- 
foldiers  of  the  army.  The  exam-  merce  and  arms, 
pie  was  foon  followed,  in  their  Notwithftanding  the  apparent 
own,  and  in  other  provinces.  penury  and  misfortune  of  the 
It  could  fcarcely  be  expetlcd,  in  times,  a  bank  was  inftituted,  dur- 
the  midii  of  all  the  confuiion  and  ing  the  prefent  fummer,  in  Phi- 
danger,  of  an  uncommonly  de-  ladelphia  ;  and  the  fcheme  was 
rtrudive  war,  raging  no  lefs  in  the  fo  well  fupported  by  the  principal 
bowels,  than  in  the  extremities  of  men  of  the  province,  that  the  al- 
a  country,  that  arcs,  or  learning,  lotted  capital,  of  300,000  1.  Pen- 
thofe  happy  concomitants  of  eafe  fylvania  currency,  to  be  paid  in 
and  fecurity,  fliould  at  all  be  hard  money,  was  fubfcribed  in  a 
thought  of,  or  almoll  remembered,  few  days.  The  public  fervice 
Ic  is  to  the  honour  of  the  Ameri-  was,  however,  the  principal,  if 
cans,  that  it  was  under  this  pref-  not  the  only  objeft  of  this  bank. 
i"ure  of  circumftances,  and  amidil  They  were  to  receive  the  congrefs 
all  the  anxiety  of  the  piefent  fea-  money,  that  is  to  fay,  the  amount 
fon,  that  the  council  and  affembly  of  the  taxes,  and  the  fupplies  re- 
ef Ma/Tachufetts  Bay,  fitting  at  mitted  by  the  other  colonies  ;  and 
Boflon,  in  the  beginning  of  the  they  were,  on  the  other  hand,  to 
month  of  May,  eftablifhed,  by  a  anfwer  the  public  demands,  and 
public  law,  a  new  and  learned  To-  particularly  to  furnifh  the  fupplies 
ciety,  to  be  entitled,  ''  The  Ame-  for  the  army,  in  the  moll  prompt 
**  rican  Academy  of  Arts  and  and  efficacious  manner  ;  and  for 
*'  Sciences."  The  acl,  after  en u-  the  procuring  of  fufficient  re- 
merating  feveral  particular  objects  fcurces  of  cafh,  they  were  enabled 
of  their  purfuit,  adds>  "  and,  in  to  pafs  notes,  and  to  borrow  nio- 
**  fine,  CO  cultivate  every  art  and  ney  at  6  per  cent,  intcreft.  To 
*'  fcisnce,  which  might  tend  to  turn,  however,  this  bank  to  any 
"  advance  the  interelt,  honour,  confiderable  advantage,  a  much 
**  dignity,  and  happinefs,  of  a  greater  (lability  in  government, 
*♦  free,  independent,  and  virtuous  and  a  much  greater  care  in  their  fi- 
*'  people."  In  the  fame  fpirit  at  nances,  is  undoubtedly  neceil'ary. 
Philadelphia,  af.er  a  pompous  ce-  Previous  to  the  arrival  of  the 
lebration  of  the  anniverfary  of  French  fuccours,  the  Marquis  de 
American  independence,  on  the  la  Fayette,  who  had  been  io  much 
4th  of  July,  the  Congrefs,  accom-  diftinguilhed  by  the  early  part 
panied  by  the  French  minitler,  with  whicb  he  took  in  the  xAmerican 
all   the  officers  of  the  flate,    at-  cauf?,  long  before  his  court  had 

thrown 
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thrown  by  the  mafk,  or  even,  per- 
haps, determined  on  the  part 
which  fhe  has  (ince  taken,  return- 
ed from  France.  His  early  engage- 
ment, and  great  zeal  and  activi- 
ty in  the  American  fervice,  in 
which  he  held  an  high  rank,  cauf- 
ed  him  to  be  received  with  dif- 
tinflion  by  Wafnington,  and  on 
his  going  to  Philadelphia,  he  con- 
veyed a  letter,  full  of  the  moil  flat- 
tering encomiums,  from  that  com- 
mander to  the  Congreis.  The  re- 
fult  was,  a  public  complimentary 
refolution  of  welcome  from  that 
body,  highly  applauding  his  zeal, 
and  no  lefs  acknowledging  his 
eminent  fervices. 

July  nth.  'r°  the  further  en- 
•'     '  couragement    of    the 

Americans,  M.  de  Ternay  at 
length  arrived  at  Rhode  Ifland 
from  France,  with  a  fqoadron  of 
feven  fail  of  the  line,  five  frigates, 
and  two  armed  veflels.  His  own 
Ihip,  Le  Due  de  Bourgogne,  car- 
ried 84  guns,  and  1200  men;  two 
others  were  feventy-fours  ;  and 
four,  carried  64  guns  each.  He 
likewife  convoyed  a  fleet  of  tran- 
fports,  with  five  old  French  re- 
giments, and  a  battalion  of  ar- 
tillery, amounting  in  the  whole 
to  about  6,000  men,  under  the 
condufl  of  lieutenant-general  the 
Count  de  Rochambeau. 

The  French  auxiliaries  were  re- 
ceived by  Major  Gen,  Heath  ; 
who,  for  the  fecurity  both  of  the 
troops  and  fquadron,  againft  any 
attempts  from  New  York,  put 
them  in  pofl~elIion  of  the  numerous 
forts  and  batteries  of  that  ifland  ; 
which,  with  the  diligence  and  in- 
dullry  peculiar  to  their  country 
in  that  refpeft,  they  foon  put  in  a 
high  ftate  of  defence.  In  a  few 
days  after  their  arrival,  they  were 


attended  by  a  committee,  from  the 
general  afT-mbly  of  that  Hate,  with.' 
an  addrefj  of  congratulation  to  the 
Count  dc  Rochambeau,  in  which 
they  exprefled  the  moft  graceful 
fenfe  of  the  generous  and  magna- 
nimous aid  aJForded  to  the  United 
States,  by  their  illuflrious  friend 
and  ally,  the  French  monarch  ; 
and  faid  they  looked  forward, 
with  warm  hope  and  expeftation, 
to  the  end  of  a  campaign,  which, 
through  that  aid,  might  prove  the 
happy  means  of.relloring  the  pub- 
lic tranquillity.  They  conclud- 
ed, with  an  afTurance  of  every 
exertion  in  the  power  of  the  ftate, 
for  the  fupply  of  the  French  forces 
with  all  manner  of  refrefliments 
and  neceflaries,  and  for  rendering 
the  fervice,  as  happy  and  agree- 
able, as  it  was  honourable,  to  all 
ranks  of  the  army. 

Rochambeau  declared  in  his  an- 
fwer,  that  he  only  brought  over 
the  vanguard  of  a  much  greater 
force  which  was  deftined  for  their 
aid ;  and  that  he  was  ordered  by 
the  king,  his  mafter,  to  afTure 
them,  that  his  whole  power  fliould 
be  exerted  for  their  fupport.  The 
French  troops,  he  faid,  were  un- 
der the  ftrideft  difcipline  ;  and, 
afting  under  the  orders  of  General 
Wafliington,  would  live  with  the 
Americans  as  brethren.  He  re- 
turned their  compliments  by  an 
afl'urance,  that,  as  brethren,  not 
only  his  own  life,  but  the  lives  of 
all  thofe  under  his  command,  were 
entirely  devoted  to  their  fervice. 

In  the  mean  time  Wafliington, 
in  order  to  cement  the  union  be- 
tween both  nations,  and  to  pre- 
vent thofe  jealoufies  which  were 
too  much  to  be  apprehended  oa 
both  fides,  ifl"ued  a  requifition,  in 
public  orders,    to   the  American 

[B]  3  officerj. 
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officers,  foliciting,  and  flrongly  re- 
commending to  them,  the  wearing 
of  black  and  white  cockades,  (the 
ground  being  of  the  firfl:  colour, 
and  the  relief  of  the  other)  as  a 
compliment  to;  and  a  fymbol  of 
friendfhip  and  afFeftion  for  their 
generous  and  magnanimous  allies. 

It  was,  indeed,  highly  grievous, 
rot  only  to  native  Englifhmen,  but 
to  thofe  Americans,  who,  though 
equally  determined  upon  liberty 
and  independence  with  the  moll 
violent,  yet  Hill  looked  wilhfully 
forward,  to  the  renewal  of  ancient 
amity,  and  friendly  connexions, 
though  upon  equal  terms,  with 
the  mother  country,  to  perceive, 
not  only  the  influence  which 
France  was  gaining  in  the  coun- 
fels  of  America,  but  the  progrefs 
likesvife  which  fhe  was  continual- 
ly making,  in  the  opinion,  and,  it 
is  to  be  feared,  in  the  afFedions  of 
the  people. 

Admiral  Arbuthnot  had  only 
four  fiil  of  the  line  at  New  York  : 
fo  that  inilead  of  being  able  to 
cope  with  the  French  fquadron, 
he  was  under  an  expectation  of 
being  himfelf  attacked  in  that 
harbour.      This    ftate   of    things 

.  was,     however,     foon 

ju  y  3*  changed,  by  the  arri- 
val of  Admiral  Graves,  with  fix 
fail  of  the  line,  from  England. 
The  Bi'itiih  commanders,  having 
now  a  decided  fuperiority  of  force, 
loll  no  time,  after  the  newly  arriv- 
ed (hips  had  repaired  or  fupplied 
the  confequences  of  the  voyage,  in 
proceeding  to  Rhode  Ifland,  in- 
tending, after  taking  a  near  view 
of  the  fituation  of  the  enemy,  to 
aflas  circumltances  mightinvite  or 
admit,  whether  with  refpedl  to  a 
diredl  attack,  or  to  the  government 
of  their  future  operations, 
t 


They  foon  difcovered,  that  the 
French  were  in  fuch  force,  and 
had  already  put  the  fortifications 
in  fuch  condition,  that  an  attack 
by  fea  was  impracticable.  In  the 
mean  time,  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
meditated  a  joint  attack  by  fea 
and  land  ;  a  meafure,  which  it 
would  feem,  that  the  admiral  did 
not  approve  of;  or  at  lead,  that 
he  did  not  heartily  concur  in. 
After  fome  delay,  occafioned  by 
his  not  being  furniihed  in  time 
with  tranfports,  the  general,  at 
length,  embarked  6000  of  his  bed 
troops,  with  which  he  proceeded 
as  far  as  Huntingdon  Bay  in  Long 
Ifland.  Some  unfortunate  difa- 
greement  began  at  this  time  to 
appear,  and  continued  long  after 
to  prevail,  between  the  command- 
ers in  chief  by  fea  and  land.  Their 
difpaiches  teemed  with  ambiguity 
and  jealoufy,  which  became  more 
glaring  by  time.  Dillike,  was 
rather  more  than  hefitated  ;  and 
blame,  on  one  iide  at  leaft,  was 
more  than  once  implied,  if  not 
directly  laid.  In  fine,  it  foon  be- 
came evident,  that  they  were  little 
difpofed  to  mutual  confidence  or 
concert;  and  that  the  llrained  cor- 
refpondence  between  them,  was  ra- 
ther the  irkfome  refult  of  necef- 
fity,  than  the  fpontaneous  efFeft 
of  choice  or  inclination.  Under 
thefe  untoward  circumftances,  the 
troops  were  re-landed  at  White- 
Stone. 

In  the  mean  time,  Wafhington, 
who  was  Ilridtly  attentive  to  all 
that  was  pafling,  hoping  to  profit 
of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  abfence 
with  Tg  great  a  body  of  the  troops, 
by  fome  rapid  motions,  fuddenly 
crofied  the  North  River,  at  the 
head  of  1 2, coo  men,  and  marched 
diredly    towards   King's   Bridge, 

with 
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with  an  apparent  intention  of  at- 
tacking New  York.  The  failure 
of  the  expedition  to  Rhode  Ifland, 
and  confequent  detention  of  the 
troops,  neceflarily  fruftrated  this 
defign. 

It  does  not  appear  probable,  in 
the  prefent  view  of  things,  that 
the  expedition  to  Rhode  Ifland, 
even  fuppofing  the  moft  chearful 
co-operation  of  the  fleet  and  army, 
could  have  been  attended  with  any 
fuccefs  or  benefit,  fufficient  to 
counterbalance  the  danger  to 
which  it  was  unqueftionably  liable. 
Befides  the  natural  advantages  of 
fituation  which  that  ifland  poflef- 
fes,  and  the  ftrength  of  its  forts 
and  batteries,  the  New  England 
provinces  were  in  readinefs  to 
pour  in  their  whole  force  to  the 
fupport  of  the  French.  They 
were  now  impelled  to  aftion  by 
other  motives  than  thofe  which 
ufually  operated  ;  for  they  burned 
with  eagernefs  to  have  {o  early, 
and,  what  they  deemed,  fo  happy 
an  opportunity,  of  imprefling  their 
allies  with  a  high  fenfe  of  their 
power  and  valour.  Accordingly, 
upon  the  firft  bruit  of  the  defign, 
above  10,000  of  their  militia  and 
fix-months-men,  were  fuddenly  in 
arms,  and  advanced  towards  Pro- 
vidence ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubt- 
ed, but  that  number  would  have 
been  far  more  confiderab!e,  if  it 
had  been  actually  carried  into  ex- 
ecution. With  thefe  diredl  im- 
pediments in  the  way  of  the  de- 
fign, it  will  not  be  fuppofed  that 
New  York,  thus  dripped  of  its 
bell  troops,  and  of  the  protedlion 
of  the  fleet,  could  have  been  ex- 
empt from  danger,  under  the  vi- 
gorous attack  intended  by  Wafli- 
jngton. 

Wc  have  feen  in  our   laft  vo. 


lume,  the  early  fuccefs  which  had 
attended  Don  Bernard  de  Galvez, 
the  Spanifli  governor  of  Louifi- 
ana,  in  his  unexpefted  expeditiori 
againft  the  Briti{h  fettlements  and 
forces  on  the  Miffifippi.  The  fuc- 
cefs of  that  enterprize,  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  weaknefs  which 
the  number  of  prifoners  he  had 
taken,  neceflTarily  induced  in  the 
defenfive  force  of  the  province, 
could  not  fail  to  extend  his  views 
farther;  but  ftill  thinking  himfelf 
too  weak  for  the  defigned  pur- 
pofe,  he  concerted  a  plan  of  ope- 
ration with  the  governor  of  the 
Havanna,  towards  the  latter  end 
of  the  year  1779,  in  purfuance  of 
which  he  was  to  be  reinforced  and 
fupported,  by  a  confiderable  em- 
barkation from  that  place,  early  in 
the  prefent  year. 

The  appointed  time  being  ar* 
rived,  and  De  Galvez  fuppofing 
that  the  expeded  force  from  the 
Havanna  was  of  courfe  on  its  way, 
and  being  himfelf  impatient  of 
delay,"  he  embarked  all  the  force 
he  was  able  to  raife  in  his  govern- 
ment at  New  Orleans,  , 
and  proceeded,  under  ^  '„  ^' 
the  convoy  of  feme  fmall  ' 
frigates  and  other  armed  vefl'els, 
on  his  expedition,  expefting  to  be 
followed  or  met  by  the  force  from 
the  Havanna. 

The  delays,  difficulties,  and 
dangers,  which  they  encountered 
on  the  paflage  to  Mobille,  would 
appear  almoii'  incredible  to  thofe 
who  confidered  only  the  diflance, 
without  taking  into  the  account, 
the  ftormy  difpo/ition  of  the  cli- 
mate at  that  feafon,  the  danger- 
ous nature  of  that  inhofpitablc 
coafl,  and  the  numbcrlefs  flioals 
which  embarrafs,  and  nearlychoke 
up  the  mouths  of  its  vail  rivers. 

[B]  4  After 
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After  a  continued  ftruggle  with 
adverfe  weather,  and  the  various 
other  impediments  we  have  men- 
tioned for  near  a  month,  the  bet- 
ter part  of  the  fleet  were  driven 
a-fliore,  and  feveral  of  the  veflels 
at  length  totally  wrecked,  in  the 
bay  of  Mobille.  By  this  misfor- 
tune, the  commander  had  the 
mortification  of  feeing  all  reafon- 
p.ble  hope  of  fuccefs  apparently 
fruftrated  ;  800  of  his  men  being 
call  away  on  a  niiked  beach,  with 
the  lofs  of  the  greater  part  of  their 
deaths,  arms,  and  necellaries  of 
every  fort. 

The  Spaniards  bore  their  mis- 
fortunes with  that  patience,  which 
has  at  all  times  been  the  charatiler- 
iftic  of  their  nation,  Inllead  of 
fhrinking  under  the  difficulties 
and  difcouragements  they  had  ex- 
perienced, they  endeavoured,  fo 
fsr  as  it  could  be  done,  to  convert 
their  lofs  into  a  benefit ;  breaking 
up  their  wrecked  veiTelsj  and  fram- 
ing their  timber  and  plank  into 
ladders,  and  other  machines,  ne- 
ce/lary  for  an  efcalade  ;  as  they 
had  fuftained  too  great  a  lofs  of 
artillery  and  other  materials  to  at- 
tempt a  formal  fiege.  Thofe  who 
had  preferved  their  arms,  were 
obliged  to  divide  them,  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  would  render  them  moft 
iifeful,  with  thofe  who  had  none  ; 
and  thofe  who  fiill  remained  un- 
armed, undertook  the  laborious 
fervice  of  the  army. 

It  happened  very  unfortunately 
on  the  fide  of  the  Englilh,  who 
were  befides  far  from  ftrong,  that 
an  account  of  the  Spanifli  Ihip- 
wreck  was  received  at  Penfacola, 
with  the  additional  falfehoods,  that 
700  of  their  people  had  perifhed. 
and  that  the  expedition  was  en- 
tirely laid  afide. 


The  Spanifh  commander  had  no 
reafon  to  repent  his  perfcverence. 
He  was  ftrengthened  by  the  ar- 
rival of  four  armed  velTels  from  the 
Havanna,  with  a  part  of  the  regi- 
ment of  Navarre  on  board.  Al- 
though thefe  brought  an  account, 
that  the  principal  embarkation 
was  ftill  retarded,  yet  the  arrival 
of  fo  many  ihips  and  frelh  men, 
with  the  artillery,  ftores,  arid  va- 
rious neceflTaries  which  they  were 
capable  of  fupplying,  fuddenly 
caufed  a  new  face  of  affairs,  and 
afforded  a  renovation  of  vigour 
and  life  to  every  thing.  The 
former  troops  were  fpeedily  re- 
embarked,  and  after  a  further  en- 
counter of  other  ftorms,  difficul- 
ties, and  dangers,  the  ^  , 
whole  were  landed  with-  *    ^* 

in  three  leagues  of  Mobille. 

Mr.  Durnford,  a  captain  of  en- 
gineers, and  lieutenant-governor 
of  Well  Florida,  commanded  the 
poor  garrifon,  which  was  to  de- 
fend the  fort,  or  caille  (as  the 
Spaniards  call  it)  of  Mobille, 
This  confifted  of  97  regulars  of 
the  60th  regiment ;  of  16  loyal 
Marylanders,  3  artillery  men,  60 
feamen,  54  inhabitants,  and  51 
armed  negroes,  which,  with  two 
furgeons  and  a  labourer,  amount- 
ed to  284,  of  all  forts.  Tlie  ene- 
my attacked  the  fort  by  fea  and 
land  ;  and  began  to  open  ground 
on  the  9th  of  March. 

On  the  12th  of  March  the  Spa- 
niards opened  their  battery,  con- 
fifting  of  eight  18,  and  one  24. 
pounder.  Their  fire  feems  to  have 
had  fome  confiderable  effedl,  on 
the  embrafures  and  parapets  of  the 
two  faces  which  they  attacked  ; 
and  two  of  the  garrifon  guns  being 
difmounted,  they  at  fun-fet  hung 
out  a  white  flag.  The  capitula- 
tion 
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tion  was  not,  however,  figned, 
until  the  14th  in  the  morning, 
when  the  fort  was  given  up,  and 
the  gairifon  funendered  prilbners 
of  war.  ' 

This  furrender,  which  appeared 
inevitable,  was  however  attended 
with  circumilances  which  render- 
ed it  exceedingly  vexatious.  For 
Major  Geneinl  Campbell  had 
marched  from  Peniacola,  with  (as 
the  Spaniards  fay)  1100  regular 
forces,  and  fome  artillery,  for  its 
relief;  and  was  befides  accompa- 
nied by  fome  Talapuche  Indians; 
a  people,  who  being  exceflively 
ferocious  and  cruel,  and  the  inve- 
terate and  mortal  enemies  of  'he 
Spaniards,  are  by  them  regarded 
with  a  very  peculiar  dread  and 
horror.  The  van  of  Campbell's 
force  was  arrived  within  fight  of 
the  Spanifh  camp,  at  the  very  in- 
fant that  the  fort  was  furrender- 
ed  :  and  they  accordingly  ufed 
the  utmoll  expedition  in  taking 
pofTeffion  of,  and  covering  them- 
felves  with  the  works,  under  the 
ftrong  apprehenfion  of  an  imme- 
diate attack.  De  Galvez  boailed, 
that  the  Britifh  forces  in  the  field 
and  garrifon  were  fuperior  in  num- 
bers to  his  own  ;  and  did  not 
fcrnple  openly  to  declare,  that, 
with  the  fmalleft  acflivity  and  vi- 
vacity in  their  works,  the  latter 
might  have  made  good  the  de- 
fence, until  the  arrival  of  the 
fuccour. 

It  feems  upon  the  whole  face  of 
the  affair,  as  it  appears  at  prefent, 
that  the  lieutenant-governor  had 
not,  from  the  beginning,  the 
fmallell  idea  of  any  attempt  being 
made  for  the  relief  of  the  place  ; 
and  that  he  accordingly,  from  the 
firft  appearance  of  the  enemy, 
confidered  its  lofs  aS  a  matter  of 


courfe  and  inevitable  ncceflity. 
The"  regular  force  was  certainly 
fuch,  as  to  give  lictle  encourage- 
ment to  a  very  vigorous  defence. 
Thus  the  province  of  Well  Flo- 
rida, with  a  weak  and  divided 
force,  was  reduced  piecemeal, 
without  its  being  able  any  where 
to  make  that  effectual  reiiftance, 
which  might  have  been  expecied, 
if  i:  had  been  concentered  in  fome 
one  good  point  of  defence. 

During  thefe  tranfaclions  on  the 
continent  of  America,  the  Spani- 
ards fent  out  fo  great  a  force  to 
join  the  French  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies, as  feemed  fufficlent  to  change 
the  whole  fortune  of  the  war  in 
that  quarter,  and  to  threat  the 
Britifh  fleets  and  iflands  with  the 
moft  imminent  danger.  la  the 
latter  part  of  April,  Don  „  , 
Jofeph  Solano  failed  from 
Cadiz  upon  that  fervice,  with 
12  fail  of  the  line,  and  feveral 
frigates,  which  convoyed  a  fleet 
of  83  tranfports,  having  eight  re- 
giments of  Spanifh  infantry,  of 
two  battalions  each,  and  a  confi- 
derable  train  of  artillery  on  board  ; 
the  whole  land  force,  including 
100  engineers,  amounting  to 
1 1,460  effe6\ive  men.  The  ifland 
of  Jamaica  was  generally  fuppofed 
to  be  the  great  objeft  in  view  ;  to 
facilitate  the  reduction  of  which, 
the  giving  of  a  decilive  blow  to 
Rodney  by  the  way,  would  have 
been  an  ufcful,  if  not  necefliary 
preliminary. 

It  feemed  to  happen  fortunate- 
ly, that  the  Cerberus  frigate, 
Capt.  Mann,  having  fallen  in  with 
the  Spanifli  fleet  at  fea,  and  that 
officer  judging  rightly  of  their  def- 
tination,  from  their  courfe  and 
other  circumllances,  he  with  great 
propriety  confidered,  that  the  pub- 
lic 
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lie  utility,  and  the  importance  of 

the  objeft,    Ihould  fuperfede,    or 

fupply  the  defefts  of,  at  leaft,  ge. 

neral  orders,  and  that  no  objeft  of 

his  cruize  could  poflibly  ftand  in 

any  degree  of  comparative  value, 

with   the    proper    application    of 

that  knowledge,  which  he  had  now 

accidentally  acquired  ;  jhe  accord- 
ingly,  inftantly    proceeded,   with 

the  utmolt  expedition,  to  the  Weft 

Indies,  in  order  to  communicate 

the    intelligence    to    Sir   George 

Rodney.     That  commander,  who 

was  then  at  Carlifle  Bay  in  the 

ifland  of  Barbadoes,  whither,   we 

have  formerly  fhewn,  he  had  re- 
paired, after  his  laft  action  with, 
and  long  purfuit  of  M.  de  Gui- 

chen,  in  order  to  viftual,  water, 
and  refit  his  fleet;  upon  receiving 

this  intelligence  by  the  Cerberus, 
tjfed  the  utmoft  diligence  in  pul- 
ing to  fea,  in  order  to  intercept 
the  Spanirti  fleet  and  convoy,  be- 
fore they  could  join  the  French, 
who  were  then  in  Fort-Royal  Bay, 
Martinique,  and  had  not  yet  re- 
covered the  eiFefts  of  the  late  rough 
encounters. 

Nothing  could  have  been  more 
happy,  lignal,  or  deciflve  in  its 
confequences,  than  this  defign,  if 
it  had  taken  efFeft.  But  the  views 
and  hopes  of  the  Britifli  comman- 
der were  fruftrated,  through  the 
caution  of  the  Spanifli  admiral. 
Had  he  proceeded  direflly  to 
Fort-Royal  Bay,  which  was  his 
objeft,  and  the  appointed  place  of 
rendezvous  to  all  his  fquadron  and 
convoy,  he  could  fcarcely  have 
avoided  falling  in  with  the  Britifh 
fleet,  and  the  event  would  not  ad- 
mit of  a  doubt.  But  Don  Solano, 
apprehenfive,  though  not  inform- 
ed of  the  danger,  prudently  flop- 
ped fliorr,  on  his  approach  to  the 


neareft  iflands,  and  difpatched  am 
expeditious  failing  frigate,  to  in- 
form M.  de  Guichen  of  his  fitua- 
tion,  and  to  require  a  fpeedy  junc- 
tion of  the  fleets  where  he  then 
was.  The  French  commander 
immediately  failed  from  Marti- 
nique, with  18  Ihips  of  the  line, 
being  all  that  were  yet  in  readi- 
nefs,  and  keeping  clofe  y 
to  leeward  of  the  iflands,  ■' 
joined  the  Spaniards  under  Domi- 
nique. 

The  combined  fleets,  when  all 
united,  amounted  to  no  lefs  than 
36  fail  of  the  line ;  which,  with 
their  combined  land  forces,  form- 
ed fuch  an  apparent  fuperiority, 
as  nothing  in  thofe  feas  or  iflands, 
feemed  at  all  capable  of  refifting. 
The  danger  of  Jamaica  appeared 
to  be  great  indeed  ;  and  the  other 
iflands,  which  are  called  leeward, 
from  their  fituation  with  refpect 
to  Europe  and  North  America, 
though  windward  with  refpefl  to 
that,  could  fcaicely  hope  for  any 
other  fecurity,  than  what  might 
arife  from  the  purfuit  of  a  greater 
objedl.  But  it  happened  fortu- 
nately for  the  Britifh  intereft,  that 
this  great  hoftile  force,  carried 
within  itfelf  the  fources  of  in- 
efficacy,  weaknefs,  and  decay. 
The  Spanifli  troops  being  too 
much  crowded  on  board  their 
tranfports,  that  circumftance  ope- 
rating with  the  length  of  the  voy- 
age, the  change  of  climate  and 
diet,  and  above  all,  with  their 
peculiar  lazinefs,  and  want  of 
cleanlinefs,  the  whole  of  thofe 
combined  caufes  generated  a  moft 
mortal  and  contagious  diforder, 
which  firft  infefting  their  own 
feamen,  at  length  fpread,  though 
not  entirely  with  fo  fatal  an  efFetl, 
through  the  French  fleet  and  land 
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forces.  Befides  a  great  mortality 
on  the  pafTage,  the  Spaniards  had 
landed  no  lefs  than  1200  lick,  on 
their  firft  arrival,  at  Dominique, 
and  a  much  greater  number  after- 
wards, at  Gaudaloupe  and  Mar- 
tinique. Thus,  the  fpirit  of  en- 
terprize  was  not  only  damped,  but 
fome  part  of  the  means  were  taken 
away.  This  in  part  accounis  for 
their  not  having  taken  all  the  ad- 
vantages againft  us,  that  was 
dreaded  from  the  junftion  of  the 
fleets:  but  it  does  by  no  means 
clear  the  matter  fufficiently.  It 
has  been  faid,  that  the  Spanifh  ad- 
miral had  no  orders  to  co-operate 
in  any  offenfive  meafures  with  the 
French,  This  is  not  the  only  in- 
ftance,  in  which  the  want  of  con- 
cert between  thofe  allies  has  faved 
Great  Britain. 

Sir  George  Rodney,  upon  the 
junftion  of  the  enemy's  fleets,  re- 
tired to  Grofs-Iflet  Bay,  in  St. 
Lucia,  where  he  was  equally  well 
fituated,  for  obferving  their  mo- 
tions, for  counterafting,  fo  far  as 
he  was  able,  their  defigns  with 
refpeft  to  the  other  iflands,  when- 
ever  they  Ihould  become  manifelt ; 
and  for  felf-defence,  if  their  fu- 
periority  fliould  prompt  them  to 
venture  upon  an  attack. 

The  air  and  refrefhments  of  the 
French  iflands,  did  not  produce 
the  good  effeds  with  relpett  to  the 
Spanifh  fick,  or  in  reftraining  the 
progrefs  and  violence  of  the  dif- 
order,  which  had  been  expefted, 
or  were  even  ufual,  in  fuch  cafes. 
The  dillemper  was  little  lefs  con- 
tagious or  fatal  than  a  pellilence  ; 
and  if  the  mortality  was  apparent- 
ly leflened,  it  feemed  only  to  be 
rcrtrained  by  the  dccreafed  num- 
ber of  the  viiftims.  In  thefe  dif- 
Jfcfling  circumllances,  the  Spanilh 


commanders  re-embarked  their 
people,  and  the  combined  fleets, 
proceeded,  before  the  middle  of 
July  with  the  Spanifli  convoy  to 
the  weftward.  It  appeared  after- 
wards, that  M.  de  Guichen,  hav- 
ing efcorted  the  Spaniards  as  far 
as  the  ifland  of  St.  Domingo,  and 
knowing  there  was  no  enemy  ia 
the  way,  he  left  them  to  proceed 
fmgly  to  the  Havanna,  while  he 
put  in  himfelf  at  Cape  Fran9ois, 

In  the  mean  time.  Commodore 
Walfingham  had  arrived  from 
England  at  St.  Lucia,  with  a  few 
ftiips  of  the  line,  and  four  regi- 
ments under  his  convoy  for  Jam- 
aica. The  commander  in  chief, 
who  was  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
defigns  of  the  enemy,  but  inform- 
ed of  their  departure  from  Fort- 
Royal,  failed  with  the  whole 
fleet,  as  well  to  obferve  their  mo- 
tions, as  to  fee  the  convoy  well 
on  their  v/ay.  Being  foon  fatif- 
fied  as  to  the  immediate  deftina- 
tion  of  the  enemy,  he  difpatched 
Admiral  Rowley,  along  with  Mr. 
Walfingham  and  the  convoy,  to 
Jamaica  ;  thefe  commanders  tak- 
ing ten  fail  of  the  line  along  with 
them,  to  reinforce  Sir  Peter  Parker, 
and  thereby  infure  the  fecurity  of 
that  ifland.  Sir  George  Rodney 
kept  the  remainder  of  the  fleet, 
in  order  to  obferve  the  future  mo- 
tions of  the  enemy,  and  to  cov^r 
the  Leeward  Iflands. 

The  ficknefs  among  the  Spani- 
ards, with  the  apparent  want  of 
concert  between  the  fleet?,  went 
far  beyond,  in  their  confequences; 
the  immediate  fcene,  and  near 
views  of  adicn.  In  a  word,  they 
were  the  means  of  overthrowing 
the  whole  fcheme  and  defign  of 
the  campaign,  not  in  the  Well 
Indies  only,  but  in  North  Ame- 
rica 
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rica  likewife ;  and  feemed  to 
change,  in  no  fmall  degree,  the 
fortune  and  nature  of  the  war. 

France  had  defigns  for  the  ear- 
lier part  of  the  campaign  in  the 
Welt  Indies,  in  which  the  co- 
operation of  Spain  would  be  necef- 
fary.  She  concerted  another  with 
the  Americans,  which  was  to  take 
place,  on  their  fide,  in  the  lat- 
ter ;  and  both  together  went  to 
the  direft  annihilation  (and  with 
a  very  fufiiciently  apparent  force 
for  the  purpofe)  of  the  Rritilh 
power,  in  both  parts  of  the  new 
world.  The  fuccefs  of  the  fcheme 
was  founded  upon  many  ftrong 
grounds  of  hope  and  expe(5tation  ; 
but  like  all  complex  machines,  it 
was  liable  to  be  difordercd  in  the 
whole,  by  the  failure  only  of  fome 
of  its  parts.  It  was  expected,  that 
the  great  fuperiority  of  the  com- 
bined fleets  would  have  enabled 
them,  without  much  lofs  or  da- 
mage, entirely  to  crufh  the  Britifh 
naval  force  in  the  Well  Indies ; 
that,  with  the  great  land  force, 
which  it  was  fuppofed  would  be  in 
their  hands,  the  reduftion  of  Ja- 
maica, would  not  be  an  objeft  of 
much  difficulty  or  delay  ;  that 
fome  or  all  of  the  fmaller  iflahds 
W'ould  follow  of  courfe  ;  but  that, 
without  fpending  too  much  time 
upon  lefier  matters,  M.  de  Gui- 
chen  fhould  proceed  with  his 
whole  force  to  the  coafts  of  North 
America,  where,  being  joined  by 
Ternay's  frefh  fliips,  and  Rocham- 
beau's  frefh  troops,  they  fhould, 
in  concert  with  Wafhington,  at- 
tack New  York  by  fea  and  land. 
As  the  Americans  would  Urain 
every  nerve  on  the  occasion,  no 
doubt  of  fuccefs  in  that  part  of 
the  defign  could  be  entertained  ; 
and  the  redudion  of  Lord  Corn- 


wallis's  forces,  with  the  driving  of 
the  Britifh  finally  from  the  conti- 
nent, wi're  confidered  only  as  mat- 
ters of  courfe. 

It  was  undoubtedly  in  confe- 
quence,  and  for  the  rounding  and 
completion  of  this  fcheme,  that 
preparations  were  made  by  the 
Americans  for  a  winter  expedition 
to  Canada,  the  conduft  of  which 
was  to  be  committed  to  the  Mar- 
quis de  la  Fayette.  Tliat  officer 
publifhed  accordingly  a  prepara* 
tory  memorial  addrefled  to  the 
French  Canadians,  and  calling 
upon  them  by  all  the  antient  ties 
of  allegiance,  blood,  religion, 
and  country,  as  well  as  by  the  na- 
tural and  fervent  defire  of  recover- 
ing their  own  fieedom,  to  be  in 
preparation  to  afiift,  join,  and 
iupport  him  upon  his  arrival ;  but 
holding  out  all  the  feverities  of 
war,  and  all  the  terrors  of  mili- 
tary execution,  to  thofe,  if  any 
fuch  there  could  be,  who  blindly 
pervcrfe  to  their  own  intcrefts,  and 
forgetful  of  all  thofe  ties  and  du- 
ties, fhould  in  any  manner  op- 
pofe  the  arms,  or  impede  the  ge- 
nerous defigns  of  their  deliverers. 
The  failure,  with  refpeft  to  the 
great  objcfls  of  the  defign,  occa- 
fioned  the  laying  by  for  the  prefent 
of  this  detached  part. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that 
the  near  contemplation  of  fuch 
vail  objefts,  and  the  flattering 
light  in  which  they  appeared, 
fliould  wonderfully  elevate  the 
fpirits  of  the  Americans,  and 
greatly  invigorate  their  meafures 
and  counfels.  Wafliington's  ar- 
my was  accordingly  recruited  and 
filled  up  with  fuch  diligence,  that 
it  was  faid  to  exceed  20,000  men  ; 
and  the  northern  provinces  were 
in  readinefs  to  fend  their  militia, 

and 
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and  every  denomination  of  mili- 
tary, to  take  (hare,  along  with 
him  and  their  French  allies,  in 
the  final  overthrow  of  New  York. 
Nor  was  it  even  apprehended,  that 
the  failure  of  the  preliminary 
parts  of  the  plan  in  the  Well  In- 
dies, could  at  all  have  afFeded  the 
main  objeft  with  refpeft  to  North 
America, 

But  it  was  impoflible  that  any 
judgment  formed  at  a  diftance, 
could  interfere  with  M.  de  Gui- 
chen's  knowledge  of  the  ftate  and 
condition  of  his  own  force.  Be- 
fides  the  ficklinefs  of  his  people, 
he  was  fenfible  that  his  fliips  had 
fufFered  fo  much  by  long  fervice 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  as  well  as  in 
the  fevcral  engagements,  that 
they  were  not  by  any  means  in  a 
condition  to  encounter,  either  the 
roughnefs  of  the  fervice  or  of  the 
climate,  which  they  mult  necefla- 
rily  undergo  in  the  North  Ame- 
rican campaign.  This  know- 
ledge, and  the  determination 
founded  upon  it,  were,  however, 
ftriftly  referved  to  himfelf,  or  to 
thofe  in  his  immediate  confidence. 
And  when  he  took  a  great  convoy 
from  the  French  iflands  under  his 
proteclion,  it  was  ftill  thought  or 
expcfted  on  all  hands,  that  as  foon 
as  he  h^d  feen  them  fo  far  on  their 
way  as  to  be  out  of  danger,  he 
would  then  proceed  to  the  coaft  of 
America,  for  the  accomplifhment 
of  the  projeded  enterprize.  But 
that  commander  proceeded  diretl- 
ly  to  Europe  with  his  fleet  and 
convoy  ;  and  the  bid  ftate  of  hia 
ihips,  when  he  arrived  at  Cadiz, 
futticiently  juftified  his  condud. 

Nothing  was  ever  more  galling 
to  the  Americans  than  this  dilap- 
pointment.  It  is  even  faid,  that 
Wafliington    himfelf,    could    not 


entirely  preferve  that  command  of 
countenance,  and  equanimity  of 
temper,  by  both  of  which  he  is  fo 
much  diftinguiihed.  All  the  views 
of  France  and  America,  with  re- 
fped  to  the  campaign,  were  now 
finally  (hut  up ;  and  the  force  fent 
by  the  former  to  Rhode  Ifland, 
with  a  view  of  general  co-opera- 
tion, was  now  reduced  to  ad  only 
upon  the  defenfive  as  a  garrifon. 
Undoubtedly,  Great  Britain  had 
a  wonderful  efcape  from  the  dan. 
gers  of  the  prefent  campaign  ;  and 
the  ifiand  of  Jamaica  has  expe- 
rienced a  fingular  fortune,  in  the 
various  hair-breadth  rifques,  which 
(lie  has  encountered  during  the 
war.  Through  all  this  courfe  of 
tranfadion,  the  Admirals  Arbuth- 
not  and  Graves,  kept  the  French 
fquadron  as  clofely  blockaded  at 
Rhode  Ifland,  as  the  advantage 
derived  from  the  occafional  fhelter 
offome  neighbouring  iflands  could 
aiford,  and  the  uncertainty  of  the 
winds  and  feas  would  admit. 

In  the  mean  time.  Sir  George 
Rodney  being  aware  of  the  origi- 
nal dcfign  again  ft  New  York  ; 
and  apprehenfive  that  both  the  Bri- 
tifli  land  and  naval  force  would  be 
entirely  overwhelmed  by  the  vafl: 
fuperiority  of  the  enemy,  as  foon 
as  he  had  received  certain  intelli- 
gence of  the  departure  of  M.  de 
Guichen  from  Cape  Francois  im- 
mediately failed  himfelf,  with 
eleven  capital  (hips,  and  four  fri- 
gates, to  their  fuppofed  affillancc 
and  relief.  Although  he  « 
found,  foon  after  hisar-  ^  *  ^' 
rival  at  New  York,  that  this  ef- 
fort of  zeal  for  the  public  fervice, 
which  had  arifen  from  the  fpur  of 
the  occafion,  might  have  been 
difpenfed  with  i  yet  he  difcovered 
in  the  end,  that  he  had  no  caufe 

to 
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to  regret  the  trouble  which  he  had  the  unknown  but  dreadful  calamx- 

taken  ;  as  it  proved  the  fortunate  ty,  which  was  to  take  place  in  the 

means  of  faving  the  fquadron  un-  Weft  Indies, 
der  his  immediate  command,  from 


CHAP. 


iir. 


Dreadful  hurricane  In  the  Weft  Indies.  Deftrudion  and  calamity  in  Bar- 
badoes,  St.  Lucia,  Granada,  St.  Vincents.  Great  lojfes  fuftained^  and 
dangers  encountered,  by  the  Britift?  na'val  force  in  thofe  feas.  French 
ijlands.  Humanity  of  the  Marquis  de  Bouille.  Hurricane  in  Jamaica, 
^cn-vn  of  Sa'vanna  la  Mar  over-ivhelmed.  Large  trail  of  rich  country, 
in  a  great  mecfure  defrayed.  Diftrefes,  and  great  lofjes,  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. Bounty  of  the  cro^wn  and  parliament.  Liberal  benefaSlions  of 
indfviduals.  Nenv  York.  Negociation,  betiveen  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and 
the  American  General  Arnold.  Major  Andre  employed  in  the  completion 
cf  the  fcheme.  Is  taken  in  difguife,  on  his  return  from  the  American 
camp.  Anjonvs  his  name  and  condition  in  a  letter  to  Gen.  Wajhington. 
Gen.  Arnold  efcapes  on  board  the  Vulture  ftoip  of  nvar.  Various  letters 
^written,  and  jneans  ineffedually  ufed,  in  order  to  fave  Major  Andre  from 
the  iinpending  danger.  He  is  tried  by  a  board  of  American  General  Officers, 
His  candour  and  magnanimity  on  the  trial :  is  fentenced  on  his  onvn  confef 
Jion,  and  the  teftimony  of  the  papers  ijuhich  ivere  found  iip07i  him.  Libe- 
rality  <vijith  wohich  he  ivas  treated,  and  his  fenj'e  of  it.  His  untimely 
death  clofes  the  tragedy.  Unufual  fympathy  'which  he  excited  in  the 
American  army.  Gen,  Arnold  is  appointed  to  a  command  in  the  Brit  iff 
army.  Publijhes  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  America ;  and  a  pro-, 
clamation,  direiied  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  continental  army* 
Diflreffes  in  the  American  Armyy  and  fome  of  their  caufes. 


THE  Weil  Indies  were  now 
doomed  to  experience  the 
weight  of  an  enemy,  far  more  ir- 
refiltable  and  terrible,  than  any 
which  the  malice,  or  power  of 
their  own  fpecies,  could  arm 
againft  them.  This  was  a  hurri- 
cane of  fo  dreadful  a  kind,  that  it 
feemed  to  be  rather  one  of  the  lait 
pangs  and  convulfions  of  nature, 
than  any  of  thofe  cuftomary  exer- 
tions, in  which  fhe  happily  produ- 
ces general  good,  though  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  fome  partial  evil. 

Although  this  tremendous  fcourge 
of  Providence,  feemed  to  fweep  the 
ftas  and  the  land  with  wild  and 


undiftinguifhed  fury,  yet  the  anti- 
entcolony,  and  till  then  flourifhing 
ifland  of  Barbadoes,  was  more 
particularly  the  marked  viftim  of 
its  rage.  The  hurricane  began  in 
that  ifland,  on  the  morning  of  the 
loth  of  Oftober,  1780;  and  con- 
tinued, with  little  intermiflion, 
about  48  hours.  In  the  afternoon 
of  the  firft  day,  the  fhips  were 
driven  from  their  anchors,  and  ob- 
liged to  encounter  all  the  horrors 
of  the  moft  outrageous  fea  that  the 
oldeft  feaman  had  ever  beheld. 
They  could  not,  however,  have 
envied,  if  they  had  known  their 
condition,  the  filuation  of  thofe 

whom 
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whom  they   had  left  behind   on 
Ihore. 

In  the  courfe  of  that  dreadful 
night,  Bridge  Town,  the  capital 
of  the  ifland,  was  nearly  laid  level 
with  the  earth.  The  hiftory  of 
the  government  houfe,  will  give 
fome  idea  of  the  fate  of  the  other 
buildings  in  that  town,  and  of 
theftateof  their  inhabitants.  That 
building,  which,  from  its  unufual 
ftrength,  feemed  calculated  to 
brave  all  the  outrages  of  feafons, 
was  nearly  of  a  circular  form,  and 
its  walls  above  three  feet  in  thick- 
nefs.  No  means  were  neglefted, 
betimes  in  the  evening,  to  bar- 
ricade the  doors  and  windows  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  Ihould  render 
them  proof  to  all  outward  violence. 
But  before  ten  o'clock,  the  irre- 
fiftable  force  of  the  tempeft  burft 
its  way  through  different  parts  of 
the  houfe ;  and  having  in  fome 
time  carried  off  the  roof,  and  the 
ruins  tumbling  on  all  fides,  the 
governor's  family  were  obliged  to 
fly  for  refuge  to  the  fouterrains ; 
but  they  were  foon  driven  from 
that  afylum  by  the  burfting  in  of 
the  water,  which,  through  the  con- 
tinued torrents  of  rain  that  fell, 
threatened  nothing  lefs  than  a 
^deluge. 

Nothing  now  remained,  but  an 
endeavour  to  gain  the  fields  ;  an 
attempt,  than  which,  except  their 
prefent  fituation,  nothing  could 
appear  more  dreadful  or  dangerous. 
It,  however,  fo  far  fucceeded, 
that  they  gained  fome  temporary 
fheltcr,  amongll  the  ruins  of  the 
foundation  or  platform,  on  which 
the  flag-ftafF  had  been  eredted. 
But  tlitle,  however  mafTy,  became 
fo  obedient  to  the  increafed  vio- 
lence and  aftonilhing  force  of  the 
wind,    as    to  threaten  inllant  de- 


flruftion  to  the  difti  fled  fugitives, 
who  were  again  c  mpeiled  to  en- 
counter all  the  open  horrors  of  the 
tempell.  The  governor,  and  fuch 
others  as  had  ftrength  and  recol- 
ledlion  enough  to  keep  together, 
after  being  frequently  blown, 
down,  and  rolled  about  in  the 
mire  and  wet,  at  length  gained  a 
battery,  and  took  flielter  under 
the  gun  carriages  ;  where  they  fat 
in  continual  apprehenfion  of  being 
cru(hed  to  pieces,  fo  terribly  were 
the  cannon  moved  by  the  ftorm. 

The  other  houfes  of  the  town 
being  much  earlier  deflroyed,  the 
furviving  inhabitants  were  of 
courfe  expofed  to  the  miferies  of  a 
longer  night  of  continued  danger 
and  horror.  Numbers  were  bu- 
ried in  their  houfes ;  and  the 
dreadful  uproar  of  the  tempeft, 
was  intermixed  with  the  groans  of 
the  dying,  the  cries  of  thofe  who 
were  incapable  of  dragging  their 
maimed  and  wounded  bodies  from 
the  ruins,  and  the  fcreams  of  wo- 
men and  children,  whofe  fate 
feemed  only  to  be  deferred  for 
greater  horrors,  whilll  they  were 
lamenting,  or  calling  for  help  to 
their  loft  friends. 

The  day-light  prefented  fuch 
a  fcene  of  defolation  as  has  feldom 
been  equalled.  That  beautiful 
ifland,  fo  lately  glowing  in  the 
richell  bloom  and  verdure  of  con- 
tinual fpring,  now  prefented  the 
image  of  thofe  broken  ar.d  dreary 
polar  regions,  whofe  difmal  waftes 
are  buried  in  eternal  winter.  The 
fmaller  towns  experienced  a  fimi- 
lar  ruin  with  the  capital.  It  was 
faid,  that  not  one  houfe  or  build- 
ing in  the  ifland,  however  ftrong 
or  flieltered,  was  exempt  from  da* 
mage;  but  that,  in  general,  they 
were  levelled  to  the  ground,  the 
plar.ta- 


32]       ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1781. 


plantations  dellroyed,  and  the 
produce  of  the  earth  fo  totally  torn 
up  and  difperfed,  as  not  to  leave 
a  trace  behind.  To  increafe  the 
calamity,  moll  of  the  living  ftock 
of  the  ifiand,  particularly  of  the 
horned  kind,  periflied.  And  re- 
putable and  opulent  families  were, 
in  common  with  the  moll  indi- 
gent, expofed  to  the  ftill  unex- 
haulled  fury  of  the  tempeft,  with- 
out food,  raiment,  or  cover. 

The  lofs  of  human  lives  was 
great,  even  among  the  Whites; 
butincluding  the  Blacks,  amount- 
ed to  fome  thoufands.  The  num- 
bers could  not,  however,  be  accu- 
rately eftimated.  Befides  thofe 
who  fell  vidtims  to  the  violence 
and  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
and  whofe  bodies  were  eafily 
found,  many  were  entombed  in 
their  own  houfes,  and  in  the  ruins 
of  others,  who  could  only  be  dif- 
covered  by  time.  Many  were 
whirled  by  the  force  of  the  lempell 
into  the  fea  ;  many  carried  off  by 
the  waves,  which  being  driven 
over  their  cuftomary  mounds  in- 
vaded the  fhore  ;  and  perhaps,  not 
a  fmaller  number,  by  the  torrents 
of  frefh  water  which  poured  from 
the  clouds.  As  the  firfl  objedl  of 
the  fuivivors,  next  to  the  provid- 
ing of  immediate  food  and  flielter, 
was  the  guarding  againfl  a  pelli- 
lence,  by  the  fpeedy  interment  of 
thofe  dead  bodies  which  were  eafi- 
ly found,  their  number  was  little 
attended  to,  in  that  fcene  of  hurry, 
diHrefs,  and  confufion. 

Perhaps  there  is  not  in  hiftory 
a  more  extraordinary  inllance  of 
the  united  force  of  the  winds  and 
waves,  than  was  fhewn  upon  this 
occafion,  in  the  removal  of  a  can- 
non of  twelve  pound  ball,  from 
the   fouih  to   the   north  battery  j 


being  a  dillance  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  yards  :  a  circumftance 
which  we  fhould  have  been  afraid 
of  relating  upon  any  jefis  authori- 
ty, than  that  of  a  public  docu- 
ment, tranfmitied  to  the  fecretary 
of  Hate  by  the  governor  of  the 
ifland. 

It  happened  mod  fortunately, 
and  probably  faved  Barbadoes  from 
utter  ruin,  that  Gen.  Vaughan, 
with  a  confiderable  body  of  troops 
were  then  on  the  ifland.  For  be- 
fides that  the  Blacks  were  in  a  ra- 
tio of  four  or  five  to  one  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  White?,  they  were  in- 
cumbered with  above  800  prifon- 
ers  of  war  ;  who,  as  well  as  the 
worft  and  moft  dangerous  members 
of  their  own  community,  were  all 
fet  at  large  by  the  dellruftion  of 
the  prifons.  The  general's  houfe 
being  early  deftroyed,  he  and  his 
family  underwent  a  full  fliare  of 
the  dangers  and  calamities  of  the 
night  ;  his  Secretary's  thigh  was 
broken,  and  he  did  not  efcape 
himfelf  without  many  bruifes. 

Such  are  the  happy  eiFeds  of 
order  and  difcipline,  that  al- 
though the  barracks  and  hofpital 
were  blown  down,  the  lofs  fullain- 
ed  by  the  troops  was  very  inconfi- 
derable ;  and  though  the  rapine 
of  the  negroes  during  the  general 
confufion,  kept  pace  with  the  vio- 
lence of  the  temped,  yet  the  ac- 
tivity of  the  ofBcers,  and  the  ala- 
crity of  the  private  men,  fucceeded 
fo  happily,  as  nearly  to  fave  all  the 
llores  and  provifions  deftined  for 
the  fervice  of  the  army  and  navy. 
It  was  no  lefs  fortunate,  at  a  time 
when  famine  was  flaring  the  whole 
ifland  in  the  face,  and  that  the 
moll  dreadful  ccnfequences  were 
to  be  apprehended  frim  its  effedl 
upon  the  negroes,  that  the  quan- 
tity 
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tity  of  the  latter  was  very  confi- 
derable. 

It  fhould  be  remembered,  to  the 
honour  and  praife  of  Don  Pedro 
St,  Jago,  a  captain  of  the  regi- 
ment of  Arragon,  and  of  the  other 
Spanifli  prifoners  at  Barbadoes, 
who  were  all  under  his  immediate 
direftiop,  that  they  aded  the  kind 
part  of  friends,  inftead  of  behaving 
like  enemies,  or  even  with  indif- 
ference in  this  feafon  of  calamity; 
and  that  they  omitted  no  labour 
or  fervice  within  their  power,  for 
the  affiit^nce  of  the  diftrefied  in- 
habitants, and  the  prefervation  of 
public  order. 

The  iflands  of  St.  Lucia,  Gra- 
nada, and  St.  Vincent,  were  like- 
wife  laid  nearly  defolate.  In  the 
firft,  all  the  huts  and  barracks  for 
the  troops,  as  well  as  the  other 
buildings  of  the  ifland,  were 
blown  down.  At  Granada,  the 
devaftation  was  proportioned  to 
the  fuperior  cultivation  and  im- 
provement of  that  ifland  ;  and  of 
St.  Vincent's,  it  was  faid,  that  not 
a,houfe  was  lefc  Handing.  Domi- 
nique, likewife  fuftered  greatly. 

Molt  of  the  (hips  of  war  were 
driven  out  to  fea  from  St.  Lucia, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  hurricane. 
Xh-  Vengeance,  which  was  moor- 
ed within  the  Careenage,  a  place, 
ever  till  now,  confidered  as  afford- 
ing the  utmoil  fecurity  in  all  winds 
and  weather,  was,  notwithfland- 
ing  that,  and  every  immediate 
efi-ort  for  her  further  fafety,  dri- 
ven upon  the  rocks,  and  her  efcape 
from  utter  deitruction,  exceeded  all 
hcpe  and  expedation.  The  tranf- 
ports,  victuallers,  and  traders, 
were  at  bed  difmaited,  and  moftly 
driven  on  fhore. 

Of  the  Ihips  of  war  which  were 
driven  out  to  fea,  the  Montague 
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returned,  without  mafl  or  bow- 
fpric  Ifmding,  and  eight  feet  water 
in  her  hok'.  —  the  AJhx,  greatly 
damaged— the  Beaver's  prir.e,  of 
18  guns,  was  wrecked  on  the  back 
of  the  ifland,  and  all  the  officers 
and  crew,  except  17  men,  perifh- 
ed.  The  prefervation  of  the 
Amazon,  afier  being  overfet  in 
the  utmoft  violence  of  the  hurri- 
cane, notwithilanding  the  praifes 
juflly  du",  to  the  undaunted  refo- 
lution,  and  the  unequalled  efforts 
and  aftivity  of  the  officers  and 
crew,  ieems  fo  little  fhort  of  be- 
ing miraculous,  that,  at  a  greater 
diltance  of  time,  it  would  have 
been  deemed  incredible.  The 
Andromeda  and  Laurel,  of  28 
guns  each,  were  not  fo  fortunate  ; 
they  were  both  lofi  en  the  coaft  of 
Martinique,  none  of  the  ofncers, 
and  very  few  of  the  crews  being 
faved.  The  Deal  Caflle,  of  24 
guns,  fuffered  the  frme  fate  ;  and 
the  Egmont  of  74,  arrived  at  Ja- 
maica, without  a  mart:,  and  in  all 
other  refpcdts  little  better  than  a 
wreck. 

The  fquadron  under  the  com- 
mand of  Admiral  Rowley,  which 
convoyed  the  Jamaica  trade  on  its 
way  to  Europe,  experienced  no 
lefs  calamity,  and  fuflained  flill 
greater  lofs.  Of  this  fquadron, 
the  Admiral,  with  five  more,  re- 
turned to  Jamaica,  moflly  difmaft- 
ed,  and  all  difabled.  The  Ber- 
wick, being  feparated,  and  dif- 
mafled,  found  it  lefs  aifficult,  or 
thought  it  lefs  dangerous,  to  pro- 
ceed alone  to  England,  than  to 
return.  But  the  Stirling  CaflK-, 
of  64  guns,  was  totally  loft  on  the 
coall  of  Hifpaniola,  and  only 
about  50  of  the  crew  faved.  The 
folitary  fate  of  the  Thunderer,  of 
74   guns,    under    the  conduft    of 
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Commodore  Boyle  Walfingham, 
was  (till  more  calamitous  ;  (he  be- 
ing Co  completely  fwallowed  up  in 
this  confliclof  the  elements,  thatno 
memorial  or  particulars  of  her  ca- 
taftrophe  can  ever  come  to  light. 

The  Phoenix  of  44  guns.  Sir 
Hyde  Parker,  was  wrecked  on 
the  illand  of  Cuba  ;  but  the  offi- 
cers, and  nio(t  of  her  crew,  were 
happily  faved.  The  Barbadoes 
and  Viftor  (loops  of  war,  with  the 
Cameleon,  Scarborough,  and  La 
Blanche  frigates,  became  likewife, 
upon  different  fervices,  and  with 
a  partial  or  total  lofs  of  men  and 
officers,  victims  to  the  rage  of  this 
mercilefs  feafon. 

The  French  iflands,  feem  to 
have  fufi'ered  even  more  than  the 
Englilh,  excepting  only  Barba- 
does. At  Martinique,  the  beauti- 
ful town  of  St.  Pierre,  built  upon 
the  (hore,  was  faid  to  have  been 
entirely  overwhelmed  and  wafhed 
away  ;  and  the  town  of  BafTeterre, 
in  Guadaloupe,  was  reported  to 
have  fhared  the  fame  fate.  About 
iixty  fail  of  tranfports  from  France, 
which  had  arrived  that  morning 
at  Martinique,  with  llores,  and 
2,500  troops  on  board,  were  all 
driven  out  to  fea  ;  and  both  fhips 
and  foldiers  fuffered  extremely. 
Several  vvere  entirely  loft  ;  and 
fome  were  taken,  by  thofe  who 
had  themfelves  juft  efcaped  the 
danger,  and  who  were  ftill  fuffer- 
ing  under  the  efFds  of  the  com- 
mon calamity.  The  Experiment 
of  50  guns,  and  the  Juno  of  for- 
ty, with  fome  other  Royal  French 
frigates,  were  entirely  dellroyed  ; 
and  19  fail  of  loaded  Dutch  vef- 
fels  were  dafhed  to  pieces  on  the 
ifland  of  Granada.  Nor  did  the 
Dutch  ifland  of  St.  Euftatius, 
efcape  the  general  effects  of  the 
hurricane  ;  the  damage  there  bein* 


eftimatedat  not  lefs  than  150,000!. 
fterling. 

The  humanity  of  the  Marquis 
de  Bouille,  affords  fome  relief  to 
thefe  fcenes  of  horror  and  devafta- 
tion.  That  governor  fent  31  Bri- 
tifh  failors,  (being  the  poor  re- 
mains that  were  faved  of  the  crews 
of  the  Laurel  and  Andromeda) 
under  a  flag  of  truce,  to  Com- 
modore Hocham,  at  St.  Lucia,  ac- 
companied with  a  letter  or  mef- 
fage,  in  which  he  declared,  that  he 
could  not  confider  in  the  light  of 
enemies,  men  who  had  fo  hard- 
ly efcaped  in  a  contention  with 
the  force  of  the  elements  ;  but 
that  they,  having,  in  common 
with  his  own  people,  been  par- 
takers of  the  fame  danger,  v/ere, 
in  like  manner,  entitled  to  every 
comfort  and  relief  which  could  bs 
given,  in  a  feafon  of  fuch  univer- 
fal  calamity  and  didrefs.  He  only 
lamented,  he  faid,  that  their  num- 
ber was  fo  fmall  ;  and  particular- 
ly, that  none  of  the  officers  were 
faved.  Thus  did  that  eminent 
commander,  and  magnanimous 
enemy,  fuftain  the  high  character 
which  he  has  fo  juftly  attained,  as 
well  with  the  Englilh  as  his  own 
nation,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prelent 
war;  and  to  which,  or  more  pro- 
perly, to  thofe  great  qualities  from 
which  it  is  derived,  he  is  perhaps 
no  lefs  beholden  for  fome  of  his  ac- 
quifitions,  than  to  the  fuperiority 
of  his  arms. 

When  it  is  recollecled  that  the 
hurricanes  of  this  feafon,  fwept 
the  coafts  of  Europe  and  America 
as  well  as  the  Welt  Indies  ;  and 
that  even  a  beautiful  part  of  the 
country,  on  both  fides  of  the 
Thames,  between  London  and 
Richmond,  fuffered  very  much 
(about  the  time  of  the  devaftation 
in  the-  Leewuid  illctndf)   by  a  hur- 
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ricane  of  fo  peculiar  and  dreadful 
a  nature,  as  had  not  been  frequent- 
ly experienced  in  this  climate  and 
country,  it  will  afford  no  caufe 
of  wonder,  that  Jamaica  fhould 
partake  deeply  of  the  common  ca- 
lamity. 

The  hurricane  in  Jamaica,  was, 
however,  different  in  many  re- 
fpeds  from  the  others.  It  was 
earlier  in  point  of  time  by  a  week, 
than  that  at  Barbadoes;  and  was 
more  complex,  being  accompanied 
by  an  earthquake,  and  a  moil  ex- 
traordinary fwell  of  the  fea,  which 
rendered  it  ftill  more  terrible,  as 
well  as  fatal.  But  its  effeds  were 
happily  more  confined  ;  and  it 
feems  to  have  been  only  the  tip  of 
its  eaflern  wing,  which  fwept  the 
weftern  point  of  that  ifland.  The 
two  large  dillrifts,  which  are  call- 
ed parifhes,  of  Weflmoreland  and 
Hanover,  which  include  the  whole 
breadth  of  Jamaica  in  its  weftern 
extreme,  were  accordingly  the 
principal  vidtims  of  its  rage;  al- 
though their  nearelt  eaflern  neigh- 
bours, in  the  parifhes  of  St.  James 
and  Elizabeth,  felt  no  fmall  fhare 
of  its  fury, 

Whilfl  the  unhappy  inhabitants 
of  Savanna  la  Mar  (then  a  confi- 
derable  trading  town  on  the  fouth 
Q^  J  fide  of  the  ifland,  in 
^  *  Weflmoreland  parifh) 
were  gazing  with  aflonifhment, 
at  fuch  a  fwell  of  the  fea,  and  agi- 
tation of  its  waves,  as  had  never 
been  before  beheld  ;  on  a  fud- 
den,  at  once,  burfling  through  all 
bounds,  and  furmounting  all  ob- 
ftacles,  it  overwhelmed  the  town  ; 
and  fwept  every  thing  away  fo 
completely  upon  its  retreat,  as 
not  to  leave  the  fmalleil  veftige  of 
man,  beafl,  or  habitation  bthind. 


About  300  perfons,  of  all  colours* 
perifhed  in  this  dreadful  irruption. 
The  fea  flowed  up  half  a  mile  be- 
yond its  ufual  fixed  limits  ;  and  fo 
fudden  and  unavoidable  was  the 
dcilruftion,  although  it  took  place 
at  noon  day,  that  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  one  gentleman's  houfe, 
confitling  of  ten  whites,  and  about 
forty  negroes,  not  a  foul  of  either 
fort  efcaped. 

This  was  only  the  prelude  to 
immediate  and  more  extenfive  ca- 
lamity. Where  the  fea,  in  its 
prefent  degree  of  force,  could  not 
reach,  the  bufinefs  of  dellrudlion 
was  nearly  as  effedlually  carried  on 
by  the  fucceeding  earthquake  and 
hurricane.  Between  both,  fcarcely 
a  houfe  or  building  of  any  fort  was 
left  Handing  in  the  two  fiill  pa- 
rifhes we  mentioned,  any  more 
than  in  a  conliderable  part  of  the 
two  others  ;  particularly  that  of 
St.  James,  which  flood  in  the 
next  degree  of  lufFering.  A  great 
number  of  the  white  inhabitants, 
and  of  neceffity,  a  much  greater 
of  the  negroes,  periflied  during 
the  courfe  of  the  hurricane.  The 
provifions  were  entirely  deilroycf)  ; 
and  the  live  Hock  efcaped  little 
better.  But  the  calamity  was  not 
confined  to  the  fruits  of  the  earth, 
nor  to  its  immediate  inhabitants. 
The  rich  and  cultivated  foil,  was 
in  many  places  covered  with  heaps 
of  ilerile  matter,  which  could  not 
be  removed  by  any  profitable  -la* 
hour,  and  which  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  culture  to  reclaim.  Thus 
a  people,  who  had  generally  been 
in  a  Hate  of  high  ulHuencc,  were 
in  an  inflant  reduced  to  ihe  ex- 
treme of  want  and  mifery.  Their 
remote  ficuaiion  rendered  their 
condition     the    more    deplorable, 
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There  was  no  friend  or  kind  neigh- 
bour to  fly  to  for  an  afylum,  where 
all  were  equally  wretched. 

The  damage  in  the  parifh  of 
Weftmoreland  only,  was  ellimat- 
ed  at  950,000!.  Jamaica  curren- 
cy, amounting  to  near  700,000  1. 
fterling.  In  that  of  Hanover,  one 
fourth  part  of  the  abfolute  pro- 
perty, was  faid  to  be  loft  for 
ever.  The  damage  in  the  other 
two  pariihes  was  very  confider- 
able. 

The  merchants  of  Kingfton,  the 
metropoii*  of  the  ifland,  gene- 
roufly  fuhfcribed  10,000  1.  for  the 
immediate  relief  of  the  unfortu- 
nate fufFerers ;  the  value  of  which 
was  fpeedily  tranfmitted  to  them, 
in  thofe  articles  of  cloathing  and 
provifion  which  were  moft  urgent- 
ly neceffary.  But  the  bounty  of 
the  crown  and  parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  would  afford  a  lafting  tef- 
timonial  of  the  beneficence,  libe- 
rality, and  grandeur  of  this  coun- 
try, if  all  other  memorials  of  its 
generofity  and  greatncfs  were  for- 
gotten.  In  the  height  of  a  lof- 
ine;  and  moft  unfortunate  domef- 
tic  and  foreign  war  ;  a  war,  not 
lefs  diftinguifhed  from  all  others 
by  the  greatnefs  of  its  lofl'es,  than 


from  the  one,  and  had  pretty  well 
efcaped  the  other.  Admiral  Ar- 
buthnot  ftill  continued  his  ftation 
about  Gardner's  B;iy  and  Block 
Ifland,  to  watch  the  motions  of 
M.  de  Ternay;  whilft  the  induftry 
of  the  French  was  quickened,  in 
completing  the  fortifications,  and 
increafing  the  defences  of  the  har- 
bour, at  Rhode  Ifland,  from  an 
apprehenflon  of  the  great  fuperi- 
ority  of  naval  force,  which  the  ar- 
rival of  Sir  George  Rodney  had 
thrown  into  the  fcale  on  the  Bri- 
tifli  fide. 

Whether  it  proceeded  from  a 
knowledge  that  the  fortifications 
at  Rhode  Ifland  were  now  in  fuch 
firength  on  the  land  fide,  as  to  bid 
defiance  to  any  force  which  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  could  with  fafety 
draw  from  New  York,  whether  the 
harbour  was  fo  well  fortified  as 
not  to  admit  the  approach  of  the 
fleet,  or  whether  the  fcafon  was 
fo  far  advanced,  that  it  would  not 
be  prudent  to  expofe  the  fliips  to 
the  dangerous  uncertainty  of  the 
v/eather,  we  do  not  know  ;  but 
however  it  was,  no  attempt  was 
made  to  derive  any  advantage  from 
the  prefent  naval  fuperiority.  The 
critics  upon  military  afl^'airs,  with 


by  its  unparalleled  expcnccs  ;  yet,     whom  New  York,  nearly  from  its 
in  this  I'taie  of  public  and  private     firll   coming  into  our   hands,   pe- 


calamitv,  the  houfe  of  commons 
initantly  granted  80,000  I.  for  the 
relief  of  the  fufterers  in  Barba- 
does,  and  40,000!.  for  thofe  in 
Jamaica.  The  generous  benefac- 
tiors  of  individuals  kept  pace  with 
the  public  munificence. 

Whilft  the  Weft  India  iflands 
were  doubly  fuffering,  under  all 
the  evils  of  \^ar,  and  under  fome 
of  the  greateft  calamities  of  na- 
ture, the  continent  cf  North  Ame- 
rica eiijoyed  fome  tolerable  refpite 


culiarly  abounded,  were  as  bit- 
ter in  their  cenfures,  and  revil- 
ed the  commanders  with  as  little 
mercy  and  deceny  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  as  they  had  both  themfelves 
and  their  predeceJTors  upon  many 
others. 

During  this  apparent  calm,  and 
a  fort  of  tacit  cefTation  of  hoftiji- 
ty,  produced  only  by  the  peculiar 
ficuation  and  circuinllances  of  the 
parties  on  both  fides,  a  fcheme  of 
the  utmoft  importance  was  in  agi- 
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tation,  calculated,  if  it  could  have 
taken  cfFeft  in  its  full  extent,  to- 
tally to  change  the  hce  of  affairs 
in  America,  and  to  bring  the  war 
to  a  fpeedy,  if  not  immediate  con- 
clufion. 

Every  reader  is  fufficiently  ac- 
quainted with  the  figure  which  the 
American  General,  Arnold,  made, 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
war.  In  peaceful  occupations  he 
was  not  fo  happy.  Retired  from 
the  army,  on  account  of  the  wound 
he  received  in  the  caufe  of  Ame- 
rica, and  which  endeared  him  to 
that  whole  continent,  he  foon  loft 
the  affections  of  his  countrymen, 
which  he  had  purchafed  at  fo  dear 
a  rate.  His  conduft  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Philadelphia,  to  which  he 
had  been  appointed  upon  the  re- 
treat of  the  Britifli  army,  was  of 
fuch  a  nature,  or  fo  reprefented 
by  his  enemies,  as  drew  upon  him, 
rot  only  the  odium  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  that  city,  but  of  the  pro- 
vince in  general.  He  was  charged 
with  oppreflion,  extortion,  with 
exorbitant;  and  enormous  charges 
upon  the  public  in  his  accounts, 
and  with  applying  the  public  mo- 
ney and  property  to  his  own  pri- 
vate ufe.  Many  of  the  particu- 
Jars  appear  in  the  publications  of 
the  time. 

He  appealed  from  the  judgment 
of  the  commifTioners  who  had  been 
appointed  to  infped  his  accounts 
(and  who  had  rcjefted  above  half 
the  amount  of  his  demands)  to  the 
Congrels  ;  and  they  appointed  a 
committee,  of  their  own  body,  to 
examine  and  fettle  the  bulinefs. 
The  committee  not  only  confirmed 
the  report  of  the  commilfioners, 
but  were  of  opinion,  that  they  had 
allowed  him  more  than  he  had  any 
right  to  expcdl  or  demand,    Mr. 


Arnold  Ihewed  himfelf  highly  ir- 
ritated by  this  determination  ;  and 
uttered  inveftives  againft  the  Con- 
grefs,  not  lefs  violent  than  thofe 
that  he  had  before  thrown  out 
againft  the  commillioners. 

He  was,  however,  foon  obliged 
to  abide  the  judgment  of  a  court- 
martial,  upon  the  various  charges 
of  malverfation  in  office,  exhibit- 
ed againll  him  by  the  executive 
government  of  Philadelphia,  as 
well  on  the  grounds  we  have  men- 
tioned, as  on  fome  others.  This 
court  found  his  condud  (in  gene- 
ral terms)  highly  reprehenfible, 
and  ordered  that  he  fhould  be  re- 
primanded by  General  Wafhing- 
ton.  This  fentence  gave  no  fatif- 
faftion  to  theaccufers.  Thev  faid, 
that  the  confideration  of  General 
Arnold's  former  fervices  had  ren- 
dered his  judges  too  favourable. 
On  the  other  fide,  the  party  ac- 
cufed  attacked  them  as  giving  a 
general  cenfure,  becaule  they 
were  refolved  to  find  him  guilty, 
and  yet  could  fix  on  nothing  fpc- 
cific. 

He  who  had  held  fo  large  a 
fhare  of  popularity,  could  not  but 
feverely  feel,  that  lofs  of  public 
opinion  and  private  efteem  which 
he  now  experienced.  He  whs  not 
of  a  difpofition  to  be  filent  in  fuch 
circumftances.  He  complained 
loudly  J  and  made  as  little  fcruple 
of  charging  his  countrymen  in 
general  with  ingratitude,  as  their 
governors  of  injuflice. 

A  calm,  however,  on  all  fiies, 
feemed  to  have  fucceeded  to  thefe 
violent  llorms.  His  favour  with 
Gen,  Wafliington  feems  to  have 
continued  ;  and  he  was  foon  after 
his  reprimand  taken  again  ir.to 
aftual  fervice  in  the  principal  ar- 
my, in  a  licuation  of  confiderable 
[C]  3  rank 
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rank  and  truft.  In  the  temper  of 
mind  defcribed,  and  in  that  fitua- 
tion,  he  carried  on  a  negociation 
with  Sir  Henry  Clinton  for  the 
purpofe  of  returning  to  his  alle- 
giance, and  of  delivering  up  the 
pelt  and  p^rt  of  the  army  which  he 
commanded  to  »hat  General.  How 
the  ice  was  iirll  broken,  the  nego- 
ciation conduced,  or  how  long  it 
had  been  in  agitation,  are  matters 
which  do  not  appear,  and  are  of 
little  confequence.  Its  failure  was 
marked  by  the  unhappy  fate  of 
M-^'jor  Andre,  adjutant-general  of 
the  Britifh  anr.y  ;  a  rifing  young 
officer  of  great  hope,  and  of  no 
common  merit. 

This  was    the    gentleman    em- 
ployed, at  leaft,  in  the  completion 
of  the  meafures  taken  in  concert 
with    Gen.   Arnold.      Objefts  of 
vaft   importance,    will    neceflarily 
occafion  a  deviation  from  all  gene- 
ral rules,    if  not  from  the  princi- 
ples of  aftion.     That  now  in  view, 
was     the    mcX    momentous    that 
could   well   be   offered.      It   held 
out,  along  wiih   the  concluilon  of 
a   doubtful    and   dangerous    war, 
no  lefs  than  the  final  fubjugation, 
without  condition  or  treaty,  of  the 
revolted  American  Colonies.    It  is 
not  then  to  be  wondered  ar,   that 
the  near  apparent  grafp  of  fo  great 
a   prize,    fhould  banilh   all   lefler 
confiderations  ;  and  prove  fi^ch  a 
fpur  to  enterprize,  as  no  rifque, 
danger,  or  poflible  confequences, 
could  be  capable  of  counterading. 
Andre,  who  by  his  open  bravery, 
high  ideas  of  candour,    and  dif- 
dain  of  duplicity,  was   not  fo  fit 
for  an  employment,  which   along 
with  great  mechanical  boldnef?,  re- 
c^uired  a  proportionable  degree  of 
diffimulation    and  circumfpciftion, 
yet  poflsfled  other  qualities,  which 


feemed  fully  to  counterbalance 
that  deficiency.  His  fidelity  and 
honour  were  fixed  and  unalterable ; 
and  thefe  were  qualities  not  much 
to  be  expefled  in  thofe,  who  in 
other  rcfpeds  might  feem  much 
fitter  for  the  purpofe.  Befides, 
his  place,  charadter,  and  the  confi- 
dence of  the  commander  in  chief, 
which  he  was  known  fully  to  pof- 
fefs,  afforded  a  weight  to  his  ne- 
gociation, the  want  of  which  in 
meaner  agents  would  have  been  at- 
tended with  many  difficulties. 

The  failure  of  the  French  fleet 
with  refpeft  to  the  attack  on  New 
York,  having  overthrown  uU   the 
fchemes  of  adive  operation  on  the 
fide  of  the  Americans  for  the  pre- 
fent  feafon,  Wafhington  ftationed 
his   army   (which  wa^  now  confi- 
derably    reduced  in    dumber    and 
llrength)  in  the  llrong  holds  of  the 
Highlands,   on  both   fides  of  the 
North  River,  for  the  winter;  where 
its  fituation,  befides  fecurity,   af- 
forded an  opportunity  of  watching 
the  motions   of  the  Britifli  forces, 
and   of  repreffing    the    incurfions 
from  New,  York.    In  this  arrange- 
ment of  the  American  forces,  the 
Itrong  and   very  important  port  of 
"Weft  point,  with  its  neighbouring 
dependencies,  and  awing,  or  very 
confiderable  divifion  of  the  army, 
were  entrulled  to  the  cuflody  and 
condud   of    Major    General    Ar- 
nold. 

Wafhington's  abfence  in  Con- 
nedicut,  was  probably  deemed  a 
favourable  opportunity  for  the  fi- 
nal completion  of  a  negociation, 
which  it  is  evident  had  for  fome 
time  been  in  hand.  The  Vulture 
floop  of  war  had  been  previoufly 
liationed  in  the  North  River,  at 
fuch  adiftance  from  Arnold's  pods, 
a."!,  without  exciting  fufpicion, 
would. 
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would,  however,  ferve  for  carry- 
ing on  the  neceflary  communica- 
tion. It  appears  likewife  that  a 
written  correfpondence,  by  other 
means,  and  through  other  chan- 
nels, had  been  carried  on,  between 
Arnold  and  Major  Andre,  at  New 
York,  under  the  borrowed  names 
of  Guftavus  and  Anderfon. 

The  outlines  of  the  projefl 
were,  that  Arnold  fhould  make 
fuch  a  difpofition  of  the  wing  of 
the  army  under  his  command,  as 
would  enable  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
completely  to  furprize  their  llrong 
ports  and  batteries,  and  throw  the 
troops  fo  entirely  into  his  hands, 
that  they  mnft  inevitably  either 
Jay  down  their  arms,  or  be  cut  to 
pieces  on  the  fpot.  Befides  the 
immediate  pofleffion  of  thofe  ftrong 
holds,  thus  cheaply  obtained,  and 
the  cutting  off"  fo  great  a  part  of 
the  enemy's  beft  force,  without 
lofs  or  difficulty,  the  confequenccs 
would  have  reached  much  farther  ; 
for  the  remainder  of  Wafhington's 
army,  would  then  have  been  laid 
open  in  fuch  a  manner,  to  the 
joint  exertion  of  the  Britifh  forces 
by  land  and  water,  that  nothing 
lefs  than  ilaughter,  rout,  difper- 
(ion,  and  final  ruin,  could  have 
been  the  refult  with  refpedl  to  the 
Americans.  Such  a  ftroke  could 
not  have  bsen  recovered.  Inde- 
pendent of  the  lofs  of  artillery, 
magazines,  and  llores,  fuch  a  de- 
llrudion  of  their  whole  difciplined 
force,  and  of  moit,  if  not  all  of 
their  bell  ofiicers,  mull  have  been 
immediately  fatal. 

The  neceflary  arrangements  be- 
ing made.  Major  Andie  was  land- 
Qo,.*  ^^    *it    iiiehi    from     the 

Hoop  of  war,  without 
the  American  ports,  where  he 
found    Arnold    waiting    for    him 


on  the  fhore.  The  latter  convey, 
ed  him  into  camp;  where  he  con- 
tinued with  him,  during  that 
night  and  the  following  day.  In 
that  time  it  was  very  unfortunate- 
ly found  neceffary  to  change  the 
Britifh  uniform  of  his  regiment, 
which  he  had  hitherto  worn  under 
a  furtout  coat,  for  fome  common 
drefs.  From  fome  alarm,  appre- 
henfions,  or  caufes,  which  do  not 
appear,  Arnold  could  not  fulfil 
his  promife  to  Andre,  of  fending 
him  back,  by  the  fame  way  that 
he  came,  in  order  to  get  on  board 
the  Vulture.  On  the  contrary, 
he  was  conveyed  the  fecond  night, 
through  a  remote  part  of  the  camp, 
and  then  left  to  purfue  a  journey 
of  fome  length,  and  alone,  to 
New  York.  He  was,  however, 
furnifhed  with  a  horfe,  and  with 
palTports  from  Arnold  ;  and  being 
now  quite  clesr  of  the  different 
guards  and  ports  of  the  camp,  all 
of  which  he  had  paffed  under  the 
name  of  Anderfon,  he  could  not 
but  think  himfelf  in  tolerable 
fafety. 

But  fortune  was  not  in  fo  fa- 
vourable a  mood.  In  pafTing 
through  a  place  called  Tarry 
Town,  on  the  following  day,  he 
was  ftopt  by  three  young  volun- 
teers or  militia  men,  who  do  not 
leem  to  have  been  upon  any  parti- 
cular fervice  or  duty.  His  pafT- 
port  fecmed  at  hrrt  to  produce  its 
intended  effeft  ;  and  after  a  perufal, 
they  fuffcred  him  to  proceed  with- 
out further  trouble.  But  he  had 
pot  paffed  many  yards,  when  one 
of  them,  upon  a  little  recollec- 
tion, was  (o  forcibly  ftruck,  by 
the  imprefh'n  of  fome  p^irticula-- 
rity,  which  he  conceived  he  had 
perceived  in  the  llranger's  manner 
cr  countenance,  thai  he  pcremp- 

[C]  4  lonly 
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torily  infifted  with  his  companions, 
upon  their  examining  him  more 
strictly.  This  recolledilion  was 
decifive  and  fatal.  Andre  was 
not  ufed  to,  nor  prepared  for  fuch 
encounters.  Or,  as  he  faid  hini- 
ielf  in  his  letter  to  Walliington, 
♦'  I  was  too  little  verfed  in  de- 
**  caption,  to  praftife  it  with  any 
««  degree  or  hope  of  fuccefs." 
He  offered  the  captors  a  confi- 
derable  purfe  of  gold,  and  a  very 
valuable  watch,  for  letting  him 
pafs ;  and  it  would  appear  from 
the  American  accounts,  and  in- 
deed feems  confirmed  by  the  very 
high  praifes  which  they  bellowed, 
upon  the  virtue  and  patriotifm,  as 
they  called  it,  of  three  fimple 
young  men,  in  the  humbleft  walks 
of  life,  who  nobly  difdained,  be- 
fides  the  immediate  temptation, 
the  very  fafcinsting  ofrers  of  per- 
manent provifion,  and  even  of 
future  promotion,  which  were 
made  them,  on  condition  of  their 
conveying  and  accompanying  the 
major  to  New  York. 

Upon  Andre's  firft  examina- 
tion, he  flill  fupported  the  name 
and  fuppofed  charaAer  of  Ander- 
fon,  a  real  or  imaginary  inha- 
bitant of  New  York  ;  and  though 
the  pap-^rs  that  were  found  in  his 
boot,  fubjedled  him  to  inftant  exe- 
cution, in  the  ufual  fummary  way 
pradifcd  with  fpies,  yet  he  no- 
bly ch'fe  to  encounter  that  im- 
mediate danger,  and  ignominious 
fate,  rather  than  let  any  thing 
com'"  out  which  could  involve  Ar- 
nold, until  he  had  time  to  pro- 
vide for  his  fafety.  The  papers 
were  all  in  Arnold's  hand-writing, 
and  contained  exaft  leturns,  of 
the  (late  of  the  fcrcp?,  ordnance, 
and  defences,  at  Weft  Point,  and 
its  dependencies,  with   the  artil- 


lery orders,  critical  remarks  on 
the  works,  an  ellimate  of  the 
number  of  men  that  were  ordi-- 
narily  on  duty  to  man  them,  and 
a  copy  of  fome  very  interefting 
matters,  which  had  been  lately 
laid  before  a  council  of  war  by  the 
commander  in  chief. 

Several  circurnftanccs  attending 
this  tranfaftion  were  highly  for- 
tunate to  Arnold.  Particularly 
the  delay  occafioned  by  its  hap- 
pening at  a  diftance  from  the 
camp  ;  as  well  as  through  the  in- 
decifion,  which  fo  new  and  ex- 
traordinary a  cafe,  that  feemed 
beyond  their  reach  and  authority, 
neceflariiy  produced  in  thofe  in- 
ferior officers  or  country  magif- 
trates,  by  whom  Andre  was  hrll 
examined. 

General  Wafhington  returned 
from  Connecticut,  about  noon  on 
the  25th  ;  Andre  having  been  then, 
full  48  hours  in  culiody,  without 
any  knowledge  of  the  tranfadion 
having  yet  reached  the  camp.  At 
Arnold's  quarters,  the  general  was 
informed  that  he  had  been  out  for 
fome  hours,  and  was  fuppofed  to 
be  gone  to  Weft  Point,  vvhither 
he  accordingly  went,  and  difco- 
vered  to  his  furprize,  that  he  had 
not  been  there  that  day  ;  this 
was,  however,  increafed  upon  his 
return,  when  he  found  that  he 
was  ftill  abfent  from  quarters. 
But  every  thing  now  was  upon 
the  point  of  being  cleared  up.  A 
packet  arrived,  with  an  account 
of  the  capture  of  John  Anderion, 
and  enclcfing  the  papers  which 
were  found  upon  him  ;  accom- 
panied likewiie,  with  a  letter 
from  the  prifoner  himfelf  to  the 
general.  He  was  now  alfo  in- 
formed, that  Arnold  had  received 
a   letter,    which   threw  him   into 

fome 
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fome  vifible  degree  of  agitation, 
jull  before  his  departure  from 
quarters  in  the  morning.  Wa(h- 
ington  immediately  iffued  orders, 
to  prevent,  if  poflible,  his  efcape ; 
but  ic  was  then  too  late;  for  Ar- 
nold, upon  the  difcovery  of  his 
danger,  without  ev-en  waiting  to 
fecure  or  deftroy  his  papers,  had 
abandoned  every  thing  ;  and  pro- 
ceeding down  the  river,  under  the 
cover  of  a  flag,  was  then  fafe  on 
board  the  Vulture  fhip  of  war. 

The  vindication  of  his  honour, 
and    not   the    prefervatlon    of  his 
life,    was    the    great    objeft    with 
Andre,   in   his  letter  to  Wafhing- 
ton  ;  in  which  he  avowed  his  name 
and    character.      The   imputation 
of   treachery,    and    the    dre«d    of 
being  confidered  in   the  bafe  con- 
dition   of   a    {py,    were    worfe    to 
him  than  death.     He  accordingly 
laboured   to  Ihew,   that  he  did  not 
properly  come  within  that  defcrip- 
tion  ;    that    he  had  held  a  corre- 
fpondence  with  a  perfon  under  the 
orders  of  his  general  ;   that  his  in- 
tentions went  no  farther,   than  the 
meeting  of  that  perfon  on  neutral 
ground,   for  the  purpofe  of  incel- 
ligen^e  ;  but  that  he  was  circum- 
vented   or    betrayed,    within    the 
American    polls  ;    and  that  being 
then  in  faft  a  prifoner,  he  was  ob- 
liged to  fubinit  to  fuch   meafores 
as  were  concerted   for  his  efcnpe, 
by  quilting  his  uniform  ;  and  thus 
was  forced  into  the  condition  of  an 
enemy  in  difguife.     His   only  fo- 
licitation    was,    that   to    whatever 
rigour  policy   might  devote  him, 
a  decency  of  treatment  might  be 
obfcrved,  which  would  mark,  that 
though  unfortunate,  he  was  brand- 
ed    with    nothing    difnonourable, 
and   that  he  was  involuntarily  an 
impoUor.— In  a  word,  his  en-emies 


acknowledged,  that  the  letter  was 
conceived  in  terms  of  dignity 
without  infolence,  and  of  apoloo^y 
without  meannels. 

Washington  had  immediate mea- 
fures  to  take,  in  order  to  proteifl 
his  camp  and  works  from  the  un- 
known, but  poflible  confequences 
of  General  Arnold's  defertion  : 
nor  could  he  be  entirely  free  from 
apprehenfion,  that  the  treachery 
had  fpread  farther  than  he  was  yet 
aware  of.  It  foon  appeared,  how- 
ever, that  he  had  no  party  in  the 
army  to  fupport  his  defign  ;  and 
that  if  he  had  any  contidents  or 
aflbciates,  they  were  few  in  num- 
ber, and  men  of  no  great  confe- 
quence.  But  though  the  defign 
was  defeated,  the  idea  was  alarm- 
ing ill  point  of  precedent  ;  and 
the  contagion  of  example  was  flill 
to  be  dreaded, 

Arnold  wrote  a  letter  to  Wa(h- 
ing<on,  from  on  board  the  Vul- 
ture, on  the  very  day  of  his 
eicape.  In  this  he  does  not  en- 
ter much  into  any  defence  or  ex- 
planation of  his  condudl,  but 
feems  to  rell  fatisfied  in  an  in- 
ternal confcioufnela  of  reditude. 
He  declares,  that  the  love  of  his 
country,  which  had  been  the  ru- 
ling principle  with  him  through 
the  whole  contcft,  h^d  operated 
equally  upon  him  in  his  prefent 
condud,  however  inconlilient  it 
might  appear  to  the  world,  who, 
(he  obferves)  very  feldom  judge 
right  of  any  man's  adlion;.. — But 
the  great  objeft  and  defit-n  of  his 
letter,  was  to  interell  Wathington's 
humanity  in  the  protcdion  of 
Mrs.  Arnold,  from  the  miftaken 
vengeance  of  his  country  ;  that, 
he  faid,  ought  to  fall  only  upon 
himfelf;  *'  for  flie"  (he  exclaimed 
in  the  language  of  palfion)  **  is  as 

good 
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erood  and  as  innocent  as  an  angel, 
and  is  incapable  of  doing  wrong." 

On  the  lame  day.  Col.  Robin - 
fen,  who  was  likewife  on  board 
the  Vulture,  and  feems  fo  far  to 
have  accompanied  Andie  on  this 
enterpiize,  fent  a  letter  to  Waih- 
ington,  reclaiming  him  on  the 
following  grounds  ;  viz.  That  he 
had  gone  under  the  proteflion  of 
a  flag,  upon  {  ublic  bufinefs  with 
Gen.  Arnold,  and  at  his  parti- 
cular requeftj  that  he  likewife 
had  his  licence  and  paffports  for 
returning  to  New  York  ;  that 
every  flep  he  had  taken,  and  even 
that  cf  alTuming  a  feigned  name, 
had  been  under  the  direction  of 
Arnold,  which  of  courfe  freed 
him  from  any  ccnfure  in  the 
tranfadtion  ;  and  that,  under  thefe 
circuniftances,  his  farther  deten- 
tion, would  be  a  grols  violation  of 
the  fanftion  due  to  flags,  and  con- 
trary to  the  eftablifhed  military 
cuHomsand  ufages  of  all  nations. 

The  following  day  brought  a 
letter  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
reclairr.ing  Andre  upon  the  fame 
grounds,  of  a  flag,  paflports,  his 
own  pcrmiiiion,  and  Arnold's  re- 
quell.  It  likewife  contained  an 
JBclofure  from  Arnold  to  Sir  Hen- 
ry, Rating  the  circumflances,  as 
he  wilhed  them  to  be  underllood; 
afTuming  to  himfelf  the  whole 
guidance  and  dire(f\ion  cf  An- 
dre's conduft,  and  confcquently, 
as  being  only  rcfponfible  for 
thofe  parts  of  it  that  appeared 
mort  unfavourable  in  his  preient 
fituation  ;  and  ftrongly  ailerting 
his  own  right  at  that  time,  as 
acling  in  the  American  fervice, 
snd  being  co.Timanding  general  of 
Weft:  Point  and  its  dependencies, 
to  fend  his  flag  of  truce  for  An- 
die, to  afford  him  proiedion   by 


his   paflports  and  otherwife,    and 

to  return   him,  by  fuch  way,  and 

in    fuch    manner,    as     fliould,     to 

himfelf,   appear   moft   convenient 

or  proper. 

In  the  mean  time,  Walhington 

had  appointed  a  board  of  fourteen 

general  officers,  of  whom  were  the 

two   foreign    majors   general,    the 

Marquis    de   la  Fayette,   and   the 

Baron   de    Steuben,  with    the    af- 

lillance   of    Laurence,    the   judge 

advocate  general,  to  examine  into, 

and   to  report,    a    prccil'e   llate  of 

Andre's  cafe  ;    to  determine  what 

light  he  was  to  be  confidered  in, 

and    to  what    punilhment  he  was 

liable. 

This  excellent  youne  o  , 

j-r,  ■   ■  f,  bept.  2Qth, 

man,     diidaining     all       ^       ^ 

lubterfuge  and  evafion,  and  only 
fludying,  by  the  magnanimity 
which  he  fliould  now  difplay,  and 
the  intrepidity  with  which  he 
would  encounter  the  expecled  {en- 
fence,  to  throw  fuch  a  luflre  over 
his  charadter,  as  might  prevent  the 
frr.allefl:  fliade  of  that  imputation 
which  he  fo  much  dreaded,  vo- 
luntarily confefled  more  than  he 
was  aiked  ;  and  fought  not  to  pal- 
liate any  thing  that  related  to 
himfelf,  whilfl  he  concealed  with 
the  moft  guarded  and  fcrupulous 
nicety,  whatever  might  involve 
others.  He  acknowledged, — that 
the  boat  in  which  he  came  on 
ihore  carried  no  flag  ;— that  he 
wore  a  furtout  coat  over  his  regi- 
mentals ; — that  although  it  was 
underflood  when  he  left  the  Vul- 
ture, that  he  Ihould  return  that 
night,  it  was  afterwards  doubted  ; 
but  that  he  was  promlfed  to  be 
concealed  on  fliore,  in  a  place  of 
fafety,  until  the  following  night, 
when  he  was  to  return  by  the 
fame  way  that  he  came.  He  like- 
t  wife 
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wife  acknowledged  his  change  of 
drefs  in  the  camp  ;  with  all  or 
moll  of  the  other  circumlUnces 
which  we  have  already  ftated  ;  as 
well,  as  that  Arnold's  papers  were 
found  concealed  in  his  boot  ;  and 
that  a  letter  from  New  York, 
ligned  John  Anderfon,  was  his 
own  hand  writing.  Being  inter- 
rogated by  the  board,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  his  conception  of  coming 
on  fhore  under  the  famftion  of  a 
flag,  he,  with  a  noble  franknefs 
faid,  that  it  was  impofiible  for 
him  to  fuppofe  he  had  come  on 
fhore  under  that  fancftion  ;  adding, 
that  if  he  had,  he  certainly  might 
have  returned  under  it. 

The  board  were  exceedingly 
ftruck  with  his  candour  and  mag- 
nanimity ;  and  fufficiently  fhewed 
how  much  they  felt  for  his  fitua- 
tion.  Befides  every  poflible  mark 
of  indulgence,  and  the  utmofl  at- 
tention and  politenefs,  they  treated 
him  with  fo  fcrupulous  a  delicacy, 
as  to  defire  at  the  opening  of  the 
examination,  that  he  would  not 
anfwer  any  interrogatory  what- 
ever, which  could  at  all  embar- 
rafs  his  own  feelings.  Andre, 
was  himfelf,  deeply  fenfible  of  the 
liberality  of  their  behaviour,  par- 
ticularly in  this  laft  inftance  ;  and 
declared  toagentleman,  (who we'll 
fuppofe  to  be  an  American  officer) 
that  he  flattered  himfelf  he  had 
never  been  illiberal  ;  but  that  if 
there  were  any  remains  of  pre- 
judice in  his  mind,  his  prefent  ex- 
perience mull  obliterate  them. 

The  board  did  not  examine  a 
fingle  witnefs;  but  founded  their 
report  merely  upon  his  own  con- 
feffion.  In  that,  after  a  recital 
of  a  few  of  the  principal  fads, 
particularly  his  palfing,  under  a 
feigned  name,  and  in  a  difguifed 


habit,  their  works  at  Stoney,  an^ 
Verplanks  Points,  on  the  evening 
of  the  22d,  they  then  declare, 
that  Major  Andre,  adjutant  ge- 
neral to  the  Britifh  army,  ought  to 
be  confidered  as  a  fpy  from  the 
enemy;  and,  that  agreeable  to 
the  law  and  ufage  of  nations,  it 
is  their  opinion,  he  ought  to  fufFer 
death. 

Wafhington  wrote  a  fliort  an- 
fwer to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  on  the 
day  after  the  fentence,  in  which 
he  ftated,  that  although  Major 
Andre  had  been  taken  under  fuch 
circumllances,  as  would  have  juf- 
tified  the  moll  fummary  proceed- 
ings againll  him,  he  had,  how- 
ever, determined,  to  refer  his 
cafe  to  the  examination  and  de- 
cifion  of  a  board  of  general  of- 
ficers, whofe  report,  founded  on 
his  free  and  voluntary  confellioa 
and  letters,  was  enclofed.  That 
from  thele  proceedings  it  was  evi- 
dent, that  Major  Andre  was  em- 
ployed in  the  execution  of  mea- 
fures  xery  foreign  to  the  objeds  of 
flags  of  truce,  and  fuch  as  they 
were  never  meant,  in  the  moii 
dillant  degree,  to  authorize  or 
countenance;  and  that  genilemaa 
himfelf,  had  with  the  greatclt 
candour  confefTed,  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  him  to  fuppofe,  tiiat  he 
came  on  fhore  under  the  fandion 
of  a  flag. 

This  drew  another  letter  from 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  ;  who,  under 
a  prefumption,  that  the  board  of 
general  officers  could  not  have 
been  rightly  informed  of  all  the 
circumltances  on  whicii  their  judg- 
ment ought  to  be  founded,  pro- 
poted  to  fend  Lieut.  Gen.  Ro- 
b^rtfun,  the  governor  of  New 
York,  and  two  other  gentlemen, 
as  well   to   give  his   excellency  a 

true 
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true  Ilate  of  fa8?,  as  to  expl;.in 
and  declare  10  him  his  own  fenti- 
nents  and  refolutions  upon  the 
fubjcft.  The  gentlemen  were  to 
be  at  Dobb's  Ferry  en  the  fol- 
lowing morni[ig,  lo  w.ut  for  Gen. 
Wafhington's  permiiric/n  and  fafe 
condutt,  and  to  meet  hirail'lf,  or 
whoever  elfe  he  iliould  appoint, 
in  Older  to  converfe  upon  the  fub- 
je(fl.  He  particularly  urged  it, 
as  a  matter  of  the  highell  mo- 
ment to  humanity,  that  the  ge- 
neral ihould  fully  undcrftand  the 
whole  ftate  of  the  bufinefs,  before 
he  proceeded  to  carry  the  judg- 
ment of  the  board  into  execution. 

Gen.  Greene,  the  prefident  of 
the  late  board,  was  appointed  to 
meet  Robertfon  ;  but  his  compa- 
nioni,  Mr.  Elliot,  the  lieutenant 
governor,  and  Mr.  Smith,  the 
chief  juftice  of  the  province,  were 
rot  permitted  to  come  on  fhore. 
Gen.  Robertfon  ufed  his  utmoft 
ingenuity  in  this  conference,  upon 
the  grounds  which  we  have  al- 
ready feen,  to  fhew,  that  Andre 
did  not  come  within  the  charadler 
and  defcription  of  a  fpy ;  dwel- 
ling particularly  on  his  going 
afhore  under  the  fandion  of  a 
flag  ;  and  that  being  then  in  Ar- 
nold's power,  and  in  effedl  a  pri- 
foner,  he  was  not  accountable  for 
his  fubfequent  aftions,  which  were 
all  compulfory. 

As  Greene  was  far  from  admit- 
ting either  his  fads  or  conclufions, 
Mr.  Robertfon  wifhed,  that  in  an 
affair  fo  interefting  to  humanity, 
and  of  fo  much  confequence  to 
both  armies,  as  well  as  to  his 
friend,  who  was  fo  immediately 
concerned,  the  opinions  of  dif- 
interefled  gentlemen,  who  were 
verfed  ia  the  laws  of  war  and  na- 


tions, might  be  taken  on  the  fub- 
je6l;  and  he  propofed  Gen.  Knyp- 
haulcn,  and  the  French  General 
Rochximbeau,  as  proper  perfons  to 
whom  the  buftncfs  might  be  TQr 
ferrcd. 

Humanity  was  the  lafl;  ilring 
touched  ;  but  on  which  more 
hope  feemed  to  be  relted  than  any 
other.  He  faid,  he  wifhed  an  in- 
tercourfe  of  fuch  civilities  be- 
tween the  contending  parties,  as 
Hiight  lefien  the  horrors  of  war; 
quoted  inflances  of  Sir  Henry 
Clinton's  merciful  difpofition,  and 
faid  that  he  had  never  put  any 
perfon  to  death  for  a  breach  of 
the  laws  of  war,  although  he  now 
had,  as  wt-ll  as  at  former  times, 
many  labouring  under  that  pre- 
dicament in  his  power.  He  held 
out,  that  Major  Andre  poflefled 
a  great  Ihare  of  the  general's 
efteem  ;  and  that  he  would  be 
infinitely  obliged  for  his  libera- 
tion ;  and  he  offered,  if  the  for- 
mer was  admitted  to  return  with 
him  to  New  York,  to  engage, 
that  any  perfon  whatever  who 
was  namedj  {hould  be  fet  at  li- 
berty in  return.  He  obferved, 
that  under  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances  much  good  might  arife 
from  humanity,  and  much  evil 
from  the  want  of  it. 

Previous  to  this  meeting,  Ar- 
nold had  written  a  fecond  letter  to 
Gen,  Wafhington  ;  which  con- 
tained a  declaration,  that  he  con- 
fidered  himfelf  no  longer  as  ad- 
ing  under  the  Congrefs  ;  and  that 
his  commiflion,  which  lay  among 
his  papers  at  Weft  Point,  might 
be  difpofed  of  as  he  thought 
proper.  In  this,  as  in  the  for- 
mer, he  took  no  fmall  pains  to 
convince  that  commander,  of  the 

fince- 
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fincerity,  as  well  as  of  the  inva- 
riible  nature,  of  his  attachment  to 
the  true  intereih  of  his  country. 

Gen.  Robertfon  prefentcd  now 
alfo,  a  long  letter  from  him, 
tending  to  tlie  exculpation  of 
Major  Andre,  by  rendering  hiir- 
felf  the  author  of  every  part  of 
his  condud  ;  and  particularly  in- 
fixing, on  his  coming  from  the 
Vulture,  under  a  flag  which  he 
had  fent  for  the  purpofe.  After 
a  long  ftatement  and  reprcfenta- 
tion  of  circumftances,  he  de- 
clared, that  if  the  board  of  ge- 
nerals, ihould  notwithftanding  ad- 
bere  to  their  former  opinion,  he 
fhould  fuppofe  it  didlated  by  paf- 
fion  and  refentment ;  and  if  that 
gentleman  (hould  fuifer  the  fe- 
verity  of  their  fentence,  he  (hould 
think  himfelf  bound  by  every  tie 
of  duty  and  honour,  to  retaliate 
on  fuch  unhappy  perfons  of  their 
army  as  might  fall  within  his 
power,  fo  that  the  refped  due  to 
flags,  and  to  the  law  of  nations, 
might  be  better  underflood  and 
obferved. — He  alfo  obferved,  that 
forty  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
of  South  Carolina  had  juftlv  for- 
feited their  lives,  which  had  hi- 
therto been  only  fpared  through 
the  clemency  of  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton; but  who  could  no  longer,  in 
juflicp,  ex:end  his  mercy  to  ihem, 
if  Major  Andre  fuffered  ;  an 
event,  which  would  probably 
open  a  fcene  of  bloodlhcd,  at 
which  humanity  mud  revolt. — 
He  adjured  WaOiington,  by  his 
own  honour,  and  for  that  of  hu- 
manity, as  well  as  from  his  love 
of  juftice,  not  to  fufi^er  an  unjuft 
fentence  to  touch,  the  life  of  An- 
dre. But  if  that  warning  fhould 
be  difregarded,  and  Andre  not- 
withftanding fuifer,  he  called  hea- 


ven and  earth  to  witnefs,  that  he 
alone  would  be  julUy  anfwerable 
for  the  trrrents  of  blood  that  might 
be  fpilt  in  confequence. 

It  may  well  be  doubted,  whe- 
ther any  thing  at  that  time  could 
have  eiicreafed  the  danger  of  the 
unhappy  predicamciit  in  which 
Andje  already  Hcod  ;  and  Gen. 
Arnold's  interposition  muft  have 
been  well  intended ;  but  letters 
from  him,  in  the  then  flate  of 
things,  it  was  evidert  could  be  of 
little  fervice. 

The  fucceeding  day  -^_  . 
was  toclofe  the  tragedy.  *"  '  ^  ' 
Andre  was  fuperior  to  the  terrors 
of  death  ;  but  th'.t  difg.-aceful 
mode  of  dying,  which  the  ufage 
of  war  had  annexed  to  his  un- 
happy fituation,  was,  to  him,  in- 
finitely dreadful.  He  equally 
wiftied  to  die  like  a  foldier,  and 
that,  fo  far  as  it  was  poflible, 
every  trace  and  memorial  of  the 
caufe  which  led  to  his  fail  might 
be  erafed.  He  had  accordingly 
written  »  pathetic  letter,  fraught 
with  all  the  feelings  of  a  man  of 
fentiment  and  honour,  to  Walh- 
ington,  imploring  a  mitigation  in 
that  refpeft.  How  far  a  relaxa- 
tion of  the  rigid  maxims  and 
ufages  of  war,  might  upon  this 
occafion  with  propriety  have  been 
indulged,  is  a  queliion  that  in- 
volves too  many  confiderations, 
for  us  to  enter  into.  But  as  it 
was  not  deemed  fitting  to  grant 
the  requeft,  it  was  thought  hu- 
mane to  evade  giving  a  dired  an- 
wer.  He  encountered  his  fate 
with  a  compofure,  dignity,  and 
fortitude,  which  equally  excited 
the  admiration,  and  melted  the 
hearts  of  ail  the  fpedators. 

The  fympathy  which  Andre  ex- 
cited in   the  American  army,   is 
perhaps 
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psihaps  unexampled,  under  any 
limilar  circumftances.  It  was  faid, 
that  the  whole  board  of  general 
oHicers  flied  tears,  at  the  time  of 
drawing  up  and  figning  the  re- 
port ;  and  that  even  Wafliington's 
eves  were  not  dry,  upon  hearing 
the  circumltances  of  his  death. 
Hii:  firll  requeft  to  that  com- 
mander, of  being  treated  with 
the  diftindtion  due  to  his  rank  and 
chaiai::\er,  without  regard  to  his 
then  apparent  condition,  was,  in 
every  inilance,  excepting  only 
what  related  to  the  mere  manner 
cf  dying,  mod  fully  complied 
with.  All  thofe  about  him,  or 
that  he  ever  faw,  treated  him  with 
the  ivoix  marked  attention,  with 
the  greatell  tendernefs,  and  the 
Hioft  fcrupulous  delicacy.  The 
account  of  him  given  by  Col. 
Hamilton,  aid  de  camp  to  Wafh- 
ington,  feems  rather  the  elegant 
eulogium  of  a  warm  friend,  than 
the  narrative  of  an  enemy,  de- 
fcribing  the  confequences  of  an 
attempt  which  he  could  not  but 
abhor,  and  which  in  its  fuccefs, 
would  have  gone  to  the  deflruc- 
tion  of  himfelf,  his  party,  and 
friends. 

This  facrifice,  which,  in  their 
fituation,  it  is  probable  the  Ame- 
ricans thought  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  concluded  this  unfortunate 
iranfaftion.  Wafhington  tranf- 
mitted  Mrs.  Arnold  to  her  huf- 
band  at  New  York  ;  who  found 
himfelf  obliged  to  acknowledge 
in  one  of  his  letters,  the  protec- 
tion and  kindnefs  which  fhe  had 
received  from  that  commander,  as 
well  as  the  obligations  ftie  was  un- 
der to  the  gentlemen  of  his  fa- 
mily. He  likewife  fent  him  his 
cloaths  and  baggage,  which  Ar- 
nold had  written  for.     But  wi'.h 


refpeft  to  all  other  matters,  his 
letters  were  pafied  over  without 
the  fmalleft  notice. 

The  failure  of  Arnold's  grand 
projed,  the  unhappy  event  of 
which  it  was  produftive,  (and 
which  deeply  affefted  the  whole 
Britilh  army)  with  the  other  pe- 
culiar circumftances  in  which  he 
was  involved,  feemed  to  render  it 
indifpenfibly  neceffary,  that  he 
fhould  either  perform  fuch  fignal 
fervice,  as  would  ferve  to  fpread 
a  luftreupon  his  prefent  fituation, 
or  at  lealt  take  fuch  irreconcile- 
able  meafures  with  refpeft  to  his 
old  friends,  as  fliould  convince 
his  new,  that  he  left  no  room 
open  for  a  future  retreat.  He 
was  made  a  brigadier  general  in 
the  Britifh  army  in  America  ;  and 
it  was  hoped,  that  with  the  aid  of 
the  Loyalifts,  and  the  difcontented 
of  all  forts,  under  the  allurements 
of  Britifh  pay  and  promotion,  he 
could  raife  a  confiderable  body  of 
forces,  to  a6l  under  his  own  fe- 
parate  command.  If  this  could 
be  compafTed,  he  might  again  ap- 
pear with  eclat  in  the  field,  juf- 
tify  his  defedlion  by  fuccefs,  and 
by  fplendjd  adion,  difpel  the 
clouds  which  hung  upon  his  cha- 
racler. 

His  firft  public  meafure,  was 
the  ilTuing  an  addrefs  direded  to 
the  inhabitants  of  America. — In 
this  piece,  he  takes  a  review  of 
his  own  former  condud,  afligns 
the  motives  on  which  it  was 
founded,  and  then  juftifies  his 
prefent,  by  declaring  thofe  which 
had  induced  him  to  join  the  king's 
arms.  He  had  firll  encountered 
the  dangers  of  the  field  upon  a 
conception,  that  the  rights  of  his 
country  were  in  danger,  and  that 
duty  and  honour   called   him    to 

her 
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her  defence.  A  redrefs  of  grie- 
vances was  his  only  object.  He 
however  acquiefced  in  the  decla- 
ration of  independence,  although 
he  thought  it  precipitate.  But 
the  many  plaufible  reafons  which 
were  urged  to  jullify  that  mea- 
fiire,  could  no  longer  exift,  when 
Great  Britain,  with  the  open 
arms  of  a  parent,  ofFtred  to  em- 
brace them  as  children,  and  to 
grant  the  wiflied  for  redrefs. 
From  the  refufal  of  thofe  pro- 
pofals,  and  the  pretended  French 
alliance,  which  was  made  the 
ground  of  that  refufal,  all  his 
ideas  arrd  opinions,  with  refpedl 
to  the  juftice  and  policy  of  the 
war,  were  totally  changed  ;  and 
he  from  thence  became  a  confirmed 
loyalill. 

He  throws  a  vaft  weight  of 
cenfure  upon  the  Congrefs,  their 
leaders  at  large,  and  that  clafs  of 
undefined  men,  who  are  faid  to 
be  criminally  protrafting  the  war, 
from  finifter  views,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  public  intereft.  He 
talks  of  the  thoufands,  who  are 
fuffering  under  the  tyranny  of  the 
ufurpers  in  the  revolted  provinces. 
He  repeats  many  of  the  argu- 
ments which  had  been  ufed  by 
the  late  commiflioncrs  in  Ame- 
rica, and  by  the  writers  at  that 
time  on  the  Britifh  fide,  to  fliew 
the  impolicy,  tyranny,  and  in- 
juftice,  which,  along  with  a  fove- 
reign  contempt  of  the  people,  had 
operated  on  the  ruling  powers,  in 
Itudioufly  ncgleding  to  take  their 
collcdive  fentimentson  the  Briiiih 
propolals  of  peace;  and  likewife 
to  Ihcw,  that  the  treaty  with 
France  was  not  then  by  any  means 
binding.  He  equally  attacks 
France,  and  condemns  the  alli- 
ance; laments  that  the  great  in- 


terefts  of  that  country  were  dan- 
geroufly  facrificed,  to  the  partial 
views  of  a  prou<l,  antient,  and 
crafty  foe;  calls  her  offers  infi- 
dious  ;  regards  her  as  too  feeble 
to  eltabliih  their  independency ; 
charges  her  with  being  the  enemy 
of  the  proteftant  faith;  and  with 
fraudulently  avowing  an  affcftioa 
for  the  liberties  of  mankind,  while 
fhe  holds  her  native  fons  in  vaffa- 
lage  and  flavery. 

He  feems  to  think  that  a  great 
multitude,  if  not  the  body  of  the 
people,  hold  the  fame  fentiments 
with  refpefl  to  public  affairs, 
which  he  has  himfelf  now  avowed  ; 
and  to  account  for  his  having  fo 
long  acted  diredlly  contrary  to  this 
avowal,  he  openly  acknowledges, 
that  in  thofe  principles,  he  had 
only  retained  his  arms  and  com- 
mand, for  fuch  an  opportunity  as 
he  thought  fitting  for  furrendering 
theni  to  Great  Britain;  and  that, 
(according  to  his  own  explanation) 
**  in  concerting  the  meafures  for 
"  a  purpofe,  in  his  opinion,  as 
*'  grateful  as  it  would  have  bcea 
*'  beneficial  for  his  country,  he 
*'  was  only  folicitous  to  accom- 
"  plifh  an  event  of  decifive  im- 
"  pcrtance,  and  to  prevent,  as 
*•  much  as  poffible,  in  the  exe- 
•'  cution  of  it,  the  effufion  of 
'«  blood." 

This  was  followed  in  about  a 
fortnight,  by  a  proclamation,  in- 
fer i  bed  to  the  cjjiceri  and  fcldiers  of 
the  continental  army,  njoho  ka've  the 
real  intereji  of  their  country  at  heart, 
and  luho  are  determined  to  he  »9 
longer  the  tcoJs  and  dup:s  of  Cor.gr efs, 
cr  of  France. 

Under    a    perfuafion,    that    the 
prlociples  he  had  fo  lately  avowed, 
aniffjated   the  greatclt  part  of  the 
continent,  he  rejoiced  in  the  op- 
portunity 
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portunity  he  now  had,  of  inviting 
thole  whom  he  addrefled,  to  join 
his  majefly's  arms.  He  was  au- 
thorized to  raife  a  corps  of  ca- 
valry and  infantry,  who,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  pay,  cloathing,  and  fub- 
fiftance,  were  to  be  upon  the  fair.o 
footing,  with  the  other  troops  in 
the  Britiili  fervice.  As  an  al- 
lurement to  the  private  men,  they 
were  to  receive  a  bounty  of  three 
guineas  each,  befidcs  payment,  at 
the  full  value,  for  horfes,  arnv, 
and  accoutrements  ;  and  as  he 
had  the  appointment  of  the  of- 
ficers, he  fhould  with  infinite  fa- 
tiifaclion  embrace  the  opportunity 
of  advancing  men  whofe  valour  he 
had  witneiTed.  It  was,  however, 
expefted,  that  they  {hould  either 
bring  in  or  recruit  in  a  reafonable 
time,  a  certain  number  of  men  in 
proportion  to  their  rank. 

Great  as  thefe  encouragements, 
he  laid,  mult  appear,  to  thofe  who 
had  fufFered  every  dillrefs,  of  want 
of  pay,  hunger,  and  nakednefs, 
from  the  neglecl,  contempt,  and 
corruption  of  Congrefs,  they  were 
nothing  to  the  motives  which,  he 
expeded,  v.ould  infiuence  their 
brave  and  generous  minds.  He 
wilhcd  to  lead  a  chofen  band  of 
Americans,  to  the  attainm.eni  of 
peace,  liberty,  and  fafety,  and 
with  them  to  (hare  in  the  glory  of 
rcfcuing  their  native  country  from 
the  grafping  band  of  France,  as 
well  as  from  the  ambitions  and 
interefted  views  of  a  defperate 
party  among  themfeUcs,  who  bad 
already  brought  the  colonies  to  the 
very  brink  of  delhu6\ion.  Could 
they  now  want  evidence,  that  the 
funds  of  their  country  were  either 
cxhaufted,  or  that  the  managers 
had  applied  them  to  their  own  pri- 
vate ufes  ?     And,  in  cither  caf;.'. 


could  they  any  longer  continue  in 
their  fervice  with  honour  or  ad- 
vantage? The  tyranny  of  their 
rulers,  had  robbed  them  of  their 
property,  imprifoned  their  perfons, 
drags  them  to  the  field  of  battle, 
and  is  daily  deluging  their  country 
with  their  blood. 

He  afked,  what  America  was 
now,  but  a  land  of  vvidows,  or- 
phans, and  beggars  ?  Even  their 
Lul  Uake,  religion,  he  reprefented 
to  be  in  fuch  danger,  as  to  have 
no  other  fecurity,  than  what  de- 
pended upon  the  exertions  "of  the 
parent  country  for  their  deliver- 
ance. In  proof,  or  illullration  of 
thi.%  he  aflerted  a  hA  upon  his 
ok^n  knowledge;  viz.  That  he 
had  lately  feen  their  mean  and 
profligate  Congrefs  at  mafs,  for 
the  foul  of  a  Roman  Catholic  in 
purgatory,  and  participating  in 
the  rites  of  a  church,  againft 
whofe  anti-chriiiian  corruptions, 
their  pious  anceftors  would  have 
witnelfed  with  their  blood. 

On  this  the  writers  in  the  Ame- 
rican papers  remarked,  that  no 
other  man  in  America,  had  ever 
paid  fo  marked  an  attention  to,  or 
ever  entered  into  fuch  clofe  habits 
of  intimacy  and  apparent  friend- 
fhip  with  the  French  agents,  con- 
fuis,  and  refidents  in  that  coun- 
try, as  he  had  uniformly  done. 
That  his  fine  houfe  at  Piiiiadel- 
phia  was  not  only  at  all  times  de- 
voted to  their  fervice,  but  that  he 
had  maintr.ined  Monf.  Gerard, 
with  his  whole  family  and  luitc, 
for  feveral  weeks  in  it,  in  the  moll 
fumptuous  manner,  until  the  Con- 
grefs were  able  to  provide  on« 
proper  for  his  reception.  And 
that  his  conftant  magnificence  and 
expence,  in  concerts,  balls,  and 
entertainments,  for  the  Gallican 
I  ftrangers. 
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firangers,  were  in  a  ftile  far  fu- 
perior  to  any  thing  of  the  fort 
before  known  in  that  part  of  the 
world ;  fo  that  the  French  them- 
felvcs  confidercd  him,  as  one  of 
the  warmeft  friends  to  their  coun- 
try on  the  whole  continent.  How 
far  this  is  true,  we  are  totally 
unable  to  determine.  According 
to  our  cullom,  we  fairly  ftate  the 
reprefentations  on  both  fides  ;  and 
laying  fads  together,  vvc  do  our 
belt  to  enable  the  reader,  to  judge 
of  the  true  condition  of  America, 
and  the  value  of  our  expeflations 
from  the  ftate  of  parties  there. 

The  only  public  notice  taken 
of  Arnold's  defeftion,  on  the  fide 
of  America,  was  a  proclamation 
ifi'ued  by  the  executive  power  of 
the  ftate  in  Penfylvania,  wherein 
his  name  was  placed  at  the  head  of 
a  lift  of  ten  fuppofed  traitors,  and 
of  whom  five  were  no  higher  than 
the  rank  of  yeomen  ;  who  were  all 
fummoned  to  furrender  by  a  given 
day,  in  order  to  abide  trial  for  the 
treafons  wherewith  they  were 
charged ;  or,  in  cafe  of  failure, 
to  be  fubjefted  to  all  the  pains, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures,  of  high 
treafon. 

However  difappointed  by  the 
failure  of  Gen.  Arnold's  original 
defign,  and  of  his  fubfequent  pro- 
clamations, hopes  were  Itiil  en- 
tertained of  the  dilTentions  and 
diftreffes  which  prevailed  in  the 
revolted  provinces  ;  and  which 
thefe  proclamations  appear  by  no 
means  to  have  exaggerated.  The 
depreciation  of  their  paper  cur- 
rency was  arrived  at  its  ultimate 
pitch,  and  it  produced  all  its  na- 
tural confequences.  Some  of  the 
earlier  emifijons  of  that  currency, 
fell  infinitely  below  their  nominal 
value;  that  is,  one  hundred  filvcr 
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dollars,  produced  as  much  value 
at  market,  as  eight  or  ten  thou- 
fand  paper  ones.  And  even  the 
later  emiffions,  or  thofe  which 
were  moft  valued,  had  fallen  at 
the  rate  of  forty  to  one.  At  the 
fame  time,  that  the  circumftances 
of  the  war,  had  raifed  the  price  of 
all  foreign  commodities,  and  of 
many  of  the  moft  efiential  ar- 
ticles, to  the  moft  enormous  pitch. 
Without  fuppofing  very  much  of 
mal-adminiftration,  we  muft  fup- 
pofe  fuch  a  depreciation  the  ine- 
vitable confequence  of  vaft  paper 
emiffions,  without  an  adequate 
money  fund  to  give  them  ftrength, 
and  currency. 

This  particularly  afFefted,  and 
was  indeed  exceedingly  ruinous  t® 
the  American  ofiicers ;  for  al- 
though the  foldiers  were  ill  clad, 
and  otherwife  greatly  diftrefled, 
they  were,  however,  on  the  whole, 
well  fupplied  with  provifions.  But 
many,  if  not  moft  of  the  officers, 
had  been  under  a  neceffity  of 
mortgaging  their  fmall  eftates,  to^ 
the  utmoft  which  they  could  raife 
upon  them,  in  order  to  fupport  the 
enormous  expences  of  the  fervice. 
Thefe  grievances  they  had  long 
and  repeatedly  remonftrated  upon, 
both  to  the  Congrefs,  and  to  the 
governments  of  their  refpedlive 
Itates  ;  nor  were  the  complaints 
confined  to  fubalterns,  but  pro- 
ceeded equally  from  the  field  and 
general  officers.  After  long  wait- 
ing, with  moft  aftonilhing  pa- 
tience, the  iiTue  of  hopes  and  pro- 
mifes  which  were  never  realized, 
it  was  at  length  fo  much  exhaulted, 
and  their  wants  became  fo  nrgent, 
tbat  a  great  number  of  the  officers 
were  upon  the  point  of  throwing 
up  their  commiinon?,  and  fjid 
they  muft  prefer vc  themfelves  from 
[D]  uiter 
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utter  ruin,  by  returning  to  the 
care  and  managcmem  of  their 
ellates  and  private  affairs.  That 
they  had  hitherto  freely  fpent 
their  bJood,  and  dedicated  their 
lives,  to  the  defence  of  their 
country  ;  but  that  it  would  be 
moft  unreafonable  to  expect,  that 
they  alone,  of  all  the  inembers 
of  the  community,  fhould  be  like- 
wife  deftined  to  the  facrlhce  of 
their  whole  private  ior tunes  for 
its  fervice. 

It  may  then  be  well  confidered 
as  a  fingnlar  circumftance,  in  this 
ftate  of  great  difcontent,  and  of 
no  lefs  real  grievance,  that  fuch 
vaft  offers  held  oat  to  them,  fluiuld 
not  have  produced  fonie  very  con- 
fiderable   effect  in   the   American 


army.  And  yet,  the  mattef  of 
faft  is,  that  the  example  of  a 
man  of  the  higheft  military  fame 
amongil  them,  fo  far  from  bejng 
the  means  of  bringing  over,  even 
any  fmall  body  or  detachment  of 
troops,  does  not  feem  to  be  fairly 
chargeable  with  the  defertion  cf  a 
fingle  foldier,  much  lefs  of  an  of- 
ficer. It  may  not  be  eafy  to  trace 
many  inftances  in  hillory,  of  ari 
ill  paid,  and  in  every  refpeft  ill 
provided  army,  however  veteran 
in  fervice,  and  elated  by  former 
fuccefs,  and  however  knit  toge- 
ther by  many  bands  of  union  here 
wanting,  which  could  have  been 
proof  to  fuch  a  trial  and  tempta- 
tion. 


C    'H     A     P. 
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War  in  South  Co.rol'rna,  State  cf  affairs  after  the  hattle  cf  Camden. 
Inaclion  caufsd  by  the  f.ckly  feajon.  Sequeftration  cf  Efiates.  Col.  Fer- 
gttfcn  defeated  and  killed  on  the  King's  Mountain.  Gen.  Stimptir  routed 
by  Col.  1  arleton.  Brig.  Gen.  Lefie  fent  on  an  expedition  from  NeiO 
York  to  the  Chefapeak.  Proceeds  to  Charles  'Town,  and  joins  Lord  Ccrn- 
vxallis.  Gen.  Greene  arrinjes  in  Isorth  Carolina,  and  takes  the  com- 
mand of  the  Southern  A7ncrican  army.  Colonel  TarUton  difpatched  te 
oppofe  General  Morgan,  ^who  advances  en  the  fide  of  Ninety-Six. 
'Tarleion  defeated  n.vith  great  lefs.  Unfortunate  confequences  cf  the  de- 
firudion  of  the  light  troops  under  Fergufon  and  Tarleton.  Lord  Ccm- 
cwullis  enters  North  Carolina  by  the  upper  roads,  Lea<ves  Lord  Ranv- 
don  vjith  a  confidcrable  force  at  Camden,  to  refrain  the  coTnmotions 
in  South  Carolina.  Vigorous,  but  ineff'eSlual  purfuit  of  Morgan. 
Defruiiion  cf  the  baggage  in  the  Br  it  if?  army.  Admirable  temper  of  the 
troops,  Maftcrly  mcvcments  ky  Lord  Cornivallis  for  pafing  the  Ca- 
ta'-wba.  General  Willi atnfon  killed,  and  his  party  routed.  Militia 
furprixed  and  routed  by  Tarleton,  Rapid  purfuit  cf  Morgan,  i^ho 
n6ti.<jithfianding  p^ffes  the  Yadkin,  and fecures  the  beats  on  the  other  fde. 
Brit  if?  army  march  to  Salifbury  ;  from  ivhence  Lord  Cornivallis  pro- 
ceeds ivith  the  utnioft  expedition  to  fei&e  the  fords  on  the  riiier  Dan,  and 
thereby  cut  Greene  off  from  Virginia,  Succeeds  i?i  gaining  the  fords. 
Rapid  purfuit  of  the  American  army.  Their  ejcape,  by  unexpd'-iedly 
fajftng  the  Roanoke.  Extraordinary  exertions  and  bardjhips  of  the 
Britijh  army.      Proceeds   to   Hillfhorough.      Expedition  from    Charks- 
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^(TiXrn  to  Cape  Fear  Ri^er.  Wilmington  taken,  and  made  a  place  of 
arms  and  /up ply.  Gen.  Greene,  being  reinforced,  returns  from  Vir- 
ginia ;  and  the  BritiJJ}  army  marches  to  Allemance  Creek.  Skirmijh  be- 
ti'.'een  Tarleton^s  corps,  and  Lee's  Legion.  Greaic  fulls  back  to  the 
Reedy  Fork.  Strange  defeSl  of  intelligence^  experienced  by  the  Britijh 
general  in  North  Carolina.  American  army  bein^  farther  reinforced. 
Gen.  Greene  again  advances.  Mouements  on  both  fides  preparatory  to 
the  battle  of  Guildford.  Account  of  that  fevere  and  vjell-fonght  ac- 
tion, Britijh  officers  killed  and  <vjounded.  Col.  Webjier  dies  of  his 
ivounds.  Gen.  Greene  retires  to  the  Iron  Works  on  Troublefome  Creek. 
Lord  Corn^wallis  obliged  to  march  to  the  Deep  River,  through  the  ijoant 
tf  prouifions  and  forage,  NeceJJities  and  difireffes  of  the  army,  oblige 
Lord  Cornnuallis  to  proceed  to  Wilmington  for  fupplies.  Unifual  conje- 
quences  of  'victory. 


DURING  thefe  tranfaaions 
on  the  fide  of  New  York, 
the  exceffive  heats,  and  great  un- 
healthinefs  of  the  feafon  in  South 
Carolina,  had  laid  an  infuperable 
reftraint  upon  the  arms  and  adli- 
vity  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  for  no 
fmall  time  after  the  battle  of  Cam- 
den.    In  the  mean  time  he  iflued 

Cz..»*   ,/:^u    a  proclamation  for  fe- 
oept.  loth.     '^  „      .         ,       r. 
^    r,  queftrating  the  eltates 

'  *  of  thofe  perfons  within 
the  province,  who  were  either  ac- 
tually in  arms  with  the  enemy, 
who  had  abandoned  their  planta- 
tions with  a  view  of  joinino;  or 
fupporting  them,  or  who,  by  an 
open  avowal  of  rebellious  prin- 
ciples, and  other  criminal  arts, 
Ihould  manifelt  a  defperate  perfe- 
verance  in  oppofing  the  re-ellab- 
lilhment  of  his  majefty's  govern- 
ment. To  give  efFcifl  to  this  pur- 
pofe,  he  appointed  a  commifiioner 
to  take  poflefGon  of  fuch  eltates 
and  property,  the  annual  produft 
of  which,  excepting  the  part  al- 
lotted for  the  maintenance  of  the 
families  of  thofe  defaulters  and 
abfentees,  was  to  be  applied  to  the 
public  fervice,  in  contributing  to 
^Iffray  the  expences  of  tbewar. 
During   this   fickly   feafon,   by 


which  the  army,   nctwithftandin^j 
its  ceffation  from   toil,  was  much, 
affedled.  Lord  Cornwallis  had  dif- 
patched   Col.   Fergufon,  with  hi» 
own  corps  of  light  infantry,  and 
a  body  of  militia,  likevvife  of  his 
training,  which  was   attached  to 
it,  to  make  incurfions  on  the  bor- 
ders  of  North    Carolina.     If  no 
great    matter   was   expeded  from 
this   expedition,    yet,    as   he    was 
neither  encumbered  with  baggage 
or  artillery,   ai:d   that   his    troops 
were  particularly  diftinguiflied  by 
their  activity  and  alertnefs,  as  lit- 
tle danger  feemed  to  be  hazarded 
in   the  experiment  with  a  broken 
and  difpirited  enemy  ;  and  misfor- 
tune was  farther  guarded  againit 
by   the   inftrudions  given   to   the 
commander,    immediately    to   re- 
turn upon  the  apprehenfion  of  any 
fuperior    iorco. ;    though    in    fact, 
none  fuch  was  reafonably  to  be  ex- 
peifted.     There  were    feveral  fuf- 
ficient  motives  for  this  expedition. 
For   befides,    that   the    nature   of 
that  fort  of  troops,  requires  their 
being    kept    in    almolt    continual 
motion  and  action,  it  feemed  ne- 
celfary  to  keep  the  war   alive   in 
ibme  degree  upon  :he  frontier;   as 
well  to  check  the  coafidenceof  the 
[Z)]  2  enemy. 
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enemy,  as  to  prevent  the  fpirits 
of  the  loyalifts  in  that  province 
(where  there  were  many  more  of 
the  defcription  than  in  any  other) 
from  finking  under  the  unavoid- 
able delay  and  flow  movement  of 
the  army. 

Kergufon  was  tempted  to  ftay 
longer  in  the  mountainous  country 
which  partly  borders  on,  and  part- 
ly forms  a  part  of,  Tryon  county  in 
North  Carolina,  than  was  abfolute- 
}v  neceflary,  under  the  hope  of 
cutting  off  a  Col,  C  larke,  who  was 
returning  with  his  detachment 
from  an  expedition  into  Georgia; 
and  was  the  more  encouraged  in 
this  delay,  from  his  not  having  an 
idea,  that  there  was  any  force  in 
the  country  at  all  able  to  look  him 
TD  the  face.  A  numerous,  fierce, 
and  unexpected  enemy,  however, 
fuddenly  fprung  up  in  the  depth 
of  the  defarts.  The  fcattered  in- 
liabitants  of  the  mountains  af- 
fembled  without  noife  or  warning, 
under  the  condudl  of  lix  or  feven 
of  their  militia  colonels,  to  the 
number  of  1600,  daring,  well 
mounted,  and  excellent  horfemen. 

Col.  Fergufon  had  already  re- 
ceived orders  from  Lord  Cornwal- 
lis  for  his  return,  and  was  on  his 
way  to  pafs  the  Catawba  for  that 
parpofe.  But  difcovering  as  he 
crofied  the  King's  Mountain,  that 
he  was  eagerly  purfued  by  a  thick 
cloud  of  cavalry,  he  took  the  beft 
pofition  for  receiving  them  which 
lime  and  the  place  would  admit 
of;  and  which  happened  to  be  by 
no  means  a  bad  one.  Bat  his  men 
being  neither  covered  by  norfe  nor 
artillery,  and  being  likewife  dif- 
mayed  and  aftoniftied,  at  finding 
ihemfelves  fo  unexpectedly  fur- 
rounded  and  attacked  on  every 
^iie  by  thi?  cavalry,   were  not  at 


all  capable  of  withftanding  the 
impetuofity  of  their  charge.  A 
total  rout  enfued.  The  colonel, 
with  150  of  his  men  were  killed 
upon  the  fpot  ;  about  the  fame 
number  were  wounded  ;  and  the 
prifoners,  including  the  latter, 
exceeded  8©o.  The  Americans 
fay  they  took  1500  (land  of  arms; 
and  Itate  Fergulon's  force  at  1400 
men. 

The  fall  of  this  officer,  who 
pofTefled  very  diftinguiflied  talents 
as  a  partizan,  and  in  the  conduft 
of  irregular  warfare,  was,  inde- 
pendently even  of  his  detachment, 
no  fmall  lofs  to  the  fervice.  He 
was  perhaps  the  beft  markfman 
living  ;  and  probably  brought  the 
art  of  rifle  fliooting  to  its  higheft 
point  of  perfeftion.  He  even  in- 
vented a  gun  of  that  kind  upon  a 
new  conftruction,  which  was  faid 
to  have  far  exceeded  in  facility  and 
execution  any  thing  of  the  fort 
before  known  ;  and  he  is  faid  to 
have  greatly  outdone  even  the 
American  Indians,  in  the  adroit- 
r.efs  and  quicknefs  of  firing  and 
loading,  and  in  the  certainty  of 
hitting  the  mark,  lying  upon  the 
back,  or  belly,  and  in  every  other 
poflible  pofition  of  the  body.  It 
is  not  certain,  that  thefe  improve- 
ments prodi^ced  all  the  effeft  ia 
real  fervice,  which  had  been  ex- 
pcfled,  from  thofe  aftonifhing  fpe- 
cimens  of  them  that  were  difplay- 
ed  in  England.  Humanity  can- 
not, however,  but  wifh,  that  this 
barbarous  mode  of  hoftility,  was 
by  univerfal  confent,  baniilied 
from  the  warfare  of  all  nations. 
It  has  been  reported,  that  Gen. 
Wafliington  owed  his  life  at  the 
battle  of  Germantown  to  this  gen- 
tleman's total  ignorance  of  his 
perfon  ;  as  he  had  him  fufficiently 
f  within 
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within  reach  and  view  during  that 
aflion  for  the  purpofe. 

This  was  the  firft  reverfe  of  for- 
tune which  Earl  Cornwallis  had 
experienced  in  his  military  career; 
but  fhe  feemed  now  to  take  ven- 
geance for  the  delay  ;  for  the  ftate 
of  his  force,  and  the  nature  of 
the  war  confidered,  few  things 
could  have  been  more  peculiarly 
unlucky  in  the  prefent  junfture. 
It  was,  however,  in  feme  degree 
apparently  recompenced,  by  the 
fevere  blow  which  Sumpter,  not 
long  after,  received  from  Col. 
Tarleton. 

Gen.  Sumpter  having  raifed 
about  a  thoufand  men,  advanced 
towards  Ninety -Six,  with  a  view 
of  attacking  fome  of  the  pofts  in 
that  neighbourhood,  if  not  the 
place  itfclf.  Tarleton  was  then 
at  fuch  a  diftance,  as  afforded  no 
room  for  apprehenfion  of  him, 
until,  at  leaft,  fome  confiderable 
part  of  the  bufinefs  was  efFeded  ; 
bat  his  motions  were  fo  fudden  and 
unexpetled,  and  he  pa/Ted  the 
Wateree,  and  the  Broad  River 
with  fuch  rapidity,  that  he  had 
nearly  furprized  his  too  fecure 
enemy  on  the  South  banks  of  the 
Ennoree,  before  he  had  the  fmalleft 
apprehenfion  of  his  danger.  This 
being,  however,  prevented,  by 
the  lucky  information  of  a  de- 
ferter,  Sumpter  had  barely  time 
to  pafs  that  river  with  the  utmoft 
precipitation;  but  could  not  fave 
his  rear-guard  from  being  cut  to 
pieces. 

He  continued  his  flight  to  the 
River  Tyger,  and  was  purfued  by 
Tarleton,  with  the  cavalry  of  his 
legion,  and  the  63d  regiment 
mounted  on  horfeback,  with  the 
titmolt  lapidity;  the  infantry  of 
(.he    legiun,    with,   the    artillery. 


confiftingof  a  fingle  three  pounder, 
being  feveral  miles  behind,  Sump- 
ter perceiving  the  danger  of  at- 
tempting to  crofs  the  Tyger,  with 
an  enemy,  flufhed  with  fuccefs, 
clofe  upon  his  rear,  and  having 
alfo  received  intelligence  that 
Tarleton  had  come  forward  with- 
out his  infantry,  he  took  a  ftrong 
pofition  at  a  place  called  Black 
Stocks,  a  little  ihort  of  the  river, 
and  confiding  in  his  own  fupe- 
riority  of  number,  determined  to 
ftand  his  attack.  This  Tarletoa 
did  not  then  intend;  for  he  only 
Wanted  to  interrupt  the  flight  of 
the  enemy,  and  keep  them  ia 
play,  until  he  was  joined  by  the 
rear  ;  but  the  eager  coming  up  of 
the  63d,  and  their  being  inftantly 
attacked  as  they  threw  therafelves 
from  their  horfes,  obliged  him, 
at  no  fmall  hazard,  to  put  all  at 
the  iflue,  and  to  fall  on  diredly 
with  his  cavalry.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  cover  of  fome  log  houfes, 
and  the  natural  advantages  of  the 
place,  the  enemy  were  driven  from 
their  ftrong  pod,  and  forced  to 
pafs  the  river  in  the  utmoft  dif- 
ordcr. 

The  Americans  loft  about  120 
men,  killed,  wounded,  or  taken. 
Three  of  their  colonels  were 
among  the  flain,  and  Sumpter 
himfelf  was  dangeroufly  wound- 
ed. They  were  certainly  fortu- 
nate in  bringing  on  the  adipa 
before  the  arrival  of  the  rear,  as 
the  whole  party  muft  otherwife 
have  been  inevitably  cut  off.  Of 
the  Britifh  troops  above  fifty  were 
killed  or  wounded ;  among  the 
former  were  fome  promifing  and 
gallant  young  ofiicers.  Tarleton 
purfued  the  blow,  as  foon  as  he 
had  provided  for  the  wounded  ; 
and    crofling    the   river,    did   not 
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quit  the  purfuit  until  he  had  en- 
tirelv  dilperfed  Sunipter's  corps. 

It  has  pcrhsps  produced  no  fmall 
efFedt  on  the  fortune  of  the  Ame- 
rican war,  that  every  confiderable 
fuccefs  obtained  in  its  progrefs, 
has  been  eagerly  confidered  at 
home  as  decifive  and  final,  at  lead 
with  refpeft  to  that  quarter  or  part 
of  the  continent  where  the  ad- 
vantage was  gained,  if  not  to  the 
whole.  Nor  has  repeated  expe- 
rience of  the  mifchief  of  fach 
confidence,  been  able  to  prevent 
its  revival  when  any  new  occafion 
was  offered. 

1  he  viftory  at  Camden  feems 
to  have  been  confidered,  even  in 
America,  as  decifive  with  refpe£l 
to  the  fouthern  colonies ;  and  no 
cbftacle  feems  to  have  been  un- 
derflood  in  Lord  Cornwallis's  way 
from  thence  to  the  Chefapeak. 
North  Carolina  was  only  confi- 
dered as  the  road  to  Virginia  ;  the 
determined  refiflance,  and  the  op- 
pcfiiion  in  every  inflance  of  the 
inhabitants,  do  not  appear  to  have 
been  any  more  thought  of,  than 
the  unconquerable  difafteftion  of 
thofe  in  South  Carolina.  It  mull 
have  been  under  thefe  perfnafions, 
that  the  commander  in  chief  at 
New  York,  difpalched  Brig.  Gen. 
Leflie,  with  a  corps  of  near  30C0 
choice  troops,  about  the  middle 
of  Oftober  to  the  Chefapeak,  in 
order  to  co-operaie  with  Lord 
Cornwallis's  operations  in  Vir- 
ginia. It  was  iikewife  farther  in 
view,  that  Leflie,  with  the  aid  of 
the  marine  by  which  he  was  con- 
voyed, might,  by  taking  proper 
flations  towards  the  head  of  the 
Chefapeak,  or  in  the  vaft  rivers 
which  fall  into  it,  traverfe  any 
fuccours  which  were  fent  from 
the  northern  army  to  the  foutli- 


ward.  But  in  all  Cafes,  he  was  ta 
adl  entirelv  according  to  the  orders 
which  he  fhould  receive  from  Lord 
Cornwallis. 

The  troops  were  landed  at 
Portfmouth,  and  other  neigh- 
bouring places  in  Virginia,  where 
they  found  fome  tobacco  and 
fiores  ;  but  the  veflels  which  were 
fcized  in  the  harbours  and  rivers, 
were  the  molt  valuable  part  of  the 
booty.  This  was,  however,  by 
no  means  an  objeft  to  compenfate 
for  the  delay,  which  the  expedi- 
tion in  the  Chefapeak,  inilead  of 
proceeding  direftly  to  Charles- 
Town,  neceflarily  occafioned  to 
the  operations  of  the  fouthern 
army. 

Lord  Cornwallis  being  at  too 
great  a  diHance  to  profit  of  any 
operations  upon  the  Chefapeak, 
and  it  being  impoffible  to  form  a 
jundion  with  Leflie's  coaps  by 
that  way,  as  foon  as  he  had  re- 
ceived advice  from  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  of  the  circumflances,  im- 
mediately difpatched  inlUudions 
to  the  fleet  and  troops,  to  proceed 
without  delay  to  Charles-Town  ; 
where  they  arrived  about  the  mid- 
die  of  December,  and  Leflie 
found  orders  in  waiting,  that  he 
fliould  immediately  march  with 
about  1500  of  his  men  to  join  the 
army ;  the  remainder,  it  feems, 
being  deomed  nccefl'ary,  for  the 
fecunty  of  the  capital,  and  the 
fupport  of  the  communications. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  year, 
whilll  Lord  Cornwallis  wa?  mak- 
ing every  preparation  for  a  vi- 
gorous irruption  into  North  Ca- 
rolina, Gen.  Greene  was  fent 
f;om  the  northern  army  by  Wafh- 
ington,  to  take  the  command  of 
the  fouthern  ;  Gates  being  now 
eniirely  retired  i  but,  as  we  hav.e 
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heretofore  obferved,  not  only 
without  anv  m  -rk  of  cenfure,  but 
with  an  honourable  teftim^ni:;!  of 
his  zeal  and  feivices  from  the  af- 
iembiy  of  Virginia.  Greene  Hands 
fo  high  with  the  Americans  as  an 
Oilicer,  that  he  holds  the  next 
place  to  Wall.ington  in  their  mi- 
litary eftimaiion  ;  and,  what  does 
not  always  happen  in  fuch  cafes, 
is  at  the  fame  time  the  great  fa- 
VTurite  of  that  commander.  He 
brought  no  troops  from  the  nor- 
thern army;  depending  upon  the 
refources  of  the  Ibuthern  colonies 
for  their  own  defence  ;  but  w?.s 
accompanied  by  Col.  IVIorgr.n,  a 
brave  and  diftinguiihed  paitizan, 
who  had  commanded  thofe  rifle- 
luen  in  the  northern  war,  that, 
befidfs  being  fatal  to  many  brave 
officers,  became  fo  terrible  to  the 
Indians  under  Gen.  Burgoyne, 
and  were  fo  far  fuperior  to  them 
in  their  own  way,  that,  to  ufe  his 
own  expreffive  words,  they  could 
not  be  brought  within  the  found 
of  a  rifie  fhot. 

Early  in  the  new  year  of  178 1, 
Lord  Cornwallis  advanced  with 
the  army  towards  the  borders, 
keeping  his  courfc  between  the 
Broad,  and  the  Catawba  rivers, 
until  he  arrived  at  a  water,  called 
Turkey  Creek,  which  falls  into 
the  former.  Greene  had  by  this 
time  aflembled  his  principal  force 
in  IVIecklenburg  county.  North 
Carolina.  In  order  to  impede  the 
progrefs  of  the  royal  army,  which 
he  was  yet  in  no  condition  to  en- 
counter in  the  field,  he  thought 
it  necefTiry  to  make  a  diverfion  on 
their  left ;  and  for  tiuit  purpofe, 
an  attack  was  made  upon  the  im- 
portant, and  now  far  from  weak 
pall  of  Ninety  Six;  while  to  fa- 
vour  and   fupppri  the   diverfion, 


Morgan  advanced,  with  about  500 
regular  troops  (moftly  belonging 
to  Virginia)  and  fome  hundreds 
of  militia,  with  a  detachment  of 
one  hundred  cavalry,  under  Col. 
Waihington,  upon  the  Pacolet 
river. 

Tarleton  v/as  already  on  that 
fide,  with  the  legion,  confifting 
of  about  300  cavalry,  and  as 
msny  infantry,  with  the  firil  bat- 
talion of  the  71!},  which  was  now 
annexed  to  it,  and  one  three 
pounder ;  and  being  joined  by 
the  7:h  regiment,  which  was 
marching  with  another  three 
pounder  to  the  relief  of  Ninety- 
Si.\,  he  received  inilru(fiions  from 
the  commanccr  in  chief,  co  ftrike 
a  blew,  if  pofiible,  at  Gen,  Mor- 
gan ;  but  at  all  events,  to  oblige 
him  to  pafs  the  Broad  River,  and 
thereby  prevent  ail  future  embar- 
ralTment  on  that  fide.  Morgaa 
retreated,  and  Tarleton  purfued  ; 
a  ilaie  of  things,  which  naturally 
increafes  confidence  and  ardour  oa 
the  one  fide,  and  generally  de- 
prefTes  them  on  the  other.  Mor- 
gan at  length  found  his  enemy 
fo  clofe  upon  him,  that  he  could 
not  pafs  the  Broad  River,  efpe- 
cially  r.s  the  waters  were  exceed- 
ingly out,  without  expofing  his 
troops  to  greater  danger,  than  he 
thoiight  he  fhould  hazard  by  an 
encounter.  He  accordingly,  with- 
out hefitation,  determined  at  once 
upon  the  part  which  he  fhouli 
take ;  and  choofing  his  ground, 
boldly  prepared  for  battle. 

Tarleton    came    up     t         01. 

..      ,.  f^     Jan.  18th. 

with     his     enemy    at    •'       „ 

•   1     •      1  •  •  1-81. 

eight  in  the  morning,  ' 

and  nothing  could  appear  more  in- 
viting than  tlie  profpe^t  before 
him.  They  were  drawn  up  on 
the  edge  of  an  open  wood  without 
[/>]  4  defences  i 
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defences;  and  though  their  num- 
bers might  have  been  fomewhat 
fuperior  to  his  own,  the  quality 
of  the  troops  was  fo  different  as 
not  to  admit  a  doubt  of  fuccefs; 
which  was  ftill  farther  confirmed 
by  his  great  fuperiority  in  cavalry  ; 
fo  that  every  thing  feemed  to  in- 
dicate a  more  complete  vidory. 
His  line  of  attack  was  compofed 
of  the  7th  regiment,  with  the 
foot  of  the  legion,  and  ;hc  corps 
of  light  infantry  annexed  to  it; 
a  troop  of  cavalry  covered  each 
flank.  The  firft  battalion  of  the 
71ft,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
cavalry,  formed  a  fecond  line, 

Morgan  fhewed  uncommon  abi- 
lity and  judgment  in  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  his  force.  Seven  hundred 
militia,  on  whom  he  placed  no 
great  confidence,  were  expofed  to 
open  view,  as  we  have  feen,  in 
the  firft  line,  on  the  edge  of  the 
wood;  but  the  fecond,  compofed 
of  the  continental  and  Virginia 
troops,  was  out  of  fight  in  the 
wood;  where  they  were  drav/n  up 
in  excellent  order,  and  prepared 
for  all  events. 

The  militia  were  little  capable 
of  fuUaining  the  impetuonty  of 
their  aflailants  ;  and  were  foon 
broken,  routed,  and  fcattered  on 
all  fides.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  thofe  troops  who  had  been 
fo  long  ufed  to  carry  every  thing 
before  them,  almofl  without  re- 
iiftance,  now  meeting  with  the 
ufual  facility,  fhould  at  once  con- 
clude the  day  to  be  their  own, 
and  purfue  the  fugitives  with  the 
utmoft  rapidity.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  iecond  line  having  open- 
ed on  the  right  and  left  in  the 
wood,  as  well  to  lead  the  viftors 
on,  as  to  afford  a  clear  pafTioe 
for  the  fugitives,   as  foon  as  the 


former  were  far  enough  advanc- 
ed, poured  in  a  clofe  and  deadly 
fire  on  both  fides,  which  took  the 
mod  fatal  effedt.  The  ground 
was,  in  an  inftant,  covered  with 
the  killed  and  wounded  ;  and 
thofe  brave  troops  who  had  been 
fo  long  inured  to  conquer,  were, 
by  this  fevere  and  unthought  of 
check,  thrown  into  irremediable 
diforder  and  confufion. 

A  total  defeat  was  the  imme- 
diate confequence.  The  7th  re- 
giment loft  their  colours;  and  the 
brave  men  of  the  royal  artillery, 
who  attended  the  two  pieces  of 
cannon,  with  the  charafleriftic  in- 
trepidity and  magnanimity  of  their 
corps,  fcorning  either  to  abandon 
or  Surrender  their  guns,  were  cut 
to  pieces  by  them.  The  lofs  eve- 
ry way,  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
prifoners,  exceeded  400  men. 
Tarleton,  in  the  midft  of  defeat, 
exhibited  a  trait  of  his  charafter 
and  fpirit.  When  all  was  loft,  he 
notwithftanding  rallied  a  part  of 
his  routed  cavalry,  who  were  flill 
afhamed  to  abandon  an  officer  who 
had  fo  often  led  them  to  vidtory; 
with  thefe,  he  unexpeftedly  charged 
and  repulled  Wafhington's  horfe  ; 
and  had  the  fortune  of  retaking 
the  baggage,  the  flender  guard 
in  whofe  cuftody  it  was  left  being 
cut  to  pieces.  This,  however, 
from  the  impoffibility  of  carrying 
it  off,  he  was  obliged  moflly  to 
deftroy. 

This  blow,  coming  fo  clofely 
upon  that  at  the  King's  Mountain, 
produced  eftefts  worfe  than  could 
have  been  feared  from  fuch  par- 
tial difatlers.  Indeed  they  feem- 
ed  ferioufly  to  have  influenced  all 
the  fubfequent  operations  of  the 
war,  and  deeply  affeded  its  ge- 
neral fortune.      The  lofs  of  the 
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light  troops,  efpecially  of  the  ca- 
valry, could  fcarcely  be  repaired  ; 
and  the  nature  of  the  war,  ren- 
dered this  fort  of  force  one  of  its 
mod  effeftual  arms. 

It  was  the  more  grievous  to 
Lord  Cornwallis,  from  its  being 
one  of  thofe  unexpedted  events, 
which,  as  it  could  neither  be  fore- 
feen  nor  apprehended,  no  wifdom 
could  poflibly  provide  againft. 
Moft  of  the  troops  that  were  now 
defeated,  had  been  much  diltin- 
guifhed,  and  conftantly  fuccefs- 
ful.  It  is  not  even  clear  that 
there  was  any  difparity  in  point 
of  number  ;  and  if  there  had, 
from  long  and  confirmed  expe- 
rience, it  could  not  have  been  a 
matter  of  much  confideration. 
Nor  was  it  even  to  be  fuppofed, 
that  Morgan  would  in  any  pofli- 
ble  circumftance  have  ventured  an 
engagement ;  for  Greene  had  al- 
ready, upon  the  advance  of  Lord 
Cornwallis,  abandoned  Mecklen- 
burgh  county,  and  retired  to  the 
eallern  fide  of  the  Pedeej  which 
increafed  the  diftance  fo  much, 
that  his  retreat,  under  the  confe- 
quences  of  an  aftion,  feemed  ex- 
tremely hazardous. 

The  plan  adopted  by  Lord 
Cornwallis  for  the  winter  cam- 
paign, was  to  advance  to  North 
Carolina,  by  the  upper,  inftead 
of  the  lower  roads,  or  in  other 
words,  to  make  his  way  on  the 
weftern  fide,  inftead  of  keeping 
the  central  courfe  through  both 
provinces.  Among  other  motives 
for  this  choice,  was  the  hope  of 
cutting  Morgan  off,  or  if  that 
failed,  at  any  rate  to  drive  him 
entirely  out  of  South  Carolina, 
and  thereby  to  relieve  Ninety-Six, 
and  all  that  fide,  from  trouble 
aijd  danger  while  he  pulhed  for- 


ward. Another  motive  not  lefs 
cogent  for  taking  the  upper  road 
was,  that  it  kept  nearer  the  heads 
of  the  rivers,  and  accordingly  led 
to  the  fords,  which  generally  lie 
above  their  forks ;  whereas  the 
great  rivers  were  at  that  feafon, 
nearly,  if  not  entirely  impaffabla 
below  the  forks,  which  was  the 
courfe  that  the  lower  road  took. 

The  objedts  in  view  with  Lord 
Cornwallis  were,  by  rapid  march- 
es, to  get  between  Gen.  Greene 
and  Virginia,  and  by  cutting  off 
his  reinforcements  from  that  coun- 
try, either  reduce  him  to  a  ne- 
ceffity  of  fighting  with  his  prefent 
force,  or  of  giving  up  the  caufe 
altogether,  by  abandoning  North 
Carolina  with  precipitation  and 
difgrace.  In  either  cafe,  as  he 
had  no  doubt  of  fuccefs  in  the 
former,  an  opportunity  would  be 
afforded,  and  encouragement  giv- 
en to  the  loyalifts,  to  fulfil  their 
promifes  of  a  general  rifing,  in 
order  to  aflift  in  the  re-eftablilh- 
ment  of  the  Britifti  government. 
In  this  flattering  ftate  of  things, 
government  being  elbbliilied,  and 
the  province  competent  to  the 
maintenance  of  its  own  internal 
fecurity,  it  would  likewife  prove 
the  means  of  fecuring  the  tranquil- 
lity of  South  Carolina.  And  thus 
every  thing  being  fecured  behind, 
he  might  then  well  look  forward, 
with  the  warmeft  hopes,  and  with 
every  profpeft  of  adv:intage,  to 
the  profecution  of  his  intended 
operations  in  Virginia,  Maryland, 
and  even  ftill  farther  northward. 

Lord  Ccrnvvallis  was  not  lefs 
attentive  to  the  fecurity  of  South 
Carolina  durino-  his  abTence,  than 
he  was  to  the  providing  for  the 
artive  operations  of  the  army  un^ 
der  his  own  immediate  command. 

For 
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For  this  purpofe,  befides  the  fta- 
tionary  force  at  Charles-Town, 
he  left  a  coniiderable  body  of 
troops  under  the  condu'ft  of  Lord 
Rawdon ;  whofe  central  fuuation 
at  Camden,  was  equally  calcu- 
lated to  reprefs  the  infurgenls 
■within  the  province,  and  to  main- 
tain the  frontiers.  A  meafure  in- 
deed that  greatly  leflbned  his  ac- 
tive force,  already  too  much 
weakened  by  the  late  Toffes  ;  but 
which  the  fituation  of  affairs  ren- 
dered indifpcnfibly  neceffary.  For 
Greene's  fituation,  hanging  with 
his  force  upon  the  eaftern  banks  of 
the  Pedee,  whofe  waters  covered 
him  from  all  near  danger,  would 
have  ?.iTjrded  him  fuch  a  com- 
mand of  a  great  part  of  the  fouthern 
frontier,^  when  the  main  army  had 
pufhcd  on  to  the  northward^  as 
would  have  endangered,  at  leaft, 
all  the  ea;iern  fide  of  the  province, 
without  fuch  a  check  as  was  now 
provided.  And  to  this  was  to  be 
added,  that  South  Carolina  itfelf 
was  ftil!  torn  to  pieces  by  internal 
commotions,  which  indeed  feem- 
ed  rather  to  increafe  than  to  lef- 
fen  with  lofs  and  defeat;  and  that, 
as  Sumptcr,  Marion,  and  their 
other  leaders,  had  now  made  it 
a  rule  to  mount  all  their  adhe- 
rents, and  to  aft  entirely  on  horfe- 
back ;  it  became  a  matter  of  no 
fmall  difficulty,  either  to  reprefs 
or  to  punifh  their  irruptions. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  with  his  ufual 
alertnefs,  immediately  difpatched 
a  part  of  the  army,  unincumbered 
with  baggage^  in  the  hope  of  in- 
tercepting iVIorgan,  or  at  leail  of 
recovering  the  prifoners;  while  he 
fiaid  behind  a  day  wifh  the  re- 
mainder, for  the  purpofe  of  coi- 
lefting  the  remains  of  Tarleton's 
corps.     Nothing  could  exceed  the 


exertions  made  by  the  purfuiug 
troops;  but  fuch  was  the  celerity 
cf  the  enemy,  and  fuch  the  dif- 
ficulties they  encouniered,  from 
violent  and  continual  rains,  and 
the  confequent  fwelllng  of  the 
numherlcfs  creeks  in  their  way, 
thdt  all  their  efforts  were  fruitlefs; 
and  Morgan  had  gained  the  up- 
per fords  on  the  Catawba,  before 
they  could  pofTibly  reach  them. 

Upon  the  failure  of  intercepting 
Morgan,  the  army  was  affembled 
on  the  25th  of  January,  at  Ram- 
foure's  Mills,  on  the  fouth  fork  of 
the  Catawba.  And  as  the  lofs  of 
the  light  troops  could  only  be  re- 
medied by  the  general  adivity  of 
the  whole  army.  Lord  Cornwallis 
fpent  two  days  in  the  deftrudion 
of  all  the  fuperfluous  baggage,  and 
cf  every  thing  whatever,  which 
could  retard  the  celerity  of  the 
troops,  and  which  was  not  abfo- 
lutely  necefTary  to  their  exiftence 
or  adtion.  Upon  this  principle, 
all  the  waggons,  excepting  thofe 
loaded  with  hofpital  ilores,  fait, 
or  ammunition,  and  four  empty 
ones,  referved  for  the  lick  or  wound- 
ed, were  deilroyed.  The  temper 
with  which  they  fubmitted  not 
only  to  this,  but  to  a  number  of 
other  unufual  trials  and  hardfhipsjj 
does  infinite  honour  to  every  part 
of  that  army.  They  beheld  the 
dellrudion  of  their  moft  valuable, 
and  even  m.uch  of  their  moft  n3- 
ceffdry  baggage;  they  beheld  their 
fpirituous  liquors  flaved,  at  a  fea- 
fon  v.'hen  it  would  be  moTc  wanted, 
and  upon  the  entrance  of  a  fervice, 
which  cut  off  every  profpecl  and 
hope  of  a  future  fupply;  and  the 
moderate  pittance  of  flower,  which 
they  were  able  to  procure  and  to 
carry  along  with  them,  was  their 
only  certain  refource  for  fabfilt- 
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ance;  yet  thefe  difficulties  and 
evils,  new  and  ftrange  as  they 
were,  were  fubmitted  to  with  the 
moft  general  and  chearful  acquie- 
fcence.  It  feemed  indeed  the  lefs 
irkfome,  as  the  example  was  fet 
by  the  commander  in  chief  him- 
felf  with  the  utmoll  rigour.  It  was 
a  new  phenomenon  in  a  modern 
army,  to  behold  the  general's 
quarters  incapable  of  affording  a 
glafsofwinejOrofanykindofrtrong 
liquor,  and  his  table  as  deftitute 
of  any  thing  orderly  or  comfort- 
able, and  even  of  furniture,  as 
the  common  foldier's. 

The  north  fork  of  the  Catawba, 
had  been  rendered  impaffabie  for 
feveral  days  by  the  rains ;  and  all 
the  fords  for  more  than  forty  miles 
^bove  the  fork,  were  befides  vigi- 
lantly guarded  by  detachments  of 
the  enemy;  compofed  not  only  of 
Morgan's  corps,  but  of  the  militia 
of  the  two  neighbouring  counties  of 
^owen  and  Mecklenburgh,  (both 
of  which  were  peculiarly  inimical 
to  the  royal  caufe)  under  the  con- 
duft  of  a  General  Davidfon.  Lord 
Cornwallis  approached  the  river 
by  fliort  marches  during  its  height, 
and  by  feveral  movements  and 
feints,  which  indicated  a  defign  of 
forcing  his  way  at  different  fords 
before  they  were  yet  paflable,  en- 
deavoured to  divide  and  diftraft  the 
attention  of  the  enemy.  In  the 
mean  time,  he  fpared  no  pains  to 
procure  all  pofiible  information,  as 
well  of  the  nature  of  the  river,  and 
of  the  country  on  the  other  fide, 
as  cf  the  (late  and  condition  of 
the  enemy.  His  plan  being  fet- 
tled, and  the  waters  fomewhat  fal- 
len, he  detached  Colonel  Wcbftcr, 
yfith  a  part  of  the  army,  and  all 
the  remaining  baggage,  to  a  ford 


called  Bcattie's,  which  lies  fix 
miles  higher  up  the  river,  than 
another  principal  ford,  which  is 
known  by  the  nameof  IVl'Cowen's, 
General  Davidfon,  was  fuppofed 
to  be  polled  with  50Q  militia  at 
Beaitie's ;  and  Webfter  had  in- 
ftrudions  to  make  every  poffible 
demonffration,  as  well  by  canno- 
nading as  by  manoeuvres,  of  his 
determination  to  force  a  paflage  at 
that  ford. 

While  WebRer  was  gone  upoa 
this  fervice.  Lord  Cornwallis  with 
the  remainder  of  the  army,  con- 
filling  of  the  brigade  of  guards, 
the  regiment  of  Bofe,  the  23d, 
200  cavalry,  and  two  three  pound- 
ers, began  his  march  p  ,  _ 
about  one  in   the  morn-  '  '    * 

ing,  to  a  private  ford,  about  a 
mile  from  M'Cowen's,  which  was 
the  real  objeft  of  attempt.  The 
morning  beingvery  dark  andrainy, 
and  part  of  their  way  being  thro' 
a  wood  where  there  was  no  road, 
the  artillery  were  fo  embarraffed 
in  a  fwamp,  that  the  line  of  march 
was  puflied  on  to  the  ford  without 
them  ;  where  the  head  of  the  co- 
lumn arrived  juft  at  the  opening 
of  the  day.  The  general  fcon 
perceived  by  the  number  of  tires 
on  the  other  fide,  .that  the  ford 
was  much  better  guarded,  and 
the  oppofition  would  confcquently 
be  greater  than  he  expected.  This 
rendered  the  delay  of  the  artillery 
the  more  vexatious.  But  as  he 
knew  that  the  rain  then  falling 
would  foon  render  the  river  impaf- 
fabie, and  had  before  received 
intelligence,  that  Greene  was 
on  full  march  from  the  Pedee, 
with  his  whole  force,  to  join  Mor- 
gan, hef.iwthatlbmething  mufl  nc- 
ccILrily  be  hazarded  at  the  prefenr, 

to 
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to  avoid  greater  future  difficulties; 
and  being  likewile  full  of  confi- 
dence in  the  zeal  and  gallantry  of 
Brig.  General  O  Hara,  and  of  the 
brigade  of  guards  under  his  coin- 
mand,  which  formed  the  head  of 
the  column,  he  determined  on  the 
attempt  ;  and  diredlly  ordered 
them  to  march  on  through  the  ri- 
ver, and  to  prevent  confufion, 
charged  them  not  to  fire,  until  thev 
had  gained  the  oppofite  bank. 

The  guards,  and  their  com- 
mander, fully  jufiified  the  high 
opinion  which  Lord  Cornwallis 
iiad  entertained  of  them.  The  ter- 
rors and  difficulties  of  an  untried 
river,  upwards  of  five  hundred 
yards  wide,  with  a  flrong  current, 
a  reeky  bottom,  water  up  to 
the  middle,  and  expofed  through 
the  whole  paffage,  to  the  delibe- 
rate aim,  and  continual  fire  of  the 
enemy,  were  equally  incapable  of 
making  any  imprefficn  on  their 
cool  and  determined  valour,  and 
of,  in  any  degree,  affecting  the 
excellency  of  their  difclpline.  The 
light  infantry  of  the  gU'^rds,  being 
the  firft  that  were  landed,  inftant- 
ly  formed,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
killed  or  difperfed  every  thing 
that  appeared  before  them.  Gen. 
Davidfon,  who  unexpeilcdiy,  and 
for  himfelf  unfortunately,  had  ar- 
rived at  this  poft,  with  300  militia 
on  the  preceding  evening,  was, 
with  feme  other  officers,  found 
among  the  flain.  Colonel  Hall 
of  the  guards,  was  the  only  officer 
who  fell  on  the  Britiih  fide;  and  ' 
though  a  good  many  private  men 
were  wounded,  yet  the  iofs  in  eve- 
ry rcipeft  would  appear  incredi- 
bly fmall  to  thofe,  who  are  not 
accuRomed  to  confider  the  prodi- 
gious diiFerence  between  real   and 


eftimated  danger,  in  many  part^ 
of  military  adtion. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  rear  of 
the  column  being  come  up,  and 
the  whole  paffed  with  the  utmoft 
expedition  over  the  river.  Colonel 
Tarleton  was  difpatched  with  the 
cavalry,  fupported  by  the  23d  re- 
giment, in  purfuitof  the  fugitives, 
and  likewile  to  fcour  and  examine 
the  country.  Having  received 
intelligence  from  the  prifoners, 
that  three  or  four  hundred  of  the 
militia,  were  to  afTemble  that  day 
at  a  place  about  ten  miles  diftanr, 
he  eagerly  feized  that  opportunity, 
as  well  of  avenging,  as  of  efi^acing 
the  memory  of  the  late  difafter. 
He  therefore,  immediately  quitting 
the  infantry,  proceeded  thither  at 
the  head  of  his  cavalry  with  the 
utmoft  expedition  ;  his  arrival  be- 
ing fo  fudden  and  unexpefted,  that 
a  complete  furprize,  great  execu- 
tion, and  total  difperfion,  were 
almoft  the  inliantaneous  confe- 
quences.  This  fevere  flroke,  a- 
long  with  the  preceding  defeat  at 
the  ford,  had  fuch  an  eifeifl  upon 
the  militia,  who  had  hitherto  only 
heard  of  the  rigours  and  dangers 
of  war,  that  they  not  only  imme- 
diately abandoned  ^11  their  pofts 
on  the  river,  but  were  fo  totally 
cowed  and  difpirited,  that  they 
did  not  once  after,  in  any  man- 
ner, make  the  fmalleft  attempt  to 
interrupt  the  progrefs  of  the  army 
in  its  march  to  the  Yadkin,  al- 
though its  courfe  lay  (to  ufe  Lord 
Cornwallis's  own  words)  through 
one  of  the  moft  rebellious  tradts  in 
America. 

Though  the  enemy  had  aban- 
doned Beattie's  Ford,  yet  the  con- 
tinual fall  of  rain,  and  fwelling  of 
the  river,    had  rendered  the  paf- 
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fage  both  tedious  and  difficult  to 
Colonel  Webfter.  It  was,  how- 
ever, at  length  accomplilhed  to- 
wards the  evening;  and  he  was 
enabled  to  join  the  commander  in 
chief,  in  fome  time  after  dark,  at 
about  fix  miles  diftance  from  the 
ford. 

Intelligence  being  received,  that 
Morgan  had  commenced  a  forced 
march  in  the  afternoon,  which  it 
was  afterwards  found  that  he  had 
continued  through  the  night,  to 
the  northward,  towards  Salilbury, 
the  defire  of  retaliating  on  that 
commander,  was  fo  flrong  with  the 
army,  that  they  purfued  him  in 
the  morning  with  the  utmoft  fpirit 
and  vigour;  hoping,  notwithltand- 
ing  the  diftance  he  had  gained,  by 
dint  of  exertion,  ftill  to  overtake 
or  intercept  him  while  he  was  en- 
tangled among  the  rivers.  But  the 
difficulties  of  bad  roads,  bad  wea- 
ther, and  fwelled  creeks,  which 
they  had  to  furmount,  were  fo 
great  and  (o  numerous,  that  it 
could  not  poflibly  be  done,  with 
the  effeO.  that  was  widied.  Mor- 
gan had  arrived  at  the  trading  fort 
on  the  Yadkin,  in  the  nir»ht  be- 
tween  the  fecond  and  third  or  Feb- 
ruary, and  during  the  remainder 
of  that,  and  in  tiie  courfe  of  the 
following  day,  had  paflcd  the  body 
of  his  infantry,  with  the  cavalry, 
and  molt  of  the  waggons  over  the 
river  ;  fo  that  when  the  guards,  by 
a  courfe  of  the  moft  ftren  uous  exer- 
tions, had  come  up  in  the  evening, 
they  could  only  rout  and  difperfe 
his  rear,  and  take  the  few  remain- 
ing waggons. 

Morgan  having  fecured  the  boats 
on  the  other  fide,  and  the  ford 
through  which  he  had  paflcd  his 
waggons  and  cavalry  being  now 
rendered  impaflable  by  the  ludden 


rife  of  the  river.  Lord  Cornwallis 
determined  to  march  to  the  upper 
fords,  which,  as  we  before  obferv- 
ed,  are  generally  paH'able  ;  but  he 
was  under  a  nectfliry  of  making 
fome  fhort  delay  by  the  way  at 
Salilbury,  for  the  procuring  of  a 
hafty  and  fcanty  fupply  of  provi- 
fions.  In  the  mean  time  he  re- 
ceived intelligence,  that  Morgan 
had  quitted  the  banks  of  the  Yad- 
kin, and  that  Greene  was  march- 
ing with  the  uimoft  difpatch  to 
form  a  junftion  with  him  at  Guild- 
ford. The  Britifn  commander 
knowing  that  Greene  had  not  yec 
received  his  reinforcements  from 
Virginia,  nor  even  had  time  to  col- 
lefl  the  North  Carolina  militia, 
was  feniible,  that  he  would  by  all 
poffible  means  avoid  an  engage- 
ment in  the  latter,  and  of  courfe 
endeavour  to  make  his  way  into  the 
other  where  his  fupport  lay.  To 
counteraft  this  defign  was  thefe- 
fore  his  great  objeft  ;  and  he  ac- 
cordingly endeavoured  with  the 
utmoft  diligence,  and  every  degree 
of  exertion,  to  get  before  him  to 
the  river  Dan  ;  for  that  river,  and 
the  Roanoke  into  which  it  falls, 
form  the  boundary  between  the 
two  provinces  ;  and  by  feieing  the 
upper  fords  on  the  firlt,  he  hoped 
to  reduce  Greene  to  a  neceflity  ei- 
ther of  fighting,  or  of  abandoning 
his  communication  with,  and  all 
hope  of  fuccour  from  Virginia  ; 
while,  in  the  latter  cafe,  he  would 
run  no  fmall  rifque  of  being  inex- 
tricably enclofed  and  hemmed  in, 
between  the  great  rivers  on  the 
weft,  the  fca  on  the  eaft,  and  the 
forces  under  the  L'^rds  Cornwallij 
and  RawdoD,  on  the  north  and 
fouih. 

It  was  now  a   trial   of  difpatch 
between  both  armies,  which  fhould 

firft 
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iirll  gain  the  northern  frontier. 
The  Brit.fli  fucceeded,  and  cut 
Greene  off  from  the  upper  fords; 
and  Lord  Cornwaliis  bting  affured, 
that  the  lower  were  impraiSlicable, 
and  that  the  country  could  not  af- 
ford any  number  of  bont?,  at  all 
fufEcient  for  the  paflageofGreene's 
army,  thought  he  could  not  now 
efcape  without  a  decifive  blow, 
and  accordingly  purfued  him  with 
the  utmoll  expedition.  This  was, 
however,  impeded  by  great  and 
numerous  difficulties.  The  intel- 
ligence to  be  obtained,  was  not 
only  extremely  defedive,  but  feems 
to  have  been  intendedly  delufive  ; 
the  want  of  light  troops  was  now 
feverely  felt;  and  the  enemy  by 
their  abundance  of  them,  were 
enabled  to  break  down  all  the 
bridG;es  in  the  line  of  march,  and 
to  throw  numberlefs  other  impedi- 
^  ,  ,       ments  in  the  way  of 

teb.  I5lti.  the  army.  Upon  their 
arrival  at  Boyd's  Ferry,  they  dif- 
covered  to  their  inexpreffible  grief 
and  vexation,  that  all  their  toil 
and  exertions  had  been  vain,  and 
that  all  their  hopes  were  fruttrat- 
ed.  The  enemy  had  been  fur- 
nidied  with  boats  fufficient,  (in 
dired  contradiftion  to  all  the  in- 
telligence received  by  the  Britifli 
general)  to  convey  their  whole 
army  and  baggage,  on  the  pre- 
ceding day  and  night,  oyer  the  ri- 
ver. 

Nothing  ever  exceeded,  except 
the  vigour  and  perfeverance  with 
which  they  were  encountered  and 
furmounted,  thehardfhips,  and-dif- 
ficulties,  which  the  army  endured 
in  this  long  courfe  of  march,  from 
Salilbury  to  the  Dan,  and  then  in 
the  purfuit  of  Greene  to  Boyd's 
Ferry.  Their  wants  and  diilrefTes 
were  not  leU  than  their  toils  and 
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fatigues.  They  traverfed  a  conn-' 
try,  which  was  alternately  a  wild 
and  inhofpitable  foreft,  or  inha-. 
bited  by  a  people  who  were  at 
leaft  highly  adverfe,  however  they 
might  venture,  or  not,  to  be  hcf- 
lile.  When  to  thefe  we  add  all. 
the  poffible  incommodities,  inci- 
dent to  bad  roads,  heavy  rains, 
want  of  cover,  and  the  continual 
wading  through  numberlefs  deep 
creeks  and  rivers  in  the  depth  of 
winter,  we  ihall  ftiJl  form  only  very 
faint  and  inadequate  ideas  of  the 
fufferings  which  they  endured. 

The  army  being  in  no  conditioft 
to  venture  theinvalion  of  fo  power- 
ful a  province  as  Virginia,  in  the 
prefent  circumftances,  and  North 
Carolina  being  in  a  ftate  of  the 
utmolt  diforder  and  confufion. 
Lord  Cornwaliis,  after  giving  the 
troops  a  day's  reft,  led  them  by 
eafy  marches  to  Hillfborough, 
where  he  erefted  the  royal  ftand- 
ard,  and  ifTued  a  proclamation, 
inviting  all  loyal  fubjeds  to  repair 
to  it,  and  to  take  an  adive  part  in 
affifting  him  to  reftore  order  and 
conllitutional  government  ia  the 
colony. 

During  thefe  tranfadions.  Co- 
lonel Balfour,  who  commanded  at 
Charles-Town,  equipped  a  fmall 
force  for  an  expedition  to  Cape 
Fear  River,  not  only  to  co-operate 
with  Lord  Cornwaliis  by  a  diver- 
fion  on  that  fide,  and  by  gaining 
pofTeffion  of  Wilmington,  but  like- 
wife  to  make  that  way  a  convey- 
ance for  the  furnifhing  his  army 
with  thofe  neceffary  fupplies,  which, 
in  the  prefen  t  ftate  of  the  war,  could 
fcarcely  be  done  in  any  other  man- 
ner. Major  Craig,  with  about 
300  land  forces,  was  difpatched 
upon  this  fervice  towards  the  lat- 
ter end  of  January ;  and  the  men 

were 
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were  convoyed  and  fupported  by 
Capt,  Barclay,  iu  the  Blonde  fri- 
gate, with  the  Otter  and  Delight 
Jlodps  of  war;  the  marine  force 
and  the  troops,  being  equally  par- 
takers in  the  fortune  of  the  enter- 
prize. 

Capt.  Barclay  landed  all  the 
marines,  in  order  to  fupply  the 
veaknefs  of  the  land  force,  about 
nine  miles  fhort  of  Wilmington  ; 
the  inhabitants  fent  a  deputation 
to  propofe  terms,  which  were  not 
liftened  to;  and  the  town  being 
abandoned  by  its  defenfive  force, 
confiding  of  about  150  men,  was 
taken  without  refiftance.  The  in- 
habitants delivered  up  their  arms, 
were  admitted  to  parole,  and  fe- 
cured  in  their  property.  The  Bri- 
ti(h  commanders  being  informed, 
that  feverai  veflels  loaded  with 
provifions,  ammunition,  and  the 
effects  of  thofe  who  were  in  arms, 
as  well  as  of  fome  Spaniards  and 
French,  who  had  lately  fettled  at 
Cape  Fear,  had  efcaped  up  the 
north-eaft  branch  of  that  river, 
purfued  them  both  by  land  and 
water;  four  or  five  were  accord- 
ingly taken,  and  fome  others  burnt 
by  the  enemy.  The  batteries  be- 
ing clofed  in,  and  the  works  re- 
paired or  completed,  Wilming- 
ton was  made  a  port  of  fome  fort 
of  Ibcngth,  and  continued  for 
fome  little  time  to  be  of  import- 
ance. 

Lord  Cornwallis  being  inform- 
ed, that  a  confiderable  number  of 
loyalifts  inhabited  the  country  be- 
tween the  Haw  and  the  Deep, 
rivers,  he  difpatched  Col.  Tarie- 
ton  with  the  cavalry,  and  a  fmall 
body  of  infantry,  to  prevent  any 
interruption  in  their  afiembling  or 
moving.      But  it   happened  molt 


unluckily,  that  a  part  of  the  ene- 
my's light  troops  had  entered  the 
country  on  one  fide,  at  the  verv 
time  that  the  Britlfli  detachment 
entered  in  on  another;  and  that 
they  fell  in  with  a  body  of  about 
200  of  thefe  people,  who,  under 
the  condudl  of  a  Colonel  Pyle, 
were  on  their  way  to  join  the  royal 
army  at  Hill/borough.  Thefe  un- 
fortunate royalifts,  who  had  notice 
of  Tarleton's  approach,  mi.laking 
the  enemy  for  his  detachment, 
and  not  being  yet  apprehenfive  of 
the  wiles  and  circumvention  of 
war,  fuffered  themfslvcs,  without 
the  fmalle'it  eifort,  to  be  cnclofed 
and  furrounded;  when,  without 
refiftance,  and,  it  is  faid,  cryingr 
out  for  quarter,  a  number  of  them 
were  moft  inhumanly  put  to  the 
fword  ! 

In  the  mean  time.  Lord  Corn- 
wallis having  received  intelligence, 
that  Greene  being  reinforced  ia 
Virginia  had  repifled  the  Dan,  he 
thought  it  neceflary  to  collect  hjs 
force  by  recalling  Tarleton ;  and 
forage  and  provifions  growing 
fcarce  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Hillfborough,  and  the  poficion  be- 
ing too  dillant  to  afford  counte- 
n-ince  and  proteftion-  to  the  well 
afFefted  upon  the  advance  of  the 
enemy,  he  thought  it  expedient 
to  make  a  movement  to  the  Haw 
River,  which  he  paifed,  and  en- 
camped near  Allemance  Creek  ; 
having  pufhed  Tarleton  a  few  miles 
forward  towards  the  Deep  River, 
with  the  cavalry,  the  light  com- 
pany of  the  guards,  and  150  of 
Webfter's  brigade.  Greene's  light 
troops  foon  made  their  appearance; 
upon  which  Tarleton  received  mr- 
ders  to  move  forward,  and,  with 
proper  precaution,  to  make  what 
difcovery 
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difcovery  he  could  of  the  motions 

and  defigns  of  the  enemy. 

«,      ,      J  Tarleton     had  not 

March  2d.      ,  ^  c        u       u 

advanced  rar  when  he 

fell  in  with  a  confiderable  corps  of 
the  enemy,  whom  he  inllantly  at- 
tacked, and  foon  routed;  but  be- 
ing ignorant  of  their  force,  how 
they  were  fupported,  and  grown 
circumfpecl  from  experience,  he 
with  great  prudence  reftrained  his 
ardour,  and  deiifted  from  the  pur- 
fuit.  He  foon  learned  from  the 
prifoners,  that  thofs  he  had  defeat- 
ed were  the  corps  called  Lee's  le- 
gion, with  three  or  four  hundred 
Back  Mountain  men,  and  feme 
militia,  under  a  Colonel  Prefton. 
He  like  wife  difcovered  through  the 
fame  intelligence,  that  Greene, 
with  a  part  of  his  army,  was  at  no 
great  dillance. 

It  appeared  afterwards,  though 
it  does  not  feem  to  have  been  then 
known  to  the  Eritilh  general,  that 
Greene  had  yet  only  received  a 
part  of  the  reinforcements  he  ex- 
pefled;  and  that  a  more  confider- 
able body  were  then  on  their  way 
to  join  him  from  Virginia.  This 
induced  him  to  fall  fuddenly  back 
toThompfon'sKoufe,  near  Boyd's 
Ford,  on  the  Reedy  Fork.  It  is 
remarkable,  and  deferving  of  par- 
ticular notice,  that  although  this 
part  of  the  country,  where  the 
army  now  was,  was  confidered  and 
diiVinguifhed,  as  being  peculiarly 
and  zealoufly  attached  to  the  Bri- 
tifh  caufe  and  intereft  ;  and  yet, 
that  Lord  Cornwallis  fhould  have 
had  occafion  pathetically  to  com- 
plain, thathisfituation  was  amongft 
timid  friends,  and  adjoining  to  in- 
veterate rebels  ;  and,  that  be- 
tween them,  he  had  been  totally 
deilitute  of  information  ;  by  which 


means,  he  loft  a  very  favourable 
opportunity  of  attacking  the  rebel 
army. 

Though  Greene  had  thus  fallen 
back  with  his  main  body,  he  left 
his  light  troops  and  militia  to  fo- 
rage and  occupy  the  country  in  the 
front  of  the  Britifh  army;  and 
thofe,  in  defiance  of  repeated  ex- 
amples, which  might  well  have 
ferved  to  keep  them  conftantly 
alert  and  upon  their  guard,  feem- 
ing  totally  to  forget  the  fort  of 
enemy,  to  whofe  eye  and  obferv- 
atioa  they  were  expofed,  were  dif- 
perfcd,  and  pofled  carelefsly  at  fe- 
veral  plantations,  confuiting  only 
their  convenience,  and  the  facility 
of  fubfiflance.  This  fitua-  ^  1 
tion  induced  Lord  Cornwal- 
lis to  put  the  army  fuddenly  In 
motion  ;  with  a  view,  not  only  of 
beating  up  their  quarters,  and 
driving  them  in  upon  the  army, 
but  of  attacking  Greene  himfelf, 
if  any  fair  opportunity  fhould  of- 
fer. He  completely  fucceeded  in 
the  firfi:  part  of  his  defign;  and  at 
Weitzell's  Mill,  on  the  Reedy 
Fork,  where  they  ventured  to  make 
a  {land,  the  Back  Mountain  men, 
and  fome  Virginia  militia,  fufFered 
confiderably  ;  and  the  fecond  part 
only  failed,  through  Greene's 
making  a  timely  and  precipitate 
retreat  over  the  Haw  River. 

The  vicinity  of  the  fords  on  the 
Dan,  which  lay  in  the  rear  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  extreme  difficulty 
of  fubfifting  the  army,  in  the  in- 
termediate exhaufted  country,  ren- 
dered it  in  vain  for  the  Britifh 
general  to  purfue  them  over  the 
Haw,  under  any  hope  of  being 
able  to  force  them  to  aftion.  He 
thought  therefore,  the  mofl  eligi- 
ble courfe  which  he  could  in  the 
prefent 
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brcfent  ftate  of  thing?  purfue,  was, 
by  efFeftually  covering  their  coun- 
try, to  afford  the  friends  of  the 
royal  caufe  time  and  encourage- 
ment to  aflemble,  and  to  join  the 
army;  keeping  an  eye  at  the  fame 
time  to  Cape  Fear  River ;  the 
communication  with  which  it 
would  foon  become  indifpenfibly 
neceflary  to  open,  through  the 
grievous  diftreli'es  of  the  army, 
which  were  now  become  nearly  in- 
fupportable,  under  the  want  of 
fupplies  of  every  fpecies.  He  \yas, 
however,  determined  to  fight  the 
enemy  in  the  mean  time,  if  their 
army  at  all  approached,  under  a 
full  conviction,  that  nothing  lefs 
than  a  clear  and  decided  fuperio- 
rity  in  arms,  could  anfwer  the 
great  purpofe  and  end  of  their  ex- 
teedingly  toilfome  and  arduous 
winter  campaign,  which  was  to 
draw  forth  into  aflinn,  the  fup- 
pofed  numerous  loyalifts  who  in- 
habited  that  province. 

In  purfuance  of  this  plan,  the 
army  encamped,  ort  the  13th  of 
March,  at  the  Quaker  Meeting- 
houfe,  within  the  forks  of  the 
Deep  River.  On  the  following 
.day,  Lord  Cornwallis  was  inform- 
td,  that  General  Butler,  with  a 
body  of  North  Carolina  militia, 
together  with  the  expeded  rein- 
forcements from  Virginia,  had  all 
joined  Greene;  this  was  accom- 
panied with  a  very  exaggerated 
reprefentation  of  his  force,  which 
was  ftatcd  at  no  lefs  than  nine  or 
ten  thoufand  men  ;  and  intelli- 
gence, which  was  confiderably 
nearer  the  truth,  that  he  was  in 
full  march  to  attack  the  Britifli 
army.  On  the  fame  ev&ning  he 
received  authentic  intelligence, 
that    Greene    had     advanced    to 
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Guildford,  which  was  only  about 
twelve  miles  from  the  Britifh 
camp. 

Lord  Cornwallis  being  now 
pretty  well  perfuaded  that  the  ene- 
my intended  to  venture  an  engage- 
ment, thought  it  neceffary  to  fend 
the  waggons  and  baggage,  under 
a  ftronger  efcort  than  he.  could 
well  fpare,  to  Bell's  Mill,  which 
was  confiderably  lower  down  oa 
the  Deep  River,  in  the  heart  of 
the  well-aiFecled  country;  and  on 

the    following;    morn-    t.,t      l 

J       u      T      u      March  ic. 
ing,  at  day-break,  he  J 

marched  with  the  remainder  of 
the  army,  either  to  meet  the  ene- 
my on  the  way,  or  to  attack  them 
in  their  encampment.  About  four 
miles  from  Guildford,  the  advanc- 
ed guard,  under  Col.  Tarleton, 
fell  in  with  Col.  Lee's  legion, 
and  thofe  other  light  troops  whom 
they  had  before  engaged.  Thefe 
Tarleton  again  attacked  and 
routed  ;  and  the  army  continuing 
its  march,  foon  discovered  the 
enemy  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle, 
upon  a  rifing  ground,  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  Guildford  Court- 
houfe.  The  light  troops  who  had 
been  defeated,  having  been  feve- 
ral  days  entirely  detached  from 
Greene's  army,  the  prifoners  now 
taken  could  give  no  manner  of 
account,  of  the  order,  numbers, 
or  difpofition  of  the  enemy;  and 
the  country  people,  who  were  ex- 
amined as  to  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  whether  from  ftupidity 
or  defign,  were  fo  exceedingly  in- 
accurate, if  not  unintelligible  in 
their  defcriptions,  as  to  afford  very 
little  fatisfadion  upon  the  fub-  * 
jeft.  Indeed  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing intelligence,  and  the  little 
reliance  to  be  placed  upon  that 
[E]  which 
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which  was  obtained,  Teem  to  be 
among  the  difringuilhing  features 
of  the  war  in  this  province. 

Under  thefe  embarrafiing  cir- 
cumftances,  the  Britifn  General 
was  obliged  to  adapt  his  difpofi- 
tions  and  meafures,  principally, 
to  the  apparent  face  of  the  country 
and  dilpofition  of  the  enemy.  The 
country  in  general  prefented  a 
wildernefs,  covered  with  tall 
woods,  which  were  rendered  in- 
tricate by  (hrubs  and  thick  under- 
brulli ;  but  which  was  interfperfed 
here  and  there,  by  a  few  fcactered 
plantations  and  cleared  fields.  In 
the  fpace  immediately  between  the 
head  of  the  column  and  the  enemy, 
was  a  confiderable  plantation,  one 
large  field  of  which  was  on  the 
left  hand  of  the  line  of  March, 
and  two  others,  with  a  wood,  of 
about  two  hundred  yards  broad, 
lying  between  them,  was  on  the 
xight  of  it ;  and  beyond  thefe 
fields,  the  wood  continued  for  fe- 
veral  miles  to  the  right.  In  the 
front,  beyond  the  plantation,  w:.s 
another  wood,  of  about  a  mile  in 
depth  ;  and  its  back  opened  into  an 
extenfive  fpace  of  cleared  ground 
which  furroundedGuildfordCourt- 
houfe.  The  woods  on  the  right 
and  left,  were  reported  to  be  im- 
prafticable  for  cannon  ;  the  ene- 
my's firft  line  appeared  drawn  up 
on  the  ikiris  of  that  in  the  front. 

The  wood  on  the  right,  appear- 
ing to  be  fomewhat  more  open 
than  its  oppofite,  induced  Lord 
Ccrnwallis  to  direct  his  attack 
againft  the  enemy's  left  wing;  and 
the  artillery  were  brought  up  the 
road  to  cannonade  their  center, 
whilft  he  W23  making  his  difpofi- 
lions  in  the  following  order.  On 
the  right,  the  Heffian  regiment  of 
Bofe,  with  the  71ft  Britilh,  were 


led  by  Major-general  Leflie,  and 
fupported  by  the  firll:  battalion  of 
guards.  On  the  left,  the  33d  and 
33d  regiments,  were  led  by  Col. 
WeblUr,  and  fupported  by  the 
grenadiers,  and  the  fecond  batta- 
lion of  guards,  under  the  con- 
dudl  of  Brigadier-General  0'Hara» 
The  German  yagers,  with  the 
light  infantry  of  the  guards,  re- 
mained in  the  wood,  on  the  left  of 
the  guns ;  and  the  cavalry,  under 
Col.  Tarleton,  were  drawn  up  in 
the  road,  in  readinefs  to  act  as 
circumftances  might  require. 

Gen.  Greene's  army  was  drawn 
up  in  three  lines;  the  front  line, 
which  was  only  in  fight,  was  com- 
pofed  of  the  two  North  Carolina 
brigades  of  militia,  under  their 
own  Generals  Butler  and  Eaton. 
The  fecond  line,  drawn  up  at  a 
proper  diftance  in  the  wood,  was 
compofed  of  two  brigades  of  Vir- 
ginia'militi^,  commanded  by  the 
Generals  Stephens  and  Lawfon. 
But  the  hope  and  main  llrength  of 
the  army,  was  placed  in  the  third 
line,  which  confifted  of  two  bri- 
gades of  Virginia  and  Maryland 
continental  (or  regular)  troops, 
under  the  conduft  of  Gen.  Huger 
and  Col.  Williams.  Col.  Walh- 
ington,  with  his  dragoons,  a  de- 
tachment of  continental  light  in- 
fantry, and  Lynch's  regiment  of 
riflemen,  formed  a  feparate  corps 
to  cover  the  right  flank;  and  Col. 
Lee,  with  his  legion,  a  detach- 
ment of  light  infantry,  and  Camp- 
bell's riflemen,  were  appointed  to 
cover  the  left. 

It  is  probable  that  Greene's 
whole  force  did  not  fall  much,  if 
any  thing,  Ihort  of  6000  men ; 
and  it  feems  as  probable,  from  the 
long  fervice  they  had  gone  through, 
and  the  confeq^uent  thinnefs  of  the 
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battalions^  as  well  as  from  other 
preceding  and  fubfequent  circi^m- 
llances,  that  Lord  Cornwallis's 
forces  could  fcarcely  exceed  a  third 
of  that  number.  The  accounts 
publifhcd  at  the  time,  on  eitiier 
fide,  being  always  calculated  to 
make  certain  impreflions,  and  to 
anfwer  immediate  purpofes,  can 
never  afford  a  clue  to  accurate 
eftimate  in  fuch  cafes.  The  firni- 
lariiy  between  Greene's  difpofi- 
tions  en  this  day,  and  thofe  which 
had  lately  fucceedcd  fo  well  with 
iVIorgan,  cannot  fail  of  ftriking 
every  one  who  attentively  confiders 
both;  the  relcmblance  will  like- 
wife  appear  in  feme  parts  of  the 
aftion,  as  well  as  in  the  plan  or 
defign. 

The  aiflion  began  about  half  an 
hour  paft  one  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon ;  when  M?jor-Gencral  Leflie 
found  himfelf  fo  much  out-flanked 
by  the  enemy's  left,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  bring  the  firft  battalion 
of  guards  forward  into  the  line,  to 
the  right  of  the  regiment  of  Bofe ; 
after  which  he  was  not  long  in  de- 
feating every  thing  that  yet  ap- 
peared before  him.  At  the  fame 
time,  Col.  Webfter,  who  advanc- 
ed with  equal  vigour  on  Leflie's 
left,  was  no  lefs  fuccefsful  in  his 
front;  but  finding  that  the  33d 
was  expofed  to  a  very  heavy  fire 
from  the  enemy's  right  wing,  he 
fuddenly  and  judicioufly  changed 
his  front  to  the  left,  and  being 
fupported  by  the  yagers,  and  light 
infantry  of  the  guards,  attacked 
and  routed  them  on  that  fide  ; 
while  the  grenadiers,  and  fccond 
battalion  of  guards,  moved  for- 
ward to  occupy  the  ground  in  the 
center,  which  he  had  juft  quitted. 

All  the  infantry  being  now  in 
th«  line.    Col.  Tarleton  was  di- 


refted  to  keep  his  cavalry  entire 
?nd  compact,  and  not  to  charge 
by  any  means  without  orders,  ex- 
cepting only,  the  moft  evident  ne- 
cefiity  of  prote(fling  fome  corps 
from  defeat  or  ruin.  In  fact,  not- 
withftanding  this  beginning  fuc- 
cefs,  all  the  feverity  and  danger 
of  the  adlion  was  yet  to  come. 
For,  although  the  North  Carolina 
militia,  in  the  firft  line,  had 
fhamefuUy  abandoned  their  polt, 
and  ran  away,  without  at  all  Hand- 
ing the  conflift;  the  Virginia  mi- 
litia, in  the  fecond  line,  v/ere  by 
no  means  influenced  by  their  ex- 
ample; they,  on  the  contrary, 
flood  their  ground  for  a  confidera- 
ble  time,  and  fought  with  great 
refolution  ;  and  when  they  were 
at  length  broken,  and  driven  back 
upon  the  continental  troops  in  the 
third  line,  the  battle  then  became 
only  the  more  arduous  and  doubt- 
ful. It  was  indeed  an  aftion  of 
almoft  infinite  diverfity.  The  ex- 
ceffive  thicknefs  of  the  woods, 
had  rendered  the  bayonet  in  a 
great  meafure  ufelefs;  had  enabled 
the  enemy,  however  broken,  to 
rally,  to  fight  in  detachment,  and 
to  make  repeated  and  obftinate 
ftands ;  it  had  necefiarily  and  en- 
tirely broken  the  order  of  battle  ; 
and  feparated  and  disjoined  the 
Britifli  corps,  who  could  know  no 
more  of  each  other,  than  what  they 
gathered  from  the  greatnefs,  the 
continuance,  or  tlic  cciirfe  of  the 
firing,  in  different  quarters.  Thus 
the  battle  degenerated  into  a  num- 
ber of  irregular,  but  hard-fought 
and  bloody  flcirmilhes. 

On  the  right,  the  firft  battalion 
of  guards,  with  the  regiment  of 
Bofe,  after  they  imagined  that 
ihey  had  nearly  carried  every  thing 
before    them,    were    warmly    en- 
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gaged  in  front,  flank  and  rear, 
not  only  with  fuch  parts  of  the 
routed  or  broken  enemy  who  had 
again  rallied,  bm  with  a  part  of 
the  extremity  of  their  left  wing, 
which,  through  the  clofenefs  of 
the  wood,  had  been  pall'^^d,  un- 
broken and  unobferved.  A  fimi- 
lar  firing  was  continued  on  the 
left,  where  Webfter's  corps  was 
engaged.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
7 lit  regiment,  with  the  grena- 
diers, and  the  fecond  battalion  c^ 
guards,  which  were  in  the  center, 
being  uncertain  what  was  pafiing 
on  either  hand,  but  hearing  the 
tire  advance  on  the  left,  continued 
to  move  on  along  the  road  through 
the  wood,  being  accompanied  by 
the  artillery,  which  kept  pace 
•with  them,  and  followed  by  the 
cavalry.  The  guards  firlt  gained 
the  cleared  ground,  near  Guild- 
ford Court-houfc,  where  they 
found  a  corps  of  continental  in- 
fantry, fornied  in  the  open  field  o:; 
the  left  of  the  road. 

Tiiough  the  enemy  were  much 
fuperior  in  number,  the  fecond 
battalion  of  guards,  glowing  with 
impatience  tofignalize  themfelves, 
jnftantiy  attacked,  and  routed  thcni 
with  fuch  efieft,  as  to  take  their 
cannon;  but  purfuing  them  with 
100  much  ardour  into  the  wood, 
they  were  fuddenly  thrown  into 
confufion  by  a  very  heavy  and  un- 
expeded  fire;  and  being  initantly 
charged  by  Col.  Walliitigron,  at 
the  head  of  his  regiment  of  dra- 
goons, the  diforder  was  irretrieva- 
ble, and  they  were  driven  back, 
and  purfued  into  the  field,  with 
the  lofs  of  the  two  6  pounder^ 
which  they  hadjull  taken.  The 
fortune  ol  the  day,  at  this  inflant, 
feemcd  only  to  hang  by  a  fingle 
hair.     The  critical  bringing  up  cf 


two  3  pounders,  and  their  well- 
timed  and  well-direfted  fire,  un- 
der the  condudl  of  Lieutenant 
Macleod  of  the  artillery,  ferved 
to  repulfe,  or  at  lead:  to  keep  at 
bay,  the  cavalry  for  the  prefent, 
and  afforded  fome  leifure  for 
breathing  and  recovery  to  the 
guards.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
grenadiers,  with  the  7 1  [\  regiment, 
wliofe  pafiage  had  been  impeded 
by  fome  deep  ravines  they  fell  in 
v/ith  on  their  way,  began  to  ap- 
pear, coming  out  of  the  wood  on 
the  right ;  which,  as  it  could  not 
fail  to  damp  the  enemy,  ferved 
equally  to  infpirit  the  royal 
troops,  and  to  facilitate  the  en- 
deavours of  Brig.  Gen.  O'Hara; 
who,  notvvithflanding  his  being 
forely  wounded,  was  ufing  the 
moft  fpirited  and  fuccefsful  exer- 
tions in  rallying  the  guards.  They 
accordingly,  being  now  confirmed 
and  fupported  by  the  coming  up 
of  ihe  grenadiers,  returned  to  the 
charge  v/ith  frelh  ardour;  and  to 
render  the  afiair  decifive,  the  23d 
regiment  arrived  at  that  inflant 
from  the  left,  and  Tar'.eton  came 
fvveeping  on  with  his  cavalry. 
Such  a  conjunftion  of  favourable 
circumilances  could  net  but  pro- 
duce their  eiFeft.  The  enemy 
were  attacked  on  all  fides;  de- 
feated ;  and  not  only  loll  the  two 
firfl  6  pounders^  which  they  had 
fo  lately  recovered,  but  two 
others,  being  the  whole  artillery 
v/hich  they  had  brought  into  the 
field. 

About  the  fame  time,  the  33d 
regiment,  and  the  light  infantry 
of  the  guards,  after  long  aftion, 
and  ovejcoming  many  difficulties, 
had  entirely  routed  the  corps 
vvhich  were  oppofed  to  them  on 
the  left;  fo  that  the  a»^ion  being 
y  new 
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now  entirely  ended  on  that  fide, 
the  23!  and  71ft  regiments,  with 
pan  of  the  cavalry,  were  difpatch- 
ed  in  purfuit  of  the  flying  enemy. 
In  the  mean  time  a  heavy  firing 
was  ftill  continued  in  the  woods 
on  the  right,  where  the  firli  bat- 
talions  of  guards,  and  the  regiment 
of  Bofe,  had  their  hands  fully  en- 
gjiged  with  the  militia,  in  a  fort 
of  adion  which  was  entirely  fuited 
to  the  habits  and  genius  of  the 
latter.  The  appearance  of  the  ca- 
valry, and  the  fpirited  attack  made 
by  'I'arleton,  contributed  much  to 
extricate  thoie  regiments,  and  to 
occafion  the  difperuon  of  the  mili- 
tia in  the  woods. 

Thus  ended  the  very  fliarp, 
hard-fought,  and  exceedinoly  di- 
verfified  atlion  at  Guildford.  An 
action,  in  which  the  perfovering 
valour,  and  admirable  difcipiine 
of  the  Britifh  troops,  were  molt 
eminently  diftinguifhed.  Nothing 
tefs,  indeed,  than  an  unlimited 
portion  of  the  one,  and  an  une- 
(.jualled  perfedion  in  the  other, 
could  have  triumphed  againll  fo 
great  a  fuperiority  of  force,  and 
fuch  infuperable  difficulties  of 
ground.  Lord  Cornwallis  declar- 
ed, in  public  orders,  that  he  fliould 
ever  confider  it  as  the  greatell  ho- 
nour of  his  life,  to  have  been 
placed  at  the  head  of  fo  gallant  an 
army  ;  and  the  merit  was  fo  ge- 
neral, that  every  corps,  and  al- 
moll  every  officer  above  the  rank 
of  a  fubaltern,  received  his, public 
thanks  and  acknowledgments  for 
their  particular  and  diftinguifhed 
fervices.  Among  thefc,  we  muft 
not  forget  the  brave  Heflian  regi- 
ment of  Bofe,  and  thoir  gallant 
commander,  Major  de  Buy. 

No  public  acknowledgement 
could  be  made  (nor  woyld  it  huve 


been  adequate  if  there  could)  of 
the  noble  commander's  own  me- 
rits ;  which,  if  poffible,  were  more 
highly  diUInguilhcd  on  this  day, 
than  in  the  moll  brilliant  of  his 
former  aftions.  Notwithftanding 
an  exceeding  bad  ftate  of  health, 
he  feemed  to  be  every  where  pre- 
fent;  and  aiforded  fupport  and  re- 
lief to  every  corps  that  was  hard 
prelTed.  It  was  then  no  wonder, 
that  two  horfes  were  fhot  under 
him  ;  but  it  may  well  be  deemed 
fuch,  that  he  efcaped  himfelf  un- 
hurt. 

On  the  other  fide  it  mull  be  ac- 
knovvledged,  that  feveral  of  the 
American  corps  difputed  the  day 
with  great  conftancy;  and  that 
they  rallied,  returned  to  the 
charge,  and  ftood  feveral  fevcTS^ 
fhocks,  with  a  perfeverance  and 
courage,  which  would  have  done 
honour  to  veteran  troops.  The 
rebel  cavalry  very  much  diftin- 
guifhed themfelves.  It  would  like- 
wife  feem,  that  Greene  (Iiewed  no 
common  ihare  of  ability,  in  the 
drawing  up  of  his  army,  the  choice 
6f  his  ground,  and  fuch  a  difpo- 
fition  of  his  force,  as  was  fuited 
both  to  its  nature  and  theirs.  Nor 
does  any  want  of  geueralfnip  ap- 
pear in  the  courfe  and  condu.;'t  of 
the  asflion.  The  exceeding  bad 
behaviour  of  the  lirft  line,  both 
with  refpecl  to  effedl  and  example, 
was  fufucienc  to  have  introduced 
diforder  and  difmay  in  any  army; 
and  could  not  but  greatly  influence 
the  fortune  of  the  day. 

The  lofs  rn  the  BritiOi  fide,  in 
any  comparative  elUmate,  drawn 
from  the  length,  circumllances, 
and  feverity  of  the  aftion,  would 
appear  very  moderate  ;  but  if  con- 
fidered,  either  with  refpedi  la  li^e 
number  of  the  army,  its  ability  to 
[£]  3  bear 
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bear  the  lofs,  or  the  intrinfic  va- 
lue of  the  brave  men  who  fell  or 
were  dlf.ibled,  it  was  great  indeed. 
In  the  whole  it  exceeded  503 
men  ;  of  whom,  though  fcarcely 
a  £fth  were  killed  on  the  fpot, 
jnany  died  afterwards  of  their 
wounds  ;  and,  undoubtedly,  a 
much  greater  number  were  dif- 
abled  from  all  future  fervice.  At 
any  rate,  the  army  was  deprived 
of  about  one-fourth  in  number 
(and  that  by  no  means  the  leaft 
effeftivc)  of  its  prefent  force. 
The  guards  loft  Col.  Stuart,  with 
the  Captains,  Schutz,  Maynard, 
and  Goodricke,  befides  fubalterns. 
Col.  WebRer,  a  brave,  experi- 
enced, and  diftinguifhed  officer, 
who  commanded  the  brigade  on 
the  left,  died  of  his  wounds,  to  the 
no  fmall  lofs  of  the  fervice,  and 
the  very  great  regret  of  the  gene- 
ral as  well  as  the  army.  The 
Brigadier  -  Generals  O'Hara  and 
Howard,  as  well  as  Col.  Tarleton, 
and  feveral  other  officers,  were 
wounded. 

The  Americans  gave  no  fair 
Hate  of  their  lofs  ;  which  would 
have  been  aione  a  fufficicnt  reafon 
for  concluding  it  to  be  very  confi- 
derable.  They  only  publifhcd  an 
account  of  the  killed  and  wound- 
ed of  the  continental  troops,  who 
formed  but  a  fmall  part  of  their 
army.  It  was  (aid,  that  all  the 
houies  for  many  miles  round  were 
Jillfd  v/ith  their  wounded.  The 
action  was  fpread  through  fo  wide 
an  extent  of  country,  and  that  fo 
thickly  wooded,  that  the  viftors 
could  form  no  eftimnte  of  the  flain. 
But  v.'hatcver  that  might  be,  their 
principal  lofs  confilled  in  the  de- 
lertion  of  that  part  of  the  militia 
who  were  within  any  reach  of 
home ;  for  they,  according  to  efta- 


bliflied  cuftom,  feized  the  oppor- 
tunity of  being  difperfed  in  the 
woods  by  an  adtion,  to  make  the 
beft  of  their  way,  without  once 
looking  back.  Gen.  Greene  be- 
ftowed  great  praifes  upon  the  bra- 
very of  the  Virginia  militia,  and 
of  the  light  troops  under  Lee  and 
Wafliing'.on,  as  v/ell  as  of  the 
Virginia  and  Maryland  regulars. 
In  a  veiy  modeft  letter  to  the  Pre- 
fident  of  the  Congrefs,  he  fatisfies 
himfelf  with  attributing  the  Bri- 
tifh  fuccefs  to  the  fuperiority  of 
their  difcipline. 

Greene  retreated,  with  the  con- 
tinental forces,  and  fuch  part  as 
could  yet  be  collefted  of  the  Vir- 
ginia militia,  to  the  Reedy-Fork 
River,  which  he  pafTed  ;  and  fays 
himfelf,  that  he  halted  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  ford,  which  was  only 
three  or  four  miles  from  the  laft 
fcene  of  aflion,  until  he  was  join- 
ed by  the  ftragglers;  but  by  Jjord 
Cornwallis's  account,  we  are  to 
underftand,  that  he  did  not  ftop 
until  he  arrived  at  the  iron  works 
on  T'roublefome  Creek,  18  miles 
from  the  field  of  battle.  Indeed 
Greene  himfelf  dates  his  letter, 
on  the  following  day,  from  thofe 
very  iron  works  ;  but  eltimates  the 
diftance  at  little  more  than  half 
what  we  have  flated.  Without 
entering  at  all  into  this  quellion, 
it  is  fufficient  to  obfer»e,  that 
however  the  Americans  were  rout- 
ed, the  royal  forces  were  in  no 
condition  to  maintain  a  purfuit. 
Befides  that  the  troops  were  worn 
down  by  the  exceffive  fatigue  of  a 
confiderabie  march  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  without  baiting,  and  that 
immediately  fucceeded  by  fo  long 
and  fo  toilibme  an  action,  theij: 
numerous  wounded,  who  were 
fcattered  over  an  exienfive  fpace 
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of  country,  required  the  moft  im- 
mediate attention;  but  to  render 
the  impediments  to  a  purfuit  ut- 
terly infurmountable,  the  enemy 
were  greatly  fuperior  in  cavalry, 
as  well  as  in  every  fpecies  of  light 
troops. 

Such  was  the  penury  and  mife- 
rable  ftate  of  the  country,  that  the 
troops  were  without  bread  for  two 
days  that  they  continued  at  Guild- 
ford ;  nor  could  even  forage  be 
procured  at  a  nearer  dilliance  than 
nine  miles.  And  though  this 
viflory  was  gained  at  the  entrance 
of  the  country  in  which  the  loy- 
alifts  were  fuppofed  to  be  nume- 
rous, it  does  not  appear,  that  it 
was  capable  of  inducing  any  body 
of  that  people,  deferving  of  name 
or  confideration,  to  join  the  royal 
„  1  army.  Under  thefe  cir- 
cumftances.  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  moved  with  the  army  to 
Bell's  Mill,  on  the  Deep  River; 
whither  the  baggage  had  been  f^nt 
before  the  adimi ;  and  was  obliged 
to  leave  70  of  the  worft  of  the 
wounded  behind,  at  the  New- 
Garden,  Quaker  Meeting  houfe, 
with  proper  afliilance  and  accom- 
modation, but  of  necefiity  in  the 
power  of  the  enemy. 

A  march  of  two  days  brought 
the  army  to  Bell's  Mi!!,  where 
they  continued  two  more,  *as  well 
to  afford  reft  to  the  troops,  as  to 
procure  forne  fcanty  fupply  of  pro- 
vifion^.  The  neceffities  of  the 
army  in  gen-eral,  and  the  diltrefTes 
of  the  fick  and  wounded,  left  the 
inarching  towards  Wilmington,  in 
order  to  obtain  thofe  fupplies  and 
accommodations  which  were  in- 
^  difpenfibly  neceffary  to  both,  no 
longer  a  matter  of  choice.  They 
accordingly  moved,  by  fuch  eafy 
marches  as  fuited  the  eafe  and  con- 


venience of  the  wounded,  towards 
Crofs-Creek,  upon  the  north-weft 
branch  of  the  Cape  Fear  River; 
being  the  famt-"-,  which  in  its  ori- 
gin, and  long  after,  is  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Haw.  On  the 
way.  Lord  Cornwallis  iifued  a 
proclamation,  and  ufed  every  other 
poflible  means,  as  well  to  concili- 
ate the  enemies,  as  to  encourage 
and  call  forth  the  friends  of  the 
royal  caufe,  to  the  taking  an  adive 
part  in  its  fupport.  It  does  not, 
however,  appear,  that  his  endea- 
vours upon  this  occafion  were  at- 
tended, even  after  a  very  fplendid 
victory,  with  any  greater  effeft, 
than  they  had  hitherto  been,  in 
the  courfe  of  his  long  peregrina- 
tion through  different  parts  of  that 
province. 

Such  was  the  flrange  and  unto- 
ward nature  of  this  unhappy  war, 
that  viflory  now,  as  we  have  al- 
ready feen  in  more  than  one  other 
inftance,  was  produftive  of  all  the 
confequences  of  defeat.  The  news 
of  this  viftory  in  England,  for  a 
while,  produced  the  ufual  effefts 
upon  the  minds  of  the  people  in 
general.  A  very  little  time  and 
reflection  gave  rife  to  other 
thoughts ;  and  a  feries  of  victo- 
ries caufcd,  for  the  iirft  time, 
the  beginning  of  a  general  defpair. 
The  fadt  was,  that  while  the  Bri- 
liQi  army  ailonifhed  both  the  old 
and  the  new  world,  by  the  great- 
nefs  of  its  exertions  and  the  rapi- 
dity of  its  marches,  it  had  never 
advanced  any  nearer  even  to  the 
conqueitcf  Nort!i  Carolina.  And 
fuch  was  the  hard  fate  of  the  vic- 
tors, who  had  gained  fo  much 
glory  at  GuiUlford,  as,  in  the  firlt 
place,  to  abandon  a  part  of  their 
wounded;  and,  in  the  fecond,  to 
make  a  circuituus   retreat  of  200 
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miles,  before  they  could  find  fliel-  were  to  be  procured.  This  was 
ter  or  reft.  rendered  the  more  grievous,  upon 
Lord  Cornwallis  had  been,  alfo  difcovering,  that  the  windings 
taught  to  expert,  from  all  the  in-  of  the  river  rendered  the  naviga- 
formation  which  he  received,  that  tion  fo  tedious  that  the  troop? 
Crofs-Crcek  lay  in  fo  plentiful  a  could  not  benefit  of  that  mode  of 
country,  that  it  would  be  an  ex-  conveyance.  At  length,  the  ar- 
ceedingly  proper  place  for  afford-  rival  of  the  army  in  the  neigh- 
ing fonie  days  repofe  and  refrelb-  boorhood  of  Wilmington,  on  the 
ment  to  his  troops.  But,  to  his  7th  of  April,  put  an  end  for  the 
great  difappointment,  he  found,  prefcnt,  to  the  unceafing  toils, 
upon  his  arrival,  that  this  intelli-  and  unfpeakable  hardfhips,  which 
gence  was  of  the  ufual  value,  and  they  had  undergone  during  the 
that  neither  provifions  nor  forage  three  pall  mouths. 


C    H    A    P.        V. 

Expedition  to   Virginia  under  General  Arnold.      Stale  of  grievances  ivhich 
led  to  the  mutiny  in  the  American  army.     "Penfylvania.line,  after  a  fcuffie 
n.':ith  their  officers,   7n arch  off  frc7n  the  camp,  and  chufe  a  ferjeant  to  be 
their  leader.     Me/Jage,  and Jlag  of  truce ,  produce  no  fatisfaBory  anfnjoer 
from  the  infurgents,    nxjho  proceed  firjl    to  Middle-Brook,    and    then    to 
Frince-Tcwn.     Meafures  itfed  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  prof  t  of  this  de- 
fedion.     He  paffes   over  to  Staten  Ifland,  arid  fends  agents   to  make  ad- 
njantageoui  fropofals  to  the  7nufineers.     Propofals  for  an  accommodation ^ 
founded  on   a  redrefs  of  grievances,  jnade  by  Gen.  Reed,  and  favour  ably 
received  by  the  infurgents ;  voho  march  frotn  Prince-'Tov;n    to  Trenton, 
7/pcn  the  Delavuare,  and  deliver  up  the  agents  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 
Grievances   redrefed,    and  matters  finally  fettled  by  a  committee  of  the 
tongrcfs.     Ravages  made  by  Arnold  in  Virginia,  dravo  the  attention  of 
the  French,  as  n.vell  as  the  Americans,  to  that  country.      Gen.  Wajjjing~_ 
ten  di [patches  the  Marquis   de  la   Fayette  nvith  forces  to  its  relief.     Ex- 
pedition to  the  Chefapeak,   concerted  by  M.  de  Tcrnay,  and  the  Count  Ro- 
chamheau,  at  Rhode  If  and,  for  the  fame  purpofe,  and  to  cut  off  Gen. 
Arnold's  retreat.     Ad7nirals  Arbuthnot  and  Graves  encomiter  the  French 
feet ,    and  cverthrovo  all  their  defgns  in  the  Chefapeak.      Lord  Corn- 
vjallis^s    departure    to   Wihnington,    enables    Gen.   Greene   to  direSl  his 
operations  to   South    Carolina.     Situation    of  Lord  Ravjdon   at  Camden. 
American  ar77iy  appears  before  that  place.      Greene  attacked  in  his  campy 
and  defeated.      General  revolt   in  the  interior  coJtntry  of  South  Carolina. 
Difficulties    of  Lord  Ravjdcn^s  ftuatioTi,    7iDtv:illfanding   his    victory. 
Obliged  to  abandon  Ca7nden,    and  retire  to  Kelfons  Ferry,    nvhere    he 
paffes  the  Santce.      Britijh  pofts   taken,   and  gemral  hoftility  of  the  pro- 
vince.    Great  havcck  made  by  the  Generals  Phillips  and  Arnold  in  Vir- 
ginia.    Extreme  difficulties  of  Lord  Cnrnvjallis''s  ftuati-.n  at  Wilmington. 
Undertakes    a    long    mrrch    to   Virginia  ;    arrives    at  Peterffurgh,   and 
receives  an  account  of  Gen,  Phillips^ s  death.     Arrival  of  thret  regiments 
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frovi  Ireland  at  Charles -'Tokvh,  enables  Lord  Ranxidon  to  march  to  the 
relief  rf  Ni?iefy- Six.  Gen.  Greene,  having  failed  in  his  attetnpt  fo  take 
the  fort  by  for  m,  raifes  the  fege,  upon  the  approach  of  the  Britifh  army  ^ 
and  is  •vigoroufy,  hut  ineffectually  purf'.ed.  Works  at  ISinetv  Six  de~ 
flroyed,  and  the  place  abandoned.  Lord  Riinjjdon  marches  to  the  Conga- 
rees ;  is  difappointed  in  the  expecied  junction  of  Col.  Stuart,  and  n.irro^u;!^ 
efcapes  being  furrounded  by  the  enemy,  'who  had  intercepted  the  intelligace 
cf  Stuart's  failure.  He  forces  his  ivay  through  Congaree  creek,  and  is 
joined  by  Col.  Stuart  at  Orangeburgh.  Gen.  Greene  ad-vances  to  attack 
the  Britif)  army,  but  retires  again  in  the  night.  Campaign  clcfes,  and 
fit  nation  of  the  hof  He  forces  during  the  fickly  feafon.  Incrcd'ble  hard- 
fhips  fujlained,  and  difficulties  furmountsd,  by  the  Brilifh  troops  in  the 
iivo  Carolinas. 


DURING  thefe  tran factions 
in  the  Carolinas,  Mr.  Ar- 
nold, who  aded  as  Brigadier- 
General  in  tlie  Britifh  fervice,  was 
difpatched  by  Sir  Henry  Clinioa 
to  make  a  diverlion  in  Virginia  ; 
and  perhaps  likewife  under  an  ex- 
pedation,  that  his  former  name 
and  charader  would  have  drawa 
jarge  bodies  of  thofe,  who  were 
reprcfented  as  having  a  difpofi- 
tion  to  return  to  their  alle- 
giance, to  his  ftandard.  His 
force,  upon  this  expedition,  con- 
filled  of  the  Edinburgh  regiment, 
under  Lieutenant-ColonelDundas, 
ellimatcd  at  600  men  ;  of  a  mixed 
American  corps,  compofed  of  horfe 
and  foot,  called  the  <;^ce'n's 
Kangers,  of  about  the  fame  num- 
ber, under  the  command  of  Col. 
Simcoe;  of  Col.  Robinfon's  pro- 
vincials, and  of  a  fmall  corps  of 
200  men,  which  Arnold  himfelf 
had  been  able  to  raife  at  New 
Yoik;  the  whole  force  amounting 
to  near  1700  men.  This  expedi- 
tion being  conduced  and  fupport- 
cd,  by  fuch  a  naval  force  as  was 
fuitcd  to  the  nature  of  the  fervice, 
enabled  Gen.  Arnold,  who  arri- 
ved in  the  Chefapcuk  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  new  year,  to  do  inhnite 
«iJichiff  on  the  rivers,  and  along 
tbecoafts  of  Virginia, 


In  the  mean  time,  the  Ameri- 
cans had  many  internal,  as  well  as 
external,  difiicukics  and  dangers 
to  encounter.  Wc  have  already 
tak':n  notice  of  the  well-founded 
complaints,  and  the  great  difcon- 
tents  which  prevailed  in  the  Ame- 
rican army.  Thefe  m  a  great 
meafure  proceeded  from  the  flew- 
nefs  of  feveral  of  the  Hates,  in  fur- 
nifhing  their  refpeftive  quotas, 
whether  of  men,  money,  provi- 
sions, or  cloathing,  for  the  fupply 
of  the  army.  This  evil  was  the 
more  intolerable,  from  the  hope- 
lefTnefs  of  redrefs;  as  the  nature 
of  their  government  did  not  ad- 
mit of  any  coercive  power,  equal 
to  its  remedy.  But  though  this 
was  in  a  great  meafure  beyond  the 
reach  of  congrefs,  thev  did  not 
efcape  much  cenfure  with  ri^i^td 
to  matters  which  fell  immediately 
within  their  power  as  well  us  cog- 
nizance. 

Their  ignorance  in  finance,  and 
their  many  errors  in  the  whole 
occonomy  of  the  war,  were  oftea 
animadverted  on  with  great  fcve- 
rity  by  their  warn>el1;  partizans. 
It  is  not  indeed  eafy  10  conceive, 
how  a  body  annually  cledcd,  coi>- 
tinuallv  changing  in  almriil  all  its 
parts,   and  drawn  from  countries 

remote 
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remote  from  the  feat  and  center  of 
bufinefs,  could  avoid  falling  into 
many.  The  annual  elefiion  fe- 
cured  the  fidelity  of  the  deputies; 
but  it  neceffarily  detracted  fome- 
thing  from  the  uniformity  and  fyf- 
tem  of  public  bufinefs,  The  full 
of  the  currency  was  a  grievous 
blow  to  the  Americans,  whirh 
-perhaps  no  ability  could  perfedlly 
prevent  or  remedy.  From  hence 
the  grievances  and  diflreffe*  of  the 
army  equalled,  if  not  exceeded, 
their  complaints  and  difcontents; 
and  occafioned  the  refignacion  of 
Kiany  of  their  befl  cfiicers,  as  well 
as  the  defertion  of  feme  faithful 
foldiers,  who  tl.ereby  gave  up  the 
whole  of  their  long-due  arrears, 
and  whom  nothing  lefs  could  have 
induced  to  abandon  their  colours. 
To  render  their  condition  the  more 
grievous,  while  the  troops  were 
little  lefs  than  literally  naked,  it 
■was  faid,  that  cloathing  for  5000 
men  had  been  purchal'ed  and  paid 
for  in  France  long  befcre;  ar.d 
that  through  fome  unaccountable 
fupinenefs,  another  large  quantity 
had  lain  at  Cape  Francois  for 
above  eighteen  months.  But  the 
moit  ir.tolerable  grievance  to  the 
jfoldiery,  was  an  atl  of  re.''.l  injuf- 
tice,  as  well  as  a  violation  of  the 
public  faith;  for  through  the  fail- 
ure of  feveral  of  the  dates  in  not 
fending  their  allotted  fupply  of 
new  troops,  many  of  the  foldiers 
were  compelled  to  ferve  far  beyond 
the  term  of  their  enliftment,  with- 
out being  able  to  obtain  any  fatif- 
faflion,  with  refpeft  to  their  ar- 
rear.s  or  even  any  hope  of  a  dif- 
ch:;rge. 

Under  all  thefe  circumllances, 
the  mutiny  which  took  place  in 
Wafhington's  army,  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  new  year,  is  much  lefs 


a  matter  of  furprize,  than  its  not 
having  happened  earlier,  being 
more  general,  and  much  more  ru- 
inous in  its  confequences. 

The  Penfylvania  line,  which 
was  hutted  at  Morris-Town,  ia 
the  Jerfics,  unable  longer  to  fup- 
prefs  their  difcontents,  , 
turned  out  to  the  ni^m-  ■'^"*  ^' 
ber  of  about  1300  men,  ^7°^' 
declaring  chat  they  v;ou]d  not  ferve 
any  longer,  unlefs  their  grievan- 
ce's were  redj-CiTsd ;  particularly 
with  rcfpeft  to  rheir  pay,  c^oath- 
ing,  and  provifions,  the  two  firft 
of  which  they  had  not  received  at  ; 
all,  and  there  were  gr«at  deficient 
cies  in  tlmaccount  of  the  Jail.  The 
intervention  of  the  ofTjcers  occafi- 
oned a  riot,  in  which  one  of  thero 
was  killed,  and  four  wounded  ; 
fome  of  the  mutineers  were  like- 
wife  wounded.  They  then  col- 
lected the  artillery,  ftores,  provi- 
fions, and  waggons,  appertainino- 
to  their  divifion,  v.'iih  all  of  which 
they  marched  in  good  order  out  of 
camp.  As  they  pafTea  General 
Wayne's  quarters,  he  fenc  to  re- 
quell  of  them  to  deiift,  and  to  re- 
mon (Irate  v/ith  them  en  the  fatal 
confequences  which  muft  attend 
their  proceeding  any  further.  His 
reprefentations  produced  no  effed; 
they  continued  their  march  until 
evening,  and  then  chofe  an  ad- 
vantageous piece  of  ground  for 
their  encampment,  with  the  fame 
caution  as  if  they  had  been  in  aa 
enemy's  country.  They  likewife 
elefted  officers  from  their  own  bo- 
dy;  and  appointed  a  ferjeant- 
major,  who  had  been  a  deferter 
from  the  Britifh  army,  to  be  their 
commander,  with  the  rank  and 
title  of  Major-General;  on  the 
following  day  they  marched  to 
Middle-Brook,    and  on   the  third 

to 
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to  Prince-Town.  A  meflage  was 
fent  to  them  on  the  fecond  day 
from  camp,  defiring  to  know  their 
intenrions;  but  this  they  refufed 
to  receive.  A  flag  of  truce  was 
afterwards  fent;  but  no  general  or 
fatibfadory  anfwer  could  be  ob- 
tained ;  feme  faid,  that  they  had 
ferved  three  years  againlt  their  in- 
clination, and  would  ferve  no 
longer  J  whilft  others  made  a  full 
redrefs  of  their  grievances,  the 
price  of  return,  , 

As  foon  as  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
had  received  intelligence  of  this 
defection  in  the  army  of  the  ene- 
my, he  left  no  means  untried  that 
could  turn  it  to  advantage;  and 
indeed  it  feemed  to  lead  to  confe- 
quences  of  no  fmall  importance. 
Three  Americans  went  as  agents 
to  the  infurgents;  and  were  em- 
powered to  make  the  following 
propofals  to  them  from  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  viz.  To  be  taken 
under  the  proteftion  of  the  Britifh 
government;  to  have  a  free  par- 
don for  all  paft  offences ;  to  have 
the  pay  due  to  them  from  congrefs 
faithfuily  paid,  without  any  ex- 
peftalion  of  military  fervlce  in  re- 
turn, although  it  would  be  receiv- 
ed if  voluntarily  offered ;  and  the 
only  conditions  required  on  their 
fide,  were  to  lay  down  their  arms, 
and  return  to  their  allegiance.  It 
was  alio  recommended  to  them,  to 
move  behind  the  South  River  ;  and 
an  nfTurrnce  was  given,  that  a  body 
of  Britifh  troops  Ihould  be  in  rea- 
dincfs  for  their  protedion,  when- 
ever they  defired  it.  The  inabili- 
ty* of  congrefs  to  fatisfy  their  jull 
demands,  and  the  feverity  with 
>vhich  they  would  be  treated  if 
they  rccurncd  to  their  former  fer- 
yituue,  were  points  to  be  lirongly 
urged  by  the  ;  gents;  and  the  in- 


furgents were  required  to  fend 
peribns  to  Amboy,  to  meet  others 
who  would  be  appointed  by  the 
general,  in  order  to  difcufs  and 
fettle  the  treaty,  and  bring  mat- 
ters to  a  final  conclufion. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  comman- 
der in  chief,  notwithf^anding  the 
feverity  of  the  feafon,  paffed  over 
to  Staten  Ifland,  with  a  large  body 
of  troops,  where  they  were  can- 
toned in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  be 
in  readinefs  for  moving  at  the 
fhort-eft  notice ;  while  fuch  mea- 
fures  were  taken  in  the  naval  de- 
partment, as  were  necefTary  for 
their  immediately  palling  over  to 
the  continent,  whenever  circum- 
flances  might  require  their  nfting. 
This  was  as  much  as  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  could  yet  venture  to  do. 
If  he  had  attempted  more,  itwouJd 
have  been  liable  to  have  over- 
thrown every  hope  in  the  outfet. 
If  he  had  pafTed  over  to  the  conti- 
nent, befides  exciting  a  general 
alarm,  it  would  have  been  the 
probable  means  of  throwing  the 
mutineers  direftly  back  into  the 
arms  of  the  enemy.  The  mea- 
fures  purfued,  were  thofe  only 
which  with  fafety  and  prudence 
could  be  ventured  upon,  until  the 
temper  and  defigns  of  the  infur- 
gents were  farther  known ;  the 
revolt  was  properly  encouraged, 
an  afylum,  with  other  advantages, 
were  held  out,  and  it  was  eafily 
feen  that  greater  would  be  grant- 
ed. Various  other  meflages  and 
propofali,  but  much  to  the  fame 
efred  or  tendency  with  the  former, 
were  afterwards  fent;  though  the 
Jerfey  militia  had  gn  wn  fo  watch- 
ful both  of  the  coalts  and  tht?  in- 
terior roads,  that  the  communica- 
tion became  extremely  difficult. 

After  feveral  days  Itay  at  Prince- 
Town, 
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Town,   the  mutineers,   inltead  of    pay,    cloathing,    provifions,    and 


jreturning  towards  the  Britifli 
boundaries,  as  was  on  our  fide  pro- 
pofed  and  hoped,  gave  an  uner- 
riug  indication  of  the  unfavoiir- 
ablenefs   pf  their   difpofition,   by 


arrears,  were  adjulled  to  their  fa- 
tisfadion  ;  and,  however  grievous 
it  was  to  the  committee,  and 
weakening  to  the  fcrvice,  they 
were   obliged    to    con  fen  t    to    the 


,^              advancing    to    Trenton,  difcharge  of  thofc,  who  had  duly 

J''    ■  "*     on  the  Delaware;  a  dif-  {trved  out  the  term  of  their  cnlift- 

tance  which  cut  olt  every  idea  of  ment.       A  fimilar  dillurbance    in 

tonncflion,  or  of  their  at  all  ac-  the  New  Jerfey   line,  which   was 

ceding  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  pro-  llntioned  on  the  fame  fide  of  the 

pofals;  and  a  meafure  which  held  North   River,  was  accommodated 


out  a  moll  fatal  omen  to  two  of 
Jiis  unfortunate  emillaries,  who 
were  fllU  in  their  hnnds.  For, 
previous  to  their  departure  from 
priFiCe-Tovvn,  a  printed  paper 
of  pvopofals  for  an  accommodation. 


in  the  fame  manner  ;  but  in  much 
lefs  time,  and  with  lefs  trouble. 

It  was  r.ot  a  little  remarkabK", 
that  Wafhington,  who  was  en- 
camped on  the  New  York  fide  of 
the  river,  did  not  make  the  fmall- 


figned  by  General  Pvccd,  the  pre-     eil:  movement  on  account  of  thefe 
£dent  of  the  e;iecative  council  of    diforders;   nor  does  it  appear  that. 


ilale  in  Penfylvania,  was  circular- 
td  among  the  infurgents;  and  on 
llie  day  after  their  arrival  at  Tren- 
ton, an  anfwer,  in  general  very 
favourable,  but  requiring  fome 
auxiliary   conditions,    (and    thofe 


he  took  any  part  at  all  in  the  tranf- 
aclions  or  meafures  that  enfued. 
It  feemed  either  as  if  he  could 
not  rely  upon  the  temper  of  the 
troops  under  his  own  immediate 
command,   or  as  if  he  conudcred 


not    unreafonable)    was   returned,  the  claims  of  the  infurgents  to  be 

with  the  approbation  of  the  whole,  well  founded,   and  admitted  their 

fcy    the    board   of   ferjcant?,    who  wrongs  as   a  jufiincation   of  their 

formed  their  grand  committee,  or  irregularities.     P^erhaps,  upon  the 

council;  and  as  an  earneft  of  their  whole,  he  v/as  not  forry  that  the^ 

conciliatory  difpofition,  or,  as  they  congrefs,    as  well  as  the  govern- 

faid,    to   remove   every    doubt   of  ments  of  the  feveral  ftates,  iliould 

fufpicion  and  jealoufy,  they  deli-  have  been  in  jbme  degree  rouaed 

vered  up  the  two  unhappy  eniif-  and  enlivened  by  fuch  a  fpur. 

faries  from  New  York,  who  were  Nothing    could    afford    a    more 

accordingly  hanged  without  cere-  ftriking    infiance  of    the    general' 

Jiiony.  unfavourable    difpofition     of    the 

A  committee  of  the  congrefs,  of  Americans,    with    refpeft   to    the 

which  Gen.  Sullivan  and  Dr.  VVi-  Eritifli  government,  than  the  con- 

therfpoon   were  members,  was  at  duA  of  the   infurgents  upon   this 

length  fcnt  to  treat  with  them  at  occafion  ;    who,    Imarting     undec 

Trenton,  and  the  matters  in  dif-  their  wrongi,  in  that  heat  of  tem- 

ference    were    finally    fettled    to-  per    which    could    clone    produce 

v.srds  the  end  of  the  month.     Be-  and    fupport  their  violences,    and 

fides  a  total  oblivion  with  refpcd  furrounded     by    the     dangers     to 

to  the  pad  conducT:  of  the  muti-  which    they    had    rendered   them- 

ncers,  the  masters  ^hh  refped  to  felves  liable,  yct^  no^  onl-y  r£Jcclcii 

ihe 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE. 


[77 


the  fecurlty  and  favourable  offers 
held  out  to  them  by  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  but,  as  an  indelible  mark 
of  their  irreconcileable  enmity, 
delivered  up  to  deltruftion  the  un- 
happy men  who  had  adled  as  his 
agents. 

The  ravages  made  by  Arnold  in 
Virginia,  drew  the  attention  of  the 
Americans,  as  well  as  of  the 
French  at  Rhode  Illand,  particu- 
larly to  that  quarter.  The  former 
were  now  attacked,  in  their  moll 
fenfible,  as  well  as  moll  vulnerable 
part.  The  havock  made  in  that 
country,  went  diredly  to  the  ce- 
llrudion  of  the  very  fourccs  of  the 
war,  and  to  the  annihilation  of 
all  their  hopes  of  independency. 
With  a  numerous  and  v/^rlike  poo- 
pie;  with  confiderable  refources, 
more  perhaps  than  any  province  in 
America,  that  country,  from  its 
peculiar  fituation,  and  from  the 
modes  of  building,  planting,  and 
living,  adopted  by  the  inhabi- 
tants, is  more  open  and  expofed 
than  any  other,  and,  unlefs  pro- 
tefted  by  a  confiderable  army,  is  ex- 
ceedingly weak  in  every  point  of 
defence.  In  a  word,  it  muft  in 
its  prefent  (late,  lie  at  the  mercy, 
in  all  its  moft  valuable  parts,  of 
whatever  enemy  is  mailer  of  the 
bay  of  Chefapeak,  and  confe- 
quently  of  the  rivers. 

This  circumllance  was  fo  well 
underllood,  that  thofe  who  cen- 
fured  the  condufl  of  the  Britilh 
commanders,  and  the  plan  of  the 
war,  had  frequently  made  it  one 
of  their  principal  grounds  df  at- 
tack, that  they  had  not  more 
early  adopted  operations  of  a  fimi- 
lar  nature.  They  pretended,  that 
a  powerful  army  was  kept  idle  and 
ufelefs  at  Ncv/  York,  whihl  a 
ri^ht  app licatiuii  of  a  proper  part 


of  that  force  to  the  fouthward, 
would  have  brought  the  war  to 
a  fpeedy  and  happy  conclufion. 
They  went  fo  far  back  in  their 
llriftures,  as  to  the  time  of  Lord 
Cornwallis's  being  left  to  profc- 
cuie  the  war  in  South  Carolinii, 
when,  they  fay,  that  he  was  not 
only  left  in  too  weak  a  Hate  to 
profecute  it  with  effefl  and  deci- 
fion,  but  that  he  was  particulailv 
flripped  of  the  bed  and  moil  active 
part  of  the  forces  ;  of  that  pare 
which  was  peculiarly  fulted  to  the 
nature  of|  the  war  and  of  the  coun- 
try, and  which,  if  not  totally  ufe- 
lels,  could  not  at  all  be  wanted,  in 
that  quiet  and  defenfive  kind  of 
fervice  which  prevailed  at  New 
York.  They  likewife  faid,  that 
the  expedition  under  Gen.  Leflie 
fliould  have  taken  place  much  ear- 
lier, and  that  the  force  Ihould  have 
been  three  times  greater  than  it 
really  was ;  by  which  means,  as 
they  pretend,  Greene  would  not 
only  have  been  prevented  froiYi 
pafTing  to  the  fouthward,  but,  if 
Lord  Cornwallis  had  the  force 
which  he  ought  in  the  Carolinas, 
nothing  could  prevent  his  jundlon 
with  Leflie  in  the  heart  of  Virgi- 
nia, and  the  redudion  of  all  the 
fouthern  colonies,  mull  have  been 
the  immediate  and  inevitable  con- 
fequenc?.  They  even  carried  their 
llridurcs  to  the  picfent  expedition 
under  Arnold  ;  wTiich,  they  faid, 
fhould  have  been  committed  to 
Gen.  Phillips,  with  a  force  a-le-. 
quate  to  the  greatnefs  and  import- 
ance of  the  objcd ;  a  meafure, 
according  to  them,  which  would 
in  a  very  confiderable  decree  have 
compeniated  for  fome  of  the  form- 
er errors  and  negleds. 

To  this  it  has  been  anfwere-i, 
that  the  ccmiinndfr  ir.  chief  couM 

not 
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not  have  known,  when  he  returned  prize,  by  the  misfortune  which  the 

withpartofthearmy  from  Charles-  BritiHi   fquadron    had    newly  fuf- 

Town,  that  the  campaign  would  tained,  in  a  dreadful  tempelt.     In 

have  been  inaftive  on  the  fide  of  this  calamity,  the  Culloden,  a  fine 


Nevv  York  ;  and  that  the  meafures 
which  he  immediately  purfued  on 
his  arrival,  fufficiently  indicated 
an  intention  of  rendering  it  other- 
wife.  The  arrival  of  the  French 
at  Rhode  Jfland,  the  expeflation 
of  the  great  force  under  Guichen, 
and  the  plan  laid  between  them 
and  the  Americans,  of  putting  an 


new  fliip  of  74  guns,  was  totally 
lofl: ;  the  Bedford,  of  the  fame 
force,  was  difmafted  and  much  da- 
maged ;  and  the  America  had  been 
feparatcd,  and  driven  fo  far  to  fea, 
that  her  fituation,  and  even  ex- 
iftence,  were  for  fome  time  matters 
of  uncertainty. 

But   previous    to    the   intended 


end  to  the  war,  by  a  decifive  blow     expedition,   in   which   2000    land 


upon  himfelf  at  New  York,  could 
not  but  greatly  have  affeded  all 
his  meafures,  and  necefiarily  re- 
flrained  his  operations.  The  nu- 
merous and  extenhve  pofis  o^Ne^v 
York  and  its  dependent  iflands, 
required  nothing  lefs  than  an  army 
for  the  mere  purpofe  of  defence. 

Time  and  events  have    fhewn, 
that  thefe  divided  operations,  which 


forces  were  to  bear  a  part,  the 
French  difpatched  a  fhip  of  the 
line,  with  fome  frigates,  to  the 
Chef!?peak,  with  a  view  as  well  of 
furprizing  the  fmall  marine  force 
in  that  bay,  as  of  difcovering  the 
exaft  ftate  of  affairs  in  Virginia. 
This  fmall  i'c]uadron,  befides  great- 
ly alarming  Arnold,  who  was  re- 
turned from  an  expedition  up  the 


were  long  called  for  by  feveral  mi-     river  James  to  his   principal  poft 
litary  critics,  when  at  length  they     at  Portfmouth,  had  the  fortune  to 


were  adopted,  were  far  from  mak- 
ing good  the  plaufible  arguments 
on  which  they  were  undertaken. 

The  diftreffes  and  danger  of  Vir- 
ginia obliged  Waihington,  not- 
vvithftanding  his  weaknefs,  to  de- 
tach 2000  of  his  bed  troops,  under 
the  command  of  the  Marquis  de 
la  Fayette,  to  the  relief  of  that, 
his  native,  country.     The  French 


fall  in  with  and  take  the  Romulus 
man  of  war  of  44  guns,  which 
was  totally  unfufpicious  of  dan- 
ger. 

The  Bedford's  maftsbeingfpeed- 
ily  replaced  by  thofe  of  the  Cullo- 
den, which  had  been  fortunately 
faved  from  the  wreck,  the  Britifh 
fleet,  under  the  Admirals  Arbuth- 
not  and  Graves,  was  much  fooner 


at  Rhode  I{land    thought  an  op-     in  a  condition  to  oppofe  the  defigns 


portunity  now  offered  of  atoning 
for  their  pall  inaftivity,  by  a  mofl 
effential  i'ervice  to  their  allies,  in 
catting  off  the  retreat  of  Arnold 
and  his  party  from  the  Chefapeak  ; 
an  event,  in  which  the  taking  him 
prifoner  would  not,  perhaps,  have 
been  the  leaft  pleafing  part  of  the 
fervlce.  Befides  fome  late  increafe 
to  their  naval  force,  they  were  the 


of  the  enemy,  than  they  had  by 
any  means  apprehended.  Count 
Rochambeau,  having  embarked 
with  the  land  forces,  the  French 
fleet,  under  M.  de  Ternay,  failed 
from  Rhode  Ifland  on  the  8th  of 
March,  and  were  intercepted  ofF 
Cape  Henry  on  the  16th,  by  the 
Englifh,  who  had  departed  two 
days    later   from   Gardner's   Bay. 


farther  encouraged  to  this   enter-     The  oppofite  fleets  were  well  poif- 

z.  ed- 
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cd  in  point  of  flrength  ;  the  fu- 
periority  of  a  few  guns  on  the 
lide  of  the  Englifii,  being  more 
than  counterbalanced  by  the  much 
oreater  number  of  menon  the  other. 
The  line  was  compofed  of  eight 
fiiips  on  each  fide,  including  the 
Romulus  of  40  guns  in  the  one, 
and  the  Adamant  of  fifty  in  the 
other. 

A  partial  engagement  took  place, 
in  which  nearly  the  whole  weight 
of  the  allien  fell  upon  the  Robuft, 
Europe,  and  the  Prudent.  The 
coming  up  of  the  fliips  in  the  cen- 
ter, at  length  relieved  the  van, 
who  had  been  expofed  to  the  whole 
of  the  enemy's  fire.  The  French 
line  being  then  foon  broken,  they 
gave  way,  and  began  to  form  a 
new  one  at  fome  diftance.  The 
admiral  endeavoured  to  purfue  his 
advantage,  by  preffing  upon  the 
enemy,  and  renewing  the  adlion  ; 
but  the  three  ftips  which  were 
Hill  engaged  had  fufFered  fo  much 
in  their  rigging,  that  two  of  them 
were  become  fo  abfolutely  unma- 
nageable, as  to  be  taken  in  tow, 
and  even  the  third  was  too  much 
difabled,  in  any  degree  to  fuitain  a 
purfuit.  Thefe  ciicumitances  pre- 
vented the  admiral  from  being  able 
to  render  the  adion  decifive.  The 
enemy,  without  an  abfolute  flight, 
had  by  their  manceuvrfs  gained 
a  diflance  of  three  or  Iblir  leagues 
in  the  forming  of  their  line;  and 
as  they  were  determined  not  to 
come  to  clofe  aftion,  it  was  now 
out  of  his  power  to  force  them 
lo  it. 

He,  however,  obtained,  in  part, 
the  eflential  benefits  and  the  de- 
jnonllrations  of  vidory.  He  cut 
the  enemy  off  from  the  Chefapeak, 
who  were  accordingly  obliged  to 
return  without  landing  their  troops. 


and  without  effefting  any  one  of 
the  purpofes  of  the  expedition  ; 
and  they  were  reduced  to  fubmit 
to  the  hard  neceffity  and  very 
grievous  mortification  of  feeing  the 
whole  plan  of  the  Virginia  cam- 
paign difconcerted,  and  all  the 
fanguine  kopes  and  wiflies  of  their 
allies  fruftrated. 

Such  was  Arnold's  efcape  from, 
probably,  the  moll  imminent  dan- 
ger in  which  he  had  ever  been  in- 
volved. The  lofs  of  men  was  but 
trifling  on  the  Britifli  fide,  and 
was  almoft  entirely  corii.ied  to  ihz 
three  ihips  which  were  rirll  engag- 
ed ;  thirty  only  were  fiain,  and 
about  feventy  wounded.  This, 
like  every'other  naval  aftion  ia 
the  war,  underwent  much  criti- 
cifm.  It  appears  that  the  weather 
was  verv  fqually  and  unfavoara- 
ble  ;  and,  befides  other,  perhaps, 
more  cogent  reafons,  it  has  or 
may  be  advanced,  in  favour  of  the 
admiral,  that  there  are  few  cir- 
cumftances,  in  which  it  is  not  ex- 
ceedingly difncult  to  force  an  ene- 
my to  clofe  and  decifive  adlion  at 
fea,  who  is  abfolutely  determined 
to  ufe  ail  poflible  means  for  evad- 
ing that  refult ;  and  that  all  vigo- 
rous attempts  for  the  purpofe,  muft 
be  liable  to  the  rifque  of  engaging 
under  fome  difadvantage. 

The  fleet  were  detained,  by  the 
badnefs  of  the  weather,  for  fome 
time  in  the  Chefapeak;  which 
necelTarily  delayed  their  purfuit  of 
the  enemy.  During  ^3,,^  ^g, 
that  interval,  a  con- 
voy arrived  from  New  York,  with 
Major-Gen.  Phillips,  and  about 
2000  choice  troops  on  board.  The 
long  durance  which  that  dillin- 
guilhcd  officer,  with  his  fellows  of 
the  convt^ntion  army,  had  under- 
gone, having  been  happily  termi- 
nated. 
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nated,  by  a  new  cartel,  which  had 
been  fome  months  before  con- 
cluded, he  wns  now  appointed  to 
take  the  chief  command  in  Vir- 
ginia. 

The  departure  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  to  Wilmington,  having  left 
South  Carolina  open,  Gen.  Greene 
did  not  negleft  ihe  opportunity  of 
directing  his  views  to  that  pro- 
vince. An  expeiiinent  upon  an 
untried  enemy,  was  fatisfadlory  in 
the  dengn^  and  alforded  room  for 
hope  in  the  execution  j  at  the 
worrt,  he  could  not  rcafonahly 
apprehend  falling  into  rougher 
hqnds,  than  thofe  which  he  had 
30  recently  encountered.  But  it 
■was  alfo,  in  reality,  that  vulne- 
rable part,:  to  which  a  judicious 
commander  muft  neceflarily  have 
directed  his  operations.  He  had, 
liowever,  Itili,  a  vigilant  enemy 
to  encounter,  from  whom  no  ad- 
vantage could  be  cheaply  pur- 
chafed. 

The  communications  were  fo 
entirely  cut  off,  that  Lord  Raw- 
don  had  no  manner  of  knowledge 
cf  the  movements  of  the  Britiih 
army  after  the  battle  of  Guild- 
ford ;  much  Jefs  could  he  have  the 
moft  dilUnt  idea,  of  the  hard  ne- 
ceffity  which  compelled  LcrdCorn- 
wallis  .to  fly  from  the  arms  of  vic- 
tory, abandon  the  line  of  opera- 
tion, and  by  a  moft  difficult  inarch 
of  200  miles,  retire  out  of  the 
way  to  Wilmington.  He  could 
rot  therefore  but  be  afioniflied 
at  receiving  intelligence,  that 
Greene,  whom  he  looked  upon  as 
ruined,  or  at  leaft  as  having  Hed 
to  Virginia,  was  in  full  march  to 
South  "Carolina,  with  a  view  of 
attacking  him  at  Camden.  He 
was  likewife  injformed,  about  the 
fame    time,   that   Col.    Lee    had 


crofTcd  the  Pedee,  and  joined  Ma- 
rion on  the  Black  Creek,  or  river, 
with  an  apparent  view  of  enter- 
ing the  province  on  the  eaftern 
border.  Lord  Rawdon  judicioufly 
conceived,  that  this  movement  was 
only  a  feint,  fubfervient  to  the  prin- 
cipal defign  ;  intending  thereby, 
to  induce  him  to  a  divifion  of  his 
fmall  force,  and  to  drav/  him  away 
from  Camden,  vvhilft  Greene  fliould 
in  the  mean  time,  by  forced  march- 
es through  a  deferted  country,  from 
whence  no  intelligence  of  his  ap- 
proach could  be  received,  furprize 
that  weakened  pofl:  in  his  abfence. 
From  this  right  conception  of  the 
defign,  the  meafure  produced  a  di- 
reftiy  contrary  effeft  to  that  which 
was  intended  ;  for  inftead  of  Lord 
Ravvdon's  going  himfelf  or  de- 
taching, to  refiit  the  diverfion  on 
that  fide,  it  occafioned  his  immif- 
diately  recalling  Lieut.  Col.  Wat- 
fon,  who  had  been  long  employed 
with  a  confiderable  detachmenr,  for 
the  protedion  of  the  eailern  fron- 
tier. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  doubtful 
reports  which  had  before  reached 
him  were  now  confirmed,  and 
he  received  clear  information  of 
Greene's  approach  ;  and  though 
he  was  totally  ignorant  of  his 
force,  yet  being  equally  in  the 
dark  with  refped  to  Lord  Corn- 
wallis's  fituation,  and  having  no 
particular  inftruftions  for  his  gui- 
dance, he  thought  it  his  duty,  at 
all  events,  to  maintain  his  poft. 
4n  thefe  circumflances  it  was 
highly  vexatious,  that  although 
fome  of  the  militia  fhewed  great 
zeal  and  fidelity,  in  coming  from 
confiderable  diltances  to  offer  their 
fervices,  yet  the  fcanty  ftate  of 
provifions  prevented  him  from  be- 
ing able  to  benefit  of  their  affifl:- 

ance. 
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ance,  excepting  only  thofe,  whofe 
particular  fituation  expofed  them 
ro  fufFer  from  the  enemy,  and 
who  v/ere,  on  that  account,  re- 
ceived within  the  poft. 
....  At    lenjTth,     Gen. 

April  I9tti.     Qreene   appeafed    in 

full  view.  The  paucity  of  troops, 
and  the  extenfivenefs  of  the  ports 
which  they  had  to  defend,  were 
fufRcient  motives  with  the  Britifh 
commander,  for  not  rifquing  the 
lofs  of  men,  by  any  attempt  to 
harrafs  the  enemy  in  their  ap- 
proach. The  fame  caufes  had  ob- 
liged him  to  abandon  the  ferry  on 
the  Wateree,  although  the  South 
Carolina  regiment  was  on  its  way 
to  join  him  from  Ninety-Six,  and 
that  was  its  direft  courfe.  He  had 
however  taken  his  meafures  fo 
well,  as  to  fccure  the  paflage  of 
that  regiment,  upon  its  arrival, 
three  days  after.  In  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  he  received  a  letter 
from  Colonel  Balfour  at  Charles- 
Town,  acquainting  him  of  Lord 
Cornwallis's  fituation;  and  like- 
wife  fignifying  to  him,  that  the 
commander  in  chief,  being  fuliy 
fenfible  of  the  danger  to  which  he 
would  be  expofed  in  his  prefent 
pofition,  wiflied  that  he  might 
abandon  Camden,  and  retire  for 
fecurity,  within  the  cover  of  the 
great  River  San  tee.  The  ncceffity 
of  the  meafure  was,  upon  this  in- 
formation, fufliciently  obvious; 
but  the  accornplifliment  of  it,  was 
not  now  within  his  power. 

The  efforts  made  by  the  enemy 
to  examine  the  Uritifh  works,  unJ 
particularly  an  attempt  to  deftroy 
their  mill,  necelfarily  hioii?lit  on 
fome  feirmiflies.  By  the  prilonprs 
taken  in  thefe  excurfions^.  Lord 
Rawdon  had  the  iatisfidion  to 
Jcarn,    ili.it   Gen.  Greene's   army 
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was  not  byanymems  fo  numerous 
as  he  had  apprehended ;  but  that 
confiderable  reinforcements  were 
daily  expeded.  To  balance  this, 
he  received  the  unfavourable  in- 
telligence, that  Marion  had  taken 
fuch  a  pofition,  as  rendered  it  im- 
prafticable  for  Col.  Watfon  to  join 
him,  whofe  arrival  he  had  till  then 
impatiently  expefted. 

in  this  Hate  of  thing?,  it  fe'em'ed, 
that  fome  immediate  and  decifive 
effort  was  become  little  lefs  than 
abfolutely  neceflary,  in  order  to 
evade  much  greater,  and  not  fir 
diftant,  evil  and  danger.  Greene 
himfelf  had  the  fortune  to  make 
an  opening  for  the  operation  of 
this  neceflity,  in  a  manner  which 
was,  in  appearance,  far  from  be- 
ing confident  v/ith  his  ufual  con- 
dud.  With  a  view  of  a  general 
affault  upon  the  Britifa  polls,  he 
had  fent  off  his  artillery  and  bag- 
gage, a  day's  march  in  the  rear  of 
the  army;  but  foon  after  he  aban- 
doned that  refolution,  and  de- 
tached all  his  militia  to  bring 
back  the  artillery.  Such  irrefo- 
lution,  or  indeciiion  of  mind,  can 
never  be  difplayed  under  the  eye 
of  a  vigilant  enemy,  without  great, 
if  not  certain  danger. 

Lord  Rawdon'b  intelligence  was 

tardy;   but  he  inftantly  perceived 

the    importance    of    the   occafion, 

and    determined     as    inftantly,    if 

pofiible,   to  Aize  it.      By  arming 

the      muficians,     drummers,     and 

every  being  in   the  army  that  was 

able  fo  carry  a  firelock,  he   mu(- 

tered   above  nine  hundred  for  the 

field,     including    fixty    dragoons. 

With  this  force,    and     .      •,       ^i 

r  J         u      April  zcth. 

two  iix  pounders,  he       *^        •' 

b(.)ldiy  marched   to  actick  the  af- 

failing  enemy   in    their  camp,    in. 

open  davlight,   at   lo  o'clock  in 

[F]    '  the 


S2]       ANNUAL     REGISTER,  lygi. 


the  morning;  committing  the  re- 
doubcs,  and  every  thing  at  Cam- 
den^  to  the  curtody  of  the  militia, 
and  of  a  fevv  fick  foldiers.  The 
enemy  were  poited  about  two  miles 
in  front  of  the  Britifh  lines,  upon 
a  very  ftrong  and  difficult  ridge, 
called  Hobkirk's  Hill.  By  filing 
clofe  to  the  fwamps  on  their  right, 
the  Britifh  column  got  into  the 
woods  6npcrceived;  and  by  taking 
an  extenfive  circuit,  came  down 
on  the  enemy's  left  flank;,  thus 
depriving  them  of  the  principal 
^dv-aniape  of  their  fituatron.  They 
were  fo  fortunate,  and  the  enemy 
fo  Ihameftillv  remifs  and  inatten- 
tive, that  they  were  not  in  all 
this  courfc  difcovered,^  until  the 
flank  companies  of  the  volunteers 
of  Ireland,  which  led  the  column, 
luddenly  poured  in  upon  their 
pickets.  Thefe,  though  fupport- 
ed,  were  almoll  inftantly  driven 
in,  and  purfued  to  their  camp. 

Although  the  enemy  were  in 
much  vifible  confufion^  yet  they 
formed  with  expedition,  and  re- 
ceived the  Britifh  column  bravely. 
As  if  it  had  been  in  fome  meafure 
to  countervail  the  dlfadvantages 
incident  to  their  furprize,  they 
were  cheered,  early  in  the  aftion, 
by  the  arrivil  of  three  fix  pound- 
ers; a  circumltance,  which  (liowers 
of  grape-tliot  fcon  announced  to 
the  Briiifh  troops.  The  attack 
on  that  fide  was  led  with  great 
fpirit  by  Lieut.  Col.  Campbell, 
at  the  head  of  the  63d,  and  of 
the  king's  Ajnerican  regiment  j 
but  the  extent  of  the  enemy's 
line,  foon  obliged  the  commander 
in  chief  to  pufh  forward  the  vo- 
lunteers of  Ireland  from  the  re- 
{erve.  Thefe  three  corps  puihed 
the  enemy  with  fuch  refolution, 
that  they  drove  them  co  the  fumrait 


of  the  hill ;  and  having  made' 
room  for  the  reft  of  the  troops  to 
come  int5  adlion,  their  rout  was 
then  quickly  decided.  They  pur- 
fued them  about  three  miles  j  but 
the  enemy's  cavalry  being  fuperior 
to  the  Britifh,  their  dragoons 
could  not  rifque  much;  and  Lord 
Rawdon,  duly  confidering  his  in- 
feriority in  number,  would  not 
fuffer  the  infantry  to  break  their 
order,  for  any  benefit  that  might 
be  expedled  from  the  purfuit  of 
the  fugitives. 

During  the  purfuit,  a   part  of 
the   enemy's   cavalry    under    Col. 
Wafhington,    whether   by  deligny 
or  through  ignorance  of  the  ftate  of 
the   aftion,    came    round    to    the 
rear,  and  exadled  paroles  from  fe- 
veral  of  the   Britifh    officers  who 
lay   wounded    on  the   field ;    they 
likewife  carried  off  feveral  wound- 
ed men.     The  enemy's  killed  and 
wounded  were  fcattered  over  fuch 
an   extent  of  ground^   that   their 
lofs    could    not    be    afcertained ; 
Lord"  Rawdon  thinks  the  elHmate 
would  be  low  if  it  were  rated  at 
five  hundred  ;    Greene'^s    account 
■makes  it  too  low  to  be  credited. 
Above  an  hundred  prifoners  were 
taken  ;    belides  that  a  number  of 
their    men,    finding    their   retreat 
cut  otF,.  went  into  Camden,   and 
claimed  protedlion,  under  the  pre- 
tence  of    being   deferters.      The 
enemy's  cannon  efcaped  by  great 
fortune,     Being  run  down  a  lleep 
hill,    among    fome    thick    brulh 
wood,     they    were    eafily    paffed 
without  notice,  in  the  warmth  of 
the  purfuit,  by  the  Britifh  troops; 
and  before  their  return,  they  were 
carried  clean  off  by  Wafhington's 
cavalry. 

This  defeat  was  attributed  by 

Gen.  Greene  to  the  fiaifconduft  of 

a  part 
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a  part  of  the  Maryland  regiment. 
This  may  be  true.    But  it  is  plain 
that  his  army  was  furprized.    The 
American      difcipline,      after     fo 
much  experience,  is  far  from  per- 
fedl.      There   have  been   but  few 
indeed  of  their  commanders,  who 
have  not    fmarted  feverely   under 
that  negligence  which   laid  them 
open  to  furprizes.     It  muft,  how- 
ever, be  acknowledged,   that   the 
facility  with  which  Greene  rallied 
and  formed   his  troops  under  the 
circumftances    of    their    furprize, 
and  the  vigorous  efforts  which  he 
made  to  retrieve  the  difafter,  M- 
ficiently  (hewed  him  to  be  a  brave 
and  able  officer  in  aftion. 

The  lofs  on  the  Briti(h  fide, 
however  moderate  in  other  re- 
fpefts,  was  much  greater  than 
they  could  afford,  and  exceeded 
one  fourth  of  their  whole  number. 
It  amounted  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  mifling,  to  258.  Of  thefe, 
only  38  were  flain ;  but  the 
wounded  were  equally  a  detrac- 
tion from  immediate  ilrength  ; 
and  in  the  prefent  circumttances  a 
very  heavy  incumbrance.  Only 
one  officer  fell  j  but  twelve  were 
wounded,  and  moll  of  them  were 
difcharged  upon  parole.  The 
fpirit  and  judgment  Ihewn  by  the 
young  commauder  of  the  Britifh 
forces,  deferves  great  commenda- 
tion. He  was  moll  gallantly  fe- 
conded  by  his  officers  and  troops. 

Moll  of  thefe  adions  would  in 
other  wars  be  confidered  but  as 
flcirmiflies  of  little  account,  and 
fcarcely  worthy  of  a  detailed  nar- 
rative. But  thefe  fmall  aclions 
are  as  capable  as  any  of  difplaying 
military  condufl.  The  operations 
of  war  being  fprcad  over  that  valt 
continent,  by  the  new  plan  that 
was  adopted,    it  is  by  iuch  {k,r- 


mllhes  that  the  fate  of  America 
mult  be  neceffarily  decided.  Thev 
are  therefore  as  important  as  bat- 
tles in  which  an  hundred  thoufand 
men  are  drawn  up  on  each  fide. 

Greene  retired  behind  the  far- 
ther branch  of  a  creek  about  four- 
teen   miles   from  Camden,   where 
he  took  poll  in  order  to  colledt  his 
fcattered  forces.     Whatever  credit 
was  obtained  by  the  Britiih  forces 
ia   this  adtion,    like   mofl   of  the 
other  victories  obtained  in  Caro- 
lina, it  produced  no  efFeft  corre- 
fpondent  to  its  brilliancy.     It  pro- 
duced rather  the  contrary.     The 
firll  fruit  of  Lord  Ravvdon's  vic- 
tory over  the  enemy  in  his  front, 
was    the    general    revolt    of    the 
whole     interior     country     at    his 
back;    fo   that    the  difficulties   of 
his  fituation,  in  Head  of  being  re- 
moved or  lellened  by  fuccefs,  were 
increafed    to    fuch    a    deoree,    as 
Kemed     to     render    them     infur- 
mountable.       He  was  fenfible    01 
the  necefHty  of  his  retiring  within 
the  Santee;   but  Lee  and   Marion 
were  by  this  time  full  in  his  way; 
and    whillt    they  would    have   re- 
tarded   his    march    in    front,    his 
rear  would  have  been  expofed   ta 
Greene's     purluit  j     fo     that     the 
nieafure  for  the  prefent,    however 
h'ghly    neccfl'iry,     appeared    iiu- 
pr.idlicable ;   at  Icaft,  without  dif- 
fering   the    lofs    and    dil>r;ice,    of 
abandoning  his  flore?  at  Camden, 
as  well  as  his  v/ounded.     On   the 
other  hand,  Greene  was  now  too 
dillint  for  a  fudden    attack;    nor 
cuu!d  he  at  all  be  come  at,  but  b/ 
a  circuitous  march  to  turn  the  head 
of  the  creek  by  which  he  was  co- 
vered,   and  that  would  carry  the 
troops  fo  far  out  of  the  way,  as  to 
leave  Camden  open  to  his  attack, 
without  the  poiTibility  of  their  pre- 
[F]  2  ventiwn. 
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vention.  We  have  already  feen, 
that  Lord  Rawdon's  force  was  far 
too'  weak,  to  afford  fuch  a  detach- 
ment as  would  be  equal  to  the  at- 
tack on  Greene,  and  at  the  fame 
lime  to  retain  fuch  a  ftrength  be- 
hind, as  would  be  fufhcient  for 
the  defence  of  Camden.  In  this 
llite  of  difficulty,  environed  on 
all  fides  by  enemies,  he  faw  that 
he  would  be  able  ro  make  his  poll: 
good,  againil  any  force  that  could 
yet  be  brought  to  attack  it;  and 
he  judged  it  to  be  far  more  pru- 
dent and  fafe  to  wait  with  pa- 
tience for  a  reinforcement,  than 
to  riique  the  confequence  of  ano- 
ther line  of  condud. 
-,  ,  At   length,     he   was 

fon,  after  a  long,  circuitous,  ex- 
ceedingly difficult,  and  no  lefs 
dangerous  march  ;  in  the  courfe 
of  which  he  had  been  obliged  to 
pafs  the  Santee  twice ;  the  ftrll 
time  going  down  aimoft  to  its 
mouth  for  that  purpofe,  and  then 
marching  up  again  nearly  to  the 
confluence  of  the  Congarees  with 
that  river,  in  order  to  repafs  it. 
All  things  confidered,  this  march 
has  been  exceeded  by  few  opera- 
tions of  thiit  nature.  The  de- 
tachment was  much  reduced  in 
point  of  number,  and  a  fmall  port 
called  Fort  Watfon,  fituated  at 
Wright's  Bluff,  where  they  de- 
pofued  their  baggage,  had  been 
taken  by  the  enemy. 

On  the  day  of  the  arrival  of 
this  reinforcement,  intelligence 
was  received,  that  the  enemy  in 
the  rear  had  inveHed,  and  opened 
batteries  againil  the  pofl,  at  Mot- 
to's houfe ;  which  was  fituated 
near  the  jundion  of  the  Congaree 
with  the  Santee.  Ths  relief  of 
tkis  poil,    as -well    as    the   caufcs 


which  before  operated,  all  con- 
curred in  determining  Lord  Raw- 
don  to  make  a  retreat  to  Nelfon's 
Ferry  upon  the  Santee,  which  was 
fixty  miles  from  Camden,  and  not 
a  great  deal  lower  than  the  port  at 
Motte's  houfe  ;  a  meafure  which,  , 
befides  the  relief  of  the  place, 
and  the  cover  of  that  great  river, 
would  throw  the  flat  and  open 
country,  which  fpreads  between 
it,  the  Combahee,  and  the  fea- 
coaR,  of  courfe  including  Charles 
Town,  entirely  into  his  hands. 
But  before  he  put  this  defign  in 
execution,  he  wifhed  to  draw  fome 
prefent  advantage  from  the  addi- 
tional fircngth  which  he  now  pof- 
fefled ;  and  which  would  be  a 
means  of  facilitating  his  intended 
movements,  by  the  fecurlty  which 
it  would  afford  to  his  rear. 

On  his  fide.  Gen.  Greene  was 
not  idle,  nor  inattentive  to  the 
game  he  was  to  play ;  he  had 
quitted  his  former  ground,  and 
croffing  the  Wateree,  took  a  new 
pofition  at  the  back  of  Twenty- 
five-mile  Creek.  On  the  very 
night  of  the  dsy,  upon  which 
Watfon's  detachment  had  joined 
Lord  Rawdon,  that  aftive  com- 
mander crofTed  the  Wateree  at 
Camden  Ferry,  with  a  view  of 
turning  Greene's  flank,  and  at- 
tacking the  rear  of  his  army ; 
that  being  the  molt,  or  only  vul- 
nerable part,  the  ground  in  his 
front  being  partic ularly  very  ftrong. 
It  does  no  fmall  honour  to  Greene's 
penetration,  that  as  foon  as  he  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  the  rein- 
forcement, (which  was  in  a  very 
lliort  time  after  its  arrival)  he  im- 
mediately forefaw,  and  confidered 
as  inevitable  the  confequence;  and 
in  this  opinion,  without  waiting 
for  farther  information,   fuddenly 
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aliandoned  his  pofl;,  fome  hours  be- 
fore the  Drhifh  troops  had  pafled 
Camden  Ferry,  and  continued  his 
retreat  with  the  utmoll:  expedition. 

Lord  Rawdon  received  this  in- 
telligence by  thev/ay,  but  he  not- 
Avithllanding  piirfued  him  with  the 
utmofi;  eagernefs  and  rapidity  J  and 
at  length  found  him  ftrongly  polled 
at  the  back  of  a  water  called  Saw- 
ney's Creek.  Upon  the  ftrifteft 
examination  of  his  fituation  in  that 
poll,  he,  to  his  great  difappoint- 
ment  and  vexation,  found  it  in 
every  point  fo  llrong,  that  if  fuc- 
cefs  could  be  purchafcd,  it  mull 
be  at  fuch  an  expence,  as  would 
cripple  his  force  with  refped  to 
all  future  enterprize  ;  whilfl;  the 
means  of  retreat  were  fo  fully  pof- 
fefled  by  the  enemy,  that  the  ad- 
vantages of  vidory,  could  not  in 
any  degree  compenfate  for  the  lofs 
with  which  it  niuft  be  attended. 
The  creek  runs  far  into  the  coun- 
try, and  if  he  attempted  to  get 
round  it,  the  enemy,  by  quitting 
his  ftr.tion,  could  ftill  evade  all  his 
attempts;  and  thus  much  time 
(which  at  that  jundure  was  to 
him  of  the  utmoti  importance) 
would  have  been  unprohtably 
walled.  Under  thefe  confidcra- 
tions.  Lord  Rawdon  returned  to 
Camden;  after  having  in  vain  en- 
deavoured to  draw  the  enemy  into 
adion  by  an  aifedation  of  con- 
cealing his  retreat. 

L  On  the  following  day,  he 
''''  *  publifhed  to  the  troops  and  to 
the  militia,  the  deiign  of  aban- 
doning Camden  ;  ciTering  to  fuch 
of  the  latter  as  chofe  to  accom- 
pany the  army,  all  pofllble  af- 
fiftancc.  The  night  was  fpent  in 
deRroying  the  work?,  and  in  fend- 
ing off,  under  a  Urong  efccrc,  th; 
baijgage.     Thfr  remainder   of  the 


troops  continued  at  Caffiv»?n,  un- 
till  the  following  day  was  pretty  far 
advanced,  in  order  to  cover  the 
inarch.  The  moft  valuable  part 
of  the  flores  were  brought  off, 
and  the  rell  dcftroyed.  The  mil!, 
prifon,  and  fome  other  buildings, 
were  burnt;  and  Greene  fays  the 
town  was  little  better  than  a  heap 
of  ruins.  The  fick  and  wounded, 
who  were  in  too  bad  a  Hate  to 
bear  a  removal,  were  of  necellity 
left  behind;  and  the  American 
prifoners  were  left  to  accompany 
them  as  an  exchange.  The  army 
brought  off,  not  only  the  militia 
who  had  been  attached  to  them  at 
Camden ;  but  the  well  afFeded, 
who  were  afraid  to  fall  into  the 
power  of  the  enemy,  whether  in 
that  neigbourhood  or  on  the  way, 
were  likewife,  with  their  families, 
negroes,  and  moveable  effeds, 
taken  equally  under  protedion. 
Thus  incumbered,  the  only  at- 
tempt made  by  the  enemy,  was 
with  fome  parties  of  mounted  mi- 
litia to  harrafs  the  rear;  but  one 
of  thefe  being  circumvented  into 
an  ambufcade,  their  chalHzemenc 
prevented  all  farther  dilturbance 
on  the  march. 

On  the  night  of  the  I3:h  the 
army  began  to  pafs  the  river  aC 
Nelfon's  Ferry,  and  by  the  fol- 
lowing evening,  every  thing  «as 
fafely  landed  on  the  other  fide. 
The  firft  intelligence  Lord  Raw- 
don received  on  pafTing  the  San- 
tee,  was  the  unwelcome  news, 
that  the  polt  at  Motte's  houfe, 
after  a  gallant  defence,  had  al- 
ready fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  This  was  a  heavy  llroke, 
a.s  that  place  had  been  made  a  de- 
po'it  for  all  the  provifions  that 
were  intended  for  the  fupply  ot 
Camden.     Things  were,  however, 
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>vorfe,  than  he  yet  knew,  for  the 
llrong  poll  at  Orangeburgh  was 
already  taken,  and  Fort  Granby 
not  long  after.  Thus  the  Britifh 
force  in  the  province  was  exceed- 
ingly weakened,  by  the  number 
of  brave  officers  and  foldiers  who 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  e&cmy, 
through  this  fuddcn  and  unex- 
peftcd  attack  upon  their  detached 
pofts  in  every  part  of  the  country. 

Lord  Rawdon  was  met  at  Nel- 
fon's  by  Col.  Balfour,  the  com- 
inandant  of  Charles-Town;  who 
came  thither  to  reprefent  to  him, 
and  to  confuk  upon,  the  ftate  and 
circumrtances  of  that  city,  as  well 
ss  of  the  province  in  general.  He 
irated,  that  the  revolt  was  uni- 
verfal ;  that  from  the  little  room 
there  had  been  to  apprehend  fo 
ferious  and  alarming  a  turn  of  af- 
fairs, the  old  works  of  Charles- 
Town  had  been  in  part  levelled, 
to  make  way  for  new  ones  which 
were  not  yet  conftrufted ;  that  ha 
had  full  convidlion  of  the  difaf- 
fciftion,  in  general,  of  the  inha- 
bitants;  and  that,  under  thefe 
circumliances,  his  garrifjn  was 
inadequate  to  its  defence,  againll 
any  force  of  confequence  that 
might  attempt  that  city. 

The  conclufions  drawn  from  a 
full  confideration  of  this  untoward 
Itate  of  affairs  were,  that  if  any 
tnisfortune  happened  to  the  corps 
under  Lord  Rawdon,  the  probable 
confequence  would  be,  the  total 
Icfs  ot  the  province,  including  the 
capital  ;  but  that,  although  the 
higheil  degree  of  prudence  and 
caution  were  upon  that  account 
indifpenfably  neceffary,  yet,  as  he 
was  jull  joined  by  Major  M*Ar- 
thur,  with  about  300  foot  and 
eighty  dragoons,  he  conceived  he 
niightj,     without    hazarding    too 


much,  endeavour  to  check  the 
operations  of  the  enemy  on  the 
Congaree. 

A  fingular  inftance  now  oc- 
curred, of  the  general,  if  not 
univerfal  difafFeftion  of  the  coun- 
try. For  five  days  after  Lord. 
Rawdon  had  pafled  the  Santee, 
not  a  Angle  perfon  of  any  fort 
whatever,  whether  with  intelli. 
gence,  or  upon  any  other  account, 
came  near  the  army,  although  he 
had  advanced  diretliy  from  Nel- 
fon's  Ferry,  that  night  and  the 
following  day's  march  into  the 
country,  to  a  certain  point,  where 
the  roads  from  Nelfon's  and 
M'Cords  Ferry  meet.  Nor  could 
the  emiflaries  and  fpies  which  he 
detached  on  all  hands  procure  him 
any  true  intelligence,  as  to  the 
fituation  of  the  enemy,  or  the 
ftate  of  the  country.  A  number, 
however,  of  reports,  which  were 
contradictory  in  other  refpefts, 
feemed  to  concur  in  one  point, 
which  was,  that  Greene  had  paf- 
{ed  the  Congaree  River,  and  was 
preffing  down  the  Orangeburgh 
road  with  a  llrong  force.  This 
intelligence  was  of  too  great  mo- 
ment to  be  flighted  ;  and  not  only 
obliged  the  Britifh  commander  to 
relinquifh  his  defign  of  advancing 
to  the  Congaree,  but  laid  him  un- 
der a  neceffity  of  falling  back  to 
the  Entaws,  and  afterwards  of 
moving  to  Monk's  Corner,  for 
the  protection  of  Charles-Town, 
and  of  the  rich  intervening  coun- 
try. 

As  the  dereliftion  of  the  Upper 
Country,  left  the  poll  at  Ninety- 
Six  entirely  expofed  to  the  enemy, 
Lord  Rawdon  was  under  great 
anxiety  for  the  fafety  of  that  gar- 
iifon.  The  objefts  now  at  Hake 
w^re,    however,    too  great    to  be 
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hazarded,  for  the  purpofe  of  pro- 
tedling  that  place,  or  even  of  ex- 
tricating the  troops ;  but  if  no 
fuch  rellraint  had  been  laid  upon 
his  aftivity,  it  ftill  would  have 
been  a  queftion  of  great  doubt, 
whether,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things,  the  defign  would  have 
been  pradicable.  For  befides  the 
growing  force  of  the  enemy,  and 
their  poffefGon  of  the  pofts  on  all 
hands,  there  were  no  magazines, 
no  depofits  of  provifions  of  any 
kind,  for  the  fupport  of  the  army 
on  the  way ;  ai^d  to  truft  to  the 
uncertain  gleanings  of  a  wafted 
and  hoftile  country  on  a  march, 
furrounded  on  every  fide  by  fwarms 
of  light  troops,  and  of  militia  on 
horfeback,  with  an  enemy  much 
fuperior  in  number  ftill  to  en- 
counter, would  have  been  ha- 
zardous in  the  extreme.  Thus 
circumftanced,  he  difpatched  feve- 
ral  meffengers  by  different  routes ; 
and  to  guard  as  much  as  poflible 
againft  mifchance,  applied  to  Col. 
Balfour  to  fend  others  from  Charles 
Town,  with  inftru(^tions  to  Lieut. 
Col.  Cruger,  who  commanded  at 
Ninety-Six,  to  abandon  tha*  place, 
and  to  remove  with  the  garrifon, 
as  fpeedilyas  pofiible,  to  Augufta, 
upon  the  Savannah,  which  was 
the  neareft  poft  of  Georgia. 

So  bad  was  the  intelligence,  and 
fo  difficult  to  be  obtained,  that  ic 
was  not  until  after  the  arrival  of 
the  troops  at  Monk's  Corner,  that 
Lord  Rawdon  difcovered,  that  it 
was  not  Gen.  Greene,  hot  Sump- 
ter,  who  had  taken  poflefTion  of 
Orangeburgh  ;  the  former  being 
then  occupied  in  taking  a  Briiilh 
poft  at  the  Congareees,  While 
the  troops  were  employed  in  co- 
vering the  diftrifts  from  which 
Charles-Town  djrew  its  fupplies  of 


provifion.  Lord  Rawdon  was  pre- 
paring for  more  aftive  fervice,  by 
unceafing  efforts  for  the  augmen- 
tation  of  his  cavalry;  an  arm  of 
force,  indifpenfibly  neceflary  for 
the  profecution  of  a  war  in  the 
fouthern  colonies;  but  that  coun- 
try, which  abounded  fo  much  in 
horfes,  had  been  fo  llripped  of 
them  by  the  difaffe«fled,  and  by 
the  plundering  parties  of  the  ene- 
my, that  this  was  now  become  a 
meafureof  no  fmall  difficulty. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Generals 
Philips  and  Arnold,  carried  every 
thing  before  them  in  Virginia; 
and  fucceflively  defeated  all  thofe 
bodies  of  militia  which  could  be 
fuddenly  brought  together,  and 
were  hardy  enough  to  venture  the 
encounter;  whilft  their  beft  troops 
were  fighting  the  battles  of  others 
in  the  Carolinas.  The  long  na- 
vigation of  James  River,  and  of 
its  numerous  dependent  rivers, 
branches,  and  creek?,  laid  the 
country  open  to  them,  on  either 
hand,  as  well  as  to  its  interior  and 
central  parts,  for  a  great  extent. 
At  Peterlhurg,  on  its  fouthera 
branch,  otherwife  called  the  Ap- 
pomatox  River,  they  deftroyed 
four  thoufand  hogfheads  of  to- 
bacco; being  the  principal  part 
of  the  whole  annual  remittance  of 
the  country  for  France,  whicli 
had  been  collefted  at  that  place. 
The  damage  done  by  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  Ihipping  and  veffels  of 
every  fort,  both  in  the  rivers  and 
on  the  flockf,  of  (hip  yards,  dock?;, 
and  all  their  dependencies,  of  pub- 
lic buildings,  barracks,  and  ware- 
houfes,  of  timber,  ftores,  flower, 
and  every  fpecies  of  provifions, 
was  prodigious,  and  indeed  feemed 
almoft  incredible,  after  fo  long  a 
Itate  of  war  and  trouble,  and  fo 
[F]  4  much 
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xnuch  particular  ravage,  as  that 
quarter  had  already  undergone. 
It,  however,  afforded  a  melan- 
choiy  teltinionial,  of  the  former 
profperity  of  a  country,  which  had 
iiill  fo  much  left  to  lofe. 

The  enemy's  marine  Arength  in 
the  river,  having,  we  prefume,  re- 
tired as  far  as  the  depth  of  water 
would  admit,  at  length  drew  up 
in  a  (late  of  defence,  about  four 
jniles  above  a  place  called  Of- 
borne's,  on  the  fouth,  or  Appo- 
matox  Branch.  Gen.  Arnold  fent 
a  flag  to  treat  with  the  commander 
about  the  furrender  of  his  fleejt, 
which  the  other  refufed  to  lillen 
to,  declaring   he  would  defend  it 

^  .,  •  to  the  laih  Arnold 
Aotil-  27th.  ,      -  J      J 

'  ^         having     ordered      up 

fome- artillery,  advanced  them  to 
the  bank  of  the  river,  within  an 
hundred  yards  of  a  ftate  (hip  of 
20  guns  ;  his  troops  being  not 
only  expofed  to  her  fire,  but  to 
that  of  another  of  26  guns,  of  a 
ftate  brigantine,  of  14,  befides  a 
number  of  other  fhips  and  vef- 
fels,  more  or  lefs  armed;  at  the 
fame  time  that  a  party  of  militia 
kept  up  a  heavy  fire  of  mufquetry 
from  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river. 
The  defence  was  by  no  means  an- 
fwerable  either  to  this  formidable 
appearance,  or  to  the  feemingly 
refolute  arviwer  of  the  commanaer. 
The  fire  of  the  artillery  from  the 
Ihore  took  place  fo  effefcually, 
that  it  foon  drove  the  militia  from 
the  oppoiae  fide,  and  compelled 
the  Ihips,  not  long  after,  to  ftrike 
their  colours.  The  want  of  boat5, 
together  with  the  height  of  tlie 
wind,  prevented  Arnold  from  be- 
ing able  to  take  pofiVffion  of  the 
ihips,  until  the  ieamen  had  not 
only  made  their  efcape,  but  had 
icuctled  and  fct  iire   10  feverai  of 


the  veflels.  Two  (hips,  and  ten 
lefler  veflcls,  loaded  with  tobacco, 
cordage,  flower,  and  other  articles, 
fell,  however,  into  his  hands. 
Four  (hips,  five  brigantines,  and 
a  number  of  fmall  veflels,  were 
burnt  and  funk,  the  whole 
quantity  of  tobacco  taken  or  de- 
itroyed  in  this  fleet,  exceeded 
2000  hogflieads. 

The  troops  then  advanced  up 
the  Fork,  until  they  arrived  at 
Manchefter,  which  lies  on  the 
north  branch,  or  properly  the 
main  river,  and  is,  including  the 
windings,  at  lead:  150  miles  from 
its  mouth,  wherii  it  falls  into  the 
Chefapeak.  There  they  deftroyed 
1200  hogilieads  of  tobacco;  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette  with  his 
army,  who  had  arrived  at  Rich- 
mond, on  the  oppofite  fide,  the 
preceding  day,  being  fpeftators  of 
the  conflHgration,  which  they  pro- 
bably could  not,  or  at  leail  did 
not,  attempt  to  prevent.  The 
army,  on  their  return,  made  great 
havock  at  Warwick  ;  where,  along 
with  the  fliips  on  the  flocks  and  in 
the  river,  a  large  range  of  rope 
walks  were  deltroyed;  and  a  ma- 
gazine of  flower,  with  a  nurr»ber  of 
warehoufes  containing  tobacco  and 
other  commodities,  of  tan-houfes, 
full  of  hides  and  bark,  were,  along 
with  feverai  fine  mills,  all  con- 
fumed  in  one  general  conflagra- 
tion. The  army  then  returned  to 
the  (hipping,  (which  feem  not  to 
have  afcended  fo  far  as  the  Fork) 
and  the  whole  fell  down  towards 
the  mouth  of  the  river. 

The  war  was  now  parcelled  out 
in  a  ftrange  manner,  and  the  Britilh 
force  broken  into  fmall  divificns, 
and  placed  in  fuch  dilbnt  fitua- 
tions,  as  to  be  little  capable  of 
cancert  and  mutaai  fupport.     Wg 

have 
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have  feen  that  it  raged  pretty 
equally  in  South  Carolina,  North 
Carolina,  and  Virginia  ;  while 
the  force  feems  every  where  to  be 
fufficient  for  dellroyiiig  confider- 
able  trafls  of  country,  and  accu- 
mulating a  great  deal  of  fpoil, 
but  wholly  inadequate  to  the 
main  purpofe ;  and  incapable  of 
bringing  matters  to  any  deciiive 
conclufion.  Thus  numbers  of  brave 
men  were  continually  loll  without 
any  equivalent  efFecl ;  and  the  ve- 
teran battalions  were  worn  down 
and  confumed,  by  incredible  but 
frurtlefs  exertions  of  valour,  and 
by  a  feries  of  the  moil  brilliant 
fuccefTes,  which  produced  no  per- 
manent advantage. 

The  fituation  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  at  Wilmington  was  exceed- 
ingly difficult  and  grievous.  His 
force  was  by  this  time  reduced 
\ery  low  ;  and  probably  did  not 
greatly  exceed  a  thoufand  effec- 
tive men.  He  was  informed  of 
the  unfortunate  turn  which  affairs 
had  taken  in  South  Carolina  ;  and 
notwithRanding  his  reliance  on 
the  ability  and  gallantry  of  Lord 
Rawdon,  he  had  too  much  room 
for  apprehenlion  that  they  would 
become  ftill  more  critical.  The 
attempt  to  return  to  his  relief, 
through  fuch  vaft  trafts  of  an  ex- 
haufted,  hoftile,  or  defart  coun- 
try, would  have  been  attended 
with  iufuperable  difficulties.  The 
PeUee  was  full  in  his  way,  and  was 
impaffable  in  the  face  of  an  ene- 
my ;  fo  that,  befides  the  imprac- 
ticability of  procuring  fubliftence 
fur  his  troops  in  fuch  a  length  of 
march,  he  would  run  the  hazard 
of  being  hemmed  in  by  Greene,  in 
fuch  a  manner  among  the  great 
rivers,  that  mere  neceffity  and 
jfiiltefs   might   at   length   compel 


them  to  the  difgrace  of  laying  down 
their  arms. 

He  might  indeed  have  waited 
at  Wilmington,  for  tranfpnrts  to 
proceed  by  fea  to  Char!cs-Town. 
But  this  would  have  been  a  mca- 
fure  fo  little  reputable,  and  in 
the  end  produtV.ve  of  fo  little  ad- 
vantage, that  nothing  lefs  than 
the  moit  extreme  neceffity,  could 
induce  him  to  fubmit  to  it.  Along 
with  its  other  ill  confequences, 
much  time  would  be  loft,  and  the 
cavalry  would  have  been  of  ne- 
ceffity facrificed.  It  would  befides 
totally  change  the  nature  of  the 
war ;  reduce  it  to  be  merely  de- 
feniive ;  and  fcem  no  lefs  than 
a  derelii^lion  of  its  hope  and  for- 
tune. All  the  flattering  ideas  of 
the  redudion  of  the  fouthern  co- 
lonies, and  even  of  a  co-operation 
in  Virginia,  would  have  been  no 
more. 

Under  thefe  embarraffing  cir- 
cumilances,  and  environed  witli 
the  moll  perplexing  difficulties, 
he  formed  the  bold  and  vigorous 
refolution  of  marching  to  Virgi- 
nia, and  endeavouring  a  juntition 
with  General  Philips.  This  mea- 
fure,  in  a  fituation  which  afforded 
only  a  choice  of  difficulties  and 
dangers,  was  undoubtedly  the  belt 
that  could  have  been  adopted  ; 
but  yet  was  a  refolution  of  fuch 
a  nature,  as  could  have  been 
only  conceived  or  entertained  by 
an  enterprizing  and  determined 
mind.  It  was  indeed  a  perilous 
adventure.  The  dillance  was 
great,  the  means  of  fubtiiience 
uncertain,  and  the  difficulties  and 
hazards  were  fufficient  to  appal 
the  boldeli.  The  troops  had  al- 
ready experienced  the  miferies  of 
traverfmg  an  inhofpi table  and  im- 
prafticable    country,    above    8oo 
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jniles  in  different  direftions  ;  and 
they  were  now  to  encounter  a  new 
inarch  of  3CX)  more,  in  much  worfe 
circumftances,  and  under  much 
more  unfavourable  aufpices,  than 
at  the  oulfet.  Notwithllanding 
the  fupplies  which  they  had  re- 
ceived at  Wilmington,  they  were 
ftill  fo  deftitute  of  neceffaries,  that, 
in  the  noble  commander's  own 
words,  his  cavalry  wanted  every 
thing,  and  his  infantry  every  thing 
but  Ihocs.  Neither,  fays  he,  are 
jn  any  condition  to  move,  and 
yet  they  mull  march  to-morrow  ! 
He  had  already  himfelf  a  fore  ex- 
perience, as  he  pathetically  ob- 
ferved,  of  the  miferies  of  march- 
ing fcvcral  hundreds  of  miles 
through  a  country,  chiefly  holHle, 
frequently  dcfart,  which  did  not 
afford  one  adlive  or  ufeful  friend, 
where  no  intelligence  was  to  be 
obtained,  and  where  no  commu- 
nication could  be  eftablifhed. 

The  fituation  of  affairs  was, 
however,  ib  urgent,  as  to  admit 
of  no  hefitation  or  delay  ;  for  if 
Greene  fhould  return  from  South 
Carolina,  the  junftion  with  Phi- 
lips would  be  jmpradicable;  and 
Lord  Cornwallis  was  in  no  condi- 
tion to  maintain  the  war  where  he 
was.  To  guard  againft  the  worll 
that  might  happen,  he  difpatched 
inftrudions  to  Colonel  Balfour,  to 
fend  traniports  and  pravifmns  to 
Wilmington,  in  order  that  they 
mightbe  in  readinefs  to  receive  the 
troops  in  cafe  of  misfortune.  Hav- 
ing  thus  provided  for  every  poffible 
contingency,  he  began  his  march 
on  the  z.-th  of  April,  and  arrived 
at  Peterfburgh,  in  Virginia,  in 
iomclhing  lets  than  a  month. 

He  there  received  the  unwel- 
icome  news  of  the  Jofs  of  Major 
Gen.  Philips  J  who,   to  the  great 


detriment  of  the  fervice,  had  died 
of  a  fever  a  little  before  his  arri- 
val. That  Gentleman  had  been 
dillinguilhed  in  early  life,  by  the 
full  approbation  which  his  ability 
in  the  conduft  of  the  artillery  had 
received  from  that  great  com- 
mander, the  Prince  Ferdinand  of 
Brunfwick,  on  different  occafions 
of  the  late  war  in  Germany  ;  a 
commendation  which  he  juflified 
in  every  part  of  his  fubfequent 
condud,  but  particularly  in  the 
unequalled  toils,  duties,  and  dan- 
gers, of  the  northern  war  under 
General  Burgoyne. 

The   command  had  »,  , 

devolved  immediately  ^  '  * 
upon  General  Arnold,  on  Phi- 
lips's  death  ;  and  vSir  Henry  Clin- 
ton was  /ending  General  Robert- 
fon,  the  Governor  of  New  York, 
to  aflume  it,  when  he  received 
the  account  of  Lord  Cornwallis's 
arrival,  which  rendered  the  mea- 
fure  unneccffary.  He  likewife  dif. 
patched  a  reinforcement  of  from 
1500  to  2000  men,  to  the  Chefa- 
peak,  in  order  to  fupport  the  war 
with  vigour  in  Virginia.  In  this 
central  province,  all  the  fcattered 
operations  of  adive  hoftility  be- 
gan at  length  to  converge  into  a 
point.  The  plot  thickened  a- 
pace ,;  and  here  the  grand  cata- 
ilrophe  of  the  American  war,  be- 
gan at  length  to  open  to  the  fa- 
tigued attention  of  the  world. 
The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  with 
a  very  inferior  force,  kept  on  the 
north  fide  of  James  River;  and 
with  a  degree  of  prudence  and 
caution,  which  dees  not  always 
fuit  the  military  vivacity  of  his 
country  and  time  of  life,  afted  fo 
entirely  on  the  defenfive,  and  at 
the  fame  time  made  fo  judicious 
a  choice  of  polls,  and  fhewed  fuch 
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Tigour  and  defign  in  his  move- 
ments, as  prevented  any  advan- 
tage being  taken  of  his  weaknefs. 
He  had  been  in  long  and  anxious 
expeftation  of  being  joined  by 
General  Wayne,  with  the  Penfyl. 
vania  line ;  and  hoped  that  junc- 
tion would  have  been  foon  follow- 
ed by  the  arrival  of  Gen.  Greene 
from  South  Carolina. 

Upon  the  falling  down  of  the 
Britilh  forces  towards  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  with  a  view  of  col- 
ledling  contributions  at  Williamf- 
burg,  and  in  the  adjoining  coun- 
try, De  la  Fayette  fhewed  no 
fmall  aflivity  in  counterafting 
their  defign  ;  and  upon  their  fud- 
den  return  up  James  River,  and 
landing  at  Brandon,  on  the  fouth 
fide,  he  immediately  conceived 
their  objeft  to  be  the  forming  of  a 
junftion  with  Lord  Cornwallis,  of 
whofe  marching  through  North 
Carolina,  he  had  received  fomc 
faint  intelligence.  He  accord- 
ingly made  a  rapid  movement,  in 
order  to  get  before  them  to  Peterf- 
burgh,  where  the  advantages  of 
lituation  would  in  fome  confider- 
able  degree  have  compen  fated  for 
the  want  of  force,  and  would  have 
rendered  the  jundion  troublefome, 
if  not  difficult.  In  this  defign  he 
was  foiled,  through  the  vigilance 
and  forefight  of  the  Britilh  com- 
manders ;  and  the  lail  adl  of  Gen. 
Philips,  was  the  taking  pofi'ellion 
of  Peterlburgh,  four  days  only 
before  his  death.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear that  the  Virginia  militia  dif- 
played  any  great  exertion  at  this 
time ;  and  thofe  whojoined  Fayette, 
being  moftly  without  arms,  could 
be  of  little  ufe  to  him  who  had  not 
the  means  of  fupplying  them. 

During   thefe    tranfadions,    the 
impoftaat  poll  at  Ninety-Six,  in 


South  Carolina,  was  clofely  in- 
veiled,  and  held  to  be  in  the  molt 
imminent  danger.  It  fcemed  omi- 
nous (but  fuch  was  the  hollile 
Hate  of  the  country)  that  none  of 
the  meflengers,  which  Lord  Raw- 
don  and  Colonel  Balfour  had  dif- 
patched  to  Col.  Crugcr,  with  or- 
ders for  abandoning  that  plsce, 
had  been  able  to  reach  him.  The 
fort  was,  however,  in  a  better 
ftate  of  defence  than  had  been  ex- 
peded.  The  works  were  ^com- 
pleted and  llrong  ;  and  the  garri- 
fon  amounted  to  near  400  regular 
troops,  befides  militia.  In  thefe 
circumftances,  Greene  found  him- 
felf  obliged  to  fit  down  before  ic 
in  form,  on  the  22d  of  May  ;  the 
garrifon  made  a  gallant  defence, 
and  the  failure  of  provifions  afford- 
ed the  principal  caufe  of  appre- 
henfion. 

The  fortunate  arrival   y  , 

of  three  regiments  from  -^^^  3  • 
Ireland,  under  the  conduft  of  Cof. 
Gould,  afforded  an  opportunity 
for  the  relief  of  this  garrifon,  which 
would  otherwife  have  been  defpe- 
rate.  For  though  they  were  def- 
tined  to  join  Lord  Cornwallis,  the 
good  difpofition  and  promptnefs 
of  the  commander  to  concur  in 
the  immediate  defence  of  the  pro- 
vince, as  a  more  urgent  fervice 
than  any  other  in  view,  prevented 
thofe  difficulties  which  mull  other- 
wife  have  arifen.  Thefe  circum- 
ftances fuddenly  changed  the  face 
of  affairs,  and  enabled  Lord  Raw- 
don  to  undertake  the  relief  of 
Ninety-Six. 

Augulla  had  alfo  been  for  fonie 
time  befieged  ;  and  the  whole 
province  of  Georgia  was  deemed 
to  be  in  fuch  imminent  danger, 
that  Lord  Rawdon  found  hiinfclf 
under  a  neceiiity,  even  in  tliai 
t  lUt« 
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ftate  of  weaknefs  which  preceded 
the  arrival  of  ihe  troops  from  Ire- 
land,  to  part  wiih  the  king's  Ame- 
rican regiment,  and  to  commit 
it  to  the  hazard  of  palling  in  fuch 
iinan  craft  as  were  at  hand,  and 
without  convoy,  from  Charles- 
Town,  in  Older  to  reinforce  Sir 
James  Wright  at  the  town  of  Sa- 
vannah. Thus  the  bufincfs  of  the 
war  feemcd  every  where  to  multi- 
ply, in  proportion  to  the  means 
and  provifion  that  were  provided 
irom  all  quarters  for  its  fupport. 

Lord  Rawdon  marched  from 
Charles-Town,  with  foinething 
more  than  1700  foot,  and  150 
horfe,  for  the  relief  of  Ninety-Six, 
in  four  days  after  the  arrival  of 
the  troops  from  Ireland.  He  was 
joined  on  the  way  by  Col.  Doyle, 
with  the  troops  which  he  had  left 
at  Monk's  Corner  ;  and  he  prefTed 
his  march  with  all  the  rapidity 
which  the  excefiive  heat  of  the 
»veather  would  permit.  To  pre- 
vent the  enemy's  detachments  on 
the  Congaree,  and  other  parts  on 
the  eailern  fide,  from  reinforcing 
Greene,  vshile  he  was  pulhing  for- 
wards, he  deviated  from  the 
coarfe  which  he  otherwife  would 
have  taken,  and  keeping  conli- 
derably  more  to  the  right,  pnfied 
the  litlle  Saluda,  near  its  junction 
with  the  greater  river  of  thatnamc. 
This  route,  however,  enabled  a 
Colonel  Middleton,  who  was  on 
his  way  from  the  Congarees,  with 
about  300  cavalry  and  mounted 
militia,  -to  endeavour  to  harrafs 
his  rear,  and  particularly  to  obt 
ftrucl  the  parties  which  were  ne- 
cclTarily  engaged  in  collediug 
cattle  for  the  fupport  of  the  army. 
After  giving  fome  trouble  of  this 
nature,  Middleton  being  trained 
into  a  well  faid  an;bu!ji,  was  fpi- 


ritedly  charged  by  Major  Coffin, 
at  the  head  of  the  royal  cavalry, 
and  his  party  was  fo  completely 
routed  anddifperfed,  as  never  again 
to  appear  during  the  march. 

Lord  Rawd.)n  received  intelli- 
gence on  his  march  of  the  lofs  of 
Auguf^::  •  that  the  forces  employ- 
ed in  the  reduilion  of  that  place 
had  joined  Gijene;  -and  that  the 
latter  was  determined,  rather  than 
give  up  his  point  at  Ninety-Six, 
to  ftand  an  aition.  But  that  com- 
mander did  not  think  himfelf  in 
condition  to  hazard  the  encoun- 
ter of  fo  formidable  a  foe  from 
without,  while  his  hands  were  ful- 
ly occupied  by  the  exertions  of 
an  enemy  within,  who  had  from 
the  beginning  given  conftant  proofs 
of  their  determined  courage  and 
refolution  ;  and  flill  inuch  lefs, 
could  his  force  admit  of  fuch  a 
divilion,  as  vvould  enable  him, 
with  any  profpeft  of  fucccfs,  to 
encounter  Lord  Rawdon  on  his 
way,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
leave  fuch  a  ftrength  behind,  as 
would  be  neceffiiry  for  guarding 
the  works,  and  overaweing  the 
garrifon.  He  was  likewife  difap» 
pointed  by  Sumpter,  to  whom  he 
had  fent  inilructions  to  join  him 
with  all  the  force  that  could  be 
colletfted  on  the  fide  of  the  Con- 
garee,  with  a  view,  as  he  fays 
himfelf,  of  fighting  the  Britilh 
army  on  its  way  ;  biJt  whether  it 
proceeded  from  fome  flownefs  in 
his  movements,  or  from  unavoid- 
able delay,  the  jun«Elion  was  not 
effedlcd  in  time,  and  the  route 
taken  by  Lord  Rawdon  for  the 
purpofe,  rendered  it  afterwards 
impraflicable.  0 

But  exclufivc  of  thefe  caufes,  he 
was  not  now  to  learn,  the  great 
fuperiority  of  his   enemy,   in  all 
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field  or  general  engagements.  Nor 
in  faft,  was  his  force  very  confi- 
derable  in  refpedl  even  to  num- 
ber, and  it  was  ftill  much  lefs  (o 
in  point  of  eftimation.  His  con- 
tinental, or  regular  troops,  form- 
ed but  a  diminutive  part  of  the 
whole  ;  and  the  others,  whatever 
fervice  they  might  be  of  in  their 
own  way,  were  of  very  little  in 
regular  adtion.  On  the  other  hand, 
he  knew  that  the  troops  that 
were  marching  againit  him,  were 
frefh,  excellent,  and  that  thofe 
who  were  newly  arrived  were  par- 
ticularly full  of  ardour  for  an  op- 
portunity to  fignalize  then^.felves. 

He  however  faw,  that  fome- 
thing  muft  neceflarily  be  attempt- 
ed ;  and  that  even  the  running  of 
fome  rifque,  which  v.ould  not  be 
too  decilive  in  it^  woril  confe- 
quences,  could  fccrcely,  in  the 
prefent  circumllances,  be  conftru- 
ed  into  imprudence.  He  had  al- 
ready pu filed  his  fi.p  very  clofe 
to  the  principal  redoubt  of  the 
fort  at  Ninety-Six,  and  had  near- 
ly completed  a  fubtcrrancous  paf- 
fage  into  the  ditch  ;  but  his  ar- 
tillery had  failed  in  their  effect, 
and  the  works  of  the  fort  had  yet 
fuffered  lictle.  The  nearnefs  of 
Lord  Rawdon  left  no  time  for 
proceeding  farther  by  regular  ap- 
proach ;  and  as  he  could  not  ven- 
ture an  engagement,  he  itiuft  ei- 
ther abandon  the  place  ihamefully 
without  an  attempt,  or  hazard  a 
premature  alTault. 

,  1         Gen.  Greene  deter- 

lune  loth.      .      ,  ,     , 

•'  ^        mined  upon  tlie  I:uter. 

The  attack  was  made  before  day  ; 
and  the  Amfricnns  who  were  ap- 
pointed to  ftorm  the  redoubt  dif- 
played  an  .  undaunted  courage. 
The  garrifon  received  them  with 
eijual  gallantry.     Scarcely  an  olfi- 


cer  or  private  man  who  entered 
the  ditch,  but  was  either  killed 
or  wounded  ;  and  yet,  though  the 
impraflicability  of  the  attempt 
foon  became  as  obvious  to  all  as 
its  danger,  no  one  betrayed  by  a 
fingle  movement,  the  Aiialleil  in- 
dication of  quitting  his  ground. 
The  commander  feeing  io  many 
brave  men  fruitlefsly  fall,  and  that 
fortune  or  chance,  which  fo  often, 
befriend  bold  enterprize,  (hewed 
no  dirpcfition  at  all  of  ading  in 
their  favour,  put  an  end  to  the 
combat,  before  it  became  more 
ruinous,  by  calling  off  the  remain- 
der foon  after  day  light. 

As  Greene  fcarcely  lefs  than  ex- 
pefted  what  now  really  happened^ 
he  had  accordingly  provided  for 
the  event.  All  the  heavy  baggage 
and  incumbrances  of  the  camp, 
had  been  previoufly  difpatched. 
acrofs  the  Saluda;  whither,  upoa 
this  repulfe,  he  alfo  immediate- 
ly retired  with  his  whole  force. 
Thcuj^h  the  Americans  loil  fome 
valuable  officers,  and  not  a  few  pri- 
vate men,  in  this  attack,  yet  the 
number  adually  llain  (as  frequent- 
ly happens  in  fuch  cafes)  was  much 
below  what  might  have  been  ex- 
pelled. Nothing  could  exceed  the 
condudl  and  finnnefs  of  the  gover- 
nor and  garrifon,  whether  in  the 
affault,.  or  during  every  previous 
part  of  the  firgc. 

Lord  Rawdon  arrived  at  Ninety- 
Six  on  t!:e  21  ft  of  June;  and  having 
received  intelligence  that  Greene 
had  halted  in  a  ibor.g  pofitinn  be- 
hind Bulh  River,  at  about  16  miles 
diltancc,  and  that  he  was  likrwilb 
Hill  incumbered  with  fome  wag- 
gons and  baggage, that  ailive com- 
mander put  his  fatigued  troops 
again  in  motion,  and  croffed  tl:e 
Saluda  on  the  following  nipht  in 

his 
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his  purfuit;  every  kind  of  baggage, 
even  the  men's  packs,  being  left 
behind  at  Ninety- Six.  Greene 
was,  however,  fo  well  acquainted 
row  witii  the  charader  of  his  ene- 
my, and  {o  well  guarded  againft 
iurprize,  that  the  Britilh  troops 
had  fcarcely  pafTed  the  Saluda, 
when  he  moved  with  the  utmofl 
expedition  from  Bufli  River.  Lord 
Rawdon  purfued  him  with  the  ut- 
moll  rapidity ;  and  arrived  at  the 
iords  of  the  Ennoree,  forty  miles 
from  Ninety-Six,  within  two  hours 
of  the  time  that  Greene's  army  had 
pafled  them.  The  troops  were  fo 
ipent  with  fatigue,  and  overcome 
by  the  heat,  that  it  was  impoffible 
to  do  more ;  but  Greene  was  fo 
apprehenfive  of  his  enemies,  that 
he  continued  his  retreat,  or  rather 
flight,  without  ceafing,  until  he 
had  pafTed  both  the  Tyger  and  the 
Broad  Rivers. 

The  Britifh  commander  found 
it  necefTary  to  abandon  the  poft  of 
Ninety-Six;  but  as  he  would  not 
omit  nny  mark  of  attention  to  the 
loyalills  of  that  country,  much 
lefs  have  it  imagined  that  they 
were  abandoned,  he  ordered  that 
the  principals  Ihould  be  convened, 
and  propofals  made  to  them — Tiiat 
if  they  would  keep  together,  and 
undertake  the  defence  of  the  dif- 
triit  again  11  their  own  difafFeCled 
inhabitants,  a  fmall  party  Ihould 
be  left  to  keep  thera  in  counte- 
nance, with  the  farther  encou- 
ragement, that  detachments  from 
the  Congarces  fhculd  at  all  times 
be  fent  to  their  fupporC,  equiva- 
lent to  any  force  which  Greene 
mijht  difpatch  to  invade  their  ter- 
ritory ;  and  that  on  the  other  hand, 
care  (hould  be  taken  to  provide  for 
the  removal  of  fuch  families  as 
ftiould  prefer  to  be  lixed  upon  the 


abandoned  plantations,  within  the 
new  frontier,  which  was  now  in- 
tended to  be  ellablilhed. — The  re- 
fult  was,  that  the  loyalifts  deter- 
mined, for  the  fecurity  and  pre- 
fervation  of  their  families,  to  bring 
them  away  under  the  proteftion  of 
the  army  ;  with  the  farther  view, 
when  they  were  fettled  within  the 
afiigned  limits,  that  the  men  fhould 
be  embodied,  in  order  to  make  in- 
curfions  into  the  difafFefted  fettle- 
ments. 

As  Lord  Rawdon's  impatience 
to  profecute  the  bufinefs  of  ihff 
campaign,  would  not  admit  of  his 
waiting  for  this  determination, 
he  left  Colonel  Cruger  behind, 
with  much  the  greater  part  of 
his  force,  for  the  purpofe  of  car- 
rying it  into  execution  ;  while 
he  marched  himfelf,  with  800  in- 
fantry, and  fixty  horfe,  for  the 
Congarees. 

He  had  previoufly  written,  when 
on  his  way  to  Ninety-Six,  to  Col. 
Balfour,  Hating  the  expediency 
of  fending  a  llrong  corps  from 
Charles-Town  to  Orangeburgh, 
as  a  provifion  againft  any  linhter 
event  that  might  poflibly  happen. 
Upon  Balfour's  application  to 
Colonel  Gould,  he  immediately 
granted  a  battalion  of  his  corps 
for  that  purpofe  ;  and  Lord  Raw- 
don, before  his  departure  from 
Ninety-Six,  had,  in  confpquence, 
received  advice  from  l^.e  com- 
mandant of  Charles-Town,  not 
only  of  Gould's  compliance,  but 
that  the  3d  regiment  was  under 
orders  to  arrive  at  Orangeburgh 
by  a  fpecified  day,  and  there  to 
wait  his  inrtrudions  ;  and  as  if 
it  were  to  remove  every  pofllbility 
of  doubt,  he  received  a  fucceed- 
ing  letter  from  Col.  Stuart,  who 
commanded  thai  regiment,  with 
informa- 
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information,  that  he  was  already 
confiderably  advanced  on  his  way 
to  Orangeburgh.  This  informa- 
tion, and  a  full  confidence  in  the 
expected  fupport,  were  the  grounds 
upon  which  Lord  Rawdon  found- 
*  ed  his  immediate  plan  of  opera- 
tion ;  and  were  particalarly  the 
caufe  of  his  leaving  fo  great  a 
part  of  his  force  behind,  and  ad- 
vancing svith  rather  an  unequal 
corps  to  the  Congarees.  In  ihe 
fame  perfuafion,  he  difpatched  a 
number  of  meflengers  by  different 
routes,  to  meet  Colonel  Stuart  at 
Orangeburgh,  and  appointing  their 
jundlion  at  the  Congarees  on  the 
3d  of  July. 

Through  fome  error  or  mifap- 
prehenfion,  which  has  not  been 
explained.  Colonel  Stuart  was 
not  only  Hopped  on  his  march  by 
orders  from  Charles -Town,  but 
was  fo  far  recalled,  that  he  fell 
back  to  Dorcheiler,  on  his  return 
to  that  place.  It  may  be  obferv- 
ed,  that  the  expedation  and  ap- 
prehenfion  of  a  French  fleet  and 
army  on  the  coaft,  in  order  to  co- 
operate with  Greene,  and  to  put 
a  final  end  to  the  war  in  thatquar- 
ter,  by  the  reduftion  of  Charles- 
Town,  had  a  great  influence  on 
the  operations  of  this  campaign, 
and  on  the  condudl  and  move- 
ments of  the  commanders  on  both 
fides;  it  may  not  therefore  be  un- 
reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  this 
apprehcnfion,  perhaps  revived  by 
fome  new  report,  occafioned  the 
recal  of  Col.  Stuart.  But  how- 
ever that  may  be,  it  certainly  was 
a  meafure  which,  under  other  cir- 
cumllances,  might  have  proved 
fdtal  in  the  event  to  Lord  Rawdon  ; 
and  which  was  attended  with  no 
fmall  danger  even  in  the  prefent 
ipftance. 


Greene  had  early  information 
of  the  Hate  of  force  in  which  ihe 
Britiih  commander  marched  from 
Ninety-Six  ;  and  had  the  fortune 
likewife  to  intercept  a  letter  from 
Colonel  Stuart,  fignifying  the 
change  that  had  been  made  in  his 
inftrui^ions,  and  the  confequent 
impoflibility  of  meeting  him  at  the 
time  and  place  appointed.  Thefe 
circumflances  led  him  to  the  de- 
fign  of  furrounding  Lord  Rawdoa 
fo  effeolually  that  he  could  not  ex- 
tricate himfeif,  while  he  continued 
lingring  in  the  vain  expeftation 
of  a  reinforcement  which  was  noc 
to  arrive. 

Lord  Rawdon  by  forced  march- 
es, in  order  to  furprize  a  body  of 
militia,  of  which  he  had  received 
lome  intelligence,  arriv-  ,  . 
ed  at  the  Congarees  two  •'"^  **'* 
days  before  the  appointed  time  ;  a 
rapidity  of  movement  which  pro- 
bably had  no  fmall  efFed  upon 
the  iflue  of  Greene's  fdieme.  He 
foon  difcovered  that  the  enemy's 
light  troops  were  in  the  neigh-  - 
bourhood,  and  took  the  neceflarv 
precautions  on  that  account;  but 
his  cavalry,  regardlefs  of  exprefs 
orders  to  the  contrary,  went  ouc 
by  themfelves  to  forage  on  the 
morning  of  the  very  day  upon 
which  Col.  Stuart  was  expelled. 
They  were  foon  furrounded  by 
Lee's  legion,  and  two  officers, 
with  forty  dragoons,  and  their 
horfes,  were  all  taken  without  a 
blow.  This,  which  in  other  cir- 
cumftances  would  not  have  been 
much  thought  of,  was  in  the  pre- 
fent a  moll  gric\'ous  flroke ;  and 
rriore  particularly  io,  as  the  means 
of  procuring  intelligence  in  thii 
crihs  of  fo  much  danger,  wjs  / 
thereby  cut  off  almoil  eniirrlv. 
This  loCi,    yvitb    the    unexpe^^.v-d 

aiTem- 
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aC'emblage  of  the  enemy,  which  was  received,  that  Greene  had 
h;i(i  already  been  difcovered  in  pafled  the  Congaree,  and  was  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  the  un-  full  march  to  attack  the  Britifh 
pxpeded  fiilure  on  Smart's  fide,  army.  That  commander,  having 
happily  laid  open  at  once  to  Lord  milfed,  what  he  little  lefs  than 
Rawdon,  all  the  danger  of  his  confidered  as  a  certain  prey,  had 
own  fituation.  He  accordingly  colledted  all  the  force  which  the 
cetermined  inftantly  to  begin  his  country  afforded,  and  feemed  de- 
march  towards  Orangeburgh ;  and  termined,  before  they  were  far- 
10  meet  or  find  Stuart  wherever  ther  ftrengthened,  to  try  his  for- 
he  was.  tune  in  the  field.     He    j  ,          , 

His  route  lay  acrofs  Congaree  accordingly  led  his  ar-  •'  ^ 
Creek,  at  about  three  miles  dif-  my  within  four  miles  of  the  Bri- 
tance;  a  broad  piece  of  water,  in  tifh  camp  ;  and  in  the  evening,  at 
moll:  parts  deep,  and  enclofed  by  the  head  of  his  cavalry,  clofely 
difficult  banks.  Colonel  Lee,  who  reconnoitred  their  pofuion.  As 
Iiad  been  appointed  to  the  guard  their  fituation  had  but  little  of 
of  this  pailhge,  having  deftroyed  Hrength  in  it,  excepting  that  the 
the  bridge,  and  felled  trees  to  winding  of  the  river,  which  lay 
render  the  fords  impradlicable,  in  their  rear,  would  in  fome  mea- 
had  then  polled  himJelf  behind  fure  remedy  the  total  want  of  ca- 
tbe  creek,  with  a  confiderable  valry,  by  ferving  as  a  cover,  to 
body  of  cavalry,  and  fome  infan-  their  flanks,  and  reducing  the  ene-  » 
try  of  his  legion.  The  intenfe  my  to  a  direft  attack.  Lord  Raw- 
heat  of  the  fun  about  noon,  which  don  flattered  himfelf,  that  Greene's 
feemed  almcft  to  difable  every  fort  fuperiority  of  numbers,  would  in 
of  motion,  and  in  every  fpecies  of  the  morning  have  tempted  him  to 
animal,    had  thrown   the    Ameri-  the  trial. 

cans  off    their  guard  ;    and     the  While  the   Britifh    forces   were 

unexpcff^ed  arrival  of  the  Britifli  impatient  for   that  wiOied  event, 

forces,    in     that    critical    period,  their  difpofition  and  countenance 

ferved  much  to  facilitate  the  pal-  had  produced  a  direftly  contrary 

fage.     After  the  exchange  of  only  effeft.      For    Greene    had    aban- 

a  few  incffcftual  ftiots,  a  body  of  doned  his  camp,  and  retired  with 

infantry    were   thrown  over,    who  fuch  expedition  in  the  night,  and 

having   difperfcd  the  enemy  with-  his    movement    was    fo    long    and 

out  trouble,  the  troops  foon  clear-  effedually  covered    by  his    nume- 

ed  the  fords,  and  pafftdthem  with-  rous  light  troops,  that  he  had  fe- 

out  interruption.  cured  his  paffage  back  acrofs  the 

Lord  Rawdon  v/as  joined  on  Congaree,  before  Lord  Rawdon 
the  day  after  his  arrival  at  Orange-  had  received  notice  of  his  retreat, 
burgh  by  Colonel  Stuart,  with  his  — An  unfuccefsful  attempt  made 
own  regiment  ;  but  was  greatly  by  Sumpter,  Lee,  and  Marion, 
difappointed  at  finding  that  he  upon  the  19th  regiment  at  Monk's 
was  unaccompanied  by  a  body  of  Corner,  along  with  this  retreat  of 
cavalry,  which  had  been  promifed,  Greene,  clofed  the  campaign  in 
and  which  were  fo  particularly.  South  Carolina  ;  the  intemperate- 
wanted.     A;  the  fame  lime  advice  aefs  of  the  climate,  for  a  feafon, 

over- 
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overcoming  the  violence  of  man. 
Greene  being  joined  by  Marion 
and  the  red,  took  poll  on  the  high 
hills  of  Saiitee,  to  the  eaflwjrd  of 
that  river.  '1  he  Santee,  the  Con- 
garee,  and  the  Rdifto,  were  the 
eftahhfhed  boundaries  on  the  Bri- 
ti(h  fide. 

It  is  impoflible  to  do  juftice  to 
the  fpirit,  patience,  and  invinci- 
ble fortitude,  difplayed  by  the 
commanders,  ofncers,  and  foldiers, 
during  thefe  dreadful  campaigns 
in  the  two  Carolinas.  They  had 
not  only  to  contend  with  men,  and 
thefe  by  no  means  deficient  in 
bravery  and  enterprize,  but  they 
encountered  and  furmounted  diffi- 
culties and  fatigues  from  the  cli- 
mate and  country,  which  would 
appear  infuperable  in  theory,  and 
almoil  incredible  in  the  relation. 
They  difplaved  military,  and  we 
may  add,  moral  virtues,  far  above 
all  praife.  During  renewed  fuc- 
ceflions  of  forced  marches,  under 
the  rage  of  a  burning  fun,  and  in 
a  climate,  at  that  feafon,  pecu- 
liarly inimical  to  man,  they  were 
frequently,  when  finking  under 
the  mort  exccflive  fatigue,  not  on- 
ly delVitute  of  every  comfort,  but 
almolt  of  every  necefl'ary,  which 
feems  efl'ential  to  his  exillence. 
Daring   the  greater   part   of    the 


time,  they  were  totally  dcftitute 
of  bread,  and  the  country  afford- 
ed no  vegetables  for  a  fublUtuce. 
Snlt  at  length  failed  ;  and  their 
only  refources  were  water,  and  the 
wild  cattle  which  they  found  in 
the  woods.  Above  fifty  men,  in 
this  laft  expedition,  funk  under 
the  vigour  of  their  exertions,  and 
perifhed  through  mere  fatigue.  We 
mull  not,  however,  confine  the 
praife  entirely  to  the  Britilh  troops, 
as  a  detachment  of  Hefllans,  which 
had  been  lent  upon  this  occafion 
by  General  de  Bofe,  defervedly 
come  in  for  their  proper  fhare. 
The  fame  juftice  requires,  that  the 
Americans  Ihould  not  be  deprived, 
of  their  fhare  of  this  fatal  glory; 
They  had  the  fame  difficulties  to 
encounter,  joined  to  a  fortune  in 
the  field  generally  adverfe.  Yet, 
on  the  whole,  the  campaign  ter- 
minated in  their  favour.  General 
Greene  having  recovered  the  far 
greater  part  of  Georgia,  and  of 
the  two  Carolinas. 

It  is  a  melancholy  confideration, 
that  fuch  talents,  bravery,  and  mi- 
litary virtue,  (hbuld  hue  been  ex- 
ercifed  in  vain.  This  inau' "'icious 
war,  was  the  only  one,  in  vhich 
they  would  not  have  produced  their 
proper  effeft. 


V<JL.  XXIV. 
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Great  lofs  fuftaineA  hy  the  Spanijh  Jleet  in  a  hurricane,  on  its  nuay  to  the 
attack  of  Weft  Florida.      Is  refitted,  and  again  proceeds    from  the  Ha- 
tuanna.     Penfacola  in-vejfed  by  fea   and  land.      Gallant  defence.      Prin- 
cipal redeuht   hlo-ivn  up  hy   accident,   ivhich    compels    Governor    Che/ler, 
rnd  General  Campbell,  to  a  furrender.      Wefi  Indies.     IneffeCiual  attctnpt 
on   the  'Jland  of  St.  Fincent.      Dutch  ijland  of  St.  Eujlatius  taken  by  the 
JBritify  fleet  and  army,   under  Sir  George  Rodney   and  General  Faitghan. 
Prodi <rious   booty.     IJlands  of  St.  Martin  and  Saba  furrender.     Dutch 
man  of  ivar  and  convoy,  on  their  return  to  Europe,  purfued  and  taken, 
yhcfettlements  of  Demerary,  Jffequibo,  and  the  Berbices,  on  the  conft  of 
Surinam,  make  a  tender  of  fubmiffion  to  the  Britip  government,  and  are 
granted  fa'vcur able  conditions.     Difcontenis,  complaints,  and  la^w  fuits, 
occafioned  by  the  confifcation  of  private  property  at  St.  Euflatius.     M.  de 
Grajfe  arri-ves  ivith  a  fleet  and  great  co?i-voy   in  the  V/efl -Indies  from 
Eurote,     Engagement   betn.veen  hi^n  and  the  Admirals  Sir  Samuel  Hood 
and  Drake,  in   the  Channel  of  St.  Lucia.      Sir  George  Rodney  departs 
from  St.  Euflatius  to   oppofe  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy.     IneJf'eSii-ve    at^ 
tempt  made  by  the  Marquis  de  Bouille  on  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia.     French 
in'vafion  of  the  ifland  of  Tobago.      Vigorous  defence.      Public  fpirit  of  the 
planters.      Surrendered  by  capitulation.     M.  de  Graffe,  having  efcorted 
<j  vafl  convoy  on  its  vuay  to  Europe,  proceeds  vjith  his  fleet  to  the  Chefa- 
peak.      Sir  George  Rodney  returns  to  England  ;   and  Sir   Samuel   Hood 
fails  nuith  a  fquadron  to  count  eva^  the  dejigns  of  De  Graffe  at  the  Chef  a- 
peak. 


WHILST  Engliiliman  was 
thus  fighting  againft  Eng- 
lifhman  in  the  Carolina's  and  Vir- 
ginia ;  ftill  farther  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  Spain  was  profecuting  her 
views  with  efFeft  againlt  England 
in  Weft  Florida.  We  have  al- 
ready (hewn  the  fuccefs  that  had 
attended  Don  Bernardode  Galvez, 
Governor  of  Louiliana,  in  his  dif- 
ferent expeditions,  in  the  years 
1779,  and  1780,  firll  againft  the 
Britilh  fettlemqnts  on  the  Miflif- 
iippi,  and  afterwards  againft  the 
town  and  fort  of  Mobille.  Thefe 
fucceffes,  and  the  confequent  re- 
duiElion  of  General  Campbell's 
fmall  force,  naturally  extended  his 
views  to  the  taking  of  Penfacola, 
and  thereby  completing  the  conr 


queft  cf  the  province.  The  in- 
volved ftate  of  the  Britifh  affairs, 
(which  were  every  day,  and  in 
every  part  of  the  globe,  becoming 
more  embarraffed)  afforded  every 
encouragement  that  could  quicken 
him  in  the  profecuiion  of  that  de- 
fign. 

After  fome  unfuccefsful  attempts 
in  the  laft  year,  which  had  failed 
in  the  outfet,  Don  Galvez  went 
himfelf  to  the  Havannah,  in  order 
to  forward^  and  take  upon  him 
the  command,  of  a  great  expedition 
from  thence,  which  was  intended 
for  the  beginning  of  the  prefenr. 
Fortune  feemed  at  firft  to  fmile 
upon  Penfacola  ;  but  unluckily, 
no  means  were,  or  probably  could 
be  afforded,  to  prcftt  of  the  occa- 
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iion.  A  violent  hurricane  had 
nearly  ruined  the  Spanilh  fleet. 
Four  capital  (hips,  bcfides  others 
of  clifFerent  denominations,  were 
tot.illy  Ififl,  and  all  on  bc-ard  pe- 
ri (hed.  The  lofis  of  lives  was  rated 
conHderably  above  two  thoufand. 
The  remainder  of  the  ihatttred 
fleet  put  back  to  the  Havannah ; 
feveral  of  them  being  much  torn 
and  diloialcd,  and  the  whole  con- 
iidernbly  ir^jurcd. 

The  criti<;al  arrival  of  four  ftore 
fliips  from  Spain  during  their  ab- 
fencc,  enabled  them  to  refit  fpeedi- 
Iv  ;  and  knowing  there  was  no 
Britifh  naval  force  in  the  way  to 
oppofe  them,  without  waiting  till 
the  whole  fleet  was  in  condition, 
they  difpatched  five  fail  of  the  line, 
Vvith  feveral  fmaller  veflels  of  war, 
to  condudl  Don  Galve?;,  with  be- 
tween feven  and  eight  thoufand 
land  forces,  on  the  expedition. 
This  force  arrived  before  Penfa- 
cola  on  the  9th  of  March,  1781  ; 
and  vvere  followed  in  time  by  Don 
Solano,  with  the  remainder  of  the 
fleet,  the  whole  amounting  to  15 
fail  rif  the  line. 

The  principal  ftrength  of  the 
place  feems  to  have  lain  in  the  de- 
fence of  ihe  harbour  ;  for  while 
that  was  made  good,  the  enemy 
would  not  only  be  expofed  to  great 
difficulties  and  difadvantagcs  in 
their  landing,  but  afterwards  in 
the  covering  and  carrying  on  of 
their  approaches;  and  which  would 
Aill  be  too  diftanc  from  the  works 
to  produce  much  effeft.  But  the 
land  batteries  were  not  fuflicient 
to  guard  the  entrance  without 
fome  naval  fupport  ;  and  that 
which  they  now  had  was  weak 
indeed,  confilHng  only  of  two 
lloops,  or  other  fmall  vefl*els  of 
war,      Thefe,  however,  gallantly 


fecondcd  the  batteries  ;  and  both 
together  gave  much  trouble,  and 
caufed  no  fmall  delay  to  the  ene- 
my. Their  vaft  fupericrity  of 
force,  when  it  could  be  brought 
prc^^erlv  to  bcr.r,  was,  however, 
irrefillible.  The  pafllage  was  ac- 
cordingly at  length  forced  ;  the 
landing  efiected  ;  ground  broken; 
and  the  fiege  commenced  in  form 
by  fea  and  land.  The  garrifcn 
was  weak  ;  and  compofeJ  of  al- 
moll  all  forts  of  men.  D^'tach- 
ments  from,  or  rather  the  rem.ains 
of  different  Britifti  regiments  ; 
Maryland  and  Penfylvania  loyal- 
ifts;  fome  of  the  German  troops  of 
Waldeck  ;  together  with  failors, 
marines ;  inhabitants,  (for  every 
man  was  of  neceflity  a  foldier)  ; 
negroes  ;  and,  before  the  place 
was  clofely  inveiled,  a  few  Indians, 
formed  the  motley  aflemblage, 
who  were  to  defend  Penfacola 
againft  fo  formidable  a  force. 

It  was  much  to  the  honour  of 
Gen.  Campbell,  the  governor, 
that  theie  was  not  the  fmalJeltdif- 
cordance  in  fo  various  a  garri- 
fon  ;  and  it  was  no  lefs  praiie  to 
themfelves,  that  the  whole  behav- 
ed bravely,  patiently,  and  obedi- 
ently, through  every  part  of  the 
ficge.  It  would  be  unnecefl"ary  to 
mention,  only  that  their  fate  might 
otherwife  appear  doubtful,  that 
the  captains,  officers,  and  crews 
of  the  two  royal  floops  of  war,  af- 
ter burning  their  veflTels,  bore  a 
diftinguilhed  part  in  the  defence 
of  the  fort.  Indeed  every  part  of 
the  defence  was  vigorous  ;  and 
notwithltanding  the  weakneis  of 
the  garrifon,  fome  well  direded 
fallies  were  gallantly  made,  and 
fucccfsfully  executed.  In  the  firlt 
week  of  May,  the  befiegers  had 
yet  done  nothing  that  looked  to  a 
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decifion.  They  were  not,  how- 
ever, at  all  ilack  in  advancing  their 
work',  and  the  fate  of  the  place 
was  inevitable  ;  but  it  would  ftill 
have  colt  them  couriderably  more 
time  and  trouble,  if  an  unio^vard 
accident  had  not  fruftrated  the 
hopes  of  the  befieged. 

The  principal  defence  of  the 
place  confiited  in  a  llrong  ad- 
vanced  redoubt,  by  which  it  was 
covered,  and  which  commanded 
the  narrow  approach  to  it  on  the 
land  fide.  This  was  accordingly 
to  be  fupported  to  the  laft ;  which 
had  hitherto  been  done  with  great 
fpirit,  and  the  works  had  fuftered 
lefs  than  might  have  been  expeft- 

_-      -,     ed.    The  accidental  fall- 
May  8th.  j^g  ^f  ^  jj^j^j,^  j^g^j.  jjjg 

door  of  the  magazine  belonging  to 
the  redoubt,  and  which  lay  under 
its  center,  decided  the  fate  of 
Penfacola.  The  burlling  of  the 
bomb  forced  open  the  door,  fet 
fire  to  the  powder  within,,  and  in 
an  inftant,  the  whole  body  of  the 
ledoubt,  prefented  nothing  but  a 
heap  of  rubbifh.  Of  about  an 
hundred  men  who  fuffered  by  this 
explofion,  three  parts  loft  their 
lives,  and  the  fourth  were  mifer- 
ably  maimed  and  wounded.  Two 
flank  works  ftill  remained  entire ; 
and  through  the  extraordinary 
coolnefs  and  intrepidity  of  the 
officers  who  commanded  in  thefe, 
and  the  excellent  ufe  they  made 
of  their  artillery,  the  befiegers, 
who  rulhed  on  pellmeil  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  confufion,  and  to 
ftorm  the  place,  were,  in  their 
firil  onfet,  repulfed.  By  this  brave 
exertion,  time  was  obtained  to 
carry  off  the  wounded,  and  fuch 
artillery  as  were  not  buried  in  the 
ruins.  But  the  enemy  now  bring- 
ing up  their  whole  force  to  attack 


tlie   flank  redoubts,  they  were  of 
nccellity  abandoned. 

The  enemy  then  made  a  (hew 
of  advancing  to  Itorm  the  body  of 
the  place  ;  but  the  countenance 
they  obferved,  and  the  ftate  of 
preparation  they  perceived,  in- 
duced them  to  relinquifh  the  de- 
fign.  They,  however,  now  de- 
rived fuch  advantages  from  the 
pofleflion  of  the  ruined  redoubt, 
and  of  the  flank  works,  that  the 
place  was  no  longer  tenable ;  for 
they  commanded  lome  of  the  prin- 
cipal batteries  fo  efFeftually  with 
their  fmall  arms,  that  the  foldiers 
and  feamen  could  no  longer  Hand 
to  their  guns.  In  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  and  without  the  moft  dif- 
tant  hope  of  relief,  it  would  have 
been  madnefs  to  contend  longer. 
It  was  Angular,  that  in  this  ftate 
of  imminent  and  apparent  danger, 
and  with  all  the  horrors  of  the  re- 
cent deftrudion  before  their  eyes, 
not  a  Angle  word  about  a  furrend- 
er  was  heard  in  the  garrifon.  An 
honourable  capitulation  was  ob- 
tained, by  Mr.  Chefter,  the  go- 
vernor of  the  province,  and  Major 
Gen,  Campbell;  and  that  was  all 
that  could  have  been  expefted,  or 
even  hoped.  The  place.- 
was  delivered  up,  on  the  ^  ^ 
day  two  months,  that  the  enemy 
had  firft  made  their  appearance. 

Thus  fell  the  province  of  Weft 
Florida,  which  had  been  held 
among  the  principal  acquifuions 
obtained  to  Great  Britain  by  the 
treaty  of  Paris. 

Whilft  the  war  thus  alternately 
raged  and  languiflied  in  different 
parts  of  the  continent  of  North 
America,  it  will  be  neceiTary  to 
take  a  view  of  thofe  tranfafticns 
in  the  Weft-Indies,  which  led  in 
no  fmall  degree  in  their  con- 
fecjuencesj 
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ftqucnces,  to  that  fatal  event 
which  was  to  clofe  the  campaign 
in  Virginia,  and  feemed  to  threat- 
en no  Ipfs  than  the  total  extinction 
of  the  Britifn  power  in  that  part 
of  the  world. 

Upon  the  return  of  Admiral  Sir 
George  Rodney  from  New  York 
to  St  Lucia,  towards  the  clofs  of 
the  year  1780,  the  reports  which 
were  received,  of  the  ruinous  .';nd 
difmantk'd  Jlaie  of  the  i/land  of  St. 
Vincent,  through  the  cffcds  of 
the  late  hurricane,  induced  that 
commander  and  Gen.  Vaughan, 
to  undertake  an  expeditioti  for 
the  recovery  of  that  ifland.  Seme 
troops,  with  the  marines  of  the 
fleet,  were  accordingly  landed  ; 
but  after  a  day's  continuance  on 
the  ifland,  the  ene.my  were  found  in 
fuch  force,  and  their  works  in  fuch 
condition,  that  the  commanders 
fufFered  the  mortification  of  being 
obliged  to  re-embark  the  troops, 
without  venturing  to  hazard  an 
attack. 

It  was  not  much  mpre  than  a 
month  after  this  ineft'ective  at- 
tempt, when  the  commanders  in 
chief  by  fea  and  land,  in  confe- 
quence  of  initru(flions  from  Eng- 
land, direfled  their  views  to  the 
reduftion  of  the  Dutch  ifland  of 
St.  Euftatius.  This  ifland,  bar- 
ren and  contemptible  in  itlelf,  has 
long  been  the  feat  of  a  lucrative 
and  prodigious  commerce  ;  and 
indeed  might  be  coniiJered  as  the 
grand  free  port  of  the  Well-Indies 
and  America,  and  as  a  general 
market,  and  magazine,  to  all 
nations.  Its  richelt  harvefts  were, 
however,  during  the  fe.ifons  of 
warfare  amongll  its  neighbours; 
owing  to  its  neutrality  and  fitua- 
tion,  with  its  unbounded  and  on- 
dogged    freedom    of    trad:.      So 


ftrong  was  the  fpirit  of  commerce, 
and  fo  immTfed  were  its  checker- 
ed and  tranfient  inhabitants  ia 
traffic  and  g'io,  that  when  Hol- 
land herfelf  w.-^s  engaged  in  a  war, 
the  fame  freedom  of  trdde  conti- 
nued, and  the  enemy  were  not 
only  fupplled  Vv'irh  all  m inner  of 
common  neceffiiries,  but  even  with 
naval  and  military  ftores,  as  if  m 
rupture  with  the  parent  ftate  had 
taken  place. 

This  ifland  is  a  natural  fortifi- 
cation ;  and  has  but  one  landing 
place,  which  might  bs  eafily  ren- 
dered impradlicable  to  an  enemy. 
But  hoilility  and  war,  with  re. 
fped  to  themfelves,  being  totally 
out  of  the  ideas  of  fuch  a  people, 
defence  could  not  be  thought  of. 
It  will  be  eafily  conceived,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  fuch  a  barren 
rock  were  not  very  numerous ;  and 
from  the  circumftances  we  have 
related  it  will  not  appear  furpriz- 
ing,  that  they  ftiould  notwith- 
Handing  include  in  their  number, 
ibme  lefs  or  greater  portion  of  the 
natives  of  almoll  all  trading  coun- 
tries. 

The  Britifli  fleet  and  army,  af- 
ter exciting  an  alsrm  on  the  coafts 
of  Martinique,  with  a  view  only 
of  difguifing  their  real  defign, 
fuddenly  appeared  before  ^-^u  -j 
and  furrounded  theiUand  q  •' 
of  St.  Etiftatius  with  a  '  * 
great  force ;  when  Sir  George 
Rodney,  and  General  Vaughan, 
fent  a  peremptory  furnVnons  to  the 
governor,  to  furrender  the  ifland 
and  its  dependencies  within  an 
hour;  accompanied  with  a  decla- 
ration or  threat,  that  if  any  refill- 
ance  was  made,  he  muft  abide  by 
the  confequences.  Mr.  de  Graafl', 
the  governor,  totally  ignorant  of 
the  rupture  between  England  and 
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Holland,  could  fcarcely,  at  firfl:> 
believe  the  officer  who  delivered 
the  fummons  to  be  ferious.  He, 
however,  returned  foraiifwer,  that 
being  utterly  incapable  of  making 
any  defence  againft  the  force  which 
invelled  the  ifland,  he  mull  of  ne- 
ceflity  f'irrender  it  ;  only  recom- 
mending the  town  and  inhabitaats 
to  the  known  and  ufual  clemency 
of  Britifh  commanders. 

The  wealth  found  in  the  place 
was  fo  prodigious,  as  to  excite  the 
allonilliment  even  of  the  conquer- 
ors, notwithftanding  their  inti- 
mate previous  knowledge  of  its 
nature  and  circumftances.  The 
whole  inand  feemed  to  be  only 
one  vail  magazine.  All  the  ftore- 
houfes  were  not  only  filled  with 
various  commodities,  but  the  beach 
was  covered  with  hogflieads  of  fu- 
gar  and  tobacco.  The  value  of 
ihe  commodities  was  eUimated,by 
a  loofe,  but  fuppofed  moderate  cal- 
culation, as  being  conftderably  a- 
bove  three  millions  ilerling.  But 
this  was  only  a  part.  The  cap- 
ture of  fhipping  was  immenie. 
Above  250  veflels  of  all  deno- 
minations, and  many  of  them  richly 
loaded,  were  taken  in  the  bay  ; 
cxcliffivc  of  a  Dutch  frigate  of 
war,  of  38.  guns,  and  five  leficr 
ones. 

The  neighbouring  fmall  iflands 
of  St.  Martin  and  Saba,  were 
reduced  in  the  fame  manner  ;  and 
Sir  George  Rodney  having  in- 
formation, that  a  iieet  of  about 
go  large  fhips,  richly  laden  with  fu- 
gar,  and  other  Weft- India  commo- 
dities, had,  juft  before  his  arrival, 
failed  from  Euflatius  for  Holland, 
under  convoy  of  a  flag  (hip  of  fixty 
guns,  he  immediately  difpatched 
the  Monarch   and   Panther,  with 


the  Sybil  frigate,  in  purfuit  of 
them.  Thefe  foon  overtook  the 
convoy  ;  and  the  Dutch  admiral 
refufing  to  llrike  his  colours,  (for 
he  had  refrained,  as  he  faw  he 
could  not  fupport  i^  from  hoill- 
iog  his  flag,  upon  a  principle  of 
naval  if  not  national  honour)  and 
all  remonftrances  proving  ineffec- 
tual to  fubdue  his  obilinacy,  a 
fliort  engagement  took  place  be- 
tween him,  in-  the  Mars,  and 
Capt.  Reynolds  in  the  Monarch  ; 
in  svhich  the  former  died  bravely 
in  defence  of  his  fliip.  The  Mars 
then  immediately  ftruck  ;  and 
the  Panther  and  Sybil  having  in 
the  mean  time  retrained  the 
flight  and  feparatioa  of  the  mer- 
chantmen, the  whole  convoy  was 
taken. 

'I'his  was  one  of  the  fevereft 
blows  that  Holland  could  have  re- 
ceived. The  Dutch  Well;. India 
company,  with  the  maglrtracy  and 
citizens  of  Amfterdam,  were  un- 
dubtedly  great  fufi^erers  upon  the 
occafion.  But  the  greatelt  weight 
of  the  calamity  feems  to  have  fal- 
len upon  the  Britifii  merchants, 
who  confiding  in  the  neutrality  of 
the  place,  and  in  fome  afts  of  par- 
liament, made  to  encourage  the 
bringing  of  their  property  from 
the  iflands  lately  taken  by  the 
French,  had  accumulated  a  great 
quantity  of  Weft-India  produce, 
as  well  as  of  European  goods,  in 
this  place,  for  all  the  property 
was  indikriminately  feized,  inven- 
toried, and  declared  to  be  confif- 
cated. 

The  keeping  up  of  Dutch  co- 
lours in  the  nominal  fort  at  St. 
Euftatius,  rendered  it  for  fome  time 
a  decoy  to  French,  Dutch,  and 
American  veflels ;  a  confiderable 
Aumbe;; 
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tiumber  of  which  fell  accordingly 
into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors 
without  trouble. 

As  the  immediate  pafiion  ufual- 
ly  prefides  over,  if  it  does  not  en- 
tirely fuperfede  all  former,  fo  our 
new  enemy  feemed  now  to  abi'orb 
the  whole  body  of  our  wrath.  In 
the  Weft  Indies  particularly,  the 
late  fucce/fes,  and  the  immenfe 
rewards  which  they  afforded,  di- 
refted  all  the  views  of  rapine,  if 
not  of  ambition,  to  the  Dutch  fct- 
tlements,  which  were  totally  de- 
fencelefs ;  and  indeed,  ic  feemed 
for  a  lime,  as  if  it  had  been  en- 
tirely forgotten,  that  we  had  any 
•ther  enemy  to  encounter.  Jc 
was  impofiible  that  this  dream 
could  lail  long.  And,  like  other 
illufions  of  the  fame  nature,  the 
awaking  was  attended  with  difap- 
pointmenr,  trouble,  anddifmay. 

A  fquadron  of  privateers,  moll:- 
ly  belonging  to  Briftol,  as  foon  as 
they  heard  of  the  rupture  v.ith 
Holland,  boldly  entered  yie  ri- 
vers of  Demcrary  and  Ifiequibo, 
which  were  deemed  highly  dan- 
gerous, if  not  utterly  unnaviga- 
ble  to  ftrangers,  and  with  no 
fmall  degree  of  courage  and  cp- 
tcrprize,  brought  out,  fron.  under 
the  guns  of  the  Dutch  forts  and 
batteries,  almoll  all  the  veflels  of 
any  value  in  either  river.  The 
prizes  were  confiderable.  And  as 
it  was  impofTible  for  the  privitecrs 
to  be  yet  provided  with  letters 
of  marque  and  reprizal  againft  the 
new  and  unexpeded  enemy,  they 
trufted  to  the  honour  of  govern- 
ment not  to  take  any  advantage  of 
that  defeft,  in  doing,  whit  ap- 
peared to  them,  to  be"good  fervice 
to  their  country  as  well  as  to  them- 
felves. 

Thefe  fettlements  of  Denierary 
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and  Iflequibo,  as  well  as  the 
neighbouring  one  of  Berbices,  ap- 
pertain to  the  Dutch  colony, 
which  is  known  by  the  general 
name  of  Surinam,  and  which 
forms  a  moderate  part  of  that 
vail  country  on  the  continent  of 
South  America,  antiently  called 
Guiana  ;  for  ever  rendered  memo- 
rable bv  the  unhappy  fate  of  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh,  The  principal 
fettlement,  properly  called  Suri- 
nam, and  which  takes  its  name, 
like  the  reft,  from  the  great  river 
on  which  it  is  fituated,  was  firft 
cultivated  (but  not  in  any  great 
degree)  by  the  Englifh  ;  and  be- 
ing taken  by  the  Dutch  in  the 
wars  with  Charles  the  Second, 
was  ceded  to  them  by  a  peace,  as 
fome  fort  of  compenfation  for 
theirvaluable  colonyof  New  York. 
We  are  not  certain,  whether  a 
law  fuit  is  not  yet  in  fomc  degree 
kept  alive,  by  the  defcendants  or 
alTignees  of  a  Mr.  ClifTord,  at 
that  time  the  moft  confiderable 
planter  in  the  colony,  and  who 
laid  large  claims  upon  the  Dutch 
Well-India  company  for  the  loffes 
which  he  then  fuftained,  and 
which  have  never  yet  been  pro- 
perly adjufted. 

The  governors  and  principal 
inhabitants  of  thofe  fettlements 
which  we  .firft  mentioned,  being 
fenfible  of  their  defcncelefs  fitua- 
lion,  and  being  terrified  at  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  falling  a  prey  to  ad- 
venturers, who  are  as  leldom  confi- 
dcred  as  being  llrift  obfervers,  as 
of  being  proper  judge's,  of  the 
laws  and  cuftoms  of  nations,  hud 
already  made  a  tender  of  their  fub- 
milfion  to  the  Governor  of  Barba- 
does  ;  requiring  no  other  terms 
but  a  participation  of  thofe  whicii 
had  been  granted  to  St.  Euftatius 
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^rnl  its  dependencies.  As  both 
parties  were  equally  ignorant  of 
ihefe  terms,  the  newly  propofed 
lubje«fls  were  neceffarily  referred 
to  the  commanders  in  chief;  who 
could  alone  tell  the  nature  of  con- 
ditions which  had  never  been  fpe- 
cified,  and  of  which  they  were 
conlcquently  the  only  interpreters 
and  judges.  A  deputation  was 
accordingly  fent  by  the  Dutch  co- 
lonilts  to  St.  Euftatius  for  that 
purpofe. 

I'here  they  found  that  they  had 
made  a  very  improvident  demand, 
as  in  effect,  the  terms  which  they 
required  were,  that  they  might  be 
defpoiled  of  all  their  goods,  and 
baniihed  from  their  habitations. 
For  this  was  the  general  treat- 
ment of  the  greater  part  of  the  in- 
habitants of  St.  Euftatius.  But  the 
odium  which  this  rigorous  pro- 
ceeding began  already  to  excite, 
the  embarraffments  which  it  creat- 
ed, and  the  Jmpoflibility  of  apply- 
ing it,  though  nominally  required, 
to  a  people  who  had  voluntarily 
put  thcmfelves  under  the  Britifh 
dominion,  obtained  another  fort 
of  treatment  for  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  colonies. 

A  nice  line  of  diftindlion  was 
drawn,  between  the  honerty  and 
^ood  properties  of  Dutchmen  in- 
habiting the  continent,  and  of 
thofe  living  in  iflands  ;  and  the 
point  of  comparative  merit  was 
decided  entirely  to  the  honour  and 
advantage  of  the  former.  I'hey 
were  accordingly  fully  fccured  in 
their  property  ;  were  allowed  to 
be  governed  by  their  own  laws 
a.nd  magiftrates  ;  and  had  every 
other  indulgence  granted,  which 
could  have  been  reafonably  or 
fairly  expefted.  At  the  fame  time 
that  their  unfortunate  fellows  in 


St.  Euftatius  were  obliged  to  t:n» 
dergo  the  opprobrium,  of  having 
the  atrocious  crimes  of  perfidiouf- 
nefs  and  perjury  publicly  charged 
and  recorded  againft  them  in  the 
gazettes  ;  and  were  accordingly 
treated,  as  men  unworthy  of  any 
degree  of  protection  or  fecurity, 
much  lefs  of  indulgence  or  favour. 

The  Britilh  merchants  in  the 
Weft-Indies,  as  well  as  at  home, 
having  been  great  fuff"ercrs  by  the 
indifcriminate  confifcation  of  all 
private  property  which  took  place 
at  St.  Euftatius,  and  the  former, 
who  from  their  vicinity  were  more 
early  and  fully  acquainted  with  the 
tranfaftions  at  that  place,  being 
likewife  greatly  irritated  at  tha 
fuppofed  injuftice  and  oppreffion, 
and  the  certain  ruin,  which  indivi- 
duals of  their  own  country,  as  well 
as  their  friends  and  correfpondents 
of  others,  had  fufFered,  all  thefe 
matters  at  firft  drew  out  ftrong  re- 
prefentations  to  the  commanders 
in  chief,  and  were  at  length  pro- 
duftive  of  numberlefs  law  fuits, 
which,  probably,  are  not  likely 
to  be  foon  ended.  Thefe  circum- 
ftances  by  degrees  occafioned  a 
great  coolnefs,  which  at  length 
carried  too  many  marks  of  grow- 
ing up  to  a  fettled  diflike,  be- 
tween the  naval  commander  in 
chief,  and  thofe  old  Britifh  iflands 
which  were  committed  to  his 
charge  and  protedion  ;  than  which, 
nothing  more  unhappily  could  have 
taken  place,  in  fo  critical  a  feafon 
of  the  war. 

Fretted  and  leized  by  remon- 
ftrances  which  he  defpifed,  and  by 
legal  difquifitions,  which  he  could 
not  attend  to,  the  indignation  of 
the  admiral  appeared,  in  ftrong 
charges,  and  an  unufual  tone  and 
lajiguage,  even  in  thefe  parts  of 

his 
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his  public  letters  which  were  held 
out  in  the  gazette.  That  gazette 
made  him  declare,  that  the  fettlc- 
mcnts  of  Demerary  and  IfTequibo 
would,  in  »  few  years,  under  pro- 
per encouragement,  employ  more 
fliips,  and  produce  more  revenue, 
than  all  the  Britifh  Well  India 
Iflands  put  together.  In  another 
of  the  fame  date,  and  printed  in 
the  fame  paper,  he  lays  the  moil 
dangerous  charge  againft  the  liri- 
tiih  Well  India  merchants,  of  their 
having,  regardlefs  of  the  duty 
which  they  owed  to  their  country, 
contracted  with  the  enemy  to  fup- 
ply  them  with  provifions  and  naval 
Itores ;  and  he  ftrengthened  the 
charge  by  an  afTurance,  that  his 
utmolt  attention  fhould  be  direded 
to  prevent  the  treafon  from  taking 
place. 

It  would  be  an  injuftice  to  the 
mercantile  intereft,  not  to  take 
notice,  that  (after  a  large  reward 
had  been  long  publicly  OiFered  by 
the  afiembly  of  St.  Chriftopher's, 
for  the  difcovery  of  thofe  fuppofcd 
traitors)  a  juftification,  or  refuta- 
tion of  the  above  charge,  has 
been  publicly  and  ftrongiy,  but 
without  effect,  demanded.  It  is, 
however,  too  much  to  be  appre- 
hended, that  the  diftafte  and 
heart-burnings  arifing  from  thefe 
matters,  as  well  as  from  the  un- 
happy difputes  which  have  fub- 
fiiled  between  the  governments 
and  the  people  in  fome  of  the  Weft 
India  iflands,  contributed,  in  no 
fmall  degree,  to  the  lofies  we  have 
fjftained  in  that  quarter  of  the 
globe. 

'i'he  merchants  of  St.  Chrillo- 
pher's,  who  had  foffered  greatly 
by  the  con/ifcation  of  property  at 
St.  Euftatius,  and  even  the  legi- 
flulure  of  chat  ifland,    toojc  up  the 


bafinefs,  fo  fuj-  as  it  was  in  their 
power,  with  great  fpirit.  Several 
llrong  remonltrances  were  prefent- 
ed  to  the  conimanJer  in  chief,  ir» 
which  they  dated,  that  their  con- 
neftjons  with  that  ifland,  and  the 
property  they  had  lodged  in  it, 
were  all  in  purfuancc  to,  and  un- 
der the  fan£lion  of,  rcpi?ated  atfls  of 
the  Briulb  parliament;  and  that 
their  commerce  had  bofides  been 
entirely  founded  upon  the  fair 
principles  of  merchandize,  and 
conduded  according  to  the  rules 
and  maxims  adopted  by  all  trading 
nations.  Thefe  remonftranccs 
produced  as  little  effed,  as  the 
laconic  anfwcrs,  which  were  at 
fome  times  with  difficulty  obtain- 
ed by  the  committees  who  were 
deputed  upon  the  bufinefs,  afford- 
ed of  fatisfadion.  At  length, 
after  much  application,  and  rather 
as  an  ad  of  favour  to  an  indivi- 
dual, a  note  was  given  in  writing, 
the  ftrength  of  which  lay  in  the 
following  words,  viz.  that  the 
ifland  was  Dutch,  every  thing  in 
it  was  Dutch,  was  under  the  pro- 
tedion  of  the  Dutch  flag,  and,  as 
Dutch  it  fnould  be  treated. 

It  is  painful  to  go  through  all 
the  circumftances  of  a  bufinefs, 
v/hich  drew  upon  us  (whether  the 
ads  were  defenHble  or  not)  the 
odium  of  all  Europe.  Sufiice  it 
to  fay,  that  all  the  horrors  of  fu 
univerfarl  an  havock  of  properly, 
which  might  be  expected,  were 
fully  realized.  The  beginning  of 
this  ftorm  fell  chiefly  upon  the 
Jews,  who  wcic  numerous  and 
wealthy  in  the  ifland.  Several  of 
thefe,  with  many  indignities, 
were  lorn  from  their  habitations, 
and  banifhcd,  without  knowing 
the  place  of  their  drllination  ;  nnj 
wcie,    in   that  flatc  of   pckednefs 
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and  wretchedncf-!,  rranrported,  as 
outlaws,  and  landed  on  the  iiland 
of  St.  Chrirtophcr's.  The  afieinbly 
of  that  ifland,  to  their  great  ho- 
nour, pail'ed  an  immediate  ait  tor 
their  prcfcnt  relief,  and  fuuire 
provifion,  until  they  fliould  have 
time  to  recover  from  their  calami- 
tous fituaiion.  The  Jews  were 
foon  followed  by  the  ^Americans, 
foine,  at  leall,  of  whom  had  been 
obliged  to  fiy  their  native  country, 
through  the  part  which  they  had 
taken  in  fupport  of  the  Britifh 
caufe  and  government.  Thcfe  un- 
happy  people  were  Tent  to  Sr.  Chrif- 
topher's  in  much  the  fame  plight 
and  condition  with  the  foiiiier  ; 
and  were  received  and  entertained 
with  the  fame  humanity  and  libe- 
rality, by  the  people  and  legifla- 
ture  of  thar  ifland.  The  French 
merchants  and  traders  were  next 
banilhed;  and,  at  length,  the  na- 
tive Dutch,  or  at  lead  the  Am- 
ilerdammers,  met  with  the  fame 
fate. 

In  the  mean  time,  public  Tales 
were  advertlfed,  invitation  given, 
and  proteclion  afforded,  to  pur- 
chafers  of  all  nations  and  forts; 
and  the  ifland  of  St.  Eullatius  be- 
came one  of  the  greateft  auctions 
that  ever  was  opened  in  the  uni- 
verfe.  Never  was  a  better  mar- 
ket for  buyers.  The  goods  were 
fold  for  a  trifling  proportion  of 
their  value;  and  it  is  faid,  that 
the  French  agents  made  the  great- 
ell  and  the  moll  lucrative  purcha- 
fes.  The  greateft  part  of  the 
goods  were  conveyed  to  B'rench 
and  Danifh  iflands ;  and  left  to 
find  their  way  to  thofe  enemies, 
for  having  fupplied  whom,  in  the 
way  of  ordinary  commerce,  this 
ifland  fuffered  fc  feverely. 

It  is  neceflary  to  obferve,  that 


the  accounts  we  have  of  thefe  trail- 
factions  are  derived  either  from 
the  immediate  fulFcrcrs,  thofe  Bri- 
tifh Well  Indians,  who,  if  not 
partakers  in  the  lof^,  were  more 
or  lefb  conneftcd  with  thofe  who 
were  lofers,  or  thofe  public  ac- 
counts given  by  foreigner^.  It 
muil  be  acknowledgeed,  that  re- 
fentnicnt,  prejudice,  or  partiali- 
ty, may  be  fuppofcd  to  operate, 
in  a  Icfs  or  greater  degree,  in  all 
thofe  modes  of  information.  But 
it  mnfl  likewifc  be  obfcrved,  that 
this  kind  of  evidence  has,  upon 
this  occafion,  derived  great  force, 
from  the  weighiinefs  of  the  mat- 
ter, and  from  its  havin?  neither 
been  controverted,  nor  any  other 
account  fubllituted  in  its  place, 
by  thofe  who  were  moit,  and  in- 
deed very  deeply,  intcrciled  in  its 
refutation. 

Whiill  the  conquerors  of  St, 
Euftatius  were  bewildered  in  the 
immenfity  of  their  plunder,  mat- 
ters were  tending  to  a  crifis,  which 
v/as  to  fhake  the  Britifli  powe.'', 
both  in  the  Weft  Indies  and  Ame- 
rica, to  the  center. 

For  towards  the  end  of  , 
March,  M.  de  GrafTe  had  ^^'^' 
failed  from  Breft,  with  a  fleet  of 
21;  fail  of  the  line,  the  Sagittaire 
of  54  guns,  6000  land  forces,  and 
a  prodigious  convoy,  amounting 
to  between  two  and  three  hundred 
ftiips  ;  the  whole  compofing  one 
of  the  largell  and  richeft  fleets  that 
ever  failed  from  France.  Of  this 
formidable  armament,  five  fhips 
of  the  line,  under  M.  de  SufiTein, 
with  part  of  the  land  forces,  were 
deftined  for  the  Fall  Indies;  with 
a  view  likewife  of  intercepting 
Commodore  Johnllone's  fquadron 
and  convoy  on  their  way.  M.  de 
Grafl!e,  with  20  faii  of  the  line, 
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the  50  gun  fliip,  and  the  remain- 
der of  the  convoy,  proceeded  di- 
redly  for  Fort-Royal  Bay  in  Mar- 
tinique. 

Though  the  departure  of  Com- 
modore Hoiham,  with  a  imall 
fquadron,  in  the  month  of  March, 
for  the  protedion  of  the  convoy, 
which  bore  a  great  part  of  the  St. 
Euftatius  treafure,  on  its  way  to 
Englandj  reduced  Sir  George 
Rodney'3  fleet  to  21  fail  of  the 
line;  yet,  we  fee,  that  it  was  not 
unequal  to  the  encounter  of  the 
outward-bound  French  force  un- 
der M.  de  GraiTc.  But  the  French 
had  already  eight  fhips  of  the 
line,  and  one  50,  at  Martinique 
and  St.  Domingo;  fo  that  the 
arrival  of  DeGrafTe  mud  give  them 
a  decided  fuperiority  ;  for  Sir 
Peter  Parker  had  only  four  fail  of 
the  line  at  Jamaica;  and  neither 
the  protection  of  that  ifland,  nor 
its  fuuation  fo  far  to  leeward, 
would  admit  of  any  reinforce- 
ment to  the  windward  iHands 
fleet.  Every  thing  feemed  there- 
fore to  depend  upon  the  intercept- 
ing of  De  Grafl'e's  fquadron  and 
convoy;  as  his  junflion,  freili  and 
without  nflion,  with  the  French 
fhips  already  on  the  ftation,  mud 
evidently  afford  the  means  of  en- 
dangering moft,  if  not  all,  of  the 
neighbouring  Britifli  iflands. 

Sir  George  Rodney,  according- 
ly, detached  the  Admirals  Sir 
Samuel  Hood  and  Drake,  with 
17  Tail  of  the  line,  to  cruize  off 
Fort  Royal  Bay,  for  that  purpofe. 
He  Hill  continued  himfelf,  with 
his  own  (hip  the  Sandwich  of  90, 
and  the  Triumph  of  74  guns,  at 
St.  Euftatius  ;  as  did  General 
Vaughan,  with  the  ftrong  body  of 
troops  which  feem  to  have  been, 
from  the  firft,  not  at  all  necell'ary 


to  the  reduflion  of  a  place  in  io 
poor  a  rtate  of  defence.  The 
Prince  V/illiam,  of  64  guns,  was 
then  at  St.  Lucia;  arxd  the  Pan- 
ther, of  60,  on  a  cruize. 

The  courfe  of  the  French  fleet 
from  Europe  to  Fort  Roynl,  lay 
through  the  channel  of  St.  Lucia; 
which  is  about  ten  leagues  over, 
and  feparates  that  Ifland  fronn 
Martinique.  The  Cape,  or  Point 
of  Salines,  in  the  latter,  marks 
the  opening  of  the  channel,  on 
the  eaflern,  or  windward  end, 
which  is  the  courfe  from  Europe; 
Fort- Royal  lies  towards  the  btjt- 
tom  of  the  channel,  where  it  wi- 
dens into,  the  main  fea,  at  its 
wertern  or  leeward  end.  The  Di- 
amond Rock  lies  about  half  way 
between,  being  detached  from  the 
point  of  a  ftrangely-notched  and 
broken  neck  of  land,  which 
ftretches  into  the  channel ;  the 
well  fide  of  that  peninfula  or  neck  : 
forming  one  of  the  limits  of  3  large 
bay,  which  takes  its  name  irora 
Fort-Royal ;  and  that  town  and 
noble  harbour  lying  on  the  oppo- 
flte  fide  of  the  bny. 

It  has  been  reported,  (but  we 
know  not  upon  what  authority) 
that  Sir  Samuel  Hood  made  fome 
remonftrance,  agginll  the  fqua- 
dron's  being  ftationed  in  the 
channel  off  of  Fo.'t-Royal  ffay,  as 
being  continually  liable  to  fall  to 
leeward,  a-.id  confequentlv  of  be- 
ing rendered  incapable  of  inter- 
cepting the  enemy;  and  that  he 
therefore  propofed,  that  they 
fliould  cruize  to  windward  of 
Point  Salines,  a  fituation  which 
would  render  it  impradicable  for 
any  fleet  to  enter  the  channel 
without  their  encounter;  but,  ic 
is  likewife  added-,  that  this  advice 
or  propofal  was  fo  fir  from  being 
attended 


loS]       ANNUAL    REGISTER,  17S1. 

attended  to,  that  he  was  peremp-    joined  Sir  S::mue!  Hood    at    this 


torily  ordered  to  adhere  to  his  in 
ftruftion.  However  that  was, 
whether  the  propofal  was  made, 
reje£led,  or  not,  the  fabfequent 
events  fully  ftiewed,  that  the 
crui2e  off  Point  Salines  wa?  the 
meafure  which  fhould  have  been 
adopted. 

On   the  28th  of  April,  fome  of 
Sir  Samuel  Hood's  head  moil  crui- 


criticnl  moment;  but  the  French 
had  Hill  a  fupcriority  of  fix  fhips 
of  ilic  line. 

Notwithflanding  this  great  ine- 
quality of  force,  every  poffible 
manoeuvre  was  gallantly  ufed  by 
the  Britifh  commanders  to  bring 
the  enemy  to  clofe  aftion.  As 
the  Count  de  GralTe  was  to  wind- 
ward,  the  option  lay  entirely  with 


zers  returned  hallily  in  fight,  with  him,    both    as  to  aflion  and  dif- 

fignals,  which  announced  the  ap-  unce.     He  chofe,  in  the  feaman's 

pearance  of  a  fupcrior  fleet  and  a  phrafe,  a  k^!g  Jhvt  dillance.     The 

numerous  convoy,     to    the  wind-  French  fired   half  an   hour   before 

ward  of  Point  Salines.     Notwith-  their  Ihotcould  takeeffe£l,  andcon- 

ftanding    the  fuperiority  of    force  fequently  before    their  fire  was  re- 

now  denounced,   the  admiral  im-  turned.     At  half  pad  eleven  their 

mediately  made  a  fignal  for  a  ge-  bulls  began  to  reach,  and  the  en- 

neral  chace  to  windward,  and  in  gagement    commenced  ;    but  flill 

fome  time  after,    when   the  (hips  at  too  great  a  diftance,  and  conti- 

were    pretty    well    come    up,    he  nued  fo  to  the  laft.     Never,  faid 

formed  the  line  a-head.     The  im-  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  was  more  pow- 

portance    and    em.ergency  of    the  der  and  fhot  thrown  awajr  in  one 

occafion,    occafioned    a    confuita-  day. 

tion  between  the  admirals  in  the  Although  the  engagement  feem- 
Kight,  when  it  was  determined  to  ed,  in  point  of  firing,  to  be  gene- 
continue  the  line  a- head,  fo  that,  rai,  the  dillance  prefervcd  by  the 
getting  as  much  as  pcffible  to  enemy,  and  the  ftrenuous,  though 
windward,  they  might  be  enabled  ineftectual  efforts,  made,  upon 
to  clofe  in  with  Fort- Royal  at  every  occafion  that  offered,  by  the 
day-light,  fo  as  to  cut  off  the  ene-  Britifn  fhips,  to  clofe  with  them, 
my  from  that  harbour.  rendered  it  partial.  Thus  fome 
.  ..  In  the  morning  the  of  the  bed  fhips  in  the  fleet,  under 
"  "*  enemy  appeared;  their  the  condufl:  of  captains  of  the  moll 
convoy,  keeping  clofe  in  under  undoubted  bravery,  did  rot  lofe  a 
the  land,  were  turning  round  the  man  ;  and  the  lofs  fuftained  by 
Diamond  Rock,  while  de  Grafle  feveral  others  in  the  fame  circiim- 
drevv  up  his  fleet  in  a  line  of  battle  ftances,  was  fo  trifling  as  not  to 
a-breall,  for  their  proteftion ;  and  deferve  mention.  On  the  other 
notwithflanding  the  utmofl:  exer-  hand,  the  van,  and  the  nearefi: 
tions  of  the  Britifli  commanders  to  {hips  of  the  center,  in  their  con- 
gain  the  wind  and  prevent  it,  four  ftant  llruggles  to  clofe  the  enemy, 
Jliips  of  the  line  and  a  fifty,  in  and  get  to  windward,  were  ex- 
Fort-Royal  harbour,  were  en-  pofed  to  a  long  and  heavy  weight 
abled  to  join  him.  The  Prince  of  fire.  By  this  means,  a  few 
William  likewife,  with  great  ce-  fhips  fuffered  very  confiderably; 
lerity  and  diligence,  opportunely  but  this  was  more  with  refpeft  to 

their 
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their  mafts,  hulls,  and  rigging, 
than  to  the  lofs  of  men. 

The  adion  laileJ,  from  firft  to 
]aft,  about  three  hours;  when  the 
Britifh  commander,  finding  that 
not  one  (hot  in  ten  of  the  enemy 
reached,  and  that  all  his  endea- 
vours to  gain  the  vviiid  were  fruit- 
Jefs,  ceafcd  firing  entirely;  and 
his  example  was,  not  long  after, 
followed  on  the  other  fide.  The 
lofs  in  men  amounted  oniy  to  36 
fiain,  and  161  wounded;  bat  the 
fervice  fuffered  confulerably  in  the 
death  of  the  brave  Capt.  Noit,  of 
the  Centaur,  who,  with  his  firft 
lieutenant,  Plowden,  gallantly 
fell  in  this  adion.  The  damage 
fuftained  by  the  Rufiel,  and  at 
leaft  four  other  fliips,  which  ren- 
dered them  unfit  for  immediate 
fervice,  was  the  great  lofs  fuftain- 
ed in  this  engagement.  The 
former  had  received  fo  many  fhot 
between  wind  and  water,  that  (he 
was  obliged  to  bear  away  for  St. 
Euftacius;  and  was  with  difliculty 
preferved  from  finking  in  her  paf- 
fage. 

From  thefe  unfortunate  circum- 
ftances,  the  gallant  exertions  made 
by  the  Britiih  officers,  for  bring- 
ing an  unwilling  encmv  to  that 
decifive  adion,  which  they  fo 
much  wiflied,  but  were  not  able 
to  compel  him  to,  had  the  Angu- 
lar fortune  of  b"ing  produftive  of 
fome  of  the  adual  confequences  of 
a  defeat;  and  of  affording  fo  de- 
cided a  fuperiority  to  the  French, 
as  could  not  for  fome  lime  be  re- 
fifted. 

The  French  admiral  was  not 
blind  to  the  ereat  advantage,  which 
the  prelent  comparative  htuation 
of  both  fleets  nlforded.  He  ac- 
cordingly continued  in  fight,  and 
feemcd  difpofed,  on  the  folic  wing 


day,  to  bring  matters  to  that  de- 
cifive conclufion,  which  he  had 
before  fo  much  evaded.  But  this 
defign  was  totally  difconcerted  by 
the  unexpeded  manoeuvres  of  Sir 
Samuel  Hood.  That  judicious 
commander,  feeing  that  theFrench 
line  was  very  irregular,  and  that 
the  van,  and  a  part  of  the  center, 
were  greatly  fcparated  from  the 
refl,  made  one  of  thofebold  move- 
ments, which,  by  throwing  the 
fleet  into  thegreatell  apparent  con- 
fufion,  would,  to  a  common  eye, 
have  appeared  to  be  full  of  danger, 
at  the  fame  time  that  it  could  only 
have  been  diredcd  by  the  greateli 
judgment.  The  objed  was  to 
gain  the  wind,  in  which  he  was 
very  near  fucceeding;  and  in  that 
cafe,  he  would  have  cut  off  and 
deflroyed  one  half  of  the  French 
fleet,  before  it  could  have  been 
fuccoured  by  the  other.  Fortune 
failed  in  her  ufual  favour  to  bold 
enterprize.  This  movement,  how- 
ever, totally  changed  the  appear- 
ance of  things ;  and  the  Britifh 
fleet,  inllead  of  being  on  the  de- 
fenfive,  carried  the  face  of  being 
the  aggrelTor  during  the  reft  of  the 
day. 

But  the  condition  of  the  wound- 
ed Ihips,  which  gre\V  continually 
worfe  by  motion,  induced  the 
Britifli  commanders,  in  the  night, 
to  a  determination  of  bearing  away 
for  Antigua,  inftead  of  lofing  any 
more  time,  in  daring  or  tempting 
the  enemy  to  an  engagement. 
The  French,  elated  at  any  thing 
which  carried  the  appearance  of  a 
flight,  and  might  nffoid  fome 
room  for  boafting  of  a  vidory, 
purfued  in  the  morning  with  a 
vigour  which  they  had  not  before 
fhewn ;  and  the  Torbay  having 
fallen  confiderably  a-ftern,  fhe  re- 
ceived 
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ccived  fcveral  fliot,  nr.d  fome  da- 
iii.ij;C,  beferc  ihc  could  be  relieved, 
ahhough  that  was  bcnh  fpeediiy 
aiid  boldly  dvTiie.  The  French,  in 
order  to  keep  up  the  name  and 
appCiiMDce  of  a  puriuit,  continu- 
ed in  Tight  for  the  roll  of  ilie 
day. 

The  arrival  of  the  RuflVl,  indi- 
cated to  the  conquerors  of  St.  Eu- 


hofpital,  they  fent  off  to  Marti- 
nique. They  then  fummoncd  the 
ofliccr  who  commanded  in  Pigenn- 
Ifiand,  threatening  the  utmofl;  fc- 
vejities  of  war,  if  he  did  not  im- 
mediately furrender.  This  poll 
was  of  the  utmoil  importance,  par- 
ticularly with  refpeil  to  their  in- 
tended naval  operations.  The 
fpirited  anfwer  which  was  return- 


flatius,    the  danger   of  attending  ed,  and  the  vigorous  preparatiott 

any  longer  to  the  fale  of  the  effeds  they  perceived  for  an  obftinate  de- 

in    that    iiland.       Great  exertions  fence,    feems    to    have   given    the 

were  employed  to  Jit  her  again  for  firft  clieck  to  their  hopes,  if  not  to 

fcrvice  ;  her  damages,  though  the  their  progrefs. 

water  had  rifen  above  the  platform  The  accidental  arrival  of  a  fri- 

of    her   magazine,    were    fpeediiy  gate,   and   of   two  flcops    of  war, 

repaired;  and   in  three  days  after  who  immediately  landed  their  fea- 

ber  arrival,  the  admiral  and  gene-  men  and  marines  to  man  the  bat- 


ral,  with  the  Sandwich,  Triumph, 
Ruflel,  and  feme  land  forces,  pro- 
ceeded to  join  Sir  Samuel  Hood, 
and  to  jiroted  the  iflands.  Some 
time  was  neceflarily  fpent  at  An- 
tigua, itfter  the  junction,  for  the 
repair  and  fupply  of  the  lliips 
which  had  fuft'ered  in  the  late  ac- 
tion ;     and    that    bufinefs    being 


teries,  contributed  much  to  the 
prefervation  of  the  ifland.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  mcil  foldierly  dif- 
pofitions,  and  vigorous  prepara- 
tions, were  made  by  Brig.  Gen. 
St.  Leger,  for  the  defence  of  the 
different  ports;  which  were  fuffi- 
cicntly  ftrong,  but  too  numerous 
and  extenfive  for  his  fmalj   force. 


done,     the    commander    in    chief  He  was  admir.'ibly  feccndcd  by  his 

proceeded  with  the  whole  fleet  to  officers;   and  the  merchants,  with 

Earbadoes.  the  mailers  and  crews  of  the  trad- 

In  ilie  mean  time,   the  Marquis  ing  veflels,  all  went,  with  a  de- 

de  Bouille.  vvith  a  body  of  troops  gree  of  alacrity  and  fpirit  which 

under  the  Vifcount  Damas,  landed  did  them    the  higheft  honour,    to 

M              in  the  night  on  the  ifland  man    and   defend    their  refpetlive 

a  V  I  o  1 

•'       ■    of    St.    Lucia,     which,  polls.      Thus,  every  Englifh,  and 

though  otherwife  flrong,    was    in  confequently  military  part  of  the 

no  ijreat  condition  of  defence  in  iiland,  carried    the  appearance  of 

poiat  of  garrifon.    Thev  tt)ok  poll  the     moll;     determined     refinance. 


at  che  town  of  Grofs-Iflet,  where 
they  hoped  to  furprize  and  cut  off 
the  46th  regiment.  By  fome  for- 
tune or  accident  they  failed  in 
this  ;  though  they  fnrprized  a 
tentinel  before  day-light,  who 
was    killed    in    the   fcufHe;    they 


The  natives  were  naturally  on  the 
fide  of  the  enemy. 

In  the  night,  the  French  troops 
took  a  moft  painful  and  toilfome 
march,  to  feize  the  ftrong  grounds 
about  Morne-Fortune,  which  was 
the  grand  or  principal  poft.     And 


likewife   took   an  officer  prifoner,     on  the  fucceeding  day,  the  danger 
who,  with  the  Tick  foldiers  in  the     of  the  ifland  feemed  imminent  in- 
deed; 
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deed  ;  for  it  was  inverted  by  a 
French  fleet  of  25  fail  of  ihe  line. 
Thefc  bore  down,  \v.ith  a  view  of 
anchoring  in  Grois-Iflet  Dny  ;  but 
they  were  received  with  Jo  fevere 
and  well-dire<5ted  a  lire,  from  the 
batteries  on  Pigeon  liland,  that 
they  were  obliged  10  abandon 
their  defign,  and  to  retire,  with 
evident  marks  of  confufic^n  and 
difmav,  to  leeward.  The  Mar- 
quis de  Bouiile,  aocwithllanding, 
continued  to  make  fuch  difpofi- 
tions,  as  itidicated  a  determined 
defign  of  attacking  the  ftrong 
poll  of  the  Morne  on  the  following 
day.  But  ro  the  allonifliment  of 
the  whole  ifland,  and  the  no  fniall 
difmay  of  the  French  natives,  he 
re-embarked  all  his  troops  in  the 
night,  and  the  whole  fleet  was 
feen  Handing  over  to  Martinique 
in  the  morning. 

The  French  pretend  that  this 
was  only  a  feint,  intended  to  dif- 
guife  their  real  dehgn  upon  To- 
bago. But  this  feems  calculated 
merely  to  cover  thedifgrace  cf  an 
inefFedual  attc-mpt,  and  of  a  re- 
treat. The  attempt  upon  St.  Lu- 
cia was  likely  to  produce  a  direftly 
contrary  eftcd  to  that  pretended, 
and  to  interrupt,  inllead  of  fur- 
thering, their  dcfigns  upon  To^ 
bago.  Ic  was  to  be  expetfled  that 
the  lirll  report  of  it  would  have 
drawn  Sir  George  Rodney  to 
that  quarter,  and  that  his  arrival 
would  have  been  about  the  time 
when  they  le^ft  wifhed  it  with 
refpeft  to  Tobago.  The  probabi- 
lity Teems  to  be,  that  the  French 
inhabitants,  in  their  eagernefs  to 
return  to  their  natural  govern- 
ment, had  reprelented  things, 
with  refpeft  to  the  llrength  and 
fituation  of  the  ifland,  te  be  worfe 
than   they    really  were,    and,    on 


[n. 

the  other  hand,  that  the  fpirit  and 
vigour  difplayed  by  the  command- 
ing officer  and  his  garriion,  made 
them  appear  much  better.  Thus, 
meeting  with  a  countenance  and 
prepr.ration  which  they  fo  little 
expcited,  it  is  very  probable,  that 
the  confideration  of  Tobago  might 
then  have  operated  with  no  fniall 
elfed,  and  that  they  deemed  ic 
prudent  not  to  walle  their  force, 
wh- r-  the  refi fiance  was  fo  deler- 
niincJ,  and  the  event  fo  doubt- 
ful, while  they  had  a  greater,  and 
perhaps  lefs  difficult,  object  ia 
view. 

On  the  very  day  that  Sir  George 
Rodney,  with  the  fleet,  arrived 
from  Antigua  at  Barbadoes,  a 
fmall  French  fquadron,  with  a 
ccniidcrable  body  of  land  forces, 
under  the  conduct  of  M.  de  Blan- 
chelande,  late  governor  of  St. 
Vincent's,  appeared  oft^  the  ifland 

of  Tobaeo.     Governor     ,, 

,-,         r   ^    .  ,-      .       May  23. 

rerguion     immediately  '     ■^ 

difpatched  the  Rattlefnake,  v.'hich 
was  a  very  fwift  failer,  with  the 
intelligenee  to  Sir  George  Rod- 
ney, at  Barbadoes  ;  and  Captain 
Barnes  had  the  fortune  to  deliver 
the  difpatch,  at  twelve  o'clock 
on  the  night  of  the  26th.  It  is 
rot  our  bufincfs  to  enter  any  far- 
ther into  the  controverfy  which 
arofe  upon  this  fubjecl,  thaa 
merely  to  flaM  t^e  fads  as  they 
appear.  The  commander  in  chief 
feems  to  have  conceived,  that  the 
force  of  the  invaders  was  much 
lefs,  and  that  of  the  ifland  con- 
flderably  greater,  than  they  really 
were.  Under  the  infliwiKe  cf 
this  opinion,  the  comrntfider  in 
chief  com.  r.ed  himfelf  with  fend- 
ing Admir. '.  Drake,  with  fix  fail 
of  the  line,  1  me  frigates,  with  a 
regiment,  and  two  additional  com- 
panies. 
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that  the  whole  fquadron  and  reitr- 
forcement  had  fallen  a  prey  lo  the       J 


panics,  under  the  conduct  of  Gen. 
Skeene,  to  its  relief.  At  the  Tune 
time,  iome  light  and  expeditious 
vefTcIs  were  difpatched,  to  give  the 
governor  notice  of  the  intended 
fuccour. 

As  the  commander  in  cliief  had 
receiv/ed  intelligence,  that  M.  de 
Graffe,  with  his  whole  fleet,  had 
quitted  Fort  Royal,  and  were 
cruizing  between  the  Diamond 
Rock  and  St.  Lucia,  he  gave 
Mr.  Drake  notice  of  the  enemy's 
fituation ;  cautioning  him  at  the 
fame  time  to  be  upon  his  guard, 
and  by  no  means  to  rifque  an  en- 
gagement with  a  fuperior  force; 
but  after  landing  the  forces  for  the 
relief  of  Tobago,  and  endeavour- 
ing to  deflroy  the  fquadron  by 
which  it  was  inverted,  to  rejoin 
him  without  a  moment's  lofs  of 
time. 

,  On  the  day  after  Drake's 

°  ■  departure,  the  admiral  re- 
ceived intelligence,  that  the 
French  fleet  had  been  feen  to  the 
windward  of  St.  Lucia,  and  were 
apparently  Handing  towards  To- 
bago, Upon  Admiral  Drake's 
making  the  ifland,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  30-b,  he  difcovtred 
the  enemy's  fleet,  of  27  fail,  ta 
leeward,  between  him  and  the 
land.  He,  however,  like  a  bold 
and  good  officer,  did  not  haul  his 
wind,  until  he  had  fully  explored 
their  fituation  and  llrengih,  and 
faw  that  it  was  utterly  impoffible 
for  him  to  land  the  troops,  or  to 
ajford  any  relief  whatever  to  the 
ifland.  He  was  purfued  to  a  con- 
flderable  diftance;  while  the  gar- 
rifon  and  inhabitants,  befides  the 
mortification  of  perceiving  that 
they  could  not  be  relieved,  were 
farther   comforfed  with  a  report. 


enemy. 

Admiral  Drake  difpatched  his 
fwiftell  frigates  to  inform  Sir 
George  Rodney  of  what  had  part, 
and  of  his  own  return  ;  and  ar- 
rived in  fight  of  Carlifle  B.iy  on 
the  2d  of  June;  the  fleet  did  not 
come  out  until  the  following  day. 
General  Vaughan  himfclf,  with, 
probably,  an  additional  reinforce- 
ment of  troops,  now  embarked  on 
board  the  fleet. 

Upon  their  arrival  off  Tobago, 
they  foon  received  intelligence  of 
the  lofs  of  the  ifland,  and  on  the 
following  day  were  in  fight  of  the 
French  fleet,  confiding  of  24  fail 
of  the  line.  The  Britifli  amount- 
ed either  to  20,  or  21  ;  for  the  ac- 
counts vary  in  that  degree.  Not- 
withllanding  this  difparity,  never 
were  fliips  cleared  with  more  ala- 
crity for  artion,  nor  a  greater  dif- 
pcfiiion  fliev/n  to  it,  both  by  of- 
ficers and  private  feamen,  than  was 
now  done.  As  the  enemy  were 
to  leeward,  and  feemed  more  dif- 
pofed  to  fet-k  than  to  fliun  an  ac- 
tion, the  option  feemed  to  lie  on 
our  fide.  It  is  probable,  that  the 
lofs  of  the  ifland  operated  in  de- 
terring the  Eritifli  commander  in 
chief  from  hasarding  an  aflion 
again  It  a  fuperior  force,  when  the 
great  objedl  of  fuch  a  rifque  was 
then  no  more. 

Sir  George  Rodney,  in  his  pub- 
lic difpatches,  feems  to  think  that 
the  enemy's  defign  was  to  en- 
tangle him  in  the  night  among  the 
Granadillas,  and  by  decoying  him 
among  certain  currents  which 
would  have  carried  him  far  to 
leeward,  thereby  gain  an  oppor- 
tunity  of  reducing    the   valu;ible 

ifland 
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this  unequal  conteft  is  highly  de- 
ferving  of  praife;  but  the  extra- 
ordinary inftances  of  magnanimity 
afforded  by  individuals,  claims 
particular  notice.  On  the  iirfl; 
advance  of  the  enemy,  and  dif- 
pute  about  pods,  Mr.  Collow,  ge- 
neroufly  propofed  to  the  governor, 
to  fat  fire  to  his  own  canes,  in 
order  to  diftrefs  them  on  their 
march,  and  to  impede  their  pro- 
grefs  through  a  faft  and  narrow 
country.  During  the  fiege  of 
Concordia,  Mr.  Law,  under- 
ftanding  that  the  governor  was 
unwilling  to  deftroy  his  dwelling 
houfe  and  the  adjoining  build- 
ings, although  they  afforded  fome 
cover  to  the  enemy,  not  only  made 
the  propofal  himfelf  toburn  them, 
but  carried  it  inftantly  into  exe- 
cution under  their  fire,  being  af- 
filed only  by  his  own  negroes, 
who  fuffered  not  a  little  in  the 
conflidl.  And  when  the  garrifoa 
were  retired  to  their  laft  faft- 
nefs,  the  way  to  which  was  ex- 
ceedingly narrow,  difficult,  and 
utterly  unknown  to  the  enemy, 
neither  the  threats  of  immediate 
deftrudion  to  his  property,  nor 
of  inftant  death  to  himfelf,  could 
in  any  degree  bend  his  mind  to 
the  tafk,  of  conducting  the  French 
army  againft  his  friends. 

The  fiege  of  Concordia,  iffuch 
may  be  called  the  attack  on  an 
open  hill,  where  the  garrifoa  had 
no  cover  or  (hcher  from  the  wea- 
ther, continued  from  the  25th  of 
May,  until  the  morning  of  the 
ill  of  June.  During  the  greater 
part  of  that  time,  the  governor 
and  garrifon  were  buoyed  up  by 
the  hope,  and  impatiently  ex- 
pc£led  the  arrival,  of  that  fuc- 
cour,  on  which  their  prefervation 

IH]  ffemed 


J  (land  of  Barbadoes,  without  the 
poiTibility  of  his  being  able  to  ar- 
rive in  time  to  its  fuccour. 

During  thefe  tranfadions  at  fea, 
the  French  met  with  more  trouble 
and  difiiculty  in  the  reduction  of  the 
ifland,  than  they  could  have  ex- 
peded.  After  failing  in  their  at- 
tempts on  the  firft  day,  they  made 
their  landing  good  in  Courland 
Bay,  on  the  morning  of  the  24.th. 
Their  force  was  eftimated  at  be- 
tween two  and  three  thoufand 
men  ;  whilil,  according  to  the 
governor's  public  account,  the 
whole  of  that  for  the  defence  of 
the  ifland  of  Tobago,  including 
regulars,  militia,  and  feamen, 
amounted  only  to  427  whites,  of 
all  forts,  who  held  arms  in  their 
hands;  but  to  thefe  were  added  a 
fmall  party  of  forty  armed  ne- 
groes, who  behaved  with  un- 
daunted courage  in  fome  defperate 
fervice. 

After  fome  emulation  about 
potts,  and  attempts  to  impede 
the  progrefs  of  the  enemy.  Gov. 
Fergufon,  with  the  troops  and 
militia,  retired  to  a  poll  called 
Concordia:  which  is  a  naturally 
ftrong  high  ground,  that  com- 
mands a  view  of  both  fides  of  the 
ifland  ;  a  circumltance  which 
made  it  particularly  iniereftlng  to 
the  defendants.  There  they  were 
inverted,  as  clofely  as  the  nature 
and  difficulty  of  the  ground  would 
admit;  M.  de  Blanchelande  hav- 
ing in  vain  endeavoured  to  terrify 
the  militia  into  a  defenion  of  their 
arms,  by  thrcatning  plunder  and 
confilcrtiion  to  their  plantations,  if 
they  did  not  returu  within  a  fhort 
given  time  to  them. 

The  fpirit  and  patriotifm  fhewn 
by  the  planters  in  gtneral  during 
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fcemed  to  depend.  We  have  al- 
ready feen  that  they  were  difap- 
pointed. 

The  whole  French  fieet,  with 
the  Marquis  de  Bouille,  and  a 
ftrong  reinforcement  of  troops 
from  Martinique,  had  arrived  off 
the  ifland  before  the  Englifh  fuc- 
cours ;  and  Admiral  Drake's  let- 
ter, which  was  received  in  the 
morning  of  the  30th,  and  an- 
nounced his  bringing  528  land 
forces  to  their  relief,  was  accom- 
panied with,  or  fpeedily  followed 
by  intelligence,  that  he  had  fallen 
in  with,  and  was  therefore  mod 
probably  taken  by  the  enemy. 
The  Marquis  de  Bouille,  with  his 
forces,  were  landed  on  that  even- 
ing ;  and  on  the  following  day 
joined  thofe  before  Concordia. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  French 
had  taken  poffeffion  of  feveral  of 
the  neighbouring  hills,  fome  of 
which  overlooked  that  place,  and 
of  other  neEr  and  advantageous 
ports  and  approaches,  which  led 
to  their  defign  of  carrying  it  by 
florm  in  the  night ;  a  meafure 
which  they  had  already  tried,  but 
had  failed  through  the  errorof  their 
guides,  in  miffing  the  right  path  in 
the  dark.  Under  a  knowledge  of 
all  thefe  circumftances,  a  council  of 
war  was  called  in  the  garrifon,  and 
the  engineers  being  of  opinion  that 
the  place  was  no  longer  tenable 
againfi:  fo  fuperior  a  force,  it  was 
unanimoufiy  determined  to  retreat 
to  a  pod  on  the  Main  Ridge,  where 
a  few  huts  had  been  built,  and 
fome  provifions  and  ammunition 
previoufly  lodged  for  the  purpofe. 
The  retreat  was  fo  well  conducted, 
that  the  place  was  evacuated  at 
one  in  the  morning  of  the  firlt  of 
June,    and    notwithftanding    the 


nearnefs  of  the  enemy,  the  Mar- 
quis de  Bouille  lent  a  flag  after 
day  break  to  fummon  the  gar- 
rilon. 

But  the  patience  and  conftancy 
of  the  militia,  and  even  of  the 
regular  forces,  began  now  to  be 
exhaulled.  Fretted  by  long  ex- 
pectation, vexed  by  continued  dif- 
appointment,  worn  down  by  fa- 
tigue, hardfhip,  and  the  incle- 
mency of  the  climate,  the  former 
beheld  their  whole  prefent  and 
future  profperity  at  the  brink  of 
ruin  ;  they  felt  that  their  ob- 
ftinacy  would  render  the  deftruc- 
tion  inevitable,  whilll  they  could 
not  found  a  hope  in  favour  of  far- 
ther exertion  ;  they  confidered 
that  their  provifions  would  be 
exhaulled  in  a  few  days,  which 
would  render  their  lall  ftrong  hold 
of  no  longer  avail;  and  all  ideas 
of  relief,  if  not  quite  erafed,  were 
now  grown  fo  faint  as  to  be  fcarce- 
]y  perceptible. 

The  meafures  purfued  by  the 
Marquis  de  Bouille,  could  not 
but  itrengthen  thefe  difpofitions. 
Enraged  at  the  efcape  of  an  ene- 
my whom  he  had  confidered  as  in 
his  hands ;  and  ftili  more  provoked 
through  the  apprehenfion  of  the 
war  being  protiafted,  from  that 
enemy's  getting  into  a  difficult 
country,  and  an  impradlicablepc-ft, 
thefe  circumftances  occafioned  his 
departing  frrm  thofe  principles  of 
lenity  which  had  hitherto  fo  much 
diPiinguifhed  his  conduft.  To  the 
operation  of  thefe  circumftances 
mav  be  added,  as  not  leaft,  or 
weakeft,  his  open  and  avowed  re- 
fentment  for  the  late  tranfadtions 
at  St.  Euftatius;  having  made 
himfelf  a  direft  party  in  that  bu- 
fmefs  by  his  fruiilefs  interpofition 
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in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
by  a  correfpondence  of  mutual  ir- 
ritation and  defiance  on  the  fub- 
jeft. 

The  marquis  accordingly  pur- 
fued  the  garrifon  vvith  the  utmoft 
eagemefs ;  but  finding  his  troops 
overcome  by  the  heat,  while  the  fu- 
gitives were  Hill  four  miles  ahead 
of  him,  and  that  he  could  not  even 
procure  any  'perfon  who  would 
condudl  his  army  thro'  the  ftrong 
country  and  intricate  ways  which 
they  had  to  pafs,  he  determined  to 
make  terror  unite  vvith  force  in  the 
fhortening  of  a  bufinefs,  which 
was  likely  otherwife  not  only  to 
become  troublefome  and  tedious, 
but  might  in  the  iffue  obltruft 
thofe  great  objeds  which  the  fleet 
had  ftill  in  view.  He  according- 
ly ordered  two  capital  plantations, 
which  were  at  hand,  to  be  re- 
duced to  afhes  ;  and  rinding  their 
dertrudion  did  not  produce  the 
defired  eifed,  he  ordered  that  four 
more  fhould  meet  with  a  fimilar 
fate  at  the  commencement  of  every 
four  hours,  until  the  ifland  was 
laid  wafte,  or  that  a  furrender 
ihould  be  made. 

The  garrifon  had  halted  at  a 
place  called  Caledonia,  which  lies 
about  the  center  of  the  ifland. 
From  thence,  acrofs  the  Main 
Ridge  to  the  north  fide,  is  a  road 
or  path,  fix  miles  long,  and  fo 
narrow,  that  two  men  cannot 
ivalk  abreaft.  It  is  evident,  that 
a  few  men  might  defend  this  long 
and  narrow  pafs  againll,  almolt, 
any  force  ;  and  at  its  farther  end 
was  the  poll  which  we  have  men- 
tioned, where  the  huts  were  con- 
Uruded,  and  the  provifions  lodged, 
as  the  laft  refort.  Whilft  the  for- 
ces refted  at  Caledonia,  the  go- 
vernor, with  the  engineers,  pulh- 


ed  on  to  the  huts,  in  order  to 
make  fuch  preparations  as  were 
neceflary  for  their  reception  and 
difpofition. 

During  his  abfence,  the  plan- 
tations were  fet  on  fire,  and  the 
threats  held  out  which  we  have 
mentioned.  Some  account  of 
thefe  tranfadions  brought  the 
governer  halUly  back  ;  but  he 
found  the  face  of  affairs  totally 
changed  upon  his  return.  The 
militia,  before  fo  refolate  and  de- 
termined, now  abfjluiely  refufed 
to  hold  out  any  longer.  All  his 
remonllrances  were  in  vain.  The 
defpair  of  relief,  and  the  fight, 
or  the  immediate  apprehenfion  of 
feeing  their  eftates  in  fl.imes,  made 
them  deaf  to  every  thing.  Ic 
would  feem,  though  it  does  not 
abfolutely  appear,  that  a  treaty 
was  already  opened,  and  perhaps 
far  advanced,  with  the  Marquis 
de  Bouille  ;  and  it  is  evident,  that 
the  regular  forces  were  no  more 
difpofed  than  the  inhabitants  to 
meet  the  ideas  of  the  governor, 
in  protrafting  a  defperate  defence 
to  the  lail  poflibie  moment,  and 
that  too  at  the  price  of  irretrievable 
dellrudion  to  the  whole  ifland. 
The  governor  reprefents,  that  the 
commanding  officer  accordingly  re» 
fufed  to  obey  his  orders  in  taking 
pofl'eflion  of  the  pifs  which  led  to 
thehuts;  and  that  the  regular  forces 
determined  to  capitulate  without 
his  confent. 

The  governor,  at  firft,  refufed 
to  have  any  fliare  in  the  capitula- 
tion ;  but  finding  that  the  current 
was  too  ftrong  to  be  by  an/  n.eans 
refilled,  and  confidering  ^ihat  th« 
people,  in  th'prcfent  Hate  of  ap- 
preheniioi,  hurry,  and  danger, 
were  liable  to  agree  hallily  to 
worfe  terms  lbft.i  zuight  otherwife 
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be  obtained,  he  at  length  acceded,  having  feen  out  of  danger,  and 
The  conditions  were  exceedingly  touched  at  the  Havannah  for  mo- 
favourable  and  advantageous  to  nev,  he  then  direfted  his  courfe, 
the  ifland.  Thofe  of  Dominique  with  28  fail  of  the  line,  and  fe- 
were  laid  as  the  ground-work  by  veral  frigates,  for  the  Chefapeak; 
the  governor;  and  though  they  where  he  arrived  by  the  end  of  the 
differed  in  fome  thing5,    the   in-  month. 


habitants  thought  the  prefent, 
upon  the  whole,  to  be  more  fa- 
vourable. The  French  boaft 
highly  in  their  accounts,  of  the 
generofity  of  their  commanders ; 
who  inftead  of  being  irritated  by 
the    difficulties    of    the   conqueft. 


The  naval  operations  of  this 
time  may  be  confidered  as  the 
great  hinges,  upon  which  the 
whole  fortune  of  the  war,  at  lead 
in  America,  was  to  turn.  It  is 
not  therefore  a  wonder,  that  hot 
and  violent  altercations  arofe  up- 


and  the  extreme  perfeverence  of  on  the  conduct  of  the  naval  cam- 
the  inhabitants,  who  had  thereby  paign  in  the  Welt  Indies,  and  its 
fubjefted  all  their  property  to  the  fubfequent  effeft  upon  the  fate  of 
fate  of  war,  were,  on  the  con-  North  America.  Thefe  matters 
trary,  charmed  with  fuch  courage  are  in  the  end  to  be  determined 
and  fidelity ;  and  in  thofe  gene-  by  opinion  ;  and  as  they  rely  too 
rous  fentiments  granted  the  moft  upon  fafts  varioufly  dated  and  re- 
liberal  conditions.  A  conduct,  prefented,  an  hiitorian,  fo  near 
they  fay,  which  affords  a  noble  the  time,  whilft  heats  fubfift,  and 
example  for  all  fuccefsful  com-  the  true  date  of  evidence  cannot 
manders  ;  as  it  will  dand  an  eter-  be  fufficiently  afcertained,  finds  it 
ral  reproach  to  their  enemies,  difficult  to  determine  any  thing 
who  have  diveded  themfelves  of  concerning  them.  V/e  can,  there- 
every  principle  of  benevolence  and  fere,  only  reprefent  the  argu- 
judice.  ments  of  the  different  fides  in 
The  feafon  was  now  far  ad-  this  difcuffion  —  Thofe  who  at- 
vanced  ;  the  French  had  done  tacked  the  conduct  of  that  cam- 
their  bufinefs  in  the  Wed  Indies  paign  faid,  that  the  Britifh  com- 
with  equal  fuccefs  and  eclat ;  but  mander  had  pretty  drongly  pledg- 
the  greac  object  of  the  campaign  ed  himfelf  in  his  public  account 
was  dill  to  be  purfued  on  the  of  the  lofs  of  Tobago,  that  M. 
coafts  of  North  America.  M.  de  de  Grai'e  fhould  not  have  much 
GrafTe  accordingly  departed  with  to  boad  of  at  the  end  of  the  cam- 
his  whole  fleet  and  a  large  convoy,  paign.  But,  fay  they,  did  the 
from  Fort  Royal  Bay  in  Marti-  proceeding  of  M.  de  GrafTe,  with 
nique,  on  the  5ch  of  July,  and  fo  little  interruption,  fird  to  lee- 
arrived  at  Cape  Francois,  in  Hif-  ward,  through  the  whole  extent 
paniola,  or  St.  Domingo,  by  the  of  the  Wed-India  feas,  and  quite 
middle  of  the  month  ;  where  he  round  to  the  Bay  of  Chefapeak, 
was  reinforced  by  five  fail  of  the  fupport  that  promife  ?  Had,  fay 
,  ,  line.  In  the  begin-  they.  Sir  George  Rodney  direitly 
°*  ^  '  ning  of  the  following  purlued  the  enemy  with  his  whole 
month  he  failed  from  the  Cape  fleet,  only  touching  at  Jamaica  to 
with  a  prodigious  ■convoy  :  which  be  reinforced  by  Sir  Peter  Parker, 
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t"he  fquadron  already  at  New 
York  would  have  given  him  fo 
decided  a  fuperiority,  that  Dc 
GrafTe  muft  either  have  relin- 
quifiied  his  defign,  abandoned 
the  coafts  of  Norrh  America,  and 
thereby  defeated  the  whole  fcheme 
and  hope  of  the  campaign,  or 
otherwil'e  have  fallen  a  viftim  to 
his  own  temerity.  The  lealt  for- 
tunate of  thefe  events,  they  fay, 
would,  in  a  great  meafure,  have 
changed  the  nature  and  fortune  of 
the  war  ;  but  the  other  would  have 
done  it  entirely, 

Inflead,  they  added,  of  pur- 
fuing  thefe  vigorous  and  happy 
meafures,  the  admir-il  abandoned 
his  charge  at  the  mcll  critical  pe- 
riod, that  had  been,  or  could  have 
been,  in  this  or  any  war;  and  at 
the  fame  time  brought  away  the 
belt  (hip  in  the  fleet  from  the  fcene 
of  aftion  and  fervice,  merely  for 
the  conveyance  of  his  own  perfon 
to  England.  But  this  was  but  a 
trifle,  they  fay,  compared  with 
the  confequences  of  the  arrange- 
ment and  difpofition  of  the  fleet 
which  he  made  before  his  de- 
parture.—That  he  frittered  away 
its  force  into  fmall  parts  without 
an  objeft.  That,  inllead  of  draw- 
ing any  itrength  from  Jamaica  to 
aflift  in  countcrading  the  grand 
defign  of  the  enemy,  he  fent  three 
fhips  of  the  line  there,  at  a  time 
when  they  could  not  be  wanted  ; 
and  left  others  in  the  Leeward 
Iflands,  where  they  had  no  lon- 
ger an  enemy  to  encounter  ;  the 
French  not  having  left  a  fingle 
fhip  of  the  line  in  all  that  quarter, 
'i'hat  even  the  fending  of  a  con- 
voy to  Europe,  in  fo  critical  a 
fcafon  of  emergency  and  danger, 
was  a  meafure  which  Ihould  have 
been  deferred,  until  the  great  ob- 


jeds  of  the  campaign  were  deci- 
ded. And  that  thefe  various  errors, 
which  were  finally  concluded  and 
wound  up  by  the  fending  of  Sir 
Samuel  Hood,  with  a  force  totally 
inadequate,  to  oppofe  De  Grafl"e 
at  the  Cliefapeak,  opene-  the  way, 
and  led  diredlly  to,  that  fatal  cataf- 
trophe,  which  foon  fucceedcd  ia 
Virginia. 

On  the  other  fide  it  has  beea 
anfwered,  that  the  admiral's  Itate 
of  iiealth,  rendered  his  return  to 
England  a  matter  of  ncceflity. 
But  that  if  no  fuch  necellity  ex- 
iftcd,  the  expedition  to  the  Che- 
fapeak,  or  any  other,  could  not 
haxe  been  committed  to  a  braver 
or  better  oflicer,  than  to  Sir  Sa- 
muel Hood:  a  man,  who  the  ad- 
miral could  not  hold  himfelf  fu- 
perior  to  in  any  refpeft.  That, 
although  the  Cambridge  was  un- 
doubtedly a  prime  (hip,  and  a  ca- 
pital failor,  yet,  that  fome  part 
of  the  iron  work  of  her  rudder 
had  been  fo  much  worn,  that  its 
repair  was  indifpeniible  before  fhe 
proceeded  upon  farther  fervice. 
That  conftdering  the  great  con- 
voy which  De  Grafle  had  under 
his  charge,  the  fedfon  of  the 
year,  and  the  crazy  ftate  of  many 
of  his  (hips,  it  was  not  to  be  ex- 
peded  or  fuppofed,  but  that  he 
would  have  fent  the  greater  part 
of  his  fleet  along  with  the  mer- 
chantmen to  France,  and  it  was 
fairly  to  be  prefumed,  that  he 
would  only  have  retained  thofe 
which  were  in  condition  to  un- 
dergo the  American  fervice.  But 
that  independent  of  that  circum- 
ftance.  Hood's  force  was  tanta- 
mount to  its  purpofes  ;  and  that 
was  all  a  commander  in  chief  had 
to  confider.  For  if  Admiral 
Graves  had  kept  his  fquadron  en- 
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tire,  and  had  met  Hood,  as  was 
expefled,  at  the  Cherapeak,  they 
would  not  only  have  been  in  pof- 
feffion  before  De  GralTe's  arrival, 
but  they  would  have  encountered 
him  with  a  fufficient  force,  a'long 
with  great  advantages  of  fitua- 
tion.  But  by  his  fruitlefs  and 
unfortunate  cruize  before  Bofton, 
he  not  only  miffed  the  proper  time 
of  joining,  but  his  force  was  im- 
paired and  weakened  by  the  bad 
weather  which  he  met ;  fo  that  it 
was  the  lack  of  the  fhips  which, 
upon  that  account,  were  left  be- 
hind at  New  York  to  repair,  that 
aiForded  a  fuperiority  to  De  GraJTe 


in  the  fubfequent  engagement,  and 
not    any    defeft    on    Sir    Samuel 
Hood's  fide.      It  indeed  now  ap- 
peared, that  no  timely  notice  had 
been  received   at   New    York,  ei- 
ther of  De  GrafTe's  motions,    or 
of  Hood's  deftination  to  the  Che- 
fapeak.    But  if  the  exprcffes  which 
Sir  George  Rodney  had  difpatched 
for  that  purpofe,  were  taken  by  the 
enemy,  or    otherwife  detained,    it 
was  no  fault  on  his  fide  ;   it  was  a 
misfortune   to    be  regretted  ;   but ' 
which  could  neither  have  been  ab- 
folutely  forefeen,  nor  prevented  if 
it  could. 


CHAP. 


VII. 


Lord  Corft'waUL'' s  progrefs  in  Virgmia.     Pajfes  the  Rifver  James,  and  the 
.  South  Jnfia.      Parties  detached  to  fcour  the  interior  country.     Arms  and 
Jlores  dejiroyed.     Ar?ny  falls  hack  toivards  the  fea.      Rear  attacked  on  the 
march  to   Williamjburg.     Adlon  previous   to  pcijjtng  the  River    "James, 
Lord  Corn^joallis  fortifies  the  pofts  of  York  To^iun,  and  Gloucejler  Point. 
^ranfaSiions   on  the  fide  of  Neuo  York.     Junction  of  the  American  army 
under  Gen.  Wajhington,  and  the  French  forces  under  the  Count  de  Ro' 
ehambeau,    on    the    White   Plains.     Appearances  of  an  attack  on  Ne-iv 
York,    Staten  IJland,  and  Sandy  Hook.      Combined  army  fuddenly  march 
to   the  Delanvare,    ivhlch  they   pafs   at    I'renton,   and   continuing    their 
eourfe  through  Philadelphia,  arrived  at  the  head  of  Elk,     Expedition, 
under  the  conduB  of  Gen.   Arnold,    to  Ne-w  London.     Defperate  defence 
made  at  Fort  Grif^wold,  wuhich  is  taken  by  form,  n,vith  confderable  lofs. 
Nevu  London  burnt.     Great  lofs  fufiained  by  the  Americans,  in  the  de- 
fruSlion  of  naval  ficres  and  merchandize.      Sir  Sa?nuel  Hood  arrives  off 
the  Chejapeak  ;  and  not  meeting  the  fqua.dron  from  iVf-TU  York,  proceeds 
to  Sandy  Hock.      M.  de  Barras  fails  from  Rhode  ljla>:d  to  join  the  Count 
de  Graffe.     Admiral  Graves   departs  from    Nevo   York.     M.  de   Groffe 
arrives  from  the  Weji  Indies  in  the  Chefapr.ak,     Engagemeytt  betiveen  the 
Britifo  and  French  fleets.     Lord  Cornv:allis' s  amy  clofely  blocked  up  ok 
the  fide  of  the  Chefipeak.     The  combined  army  are  conveyed  by  vjater 
from   Baltimore,  and  join  the   Marquis   de  la   Fayette's  forces  at   Wil- 
liamfburg.     Pojls    at   York  and    Gloucefier   clojely  invefted.     Siege  regu- 
larly formed,  and  trenches  opened  by  the  enemy.     Refolution   of  a  council 
of  ivar  at   Ne'M  York,  to  ufe  every  exertion  of  the  feet  and  army  for  the 
fuccour   of  the  forces    in    Virginia.      Unavoidable  delay    in    refitting   the 
fleet.     Sir  Henry  Clinton  embarks,  ivith  7000  land  forces,  on  board  the 
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men  of  nvar.  Defences  of  York  Tonun  ruined,  and  the  hatferies  filenced, 
by  the fuperior  'weight  of  the  enerys  artillery.  Take  tvjo  redoubts,  and 
cotnplete  their  fecond  parallel.  Succefsfid  fcdly.  The  poji  being  no  longer 
tenable.  Lord  Corn-\i:allis  attempts  to  pafs  the  troops  over  to  Gloucgjler 
Point  in  the  night,  but  the  defgn  is  frujlrated  bv  a  fudden  Jlorm.  He  is 
obliged  to  enter  into  a  capitulation  luith  Gen.  Wajhington.  Conditions. 
The  Brit  if?  fleet  and  army  o.rriiJS  off  the  Chefapeak,  fi've  days  after  the 
furrender. 


'E    are    now    to    purfue    the 
courfe   of  events    and   ac- 
tion,  from  the  Weil  Indies  co  the 
coalls  of  North    America.      Lord 
Cornwallis,  upon  taking  the  com- 
mand in  Virginia,  found  the  ene- 
my in   no  condition  to  oppofe  him 
with  any  degree  of  effecl ;  and  the 
people  being  at  mercy  in  that  open 
country,    numbers   came  in  daily, 
both  to  his  own  immediate  army, 
and  to  the  corps  which   he  placed 
under   the  conduft  of  Gen.  Leflie 
at  Portfmnuth,  in  order  to  give  in 
their  paroles,    and  to  receive  pro- 
tections.     He  firll  advanced  from 
Peterlburgh,   on   the  Appomatox, 
to    the     River    James,    which    he 
pafTed    at    Weftover,    and     thence 
marching  through  Hanover  coun- 
ty,   crofled    the  South    Ann-,    or 
Pamonky  River;   the   Marquis  de 
la  Fayette  conilantly  following  his 
motions,  but  at  a  guarded  dillance, 
in  every  pirt  of  hi?  progrefi. 

From  the  South  Anna,  he  dif- 
patched  the  Colonels  Tarleton  and 
Simcoe,  with  feparate  detach- 
ments, to  fcour  the  interior  coun- 
try. As  they  penetrated  into  the 
inmoft  receffes,  which  had  hi- 
therto been  free  from  fpoil,  they 
were  enabled  to  do  great  mifchief 
to  the  Americans.  Bcfides  de- 
ftroying  feveral  rhoufand  ftand  of 
arms  which  were  under  repair, 
with  large  quantities  of  gun- 
pov.der,  fait,  harnefs,  and  other 
matters,   which   were   either    de- 


figned  for,  or  capable  of  being 
applied  to  military  fervices,  they 
were  very  near  falling  upon  the 
Baron  de  Sceuben,  who  with  800 
men  was  ported  at  a  place  called 
the  Point  of  Fork  ;  and  who  with 
difiiculty  faved  his  rear  from  being 
cut  off. 

Upon  the    return  of   thefe  de- 
tachments,    Lord   Cornwallis   fell 
back  with  the  army  to  Richmond, 
on   the  River  James;    and   after- 
wards, moving  Itill  nearer  to  the 
fea,  parted  the  Chickahominy,  and 
towards  the  lattcrr  end  of  June  ar- 
rived at  Williamfourg,  the  capital 
of  Virginia,  which  lies  fomething 
about   mid-way  between  the  great 
rivers  of  York  and  James.     In  the 
courfe  of  the  march,    beiides    ar- 
ticles fimilar    to   thofe    whith   we 
have  already  fpecified,  above  2000 
hogfheads  of  tobacco,    with  fome 
brafs,  and  a  great  number  of  iroa 
ordnance,  were   dellroyed ;  and   a 
few  of    the    molt  valuable  of  the 
former,    with  a  quantity  of   fliot 
and  ilieils,  brought  off.     On  their 
approach  to  Williamfburgh,  Sim- 
coe's  corps,  which  brought  up  the 
rear,    were  purfued,    and   warmly 
attacked  by  a  fuperior  force  of  the 
enemy;    but  alter   a  brifk  adtion, 
the  slVailants  were  repulled;  each 
fide  boalling  the  greater   lofs   fuf- 
tained  by  the  other,  as  well  as  the 
fuperiurity  of  its  force. 

The  Marquis  dc  la  Fayette  be- 
ing now  Ilrongly  reinforced  bv  the 
[//J  4  arrival 
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arrival  of  General  Wayne,    with 
the  Penfyivania  fuccours,  and  ftill 
farther  by  the  junftion  of  the  Ba- 
ron de  Steuben's  troops,  as  well  as 
of  fuch   miliiia  as  Virginia  herfelf 
was  by  this   time  able  to  arm  and 
afi'emble,   the  enemy  were  become 
fo  powerful,  as  to  reftrain  all  di- 
ftant  operations  on  the  Britilh  fide, 
and  even  to  render  the  colledlive 
movements  of  the  army  a  matter 
of  guarded  caution.     Lord  Corn- 
wallis  was  now  likewife  to  look  to 
the   ultimate  objedl   of  the  cam- 
paign,   which  was    the    eilablilh- 
ment  of  a  ftrong  poft  and  place  of 
arms,    that    by    embracing    fome 
good  harbour,  or  commanding  one 
of    the    great    navigable    rivers, 
fliould    equally  facilitate  the    fu- 
ture operations    by  fea  and  land. 
We  have  formerly  feen,    that   in 
one  of  the  earlieft  expeditions  to 
the  Chefapeak,    Portfmouth    had 
been    itrongly  recommended,  and 
unwillingly  quitted    by  the  com- 
manders then  on  that  fervice,  as  a 
pofi  eminently  calculated  for  main- 
taining by  land  a  kind  of  warfare, 
at  once  defenfive  on  their  part,  and 
extremely  dillreffing    to    the  pro- 
vince,   and  at  the  fame  time  for 
aftbrding  fuch  a  ftation  to  the  Bri- 
tifh    fleets  and  cruizers,  as  would 
render    them    entirely   mailers    of 
that  great  bay.     A  meafure  which 
it  was   expedted  would  annihilate 
its    foreign    and    domeftic    com- 
merce, in  a  great  meafure  cut  ofF 
the    communication    between   the 
furrounding     provinces,    and   lay 
them    open    to    continual   defcent 
and    invafion,    in    their  moft  un- 
guarded parts.     All  ideas  at  that 
time,  of  the  utility  of  fuch  a  poft, 
were  indeed  founded  on   the  con- 
fidence of  a   conftsnt  naval  fupe- 
fiority  for  its  protedion,  as  well 


as  of  its  being  defenfible  by  a  mo- 
derate force  on  the  land  fide. 

This  meafure  of  cftablifhing  a 
permanent  poil,  in  a  good  firua- 
tion  for  naval  enterprize,  in  Vir- 
ginia, had  for  feme  time  become 
a  very  favourite  objeft  with  the 
minifters  at  home  ;  and  feeni«, 
from  thence,  to  have  been  at  lengtk 
adopted  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 
It  is  however  to  be  obTerved,  that 
the  viftory  at  Guildford,  Gen. 
Arnold's  uninterrupted  progrefs, 
together  with  the  reinforcements 
which  had,  this  year,  been  fcnt 
from  Europe  to  New  York,  had 
excited  a  full  expedlation  at  home, 
that  the  prefent  campaign  would 
have  been  decifive  with  refpeft  to 
the  fubjugation  of  the  more  fou- 
thern  colonies.  It  was  accordingly 
urged,  that  the  war  in  Virginia 
fliould  be  profecu'ted  with  every 
poflible  degree  of  exertion,  as 
well  for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring 
the  Carolinas,  as  with  a  view  to 
the  intrinfic  value  and  importance 
of  that  province. 

It  does  not  feem,  that  the  com- 
mander in  chief  in  New  York, 
and  Lord  Cornwallis,  entirely  co- 
incided in  opinion,  with  refpedl 
to  the  mode  of  conducting  the 
war  in  Virginia.  The  former. 
Under  an  expeftation  of  being 
himfelf  attacked  by  the  combined 
forces  of  America  and  France, 
wiflied  to  recall  a.  confiderable  part 
of  the  troops  for  the  fecurity  of 
New  York,  and  only  to  leave  fuch 
a  num.ber  on  that  fervice,  as  would 
be  neccflary  for  the  maintenance 
of  fuch  a  poft  as  we  have  men- 
tioned. On  the  other  hand.  Lord 
Cornwallis,  who  formed  his  judg- 
ment on  the  fpot,  feems  to  have 
been  of  opinion,  that  nothing  lefs 
than  an  offenfivc  war,    could  an- 
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fwer  any  efFeftual  purpofe  in  Vir- 
ginia ;  and  that  a  confiderablc 
army  would  be  neceffary  for  that 
end  ;  as  an  infufficient  force,  how- 
ever fuccefsful  in  the  beginning, 
would,  in  his  judgment,  at  length 
be  overborne.  He  likewife  held, 
that  th?  red  uftion  of  that  province 
was  efix-ntial,  both  to  the  fubju- 
gation,  and  the  retention  of  the 
Carolina*.  But  as  his  whole  force, 
without  any  redudlion,  was  utterly 
unequal  to  that  purpoie,  and  thnt 
he  likewife  fecms  to  have  placed 
no  great  truft  in  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  the  eftablifhment 
of  the  propofed  pod,  it  became 
evident  that  he  felt  his  fituation 
very  uneafy  and  difagreeable,  not 
only  with  regard  to  the  difficulties 
which  he  forefaw  in  the  fervice, 
but  with  refped;  to  the  weight  of 
refponfibtlity  to  which  he  would 
be  liable. 

He  therefore  wifhed  much  to 
return  to  his  comnriand  in  Soath 
Carolina,  where  the  ilinefs  of 
Lord  Rawdon  rendered  his  pre- 
fence  highly  neceffary.  This, 
however,  could  not  be  complied 
with  ;  the  commander  in  chief 
probably  thinking  it  too  hazard- 
ous to  quit  New  York  himfelf  in 
the  prefent  (late  of  affairs,  and 
perhaps  judging,  that  the  fervice 
in  Virginia  would  require  all 
the  abilities  of  the  prefent  com- 
mander. 

Upon  a  perfonal  examination  of 
Portfmouth,  with  a  view  to  the 
intended  port.  Lord  Cornwallis 
found  it  totally  incompetent  to  the 
purpofe  ;  for  befides  the  fituation 
being  exceedingly  unhealthy,  and 
that  it  would  require  little  lefs 
than  an  army  for  its  defence,  it 
wis  incapable  of  receiving  Qiips 
of  the  line,  whofe  protection,  if 
necelTary,  and  a  fecure  ftaiion  at 


all  times,  were  the  principal  ob- 
jcfls  of  the  dcfign.  Point  Com- 
fort, which  had  likewife  been  pro- 
pofed, was  found  no  lefs  incapable 
or  defeiSlive  ;  and  the  polls  of 
York  Town,  on  the  river  of  the 
fame  name,  with  Glouceder  Point, 
on  the  oppoftte  fide,  afforded  the 
only  remaining  choice.  Thefc, 
however,  required  the  wliole  force 
which  Lord  Cornwallis  pofTeffcd 
to  render  ihem  effeiTtive  ;  and  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  upon  that  infor- 
mation, at  length  relinquilljed  the 
defign  of  recalling  any  part  of  the 
troop?.  The  uncertainty,  how- 
ever, upon  this  point,  feems  to 
have  ccnfiderably  delayed  the  con- 
ftrudion  of  the  works  for  the  de- 
fence of  thofe  pofts. 

The  hot  and  fickly  feafon,  which 
was  now  for  a  time  to  reltrain  all 
military  operations  on  both  fides, 
occafioncd  Lord  Cornwailis's  de- 
parture from  Williamfbuigh,  with 
a  view  of  pafTing  the  river  James, 
in  order  to  examine  the  fituation 
of  Portfmouth,  Hampton,  and 
thofe  otiier  places  on  that  fide, 
which  had  been  held  out  as  ca- 
pable of  being  converted  into  th€ 
intended  fortified  pod.  The  ar- 
my, upon  this  movement,  having 
encamped  in  an  open  field  near 
James  Town,  but  under  the  cover 
of  their  (hipping,  preparatory  to 
their  pafling  the  river,  the  Ame- 
rican commanders  were  now  grown 
fo  confident,  that  the  Marquis  de 
la  Fayette  immediately  pufhed  for- 
ward the  Generals  Wayne  and 
Muhlenburg,  with  the  light  troops 
and  van,  while  he  ft)llowed  him- 
felf with  the  remainder  cf  the  ar- 
my, in  order  to  take  fomc  advan- 
tage of  their  fituation,  or  to  inter- 
rupt their  defign. 

Lord    Cornw.ilIis   re- 
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the  enemr  were  approaching  about 
noon  J  and  about  four  o'clock^ 
taey  attacked  his  outpolls,  in  con- 
fidcrable  force,  and  with  no  feall 
warmth.  As  he  was  perfuaded 
that  they  would  not  venture  a  fe- 
rious  attack,  excepting  under  the 
impreffion  that  only  a  rear  guard 
were  left  on  that  fide  of  the  river, 
he  accorJingly  ufed  all  means  that 
snight  encourage  that  opinion  of 
his  weaknefs.  The  ftratsgem 
feems  to  have  taken,  for  about 
fun  fet,  a  body  of  troops,  with 
artillery,  began  to  form  in  his 
front;  upon  which  he  immediate- 
ly ordered  the  army  to  advance  in 
two  lines  upon  the  enemy.  The 
attack  was  begun  with  great  fpirit 
by  the  iirit  line  ;  and  there  being 
nothing  but  militia  oppofed  to  the 
light  infantry  on  the  right,  the 
aftion  was  foon  over  on  that  fide. 
But  Col.  Dundafs's  brigade  on  the 
left,  conufdng  of  the  43d,  76th, 
and  80th  regiments,  meeting  the 
Fen,fylvania  line,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  de  la  Fayette's  continea- 
tals,  and  tvyo  fix  pounders,  under 
the  conduft  of  General  Wayne,  a 
fhort,  but  very  warm  afti&n  en- 
fued  ;  in  which,  however,  the 
Americans  were  repuifed,  and  ob- 
liged to  abandon  their  cannon. 
The  darkncfs  prevented  any  pur- 
fuir,  and  the  Britiih  army  pafTed 
the  river  in  the  night. 

The  Americans  reprefent  the 
ardour  of  their  troops  to  be  fo 
high  ihat  it  could  not  be  retrain- 
ed by  their  commanders.  This 
circumilance,  whik  it  flattered  na- 
tional vanity,  ferved  another  pur- 
pofe.  It  alone  could  juilify  com- 
ing to  a  c\oiC  engagement  with  fuch 
a  difparity  of  force.  They  like- 
wife,  to  remove  the  impreiSon  of 
the  r^pulfe  they  had  received,  at- 


tributed the  hafty  pafiage  of  the 
river  in  the  night,  to  the  dread 
entertained  of  their  united  force, 
the  reft  of  the  army,  they  fay, 
being  coming  up  with  the  utmnii 
expedition  to  fupport  the  van, 
and  on  the  next  day  to  renew  the 
adiion.  De  la  Favette  gives  great 
praife  to  the  American  command- 
ers, as  well  as  to  the  cfEcers  and 
troops  in  general  Vv'hich  were  en- 
gaged. 

The  Britiih  general  fiiiding  no 
place,  upon  examination,  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  river,  which 
could  anfwer  the  purpofe  propofed 
by  a  permanent  pcU,  and  having 
received  Sir  Henny  Clinton's  con- 
fent  for  retaining  his  whole  force, 
on  the  grounds  which  we  have  al- 
ready feen,  returned  with  the  ar- 
my, in  Auguft,  to  that  peninfula 
which  lies  between  the  great  ri- 
vers of  James  and  York,  and  com- 
pofes  one  of  the  richefl  and  moft 
beautiful  parts  of  Virginia,  York 
Town  lies  on  the  river  of  that 
name,  on  the  narrowelt  part  of 
the  peninfula,  where  it  is  about 
five  mi-'es  over;  Gloucefter  Point, 
is  on  the  north,  and  oppofite  fide; 
and  projefts  fo  far  into  the  river, 
that  the  diftance  between  both  is 
not  much  above  a  mile.  They  en- 
tirely command  the  navigation  of 
the  river,  which  is  fo  deep  at  this 
place,  as  to  admit  fhips  of  great 
fize  and  burthen.  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  applied  with  the  utmofl  di- 
ligence and  indullry  to  fortify  thefe 
polls,  and  to  render  them  equally 
refpeclable  by  land,  and  to  the 
water;  his  force  amounting,  in  the 
whole,  to  fomething  about  70C0 
excellent  troops. 

D  urina  theie  tranfadions,  V/alh- 
ington  was  playing  a  game  of  great 
addrefs  on  the  fide  of  New  York. 

The 
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The  marauding  parties  from  that 
city  and  its  dependencies,  had 
long  been  exceedingly  diligent  and 
fuccefsfiil  in  intercepting  the  Ame- 
rican pods  and  difpatches,  by 
which  means  fome  ufeful  know- 
ledge was  undoubtedly  obtained, 
with  refpec^  to  their  internal  af- 
fairs, as  many  of  thefe  letters 
were  written  by  their  principal 
commanders,  by  men  in  high  of- 
fice, and  officers  of  all  ranks  in 
the  army.  Thefe  were  publi{hed 
with  great  parade  and  triumph  in 
the  New  York  and  Bririfh  public 
papers,  as  proofs  of  the  poverty, 
weaknefs,  and  difunion,  which 
prevailed  among  the  Americans  ; 
and  if  the  originals  did  not  go  all 
the  lengths  that  were  wifhed,  it 
was  even  fuppofed  that  a  little  was 
fometimes  added,  to  fill  up  the 
meafure.  It  will  be  eafily  fup- 
pofed, that  nothing  could  be  more 
diftrefling  to  individuals,  and  per- 
haps in  fome  inftances  prejudicial, 
than  this  open  expofure  of  their 
moll  confidential  communications, 
upon  ftate  and  government  affairs. 
The  publication  of  their  own  pri- 
vate aflairs  and  family  fecretj, 
would  have  been  alone  fufHciently 
grievous. 

It  would  feem,  although  defti- 
tut'e  of  any  pufitive  proof,  that 
thefe  moTtificjtions  fjggefted  to 
G'^-'neral  Walhington  the  idea  of 
turning  the  tables  on  the  Britilh 
commanders  ;  and  deriving  pub- 
lic advantage  from  this  fource  of 
public  and  private  vexation  and 
prejudice.  He  wrote  letters  to 
the  (outhern  commanders  and 
other?,  informing  ihem  of  his 
total  inability  to  extricate  or  re- 
lieve Virginia,  by  any  other  pof- 
fible  means,  than  by  a  circd  at- 
tack, iu  concert  with  the  French 


troops,  upon  New  York.  He 
held  out  the  difficulties  of  this 
enterprize,  and  (hewed  his  doubt-? 
of  its  fuccefs  J  but  feemcd  to 
adopt  it  merely  from  the  necelTuy 
of  the  meafure,  and  as  the  laft  re- 
fort  for  the  prefervation  of  Vir- 
ginia. He  likewife  Hated,  that 
in  the  late  conference  which  he 
had  held  with  the  Count  de  Ro- 
chambeau,  it  was  abfolutely  de- 
termined upon  ;  and  that  it  had 
fince  received  a  farther  confirma- 
tion, from  the  approbation  of  the 
defign  which  had  been  communi- 
cated by  the  French  naval  com- 
mander, who  had  not  been  prefenc 
at  tlic  conference. 

If  any  thing  could  raife  a  fuf- 
picion  of  tne  integrity  of  thefe 
letters,  it  was  their  being  more 
clear,  full,  and  explicit,  than 
feemed  abfolutely  neceffary,  and 
their  containing  matters  of  a  more 
nice  and  delicate  nature,  than  ic 
might  be  fuppofed  fo  prudent  and 
cautious  a  conimander,  would 
have  trufled  to  a  conveyance 
which  experience  had  already 
fhewn  to  be  extremely  hazardous. 
Thefe  letters  were  intercepted,  as 
were  others  of  the  fame  nature, 
and  v.hich  it  is  now  evident  were 
calculated  for  the  fame  purpofc, 
from  the  French  commanders  to 
the  French  refident  at  Philadel- 
phirj. 

It  will  not  be  fuppofed  but  that 
thefe  letters,  with  the  farther  con- 
firmation which  they  received  from 
the  fubfequent  movements  and  pre- 
parations made  by  the  French  and 
American  armies,  muft  have  great- 
ly inlluenced  the  conduct  of  the 
commaneler  in  chief  at  New  York  ; 
particularly  with  refpccl  to  his  dc- 
fire  of  recalling  a  confiderablepart 
of  the   troops   from  Virginia  ;  as 

like- 
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}ikewife  in  preventing  his  forming 
zny  fufpicion  of  the  real  defigns  of 
the  enemy. 

The  French  forces  under  the 
Count  de  Rochambeau,  being  on 
their  way  from  Rhode  Ifland,  Gen. 
Wafliington,  in  the  beginning  of 
]uly,  broke  up  his  camp  at  New 
Windfor,  and  pafled  the  North 
River  to  meet  them.  Their  junc- 
tion took  place  at  the  White 
Plains,  on  the  eaftern,  or  New 
England  fide  of  the  River  ;  and  to 
carry  on  the  deception  in  view, 
the  combined  armies  encamped  at 
Philipfburg,  in  a  fituation  to 
overawe  King's-Bridge  and  the 
adjoining  polls,  and  even  to  alarm 
the  ifland  of  New  York.  In  the 
remainder  of  that  month,  and  du- 
ring the  greater  part- of  the  follow- 
ing, they  continued  to  beat  up, 
and  alarm,  the  Bricilh  outpofts,  on 
all  iides.  A  body  of  5000  P'rench 
and  Americans  took  poll  near 
King's-Bridge  in  the  night,  where 
they  continued  for  48  hours,  with 
every  demonftration  of  an  intended 
attack. 

In  the  mean  time  the  two  com- 
manders, accompanied  by  the  prin- 
cipal officers  of  both  armies,  and 
attended  by  the  engineers,  recon- 
noitred the  ifland  of  New  York 
clofely  on  both  fjdes  from  the  op- 
pofite  fhore;  j  and  to  render  ap- 
pearances tiie  more  ferious,  took 
plans  of  all  the  works  under  the 
iire  of  their  batteries.  Whilft  a 
report  of  the  expefled  daily  ar- 
rival of  the  Count  de  Grafie  was 
feduloufly  propagated  ;  and  to 
give  it  full  confirmation,  when 
they  had  received  advices  from 
that  commander  of  the  time  at 
wiiich  he  hoped  to  arrive  at  the 
Ci-efapeak,  the  French  troops  ad- 
vanced towards  Sandy  Hook,  ajid 


the  coafts  oppofite  Statcn  Ifland, 
with  an  apparent  view  of  feconding 
the  operations  of  the  fleet,  in  forc- 
ing the  one,  and  feizing  upon 
the  other.  This  deception  was  car- 
ried fo  far,  as  to  the  eftablifhment 
of  a  bakery  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Rariton,  and  juft  within  the 
Hook. 

After  thefe  deceptions  had  been 
fuccefbfully  practiied,  and  New 
York  with  its  dependencies  kept 
in  a  continued  ftate  of  alarm  for 

about  fix  weeks,  Wafli-    .  '- , 

r  jj     1        A-  J  Aug.  igth. 
mgton  luddenly  palled        ^      -* 

the  Croton,  and  foon  afterwards 
the  NortI)  River  ;  when  he  took 
fuch  a  poiition,  as  feemed  llill  to 
indicate  that  Staten  Ifland  was 
the  immediate  objeft.  The  cur- 
tain was  now,  however,  to  be 
drawn  up,  and  every  thing  being 
in  readinefs,  the  combined  army 
marched  diredly  acrofs  the  jeriies 
for  Trenton  upon  the  Delaware  ; 
this  movement  being  confidered  at 
New  York  only  as  a  feint,  until 
they  had  already  palled  that  river. 
It  does  not  however  appear,  that  the 
force  at  New  York  was  fufficient  to 
enable  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  inter- 
rupt their  march  with  any  confide- 
rable  cffedl ;  at  leall,  without  per- 
haps ri£king  too  much.  The  al- 
lied armies  marched  through  Phi- 
ladelphia on  the  3d  and  4th  of  Sep- 
tember.; where  fuch  courtefies  as 
might  be  cxpcfted,  were  ex- 
changed between  the  French  com- 
manders and  the  Congrefs.  From 
thence  they  marched  to  the  head 
of  the  river  Elk,  at  the  bottom 
of  the  Chefapeak.  There  they 
found  all  the  tranfports  and  craft 
that  could  be  coUedled,  in  readinefs 
to  facilitate  their  progrefs  to  Vir- 
ginia ;  but  thefe  could  be  in  i>o 
degree   adequate  to   the  purpofe, 

after 
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after  the  continued  deftruAion 
which  the  American  commerce  in 
that  bay  had  fo  long  undergone. 

As  fome  confolation  for  the  im- 
minent danger  which  threatened 
tlie  British  power  in  Virginia,  and 
fome  return  for  the  deceptions  fo 
fuccefsfully  praAifed  by  the  ene- 
my, their  departure  from  the  con- 
fines of  New  York  was  fpeedily 
followed  by  a  fuccefsful  expedi- 
tion to  Connefticut,  which  was  at- 
tended with  no  fmall  lofs  and  rain 
to  the  Americans.  The  trading 
town  pf  New  London,  on  the  Ri- 
ver Thames,  was  the  objeft  of  this 
enterprize  ;  and  its  conduft,  with 
a  fufficient  land  and  marine  force, 
was  committed  to  General  Arnold, 
who  was  himfelf  a  native  of  that 
province. 

The  embarkation  having  pafTed 

over  from  the   Long  llland  ftiore 

in  the  night,  the  troops  were  land- 

^  ^  ,  ed  in  two  detachments, 
Sept.  6th.  ,   -  ,       .-  ,     ,      ' 

•^  on  each  lide  or  the  har- 

bour, in  the  morning;  that  on 
the  Groten  fide  being  command- 
ed by  Lieutenant  Col.  Eyre,  and 
that  on  the  New  London  fide  by 
the  General.  Mr.  Arnold  met 
with  no  great  trouble  on  his  fide; 
P'ort  Trumbull,  and  a  redoubt, 
which  were  intended  to  cover  the 
harbour  and  town,  being  taken 
without  much  difficulty  or  lofs, 
and  the  place  in  itfelf  being  en- 
tirely  defencelefs. 

But  artiiirs  on  the  other  fide 
were  more  ferious.  Fort  Grif- 
wold,  which  the  eager  and  en- 
couraging zeal  of  the  loyalills  had 
reprclented  as  very  incomplete  in 
its  works,  and  deftitute  of  any 
thing  like  a  garrifon,  was  on  the 
contrary  found  to  be  very  ftrong, 
and  no  lefs  well  defended.  The 
general,  under  the  impreifion  of 
tte  information  he  had  received. 


and  from  the  opportunity  which 
the  fort  afforded  to  the  enemy's 
fhips  of  efcaping  up  the  river,  had 
dire<fled  Colonel  Eyre  to  attack 
the  fort  dirtfdtly,  and  carry  it  by 
a  coup  de  main.  But  upon  hife 
obtaining  a  good  view  of  it  ia 
the  neighbourhood  of  New  Lon- 
don, he  immediately  perceived 
the  deception,  and  that  the  fort 
was  in  a  much  more  formidable 
ftate  ihan  it  had  been  reprefented; 
upon  which  he  difpatched  an  offi- 
cer to  countermand  the  orders  for 
an  attack. 

The  officer  was  too  late,  and 
the  attack  already  commenced. 
The  fort  was  indeed  formidable, 
the  defence  anfwerable,  and  it  re- 
quired all  the  valour  and  impe- 
tuofity  of  the  two  brave  regiments 
which  were  engaged,  to  furmount 
the  difficulties  and  dangers  of  the 
encounter.  The  attack,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  little  time  for  ob- 
fervation  or  counfel,  was  very  ju- 
dicioufly  conduced.  The  work 
was  a  fquare,  with  flanks ;  and 
the  troops  advancing  on  three  fides 
at  once,  fucceeded  in  making  a 
lodgment  in  the  ditch  ;  they  then, 
under  the  cover  of  a  very  heavy 
and  conftant  fire  upon  the  works, 
efFefted  a  fecond  lodgment  upon 
the  fraizing,  which  was  a  work  of 
the  greatelt  difficulty,  as  befides 
the  obftinacy  of  the  defence,  the 
height  was  fo  confiderable,  that 
the  foldiers  could  only  afcend  by 
mutual  help  from  each  other's 
Ihoulders,  and  ihofe  who  firll  af- 
cended,  had  Itill  to  filence  a  nine 
pounder,  which  enfiladed  the  very 
fpot  on  which  they  llood.  The 
troops  at  length  made  their  way 
good  with  fixed  bayonets  through 
the  embrafures,  notwithftandin^ 
the  fierce  defence  made  by  the 
garrifon,  who  now,  changing  their 
weapons. 
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weapons,  fought  defperately  hand 
to  hand  with  long  fpears. 

The  40th  and  54th  regiments, 
purchafed  the  honour,  great  as  it 
■was,  which  they  gained  in  ftorm- 
ing  this  place.  Colonel  Eyre  was 
wounded  in  the  attack,  and  the 
command  takfn  by  Major  IVIont- 
gomery,  who  being  killed  with  a 
fpear,,  as  he  gallantly  entered  the 
works,  was  lucceeded  by  Major 
Bromfield,  who  had  the  fortune 
of  completing  the  reduftion  of  the 
fort.  Two  commifiioned  officers, 
and  46  men,  were  killed  on  the 
foot,  befides  eight  mifling,  whofe 
fate  may  fcarcely  be  confidered  as 
doubtful;  eight  commilTjcned  of- 
ficers, fome  of  whom  died,  with 
135  non-com millioned  and  privates, 
were  wounded.  The  lofs  of  the 
garrifon  was  proportioned  to  the 
cbftinacy  of  their  defence.  Col. 
Ladyard,  the  commander,  with 
mod  of  his  officers,  and  85  pri- 
vate men,  lay  dead  in  tlie  fort ; 
of  60  who  were  difabled,  much 
the  greater  part  were  mortally 
wounded  ;  about  70  were  made 
prifoners. 

The  taking  of  Fort  Grifwold, 
did  not  prevent  16  of  the  Ame- 
rican fhips  from  making  their  ef- 
cape  up  the  river;  about  a  dozen 
others  were  burnt.  The  lofs 
which  the  Americans  fullaincd  in 
the  deflruftion  of  this  place  was 
prodigious.  The  quantities  of 
naval  tlores,  of  European  manu- 
fadures,  of  Eail-lndia,  and  of 
Weft-India  commodities,  are  re- 
prefented  to  have  been  fo  im- 
nienfe,  as  almoit  to  exceed  belief. 
Every  thing,  on  the  town  fide  of 
the  river,  was  deftroyed  by  fire. 
Nothing  was  carried  off,  except- 
iv'/  fuch  fmall  articles  of  fpoil  as 
aiioided  no  troable  in  the  convey- 


ance. The  burning  of  the  town, 
was  faid  to  be  contrary  to  intention 
and  orders,  and  was  attributed  to 
the  great  quantity  of  gun  powder 
lodged  in  the  ftore  houfes.  The 
bufinefs  was  fo  hallily  condufted, 
that  the  barracks  and  a  confider- 
able  magazine  of  gun  powder  at 
Fcrt  Grifwold,  efcaped  that  de- 
ftruclion  which  involved  every 
thing  on  the  other  fide  of  the  ri- 
ver. This  is  not  accounted  for, 
but  mull  undoubtedly  have  pro- 
ceeded from  a  knowledge  of  fome 
movements  making  by  the  enemy 
in  the  adjoining  country. 

In  the  mean  time.  Sir  Samuel 
Hood  had  arrived  from  the  Weft- 
Indies  off  the  Chef  peak,  on  the 
25th  of  Auguft,  with  14  fail  of  the 
line,  fome  frigates,  and  a  fire 
{hip,  where  he  expedled  to  have 
met  Admiral  Graves  with  the 
fquadron  from  New  York  ;  but 
being  difappointed,  he  firft  dif- 
patched  a  frigate  with  intelligence 
of  his  arrival  to  that  commander, 
and  afterwards  followed  himfelf, 
with  the  fquadron,  to  Sandy 
Hook,  where  he  arrived  on  the 
28th  of  the  month.  We  have  al- 
ready feen,  that  through  fome 
misfortune.  Sir  George  Rodney's 
difpatches  had  not  arrived  in  time 
at  New  York,  to  give  any  inform- 
ation of  Sir  Samuel  Hood's  defti- 
nation  to  the  Chefapeak,  which, 
independent  of  any  other  caufe, 
muft  have  fruftrated  the  defign  of 
a  jundion  ofi^  that  bay;  and  we 
have  likewife  feen,  that  Mr» 
Graves's  fquadron  had  received  (o 
much  damage  by  bad  weather  in 
a  cruize  off  Bofton,  as  rendered 
fome  of  the  (hips  incapable  of  pre- 
fent  fervice. 

On  the  very  day  of  Sir  Samuel 
Hood's  arrival   a:   Sandy   Hook, 

the 
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the  commanders  at  New  York  re- 
ceived intelligence,  ihat  M.  de 
Barras,  who  fucceeded  Ternay  in 
the  command  at  Rhode  liland,  had 
failed  three  days  before  with  his 
fquadron  to  the  fouthv'^ard.  The 
hope  of  intercepting  this  fquadron 
before  it  could  join  De  Graffe, 
would  undoubtedly  have  been  an 
additional  fpur,  if  fuch  had  been 
wanted,  to  Admiral  Graves's  dili- 
gence, in  getting  fuch  fhips  as  were 
in  readinels,  with  the  utmcit  expe- 
dition over  the  bar.  It  was,  how- 
ever, the  31II  before  this  could  be 
done,  when  bringing  five  fliips  of 
the  line,  and  a  fifty,  with  him  from 
New  York,  he  took  the  command 
of  the  fleet,  and  proceeded  to  the 
fouthward. 

All  the  prsfcnt  operations  of 
the  combined  enemy,  were  the 
refult  of  a  long  concerted  and  well 
digefled  plan  ;  but  there  happen- 
ed an  extraordinary  coincidence 
ill  their  feveral  movements  by  fea 
and  land,  which  did  not  come 
within  the  reach  of  calculation. 
We  have  already  feen  that  M.  de 
Barras  had  failed  from  Rhode 
Ifland  on  the  25th  of  Augull  ;  in 
three  days  after,  on  the  28. h,  De 
Gralfe  arrived  with  his  fleet  from 
the  Weft-Indies  at  the  Chefapeak; 
and  within  an  hour  after  the 
French  and  American  armies  had 
reached  the  head  of  Elk,  they  re- 
ceived an  exprefs  from  that  com- 
mander, with  the  welcome  account 
of  his  arrival  and  fituation.  'This 
.will  appear  the  more  remarkable, 
if  we  confider  the  original  dirtance 
of  the  parties,  as  well  from  the 
fcene  of  aflion  as  from  each  othe'-, 
and  the  various  accidents,  diffi- 
culties, and  delays,  to  which  they 
were  all  liable.  M.  de  Barras 
did  not,  however,  arrive  in  the 
Chefapeak,   for   near  a  fortnight 


after  De  Grafl^e  ;  as  he  took  a 
wide  circuitous  courfe  by  the  Ber- 
muda Ifland,',  from  the  appre- 
henfion  of  being  intercepted  by 
the  Britifh  fleet.  This  caution, 
which  would  have  been  oiherwife 
commendable,  was  in  the  prcfent 
inllance  abfolutely  necefl'dry;  as 
that  officer  had  in  his  care  tea 
tranfports,  which  conveyed  from 
Rhode  Iflind  the  heavy  ordnance 
and  other  materials  indilpenfiblv 
neceflary  for  the  fiege  of  Ycric 
Town;  and  upon  which  the  whole 
hope  and  fortune  of  the  enterprire 
depended. 

Upon  the  Count  de  Grafle's 
arrival  in  the  Chefapeak,  after 
blocking  up  York  River,  he  took 
pofietfion  of  the  River  James, 
which  he  occupied  with  his  armed 
vefTels  and  cruizers  to  a  confider- 
able  difiance,  as  well  to  prevent 
any  attempt  which  Lord  Coris- 
wallis  might  make  of  retreating 
to  the  Carolinas,  as  to  cover  the 
boats  of  the  fleet,  which  were  to 
convey  the  Marquis  de  St.  Simon, 
with  3300  land  forces  from  the 
Welf-Indies,  18  leagues  up  the 
river,  to  form  a  junction  with  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette. 

Admiral  Graves  re-      „  , 

ceived  no  intelligence  ep  •  5  "« 
of  the  French  fleet,  nor  they  of 
his  approach,  until  they  were  dil- 
covcred  betimes  in  the  morning, 
lying  at  anchor,  to  the  number  of 
24  fail  of  the  line,  ofi^  Lynnhcivea 
Bay,  being  jull  within  Cape  Hen- 
ry, and  confequently  the  mouth, 
of  the  Chefapeak.  The  enemy, 
who  were  evidently  thrown  into 
fome  diforder  at  the  unexpe(fled 
a'ppparance  of  the  Britilh  fleet, 
immediately  flipped  their  cables, 
and  turning  out  from  the  ancho- 
rage ground,  M.  de  Grafle  threw 
out  a.  fignal  i<jr  the  fiiips  feverally 
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to  form  the  line  as  they  could 
come  up,  without  any  regard  to 
their  particular  or  Specified  fta- 
tions. 

The  Britifh  fieet  amounted  only 
to  nineteen  fail  of  the  line,  (o 
that  the  enemy  had  a  fuperiority, 
in  lo  moderate  a  number,  of  five 
line  of  battle  fhips.  Through  the 
delays  occafioned  by  the  various 
manoeuvres  on  both  fides,  the  ac- 
tion did  not  commence  till  four 
o'clock;  and  then  was  entirely 
partial,  only  the  van,  and  a  part 
of  the  Britifh  center,  being  able 
to  come  near  enough  to  engage 
with  eftefl.  It  was  evident  that 
M.  de  Grafle  did  not  wifli  a  clofe 
aftion.  He  wanted  to  gain  his 
J?oint  in  keeping  pofTefiion  of  the 
Chefapcak,  and  to  fave  his  Hiips, 
for  that  and  all  its  correfpondent 
purpofes,  as  much  as  pofiible. 
The  abfence  of  1500  of  his  fea- 
nien,  who  were  them  employed  in 
conveying  M.  de  St.  Simon's 
troops  up  the  River  James,  con- 
firmed him  in  this  difponcion. 
Admiral  Drake,  with  the  rear  di- 
vifion,  which,  in  confequence  of 
the  laft  tack,  was  now  become  the 
van  of  the  Britifh  fleet,  treated 
the  French  van  fo  roughly,  that 
to  avoid  being  entirely  ruined, 
they  were  obliged  to  bear  away, 
while  M.  de  Grafle,  with  the  cen- 
ter, edged  up,  but  lludicufly 
keeping  a  confiderable  diftance,  in 
order  to  cover  their  retreat.  Thus 
the  weight  of  the  aftion  fell  prin- 
cipally upon  the  Britifh  van,  the 
center  comirg  in  for  a  more  mode- 
rate fhare,  and  feven  fail  of  the 
line  never  being  able  to  get  within 
a  proper  gun-fliot  diitance  of  the 
enemy.  From  thefe  circumftances, 
Ac^miral  Drake's  divifion  could  not 
bui  fuiler  feverelv. 


The  nearnefs  of  the  fhores,  with 
the  danger  of  the  great  (hoal  call- 
ed the  middle  ground,  probably 
operated  along  with  the  approach- 
ing night,  at  leaft  upon  the  Bri- 
tifh commanders,  in  putting  an 
end  to  the  engagement  about  fun- 
fet.  The  flain  aboard  the  Britifh 
fleet  amounted  to  90,  and  the 
wounded  to  230.  The  Shrewf- 
bury  and  Intrepid  bore  more  than 
a  proportional  fhare  of  this  lofs. 
Capt.  Robinfon  of  the  former  loft 
a  leg,  and  Captain  Molloy  of  the 
Intrepid  gained  great  honour,  by 
the  gallantry  with  which  he  fuc- 
coured  and  covered  the  Shrewf- 
bury,  when  oi'erborne  and  fur- 
rounded   by  the  enemy. 

Admiral  Graves  ufed  all  mea- 
fures  to  keep  up  the  line  during 
the  night,  with  a  full  determina- 
tion of  renewing  the  aflion  in  the 
morning.  But  he  difcovered  that 
feveral  fhips  of  the  van,  and  the 
Montague  of  the  center,  had  fuf- 
fered  fo  much  in  their  mafts,  that 
they  were  in  no  condition  for  re- 
newing the  adion  until  they  xvete 
fee u red.  The  Terrible  was  fo 
leaky,  as  to  keep  all  her  pumps 
going,  and  the  Ajax,  which  had 
likewife  long  partaken  of  the  evils 
incident  to  the  Weft  Indian  cli- 
mate and  navigation,  was  in  little 
better  condition,  Thefe  circum- 
ftances,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things,  were  evils  which  could 
only  be  lamented  and  endured. 

The  hoftile  fleets  continued  for 
five  fuccefTive  dajs,  partly  repair- 
ing their  damages,  and  partly 
manoeuvring,  in  fight  of  each 
other.  The  French  generally 
maintained  the  wind,  and  confe- 
quently  had  it  frequently  in  their 
power  to  engage  the  Britifh  fleet, 
which  they,    however,    declined, 

not- 
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Tiotwithdandinj  their  fuperiority.  both  armies,  purfued  their  march 
M.  de  Grafle's  objfft,  befidfs  fe-  to  Baltimore  and  Ann-ipolis  ia 
curing  the  Chefapcak,  was  to  co-  Maryland.  But  the  French  be- 
ver  the  arrival  of  M.  de  Barras,  coming  now  entirely  mafters  of 
wiih  the  fquadfon  and  convoy  the  bay,  the  tranfports  brouglic 
from  Rhode  Uland.  That  point  by  Barras,  with  the  frigates  and 
being  gained,  (which  was  in  faft  light  veflcis  of  the  fleet,  were  all 
figning  the  doom  of  Lord  Corn-  clifpatched  to  convey  the  army 
waliis's  army)  the  French  fleet  le-  from  Annapolis,  which  accord- 
turned  to  the  Chcfapeak,  where  ifi^^ly  arri\ed  at  Williamfljur^T  be- 
they  anchored  in  fuch  a  manner,  fore  the  end  of  the  month;  W.fli- 
joft  within  Cape  Henry,  and  from  ington,  with  fome  of  the  principal 
thence  to  the  middle  ground,  as  commanders^  having  already,  by 
entirely  to  bicck.  up  the  paflage.  travelling  poll,  joined  De  la 
It  happened  unluckily,    that    the  Fayette, 

two  Bri'.ifli  frigates,  the  Rich-  Thus  was  the  brave  but  ill-fated 
mond  and  Iris,  which  had  been  army  under  Lord  Cornwaliis  by 
fent  to  cut  away  the  French  buoys  degrees  enclofed  and  furrounded, 
at  the  anchorage  ground,  were  being  ftiut  up  by  a  prodigious  na- 
upon  this  occ.^fion  intercepted  and  val  force  on  the  one  fide,  and  aa 
taken.  In  the  mean  time,  a  frcfli  army  of  above  8oco  French,  of 
gale,  and  a  head  fea,  had  fo  much  about  as  many  continental  troops, 
increafed  the  damage  and  danger  and  50CO  militia,  on  the  othcts  ; 
of  the  Terrible,  that  a  council  of  and  with  no  other  cover  than  re- 
war  found  it  neccfTary  to  evacuate,  cent  earthen  works,  haftily  thrown 
and  then  burn  her.  After  which  up,  to  oppofe  fo  great  a  force,  aid- 
it  was  determined  to  return  to  ed  by  a  powerful  train  of  heavy 
New  York,  in  order  to  refit  the  artillery.  The  French  troops 
ihips  with  the  utmoft  expedition  ;  employed  upon  this  fervice,  whe- 
where  the  fleet  accordingly  arriv-  ther  confidercd  with  refpeft  to 
ed  on  the  20th  of  September,  officers  or  private  men,  Icemed  to 
This  adlion,  like  moll  other  of  be  picked  out  and  chofen  as  the 
the  naval  engagements  which  we  flower  of  their  armies. 
have  feen  in  this  war,  underwent  In  the  three  lart  days  of  Septem- 
its  full  Ihare  of  criticifm  and  cen-  ber,  the  combined  armies  clofely 
fure.  in  veiled  Lord  Cornwaliis  in  York:. 

We  have  feen  that  the  combined  Town  ;  the  French  extending  from 
French  and  American  army  had  ar-  the  river  above  the  town  to  a  mo- 
rived  at  the  head  of  the  Elk,  where  rafs  in  the  center,  where  they 
they  were  too  fcantilyfupplied  with  were  met  by  the  Americans,  who 
ihipping  for  their  paifage  dovvn  occupied  the  oppofite  fide  from 
the  b.w.  The  light  troops  of  the  river  to  that  fpot.  It  was 
both  armies  were  thofe  only  which  remarkable  that  Wafliington  in 
could  be  embarked,  and  the  com-  his  general  orders  flrongly  rccom- 
pliment  of  this  eafy  mode  of  con-  mended  to  the  Americans,  and 
veyance  fecmed  to  be  principal-  even  charged  them,  to  ufe  and 
Jy  paid  to  the  flrangers,  while  depend  upon  the  bayonet,  as  their 
Walhington,    with    chc    bulk    of  bell  and  moll  eflcntial  weapon,  in 
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cafe  they  fhould  be  encountered 
on  the  mdrch  from  WilliamfDurg; 
affuring  them,  that  they  would 
thereby  efieclually  cure  the  vanity 
of  the  Britiih  troop?,  who  attri- 
buted to  themfelves  fo  decided  a 
iUperiority  in  thru  fort  of  clofe 
and  trying  combat.  Nor  did  he 
omit  any  means  to  excite  tbat  ho- 
nourable em.ulaticn  between  tlie 
allied  troops,  which  appeared  fo 
confpicuoully  in  the  fubfcquent 
operations. 

The  Britifh  general  found  it 
neceffary  to  contract  his  polls  and 
defences,  which  having  been  ex- 
tended for  the  purpofe  of  com- 
manding the  Pcninlula,  were,  in 
the  prefent  circumilances,  too  re- 
mote and  expofcd  to  be  maintain- 
cd^  I'hey  were  of  courfe  feized 
by  the  enemy  as  they  were  aban- 
doned. The  poll:  at  Gloucefter 
Point,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
river,  which  w.^»s  occupied  by 
Tarleton,  with  the  cavalry  and 
fom.e  infantry,  amounling  to  about 
600  men,  was  at  the  fiime  time 
clolely  invefted  by  the  Duke  de 
Laii/cun  with  his  legion,  and  a 
body  of  Virginia  militia-  under 
General  Wieden  ;  but  the  adive 
operations  on  that  fide  vvent  no 
farthpr  than  a  warm  ikirmifii  on 
the  firft  day  in  driving  in  the  out 
polls. 

The  trenches  were  opened  by 
both  armies  in  the  night  between 
the  6th  and  7th  of  Odober;.  their 
attaci<3  were  carried  on  with  great 
vigour;  and  their  batteries  were 
covered  with  little  lefs  than  an 
hundred  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance. 
The  new  loofe  works  would  have 
been  little  capable  of  withlrand- 
ing  fuch  a  weight  of  fire,  if  they 
had  even  been  completed;  but 
they  were  fo  far  from  that  Itate, 


that  the  Britifh  troops  were  nnt 
lefs  employed  in  their  conilru<^lion 
under  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  than 
they  were  in  their  defence.  In  a 
few  days,  moft  of  their  guns  were 
accordingly  filenced,  their  de- 
fences in  many  places  ruined,  and 
the  enemy's  fliells  reached  even 
the  Ihips  in  the  harbour,  where 
the  Charon  of  44  guns  with  fome 
of  the  tranfports  were  burnt. 

The  Brltifli  fleet,  on  its  return 
to  New  YorK,  was  joined  by  the 
Prudent  man  of  war,  with  feveral 
frigates  from  the  Well  Indies ;  and 
in  a  few  days  after  its  arrival,  was 
farther  reinforced  by  Rear-admi- 
ral Digby,  with  three  (hips  of  the 
line  from  Enghuid  ;  but  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Rhode  Jlland  fquadron, 
haJ  given  fo  decided  a  fuperiority 
to  M.  de  GrafTe,  that  nothing  lefs 
than  the  moft  defperate  circum- 
Uances,  or  that  almoll  irrefijiible 
motive  which  aftually  fubnlled, 
could  have  julHfied  any  attempt 
towards  another  encounter. 

The  defire  of  extricating  Lord 
Cornwallis  and  his  army,  how- 
ever, prevailed  over  all  confif'er- 
aticns  of  danger  and  lofs,  and  the 
Briiifli  naval  commanders  ufed  all 
poffible  cxpedirion  in  refitting  and 
equipping  the  fleet  at  New  York. 
This,  however,  though  unavoid- 
ably neceilary,  took  up  more  time 
than  could  have  been  afforded  at 
this  juncture.  The  delay  feemed 
indeed  to  be  in  fome  d-  gree  com.- 
pen fared,  by  the  arrival  of  the 
Prince  William  and  Torbay  men 
of  war  from  Jamaica.  In  the 
mean  time  a  council  of  war,  com- 
pofed  of  all  the  flag  and  general 
ofiicers,  being  held,  it  was  deter- 
mined that  every  poflible  exertion 
fiiould  be  ufed  both  by  the  fleet 
and  army,  to  form  a  jundion  with 

the 
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tlie  fquadron  and  army  in  Virgi- 
nin.  It  was  however  the  19th  of 
Odlober,  before  the  fleet  could 
get  clear  over  the  bar  ;  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  with  above  7000  of  his 
bell  forces,  having  embarked  on 
board  the  ftiips  of  vvar.  The  fleet 
now  amounted  to  25  fhips  of  the 
line,  two  fifties,  and  eight  frigates ; 
and  notwithftanding  the  great  fu- 
pcriority  offeree  which  the  enemy 
(till  retained,  the  fpiiit  wluch  ope- 
rated both  upon  the  common  men 
and  officers  was  fo  high,  that  what- 
ever doubts  might  be  formed  with 
refped  to  the  final  point  of  fuccefs, 
none  could  be  entertained,  but  that 
the  expelled  naval  aftion  would 
ftand  foremoft,  among  the  mofcob- 
ftinate  and  the  moil  bloody,  that 
had  yet  been  known.  It  was,  in- 
deed, a  defperate  call,  and  the  fleet 
and  army  were  both  flaked  upon 
the  fortune  of  one.    " 

During  thefe  tranfaflions  on  the 
iide  of  New  York,  the  united 
armies  which  were  employed  in 
the  fiege  of  York-Town,  fenfible 
of  the  efforts  that  would  be  made 
for  its  relief,  and  unwilling  to 
ftake  all  their  hopes  on  the  iliue  of 
a  naval  engagement,  ufed  the  ut- 
moil  exertions  in  the  profecution 
of  their  works,  and  fhewed  no  lefs 
refolution  in  their  attacks,  than  vi- 
vacity in  the  fire  of  their  batteries. 
On  the  night  of  the  nth  of  Oc- 
tober, they  began  their  fecond 
parallel  within  300  yards  of  the 
works  of  the  place,  being  within 
juft  half  the  diilance  of  the  firll, 
and  carried  it  on  with  unremitting 
induUry. 

Nothing  Icfs  than  the  certain 
hope  and  expeftation  of  relif?f, 
CGuId  have  induced  Lord  Corn- 
waliis  to  attempt  the  defence  of  a 
poll,  which  he  deemed  fo  incapa- 
ble of  refilling  the  force  oppofed  to 


it,  as  that  which  he  now  occupi- 
ed. He  would  otherwUl'  have  at- 
tempted a  retreat,  however  diffi- 
cult, or  he  would  even  have  ha- 
zarded an  errcounter  in  the  open 
field,  and,  trulling  to  the  gallan- 
try of  his  troops,  leave  the  reft  to 
the  decifion  of  fortune.  This  hope 
was  farther  confirmed,  by  a  letter 
from  the  commander  in  chief  at 
New  York,  dated  on  the  24th  of 
September,  which  inform':^d  him, 
that  the  relief  would  fail  from 
thence  about  the  5th  of  Odlober. 
Thus  circumllanced.  Lord  Corn- 
walHs  could  not  think  himfelf 
jullified  in  abandoning  his  poll; 
and  in  rifquing  the  confequences 
of  ihofe  defperate  meafures,  which 
mull  then  of  neceffity  be  adopted. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  happened 
moil  unfortunately,  that  the  delay 
which  occurred  in  refitting  and 
equipping  the  fleet,  rencJtred  it 
impoliible  for  Sir  Henry  Clintoa 
to  fulfil  his  intention. 

Two  redoubts,  which  were  ad- 
vanced about  300  yards  on  the 
Bri'.ifh  left,  had  greatly  incom- 
moded the  enemy,  and  Hill  con- 
tinued to  impede  their  progrefs. 
It  was  determined  to  attack  thefe 
at  the  fame  tim'',  at  dark,  on  the 
evening  of  the  I4.th.  To  balance 
the  iionour,  as  well  as  the  duty, 
between  both  nations,  the  attack 
on  one  was  committed  to  the  Ame- 
ricans, and  of  the  other  to  the 
French.  Col.  Hamilton,  Wdih- 
ington's  aid-de-camp,  command- 
ed the  American  detachment  ; 
which  marched  to  the  aflauh  ^vhh 
unloaded  arms  ;  pafied  the  abbatis 
and  palifades  without  aaiiing  to 
remove  them  ;  and  attacking  the 
v.orks  on  all  lides  at  one,  carried 
the  redoubt  with  the  utmoll  ra- 
pidity. Young  Laurens  gained 
great    credit    upon    this  occafion, 
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and  perfonally  took  the  command- 
ing ofHcer  prifonei*.  The  lofs  was 
very  moderate  on  both  fides  ;  and 
Hamilton,  in  his  report  to  the  Mar- 
quis de  la  Fayette,  boaih  (vvith 
what  jullice  will  be  decided  for 
themfelves,  by  thofe  who  have  at- 
tended to  the  tranfaftions  of  the 
war)  that  the  foldiery  under  his 
command,  incapable,  as  he  expref- 
fes  himfelf,  of  icniiating  examples 
of  barbarity,  and  forgetting  re- 
cent provocations,  fparcd  every 
man  that  ceafed  to'  reliil. 

The  French  were  equally  fuc- 
cefsful  on  their  fide,  but  their  lofs 
was  more  confidcrable  ;  amount- 
ing, by  their  own  acknowledge- 
ment, to  about  an  hundred  in  kil- 
led and  wounded.  The  emulation 
between  the  two  nations,  appeared 
in  their  labour,  as  vvell  as  in  adion  ; 
and  the  two  redoubts  were  included 
in  the  fecond  parallel  by  day- 
light. 

The  takinw  of  thefe  two  re- 
doubts may  be  faid  to  decide  the 
fate  of  the  army.  Lord  Corn- 
wallis,  in  a  letter  which  he  wrote 
on  the  following  day  to  Sir  Henry 
Cliiilun,  coniiders  their  fituaticn 
as  being  ib  defperate,  that  he 
could  not  recommend  to  the  fleet 
and  army  to  rnn  any  great  rifque 
in  endeavouring  to  fave  them. 
Indeed  nothing  could  be  more 
hopelefs ;  for,  as  he  fays  himfelf 
in  the  fame  letter,  they  dared  not 
to  (l)cvv  a  gun  to  the  enemy's  old 
batteries,  and  they  expcdcd  that 
their  new  ones  would  be  opened  on 
the  following  morning. 

"The  Britiih  commander,  how- 
ever, left  nothing  untried  which 
could  procrafiinare,  if  it  v/as  im- 
poilible  to  prevent,  that  finr.l  iffue, 
which  was  not  more  dreaded  than 
•xpefted.     JBcintj  fenfible  that' his 


works  could  not  ftand  many  hours 
after  the  opening  of  the  batteries 
of  the  fecond  parallel,  he  did  every 
thing  that  was  poffible  to  interrupt 
that  work,  opening  new  embra- 
zures  for  guns,  and  keeping  up  a 
conllant  fire  with  all  his  howitzers 
and  fmall  mort.irs. 

The  troops  had  been  fo  much 
weakened  by  ficknefs,  as  well  as 
by  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  that  the 
general  could  not  venture  any 
confiderable  number  in  the  making 
of  fallies,  and  the  enemy  had  fo 
well  feeured  their  flanks,  and  pro- 
ceeded in  all  their  operations  with. 
fo  much  regularity  and  caution, 
that  nothing  Icfs  than  a  flrong  and 
well-fupported  attack  could  pro- 
duce any  efFed.  The  prefent 
emergency  was,  however,  fo  cri- 
tical, that  a  little  before  day- 
break, on  the  morning  of  the  i6th, 
he  ordered  a  fortie  of  about  350 
men,  under  the  condufl  of  Lieut. 
Col.  Abercrombie,  to  attack  two 
batteries  which  appeared  to  be 
in  the  greatell  forward nefs,  and 
to  fpike  the  guns.  A  detachment 
of  guards,  vvith  the  80th  company 
of  grenadiers,  under  the  command 
of  Lieut.  Co],  Leake,  was  ap- 
pointed to  one  of  thefe,  and  ano- 
ther of  light  infantry,  under  Major 
Armllrong,  to  the  other  battery. 
Both  attacks  were  made  with  an 
impetuohty  which  could  not  be 
refilled.  The  redoubts  that  co- 
vered both  batteries  were  forced, 
eleven  pieces  of  cannon  fpiked,  and 
the  French  troops,  who  had  the 
guard  of  that  part  of  the  entrench- 
ment, fuflered  confiderably. 

Though  the  vigour  and  gallan- 
try difplayed  in  this  brific  and  fuc- 
cefsful  aflion,  did  the  greateft 
hononr  to  the  officers  and  troops 
that  were  engaged,  yet  it  produc- 
ed, 
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od  no  eflential  fcrvice.  The  can- 
non, which  were  hartily  fpiked, 
were  foon  again  rendered  fit  for 
iervice ;  and  the  indullry  of  the 
enemy  was  fo  great,  that,  before 
dark,  the  whole  parallel  and  the 
batteries  feemed  nearly  complet- 
ed. At  the  fame  time,  the  works 
were  fo  ruined,  and  the  hatteriea 
fo  overpowered,  that  there  wns  no 
part  of  the  whole  front  attacked, 
in  which  the  beheged  could  iTiew 
a  (ingle  gun  ;  and  tht-ir  fliells, 
which  were  the  lall  fource  of  de- 
fence, were  nearly  expended. 

In  thefe  unfortunate  circum- 
flances.  Lord  Cornwallis  had  no 
other  choice  left  but  to  prepare  for 
a  furrender  on  the  following  day, 
or  to  endeavour  to  efcape  with  ^e 
greatcft  part  of  the  troops.  He 
determined  upon  attempiing  the 
latter,  under  the  confidcration, 
that  though  it  fliould  prove  unfuc- 
cpfsful  in  its  immediate  obje-fl,  it 
might  at  lealt  delay  the  enemy  in 
the  profecution  of  farther  cnter- 
prizes.  The  adverfe  current  of 
fortune  gave  a  contrary  efFccl  to  a 
dcfign  well  calculated  to  delay  the 
fate  of  Lord  Cornwallis's  army. 

Boats  were  prepared,  under  other 
pretexts,  to  be  in  readinefs  for  re* 
ceiv-ing  the  troops  at  ten  at  night, 
in  order  to  pafs  them  over  to  Glou- 
celler  Point.  The  arrangements 
were  made  with  the  utmoil  fe- 
crecy  ;  and  the  intention  was,  to 
abandon  the  baggage,  and  to  leave 
.1  detachment  behind,  in  order  to 
capitulate  for  the  town's  people, 
and  for  the  fick  and  wounded  ; 
Lord  Cornwallis  having  already 
prepared  a  letter  upon  the  fub- 
ject,  which  was  to  be  delivered  to 
Goncral  Walhingtcn  upon*his  dc- 
j^arture. 

The  firll  embarkation,  confin- 


ing of  the  light  infantry,  tl;e 
guards,  and  a  part  of  thi»  zyj  re-- 
giment,  had  arrived  at  Glnuceiler 
Point,  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
troops  were  already  landed,  when, 
at  that  critical  moment  of  hope, 
apprchcnfion,  and  danger,  fortune 
proved  adverfe,  and  the  weather, 
which  was  then  moderate  and 
calm,  inlhmtly  charged  to  a  nioll 
violent  Ilorm  of  vv'iud  and  rain. 
The  boats,  with  the  remaining 
troops,  were  all  driven  down  tie 
river,  and  the  defig!i  of  palfing  was 
not  only  entirely  frufcrated,  but 
the  abfence  of  the  boats  rendered 
it  impoflible  to  bring  back  the 
troops  from  Gloucelter.  Thus 
weakened  and  divided,  the  army, 
by  this  untoward  accident,  was  in- 
volved in  a  ftate  of  the  moll  immi- 
nent danger. 

I'o  increafe  the  anxiety  and 
peril  of  this  rtatc  of  things,  the 
enemy's  batteries  were  opened, 
with  great  force  and  effed,  at  day- 
break ;  and  the  pafi^ige  at  Glou- 
celter Point  was  now  much  expofed 
to  their  fire.  The  boats,  how- 
ever, happily  returned ;  and  the 
troops  were  brought  back  without 
much  lofs  in  the  courfe  of  the 
for*:  noon. 

But  things  were  now  drawing  to 
that  criil?,  which  could  no  longer 
be  averted.  The  works  were  every 
where  finking  under  the  weight  of 
the  enemy's  artillery  ;  and  Lord 
Cornwallis  himfelf  could  not  but 
concur  in  opinion,  with  the  engi-. 
neer  and  principal  ofiicers,  that 
they  were  already  aiTailable  iti 
many  places,  and  that  a  continu- 
ance of  the  fame  lire,  only  for  a 
few  hours  longer,  would  reduce 
them  to  fuch  a  condition,  that  it 
would  then  become  defperate  to 
attempt  their  defence.  While 
[/j  3  they 
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they  were  expofcd  to  fo  heavy  a 
fire  from  the  enemy,  they  could 
not  return  a  -gun,  and  only  a- 
bout  100  cohorn  ftiells  remained. 
The  troops  were  not  only  dimi- 
iiiili°d  by  lofs  and  by  ficknefs,  but 
the  Hrenc^th  and  fpirits  of  tliofe  in 
the  works  were  exhaulled  and 
worn  down  by  conllant  watching, 
and  unremitting  fatigue.  And 
while  they  were  to  be  attacked  and 
overborne  on  all  fides  by''land,  the 
Prencn  (hips,  in  the  mouth  of  York 
River,  feemed  prepared  to  feccr^d 
and  complete  the  general  llorm,  by 
water. 

In  fuch  circumftances  it  would 
have  been  crjjelty  in  the  extreme 
to  have  facrificed  fuch  gallant,  and 
in  every  refpeft  deferving  troops, 
to  a  point  of  honour,  which  the 
improved  ftate  of  civilization  has 
wifely  exploded,  that  of  ftanding 
an  affault,  which  could  not  in  the 
nature  of  things  but  prove  fuccefs- 
fu!.  Lord  Cornwallis  accordingly 
wrote  a  letter  to  Gen.  WaQiing- 
ton  on  the  fame  day,  the  17th, 
propoGng  a  ceffation  of  arms  for 
24  hours,  and  that  commifiioners 
might  be  appointed  on  both  fides 
for  iettling  the  terms  of  capitu- 
lation. 

The  pods  of  York  and  Glou- 
cefter  were  furrendered  on  the  19th 
of  Oftober.  T'he  troopr-,  with 
the  fame  honours  which  had  been 
granted  to  the  garrifon  of  Charles- 
Town,  were  of  neceffity  obliged 
to  become  prifoners  of  war.  They 
were  compofed  of  Britifli  and 
German  regiments,  the  light  in- 
fantry, detacliments  from  the 
guards,  and  Tarleton's  cavalry. 
They  amounted  to  between  five 
and  fix  thoufand  men  ;  but  fuch 
was  the  number  of  fick  and  wound- 
ed,    that   there   were   only    3,800 


of  all  forts,  capable  of  bearing 
arms,  in  both  polls,  on  the  day  of 
forrender.  Fifteen  hundred  fea- 
inen  underwent  the  fate  of  the 
garrifon.  The  officers  and  foldiers 
retained  their  baggage  and  efteds  ; 
but  all  property  taken  in  the 
country,  if  vifibie,  was  liable  to 
be  reclaimed.  The  Gua^daloupe 
frigate  of  24  guns,  with  a  number 
of  tranfports,  were  furrendered  to 
the  conquerors  ;  and  about  20 
tranfports  had  been  funk  or  burnt 
during  the  fiege,  They  obtained 
a  numerous  artillery  of  various 
forts,  but  not  of  weight  fufficient 
for  their  late  purpofe  of  defence  ia 
a  ficge. 

Lord  Cornwallis  ftrove  in  vaia 
to  obtain  better  conditions;  par- 
ticularly that  the  Britilh  and  Ger- 
man troops  mig'^it  be  returned  to 
their  refpeclive  countries,  as  pri- 
foners on  parole,  on  condition  of 
not  ferving  againll  France  or 
America  until  they  were  exchang- 
ed. Some  frivourable  conditions 
which  he  wiflied  to  obtain  in  be- 
half of  the  inhabitants  of  York- 
Town,  and  other  Americans,  who 
were  under  the  proteflion,  as  they 
had  fliared  the  fortune,  of  the 
Britifh  army,  were  likewife  re- 
fufed,  upon  the  footing  of  their 
being  civil  matters,  which  did  not 
come  within  the  authority  of  the 
military  commanders.  To  extri- 
cate thofe  Americans  who  would 
have  been  expofed  to  imminent 
danger,  he,  however,  made  it  a 
condition,  that  the  Bonetta  floop, 
v/hich  was  to  convxy  his  difpatches 
to  New  York,  Ihould  pafs  without 
fearch  or  examination,  he  being 
only  anfwerable  that  the  number 
of  perfons  fhe  conveyed  fhould  be 
accounted  ""for  as  prifoners  of  war 
upon  exchange.  With  a  retro- 
fpedlive 
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fpciTtlve  eye  to  the  breach  of  con- 
ditions which  the  late  convention 
army  had  fo  forely  experienced. 
Lord  Cornwallis  took  care. to  have 
it  Jtinulated,  that  no  article  of  the 
jirefent  capitulation  ^ould  be  vi- 
olated, under  any  pretence  of 
making  reprifals. 

The  general  himfelf,  with  all 
civil  and  tnilitary  officers,  except- 
ing thofe  of  the  latter  who  were 
necelFariiy  left  behind  for  the  pro- 
tedion  and  government  of  the 
oldiers,  were  at  liberty  to  go  upon 
parole,  either  to  England  or  New 
York  ;  and  the  troops,  divided  as 
much  as  pofTiblc  into  regiment?, 
were  to  be  retained  within  the 
three  governments  of  Virginia, 
Penfylvania,  or  Miryland.  Lord 
Cornwallis  obferves,  in  his  public 
Jetter,  that  the  treatment  which 
he  and  the  army  had  received  in 
general  from  the  enemy  fince  the 
Surrender,  had  been  perfedly  good 
and  proper;  but  he  fpeaks  in 
warm  terms  of  the  kindnefs  ar.d 
attention  fnewn  to  them  by  the 
French  oflicers  in  particular  ; 
*'  their  delicate  fcrifibility,"  he 
fays,  "  of  our  fituation,  thfir 
"  generous  and  prefling  offers  of 
"  money,  both  public  and  pri- 
"  vatc,  to  any  amount,  has  really 
*'  gone  beyosd  what  I  can  poflibiy 
"  defcribc,  and  v/ill,  1  hope, 
*'  make  an  iinpreffion  on  the 
"  breall  of  every  Britiln  officer, 
"  whenever  the  fortune  of  war 
'*  fhould  put  any  of  them  into  our 
"  power." 

Such  aflions  and  conduft  caft 
abroad  a  pleafing  fhade,  which 
ferves  to  foften  the  horrors  of  war, 
and  to  hide  and  alleviate  its  ca- 
lamities. 

The  land  forces  became  prifo- 
ncrs  to  America;  but  the  feamen^ 


with  the  fhips  and  furniture,  were 
affigned  to  M.  de  Grafie,  as  a  com- 
pliinent  to,  and  return  for,  the 
French  naval  power  and  afiiflance. 
It  was  remarkable,  that  the  com- 
miOioner  appointed  by  the  Ame- 
ricins  to  fettle  the  terms,  and  who 
himfelf  drew  up  the  articles  of  a 
capitulation,  by  which  a  Britifh 
army  became  prifoners  to  bis 
country,  was  Col.  Laurens,  foa 
of  that  Mr.  Laurens,  late  pre- 
fident  of  the  Congrefs,  who  was 
then,  and  had  been  for  a  confide- 
rable  time,  a  clofe  prifoner  in  the 
Tower  of  London.  The  Vifcount 
de  Ps^oailles  was  the  coiumiflioncr 
appointed  on  the  fide  of  France, 
to  iiili  in  conjunction  with  Colonel 
Laurens. 

Such  was  the  very  hard  fate  of 
the  remains  of  that  conquering 
and  gallant  army,  which  had  been 
fo  highly  dillinguilhed  in  the 
fouthern  war!  We  fhall  fay  no- 
thing of  the  (hare  which  their 
noble  commander  bore  in  the  com- 
mon mi-fortune,  as  he  lives  in  an 
age  which  knows  how  to  diilin- 
guifh  the  want  of  fuccefs  from  the 
want  of  merit.  Neither  himlelf 
nor  his  army  forfeited  any  part  of 
their  form.crcharader.  Their  po- 
fition  was  in  many  refpefts  a  very 
bad  one,  and  probably  would  have 
continued  fo  in  any  llate  of  fortifi- 
caticn  ;  but  in  its  pre/ent,  it  was 
no  more  than  an  entrenched  camp, 
and  fubject  to  be  enfiladed  in  differ- 
ent parts;  while  their  new  half- 
formed  works,  were  much  lefs 
capable  of  withrtanding  the  pow- 
erful artillery  of  the  enemy,  than 
they  would  themfelves  of  oppofing 
their  valt  foperiority  of  force  ia 
the  open  field.  It  was  pitched 
upon  in  one  of  thofe  unfavourable 
conjunflures  which  allow  of  no 
[/]  4  iiood 
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good  expedient,  and  where  incon- 
veniences mult  be  balanced  rather 
than  advantages  fought.  The 
troops  made  the  befl:  amends  for 
the  difficulties  of  their  fitudtion, 
by  the  patience  with  which  they 
endured  an  unremitting  duty  and 
the  greateft  fatigues,  as  well  as 
by  the  firmnefs  and  intrepidity 
with  which  they  flood  a  hre  of 
Jhot  and  (hells,  which  has  feldom 
been  exceeded  in  magnitude.  The 
French  expended  16,000  fhot  and 
i}:ells  in  the  fiege,  3000  of  the 
latter  being  of  the  firft  dimenfions ; 
and  the  f.re  of  the  Americans  was 
not  lefs. 

The  Britifh  fleet  and  army  arri- 
ved off  the  Cheiapeak  on  the  24th 
of  Ofiober,  being  five  days  after 
the  furrender  of  York -Town. 
They  foon  received  the  unwelcome 
tidings ;  but  as  they  were  only 
reports,  they  waited  fome  days, 
until  the  misfortune  was  fully  au- 
thenticated. The  French  fleet, 
fatisfied  with  their  prefent  fuccefs, 
made  no  manner  of  movement  ; 
and  the  only  objcft  of  the  expedi- 
tion being  now  loft,  the  Britifli 
commanders  neceiTarily  returned 
to  New  York, 


Such  was  the  iffue  of  the  Virgi-t 
rian  war.  The  lofs  of  Lord 
Cornwallis's  army  was  too  heavy 
a  blow  to  be  foon  or  eafilv  reco- 
vered. It  was  evident,  that  it 
muft  entirely  change  the  nature  of 
the  war  on  the  fide  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  and  that  it  could  no  longer 
be  carried  on  offenfively  by  land, 
at  leaft  to  any  confiderable  extent. 
Indeed  the  furrender  at  York- 
Town,  may  be  confidered  as  the 
clofing  fcene  of  the  whole  conti- 
nental war  in  America.  There 
are  few  periods  in  hiftory  more  ca-. 
pable  of  rouzing  attention  and 
exciting  reflcdions ;  whether  we 
confider  the  original  policy,  and 
the  difcuffions  which  enfued;  its 
various  events,  and  fudden  chan- 
ges of  fortune;  on  one  fide  the 
magnitude  of  the  preparations, 
and  diftance  of  operation  from  the 
feat  of  power,  and  on  the  other, 
the  difficulties,  periinacy,  and 
final  fuccefs  of  the  refiftance;  or 
whether  we  confider  the  effeft  this 
revolution  may  in  future  operate 
on  the  political  flate  of  the  whole 
human  race,  we  fliall  in  every  re- 
fpeft  find  it  extraordinary.  Un-. 
doubtedly  a  new  fcene  is  opened. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. 


VIII. 


State  of  affairs  during  the  rr-cfs.  Covfeqiiences  cf  the  riots  in  London. 
Caitf:s  Hjjhich  led  to  the  dijjolution  of  parliament.  Refalutions  cf  tJ^e 
Yorkjhire  committee,  and  of  other  affociated  bodies.  Delegates  appointed 
to  attend  in  London.  General  cle£lion.  Capture  of  Mr.  Laurens,  and 
his  committal  to  the  To^jcer.  EffeSi  produced  Ij  his  papers  in  precipitating 
the  ivar  -vjith  Holland.  Sir  Jofeph  Torke  rMithdra"j$s  from  the  Hague, 
Manifcjlo.  Neiv  lords  created.  Earl  of  Carlife  appointed  to  the  go- 
ijernment  of  Ireland.  Meeting  of  parliament .  Debates  on  the  choice  of 
a  fpeaker.  Mr.  Cor  nc-~  vail  chcfn.  Speech  from  the  throne.  Addreffes. 
Amendments  propnfed,  and  rejected,  in  loth  houfes.  Grant  cf  feamen. 
Fete  of  thanks  to  the  late  fpeaker. — To  the  Britijh  ginerals  and  admiral 
in  America.  Debate  on  the  appointment  cf  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  to  the  go- 
vernment  of  Greennxiich  hcfpital.     Recefs. 


IT  is  not  a  little  remarkable, 
that  the  riots  in  the  year  1780, 
which  tended  to  the  airecl  fubver- 
fion  of  all  order  and  government, 
fhould  have  been  the  means  of  af- 
fording a  rtrength  to  adminiflra- 
tion,  which  few  other  events  could 
at  that  time  have  produced.  The 
fcenes  of  enormity  exhibited  by 
thofe  frantic  rioters  in  the  metro- 
polis, ftruck  all  men  with  horror, 
and  (by  a  natural,  though  a  mif- 
taken  efFetl)  infpired  a  general 
dread  of  all  popular  meetings, 
however  legal  or  peaceable.  Thcfe 
difpofitionb  reached  to  the  county 
meetings,  petitions,  and  aflbcia- 
ticns,  and  confcqucntly  to  all  ap- 
plications for  redrefs  of  grievance, 
and  fchemes  for  a  reform  in  the 
reprefentation  of  the  commons 
houfe  of  parliament. 

If  minifters  themfelves  were  not 
to  be  led  away  by  fuch  an  opening 
of  advantage,  their  retainers  and 
pariizans  were  lefs  fcrupulous  in 
their  zeal,  and  too  much  alive  to 
their  ouYi  intcrefts  to  flip  the  oc- 
cafion.  No  means  were  unprac- 
tifcd  to  increafe  the  imprcffions  of 


terror,  which  were  already  fuffi- 
ciently  operative.  The  fuccefs 
was  equal  to  the  induftry.  They 
found  the  rich,  the  timid,  and  the 
indolent,  already  of  their  party; 
and  moderate  men,  who  are  natu- 
rally lovers  of  order,  while  they 
could  not  but  approve  of  whatever 
tended  to  the  prefervation  of  good 
government,  did  not  always  draw 
a  proper  line  of  diiHnftion  be- 
tween the  mad  outrages  of  fana- 
tics, and  the  fober  conventions  of 
freemen,  upon  their  molt  import- 
ant and  dearelt  interefts. 

As  the  violence  of  party  feldom 
admits  of  any  great  nicenefs  in  the 
means  of  obtaining  its  purpofes, 
io  truth,  and  fairnefs  of  reprefen- 
tation, were  not  much  attended 
to,  in  the  unceafing  efforts  ufed 
to  profit  on  the  prefent  occafion. 
It  was  whifpered,  and  induftrioufly 
circulated,  that  the  oppofi;ion 
were  the  fecret  authors  of  the  late 
riots  ;  that  they  were  the  confe- 
quence  of  a  fettled  fcheme  for  the 
utter  fubverfion  of  the  ftate ;  that 
perfons  of  rank  and  condition 
were  difguifed   among  the   mob, 

and 
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and  were  their  real  leaders  ;  that 
the  trials  of  the  rioters  would  bring 
out  the  moll  alarming  and  alto- 
niihing  difcoveries  ;  and  that 
French  gold,  American  politics, 
and  republican  principles,  would 
bd  found  at  the  bottom  of  the  whole 
bufinefs.  A  language  not  very 
remote  from  feme  part  of  this, 
was  faid  to  be  held  from  fome  of 
the  feats  of  judice. 

Incredibleand  impoilibleas  thefe 
tales  were,  and  whatever  imputa- 
tion it  may  bring  upon  the  gene- 
ral Ilock  of  good  fenfe  of  the  na- 
tion, certain  .it  is  that  they  were 
not  unfuccefsfuliy  propagated.  The 
afTurance  on  the  one  fide,  and  the 
credulityon  theother  were  foftrong, 
that  the  report  of  a  nobleman  of 
one  of  the  firft  and  moft  antient  fa- 
milies in  the  kingdom,  being  kill- 
ed among  the  rioters  on  Black- 
Friars  bridge,  and  of  his  body  be- 
ing immediately  thrown  over  into 
the  Thames  to  prevent  difcovery, 
was  not  pnly  for  feveral  months 
very  generally  credited,  but  the 
appearance  of  his  name  in  the  ac- 
counts of  the  public  tranfaiStions 
in  his  county,  was  not  able  to  cure 
the  delufion  ;  and  that  perfons  far 
above  the  common  rank,  in  Lon- 
don, were  fo  confirmed  in  the 
opinion,  that  it  was  with  aftonilh- 
ment  they  beheld  him  in  the  houfe 
of  peers  in  the  following  winter. 

The  wretched  timidity  and  im- 
becility of  the  magiftracy  in  the 
metropolis,  together  with  that 
apparent  weaknefs  of  the  inliabi- 
tants,  which,  in  part  proceeding 
from  that  deiei!:"L,  and  in  part  from 
that  unprepared  condition  inci- 
dent to  long  quiet  and  feccriiy, 
had  laid  them  open  to  the  violence 
of  a  contemptible  rabble,  were 
topics    which   were   applied  with 


great  fuccefs,  to  fliew-  the  incili- 
cacy,  in  all  cafes,  of  the  civil 
authority  in  aftbrding  protcftion, 
and  the  necefiity  of  a  military 
force  for  prcferving  order  and  good 
government.  This  doftrine  went 
likewife  to  .reconcile  the  people  to 
the  authority,  vv/ith  which,  under 
colour  of  the  riots,  the  military 
power,  throughout  the  kingdom,  , 
had  been  endued,  of  acting  imme- 
diately from  its  own  motion,  inde- 
pendently of  the  civil  magiflratc. 

By  all  thefe  means,  operating 
together  upon  the  paflions  of  the 
people,  the  dread  of  mobs,  riots, 
and  the  excefles  unto  which  popu- 
lar meetings  are  apt  to  lead,  feem- 
ed  to  have  abforbed  ail  the  other 
difccntents  of  the  nation,  which 
became  as  it  were  extindl  and  for- 
gotten. The  invincible  jealoufy 
of  military  power,  which  had  fa 
long  charaderized  this  country, 
grew  familiarized  to  the  afpedl  of 
camps  and  garrifons,  and  gradu- 
ally gave  way  to  impreOions, 
which,  if  they  had  been  lafting, 
threatened  the  worll  conftquences 
to  liberty.  Any  government,  the 
word  that  could  be,  was  thought 
preferable  to  a  Hate  of  anarchy  ; 
and  the  har'hell:  defpotifm  did  not 
prefent  to  the  imagination  evils  fo 
immediately  dreadful,  as  the  fury 
of  an  enraged  rabble. 

Befides  the  etfeft  of  their  real 
apprehenfions,  fo  many  obje£ls  of 
novelty,  aftonilhrnent,  and  horror, 
ferved  entirely  to  fill  up  the  ima- 
gination, and  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  people  away  from  all 
other  public  concerns.  And  even 
when  this  effeiSt  was' in  fome  degree 
worn  away,  the  minds  of  men 
were  flill  agitated,  and  their  at- 
tention Ilrongly  drawn,  by  the  fuc» 
ceeding  trials  and  impending  fate 

cf 
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of  the  rioters;  whillt  the  delays 
incident  to  the  laws  of  high  trea- 
fon,  prolonged  the  fufpence  with 
refped  to  their  chief  into  the  courfe 
of  the  following  year. 

Thus  it  happened,  contrary  to 
all  expedlation,  that  the  caufe  of 
adminillration  was  ftrengihened, 
by  one  of  the  moll  difgraceful  tu- 
mults which  has  been  known  in 
this  kingdom  ;  and  which,  from 
contemptible  and  neglefted  begin- 
rings,  came  to  threaten  the  capi- 
tal city,  and  the  nation  itfelf,  with 
ruin. 

Fortune  is  fuppofed  to  be  fel- 
dom  fingle  in  her  benefits,  any 
more  than  in  her  injuries.  The 
news  of  the  taking  of  Charles- 
Town,  which  arrived  jull  at  the 
heel  of  the  riots,  ferved,  in  a  very 
confiderable  degree,  to  erafe  the 
memory  of  all  pad  difappointments 
in  the  war,  and  to  revive  all  the 
f.mguine  hopes  of  the  fpeedy  fub- 
jugation  of  the  colonies.  This 
flattering  gleam  of  fucceff  recalled 
many  back  to  the  American  {y(- 
tem,  which  they  had  only  aban- 
doned from  its  apparent  hopelefT- 
nefs,  and  from  feeling  the  lofs  of 
which  it  was  produdtive.  Succefs 
muliin  all  cafes  ftrengt!>en  govern- 
ment; and  will  recover  or  afford 
popularity  to  any  meafures.  Num- 
bers who  originally  diflikcd  tne 
war,  and  who  condemned  the 
meafures  and  principles  which  led 
to  it,  were,  nowever,  well  enough 
contented,  when  they  f.iw,  or 
thought,  that  it  was  like  to  end 
prolperoufly. 

Thus,  after  the  Itrongert  appear- 
ances on  every  fide  of  an  approach- 
ing and  heavy  tempelt,  the  (ky 
was  fuddenly  cleared,  and  every 
thing  v/ent  fnioothly  and  profpe- 
rcufly  with  adminillration.     The 


influence  and  authority  of  the 
crown,  were  more  fpread  and  bet- 
ter fixed  than  they  had  been  for 
fome  lime;  and  the  oppofition  loft 
its  popularity  in  the  fame  pro- 
portion. 

This  ftate  of  things  extended 
the  views  of  the  miniflers  to  a 
meafure,  which,  though  much 
v.iflicd  by  them,  they  probably 
would  not  otherwife  have  ventured 
upon.  The  late  refolutions  of  the 
commons  could  not  be  forgotten. 
The  Itrange  and  unexpe<fled  turns 
which  things  had  taken  in  the 
preceding  felTion,  could  not  but 
weaken  the  confidence  of  minifters 
in  the  prefent  parliament.  They 
might  be  feized  in  another  fcfGon, 
particularly  io  near  the  term  of 
their  natural  difibkition,  with 
other  fits  and  other  ftarts,  ftill 
more  unexpeded  and  alarming 
than  thofe  of  the  preceding  feflion. 

There  was  every  reafon  to  ex- 
pe£l,  that  in  the  preferrt  flate  of 
things,  and  difpofition  of  the 
people,  the  elections  would  go 
greatly  in  favour  of  the  court.  A 
diflblution  was  accordingly  deter- 
mined upon  ;  but  the  defign  was 
kept  concealed  in  the  moil  pro- 
found fecrecy.  The  court  and  fa- 
vourite members,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  their  old  interefts,  or  the 
ellablifliment  of  new,  feemed  only 
to  look  towards  that  general  elec- 
tion, which  muft  of  neceflity  take 
place  at  the  limited  term.  The 
oppofition,  who  had  no  treafury 
to  fupport  their  expences,  were  to 
rely  on  the  merits  of  their  pad 
conduft  with  their  conllitucnts, 
and  deemed  it  prudent  to  referve 
their  force,  to  the  near  approach 
of  the  feafon  of  con  tell.  A  great 
number  of  them  were  likewife  en- 
gaged  on   duty  in  the  fervice  of 

their 
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their,  country,  along  with  their 
refpeilive  i-egiments  of  militia  ; 
and  were  generally,  and,  as  it 
was  afterwards  faid,  defignedly, 
Rationed  at  a  ^ real  diflance  from 
their  couilituentb  and  local  in- 
tereils. 

Many  perfon?,  however,  deeply 
lamented,  and  obferved  with  great 
apprehenfion,  the  means  derived 
irom  the  late  riots,  of  throwing 
the  civil  authority  of  the  nation 
into  difrepute,  and  of  fpreading 
an  opinion,  that  the  military  power 
was  neceffary  to  the  fupport  of  the 
Jaws  and  government,  and  to  the 
domelHc  iecurity  of  the  people. 
To  obviate  this  €ftV£t,  aflociations 
were  formed  in  the  nietropoiis, 
and  elfewhere ;  the  inhabitants 
purchafing  arms,  and  acquiring 
fuch  a  degree  of  knowledge  in 
their  exercifc  and  ufe,  as  would  be 
necefl'ary  for  the  future  prefer va- 
tion  of  the  public  peace,  and  for 
rendering  all.  intervention  of  the 
^army  unncceilary.  I'his  .  fpirit 
fpread  confiderably ;  and  the  mea- 
fure  of  providing  arms,  and  being 
at  all  times  ready  to  fupport  the 
civil  authority,  was  held  out  as  an 
aft  of  coniHtuticnal  duty  and 
necellity. 

Nor  did  the  petitioning  coun- 
ties entirely  fink  under  the  prefcnt 
torrent  of  public  opinion,  nor  re- 
f]gn  themielves  to  the  imprefiions 
of  apprehenfion  and  terror  which 
new  prevailed. 
.  A    numerous  meetin?): 

^^,         of    tqe    xorkihire    com- 

^  '  mittee  of  afl'ociation, 
ccmpcfed  cf  fonie  of  the  principal 
gentlemen  of  that  great  county, 
came  to  feveral  very  fpirited  refo- 
]utions  on  |ihis  fubjeft: — To  ex- 
culpate themfeives  and  their  de- 
fjgris  from  any  the  Icall  intention 


or  tendency  to  produce  diforder 
and  confufion  ;  and  to  treat  all 
infinuations  to  the  contrary,  from 
whatever  quarter  they  might  have 
been  derived,  as  defamatory  fug- 
gellions,  contrived  to  deter  the 
aflbciated  bodies  from  the  profe- 
cution  of  their  jull  and  neccflary 
plan  of  public  reformation  :— To 
aflert,  that  the  ufe  of  arms  for  the 
prefervation  of  order  and  public 
peace,  was  not  only  a  right  in 
every  citizen,  but  a  duty  impofed 
upon  them  by  the  exprels  letter  of 
tlie  lav/: — To  condemn  the  orders 
raflily  ilfued  in  London  for  difarm- 
ing  the  inhabitants,  as  unconlli- 
tutionnl  and  illegal: — To  enter  a 
kind  of  proteftation  againft  the  in- 
terference of  the  military  in  the 
fupprefiion  of  riots,  not  under  the 
diredion  of  the  civil  magillrate, 
but  at  tlie  difcretion  of  the  com- 
manding officer: — And,  that  how- 
ever the  order  for  the  difcretion- 
ary  interference  of  the  military  in 
the  fuppreffion  of  the  late  riots  in 
the  metropolis,  might  have  been 
unavoidable,  through  the  great- 
nefsof  tiie  danger,  and  the  inti- 
midation of  the  magiflracy  ;  yet 
the  extenfion  of  fimilar  orders  to 
the  arm.y  in  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom^  where  no  fuch  danger 
cxilted,  and  where  no  reluctance 
in  the  magiftracy  to  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duty  appeared  or 
was  fjfpecled,  could  not  be  de- 
fended. 

The  county  of  Middlefex,  fome 
time  after,  adopted,  verbatim,  the 
refolutions  of  the  county  of  York  ; 
and  they  were  likewife  adopted  by 
the  city  of  London,  excepting  only 
that,  which  conveyed  a  refieftioi), 
on  her  own  magiilracy.  They 
were  in  time  moie  or  lefs  adopt- 
ed, or  firoilar  ones  prcpofcd,   by 

other 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE.        [141 


other  public  bodies.  But  the  coun- 
ty of  Huntingdon  went  farther 
than  any  other.  In  the  firll  place 
they  inllruded  their  reprefenta- 
lives  to  make  an  enquiry  in  par- 
liament, by  whofc  advice  the  or- 
ders ilTucd  to  the  military  in  the 
metropolis,  had  been  extended  to 
various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and 
{o  long  continued,  contrary  to  the 
common  courfe  of  law  ?  and  that 
they  (hould  take  fuch  fteps,  as 
were  bell  fuited  to  prevent  fuch 
unconllirutional  and  dangerous  or- 
ders from  being  ifl'ued  in  ,future. 
1  he  next  refolution  was  exprefled 
in  the  following  words—"  That 
"  it  be  recommended  to  every 
**  hoofe-keeper  to  have  proper 
*'  arms,  fjch  as  mufkct  and  bay- 
"  oner,  and  to  be  ready  and  ex- 
*•  pert  in  the  ufe  of  them  ;  to  be 
**  prepared  againil  ail  emergen- 
*'  cics  that  may  arifc  from  any  at- 
"  tack  of  our  many  furrounding 
''■  enemies,  or  any  invafion  of  our 
"  rights  and  liberties." 

As  the  late  impreflidns  proc^uced 
by  the  riots,  were  by  degrees  weak- 
ened, and  gave  place  to  a  jealoufy 
v;f  the  difcrerionary  power  in  the 
;;rmy,  of  afting  independently  of 
the  civil  authority,  it  became  a 
iubjecl  of  murmur  and  complaint; 
and  in  that  llate  of  temper,  feveral 
of  the  afibciations  which  had  been 
armed  and  formed  for  the  purpofe 
of  aflilling  the  civil  magillrate  in 
the  prefcrvation  of  peace  and  or- 
der, received  applaufe  and  thanks 
from  different  public  bodies. 

The  attention  to  other  national 
concerns  revived  along  with  this 
jealoufy.  Yorkfliire  appointed 
tlirce  delegates  to  attend  in  Lon- 
don during  the  enfuing  fellion, 
in  order  to  communicate  svith 
thofe  of  other  counties  and  corpo- 


rations, and  by  mutual  aid  and  ad- 
vice, to  give  fupport  and  efficacy 
to  their  petitions.  Much  com- 
plaint and  cenfurc  was  thrown  out 
by  feveral  of  thefe  bodies  upon  the 
conduit  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
in  the  Jail  feffion.  The  Devon- 
fliire  committee,  exprefling  them- 
felves  in  rather  ftronger  terms  than 
fome  others,  fay,  that  they  find 
themfelves  under  a  neceffity  of  de- 
claring, that  nothing  had  hitherto 
been  done  by  parliament  towards 
effeding  the  ends  required  by  the 
petitions,  notwithftanding  that  the 
refolutions  of  the  commons  them- 
felves acknowledged  the'jullnefs 
of  the  prayers  of  iliofe  petitions. 
Yet,  fay  they,  inltcad  of  proceed- 
ing to  that  reform,  the  very  in- 
fiuence  complained  of  was  exerted, 
either  to  rejeft  in  the  firftinllance, 
or  to  baffii  in  its  progrefs,  every 
propofition  that  v/as  offered  to  the 
confideration  of  parliament,  for 
effeding  the  ends  propofed.  Si- 
milar obfervations  were  made  by 
other  committees. 

Several  of  the  affociated  or  pe- 
titioning  bodies,  after  great  ap- 
piaufe  to  Mr.  Burke  and  other 
gentlemen,  for  their  attempts  in 
the  late  felficn,  and  a  declaratioa 
that  rhey  coulU  not  hope  for  any 
effectual  redrcfs  with  refped  to 
the  grofs  abules  in  the  ra-ifing  and 
expenditure  of  the  public  money, 
from  the  endeavours  of  the  com- 
miliioners  of  accounts,  requeued 
him  to  bring  forward  his  bill  of 
reform  in  the  enfuing  feilion  of 
p:irliament. 

The  proclamation   for  ^  « 

i-rr  I  ■        u  I-  .  Sept.  ift. 

dillolvjngr  the  parliament       '  . 

■-"ri         .u      J  1780. 

operatea  like  a  thunder-        ' 

clap,  with    refpedl   to  fuddeonefs 

and  furprize,  on  thofe  who    were 

not  in   the  fecret.     A  new  proro- 
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gation  had  taken  place  within  a 
few  davs,  which  ferved  to  render 
the  ftrokc  rtill  more  unexpected. 
The  fhortnefs  of  the  time  allotted 
for  the  eledions,  increifed  the 
difficulties  and  difad vantages  to 
thofe,  who  were  at  a  diftance  from 
their  boroughs  or  interells,  and 
•who  had  taken  no  previous  mea- 
fures  of  fecurity.  From  thefe, 
and  from  the  other  caufes  v/hich 
>ve  have  mentioned,  the  eledlions 
went  much  in  favour  of  the  court, 
and  feveral  of  the  moll  popular 
members,  whofe  public  conduct 
feemed  to  receive  the  general  ap- 
probation of  their  conftituents, 
were  notwithftanding  thrown  out 
of  their  feats.  Mr.  Fox,  however, 
carried  his  election  for  the  city  of 
Weftminltcr  by  a  great  majority 
againft  the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  who 
was  fupported  by  the  whole  weight 
and  power  of  the  court.  Admiral 
Keppel,  who  was  thrown  out  of 
his  old  feat  at  Windfor,  by  that 
weight  and  influence,  was  brought 
5n  by  the  public  fpirit  of  the  elec- 
tors for  the  county  of  Surrey, 
where  he  had  little  local  intereft  or 
conncilUon,  compared  with  thofe 
of  the  other  candidate. 

113  new  men  obtained  feats  in 
parliament.  The  poverty  of  the 
times,  operating  along  with  the 
general  hopelellhefs  which  now 
prevailed,  that  any  oppofition  in 
parliament  would  be  capable  of 
producing  a  beneficial  altera- 
tion in  the  conduft  of  public  af- 
fairs, had  both  together  fo  power- 
ful an  effcft,  that  candidates 
were  not  to  be  found,  who  would 
fupport  the  ufual  expenfive  con- 
tells  of  the  counties.-  No  gene- 
ral eledlion,  perhaps  for  a  cen- 
tury, produced  fo  little  expence  in 
that  refped.     Several  members  of 


the  late  parliament,  who,  althoagh 
they  did  not  take  the  trouble  of 
declaring  their  fentiments  to  the 
public,  were  tired  of  a  conftant 
fruitlefs  attendance,  and  oppofi- 
tion, either  determined  to  retire 
entirely  from  public  bufinefs,  or 
grew  very  indifferent  as  to  the 
event  of  their  eledions.  The  ge- 
neral venality  which  now  appear- 
ed among  the  electors,  and  that 
contempt  of  their  own  declarations 
and  refolutions,  as  well  as  of  all 
paft  faithful  fervice,  which  it  pro- 
duced, could  not  fail  highly  to 
difgull  many,  and  to  render  them 
ftill  more  hopclefs  of  public  af- 
fairs. They  peevifhly  faid,  that 
whatever  fmall  degree  of  public 
fpirit  and  virtue  flill  remained 
among  the  people  was  entirely 
evaporated  in  words-;  and  when- 
ever the  touchllone  was  applied, 
their  venality  would  not  only  ap- 
pear predominant,  but  would  prove 
to  be  their  only  principle. 

It  does  not  frequently  happen, 
that  the  accidents  which  befal  in- 
dividuals, fhould  produce  any 
great  effeft  upon  the  political 
condufl  or  fituation  of  flates,  and 
ftlU  lefs  upon  the  general  ftate  of 
public  affairs.  The  capture  of 
Mr.  Laurens,  late  Prefulent  of  the 
Congrefs,  on  his  pafi'age  from 
America,  was  however  one  of  thofe 
fingular  inllances,  in  which  the 
political  fituation  of  no  fmall  part 
(jf  Europe  feemed  conhdcrably  af- 
fected by  the  fortune  of  a  fingle 
man.  It  was  the  occafion,  if  not 
the  caufe,  of  the  precipitate  rup- 
ture between  Great  Britain  and 
Holland,  and  of  that  friendfliip 
and  alliance  which  had  for  Co 
many  years  bound  together  thofe 
neighboiirinp;  maritime  and  Pro- 
leftant  powers.     That  which  had 

been 
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been  confidered  as  the  fecond  ma- 
ricime  power,  and  more  than 
once  boldly  fupported  her  claim 
to  the  empire  of  the  fea,  which 
had  fo  long  participated  in  the 
jnterclls  and  glory  of  England, 
was  now  added  to  a  combination, 
avowedly  formed  to  reduce,  if  not 
entirely  to  annihilate  her  naval 
power. 

Mr.  Laurens  being  bound  from 
Philadelphia,  in  a  Congrels  pack- 
et, on  an  embaffy  to  Holland,  was 
taken  in  the  beginning  of  Sep- 
tember on  the  binks  of  Newfound- 
land, by  the  Vellal  frigate,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Keppel.  The 
package  which  contained  his  pa- 
pers had  been  thrown  overboard, 
but  its  bulk  preventing  it  from 
fuddcniy  finiiing,  it  was  faved  by 
the  boidnefs  and  dexterity  of  a 
Britlih  feaman,  and  moll  of  the 
papers  recovered  from  the  effecls 
of  the  water. 

Upon  his  arrival  in  England, 
he  was  committed  as  a  ftaie  pri- 
f")'>  f,'h  -'^"^'■j  ^"'^  "P^*^  ^  charge 
'  '  of  high  treafon,  to  the 
'i'ower  of  London,  under  a  war- 
rant or  order  figned  by  the  three 
fecretarics  of  Itate.  He  is  faid, 
upon  his  examination  before  the 
minifters,  to  have  claimed  the 
privilege  of  his  iituation,  in  cau- 
lioufly  declining  to  anfwer  any 
qaelUons  whole  tendency  he  could 
rot  immediately  perceive,  fo  that 
little  other  information  v/as  ob- 
tained from  him  than  an  acknovv'- 
ledgment  of  his  name,  and  of  his 
late  coudition  as  PrefiJent  of  the 
Conj^refs. 

But  this  de,feft  was  abundantly 
fupplied  by  his  papers.  The  molt 
impcrtant,  however  of  thefe,  and 
which  produced  the  fubfe.]uent 
efieti,   were  the  papers  relating  to 


an  eventual  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  between  America  and 
Holland,  which  had  been  in  agi- 
tation for  more  than  two  years 
pail,  and  to  which  Mr.  Laurens 
was  furnifhed  with  power,  to  puc 
the  finifliing  hand.  Among  thefe 
was  a  draught  of  the  treaty,  which, 
was,  however,  only  to  take  effect, 
when  the  independence  of  Ame- 
rica fhould  be  acknowledged  by- 
Great  Britain,  or  confirmed  at  a 
peace.  The  negociators  on  the 
fide  of  H-olland,  were  M.  Van 
Berkel,  penfionary  and  counfellor 
to  the  city  of  Amilerdam,  (an  of- 
fice of  great  weight  and  power) 
with  other  members  ol  the  regen- 
cy, alFilled  by  fome  great  commer- 
cial houfes  of  that  city.  It  does 
net  appear,  that  the  fiates  gene- 
ral were  at  all  confultcd  upon,  or 
concerned  in  the  tranfaclion  ;  f3 
that  it  was  more  properly  a  provi- 
fional  treaty  with  the  llatesof  thac 
city,  or  at  moil  with  the  province 
of  Holland,  than  with  the  united- 
provinces  at  large.  But  Amiler- 
dam depended  upon  her  own  weight 
and  inlluence,  including  that  of 
the  province  in  which  file  bears  fi> 
fupreme  a  iVay,  together  with  the 
public  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  the  treaty,  as  fully  compe- 
tent to  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  its 
ratification,  when  the  proper  lea- 
fon  arrived  ;  and  it  fec-ms  thac  the 
Americans  coniidered  this  fecurity 
as  fully  fuiKcient. 

We  have  formerly  fliewn,  that 
the  Dutch  in  gcn(?ral,  even  at  the 
very  commencement  of  the  trou- 
bles, much  difapproved  of  the 
harlh  meafures,  which  were  thea 
in  contemplation  or  purfuit  with 
refped  to  .America.  Many,  if  not 
moll  oi  tliefe,  vvere  at  that  lime 
well    iffFefted    to    Great    Biitain, 

and 
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and  lamented  upon  her  own  ac- 
count, as  well  as  that  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  and  maritime  interefts  in 
general,  the  dangerous  tendency, 
«s  they  held  it,  of  that  condudl 
■which  flie  had  now  adopted ;  but 
they  likevvife,  at  the  fame  time, 
felt  greatly  for  the  calamities 
which  were  falling,  or  likely  to 
fall  upon  the  Britiih  Americans; 
and  could  not  but  deeply  fympa- 
rhize  with  a  people,  whofe  ficua- 
tion  bore  fo  near  a  refemblance  to 
what  once  had  been  their  own.  It 
was  much  more  upon  thefe  princi- 
ples, than  upon  any  that  were  in- 
imical to  Great  Britain,  that  the 
Scotch  regiments  were  refufed  in 
the  beginning  of  the  conteH, 

But  thefe  feelings  being  conti- 
Eually  irritated  by  the  aggrava- 
tions of  the  war,  what  at  £rft 
feemed  to  be  only  a  friendly  con- 
cern or  blame  for  wrong-doing, 
by  degrees  degenerated  into  a  fett- 
led diflike;  and  thofe  under  its 
influence,  continually  fell  in  with 
and  ftrengthened  the  French  par- 
ty, who  were  adling  upon  princi- 
ples dircftly  oppofjte  to  thofe 
which  had  originally  operated 
with  themfeU'es.  Other  caufes 
concurred  in  the  fame  effcft.  A 
harfli  remonftrance  from  the  court 
of  London,  which  was  rcprefent- 
cd  as  holding  a  domineering  and 
arbitrary  language,  unfitting  to  be 
offered  to  fovereign  and  independ- 
ent ftates,  inftead  of  intimiuaiion, 
excited  nothing  but  refentment. 
Some  jealoufy  of  the  views  of  the 
itadtbclder,  fomented  by  theFrench 
f:iftion,,  had  for  feme  time  been 
gaining  great  ground;  and  it  be» 
ing  fuppofed  that  he  would  be 
fupported  in  thefe  by  the  court  of 
JLondon,  that  circumfiance  ferved 
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not  a  little  to  loofen  the  bonds  01 
union  between  both  nations. 

The  recent  circumftances  of  ex» 
amining  and  bringing  in  theDutch 
convoy  under  Count  Byland,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  the 
royal  proclamation  iffued  in  Lon- 
don on  the  17th  of  April,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  failure  of  the  dates 
general,  in  not  furnifhing  the  fuc- 
cours  iHpulated  by  treaty  to  Great 
Britain,  are  frefh  in  every  memo- 
ry, and  were  ftated  in  our  laft  vo- 
lume. 

Thus  circumftances  of  irrita- 
tion and  jealoufy,  were  continual- 
ly accumulating  on  both  fides, 
until  the  prefent  event  brought 
things  to  their  ultimate  point  of 
decifion.  Sir  Jofeoh  Yorke  im- 
mediately prefled  the  bufmefs  ia 
ftrong  memorials  to  the  ftates  ge- 
neral, and  after  ftating  the  clan- 
deftine  correfpondence  which,  it 
new  appeared  from  Mr.  Laurens's 
papers,  the  ftates  of  Amfterdara 
had  long  carried  on  with  the  Ame- 
rican rebels,  and  the  inftruftions 
and  powers  which  they  had  given, 
for  entering  into  a  treaty  with 
thofe  rebels,  although  they  were 
the  natural  fubjefts  of  a  fovereign 
to  whom  the  republic  was  joined 
by  the  ftrideft  ties  of  friend  (hip, 
he  then  demanded,  in  the  name  of 
the  king  his  roafter,  not  only  a 
formal  difavowal  of  fo  irregular  a 
ccnduft,  but  alfo  infifled  on  fpee- 
dy  latisfaflion,  adequate  to  the 
offences,  and  the  punifhment  of 
the  Penfionary  Van  Berkel  and 
his  accomplices,  as  diilurbers  of 
the  public  peace,  and  violators  of 
the  rights  of  nations. 

An  immediate  anfwer  not  being 
given,  the  Britifh  ambafTador  con- 
tinued to  prefs  thejnatcer  dofely 

ia- 


HISTORY    OF     EUROPE.       [145 


feveral  conferences,  and  at  length 
in  a  fecond  memorial.  The  ftates 
general  then  informed  Sir  Jofeph 
Yorke,  by  a  meflage,  that  his 
memorial  had  been  taken  ad  re- 
ferendum  by  the  deputies  of  the  rc- 
fpeflive  provinces,  according  to 
the  received  order  and  conftitution 
of  government;  and  that  they 
would  endeavour  to  frame  an  an- 
fwer  to  it,  as  foon  as  the  nature 
of  their  government  v/ould  admit. 
This  not  being  at  all  deemed  fa- 
tisfaftory  by  the  court  of  London, 
Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  received  orders 
to  withdraw  from  the  Hague;  and 
that  ftep  was  followed,  before  the 
p.  ,      clofe  of  the  year,    by 

Uec.  20tn.  ^  declaration  of  hofti- 
lities  againfl  Holland. 

Such  was  in  general  the  ftate  of 
public  affairs  previous  to  the  meet- 
ing of  the  new  parliament.  No 
change  of  any  confequence  had 
taken  place  in  adminiltration,  any 
more  than  in  the  ftate  of  the  par- 
ties that  compofed  the  oppofition. 
It  could  not  arife  from  an  appre- 
henfion,  on  the  fide  of  the  court, 
of  any  deficiency  of  ftrcngth  in  the 

o  1       Houfe  of  Lords,  that 

bept.  2Qth.    r 

^       ^         ux  new  peers  were  now 

created  ;  and  mull  therefore  be  at- 
tributed to  a  fenfe  of  merit,  and 
acknowledgement  of  fervices. 
Thefp  were  Lord  Gns>e,  the  Ho- 
nourable James  Bruiienell,  Sir 
William  De  Grey,  Sir  William 
Bagot,  Hon,  Charles  Fitzroy, 
and  Henry  Herbert,  Efq;  who 
were  all  created  Englifh  barons. 
We  do  not  confider  the  granting 
of  a  baronage,  with  an  extention 
to  the  female  line,  in  Earl  Tal- 
bot's family,  as  an  Immediate  in- 

creafe  of  peerage. Some  fm<ill 

r\i\        .u      time  before  the  meet- 

Uct.    lOtn.     •  r  1-  r    I 

ing  ot  parliament,  Ld, 
Vol.  XXIY. 


Carlifle  was  appointed  to  the  go- 
vernment of   Ireland  ;    and  Lord 
Grantham  fucceeded  him  at    the 
head  of  the  board  of  trade. 
The  firll  bufinefs  in  the  . 

5  I  IT 

Houfe  of  Commons  was  ne-  •> 
ceffarily  the  choice  of  a  fpeaker; 
a  bufinefs  which  afforded  an  op- 
portunity for  a  trial  of  ftrength  on 
both  fides,  and  to  the  miniilers, 
not  only  of  gratifying  former  re- 
fentments,  but  of  Ihewing  the 
danger,  in  certain  fituations,  of 
incurring  their  difpleafure.  Our 
readers  will  recolleft,  that  the 
fpeech  made  by  Sir  Fletcher  Nor- 
ton, as  fpeaker,  on  the  7  th  of 
May,  1777,  upon  his  prefenling 
to  the  throne,  the  bills  for  the 
difcharge  of  the  civil  lift  debts, 
and  for  the  addition  of  100, cool,  a 
year  to  that  ellablifhment,  gave 
great  umbrage  at  the  time  to  the 
court  and  adminiftration  ;  and  that 
notwithftanding  the  finftion  of  an 
immediate  vote  of  approbation 
from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the 
matter  was  ftill  fo  heavily  refented, 
as  to  be  again  brought  forward, 
when  it  was  productive  of  long 
debates,  which  were  intermixed 
with  no  fmall  degree  of  warmth 
and  acrimony.  The  Houle  of 
Commons,  however,  Supported 
their  Ipeaker,  and  he  obtained  a 
complete  triumph  upon  that  occa- 
iion. 

Tiie  differences  which  broke  out 
between  the  fpeaker  and  the  mini- 
fter  in  the  late  fcffion,  are  wiihin 
every  one's  recolleiflion,  and  ure 
ftated  in  our  laft  volume.  In  the 
altercations  which  then  arofe,  tha 
fpeaker  openly  afcribed  to  his  con- 
duft  on  the  former  occafion,  the 
caufes  of  his  preft-nt  complaiiUs, 
and  of  that  negledft  and  want  of 
confidence,    which    he    had   ever 

\K\  fince 
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fince  experienced  from  the  mini- 
ftry.  The  difcufllons  which  ihat 
bufinefs  produced,  any  more  than 
the  part  which  the  fpeaker  had 
taken  upon  fume  public  queftions 
of  grcyit  importance,  by  no  means 
tended  to  reconciliation. 

All  thefe  matters  were  in  full 
operation  againlt  the  late  fpeaker. 
Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  new  parliament.  Ano- 
ther fpeaker  was  accordingly  de- 


the  propofition,  of  again  putting 
him  into  a  fituation,  the  fatigues 
of  which,  in  his  prefent  precarious 
ftate  of  health,  muft  be  equally 
beyond  his  powers  of  application, 
and  deftrudive  to  his  conllitu- 
tion. 

The  American'  minifter,  after 
an  introdudion  upon  this  ground, 
then  moved,  that  Mr.  Cornwall, 
a  gentleman  eminently  endowed 
with  all  the  qualifications   necef- 


termined  upon,   and    the   mode  of    fary  for  fulfilling  the  duties  of  that 
conducting    the    bufinefs    adopted     high  ofiice,  with  no  lefs  honour  to 


by  the  minillers,  was  to  pay  the 
higheft  compliments  to  the  late 
fpeaker  upon  his  abilities  and 
knowledge,  and  to  m.ake  the  great- 
eft  acknowledgements,  as  well  of 
the  honour  and  dignity  with 
which  he  filled  his  high  llation, 
as  of  the  firmnefs,  prudence,  di- 
ligence, and  indefatigable  zeal, 
with  which  he  had  difcharged  its 
exceedingly  laborious  duties.  But 
being  thus  let  down  upon  foft 
ground,  it  was  then  lamented, 
that  by  the  continued  exertion  of 
thefe  eftimable  qualities,  during 
two  parliaments,  his  conftitution 
had  been  fo  much  impaired,  that 
its  effedls  in  the  laft  feflion,  had 
been  but  too  vifible  to  every  gen- 
tleman then  in  parliament;  and 
indeed,  notwithftanding  the  ea- 
gernefs  of  his  zeal,  could  not  but 
confiderably  aif'^cl  the  public  bufi- 
nefs of  that  time.  That  confider- 
ing  the  prefent  critical  fituation 
of  public  affairs,  much  bufinefs, 
and  confequently  many  long  and 
lace  debates,  were  likely  to  come 
on;  and  that  under  all  thefe  cir- 
cumlrances,  it   would  neither    be 


himfelf,  than  advantage  to  the 
houfe,  fhould  be  chofen  their 
fpeaker.  The  motion  was  fecond- 
ed  by  Mr.  Welbore  Ellis. 

The  oppofition  exprefled  the 
utmoft  aftonifhment,  not  only  at 
the  motion,  but  at  the  arguments 
which  were  held  out  as  the  grounds 
of  its  fupport.  The  minifters  had 
acknowledged  the  late  fpeaker  to 
be  the  moll  able  of  all  men  to  fill 
the  chair,  and  in  the  very  mo. 
ment  of  that  confeflion,  they  pro- 
pofe  another  candiate,  and  to 
heighten  the  inconfiftency,  ftrong- 
ly  recommend  to  him,  to  copy 
the  example  of  his  predecefibr. 
As  to  the  bad  health  of  the  late 
fpeaker  being  afugned  as  a  caufe 
for  his  rejection,  it  was  a  very 
bare,  and  an  entirely  unfounded 
pretence.  The  health  of  the  late 
fpeaker  was  now  fo  firmly  efta- 
blifned,  that  he  was  evidently  as 
capable  of  difcharging  all  the 
duties  of  his  office,  as  ever  he  had 
been  in  any  part  of  his  life.  This 
pretence  was  therefore  an  abfolate 
mockery  of  the  houfe,  and  the 
motion   was  intended  as   a    direfl 


decent  in  the  gentleman  himfelf  infuit  upon  that  gentleman;  and 
to  propofe,  nor  becoming  in  that  if  the  meafure  was  adopted,  it 
houfe,  to  fhew  fo  little  refpeft  would  be  a  moft  ungrateful  re- 
and  gratitude  to  him,  as  to  adopt    turn,    for  the  many  years  of  the 

moll 
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mod:  valuable  part  of  his  life, 
which  he  had  with  fo  much  ho- 
nour and  ability  devoted  to  the 
public  fervice  of  his  country  in 
thathoufe.  Mr.  Dunning  accord- 
ingly moved,  and  the  motion  was 
feconded  by  Mr.  Thomas  Towiif- 
hcnd,  that  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  be 
continued  fpeaker. 

That  gentleman  himfelf  faid, 
that  on  account  of  his  ill  ftate  of 
health  in  the  preceding  feflion, 
and  the  unavoidable  interruption 
which  it  occnfioned  to  the  public 
bufinefs,  he  had  come  to  the  houfe 
under  a  full  determination  not  to 
go  again  into  the  chair  upon  any 
account;  and  that  he  muit  there- 
fore decline  the  honour  intended 
him  by  hi'?  lenrned  friend  who 
had  made  the  motion,  and  by  him 
who  had  feconded  it,  for  his  re- 
inftatement.  But  he  mud  be  an 
idiot  indeed,  if  he  could  believe 
that  his  flare  of  health,  of  which 
none  of  the  king's  miniflers  had 
ever  received  the  fmallell  intima- 
tion from  him,  was  the  real  caufe 
of  their  moving  for  a  new  fpeaker, 
without  holding  the  fmallefl:  pre- 
vious communication  with  him 
upon  the  fubjeft.  He  had  in  the 
lall  feflion,  at  the  peril  of  his  life, 
and  contrary  to  the  advice  of  his 
phyficians,  come  down  to  that 
houfe:  he  had,  when  almoU  over- 
whelmed with  infirmity,  llrug- 
gled  hard  to  forward  the  bufinefs 
of  parliament ;  and  he  had  done 
fo  at  the  particular  defire  of  thofe, 
who  now  moved  to  have  another 
gentleman  appointed  fpeaker.  This 
was  ufage  he  did  not  cxpefl;  he 
thought  he  had  merited  other  treat- 
ment. He  had  been  in  town  three 
days,  and  had  never  been  aiked, 
whether  his  health  would  enable 
him  to  continue  in  the  chair,   nor 


had  he  been  applied  to  directly  or 
indiredlly,  on  the  fubjeft  of  choof- 
ing  a  new  fpeaker.  It  was  then 
an  infult  on  the  underftanding  of 
every  gentleman  prefent,  to  pre- 
tend  that  an  anxiety  for  his  health 
was  the  real  caufe,  for  moving 
that  another  fpeaker  might  ba 
chofen  ;  and  he  called  upon  the 
miniflers  to  declare,  why  he  was 
thus  difgraccfully  difmiffed? 

This  opened  a  wider  ground  of 
debate  to  the  oppofition,  which 
they  immediately  occupied.  They 
faid,  that  the  minifters  had  adopt- 
ed and  reduced  to  a  fvftem  the 
abominable  praftice,  of  endea- 
vouring to  difgrace  every  digni- 
fied charadler  in  the  kingdom  ; 
and  more  efpecially  to  infult  and 
villify  thofe  men  vvhofe  condu(^t 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  approved. 
That  iheir  refentments  were  net 
more  mean,  than  the  motive  oa 
which  they  were  founded,  in  the 
prefent  inftance,  was  unconftitu- 
tional  anddangercus.  Thatthe  me- 
morable fpeech,  which  had  drawa 
their  enmity  on  the  fpeaker,  re- 
flefted  the  higheft  honour  upan 
him;  and  was  equally  a  record  of 
his  impartiality  in  that  high  office, 
of  his  zeal  for  his  country,  and  of 
his  feeling  for  the  national  diltrcf- 
fes.  That  it  had  received  the  re-' 
peated  approbation  of  the  com- 
mons of  England;  and  was  equ.'J- 
ly  admired  and  approved  of  with- 
out doors.  And  yet  that  fpeecii, 
under  fuch  fanflions,  was  the  only 
caufe  for  their  prefent  attempt  to 
infult  and  difgrace  him.  That 
the  nation  would  now  form  a  pro- 
per edimate  of  the  views  and 
principles  of  the  minifters,  whc;ii 
they  law  the  open  and  avowed 
perfecution  which  they  cinicd  on 
agninft  all    thofe,    who  faithfully 

[A']   2  dlf- 
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difcharged  their  public  duties,  and 
who  had  fpirit  and  virtue  fuffi- 
cient,  to  Tupport  the  interefts  of 
the  people,  or  to  maintain  their 
rights.  The  new  members,  faid 
they,  will  now  fee  confirmed, 
what  they  had  before  heard  attri- 
buted onlvto  the  malice  of  parties, 
or  to  nevvfpaper  mifreprefentation. 
They  may  perhaps  obtain  a  good 
leflbn  now  at  their  firft  entrance, 
how  far  the  vengeance  of  power 
is  capable  of  operating  even  in 
this  popular  affembly. 

The  minillers  took  no  farther 
Ihare  in  the  debate,  beyond  the 
introda«5^ory  fpeech  of  the  noble 
lord  at  the  head  of  the  American 
affairs.  Lord  North,  though  more 
than  once  called  upon,  was  total- 
ly filent.  Nor  could  the  warm 
challenges  of  the  late  fpeaker,  nor 
the  repeated  calls  of  the  oppofu 
tion,  draw  out  any  manner  of  ex- 
planation from  them,  as  to  the 
caufes  or  motives  of  the  conduft  fo 
much  complained  of. 

The  debate  was,  however,  fup- 
ported  with  great  fpirit  by  the 
gentleman  who  feconded  the  mo- 
tion for  the  appointment  of  ,Mr. 
Cornwall,  and  by  Mr.  Rigby. 
They  faid  they  had  never  before 
heard,  nor  could  they  by  any 
means  fubfcribe  to  the  doftrines 
which  were  now  broached.  This 
was  the  firft  debate  in  which  they 
had  heard  it  aflertcd,  that  there 
was  any  thing  of  infult,  difgrace, 
or  contempt  to  any  man,  in  ap- 
pointing a  fpeaker,  or  that  any 
gentleman  was  either  to  be  called 
on,  or  expefled  to  ftate  his  rea- 
fons,  why  he  recommended,  or 
why  he  voted,  for  this  or  that 
particular  candidate.  In  a  new 
parliament,  every  member  had  an 
undoubted  right  to  give  his  voce 


as  he  pleafed  for  a  new  fpeaker; 
and  the  moft  learned  in  the  law 
were  defired  to  prove,  that  it  was 
any  part  of  the  conftitution  of 
parliament,  for  a  fpeaker  to  pof- 
fefs  the  chair  juft  as  long  as  he 
ftiould  think  proper,  unlefs  fome 
charge  of  criminality  could  be 
eftablifhed  againft  him. 

But  the  latter  of  thefc' gentle- 
men v/ent  farther,  and  acknow- 
ledged that  he  had  objeftions  to 
the  late  fpeaker  on  more  accounts 
than  one  ;  but  particularly  with 
refpefl  to  that  condud  in  the  year 
1777,  which  had  now  been  fo 
much  boafted  of.  He  had  at  that 
time  llrongly  exprefled  his  difap- 
probation,  both  of  the  fpeech,  and 
of  the  vote  of  thanks,  which  had 
been  now  read  as  a  matter  of 
triumph.  He  now  thought,  as 
he  then  did,  that  the  fpeaker 
went  too  far ;  that  he  was  not 
warranted  to  make  fuch  an  addrefs 
to  the  throne;  and  that  it  was 
flying  in  the  king's  face.  Being 
called  to  order  for  ufing  the  royal 
name,  he,  with  his  ufual  firmnefs, 
infifted  that  the  oppofition  were 
not  warranted  in  calling  him  to 
order,  as  he  had  not  ufed  that 
name  in  any  manner  which  could 
influence  the  freedom  of  debate. 
He  feemed  to  laugh  at  what 
had  been  thrown  out,  of  the  in- 
fluence of  the  crown,  and  the  fe- 
cret  reafons  for  the  motion  to  eleft 
a  new  fpeaker;  fuch  things,  he 
faid,  might  have  an  efFecl  with 
younger  men,  and  with  thofewho 
had  newly  entered  within  the 
walls  ofthathoufe,  but  they  could 
not  make  the  fmaileft  impreffion 
on  him.  The  mighty  fecret,  he 
faid,  why  one  fide  of  the  houfe 
moved  for  a  new  fpeaker,  and  the 
other  fupportcd  the  old,  was  re- 
ducible 
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dacible  to  a  fimple  faft,  and  when 
put  into  plain  Englifh,  and  flrip- 
ped  of  the  adventitious  drefs  of 
eloquence,  amounted  to  no  more, 
on  either  fide,  than  this — •'  We'll 
*'  vote  for  you,  if  you'll  be  for 
"  us." 

It  did  not,  however,  appear, 
upon  the  divifion,  that  the  young 
men  and  new  members,  in  gene- 
ral, had  any  great  obje<Jtion  to 
think  or  a£l  with  the  minifters. 
Lord  George  Germain's  motion 
for  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Corn- 
wall to  be  fpeaker,  was  carried  by 
a  majority  of  203  votes,  to  134 
who  fupporied  Mr.  Dunning's  no- 
mination of  the  late  fpeaker. 

The   new  fpeaker  was  exceed- 
ingly well  received,   upon  his  in- 
trodui^tion   to   the  throne,    at  the 
head    of  the   houfe,    on 
the  following  day.     The 
fpeech  to  both  houfes,  which  im- 
mediately fucceeded   the    ceremo- 
nial   of    receiving    the    fpeaker, 
feemed  to  hold  out  a  motive,  with- 
out its  being  diredlly  afligned,  for 
the  late  difl'slution,   by  declaring 
more  than  ordinary  fatisfadion  in 
meeting  parliament,     at   a    time, 
when  the  late  eledions  afforded  an 
opportunity  of  receiving  the  moft 
certain  informatioa  of  the  difpoli- 
tion  and  wifhes  of  the  people,  to 
which  his  majelly  was  always  in- 
clined to  pay  the  utmoft  attention 
and  regard.     The  other  objefts  of 
the  fpeech  were,  to  ftate,  in  a  full 
point  of  view,  the  arduous  fitua- 
tion  of  public  affairs  ;   the  formi- 
dable   nature,    the   injullice,    and 
the  dangerous  views,  of  that  vail 
combination  of  force,   which  was 
formed    againft  us    in    fupport    of 
the    American    rebellion.       The 
whole  force    and  faculties  of   the 
French    and   Spanifh    monarchies 


were  drawn  forth,  and  exerte<l  to 
the  utmoft,  the  undifguifed  objeft 
of  the  confederacy  being  to  grati- 
fy a  boundlefs  ambition,   by  de- 
ftroying  the  commerce,  and  giving 
a  fatal  blow  to  the  power  of  Great 
Britain.      It    was    acknowledged, 
that  the  force  granted  by  the  laft 
parliament,  along  with  the  divine 
blelfing  on  the  bravery  of  our  fleets 
and  armies,  had  happily  fucceed- 
ed in  withftanding  the  for-midable 
attempts  of  our  enemies,    and  in 
fruftrating  the  great  expeftations 
which  they  had  formed.     The  fig- 
nal  fuccelfes  which   had  attended 
the  progrefs  of  the  Britifh  arms  in 
Georgia  and  Carolina,  were  held 
out  to  view  ;   and  were  fiid  to  be 
gained,  with  fo   Tiuch  honour  to 
the  condudi    and    courage  of  the 
officers,   and  to  the  valour  and  in- 
trepidity of  the  troops,  as  equalled 
their  highefl  charafter  in  any  age, 
and,    it  was   trulled,    would   have 
important  confcqucnces  in  bring- 
ing the  war  to  a  happy  conclufion. 
But  though  the  accomplifhment  of 
that  great  end  was  moll  earnefily 
defired,    they  would   undoubtedly 
agree  in  opinion,  that  they  could 
only    fecure   fafe    and    honourable 
terms  of  peace,  by  fuch  powerful 
and    refpeftable    preparations,    as 
fhould  convince  our  enemies,   that 
we  would  not  fubmit    to    receive 
the  law  from  any  powers  whatfl""- 
ever,  and  that  we  are  united  in  a 
firm  refolution  to  decline  no  diffi- 
culty or  hazard  in   the  defence  cf 
our  country,  and  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  our  eflential  intereits.   The 
commons  were  informed,   that  his 
majclly   faw    and   felt,    with  con- 
cern,  that  the  various  fervices  of 
the  war,  mull,  unavoidably,  beat- 
tended  with  great  and  heavy  cx- 
pcnces ;   but  they  were  defired  to 
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grant  fuch  fupplies  only,  as  their 
own  fecuritv,  and  the  exigency  of 
affairs  (hould  be  found  to  require. 

The  forms  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons happened,  upon  this  occa- 
fton,  to  prevent  the  fpeech  from 
being  coniidercJ  or  read  until  the 

T.T  ,  ,  followine:  Tuefday  ; 
Nov.  6th.  ,  jj     r     Ja 

when  an  addrcls,  ad- 
ding the  ufual  realTertion  of  all  the 
propofilions      contained      in     the 
ipeech,  and  fuch  compliments  as 
the  events  of   the  day  fuggefted, 
was  moved  for  by  Mr.  De  Grey, 
and  feconded  by  Sir  Richard  Sut- 
ton.    An  amendment  was  moved 
by  Mr.   Grenville,    and  feconded 
by  Col.  Fitzpatrick,  propofing  to 
leave  out  the  whole  addrefs,    ex- 
cepting  the   complimentary  part, 
and    to  fubrtitute  in  the  place  of 
the  fubfequent  claufes  thefe  words, 
that,    "  In  this  arduous  conjanc- 
*•   ture  we.  are  determined  to  unite 
"  our  efforts   for  the    defence  of 
**  this  our  country;    and  we  beg 
*♦  leave    to    affure   your    majefty, 
*'  that  we  will   decline  no   diffi- 
*'  culty  or  hazard   in    preserving 
"  the  effential    interefls   of    this 
*'  kingdom." 

As    the   old  queftion,   of   fup- 
porting  or  abandoning  the  Ameri- 
can war,   neceffarily  held  a  princi- 
pal part  in  the  prefent  debate,  we 
ihall  only  attend  to  the  new  mat- 
ter introduced,  or  the  new  ground 
of  argument  taken,  on  either  fide. 
It  was  advanced,  in  fupport  of  the 
addrefs,  that  our  affairs  in  Ame- 
rica were  in  a  much  better  train, 
and  much  more  profperous  fitua- 
lion,   than    they  had   been  at  any 
time  fincc  the  convention  of  Sara- 
toga:  that  the  fplendid  fuccefs  of 
Lord  Cornwallis  in    the  fouthern 
colonies,  had  enhanced  the  repu- 
tation of    the  Britifh   arir.Sj   and 


had  in  the  higheft  degree  intimi- 
dated our  enemies.      That  Caro- 
lina was   entirely  reduced   to   the 
obedience  of  our  arm?,    and  the 
numerous  friends  of  Great  Britain 
in    that  country,    were   no  longer 
afraid   to   avow   their    fentiments. 
That  it  was  no  longer  a  quellion 
of    allegiance    and    independency 
between  us  and  our  colonics  ;  but 
the    queftion    now    was,     wheiher 
we  fliould  relinquifh  thofe  valuable 
provinces   to   the   houfe   of  Bour- 
bon? Noloverof  his  country  could 
hefitate  a  moment,  in  oppofing  to 
the  laft  fuch  an  acceflion  of  flrength 
to    our    natural   enemy ;    and    no 
friend  of  America  could  with  that 
we  fhould  rcfign  her  to  the  yoke 
of  an  arbitrary  fovereign. 

Nothing,   they  faid,  could  be  a 
greater   miftake,  or  more  impro- 
perly held  out,  than  the  language 
continually  ufed  on  the  other  iide, 
that  the  war  was  at  prefent  carried 
on  for  the  purpofe  of  conquering 
America.      The  faft  was  diredly 
oiherwife.      The     war    was    now 
carried  on  to  proteft  our  numerous 
American  friends  from   the  tyran- 
ny and  oppreffion  of  the  congrefs. 
This  was  a  purpofe  which  neither 
jultice,    humanity,     gratitude,   or 
even  a  regard  to  our  own  intcrefts, 
would  permit  us  to  ab;indon,     Ic 
would    not    now   be    infilled    that 
America    could    be    recovered    by 
conqueft;    but  it  was    well   to  be 
hoped,    that  America  was  llill   to 
be  regained  by  this  country.    The 
juft    and    liberal    offers    made  by 
Great    Britain     to   America,    had 
produced    very  great    and  general 
efrefls  upon  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple;  and  it  was  not  to  be  doubted 
that  more  than    half    the  Ameri- 
cans,  when   freed  from  their  op- 
prefi'urs,    would    appear    to   have 
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been  friends  to  the  Britifli  go- 
vernment. This  then  was  no  fea- 
fon  for  the  language  of  defpond- 
ency;  our  late  fignal  fuccelTes, 
operating  upon  this  difpofition  of 
the  people,  mull  produce  the  hap- 
pieft  efFefts;  and,  that  as  we  have 
now  feen  and  correcfled  our  own 
errors,  fo  the  prevalc^nce  of  reafon 
over  paflion  will  operate  equally 
with  the  Americans,  and  prevent 
their  being  far  behind  us;  efpe- 
cially  as  occafion  muft  continually 
be  given,  for  contralling  the  hap- 
pinefs  which  they  enjoyed  under 
our  mild  government,  with  the  ty- 
ranny of  iheir  prefenc  rulers,  and 
of  feeling  more  and  more  their 
odious  and  difgraceful  dependence 
on  France. 

They  then  contended,  that  our 
fituatlon   precluded  every  profpedl 
of  honourable  peace,   but  through 
the  medium  of  vidory;    that   the 
proiecution    of   the  war  with  the 
utmoll  energy,   until   it  might  be 
terminated  on  better  and  more  ho- 
nourable grounds  that  at  prefent, 
was  effential  to  the  political  exilt- 
ence  of  Great  Britain;  and,  in  a 
word,  that  we  mull  humble  France 
through    the    fides     of    America. 
That  if  we  even  fubmitted  to   the 
humiliating  and  difgraceful  mea- 
fure  of  acknowledging  the  inde- 
pendency of  America,    Hill,  that 
fatal  conceffion,  which  would  ex- 
pofe  us  to  the  probable  lofs  of  al! 
our    tranfmarine    poffeffions,    and 
fink  the  political  confequence   of 
this  kingdom   to  nothing    in    the 
fcale  of  Europe,   would  not  acce- 
lerate the  work  of  peace,  however 
fervently    that    happy    event    was 
to  be  defired.     America  was  a  new 
Hate;   fhe  muft  maintain  or  ellab- 
lifh  her  public  charader;   and  Ihe 
was  bound  by  every  tie  of  policy. 


as  well  as  honour,  not  to  df^fert 
her  allies,  or  to  leave  them  ex- 
pofed  to  our  colledted  etrorts,  in  a 
war  undertaken  for  her  advantage. 
But  if  it  were  otherwife,  fhe  was 
now  too  clofely  conneclod  with, 
and  too  much  dependent  on 
France,  to  have  it  in  her  power  to 
enter  into  a  feparate  treaty  wicri 
Great  Britain. 

Our  fituation  was  undoubtedly 
difficult   and  perilous;   but,  if  our 
native  courage  did  not  do  it,  we 
might  learn   from  the  example  of 
other  wife  and  powerful  nations, 
never  to  defpond  in  any  circam- 
ftances ;   but  to  txpetfl  the  happy 
effeds  of  fortitude    even    in    the 
mod  adverfe   fitu:itions.     Nor,  ia 
truth,  was  the  heterogeneous  con- 
federacy formed    again ll    us,    al- 
though   undoubtedly    in    a    very 
high     degree    powerful,     by    any 
means  fo  tremendous  and  alarm- 
ing as  was  reprelented  and  ima- 
gined.    Befides  the  principles  of 
difunion,   and    many  other  faults 
common  to  all  confederacies,   this 
was   compofed  of  powers,   which, 
in  the  nature  of  things,  were   the 
moll   unlikely,   if  not    utterly  in- 
capable,   of  coalefcing,     for   any 
continuance,  with  cordiality,  that 
ever  were,   or   that  poffibly  could 
be    brought   together.     The   Spa- 
niards   had    the    ftrongell    natural 
averfion,  cheriihed  by  the  accumu- 
lated prejudices  of  all  ages,   both 
to     the     people    and    country    of 
France.     And  could   it    be    iup- 
pofed  or   believed,   that    the  Pro- 
teliant  republicans  of  North  Ame- 
rica,    who  were    more    zealoufly 
attached  to  their  religious  and  po- 
litical principles  than  perhaps  any 
other   civilized    people,   and   who 
were  fighting  againlt  their  parent 
country  and   their  own  blood  for 
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iihtrty,  fliould  enter  into  a  cordial 
iViendlhip  and  lafling  bands  of 
union  with  a  Roman  Catholic  and 
defpotic  power,  which  having  en- 
/laved  its  own  people,  would  not 
afFord  the  word  liberty  a  place  in 
its  diftionaries.  We  fliould  then 
ftrike  at  the  whole  confederacy, 
and  not  at  this  part  or  that  fepa- 
rately,  until  the  vigour  of  our 
efforts,  operating  upon  its  own 
principles  of  difTolution,  had  Iha- 
ken  the  whole  fabric  to  pieces. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  there  was  every  year 
a  new  reafon  for  continuing  the 
American  war ;  firft,  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  fend  troops  to  deliver 
the  men  of  property  and  confe- 
quence  on  that  continent  from  the 
tyranny  of  the  mob  j  afterwards 
to  deliver  the  lower  ranks  from 
the  oppreiHon  of  the  upper,  and 
prticularly  of  the  congrefs;  and 
now  we  are  called  upon  to  deliver 
both  from  the  thraldom  in  which 
they  were  held  by  France.  Such 
were  the  vain  and  empty  delufions 
by  which,  year  after  year,  the 
nation  had  been  led  through  all 
the  calamity,  lofs,  danger,  and 
difgrace,  of  this  ruinous  war. 
The  infatuation  of  the  minifters 
was  now  evidently  as  ftrong,  for 
its  continuance,  as  it  had  been  in 
the  beginning;  and  they  feemed 
to  think  the  parliament  and  na- 
tion to  be  as  blind  and  as  infatu- 
ated as  they  were  themfelves. 
The  laft  parliament  had,  like 
other  the  moft  abandoned  finners, 
in  its  dying  agonies,  confefled  the 
caufe  of  its  corruption  and  profli- 
grc/;  this  day  would  afford  a  de- 
monftration,  whether  the  fatal  and 
corrupt  influence  then  acknow- 
ledged, had  extended  to  the  pre- 
sent.    Whatever  effed  miniilerial 


arts  had  heretofore  produced  oit 
the  opinions  and  difpofuion  of 
the  people,  the  general  cry  now 
was,  *'  Peace  witli  America,  and 
•*  war,  vigorous  war,  with  our 
'*  natural  enemies;"  it  remain- 
ed to  be  ften,  whether  the  minir 
ilers  had  influence  enough  in  that 
houfe,  to  enable  them  llill  to  cany 
on  the  American  war,  to  the  en- 
tire ruin,  and  contrary  to  the  ex- 
prefs  fenfe  of  the  nation. 

But  we  are  told  that  our  Ame- 
rican affairs  are  now  in  a  much 
more  flourifhing  and  proiperous 
condition  than  they  have  been  at 
any  time  fince  the  affair  at  Sara^ 
toga;  and  that  the  fplendid  vic- 
tory obtained  at  Camden,  is  to  de- 
cide the  fate  of  that  continent. 
This,  faid  they,  has  been  the 
conftant  language,  at  every  gleam 
of  fuccefs,  ever  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war.  It  is  in- 
deed true,  that  our  fucceffes  in  that 
time  have  been  fplendid  and  nu- 
merous, and  that  our  otiicers  and 
troops  have,  upon  various  occa- 
fions,  obtained  great  honour;  but 
how  far  have  we,  upon  the  whole, 
been  gainers  by  thefe  advantages? 
Bollon  was,  in  the  beginning,  ex- 
changed for  New  York.  The 
reduction  of  that  capital,  the  vic- 
tory at  Long  Iflandj  that  at  the 
Brandy  Wine,  and  the  taking  of 
Philadelphia,  (the  feat  of  congrefs, 
and  the  capital  of  America)  were 
all,  in  their  refpeiflive  day,  ob- 
jeds  of  the  greateft  triumph,  and 
each  held  our,  as  leading  to  fuc- 
cefles  Hill  more  fplendid,  which 
mufl  necefi'aniy  decide  the  fate  of 
that  continent.  There  will  not 
be  the  face  of  a  rebel  feen  in  all 
North  America,  was  the  conltant 
languageofthofe  times.  It  would 
be  uiineceliary  to  particularize  the 
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real  confequences  of  thefe  fuc- 
cefTes  ;  or  to  make  any  comment 
upon  the  abandoning  of  Philadel- 
phia, or  the  dancer  which  attend- 
ed the  retreat.  Another  fource  of 
confidence  is  offered  to  us  in  the 
exchange  of  Rhode  Ifland,  the 
very  bell  winter  harbour  in  all 
North  America,  for  Charles- 
Town,  the  capital  of  South  Caro- 
lina. Let  thofe  expert  in  fuch 
calculations  detjmine  on  which 
fide  the  balance  lies.  But  the 
glorious  victory  at  Camden  is  now 
to  make  up  for  every  thing,  and 
to  revive  all  our  former  moil  fan- 
guine  hopes  and  illufions.  But  if 
we  found  our  judgment  on  analo- 
gy or  experience,  are  we  not  ra- 
ther to  conilder  ic  as  the  forerunner 
of  fome  fatal  difaller?  What  could 
be  more  fplendid  or  flattering  than 
the  fuccefs  at  Ticonderago  ?  Yet 
that  was  followed  by  the  lofs  of 
the  whole  army.  Have  we  lefs 
reafon  now,  than  we  had  at  that 
time,  to  expedt  fuch  a  reverfe  of 
fortune  as  then  happened?  The 
confequence  of  our  fuccefs  at 
Charles-Town,  was  the  laying 
Lord  Cornwallis  under  a  neceiTity 
of  putting  all  to  the  hazard,  by 
encountering  a  gr?at  fuperiority 
of  force  at  C;imuen.  The  merit 
and  honour  of  that  aclion  lie  en- 
tirely with  the  general  and  his 
army  ;  but  what  are  we  to  fay  to, 
or  to  expe<5l  from  thofe  condudors 
of  the  war,  who  laid  him  under 
that  dangerous  necelTity,  which 
renders  his  viclory  a  miracle  ?  or 
if  fuch  confequences  are  the  natu- 
ral and  jnevuable  refult  of  our 
fuccefles  on  that  continent,  with 
what  hope,  or  to  what  end,  is  the 
war  continued  ? 

They  obferved  farther,    that    a 
calamitous  circumllance  attending 


that  aftion  afforded  a  diredl  proof, 
that  the  m.ijority  of  the  Ameri- 
cans (us  had  been  fo  frequently 
and  confidently  afli  rted  by  the 
niiniflers)  were  not  friendly  to 
this  country  ;  but,  on  the  contra- 
ry, that  they  were  almofl  univer- 
fally  attached  to  the  caufe  of  con- 
grefs.  For  no  fooner  had  General 
Gates  appeared  among  the  Caro- 
linians, than  thofe  very  men 
flocked  to  his  llandard,  who  had. 
taken  the  oaths  to  our  government, 
carrying  with  them  the  arms  that 
were  put  into  their  hands  by  our 
general  ;  a  circumllance  which 
reduced  him  to  the  unhappy  ne- 
cefiity  of  putting  fuch  of  them  as 
were  taken  to  death.  But  the 
very  fame  neccffity  which  obliged 
the  general,  contrary  to  his  difpo- 
fliisn,  to  recur  to  ads  of  terror, 
excludes  any  reliance  in  the  affec- 
tion of  that  people  againll  whom 
they  were  neccffary. 

It  was  acknowledged,  that  great 
advantages  might  be  derived  from 
the  late  fuccefs  obtained  by  the 
good  conduft  and  gallantry  of 
Lord  Cornwallis  and  his  army. 
It  might  be  made  the  foundatioa 
of  an  honourable  and  happy  peac^ 
Let  iniiiiilers,  faid  the  oppofition^ 
feiz:!  and  improve  the  advantage, 
and  they  will  dclcrve  and  rec-nve 
the  thanks  and  applauje  of  their 
country.  But  have  thev  given  us 
the  fniallell  hopes  of  fujh  a  dif- 
pofitirjn  ?  On  the  contrary,  faiJ 
they,  does  not  the  fp-ech  itfelf, 
and  does  not  the  propofed  addrefs, 
which  is  its  echo,  prove  to  the  con- 
viction of  this  houfe,  that  they 
are  determined  to  purfue  the  war 
to  the  utmoll  ?  They  dare  not  give 
it  up.  They  mull  at  all  events 
carry  it  on.  And  its  unpopulari- 
ty,   and  that  only,  is  the  tenure 
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bv  which  thev  hold  their  places. 
Ti)  that  object  therefore  were  all 
€thcrs  facrificed.  Jt  was  upon  that 
account  that  raw  ncw-raifed  regi- 
ment?, under  inexpeiic-nced  offi- 
cers, were  fcnt  to  pcriui,  not  in 
-Retail,  but  by  whole  columns,  on 
the  Welt  India  fervice,  whilft  the 
veterans,  who  were  proof  to  all 
climates  and  feaibns,  were  kept  in 
Amsrizs.. 

Ic  would  Teem  to  h"ve  been  ra- 
ther pleaiantly  than  ferioufly  faid, 
on  the  other  fide,  that  Great  Bri- 
tain Handing  iingly>  and  without 
an  ally,  in  the  war,  had  great  ad- 
vantages over  the  powerful  confe- 
deracy which  was  formed  againll 
her.  If  the  dodrine  had  been 
true,  this  nation  muft  undoubt- 
edly at  prefent  be  th^  moil  flourifh- 
ing  in  the  univcrfe,  for  (he  is  pro- 
bably the  only  one  in  that  predi- 
cament. It  feems,  however,  to 
have  been  ferioufly  advanced,  by 
the  fubfequent  aliufions  to  the 
league  of  Cauibrav,  and  to  the 
confederacy  againft  Lewis  XIV. 
neither  cf  which  can  in  any  de- 
gree apply  in  the  prefent  inflance. 
Jt  was  common  danger,  diftrefs, 
and  a  participation  of  interelis, 
that  chieHy  endeared  nations,  as 
well  as  individuals,  to  one  ano- 
ther ;  and  this  tie,  for  the  prefent, 
unite^i  the  French  and  Americans 
jn  the  clofell  friendlhip.  But  if 
we  he'd  out  to  America  a  feparate 
intere'i,  and  that  accompanied 
wi;h  fuch  fecurity,  as  (Viouid  re- 
fijove  all  ideas  of  a  common  dan- 
ger, it  was  con fi lien t  with  expe- 
rience, and  the  ufual  courfe  cf 
things,  to  exped  that  we  might 
difiblve  the  friend ihip,  and  have 
an  opportunity  of  fuccefsfuUy 
treating  with  her.  Indeed,  with- 
oat  afcribing  to  the  Americans 
any  anufual  degree  either  of  gra- 


titude or  perfidy,  and  confidermg 
them  merely  as  men,  whofe  con- 
duif>,  like  that  of  all  others, 
would  naturally  be  governed  by 
a  mixture  of  both  reafon  and  paf- 
fion,  it  was  fairly  to  be  preiumed, 
that  by  fuch  a  courfe,  and  by  ab- 
ilaining  from  offenfive  hcftilities 
againil  them,  they  might  ftill  be 
detached  from  the  caufe  of  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon. 

What  wojuld  L'  ;he  confequence 
they  afked,  of  withdrawing  the 
troops  from  America?  American 
independence  undoubtedly.  Would 
this  be  a  means  of  obtaining  peace? 
— it  cannot  be  denied.  Could  the 
troops  fubdue  America,  if  they 
Itayed  there? — .'it  is  not  even 
hoped.  Can  the  American  war 
be   given    up    without   her    being 

independent  ? certainly    not. 

C.in  peace  be  obtained  upon  any 
other  terms  than  American  inde- 
pendence?— the  rainifiers  know  it 
cannot.  If  thefe  things  are  fo, 
(and  they  cannot  be  controverted) 
the  minilters  are  wafting  the  blood 
and  ireafure  of  this  country  with- 
out an  cbjeft. 

They  tot'illy  denied,  that  our 
affairs  in  America  were  now  in  a 
better  fituation  than  they  had 
been  at  any  time  fmce  the  conven- 
tion of  Saratoga  ;  and  infiited  that 
we  were  now,  in  all  refpefts,  in 
infinitely  worfe  circumllances  :  but 
without  walling  time,  they  faid, 
in  confidering  the  comparative 
value  of  poits,  or  the  relative 
ftrength  of  armies,  are  we  not 
more  than  forty  millions  worfe, 
through  the  mere  expsnces  of  the 
war,  than  we  were  at  that  period  ? 
and  has  not  the  failure  of  our  com- 
merce, and  the  exhaufture  of  our 
refources,  been  in  a  ftill  greater 
proportion  ? 

Every  military  man,  they  faid, 

had 
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had  known,  from  the  time  of  the 
affair  of  Trenton,  that  all  attempts 
to  fubdue  America  were  fo  many 
fruiilefs  prollitutions  of  blood  and 
treafure,  for  that  the  matter  was 
altogether  impradlicable.  Is  it 
then  wife  or  prudent,  faid  th^y, 
for  this  houfe  to  pledge  itfelf  pre- 
cipitately by  an  addrefs,  to  the 
farther  fupport  and  continuance 
of  that  ruinous  and  impraAicable 
war  ?  Let  us  on  the  contrary  aflure 
his  majefty,  and  declare  to  all  the 
world,  that  though  we  will  not 
longer  purfue  a  meafure  of  folly 
and  ruin,  we  Ihall  afford  every 
polfihle  fupport  to  his  arms,  when 
directed  againft  their  proper  ob- 
jed,  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  Let 
that  houfe  defervedly  feel  every 
exertion  of  our  force,  and  every 
effect  of  our  refentment.  So  far 
the  amendment  went,  and  no  far- 
ther ought  they  to  bind  them- 
felves. 

Some  mifcellaneous  matter  was 
drawn  in,  particularly  by  Mr. 
Fox  and  Coi.  Fitzpatrick,  who 
animadverted  greatly  on  feveral 
circumltances  relative  to  the  late 
diffolution,  as  well  as  to  the  gene- 
ral eledtion.  The  former  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  fpeech  began  with 
alluring  them  ihix  his  majefty 
wil]u:d  to  know  the  fenle  of  his 
people,  and  the  fame  paragraph 
contained  the  greatell  mockery 
and  infult  upon  the  people,  by 
telling  them  that  be  hoped  to  re- 
ceive the  information  he  wilhed 
for,  through  the  medium  of  the 
late  eleftiuns.  Were  thofe  elec- 
tions, faid  he,  free  ?  Was  the  dif- 
folution previoufly  announced,  or 
the  time  of  it  properly  chofen  ? 
He  hoped  to  God  thefe  circum- 
liances  would  become  the  object  of 
^n  enq^uiry  in  thai  houfe,  and  that 


it  might  be  known  which  of  the 
king's  fervants  it  was,  who  had 
dared  to  advife  his  majt-lly  to  dif- 
folve  his  parliament,  at  that  parti- 
cular time  that  the  difiblution 
took  place  ;  at  a  time  when  moll 
gentlemen  were  taken  by  furprife. 
Indeed,  for  himfeU,  he  knew  the 
minilters  too  well,  to  be  furprifed. 
it  it  had  taken  place  ia  the  midlt 
of  the  harvell,  or  at  whatever  mo- 
ment was  the  mod  prejudicial  to 
the  people,  or  the  moll  unfavour- 
able to  the  freedom  of  eledlion. 
As  it  was,  it  took  place  when  the' 
majority  of  that  houfe,  efpecially 
of  thofe  who  had  uniformly  oppo- 
fed  and  reprobated  the  mad  and 
deilruclive  meafures  of  miniilers, 
were  in  camp,  and  at  confiderable 
dillance  from  the  places  they  re- 
prefented  ;  fo  that  the  miniilers, 
inllcad  of  confulting  the  wilhes  of 
the  people,  and  inilead  cf  render- 
ing the  event  as  little  injurious  as 
poflible  to  the  internal  peace  and 
quiet  of  the  kingdom,  had  takea 
pains  to  render  the  diffolution  of 
parliament  as  great  and  calamitous 
an  evil  as  could  have  happened. 

He  particularly  condemned  the 
miniltry  f  r  the  u neon ftitu clonal, 
ufe  they  had  made  of  the  army. 
The  military,  he  faid,  was  a  force 
at  all  times  inimical  to  liberty, 
and  therefore  it  behoved  every 
Englilhman  to  watch  the  army 
with  a  jealous  eye.  A  few  raonthai 
fince,  perhaps,  the  deiicr.te  fitua-t 
tion  of  affairs  made  it  wifer  io  ac-i 
quiefce  in  a  queftionable  meafure, 
th.in  to  hazard  the  appearance  of 
countenancing  the  iniurredion,  b)? 
calling  in  queition  the  means  ufed 
to  fupprefs  it ;  but  now  the  occa- 
fion  was  over,  conll:tutional  con-^ 
fiderations  mule  take  their  turn. 
He  then  proceeded  to  reprehend 

the 
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the  minillers  in  the  moil  pointed 
terms  f"r  having  dared  co  fend 
orders  to  officers  in  all  the  towns  of 
the  kingdom,  as  well  in  thofe 
where  tnere  had  not  been  the 
fiTialleft  pronenefs  to  tumult,  as 
in  thoie  where  it  hud  entirely  fub- 
fuied,  and  that  quiet  was  perfcdl- 
}y  rellored,  giving  them  power  to 
r,£l  at  difcretion,  without  the  au- 
thority of  the  civil  magiltrate. 
'I'hefe  orders,  he  faid,  had  not 
been  recalled,  till  almoft  every 
eleftion  was  over  ;  and  he  repre- 
fented  it  as  an  alarming  violence 
to  the  conlUtutionj  and  a  meafure 
which  called  loudly  for  parlia- 
mentary enquiry. 

He  likewife  arraigned  the  mini- 
fters  in  terms  of  the  utmoll  feveri- 
ty,  for  the  iniult  which,  he  faid, 
had  been  offered  to  the  navy,  and 
the  prejudice  done  to  that  fervice 
by  the  late  appointment  of  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer  to  the  government 
of  Greenwich  hofpital.  A  fubj?ft 
upon  which  he  feemed  to  exhault 
ail  his  powers  of  cenfure. 

The  original  addrefs  was  at 
length  carried,  upon  adivifion,  by 
a  majority  of  212,  to  130  who 
fupported  the  amendment. 

The  addrefs  in  the  houfe  of  lords 
was  moved  for,  on  the  day  that 
the  fpeech  from  the  throne  was 
delivered,  by  the  Earl  of  Weft- 
moreland.  An  amendment  was 
moved  by  the  Marquis  of  Car- 
marthen, which,  like  that  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  went  to  the 
cmiflion  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
sddrefs.  The  debate  was  neither 
long  nor  interefling  ;  and  the  ori- 
ginal addrefs  was  carried  upon  a 
divifion,  by  a  majority  of  68  to 
23.  It  was  obferved  as  a  fingula- 
nty  upon  this  occafion,  and  was 
afterwards    commented    upon    in 


more  places  than  one,  that  the 
moderation  and  virtue  of  not  tak- 
ing advantage  of  the  opportunity 
afforded  by  the  late  riots,  to  unite 
the  arms  of  an  enraged  populace 
with  thofe  of  the  military,  and  ap- 
ply both  to  the  overthrow  of  the 
conftitution  of  this  country,  and 
the  deftruition  of  the  liberties  and 
rij^hts  of  the  people,  according  to 
the  example  a  few  years  fince 
fet  by  the  prince  in  a  northern 
kingdom,  were  grounds  of  great 
acknowledgement  and  thanks  to 
the  fovereign. 

Upon  the  refolution    -^j 
in  the  committee  of  fup-  *     ^' 

ply,  that  91,000  feamen,  includ- 
ing marines,  fhould  be  voted  for 
the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year, 
Mr.  Fox,  after  declaring  his  af- 
fent,  pledged  himfelf  to  the  houfe 
that  he  would,  after  the  holidays, 
move  for  the  difmiflion  of  the  Earl 
of  Sandwich,  and  afterwards  for 
bringing  him  to  condign  punifh- 
ment,  and  gave  notice  that  he 
fhould  found  thefe  motions  on  two 
different  caufes  ; — the  firfl  for  ad- 
vifing  his  majefty  to  promote  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer  to  the  government 
of  Greenwich  hofpital  ; — and  the 
fecond  for  the  fhameful  negled  of 
the  navy  during  that  nobleman's 
adminiftration. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  Sir  . 

Fhtchef  Norton,  the  late 
fpeaker,  for  his  condud  in  that 
office,  being  moved  for  by  Mr. 
Townfliend,  and  fupported  by  the 
oppofirion  in  general,  met  with 
great  refiftance  on  the  court  fide, 
and  brought  out  confiJerable  de- 
bate, although  the  minillers  them- 
fe!ves  took  no  direct  part.  It  was, 
however,  carried  on  a  divifion,  by 
a  majority  of  136  to  96.  Several 
of  the  new  mewbers  took  a  part  in 
oppofing 
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oppofing  the  vote  of  thanks  ;  upon 
this  occafion  Lord  North  wera 
with  the  oppofition  upon  the  di- 
vifion. 

,  In  a  few  days  after,  the 

^7'"*  thanks  of  the  houfe  ('f  com- 
mons were  voted  to  Generals  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  Earl  Cornwallis, 
and  Admiral  Arbuthnot,  for  the 
eminent  and  very  important  fer- 
vices  performj-J  by  them,  particu- 
larly by  the  reduftion  of  Charles- 
Town,  and  by  the  late  moft  glo- 
rious victory  obtained  at  Camden. 
Several  of  the  eftimates,  parti- 
cularly thofe  of  the  army,  had,  as 
ufual  in  the  courfe  of  this  war,  at 
different  times  produced  much  de- 
bate, complaint,  and  altercation. 
In  the  committee  of  fuppJy.  Se- 
vc-ral  motions  were  made  by  the 
oppofition  for  papers  and  returns, 
intended  to  afford  an  exaft  know- 
ledge of  the  Hate  of  the  forces  em- 
ployed on  foreign  fervice  at  cer- 
tain given  periods,  which  thev  fup- 
pofed  or  faid,  did  not  approach  fo 
near  the  prefent  time,  as  to  render 
the  communication  capable  of  any 
ill  confequence  ;  but  from  svhich 
they  intended  to  fnew  how  far  fhort 
the  real  number  of  effeftive  troops 
was  at  thofe  periods,  from  that 
which  was  llited  on  paper,  and 
paid  for  by  the  nation.  Some  of 
thefe  were  rejected,  and  others 
agreed  to.  The  old  argument 
was  again  frequently  recurred  to, 
of  the  raifchief  or  danger  of  afl'ord- 
ing  information  to  the  enemy  ; 
and  it  was  attempted  co  be  thrown 
into  ridicule  by  aflcing,  if  it  was 
fuppofed  that  Gen.  WaQiington 
wanted  any  information  at  that 
time,  as  to  the  ftate  and  condition 
of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  army  twelve 
jnonth's  before  ? 

The  appointment  of  Sir  Hugh 


Pallifer  to  the  government  of 
Greenwich  hofpital,  and  his  tak- 
ing his  fe.it  in  the  houfe  as  mem- 
ber for  Huntingdon,  were  the 
means  of  bringing  out,  if  not  the 
moft  intererting  debate,  at  leall 
the  longeft,  and  by  far  the  mofl 
angry  dilcufTion,  which  took  place 
before  the  recefs.  We  have  little 
inclination  to  enter  deeply  into  ;: 
matter  wherein  perlbnal  refent- 
ment,  with  the  defire  of  fupport- 
ing  a  favourite  of  government, 
might  well  be  fuppofed  among 
the  principal  operative  motives  ort 
both  fides  ;  and  which  is  befides 
of  no  other  moment  now  perhaps 
to  the  public,  than  merely  the 
knowledge  arifing  from  it  as  at> 
hillorical  fad.  It  is,  however, 
neceflary  to  take  fuch  a  view  of 
the  fubjecl  in  this  part,  as  will  il- 
lullrate  and  explain  the  fubfe- 
quent  debates  and  iranfadions  of 
which  it  was  produdive. 

We  have  already  feen  the  no- 
tice given  by  Mr.  Fox  of  his  in- 
tended motion  relative  to  the  ap, 
pointment  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  to 
his  government;  and  it  was  fup- 
pofed that  avow.-.l  of  a  direct  at- 
tack, was  a  motive  with  the  other 
fide  in  accelerating  that  gentle- 
man's introdudion  to  the  houle  of 
commons,  in  order  that  he  might 
there  perfonally  fiipport  his  owr\ 
caufe,  and  in  a  hope  that  his  prc- 
fence  might  check  that  torrent  of 
inveftive  and  cenfure,  which  the 
minillers  knew  they  iTiould  otiier- 
wife  fullain  upon  his  account.  H^ 
intended  appearance  in  the  houle 
on  the  day  chat  the  naval  r Inmates 
were  to  be  laid  before  th;;  com- 
mittee was  known,  and  a  p^rfonal 
quarrel  between  him  and  Mr.  Fox 
was  expected  to  be  the  confe- 
quence. 

.Mr. 
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Mr.  Fox  was  accordingly  the 
princip;il  alTailant,  and  the  mini- 
ller  hi:n(e!f  llooil  forth  as  the  able 
champion  for  the  new  governor. 
The  difculTion  was  renewed  on 
the  following  day,  upon  bringing 
up  the  report  from  the  committee  ; 
and  the  attack  was  fupported  at 
different  times  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Townfend.  Admiral  Keppel,  Sir 
Robert  Smith,  Mr.  Sawbriuge, 
the  Earl  of  Surrey,  and  Mr.  John 
Townlliend.  The  brunt  of  the 
defence  lay  with  the  miniller,  and 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  himfelf.  Nei- 
ther the  admiralty  lords,  nor  thofe 
court  members  who  ufually  fpoke 
upon  other  occafions,  t:^king  any 
part  on  the  prcfent.  But  the  no- 
ble lord  at  the  head  of  affairs  was 
jn  himfelf  an  hoft. 
T>  1         The  field  was  opened 

■  ■^  "by  Mr.  Thomus  Townf- 
end,  who,  with  much  cenfure 
upon  the  admiralty,  particularly 
with  refpeft  to  the  ofiiccrs,  whom 
they  did,  and  did  not  employ, 
cbferved,  that  in  granting  away 
fuch  vail  fums  of  their  conitituents 
money,  it  was  highly  neceffary 
ihey  fhould  enquire  into  the  cp.ufes 
of  fach  pernicious  and  ruinous 
conduft  ;  and  to  know  why,  in 
this  feafon  of  great  public  exigen- 
cy and  danger,  the  nation  was 
deprived  of  the  fervices  and  pro- 
lellional  abilities  of  fuch  men,  as 
the  admirals  Iv'ppe!,  Lord  Howe, 
Sir.Robert  Harland,  Pigot,  Camp-' 
beli,  and  Harrington  ?  He  faid, 
that  wherever  this  evil  originated, 
the  caufe  muft  be  removed,  in  or- 
der to  reftore  fpirit  and  unanimity 
-to  the  navy,  and  to  give  vigour  and 
eiFecl  to  its  operations.  The  fate 
of  the  nation,  he  faid,  depended 
on  the  remedv  of  this  evil  ;  and 
nothing  lefs  than  that,  along  with 


a  due  dilUibuticn  of  rewards  and 
punifhments,  could  poflibly  re- 
cover our  antient  naval  renown, 
and  revive  that  noble  fpirit  which 
had  rendered  us  invincible  at  fea. 
—  Sir  Robert  Smith,  in  treating 
the  doctrine  of  rewards  and  pu- 
nifhments,  obferved,  that  it  was 
not  the  hulks  of  fhips,  nor  their 
gi?ns,  that  confiituted  the  ftrength 
of  the  navy  of  England  ;  it  w;is  the 
high  fenfe  of  honour,  and  the  in- 
trepid fpirit  of  the  officers  and 
men  ;  and  when  thefe  were  damped 
the  navy  was  ruined. 

This  idfa  was  adopted  by  Mr. 
Fox,  and  applied  with  the  utmoft 
feverity  to  the  late  promotion  ;  re- 
prefenting  as  the  higheil  infult 
which  could  be  offered  to  the  na- 
vy, and  the  greateft  lligma  that 
could  be  affixed  to  the  fervicc, 
that  a  perfon  convided  of  having 
preferred  a  falfe  and  malicious  ac- 
culation  againft  his  fuperior  offi- 
cer, and  who  was  barely  acquitted 
by  a  court  martial,  upon  charges 
exhibited  againll  himfelf,  on  that 
very  occafion  which  he  had  made 
the  ground  of  his  accnfation, 
fhould  be  promoted  to  a  poll  of 
diitinflion,  of  honour,  and  of  pro- 
fit, which  had  heretofore  been 
held  by  men  of  the  firft  naval 
merit,  and  which  was  in  fadt  in- 
tended as  an  honourable  retreat 
and  reward  to  thofe  who  had  ef- 
fentially  ferved  their  country.  He 
did  not,  he  faid,  blame  the  perfon 
who  accepted  that  place;  it  was 
the  fijjl  lord  of  the  admiralty  who 
was  alone  to  blame,  and  whofe 
condnA  in  it  ought  to  be  the  fub- 
jeft  of  their  enquiry.  When  it 
had  been  formerly  faid  in  that 
houfe,  at  the  time  that  the  accu- 
fation  was  firft  preferred  againft 
Admiral  Keppel,  that  the  accufer 

was 
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was  only  the  inftrumcnt,  anJ  that 
the  admiralty  were  the  principals; 
that  it  was  they  v,  ho  fuggelied, 
who  prompted,  and  who  fpurred 
on  the  accufatjon  ;  the  charge  was 
then  llrongly  denied  on  the  part 
of  that  board.  But  what  will  the 
ravy,  what  will  the  nation  now 
think,  when  they  fee  the  accufer 
rewarded  by  that  very  board  with 
a  place  of  high  honour,  of  great 
emolument  ? 

He  aOced,  what  had  been  the 
accufer's  own  fenfe  of  his  condudl 
at 'the  time;  Had  he  not  abdicat- 
ed his  feat  in  parliament?  Had 
he  not  refigned  his  feat  at  the  ad- 
miralty board?  Had  he  not,  (to 
borrow  a  phrafe  already  ufed  in 
the  debate)  made  a  difcreet  re- 
treat from  public  notice  ?  Were 
rot  thefe  teltimonials,  and  even 
tacit  acknowledgments  of  his 
guilt?  The  difcretion  of  that  re- 
treat produced  its  etfed,  in  pre- 
venting fome  of  the  meafures 
which  that  houfe  were  on  the 
point  of  purfuing,  and  which 
would  now  have  added  to  the 
Itanding  records  of  its  fenfe  of  the 
tranfadlion.  The  caufe  had  been 
afked,  in  the  prefent  debate,  why 
the  great  officers,  then  named, 
were  not  now  in  the  ailive  fervice 
of  their  country  ;  and  a  noble 
lord  on  the  other  fide,  had  attri- 
buted this  unfortunate  circum- 
ftance  to  private  motives.  But 
the  real  motives,  he  faid,  were 
well  known  to  his  honourable 
friend  who  propofed  the  quellion, 
and  were  indeed  within  the  know- 
ledge of  thofe  who  were  the  leall 
informed  iu  public  affairs.  The 
reafon  was,  thefe  great  charac- 
ters could  not  ferve  with  confi- 
dence or  fafcty,  under  an  admini- 
flration  guilty  of  coavidcd  falfe- 


hood,  and  guilty  not  merely  of 
notorious  but  of  recorded  tre;:ch- 
ery !  This  was  the  reafon,  the 
true,  the  only  reafon.  Every  friend 
to  his  country  mult  therefore  widj, 
that  this  bar  to  the  fervices  of 
thofe  dilHnguiihed  oflicers  might 
be  rennoved  ;  and  that  was  his 
own  motive  for  the  enquiry  whick 
he  propofed  after  the  holidays  ;  an 
enquiry,  he  faid,  which  was  eflen- 
tial  to  the  navy,  and  to  the  pub- 
lic. 

Lord  North  declared,  that  he 
did  not  care  how  foon  the  thrent- 
ened  enquiry  was  brought  on  ;  he 
was  ready  to  meet  it  fully  and 
frankly,  to  join  i/Tue  with  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  ajjd  to  go 
into  an  inveftigation  of  the  me- 
rits without  referve.  As  to  that 
fentence  of  a  court  martial  v.hich. 
pronounced,  that  the  perfon  who 
preferred  a  charge  againll  ATr» 
Keppel,  was  a  falfe  and  malicious 
accu fer,  he  (hould  only  for  the 
prefent  obferve,  what  he  had  here- 
tofore, and  fhould  again  fay  more 
at  large,  that  the  court  martial 
was  convened  for  the  purpofe  of 
trying  M.-.  Keppel,  and  not  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer  ;  they  had  a  regu- 
Ifir  charge  fubmitted  to  their  con- 
fideration  and  deciiion  again  ft  the 
one,  and  they  had  no  charge  what- 
ever before  them  sgainll  the  other  ; 
in  pronouncing  therefore  fentence 
upon  the  motives  of  the  accufer, 
tbey  had  exceeded  the  line  of 
their  jurifdiction,  and  had  con- 
demned a  man  unheard,  without 
any  form  of  trial,  and  without  be- 
ing permitted  to  enter  upon  his 
defence. 

As  to  the  late  promotion  of  Sir 
Hoj^  Pallifer,  which  was  held 
out  a.s  the  principal  ground  of  the 
propofed  em^uiry,   the  charge,  he 
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faid,  was  not  to  be  direded  folely 
againll  the  firrt  lord  of  the  admi- 
ralty, for  he  avowed  his  own  full 
Ihare  in  the  tranfadion,  faid  that 
others  of  the  king's  fervants  were 
likewife  concerned,  and  that  he 
was  ready  to  defend  and  fupport 
the  meafure  in  that  houfe,  when- 
ever it  fhould  be  agitated.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  dwelt 
much  upon  the  fentence  of  th« 
court  martial  which  tried  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer,  and  inferred,  that  it  a- 
mounted  only  to  a  bare  acquittnl. 
He  faw  the  matter  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent point  of  view.  What  were 
the  words  cf  che  former  part  of  it  ? 
— *•  That  the  court  having  taken 
"  the  whole  of  t};e  evidence  into 
*'  confederation,  both  on  the  part 
"  of  the  profecution,  as  well  as 
**  in  favour  of  the  prifoner,  were 
"  of  opinion,  fo  far  from  the  con- 
"  duA  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  be- 
'*  ine  reorehenfible  on  the  27th 
•*  and  28th  of  July,  that  m  many 
"  parts  thereof,  it  appeared  ex- 
•*  emplary  and  highly  merito- 
**  rious."' 

If  he  underftood  the  meaning  of 
the  word  meritorious,  according 
to  its  true  acceptation,  it  fi;2;nified 
10  this  inftance,  that  an  officer 
whofe  conduft  had  been  declared, 
after  n  moft  flridl  frrutiny,  to  have 
been  highly  meritorious,  was  an 
officer  who  deferved  reward  ;  and 
that  exemplary  condud  meant  fuch 
condud  as  was  a  proper  example 
for  other  officers  to  follow,  and  a 
lit  objed  for  ioiitation.  Under 
this,  which  appeared  to  him  to  be 
the  true  and  natural  reading  of  the 
fentence.  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  was 
undoubtedly  an  objed  of  reward, 
and  after  his  condud  had  been  de- 
clared highly  meritorious  and 
exemplary,    adminiftration  would 


have  been  criminally  culpable,  if 
they  had  negieded  to  give  him  a 
fuitable  reward. 

He  called  upon  gentlemen  par- 
ticularly to  recoiled  the  peculiar 
circumftances  that  rendered  Sir 
Hjgh  Pallifer's  acquittal  more 
than  commonly  honourable  to  him? 
Let  them  call  to  mind  the  arts 
that  were  ufed  to  fet  the  public  in 
a  flame  againll  him  previous  to  his 
trial  ;  and  the  pains  that  were  tak- 
en to  run  him  down,  to  render  him 
the  objed  of  univerfal  indignation  ; 
and  that  thefe  endeavours  were  at 
length  fo  fuccefsful,  that  he  be- 
came an  objed  of  commiferation 
and  pity  even  with  fome  benevo- 
lent gentlemen  of  the  oppofition^ 
who  humanely  did  not  wiih  that 
he  fhould  be  brought  to  a  trial, 
under  fuch  a  load  of  public  odium 
and  prejudice.  And  let  it  alfo  be 
recolleded  that  it  was  under  thefe 
circumftances,  that,  confcious  of 
his  innocence,  he  boldly  demand- 
ed, and  perfevered  in  his  applica- 
tions for  a  trial,  which  was  brought 
on  entirely  at  his  own  requelL 
And  mull  not  every  difpaffionate 
man,  every  impartial  reader  of  the 
fentence,  confider  fuch  an  acquit- 
tal, in  fuch  circumftances,  as  the 
moft  honourable  polfible  teftimo- 
nial  to  the  charader  of  an  officer? 
And  could  the  king's  rainifters  do 
lefs,  confirtently  with  their  duty, 
than  to  pay  a  proper  attention  to 
fuch  fufferings,  and  to  follow  up 
the  danger  of  being  purified  by 
fuch  an  ordeal,  with  reward,  and 
with  honour  ? 

He  feemed  to  make  very  light 
of  many  fine  founding  words, 
which,  he  faid,  had  been  ufed 
againft  adminiftration  ;  but  which 
unfortunately  wanted  truth  for 
their  fupport.  And  as  to  the  enu- 
merated 
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Iterated  lift  of  officers,  whofe  fer- 
Vices  were  faid  to  be  withholden, 
through  their  want  of  confidence 
in  the  good  faith  or  honcfty  of  ad- 
miniftration,  furely,  if  the  fai:^ 
were  real,  minillers  could  be  con- 
fidered  as  no  better  than  bedla- 
mites, if  they  employed  men  who 
held  fuch  opinions. 

Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  read  a  long, 
and  feemingly  laboured,  manu- 
fcript  defence  of  his  conduft.  It 
heid  out  the  bitlereit  complaints, 
and  teemed  with  inve>^ive,  agalnft 
the  conduft  of  Admiral  Kcppel, 
of  the  court  martial  by  which  he 
had  been  acquitted,  of  that  power- 
ful party  by  whith  he  had  been 
himfelf  overborne,  and  of  Mr.  Fox 
in  particular.  He  charged  all  his 
misfortunes  and  oppreffions  to  the 
power,  and  to  the  malevolent 
perfecution  of  that  party,  which 
feemed  to  be  llill  in  as  full  vigour 
as  ever.  He  catechized  Mr.  Fox 
with  a  great  number  of  interrocra- 
tories,  relative  to  the  prai^tice  of 
the  courts  in  cafes  of  high  treafon, 
and  others,  of  parliament,  in  cer- 
tain cafes,  and  of  courts  martial 
by  fea  and  land.  He  claimed  me- 
rit from  his  moderation,  in  re- 
maining for  fo  long  a  time  a  filent 
fufFerer,  rather  than  to  increafe 
the  popular  difconcents,  and  the 
diflentions  of  the  navy,  by  at- 
ten)pting  to  oppofe  a  party,  which 
he  acknowledged  was  too  ftrong 
frir  him  to  contend  with.  He  de- 
clared, that  he  confidered  his  ac- 
quittal as  the  moft  honourable  cir- 
cumrtancc  of  his  life;  and  he  flat- 
tered himfelf,  that  if  the  houfe 
ftiould  think  an  enquiry  into  the 
two  courts  martial  neceffary,  he 
Ihogld  not,  when  that  enquiry  was 
over,  if  it  were  fairly  gone  into, 
Vol.  XXIV. 


be  deemed  a  falfe  and  malicious 
accufer. 

Several  parts  of  the  new  gover- 
nor's detail,  and  particularly  the 
charges  which  he  made  againft  the 
court  martial  that  tried  Mr.  Kep- 
pel,  were  examined  and  comment- 
ed upon  by  that  Admiral,  Mr.  Fox,  ♦ 
and  others;  but  by  none  with 
greater  ability,  or  fo  much  feve- 
rity,  as  by  Mr.  John  Townfliend. 
The  minifter's  arguments  and  po- 
fitions  were  likewife  replied  to 
and  examined  ;  and  the  new  con- 
ftruftion  which  he  put  upon  part 
of  the  fentence  of  one  court  mar- 
tial, the  adroitnefs  with  which  he 
paffed  over  the  unfavourable  part 
of  the  fame,  and  the  little  atten- 
tion he  paid  to  the  fentence  of 
another,  were  all  refpetlively 
brought  into  obfervation. 

The  matter  being  brought  up  oa 
the  following  day.  Sir  Robert 
Smith  moved,  that  a  copy  of  the 
minutes  of  the  trial  and  fentence 
of  the  court  martial  held  for  the 
trial  of  Vice  Admiral  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer,  fnould  be  laid  before  the 
houfe.  The  Earl  of  Surrey  fe- 
conded  the  motion,  and  among 
other  reafons  for  it  obferved,  that 
as  the  vice  admiral  had  on  the 
preceding  day  thought  proper  to 
read  to  the  houfe  a  long  narratii^e, 
the  greateft  part  of  which  was  cal- 
culated to  arraign  the  juliice  of 
the  court  martial  which  had  ac- 
quitted Admiral  Keppel,  and 
which  had  cerifured  his  accufer, 
he  faw  clearly,  that  no  man  of 
honour  in  the  fervicc,  would  be 
fafe  in  doing  his  duty  as  mem- 
ber of  a  court  martial  in  future, 
if  an  enquiry  was  not  immediate- 
ly made  into  the  bufinefs.  The 
prefent    motion   would    open    the 
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way  to  that  enquiry..  He  afled 
folely  for  the  fdkc  of  jufticc.  He 
was  much  averfe  to  any  rctrofpeft 
into  matters,  which  had  already 
produced  fo  much  mifcnief  to  the 
fervice,  and  of  courfe  to  the  coun- 
try; but  fince  minillers  had,  by 
brinaine  the  vice  admiral  forward, 
given  occafion  for  reverting  to 
pail  tranfadions,  he  thought  the 
whole  lliould  be  ful!y  enquired 
into;  at  the  fame  time  declaring, 
that  he  fhould  govern  himfelf  en- 
tirely by  what  appeared  to  be  the 
truth,  when  the  bufinefs  was  fifted 
to  the  bottom.  If  it  fhould  ap- 
pear that  the  court  martial  was 
warranted  in  pronouncing  the 
fentence  which  they  had  pafTed, 
he  Ihould  give  his  vote  for  pafling 
a  cenfure  on  the  vice  admiral, 
v/ho  had  thus  publicly  arraigned 


their  juflice  ;  if  on  the  othe? 
hand,  it  (hould  come  out,  that 
the  vice  admiral's  complaints  were 
founded,  and  that  the  court  mar- 
tial had  denied  him  jultice,  he 
fhould  fupport  any  proceeding 
againit  the  members  of  that  court, 
whicn  the  houfe  fhould  think  pro- 
per to  adopt.  —  The  motion  wa* 
agreed  to. 

An     unufually    early  „        ,  , 
reccfs  took  place.     The  ^^^'  °'"* 
Houfe  of  Commons  adjourned  on 
the   following  day  to  the  twenty- 
third  of  January. 

No  public  bufinefs  of  any  ccn- 
fequence  was  tranfatSed  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  before  the  recefs. 
That  houfe  adjourned  on  the 
27th  of  November,  to  the  25th  of 
January. 


CHAP.       IX. 

"Beclatation  of  '-war  againfi  Holland,  and  hnjiilities  commenced.  Mejfttge. 
from  the  throne.  Debates  on  the  Dutch  n.uar.  Addrefs  moved  by  the 
tninijler.  Amendment  moied  by  Lord  fohn  Cavsndijh.  The  amendment 
rejeiled  upon  a  di~jiJion ;  fecond  amendment  by  Lord  Mahon  rejeiled,  and 
the  original  addrefs  pajfed.  Addrefs  mcued  for  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  by 
Lord  Stormont ;  and  an  amendment  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond.  Unufually 
Lite  debate.  Amendment  rejected  on  a  divifion.  T~ivo  Protejls.  Mr. 
F ox'' s  motion  relative  to  the  appointmetit  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  to  the  go- 
rvernntent  of  Greenvjich  Hnfpital.  Amendment  mcved  by  the  vtiniferf 
and  after  much  debate  carried  upon  a  di'vifion.  Mr.  Fox^s  concluding 
motion  evaded,  by  moving  for  tbe  order  of  the  day.  India  affairs.  Com- 
plaints againji  the  fupreme  judicature  of  Bengal.  Tvoo  petitions  from 
India  ;  one,  from  the  governor  general  and  council  at  Calcutta ;  the 
6fher,  from  the  Britijh  fubjeBs  ref.ding  in  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Oriffa. 
SeleSi  committee  of  fifteen  balkttted  for,  to  examine  the  grounds  of  tht 
petitions, 

ON    the    2o'h   of  December,  prevalence  of  a  faflion  devoted  to 

1780,  the  manifeflo  and  de-  France,  from  thole  wife  principles 

claration  of  war    againfi  Holland  which  ufed  to  govern  the  republic, 

was  iffued  at  St.  James's.     In  that  and  following  the  diftates  of  that 

piece  the  ftates  general  are  charg-  court,  with  having  adopted  a  po- 

«d  with    depariin^,    through  the  licy  dellrui^ive  of  the  friend  (hip 
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Vvhlch  had  fo  long  fubfifted  be- 
{wsen  the  two  nations,  and  which 
».vas  fo  eueiuial  to  the  intereils  of 
both. 

The  circumflances  of  complaint 
and  refcntaient  are  then  cnumerar- 
td.  The  inattention  to  the  friend- 
ly negocisiions  propofed  by  the 
tiritifh  ambafTddtr. —i- Their  not 
fulfilling  the  mutual  and  perpetual 
defenfive  engagements  fokmnly 
efl-abiifhed  between  both  nations, 
and  not  even  giving  an  anfwer  to 
the  repeated  demands  on  that  fub- 

jfdl. The    total    coniempt    of 

ihole  treaties  fhewn,  in  their  ready 
promife  to  our  enemies  of  obferv- 
ing  a  neutrality.  — Their  giving 
every  fccret  af.! (lance  to  the  enemy, 
whiill  they  withheld  from  us  the 
fuccours  which  they  were  bound  to 
furnilh.— And  their  taking  off  the 
inland  duties,  for  the  fole  purpofe 
of  fdciliiating  the  carriage  of  na- 
val Itores  to  France. — The  protec- 
tion afforded  to  the  American  pi- 
rale,  Paul  joncs,  and  the  priva- 
teers of  our  enemies  in  genera!  ; 
and  the  endeavours  of  their  fub- 
jeds,  in  concert  with  the  French, 
to  raife  up  enemies  to  England  in 
ihe  Eaft  Indies. 

But  the  principal  force  and  acu- 
men of  the  manifefio,  feettied  to 
be  dircfled  againil  the  city  and 
magiftracy  of  Amflerdam,  and 
againfl:  their  penfionary  Van  Ber- 
kel,  on  account  cf  the  lately  dif- 
covered  treaty  with  the  Ameri- 
cans ;  the  refentment  being  only 
ftcondary  to  the  ftates  general^ 
for  their  not  immediatc-ly  punifh- 
ing  that  violation  of  public  faiih, 
and  national  ir.fult  to  great  Bri- 
tain. All  the  foregoing  caufes  of 
complaint,  fo  inconfiftent  with  all 
good  faith,  and  fo  repugnant,  as 
it  was  faid,    to   th»  ftnfe  of   the 


wifeft  part  of  t^e  D.;tch  nation, 
are  accordingly  afc/ibed  to  the 
prevalence  of  the  leading  magi- 
llrates  of  that  city  ;  and  it  is  wilh- 
ed,  from  a  regard  to  the  Dutch 
nation  at  large,  that  it  were  pofii- 
ble  todired  thofe  meafures  of  pub- 
lic refentment  and  jullice  whicli 
were  now  to  be  purlued,  wholly 
againfl  Amflerdam  ;  but  this,  ic 
is  obfcrved,  cannot  be,  unlefs  tha 
ftates  general  will  immediately  de- 
clare, that  that  city  fliall,  upon 
this  occafion,  receive  no  afliflunce 
from  them,  but  be  left  to  abide 
the  confequences  ofits  aggrcflion. 

In  the  mldd,  however,  of  all 
the  anger  attending  a  rupture  with 
old  friends,  a  door  for  future  ac- 
commodation is  opened  towards 
the  end  of  the  manifefio.  After 
obferving,  that  whiifl  Amflerdanx 
is  fuffercd  to  prevail  in  the  general 
councils,  and  is  backed  by  the 
flrength  of  the  Hate,  it  is  impoffi- 
ble  to  refill  the  aggreflion  of  fo 
confiderable  a  part,  without  con- 
tending with  the  whole  ;  it  is  then 
added — '*  Cut  we  are  too  fenfjble 
**  of  the  common  intereils  of 
**  both  countries  not  to  remem- 
"  ber,  in  the  midft  of  fuch  a  con- 
'*  tell,  that  the  only  point  to  ba 
"  aimed  at  by  us,  is  to  raife  a 
"  difpofition  in  the  councils  of 
*'  the  republic,  to  return  to  their 
**  antient  union,  by  giving  ds 
"  that  fatisfadion  for  the  pall, 
*'  and  fecurity  for  the  future, 
•*  which  we  fhall  be  as  ready  to 
"  receive  as  they  can  be  to  olFer, 
*•  and  to  the  attainment  of  whicli 
"  we  fhall  direct  all  our  opera- 
'*  tions.  We  mean  only  to  pro- 
"  vide  for  our  own  fecurity,  by 
"  defeating  the  dangerous  defigns 
"  that  have  been  formed  againft 
"  u!.     We  Hull  ever  be  difpoled 
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*•  to  return  to  friend ihip  with' 
•*  the  ftates  general,  when  they 
•'  finccrely  revert  to  that  fytlcm 
•'  which  the  wifJcm  of  their  an- 
'*  ceftors  formed,  and  which  has 
"  now  been  fubvcrtcd  by  a  power- 
"  ful  faftion,  confpiring  with 
*'  France  aoainft  the  true  interefls 
*'  of  the  repiiblic,  no  lefs  th;.n 
*'  again  ft  thofe  of  Great  Bri- 
"   tain." 

On  the  fame  day,  general  let- 
ters of  marque  and  reprifal  were 
granted  againft  the  Dutch,  and 
their  Ihips  in  the  different  ports 
were  ordered  to  be  flopped.  The 
appearances  of  vigour  and  fpirit 
generally  gratify  the  multitude, 
who  are  not  much  difpofed  to  look 
forward  to  confequences,  and  are 
feldom  difpleafed  at  any  increafe 
in  the  clattering  of  thofe  arms 
from  which  thty  think  themfelves 
fecure.  Others  looked  forward  to 
the  expeded  fpoils  of  a  Dutch 
war;  and  a  third  fort,  though  of 
a  very  different  caft  from  the  two 
former,  thought  the  war  a  right 
meafure^  upon  the  fuppofition, 
that  Holland  could  do  us  lef«  pre- 
judice in  an  open  contefl,  tkaii  as 
a  fecret  enemy.  Many,  however^ 
regretted  the  war,  not  only  as  it 
added  a  new  enemy  to  the  tremen- 
dous combination  already  formed 
againft  us,  but  from  a  perfuafion 
of  the  natural  connexion  and  mu- 
tual interefls  of  both  nations. 

Hofliliiieswerc  foon  commenced. 
The  Priiicefs  Caroline,  a  Dutch 
naan  of  war  of  54  guns  and  300 
jnen,  on  her  way  through  the 
Channel  from  Amilerdam  to  Lif- 
bon,  was  taken,  after  a  fhort  zc- 
tion,  by  the  Bellona  man  of  war. 
And  in  a  few  days  after,  Captain 
ElphinRon,  in  the  Warwick  of  50 
^£«ni,  with  a  crew  young  in  fcr- 


vice,.  (moRly  preffed  men,  or 
landmen),  and  greatly  reduced  in 
number  by  the  manning  of  fcverat 
Dutch  merchantmen,  fell  in  with 
the  Rotterdam^  of  equal  metal 
and  300  mcnj-  which  he  moft  gal- 
lantly attacked  and  took.  A  large 
Dutch  Eaft  Indiaman,  outward 
bound,  with  a  number  of  other 
merchant  Ihips,  were  taken  within 
a  few  days. 

A  meilage  from  the  throne,  in«- 
cliiding  a  fhort  account  of  the  ru{>-- 
ture  with  Holland,  together  with 
a  copy  of  the  manifefto,  and  &■ 
number  of  other  papers  relative  to- 
that  event,  were  pre-     ,  , 

fented  by  Lord  North  ^^^"•^St'i- 
to  the  Koufe  of  Com-  ' 

mons,  on  the  fecond  day  after  the 
recefs.  Mr.  Burke  took  up  the- 
bufinefs  by  obferving,  that  how- 
ever light  a  war  with  the  flates  of 
Holland  might  be  in  the  opinions- 
of  fome  men,  he  had  not  forgot- 
ten the  old  falhioned  idea,  that 
going  to  war  was,  at  all  events,  a- 
very  ferious  matter ;  a  matter 
which  nothing  but  great  neceflity 
could  jullih'.  And  then  taking- 
notice  that  iev.eral  pajx-rs  were  flill 
wanting,  which  would  be  necef- 
fary  to  the  information  of  the 
houfe,  he  proceeded,  that  though, 
for  want  of  the  proper  informa- 
tion, the  julliceof  the  war  perhaps 
could  not  be  entered  upon,  yet 
there  were  other  confiderations 
well  worth  their  attention.  Cir- 
cumft'anced  as  we  were,  the  pru- 
dince  and  policy  of  the  war,  were- 
not  lefs  important  points  than  its 
juflice.  Since  therefore  miniftry 
by  precipitating  into  the  war,  had 
reduced  parliament  (which  they 
feemed  to  have  adjourned  for  the 
very  purpoff)  to  the  alternative  of 
fuppo;-tiDg  that  war  at  all  events, 

or 
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or  of  becoming  liable  to  the  charge 
of  abandoning  the  caufe  of  their 
country,  it  was  incumbent  on  them 
to  lay  ample  proof  before  the 
houfe,  that  the  war  was  prudent, 
or  at  leaft  unavoidably  neceiTary. 

He  farther  added,  that  the  pa- 
per now  before  them,  and  mted  in 
the  manifefto  under  the  title  of  a 
treaty,  was,  in  the  exprefs  ternis 
of  it,  only  the  plan  of  a  treaty,  or 
the  rough  draught  of  a  compadl 
hereafter  to  be  entered  into  be- 
tween the  intended  contradling 
parties.  He  wiQied  to  know  from 
the  king's  fervantF,  whether  they 
had  obtained  a<opy'of  any  treaty 
tftuallv  entered  into  and  execut- 
ed ?  That  draught  before  them, 
as  far  as  they  knew,  was  no  more 
than  a  fpeculative  effay,  a  mere 
contemplative  projecl ;  and  there- 
fore, on  the  face  of  things,  no 
juHifiable  or  alfignable  ground  of 
hollility.  He  dwelt  much  upon 
the  fituation  of  the  country,  which 
he  reprefented  to  be  fuch,  as  re- 
quired prudence  an<]  moderation, 
inllead  of  harte  and  violence.  That 
\ve  ought  rather  to  diiTemble  and 
connive  at  fome  real  injuries,  than 
by  forced  and  conftrucflive  ones, 
perhaps  to  create,  and  certainly  to 
accelerate  enmities.  That  when 
war  was  become  as  infupportable  as 
peace  was  necelfary,  it  was  a  kind 
of  raadnefs  to  aggravate  the  one 
and  obftruft  the  other,  by  intro- 
ducing a  new  and  powerful  party 
into  the  conteft. 

The  miniller  declared,  that  he 
confidered  a  war,  at  all  times,  as 
a  matter  of  great  ferioufnefs  ;  but 
that  it  was  more  particularly  fo 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  of  entering  into 
a  war,  that  fufpended  an  alliance 
and  friendlliip  formed  on  that 
broad  line  of  policy,  which  origi- 


nally pointed  it  out,  and  has  been 
a  fource  of  great  benefit  to  both 
parties.  That  it  was  not  there- 
fore, as  his  majelly  had  declared 
in  his  meflage,  without  the  d?ep- 
eli  regret,  that  he  felt  himfelf 
ur.Jer  an  indifpenfible  necefiity  of 
commencing  holHlities  iigainft  the 
united  ftates  of  Holland,  who,  in 
open  violation  of  trearies,  had  re- 
fufed  to  give  Great  Britain  that 
afTiftance,  fne  is  entitled  to  claim 
wherf  attacked  by  the  Houfe  of 
Eourbon  ;  vvho  had,  in  direft  vio- 
lation of  the  law  of  nation?,  for  a 
long  lime  perfifted  in  furnilhing 
France  with  warlike  ilores ;  and  ac 
length  had  thought  proper  to 
countenance  the  magillracy  of 
Amilerdam  in  their  unprecedented 
infult  upon  this  country,  by  en- 
tering into  a  treatv  with  the  rebel- 
- 

lious  colonies  of  North  America; 
who  were  the  fubjecls  of  a  power, 
united  in  the  frridtelt  bands  of 
amity  and  friendfliip  with  that  re- 
public. He  then  ilated  the  llipu- 
lations  of  mutual  aflillance  in  the 
treaties  between  both  countries  ; 
faid  that  Great  Britain  had  invio- 
lably prcfcrved  her  faith  at  all 
times  with  Holland  ;  had,  in  con- 
fequenceof  a  claim  from  the  ftates, 
fent  over  ten  thoufand  of  her 
troops  there ;  and  fhewn  herTelf 
upon  every  occafion  ready  to  per- 
form all  the  condirions  to  which 
fhe  had  made  herfelf  liable.  Af- 
ter which  he  entered  into  a  detail 
of  the  provocations  given  to  Great 
Britain,  and  of  the  more  particu- 
larly oftenfive  parts  of  the  eonduifl 
of  the  ftates  general  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  American  re- 
bellion. 

It  might  well  be  afked,  he  faid, 
why  minillers  had  not  fooner  a- 
dopted  ftrong  meafiires,  upon  fuch 

[*L]  3  repeated 


i66*]       ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1781. 


repeated  provocations,  and  fo  long- 
continued  a  violation  of  faith  in 
refufing  to  fulfil  the  abfclute  con- 
ditions of  treaties,  which  had  been 
fo  folemnly  eltablilhed  and  con- 
fiimcJ  ?  The  only  anAver  to  be 
given,  he  faid,  was,  their  e;(treme 
unwillingnefs  to  come  to  a  rupture 
with  Holland,  and  their  hope, 
that  the  ftates  would  yet  dojuftice, 
by  complying  with  their  folemn 
obligations.  They  could  not  bring 
themfelves  to  imagine,  that  Hol- 
land could  be  fo  blinded  by  any 
arts  of  an  infidious  and  treacher- 
ous power,  the  natural  enemy  of 
both  countries^  as  to  abandon  her 
antient,  natural,  and  beft  ally, 
and  thereby  her  own  interefts  and 
fecurity,  by  auiAing  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon  in  the  unjufi  war  which 
they  had  commenced  againft  Great 
Britain.  The  Britifn  minillryhad 
done  all  in  their  power  to  bring 
the  ftates  to  a  true  fenfe  of  their 
intereft,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
ihew  them  the  regard  and  tender- 
nefs  of  this  country  for  that  repub- 
lic ;  and  when  the  necefiity  of  the 
eafe  obliged  them  to  feize  on 
Dutch  fhips  carrying  ftores  to 
J'rance,  they  paid  the  full  value 
for  the  cargoes,  and  returned  the 
ihips,  fo  that  neither  the  private 
merchant,  the  private  adventurer, 
nor  the  Rates,  had  fufrered.  France 
only  had  felt  the  meafure,  by  her 
being  deprived  of  that  afiiilance 
>vhich  the  freights  would  have  giv- 
en her. 

In  anfwer  to  Mr.  Burke's  re- 
mark, that  the  treaty  before  them 
was  nothing  more  than  a  contem- 
plative proj^ft,  the  minifler  re- 
plied, that  it  had  been  adually 
^gned  and  fealed,  the  names  of 
the  Penfionary  cf  Amfterdam,  and 
$>f  M.  de  Neufviilc;,    a  merchant 


and  burgcfs  of  that  city,  being 
fubff  ribed  to  it  on  the  part  of  that 
magillracy,  and  the  name  of  Johr> 
Lee,  as  commilTioner  or  agent  for 
the  Congrefs  of  America;  but  it 
made  very  little  diiFerence  in  the 
fcale  of  ofFencPj  confidering  the 
conn?ftions  between  the  two  Itatcs, 
whether  fuch  a  treaty  was  fully 
ratified  a:id  confummated,  or  only 
in  progrefiion,  But  to  put  the 
matter  entirely  out  of  quellion,  it 
was  only  to  be  recolleded,  that 
the  llates  general  refufed  to  pay 
any  attention  (fo  far^  as  a  con- 
temptuous filence  might  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  refufal)  to  the  requifir 
tions  made  in  his  majcfty's'name 
by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  for  fatisfac- 
tion,  by  taking  proper  notice  of 
the  condu6t  of  the  Penfionary  Van 
Berkel,  ar,d  his  afl'ociates;  and  oa 
the  other  hand,  that  fo  far  from 
difavowing  the  fad^,  or  attempt- 
ing to  palliate  ic,  the  principal 
magiitrates  of  Amiterdam,  not 
only  avowed  the  whole  tranfac- 
tion,  but  gloried  in  it;  and  ex- 
prefsly  declared,  even  to  the  ftates 
general,  that  what  they  had  done, 
was  what  their  indifpenfible  duty 
required. 

He  lamented,  he  faid,  the  ne- 
cefiity of  a  war  with  Holland, 
hut  it  was  an  unavoidable  mea- 
fure. The  fituaiion  of  this  coun- 
try, he  acknowledged  rofc^  truly 
alarming  ;  but  when  he  confid^jr- 
ed  the  Hand  that  had  been  alreaciy 
rnade,  agalnfl:  the  moll  powerful 
confederacy  that  had  ever  been 
formed  againft  Great  Britain,  the 
little  fuccefs  the  enemies  of  this 
country  had  met  with  in  their  va- 
rious attempts  againit  us,  and  the 
fpirit  and  refources  of  the  nation, 
he  confefied  he  could  not  perceive 
that  glooipy  and  uncomfortabb 
profpefl 
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profpedl  of  things,  which  had 
been  dcfcribed  by  the  honourr.ble 
gentleman  who  fpoke  before  him. 
Our  difficulties  were  certainly 
great,  but  he  trufted  they  were  by 
no  means  infupcrable.  He  was 
neither  defirous  of  concealing  their 
magnitude,  nor  afraid  to  meet 
them,  great  as  they  mull  be 
acknowledged ;  becaufe  he  was 
convinced,  that  when  the  force  of 
this  country  was  fully  exerted,  it 
was  equal  to  the  conteft;  and  that 
the  only  means  of  obtaining  an 
honourable  and  juil  peace,  was  to 
(hew  ourfelves  capable  of  carrying 
on  the  war  with  fpiiit  and  vi- 
gour. 

In  taking  notice  of  what  Mr. 
Burke  had  faid  relative  to  the  ad- 
journment, he  declared,  that  i: 
would  have  been  as  agreeable  to 
him  that  the  houfe  had  fat  out  the 
whole  intermediate  time  as  not; 
that  the  breaking  out  of  the  war 
at  all,  or  the  time  of  its  com- 
mencement, were  matters  by  no 
means  fo  clear  within  the  view  of 
the  king's  fervants,  as  to  render 
it  incumbent  on  them  to  ftate  the 
fituation  cf  affairs  to  parliament, 
as  a  reafon  for  their  continuing 
aifembled  during  the  cullomary 
feafon  of  a  recefs^  which,  he  knew, 
would  for  various  reafons  be  high- 
ly inconvenient.  The  lall  efficient 
caufe  of  the  rupture,  the  an- 
fwer  of  the  Hates,  was  not  receiv- 
ed from  Sir  Joleph  Yorke,  until 
after  the  adjournment. 

The  noble  lord  then  moved  an 
a<3drefs  of  thanks  for  his  majefty's 
mod  gracious  mcflage;  with  an 
alTurance  of  the  fincere  part  which 
they  took  in  the  concern  and  re- 
gret his  majelly  expreffed,  for  the 
uriavoidable  neceffity  of  hofiile 
ineafures  againft  the  anticnt  friends 


and  natural  allies  of  his  king- 
doms; an  acknowledgement,  in  the 
warmeft  fentiments  of  gratitude, 
of  the  wifdom  and  moderation  of 
his  condud,  in  ufing  every  endea- 
vour with  the  Itates  general,  to 
avoid  proceeding  to  extremities; 
and  the  fulleft  alTurance  that,  with, 
a  firm  and  determined  refolution, 
they  will  fupport  him  againft  alT 
his  enemies,  in  the  profecution  of 
t!>is  juft  and  nece/Tary  war,  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  and  of  the  rights  and  in- 

terefts  of  his  people. The  mi- 

nifter  clofed  his  motion  with  an 
cbfervation,  that  the  addrefs  was 
drawn  up  in  language  the  mod 
proper  for  the  houfe  to  adopt,  and 
he  therefore  moved  it. 

The  motion  was  feconded  with, 
fpirit  and  ability  by  Lord  Lewif- 
ham,  who  obfcrved,  that  the  moft 
wanton  wars  had  been  undertaken 
againft  Holland  in  thofe  periods, 
when  the  interefl?  cf  the  crown 
and  of  the  people  were  dilHnft 
and  different  in  this  country; 
thence,  he  faid,  in  the  infamous 
reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  they 
had  not  been  more  frequently  than 
unjuftly  commenced.  But  in  the 
prefent  reign,  when  the  interefts 
of  the  king  and  of  the  people 
were  one  and  the  fame,  no  rupture 
upon  thofe  principles  could  take 
place ;  and  Wie  war  now  com- 
menced againft  Holland  was  fo  far 
from  being  wanton  or  unjullifiable, 
that  it  would  appear,  even  from 
a  flight  view  of  the  conduilil  on 
both  fides,  to  be  a  war  of  unavoid- 
able necpffity  on  that  of  Great 
Britain.  He  attributed  to  the 
baneful  influence  of  French  gold, 
that  treacherous  conduft  which  he 
afcribed  to  the  Dutch;  faid  it  was 
better    to    have    to    deal  with  an 
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open  enemy,  than  with  a  treach- 
erous frieoct;  and  declared,  that 
he  wifticd  not  to  live  to  fee  tTia: 
day,  when  this  country  (hould  be 
obliged  to  put  up  wich  thofe  in- 
fulis,  which  her  honour  calitd 
upon  her  to  refent. 

The  apology  made  by  the  mi- 
rifter,  with  rerpecl  to  the  adjourn- 
ment, did   not  by  any  means  lef- 
fen   the  feveri:v  of   oppofition   on 
thit  funjeci.      The  miniilers,  they 
faid,    had    every  year  fomc  work 
upon  their  hands,  which  they  did 
not  chulc  to  do  in  the  face  cf  par- 
liament.      It  had  been   their  fre- 
quent praiftice  to   fettle  matters  of 
the    firll    importance    during    liic 
holidays,  and  when  the  houlc  met 
after  the  rccefs,  then  to  cail  upon 
parliament  to  lupport  them  under 
ail  the  confequcrnces  of    their    ill 
condiKf^.     In  Chi>  m»nner  the  houfe 
had   been   led    into   the  American 
w.ir,    that  fource  of  all   our  cah- 
mities ;  in  this  manner  the   treaty 
was    lUlcn   between   America  and 
France,  without   the  poflibility   of 
their   ii;nc!y   interference;  in  like 
manner    the   mini;lcfs  anrnunced 
the  French,    and  in    the  follo^kirr' 
year    the    Spanifh    refcript  ; 
now    they  come    to    declare    (.  ..> 
thcv  have    commenced    war    with 
Holland,  our  eld  and  our  natural 
ally. 

Thus,  year  after  year,  had  •.' 
rcble  lord  in  the  blue  rib. 
come  dov^n  to  icfcrra  the  hoafc  cl 
feme  new  enemy  ;  but  in  that 
uhole  courfe  of  time,  he  never 
once  brought  them  the  welccir.e 
news  cf  ojr  having  gained  z  :.  *• 
qlly.  'i'he  prefent  mir.i''---<  •  ■ 
exploded  the  old  fyfttm 

nental  conne^flions;  they  ..^  „ - 
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ers.  Irjilcj.  being  the  affertors 
of  Hberc\ ,  -i^y  lo  often  and  fo 
vainly  pr.:  -d,  they  are  not 
only  en.'.e.u  iig  to  enflave  their 
own  peo.  -  -c  they  would  be- 
come th  '  -  "Ors  and  tyrants  of 
mankin;..  -iu-y  hold  this  lan- 
guaoe,  in  ..'  midll  of  an  uniuc- 
ceAfui  war  to  you,  their  old 
friends  ai'  lief,  what  would  it 
beif  th.v  '  ruccefsfuj  ;  if  ihey 
iucccec:  i  .;  uftrating  the  gene- 
reus  vif  u  ^  France  in  favour  of 
the  Ani.Ti.  i,  and  in  cllabhlhing 
thatunivei  dominion  which  they 
have  long  ^ad  the  effrontery  to 
claim  over  le  ocean  ? 

The  reij  of  Charles  II.  they 
faid,  was  jfficiently  infamous. 
But  they  .'ught  the  obfervation 
rr.rher  un  .  <y  at  the  prefent  time. 
We  had  1<  more,  in  a  few  years, 
throu^^n  :  -refent  minilteri,  than 
by  the- V.  raceof Stuarts.  The 
inirchit.\  rjghion  by  the  Stuarts 
were  Ipc  ,  repaired  by  a  happy 
revoluii.-  But  the  mifchiefs 
brougiic  by  the  prefent  mini- 
llers  arc-  i-.-parable.  The  preva- 
lence of  faAion  in  Holland  was 
attribute  to  the  influence  of 
Frenci;  J  ;  it  would  be  happy 
if  the-  i  .  ence  of  French  gold, 
or,  vvli  .  was  the  fame  thint^, 
Engliii,  J,  operating  in  French 
intercii;  id  not  prevail,  much 
nearer  ;  apital  of  Great  Britain. 
Butuh  as  not  Tome  of  that  gold 
lent  o-  o  counteraft  the  opera- 
ti   n  French  ? 

i  ii  )le  miniller  complained, 
that  til  Dutch  had  broken  the 
Xreatic^  ibfifting  with  this  coun- 
try ;  ;  lad  proper  means  been 
uled  '  iduce  them  to  abide  by 
thofe  les?  Was  the  noble  lord 
tr  "^  med,  that  treaties  never 

nation  in  oppofiiion  to 


llrong  paffions  or  intereft?  Had 
any  pains  been  taken  to  keep 
thofe  of  Holland  on  our  fide? 
Was  not  our  conduft  in  numerous 
inllances  the  diredl  reverfe?  Whea 
we  were  throwing  away  the  Ame- 
rican commerce,  were  we  fo  bli.Td 
as  not  to  fee,,  that  its  advantages 
would  be  eagerly  grafped  at  by 
other  nations?  Could  we  imagine 
that  a  people,  wholly  commercial, 
wouW  not  fooner  or  later  follow 
the  example  of  others,  and  endea- 
vour to  partake  of  thofe  advan- 
tages? We  (houid  either  have  ta- 
ken meafures  to  provide  for  or  to 
prevent  thi«  effeft  ;  or  we  (hould 
have  refrained  from  the  frantic 
meafures  which  tended  to  produce 
it. 

They  obferved,  that  when 
France  was  confidered  as  the  moil 
formidable  power  in  Europe,  the 
nations  on  all  fides  confederated 
agaiiift  her.  We  ourfelves  took 
the  lead  in  that  confederacy.  We 
fliould  have' derived  wiidom  from 
that  example,  in  which  we  had  fo 
great  a  Ihare;  and  when  this 
country  rofe  to  an  envied  and 
alarming  pitch  of  greatneff,  a  juft 
apprehenlion  of  a  fimilar  holHIe 
confederacy  fhould  have  taught 
us  juilice,  moderation,  and  wif- 
dom.  But  fo  far  were  we  from 
adopting  fuch  a  prudential  mode 
of  condu6l,  that  the  pride  and  ar- 
rogance of  our  councils  difgufted 
or  alarmed  all  mankind,  and  dif- 
pofed  them  to  any  combination, 
whether  for  the  leflening  of  our 
power,  or  the  puniihing  of  our 
infolence.  In  that  lUte  of  things 
theBritifh  minifters,  equally  blind 
to  our  fituation,,  and  deaf  to  all 
remonilrance  and  reafon,  precipi- 
tated us  headlong  into  the  Ame- 
ricda  Vvarj    thereby,  through  the 
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pity  and  indignation  which  it  ex- 
cited, and  the  weaknefs  which 
their  miferable  incapability  of 
conducing  it  caufed  and  revealed, 
ijot  only  increafing  the  general 
difpofirion  of  ill-will,  but  giving 
the  fulleft  and  moft  unhoped  for 
ciFeft  to  the  combination. 

It  had  often,  as  they  faid,  been 
■urged  by  the  fupporters  of  minif- 
try,  that  it  was  vain  and  fupcrfln- 
ous  to  enquire  by  what  means  the 
difiiculties  of  our  fituation  had  a- 
rifen,  the  only  matter  of  confide- 
ration  or  enquiry  being,  by  what 
means  we  fhould  extricate  our- 
felves  ?  Events  have  fufEcicntly 
confuted  that  reafoning.  For  if 
we  had  invefligated  the  caufes, 
and  puniflied  the  authors  of  the 
American  war,  they  would  not 
have  been  able  to  involve  us  fuc- 
ceffively  in  thofe  with  France  and 
Spain.  If  we  had  thus  enquired, 
we  fhould  have  avoided  the  war 
with  Holland.  While  it  is  poili- 
ble  to  add  one  more  to  the  number 
of  our  enemies,  until  all  reafon 
for  exertion  is  fuperfeded  by  utter 
defpair,  the  reafons  for  enquiry 
will  continue  in  full  force.  The 
firfl  ftep  towards  advancing  our 
affairs,  is  to  prevent  them  from 
declining.  As  this  cannot  be  ef- 
feded  without  invefligating  and 
removing  the  caufe  of  the  progref- 
five  declcnfion  of  our  prcfperitv, 
the  retrofpecl  now  recommended, 
fo  far  from  impeding,  is  effential 
to  the  efficacy  of  all  our  future  ex- 
ertions. 

The  minifter  warmly  jefented, 
and  indeed  much  more  fo  than  he 
had  done  upon  former  occafions, 
the  charge  of  a  change  of  politi- 
cal fydem,  of  abanaoning  conti- 
nental connedions,  and  of  our 
being  therefore  abandoned  by  all 


our  allies.  He  faid,  no  man  could 
be  a  wi'rnier  enthufiaft  in  refpeft 
to  the  Vv'hin;  principles  and  fyftem 
of  King  William's  reign,  than 
he  was  himfelf;  no  irian  could 
wirti  more  e.ngerly  for  continental 
allianc'es,  upon  the  fame  princi- 
ples, and  in  purfuit  of  the  fame 
fyilem,  which  then  prevailed  or 
was  -adopted.  The  Whig  fyftem 
of  that  reign  was  the  direft  line 
of  conduft  now  purfued.  The 
objcft  of  all  that  king's  wars,  and 
indeed  of  his  life,  was  to  check  . 
the  power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bour-  j 
bon,  and  to  preierve  the  balance 
of  power  in  Europe,  What  arc 
we  fighting  for  at  this  moment?— 
the  very  fame  objeft.  But  it  is 
faid  that  we  have  no  allies ;  does 
that  prove  that  we  do  not  purfue 
the  fyflem  of  King  William's 
reign  ?  If  we  have  no  allies,  it 
only  proves  that  we  have  not  all 
the  advantages  of  that  fyftem  : 
advantages  that  are  incidental, 
that  depend  on  time,  on  circum- 
flances,  on  that  infinite  variety  of 
events,  which  delfroy  all  podibi- 
lity  of  perfeft  parallel  in  hiftory. 

The  policy  of  Europe,  he  faid, 
had  unfortunately  changed  of  late 
years ;  and  Holland,  though  her 
ruin  muft  inevitably  follow  that  of 
Great  Britain,  if  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon  fucceeded,  rejefls  the 
old  policy  and  adopts  the  new 
one  ;  (he  is  no  longer  the  friend 
and  the  ally  of  Great  Britain,  but 
has  joined  France,  and  broke  her 
faith  with  this  country.  Great 
Britain  had  uniformly  adhered  to 
her  old  fyilem,  and  complied  with 
the  conditions  of  her  treaties, 
whenever  her  allies  were  attacked, 
and  claimed  her  affiftance.  Un- 
fortunately for  Great  Britain,  the 
other  pcw-ers  cf  Europe  had  not 
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Etled  with  equal  fidelity.  He  de- 
chred  ^e  was  firmly  perfijaded, 
that,  had  the  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough, had  Kin^  WiHiam's  and 
Quetn  Anne'=  Whig  miniflers, 
been  now  alive,  and  at  the  head 
of  affairs,  our  national  fituation 
would  have  been  exattly  the  fame 
that  it  is  at  this  moment. 

He  juiHfied  the  memorial  of 
J777,  (io  which  the  prefent  rup- 
ture was  attributed  by  the  fpeakers 
on  the  other  fide)  by  the  circum- 
ftances  which  produced  it,  and 
by  the  flue  of  public  affairs  at  the 
time.  He  denied  that  the  war 
xyith  Holland  had  been  made  or 
fought  for  by  the  miniflers  ;  on 
the  contrary,  nothing  could  have 
been  more  a>ivcrfe  to  their  incli- 
nations. The  Dutch  had  provok- 
ed the  war.  He  tniflcd  he  had 
proved  that  they  had  taken  a  de- 
cided part  againil  this  country, 
and  had  thrown  themfeives  into 
the  hands  of  France.  Under  thefe 
circumrtances,  and  when  it  was 
evident,  from  the  anfwer  of  the 
llaies-general  to  Sir  jofeph  Yorke, 
that  they  only  meant  to  gain  time 
and  trifle  with  Great  Britain,  it 
would  have  been  madnefs  to  have 
loft  a  moment,  or  to  have  paufed 
upon  the  bufiuefs;  the  time  was 
arrived  when  our  interefts  and  our 
honour  were  equally  at  llake,  and 
indecifion  would  have  been  no  lefs 
ruinous  than  Ihameful.  So  far 
was  he  from  meaning  to  depart 
from  that  line  of  found  policv, 
which  ^or  fo  many  years  had  ce- 
mented an  union  between  this 
country  and  Holland,  that  after  all 
that  happened,  if  he  faw  France 
turn  her  arms  againil  Holland, 
and  attempt  to  deltroy  the  liberty 
of  the  United  States,  he  fliould 
Ril!  confider  it  as  a  Briti.Ti  caufe. 


and  a6l  as  if  the  treaty  of  Wert-- 
mipfter  had  never  been  violated. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  replied, 
that  the  application  to  Holland 
for  furnifiiing  the  fuccours  llipu-. 
lated  by  trtaties,  was,  in  the 
prefent  ftate  of  things,  exceeding- 
ly improper,  ill-judged,  and  im- 
politic. That  the  ftates-general, 
in  not  complying  with  the  requifi- 
tion,  had  not  only  acled  wifely, 
under  the  circumftances  of  tka 
time,  but  had  done  us,  in  fpite 
of  ourfelves,  a  very  great  fervice. 
For  what,  faid  they,  would  have 
been  the  immediate  confequence, 
if  they  had  furnifned  the  20  fhips 
of  war,  and  the  6coo  tronps, 
which  they  were  bound  to  by  the 
treaty  of  Weltminiler?  Why,  thatr 
Holland  would  h  tve  been  immedi- 
ately invaded,  and  prob..bly  over- 
run, by'a  powerful  French  array; 
that  (he  mull  then  not  only  have 
withdrawn  her  own  fuccours,  but 
niull  have  demanded  from  us  a 
much  greater  force,  which  we  were 
hound  by  the  fame  treaty  to  furnilh 
for  her  defence.  But  that  would 
not  have  been  all;  for  as  our  fate 
would  have  been  involved  in  the 
prefervation  of  Holland,  we  mufl:^ 
overborne  as  we  already  v.'erc, 
have  encountered  the  whole  f;rce 
of  France,  in  a  land  war,  upon 
her  own  borders.  Had  we  a  fingle 
ally  that  would  have  fupported  us 
in  the  unequal  contcft.''  At  a  time 
too,  when  our  armies  were  difper- 
fed  all  over  the  globe,  and  either 
walled  in  the  American  war,  or 
perifhing  under  the  rigours  of  a 
tropical  fun.  Every  body  knows, 
what  the  ftate  of  Hollanti  is  in  the 
prefent  day,  with  refpcd  to  her 
own  military  force. 

The  oppofition  in  general  re- 
probated the  war  with  iicllaftd,  as 
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being  in  the  higheft  degree,  in 
our  prefent  fitualion,  imprudent, 
impolitic,  and  dangerous j  others 
went  farther,  and  confidered  it  no 
lefs  unjull  than  j;^ir.olitic  j  and  a 
few,'  only  flood  upon  lii:  defed  of 
information  on  which  to  found 
any  decided  opinion,  and  there- 
fore objerted  to  their  binding 
themfelves  by  the  propofed  aa- 
drcfs,  until  matters  were  more 
iclearly  explained  and  underftood. 
It  was  probably  in  order  to  unite 
thefe opinions,  that theamendment 
moved  by  Lord  John  Cavendifh, 
propofed  only,  that  the  regret  ex- 
prelTedby  the  houfe  for  thcu^ufv^i^^- 
able  necejfiiy  of  hcJiiUiLs,  fhoulu  be 
applied  limply  to  the  war  with  Hol- 
land, by  the  cniiifinn  of  the  four 
lall  words,  and  the  liibllitulion  of 
the  word  ruj>ivre,  in  their  ilead. 
He  at  the  fame  time  gr.ie  ncice, 
that  if  this  w^s  agreed  to,  he 
Ihould  follow  if  up  wifh  another 
amendmert,  the  purport  of  which 
was  to  be,  that  the  houfe  would 
take  the  papers  bff're  them  into 
con fi deration,  and  if  it  fliould  ap- 
pear that  the  war  with  Holland 
was  uriav'oidabiy  nccfliary,  they 
would  ufe  their  utmoll' efl'orts  to 
fupport  it  with  efiVct. 

The  araenjment  was  rejected, 
upon  a  divifion,  by  a  m.^jority  cf 
1 80  to  101.  Lord  Mahon  then 
moved  another  an  endment,  corre- 
fponding  in  fubil^mce  and  eifcfl 
with  that  intended  by  Loid  John 
Cavendifh,  in  cafe  the  firll  had 
been  carried.  This  being  rejecl- 
ed  without  a  divifion,  the  mini- 
fter's  addrefs  paficd  in  its  original 
form. 

The  mefiage  from  the  throne, 
with  the  Dutch  papers,  were  on 
the  fam.e  day  preiented  to  the 
lords,  and  the  addrefs  moved  for 


by  Lord  Stormont  ;  where  the 
fubjfdl  brought  out  no  lefs  debate 
than  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
I'he  Duke  of  Richmond,  after 
complaining  of  the  deficiency  of 
the  information  which  was  laid 
before  them,  and  receiving  no  an- 
fwer  from  the  noble  fecretary, 
whether  any  more  papers  were  in- 
tended for  their  infpeftion?  then 
moved  for  another  addrefs,  which 
went  at  lead  to  operate  as  a  previ- 
ous quellion  in  poUponing  the 
former,  and  the  tendency  of  which 
WcTs, — that  copies  of  the  treaties 
lately  fubfifiing  between  both  na- 
tions, of  the  corrcfpondence  be- 
tween his  majefty's  minifters  and 
his  late  ambali'ador  at  the  Hague, 
and  of  all  memoriiils,  remonllran- 
ces,  requifitions,  anf.vcrs,  or  other 
papers,  which  had  been  prefented 
to,  or  received  from,  the  flates- 
general  of  the  United  Provinces, 
iince  the  commencement  of  hofti- 
iities  with  the  North  American 
colonies,  fo  far  as  they  relate  to  a 
rupture,  or  to  any  mifunderftand- 
ing  between  Great  Britain  and 
Holland,  ftiould  be  forthwith  laid 
before  that  houfe. 

""I'he  debate  was  continued  to  an 
unufually  late  hour,  being  incum- 
bered by  a  queftion  of  order,  which 
was  much  laboured  by  the  chan- 
cellor and  feme  of  the  court  lords, 
whether  any  other  matter  could 
propel  ly  be  brought  forward  or 
diftufTcd,  whillt  a  mefTage  from 
the  throne  was  under  confidera- 
tion,  and  until  the  anfwer  to  it 
was  returned  ?  Other  pans  of  the 
debate  were  fufhcitntly  interefl- 
ing,  and  abounded  with  political 
cbfervation  and  knowledge.  The 
conduft  cf  the  Dutch  was  much 
more  feverely  treated  by  the  mini- 
Iters  hers  than  in  the  other  houfe; 
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and  their  own  wa?  treated  with 
ftill  lefs  mercy  by  the  oppofition. 
Nor  did  the  houfe  itfelf  efcape 
better.  Several  of  the  lords  declar- 
ed, that  nothing  lefs  than  the  pre- 
fent  extraordinary  occafion  could 
have  brought  them  thTe ;  and 
ihat  from  a  full  fenfe  and  long  ex- 
perience of  that  irrefillible  corrupt 
influence,  which  rendered  every 
attempt  to  difcharge  their  parlia- 
mentary duty  totally  uielefs,  they 
were  determined  in  future  to  ab- 
ftain  entirely  from  coming  to  the 
houfe. 

Upon  adii  ifion,  afteroneo'clock 
in  the  morning,  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond's motion  was  rejected,  by  the 
very  great,  though  not,  of  late 
years,  very  unufual,  majority,  of 
84,  including  16  proxies,  to  19 
lords,  without  any  proxy,  who  fup- 
ported  the  motion. 

Two  protells  were  entered  ;  the 
firft  a  ftrong  and  exceedingly  fe- 
vere  one,  ligned  by  nine  lords ; 
the  other,  conceived  rather  in 
milder  terms^and  figned  by  eight. 
They  both,  however,  exprefl'ed  the 
ftrongeft  apprehenfions  of  the  con- 
fequences  which  mull  enfue,  both 
to  our  foreign  and  domelh'c  affairs, 
from  that  difpofition  which  induced 
ininifiers  to  deny,  and  the  houles  to 
acquiefce  in  the  denial,  of  the  in- 
formation necefiary  on  a  matter  fo 
deeply  affedl-ing  their  moft  impor- 
tant interelb. 

The  affair  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
p  ,  n  was,  in  a  few  days  after, 
a  fecond  time  brought 
forward.  Mr.  Fox,  as  introducto- 
ry to  the  bufinefs,  procured  a 
copy  of  the  charges  exhibited  by 
that  officer  againlt  Admiral  Kep- 
pel,  of  the  fentence  of  the  court- 
martial  on  thofe  charges,  of  the 
'  charge  and  fentence  of  Vice-Ad* 


miral  Pallifer's  court-martial,  of 
the  late  fpeakcr's  fpecch  on  deli- 
vering the  thanks  of  the  commons 
to  Admiral  Keppel,  and  of  the 
anfvver  made  by  that  commander, 
to  be  all  read  by  the  clerk  to  the 
houfe. 

He  prefaced  his  motion  with 
a  very  long  fpeech,  which  feera- 
ed  to  bring  within  one  view 
all  the  infinite  variety  of  matter 
relative  to  that  fubjecl,  and  in 
which  he  difplaved  more  than 
a  common  fliare  of  his  ufual  abili- 
ty and  eloquence.  Having  dif- 
claimed  all  pcrfonal  enmity,  he 
held  out  the  following  as  the  prin- 
cipal grounds  on  which  he  found- 
ed his  intended  motion — That  the 
court-martial  who  tried  Admiral 
Keppel  were  perfeftly  competent 
to  decldre,  that  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
had  preferred  a  malicious  and  ill- 
founded  acculation  ;,  that  the  de- 
claration was  warranted  by  a  va- 
riety of  undeniable  f.;(fts  and  cir- 
cumllances ;  that  Sir  Hugh  Palli- 
fer himfelf  acquiefced  in  the  juf- 
tice  of  the  fentence  ;  that  the  houfe 
of  comiiions  had  acknowledged  it» 
truth  ;  and,  that  the  fentence  of 
the  fecond  court-martiaJ  was  nei- 
ther an  honourable  nor  an  unani- 
mous acquittal.  The  ccnclufioa 
drawn  from  the  whole  being,  that 
the  late  promotion  of  a  man  under 
fuch  circumrtances  to  a  place  of 
honour  and  emolument,  was  ia 
the  highelt  degree  ruinous  to  the 
naval  lervice  of  Great  Britain. 

The  motion  run  in  the  follow- 
ing terms — *<  That  the  appoint- 
ment of  Sir  Hcgh  Pallifer  to  be 
Governor  of  Greenwich  Hofpital, 
after  he  had  been  declared  guilty 
of  having  preferred  a  malicious 
and  ill-founded  accufation  againlt 
his  commanding  olhcer  by  the  fen- 
tence 
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fence  of  a  court-martial,  was  a 
meafure  totally  fubverfive  of  the 
dilcipline,  and  derogatory  to  the 
honour  of  the  navy." 

The  miniller  took  up  the  de- 
fence with  no  lefs  art  than  that 
which  he  attributed  in  the  outfet 
to  his  antagoniflj  by  requeuing 
the  houfe  to  obferve,  that  the  mo- 
tion before  them  was  not  tending; 
either  to  criminate  or  acquit  the 
vice-admiral  ;  but  was  in  reality 
•a  leading  motion  to  convi<^  and 
condemn  minillers,  of  having  ad- 
vifed  his  majelly  to  beftovv  tlie  go- 
vernment in  queftion  on  an  un- 
worthy objed.  That  the  houfe 
.were  therefore  to  ad't  in  a  judicial 
•capacity,  and  to  try  hlmfelf,  and 
the  reft  of  the  king':;  fervants, 
upon  the  point  dated  in  the  mo- 
tion ;  for  if  blame  were  due,  he 
acknowledged  he  was  liable  to  a 
fhare  of  it,  in  common  with  other 
minifters;  he,  however^  truited, 
that  he  fliould  be  able  to  make  it 
appear  that  the  motion  was  falfe 
in  fadl,  that  it  was  unjult,  and 
that  no  biame  was  d{ie,  for  th^t 
xr.injtters  had  done  no  more  than 
thuir  duty. 

He  then  proceeded,  with  his 
.wonted  ability  and  iidcrefs  in  the 
.  management  of  debate,  to  con- 
trovert the  feveral  pofitioiiS  upon 
which  Mr.  Fox  had  founded  his 
iTiOtion  ;  going  generally,  and  ne- 
cefTarily,  over  in  that  ccurfe,  the 
lame  grounds  which  we  have  here- 
tofore trodden.  He  at  length 
fummed  up  the  force  of  his  argu- 
ments in  the  following  concluiions 
—That  the  part  of  the  fentence  of 
Admiral  Keppel's  court-martial, 
which  pronounced  the  accufation 
malicious  and  ill-founded,  was  an 
extra-judicial  opinion  ;  that  Vice- 
/4doiiral  Pailifer  had  never   been 


tried  on  any  fuch  charge;  th^t 
he  had  been  tnolt  honourably  ac- 
quitted by  the  court-martial  which 
afterwards  tried  him  ;  and  that 
he  had  ferved  his  king  and  coun- 
try with  undoubted  bravery  and 
honour  for  hve-and-forty  years. 

He  then  propofed  feveral  amend- 
ments to  the  motion,  until  at  length, 
by  theaflilhnce  of  the  foliciior-ge- 
neraj,  it  was,  with  no  fmali  difHcul- 
ty,  mouldedint'-thefollo^'  ing  form 
• — T/:af  the  appoint ntent  of  Sir  Hugh 
Pallijer  to  bfi  Governor  of  Greiwvoich 
Hofpiial,  ♦*  who,  by  the  oflicera 
•*  who  fat  on  the  court-manial 
'*  held  for  the  trial  of  Admiral 
"  Keppel,  and  before  whom  Sir 
''*  Hugh  Pailifer  was  not  charged 
"  with  any  maiice  in  the  accufa- 
'*  ticn  of  ,the  faid  admiralj  of 
'*  heard  in  his  defence,  is  declared 
''  to  have  preferred  an  ill-founded 
'•  accufation  again  ft  his  comman- 
"  der  in  i^hief,  aiid  whofe  condudl 
'•  on  the  27th  of  July,  1778,  by 
•'  a  fubfequent  court  -  martial, 
"  was,  after  a  full  examination, 
*'  declared  to  be  in  many  refpefts 
"  highly  exemplary  and  merito- 
"^  rious,  and  who  ha?,  during  the 
"  courfe  of  forty-five  years,  ferved 
"  the  crown,  both  in  his  civil  and 
•'  military  capacity,  with  great 
*'  ability,  bravery,  and  fidelity." 
luas  a  meafure  ioially  fuhnjerft'e ^  oj 
the  difcipline,  and  derogatory  to  the 
honour  of  the  'navy. 

LorQ  North,  before  he  fat  down, 
propofed  a  fort  of  compromife  with 
Mr.  Fcx,  by  offering  to  withdraw 
his  amendment  wholly,  if  the  lat- 
ter would  con  fen  t  to  omit  thofe 
particularly  obnoxious  words,  that 
the  yice-adrniral  was,  by  the  fen- 
tence of  a  coutt-manial,  declared 
to  have  preferred  a  malicious  and 
ijl-founded  accu£3,tion  againft  his 
commander 
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commander  in  chief;  by  which 
amendment  the  motion  would  go 
to  a  divifion,  in  thefe  general 
terms, — That  the  appointment  of 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  «c.  was  a 
Hieafure  fubverfive  of  the  difci- 
pline,  and  derogatory  to  the  ho- 
nour of  the  Britilh  navy.     But  Mr. 


ed,  upon  which  he  had  been  tried* 
there  appeared,  to  himfelf  at  Icaft, 
to  be  no  accufation.  The  vice- 
admiral,  therefore,  ftriftiy  fpeak- 
ing,  could  neither  be  convidted 
nor  acqiTitted. 

The  debates  continued  till  pad 
two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  whea 


Fox  refufing  to  comply  with  this  the  amendment  upen  I^li-,  Fox's 
propofal,  the  queftion  was  taken  original  mction  was  carried  by  a 
up    with  vigour,    and    obftinately    majority  of  Z14,  againll  149. 


maintained  on  both  fides. 

The  opinion  given  by  Lord 
Howe,  that  courts  martial  were 
not  only  competent  to  an  opinion 
on  the  motives  of  an  accufation, 
and  to  pafs  a  cenfure  on  the  ac- 
cufer,  where  they  appeared  mali- 


This  v/as,  however,  a  ciofer  di- 
vifion, than  the  oppofition  could 
perhaps  have  hoped  for  upon  many 
other  queilions. 

^Mr.  Fox  then  moved  the  follow- 
ing amendment  to  the  amended 
refolution,  to  come  in  immediate- 


cious  or  fcandalous,  but  that  if  ly  after  the  words  heard  in  his  dc~ 
the  cafe  were  otherwife,  there  jfence — viz.  "  That  the  judge  ad- 
murt  be  an   end  of  all   difcipline,     vocate  having  by  the   direftion  of 


and  the  authority  of  a  commander 
in  chief  would  be  entirely  loll, 
could  not,  confjdering  the  charac- 
ter, fituation,  and  profeffional 
knowledge  of  that  nobleman,  who 
had  dedicated  his  whole  life  with 
fo  much  honour  to  the  fervice,  but 
carry  great  weight  with  the  hear- 
ers. 

He  likewife  obferved,  that  the 
noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  had 
taken  great  pains  to  prove  that  the 
fentence  of  the  fecond  court  mar- 
tial, was  an  honourable  acquittal. 
He  had  himfelf,  he  faid,  read  that 
trial     through     very     attentively. 


the  faid  court,  declared,  that  it 
did  not  occur  to  the  recolleftion 
of  any  of  the  members,  that  it  had 
been  the  ufage  of  courts  martial 
to  admit  any  thing  on  the  part  of 
the  r.ocufer,  after  dcb.ring  that 
he  had  gene  through  all  the  wit- 
nefles  he  ftiould  produce  in  fupporc 
of  the  charge,  and  that  he  had 
agreed,  that  the  papers  offered  by 
the  accuf^r  could  not  be  admitted; 
and  the  faid  court  having,  in  ano- 
ther pirt  of  the  faid  trial,  declar-j 
ed,  that  they  had  continued  of  the 
fame  opinion,  and  had  agreed  that 
the  whole  evidence,   not   only  on 


but  he  could  not  comprehend  nor    the  part  of  the  charge,  but  of  the 


underltand  the  fcntence.  It  Itated 
jfirft,  that  the  vice-admiral's  con- 
ducl,  in  many  inftanccs,  had  been 
highly  meritorious  and  exemplary; 
it  then  charged  him  with  an  omif- 
lion  of  duty,  and  next  acquitted 
him.  What  puzzled  him,  he 
faid,  was  how  to  find  out  of  what 
the  vice-admiral  was  acquitted? 
In  the  charges,  as  they  were  call- 


defence,  having  been  clofed,  no- 
thing farther,  by  way  of  addrefs 
from  either,  could  be  read." — 
This  mction  was  avoided  by  mov- 
ing for  the  order  of  the  dav,  which 
the  houfe  was  well  difpofcd  at  that 
hour  to  agree  to. 

The  artairs  of  India  now  began 

to   require  and  to  attraft  the  moft 

ferious  attention  of  the  Houfe  of 

Commons. 
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Commons.  It  was  firongly  infift- 
ed  upon  bv  many  perlons  of 
weight,  that  the  interference  of 
the  crown  under  the  fandion  of 
parliament,  in  1773,  '"  regulat- 
ing the  government  of  the  Ealt 
India  company's  pofl'effions  in 
Alia,  and  in  the  management  of 
its  affairs  at  home  and  abroad,  in- 
Head  of  the  benefits  which  were 
held  out  at  that  lime,  bad  pro- 
tluced  fuch  fcenes  of  difortler,  and 
fuch  a  Hate  of  confufion  in  India, 
as  has  not  often  been  the  refult  of 
civil,  or  even  of  any  regulated  mi- 
litary eftablifliments. 

It  was  pretty  generally  allowed 
that  the  double  interefts,  mutually 
countera61ing  each  other,  which 
were  then  formed,  and  the  oppo- 
fite  powers  which  the  company's 
fervants  looked  up  to,  neceiTarily 
flackened  all  the  bands  of  obe- 
dience, and  by  degrees  deftrcyed 
all  authority.  The  revolution  at 
Madras,  the  fate  of  Lord  Pigot, 
the  triumph,  rather  than  efcape, 
of  the  authors  of  that  cataikophe, 
with  the  extr:'ordinary  phenome- 
non of  Indian  Princes,  at  the  di- 
ilance  of  half  the  globe,  becoming 
the  authors  of  cabals,  and  the 
leaders  of  pnrties,  in  the  capital 
of  Great  Britain,  formed  all  to- 
gether fuch  a  combination  of  cir- 
cumftances,  as  pointed  out  the 
receflity  of  a  review  of  our  policy 
itfelf,  in  the  government  of  India, 
as  well  as  of  the  ftriking  effects 
which  it  had  produced. 

Bengal,  by  the  new  regulations, 
had  been  made  the  feat  of  govern- 
ment of  the  Britifli  dominions  in 
the  eaft.  Two  fuprerne  jurifdic- 
tions  were  there  ellabliflted.  The 
one,  poflefling  all  the  political 
and  executive  powers  of  govern- 
ment, under  the  name  cf  governor- 


general  and  council,  extended  its 
fuj.  erintendence  and  contr-oul  over 
the  other  prefidencies  of  Madras 
and  Bombay.  The  fecond,  com- 
poled  of  judges  fent  from  England, 
was  called  the  fuprerne  court  of 
judicature,  and  was  entirely  in- 
dependent of  the  governor-general 
and  council.  As  the  one  fucceed- 
ed,  with  great  additional  powers, 
to  the  ancient  prefidency,  fo  the 
latter  did  to  the  mayor's  court  of 
Calcutta:  a  court,  which  though 
compofed  of  magiftratcs  not  bred 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  law,  yet 
by  a£l>np  upon  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  reditude,  and  v.ith  the 
affillanee  of  juries,  was  highly  dif- 
tinguiOied,  as  well  for  the  moderate 
expence  of  time  and  money  at 
which  jullice  was  obtained,  as  for 
the  fiiirnefs  of  its  proceedings,  and 
the  equity  of  its  decifions. 

It  was  fcarcely,  perhaps,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  that  thefe 
feparate  independent  powers,  efpe- 
cially  at  fuch  a  diilance  from  home, 
as  to  be  in  a  great  meafure  beyond 
the  reach  of  controul,  fliould  fub- 
iifl  long  together  without  cla(hing< 
The  public  had  hitherto  received, 
only  the  charges  againft  the  fu- 
prerne judicature  of  Calcutta, 
Their  friends  could  therefore  only 
reqneft,  that  no  hafty  opinion 
fhould  be  formed,  nor  cenfure  part 
upon  their  <;ondu6t,  until  they 
were  heard. 

In  this  flate  of  things,  it  is  not 
eafy  to  fettle  in  what  proportions 
the  blame  is  to  be  laid,  upon  the 
conftitution  itfelf,  or  upon  thofe 
who  atted  under  it.  it  feems, 
however,  to  have  been  generally 
acknowledged,  that  the  meafure 
of  attempting  to  eftablifii  the 
Englifli  laws,  courts,  and  forms 
ofjuftice^  amoogft  the  various  na- 

tioi\s 


HISTORY     OF    EUROPE.       P177 


tions,  religions,  languages,  and 
races  of  men  fubfilling  in  In- 
dia, and  where  fcarcely  any 
length  of  time  could  even  render 
them  intelligible,  will  probably 
ever  beconfidcred  as  a  fundament- 
al political  error.  The  antiquity 
of  the  Gentoo  civilization,  laws, 
religion,  and  cufloms,  fortified  by 
the  invincible  attachment  which 
it  produced  in  the  people,  had,  in 
all  ages,  procured  the  political  at- 
tention, if  not  the  refpeft,  of  the 
mod  ferocious  and  barbarous  of 
their  various  conquerors.  How- 
ever the  people  were  opprefTed  or 
pillaged,  their  prejudices  in  thofe 
xefpcfts  were  facred  and  inviolate. 

The  Zemindars,  who  are  the 
prefent  great  landholders  of  India, 
are  likewife  a  fort  of  hereditary 
princes  of  the  country.  They  ge- 
nerally rent,  from  their  fubfilling 
mailers,  thofe  lands  which  their 
ancellors  pofrefTcd  in  fovereignty. 
Some  of  thefe  hold  lands  to  the 
extent  of  ten  or  twelve  thoufand 
fquare  miles,  and  as  the  jents 
were  generally  eafy,  and  the  peo- 
ple iHll  regard  them  with  the 
highelt  degree  of  attachment  and 
reverence,  they  are  enabled  to  re- 
tain fome  appearance  of  former 
royalty  in  their  palaces,  and  ilill 
more  in  their  authority.  The 
Englifh  government  in  this  coun- 
try, is  in  a  great  meafure  maintain- 
ed through  this  attachment  of  the 
people  to  their  princes  ;  and  the 
defire  of  enabling  the  Zemindar 
to  difcharge  his  rent,  is  a  princi- 
pal fpur  to  their  indullry.  All 
the  judici.il  bufinefs  of  the  coun- 
try, had  hitherto  been  tranfacled 
in  their  provincial  courts,  and 
matters  of  litigation  decided  ac- 
cording to  the  known  laws  and 
cuAoms. 

Vol.  XXIV. 


The  authority  of  the  native 
courts  was  not  only  denied  by  the 
new  judicature,  but  their  members 
were  punifhed  even  to  ruin,  as 
well  as  perfonal  infliflion,  for  the 
difcharge  of  their  fundions,  ac- 
cording to  the  e.lablifhed  laws 
and  conllirution  of  their  country, 
which  had  till  now  been  acknow- 
ledged by  all  conquerors.  We 
are  at  all  times  to  recolleft,  that 
it  had  been  the  conflant  policy  of 
the  Eaft  India  company  in  the  go- 
vernment of  thofe  countries,  to 
aft  under  the  apparent  authority, 
and  as  the  nominal  fervants  and 
officers,  of  that  fhadow  of  the  an- 
tient  fupreme  fovereignty,  the  re- 
prefentative  of  the  Grand  Mogul, 
who  iHll  rcfided  at  Delly.  So  that 
the  new  fyftem  of  judicature  ope- 
rated not  fimply  as  a  violent  and 
unprepared  innovation,  but  as  a 
total  revolution  in  the  mode  ot 
government  eilablifhed  by  our- 
felves. 

Theallonilhed  and  terrified  na- 
tives of  Bengal  and  the  adjoining 
countries,  now  beheld  the  extra- 
ordinary fpedlacle  or"  Englifh  bai- 
liffs, accompanied  by  confiderable 
bodies  of  armed  Europeans,  tra- 
verfing  the  country,  at  the  dillance 
of  fome  hundreds  of  miles  from 
Calcutta,  to  execute  by  force  the  de« 
trees  of  the  new  judicature,  found- 
ed upon  laws  and  didinftions  which 
they  were  utterly  incapable  of 
comprehending,  in  the  palaces, 
and  on  the  perfons,  of  the  Ze- 
mindars; whom  they  viewed  at 
once  with  the  refpcft  due  to  their 
natural  princes,  and  to  the  me- 
dium of  European  authority. 
Force,  in  the  defence  of  all  that 
was  held  facred,  was  cppoied  to 
force.  A  kind  of  fieges  were 
formed  ;  reinforcements  were  fent 
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to  fupport  the  aflailants ;  the  ti- 
midity, not  the  inclination  of  the 
people,  prevented  their  being  cut 
to  pieces  ;  places  were  carried  by 
Ilorm  ;  the  brother  of  one  of  the 
rajahs,  with  others  of  his  friends 
or  family,  were  killed  in  the  de- 
fence of  his  palace. 

The  apartments  of  the  women, 
which  are  held  facred  throughout 
all  the  Eafl,  and  ftill  more  fo  a- 
mong  the  Gentoos  of  rank,  were 
violently  broken  into,  and  their 
perfons,  which  are  fuppofed  to  re- 
ceive fome  defilement  even  from 
the  cafual  view  of  a  llranger,  were 
fubjefted  to  the  rude  handling 
and  rough  treatment  of  thofe  fort 
of  ruffians  who  are  generally  em- 
ployed upon  fuch  occafions.  But 
this  was  not  the  worft.  Their 
places  of  private  and  domeflic 
worlhip  were  violated  in  the  fame 
manner;  and  thofe  fymbols,  or 
external  objeds  of  their  adoration, 
which  had  been  fanftified  by  the 
reverence  of  ages,  were  dragged 
from  their  places  by  prophane 
hands,  and  thrown  amongil  the 
heap  of  houihold  furniture  and 
lumber,  which  were  collefted  to 
anfwer  the  ends  of  the  execution. 

The  governop-general  and  coun- 
cil, who  confidered  all  matters  of 
finance,  and  confequently  all  tran- 
faftions  with  the  Zemindars,  as 
cognizable  only  by  themfelves, 
3nd  ftiil  regulated  in  that  refort 
by  the  known  laws  and  cullomary 
courfc  of  juftice  in  the  country, 
could  not  but  refent  this  invafion 
oi  their  authority.  They  had  in- 
deed much  ferlous  caufe  of  appre- 
henfion,  from  the  eiFedls  which 
this  violence  on  the  rights,  paf- 
fiuns,  and  prejudices  of  the  people 
mijjht  produce,  in  a  country  where 


(o  many  millions  of  natives  were 
governed  by  a  handful  of  (trangers. 

They  accordingly  employed  the 
military  force  of  the  company  to 
reftrain  the  violence  of  the  civil 
power  ;  and  a  gang,  confilHng  of 
about  fourfcore  bailiffs  and  their 
afl'ociates,  were  in  one  inltance  dif- 
armed,  and  fent  up  prifoners  to 
Calcutta.  Two  petitions  were 
now  prefented  to  parliament.  The 
one  from  the  governor  -  "feneral 
and  council,  giving  a  long  ilate- 
menc  of  the  tranfadtions,  and  re- 
quefting  an  indemnification  from 
thofe  legal  penalties,  winch,  for 
the  preservation  of  government 
and  of  the  country,  hey  hao  been 
under  a  neceffity  of  incurring,  in 
refifting  the  decrees  of  the  lupreme 
court,  and  the  operation  of  an  adl 
of  parliament. 

The  fecond  petition  was  fub- 
fcribed  by  648  of  the  Britifh  fub- 
jefls  refiding  in  the  provinces  of 
Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orifla,  con- 
taining a  long  detail  of  the  griev- 
ances, oppreffions,  and  violations 
of  their  rights  as  men  and  as  Bri- 
tons, which  they  had  endured  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  fupreme 
court  of  judicature ;  particularly 
of  their  being  deprived  of  the  be- 
nefit of  trials  by  juries  in  all  civil 
cafes ;  of  the  ellablifhment  of  ex 
poji  fa^o  and  retrofpe£^ive  laws ; 
of  fome  matters  relative  to  appeals, 
and  the  admiflion  of  evidence, 
which  feeni  to  be  exceedingly  op- 
preflive  and  unjull ;  with  a  number 
of  other  ail'umptions  of  power, 
which,  as  ftated,  appear  of  an 
extraordinary  nature.  They  like- 
wife  confirm  the  accounts  given 
by  the  governor-general  and  coun- 
cil, relative  to  the  ftate  of  confu- 
lion,  anarchy,  and  danger,  which 
through 


HISTORY     OF    EUROPE.     [^179 


through  thefe  means  prevailed  in 
the  country. 

_  ,         .  General   Smith   en- 

tcb.izTM.    ^^^^j    j^^^    ^^    ample 

difcuflion  of  the  petitions,  and  of 
the  ftate  of  affairs  in  India,  in  do- 
ing which  he  difplayed  the  fulieft 
knowledge  of  the  fubjefl  ;  all 
tending  to  (hew  the  greatnefs  of 
the  enormities  committed,  and 
the  necefiity  of  the  immediate  in- 
terference of  parliament,  for  the 
prefervation  oftheBritifh  interefis 
in  that  part  of  the  world.  He 
concluded  by  moving,  that  the 
petitions  might  be  referred  to  a 
feleft  committee,  confifling  of  fif- 
teen members,  to  be  chofen  by 
ballot,  and  that  it  (hould  meet  in 
a  chamber  above  ftairs. 

He  was  ably  feconded  by  Mr. 
Roufe,  and  fupported  by  fome  o- 
ther  gentlemen.  The  minifter 
made  no  objedion  to  the  motion. 
He  faid,  the  petitions  well  deferved 


the  ferious  attention  of  the  houfe  ; 
and  if  the  fafts  were  founded,  and 
that  the  judicial  and  political 
powers  were  in  arms  againft  each 
other  in  India,  they  fhould  take 
meafures  to  put  an  end  to  fo  dan- 
gerous a  conteft  as  fpeedily  as  pof- 
fible.  He,  however,  Ihewed  the 
delicate  nature  of  the  fubjeft,  and 
recommended  moderation  in  the 
courfe  of  the  enquiry  ;  but  decla- 
red, that  it  was  neither  in  his  con- 
templation, nor  in  that  of  the 
houfe,  when  he  brought  in  a  bill 
a  few  years  fince  for  the  govern- 
ment of  India,  that  the  court  of 
judicature  fhould  become  the 
fource  of  mifery,  oppreflion,  or 
injuflice  ;  nor  was  it  at  all  intend- 
ed that  it  fhould  have  extended  its 
powers  in  the  manner  now  repre- 
fented.  > 

The  felefl  committee,  of  fifteen 
gentlemen,  was  accordingly  bal- 
loted in  a  few  days  after. 


CHAP.        X. 

Debates  on  Mr.  Barkers  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  civil  lift  eftahhjhmints. 
^efiion  for  the  fecond  reading  over-ruled  upon'  a  divijion,  and  the  hill 
put  off  for  fix  months.  Debates  on  the  fuhjccl  of  the  Itan,  Mr.  Fox's 
motion  for  omitting  the  lottery  claufe,  rejected  upon  a  di-vfon.  Farther 
debates  and  ftriiiures  upon  the  loan.  AnJher  motion  againft  the  lottery y 
luhich  is  agaitt  over-ruled  upon  a  divijton.  Mr.  Byng's  motion  for  a  lift 
of  fubfcribers  to  the  loan,  agreed  to  ;  other  motions  rtjeSled.  Motion  for 
the  com7nit7nent  of  Sir  P.  J.  Gierke's  contraSicrs  bill,  over-ruled  upon  a 
divifton.  Mr.  Crcive's  bill  for  refraining  revenue  officers  from  -uoting 
on  eieciions  of  members  of  parliament ,  rejected  upon  a  divifton.  Debate 
on  the  Duke  of  Bolton'' s  motion  for  an  enquiry  into  the  condu^  of  the  navy  ; 
motion  vjilhdrazvn.  Loan  bill  cppofd  by  the  Marquis  cf  Rcckingham. 
Proteft  againft  it.  Report  from  the  fcleSi  committee  on  Iv.dia  affairs.. 
Debates  on  the  minfter's  motion  for  a  fecret  ccm?nittee  to  enquire  into  the 
caufcs  of  the  vuar  in  the  Carnatic.  Motion  for  an  amendment,  that  the 
committie  fnight  be  open,  rejeBed  on  a  divifton.  Great  debates  on  Sir 
George  Savi tie's  motion,  for  referring  the  petition  from  the  delegated 
counties  for  a  redrefs  of  grievances,  to  a  committee  of  the  ivhole  houfe. 
The  motion  rejc^ed  vpcn  «  divifton,     Dchnte  on  Mr.  Burke's  motion  for 
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papers,  tending  to  an  enquiry  into  the  feixure  and  conjifcation  of  pri'vate 
property  in  the  ijland  of  St.  Eujlatius.  Motion  rejeiled  on  a  di'vijion. 
Bill  for  luiv-modeUing  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature  in  Bengal.  ■  Vari- 
ous propofitions,  motions,  and  debates,  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  Eaji- 
India  company.  Debates  on  the  minifier^s  bill,  for  fecuring  to  the  public 
a  certain  participation  in  the  profits  of  the  Eajl-Indin  company.  Great 
debates  on  Mr.  Fox's  motion,  that  the  houfe  do  refclve  itfelfinto  a  com- 
mittee, to  confder  of  the  Amcricayi  luar.  Motion  rejefied  on  a  di'vijion. 
Lord  Bea:ccha;f!p's  bill,  for  affording  relief  in  certain  cafes  of  difficulty 
produced  by  the  marriage  ail.  Mr.  Fox's  bill  for  amending  the  marriage 
aii.  Mr.  Fo.v's  narriage  bill,  lof  in  the  houfe  fiords.  Speech  from  the 
throne. 


THE  rejeftion  of  his  bill  of 
reform  in  the  preceding  it^- 
•p  ,  fion,  did  not  prevent  Mr. 

^*  Burke  from  bringing  it 
forward  again  in  the  prefent.  He 
opened  his  propofition  by  ftating 
the  powerful  motives  which  called 
upon  him  to  refume  his  undertak- 
ing.— The  three  celebrated  refo- 
]ucions  of  the  late  parlianaent  on 
the  6th  of  April,  1780— The  ge- 
neral temper,  expectation,  and 
wifh  of  the  people-— And  the  dire6l 
applications  to  himfelf  by  fome  of 
the  counties.  He  fupported  the 
ineafure  of  reform  with  his  wonted 
eloquence  and  ability.  The  iiril 
argument  was  deduced  from  the 
ftace  of  public  affairs,  and  the 
dangerous  war  in  which  we  were 
involved  with  fo  many  mighty  ene- 
mies.  This  was  a  ground  of  poli- 
cy immediately  affecting  the  ilate 
and  government,  and  entirely  in- 
dependent of  the  applications  or 
widies  of  the  people.  It  would 
operate  equally  if  no  fuch  applica- 
tions had  been  made,  or  no  fuch 
defire  fubfifted.  It  would  operate 
with  equal  force  in  any  conftitu- 
tion  of  government.  When  a  na- 
tion is  involved  in  expences  of  fo 
vaft  a  magnitude  as  flretch  to  the 
utnioll  limits  of  the  pubiic  ability, 
tt;>.on  oiv  muil  be  called  in  to  pre- 


ferve  the  due  proportion  between 
the  refourccs  and  the  demands. 
It  was  the  duty  of  minifters  to 
have  originally  framed  and  carried 
into  execution  fuch  a  fcheme  of 
reform  ;  it  was  now  their  intereft 
to  fecure  themfelves  from  punifh- 
ment,  and  to  make  fome  amends 
for  their  former  negleft,  by  adopt- 
ing the  fyftem,  and  to  give  it  effi- 
cacy by  rendering  it  a  meafure  of 
the  {late. 

He  difplayed  no  fmall  addrefs  in 
his  application  to  the  new  repre- 
fentative  body.  The  three  refo- 
lutions  of  the  lafl  parliament, 
(which  had  been  jull  read)  he  ob- 
ferved,  were  to  be  confidered  as  a 
valuable  legacy  bequeathed  to  the 
public,  and  an  atonement  for  the 
fervility  which  had  fligmatized 
their  previous  condud.  They 
formed  a  body  of  maxims,  autho- 
rizing the  people  of  this  country 
to  expefl  from  their  prefent  repre-^ 
fentatives  that  which  is  declared 
to  be  neceffary  by  their  predecef- 
fors.  They  were,  indeed,  unope- 
rative  in  their  prefent  form  ;  they 
wanted  fpecific  conclufions  to  give 
the  eftc6l  and  benefit  which  they 
held  out.  The  late  parliament 
had  been  prematurely  diiTolvcd. 
But  if  the  prefent  parliament  neg- 
ledled  to  accomplifh  what  the  o- 

ther 
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ther  appeared  to  have  defigned, 
all  the  confequences  of  refuling  Co 
falutary  a  meafure  would  be  im- 
puted to  them,  and  thofe  refolu- 
lions  would  ftand  upon  the  jour- 
nals, as  public  monuments  of  ex- 
culpation to  their  predeccfTors,  and 
of  di(grace  to  them. 

He  entertained  a  confidence, 
he  faid,  of  meeting  meji  in  the 
new  parliament,  who  would  con- 
fider  it  as  their  duty  to  go  hand  in 
hand  with  him,  in  carrying  into 
execution  the  wilhes  of  the  people; 
or  rather  thofe  commands  which 
had  been  delivered  in  thunder  and 
lightning,  and  of  which  they  ex- 
peded  in  the  fucceeding  tranquil- 
lity  a  faithful  and  happy  execu- 
tion. The  wifdom  and  power  of 
the  prefent  parliament  were  the 
foundations  on  which  the  public 
confidence  relied.  The  people 
would  not  for  a  moment  believe 
that  parliament  wanted  integrity 
to  adept,  what  its  wifdom  fug- 
gefled,  and  its  power  could  exe- 
cute. They  wonld  net  give  har- 
bour to  fuch  a  fuggeflion,  until 
they  could  reafon  from  experience. 
It  was  the  bufinefs  of  parliament 
to  juftify  the  nation.  And  nothing 
could  be  more  conducive  to  their 
own,  as  well  as  to  the  national  in- 
terell,  than  that  it  fhould  be  feen, 
that  a  free  and  generous  confi- 
dence had  more  power  to  fecure 
the  fidelity  of  parliament  from 
the  beginning,  than  complaint, 
clamour,  and  violence  had  in  re- 
covering it  after  it  was  corrupted. 

When  enemy  fucceeded  to  ene- 
my, and  the  guilty  rai'hnefs  of 
miniliers  leagued  with  contending 
Itates  againll  us,  our  independ- 
ence, it  had  been  faid,  was  to  he 
maintained  hy  tbc/pirit  oftb:  people. 
Abandoned  by  our  allies,  and  left 


by  Europe  to  our  fate;  in  every 
fituation,  in  every  emergency, 
and  in  every  danger,  we  were  to. 
find  confolation  and  refource,  re- 
fuge or  conqueft,  in  the  fpirit  of 
the  people.  But  the  efFeft  of  fpi- 
rit, and  the  fpirit  itfelf,  muft  de- 
pend upon  Itrength.  Strength, 
and  the  juices  which  feed  it,  the 
wealth  of  the  country,  ought  to 
be  carefully  nouriflied  and  huf- 
banded,  with  care,  with  tender- 
nefs,  and  with  folicitude,  not 
weakened  and  exhaulhd  by  diffi- 
pation  and  profufion.  The  me- 
thod, he  faid,  by  which  the  fpirit 
can  be  kept  alive  in  the  breads  of 
men,  is  by  the  participation  of 
thofe  to  whom  they  look  up  for 
example.  Let  the  government 
participate  in  the  fufFerings  of  the 
people  I  Let  the  king  fhew  his 
lubjefls  an  example  of  retrench- 
ment and  oeconomy,  and  the  people 
chearfully  fubmit  to  every  diihcul- 
ty  and  labour. 

He  fuppofed  the  commons  in 
the  imaginary  fituation  of  being 
the  mere  creatures  of  the  crown  ; 
of  their  being  conflituted,  fed  by, 
and  totally  dependent  on  the 
court ;  and  in  that  Hate,  he  afTert- 
ed,  and  reafoncd  to  demonftrate, 
that  it  would  be  their  di'ty,  and 
ought  to  be  their  inclination,  to 
advife  the  fcvereign  to  oeconomy 
and  retrenchment.  By  the  plan 
which  had  been  prepared,  they 
would  be  able  to  give  the  king 
that  which  kings  in  general  great- 
ly defired — power  ;  for  ceconomy 
was  power;  it  was  wealth  and  re- 
fource ;  it  was  men  and  arms  ;  it 
was  all  that  ambition  could  either 
covet  or  exert  to  accomplifh  its 
ends.  Were  he  then  himfelf  the 
creature  of  a  defpotic  prince,  he 
fhould,   as    his  counfellor,   advife 
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him,  in  a  time  of  trial  and  diffi- 
,  culty,  to  take  from  his  civil  ex- 
pence,  that  he  might  add  to  hij 
military  eilablifliment ;  to  take 
from  fliew  that  he  might  add  to 
fubftance  ;  to  make  his  people 
4iappy,  that  he  might  make  them 
vigorous;  to  make  his  war  a  war 
of  exertion,  that  his  peace  might 
be  honourable  and  fecure. 

After  placing  the  fubjeil  in  eve- 
ry advantageous  point  of  view, 
and  adapting  arguments  to  every 
iituation,  he  informed  the  houfe 
that  he  laid  before  them  the  fame 
plan,  which  had  engaged  fo  much 
of  the  time  and  attention  of  the 
Jail  parliament  to  fo  little  purpofe. 
He  had  made  no  alterations  in  it ; 
and  he  requeftcd  the  houfe,  and 
laid  it  before  them  in  a  hope  and 
coiiEdence,  that  if  they  meant  to 
cive  it  countenance  and  attention, 
they  would  do  fo  with  fairnefs  and 
•candour,  and  not  with  infidious 
refpefl  in  its  outfet,  tempt  it  to  a 
death  of  flow  and  lingering  tor- 
ture. He  called  upon  the  noble 
jord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  who  was 
to  be  the  arbiter  of  its  fate,  and 
begged  that,  if  he  meant  ulti- 
mately to  give  it  a  death-ltroke, 
he  would  fave  himf^lf  and  the 
houfe  much  fatigue,  and  the  na- 
lion  much  anxiety  and  difappoint- 
inent,  by  ftrangling  it  in  its  birth. 
Let  them  try  the  matter  on  that 
day,  if  it  was  to  be  tried.  He 
called  upon  him  to  do  this,  and  to 
he,  at  leall:  for  one  day,  a  decifive 
jninilter. 

iVIr.  Burke  then  moved,  "  7'hat 
]eave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  better  regulation  of  his 
majeliy's  civil  eftablifhments,  and 
of  certain  public  offices  ;  for  the 
limitation  of  penfigns,  and  the 
fuppveffioa  cf  fundry   ufelefs,  ex- 


penfive,  and  inconvenient  places; 
and  for  applying  the  monies  faved 
thereby  to  the  public  fervice." 

The  motion  was  feconded  by 
Mr.  Duncombe,  who  paid  high 
compliments  to  the  mover,  not 
only  on  account  of  the  bill,  but  of 
the  very  great  ability  with  which 
he  had  formerly  ftated  his  compre- 
henfive  plan  to  the  houfe,  and  the 
firmnefs  and  perfeverance  with 
which  he  now  had  combated  every 
obflacle  to  the  principle  of  the 
meafure. 

The  minifter,  in  nnfwer  to  the 
call  made  upon  him,  faid  he  would 
very  candidly  declare,  that  his 
opinion  on  the  fubjeft  had  not  at  all 
varied  from  that  which  he  had  en- 
tertained on  it  in  the  preceding 
year,  and  that  though  he  did  not 
di  (approve  of  the  plan  in  toto,  yet 
the  parts  which  appeared  to  him 
proper  to  be  adopted,  bore  fo 
fmall  a  proportion  to  the  whole 
of  that  very  comprehenfivefcheme, 
that  he  fhould  be  obliged  to  op- 
pofe  it  in  fome  future  ftage  of  the 
bill ;  he  did  not  think  it  would  be 
decent  or  candid  for  him,  upon 
his  own  private  opinion,  to  fet  his 
face  againft  the  bill  in  its  firft 
ftagc,  by  oppofmg  its  introduc- 
tion ;  efpecially  as  there  were 
many  new  members  in  the  houfe, 
who,  though  they  might  have  a 
general  knowledge  of  the  fubjeft, 
could  not  be  fo  fully  informed 
upon  it  as  was  neceffary  to  their 
coming  to  an  abfolute  decifion  ; 
he  would  therefore  referve  himfelf 
until  the  bill  was  printed,  and  the 
members  were  in  pofleffion  of  the 
neceffary  information,  when  he 
fhould  think  it  his  duty  to  ftate 
fuch  oblervations  and  objeiflions 
as  might  occur  to  him,  to  the 
houfe. 

Under 
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Under  this  unfavourable  auf- 
pice,  the  bill  was  carried  through 
to  a  fecond  reading;  when  it  was 
again  doomed  to  experience  the 
weight  of  that  influence  which  it 
was  intended  to  reduce,  but  which 
for  the  prefent  it  was  unable  to 
furmount.  As  no  new  ground 
could  be  taken  upon  this  fubjed, 
we  (hall  not  attempt  repeating  the 
arguments  which  were  ufed  in  the 
preceding  parliament,  and  which 
we  fully  flated  in  our  laft  volume. 
F  K  f\  Ofi  the  day  appointed  for 
■  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
bill,  it  brought  out  great  de- 
bate ;  if  it  was  llrongly  oppofed  on 
the  one  fide,  it  was  no  lefs  ably 
and  powerfully  fupported  on  the 
other  ;  and  the  divifion  not  only 
furprized  many,  but  was  more 
clofe  than  the  minifter  him- 
felf  expefted.  Mr.  Burke  wound 
up  the  debate,  by  combating  all 
the  arguments  that  had  been 
brought  againil  his  bill,  with  a 
degree  of  ingenuity  and  ability, 
which  furprized  even  thofe  who 
were  moft  acquainted  with  them. 
Mr.  William  Pitt,  fon  to  the  Earl 
of  Chatham,  and  the  young  Lord 
Maitland,  were  highly  "dillinguilh- 
ed,  by  their  ability  and  eloquence 
in  fupport  of  the  bill. 

The  motion  for  the  fecond  read- 
ing was,  about  midnight,  over- 
ruled upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majo- 
rity of  233  to  190.  By  a  fubfe- 
quent  refolution,  the  bill  was  put 
off  for  fix  months. 

Of  all  the  afts  of  the  minifter, 
during  io  long  a  government  of 
public  affairs,  fcarcelyany  brought 
upon  him  fo  much  leverity  of  re- 
prehenfion  within  doors,  or  per- 
haps fo  much  cenfure  without,  as 
the  loan  of  the  prefent  year. 
T\velve  millions  were   borrowed, 


upon  terms  fo  advantageous  to  the 
lenders,  that  the  price  of  the  new 
flock  rofe  at  market  from  nine  to 
eleven  per  cent,  above  par. 

Before  this  circumltance  was, 
however,  known,  the  loan  was,  on 
its  own  bottom,  llrongly  objefted. 
to,  and  both  its  manner  and  prin- 
ciple feverely  condemned,  by  Mr. 
Fox  For  on  the  day  March  7. 
of  the  minifter's  open-  ' 

ing  the  budget,  as  it  is  called," 
when  he  had  necefTarily  laid  before 
the  houfe  the  nature  and  circune- 
ftances  of  the  loan,  that  gentle- 
man, in  a  fpeech  of  great  length, 
and  in  which,  along  with  his  ufual 
ability,  he  difplayed  fuch  a  fund 
of  financial  knowledge,  as  feemed 
to  excite  furprize,  endeavoured  to 
eftablilh,  by  incontrovertible  data, 
and  by  arguments  that  appeared 
no  lefs  irrefragable,  that  the  bar- 
gain was  exceedingly  difadvan- 
tageous  to  the  public,  and  that  the 
money  might  have  been  obtained 
upon  much  better  terms. 

But  he  farther  contended,  that 
the  lofs  to  the  public,  however 
great,  and  however  ill  able  they 
were  to  bear  it,  was  comparatively 
but  a  fmall  part  of  the  evil.  For 
although  the  loan  was  liable  to  the 
Itrongelt  objections,  both  as  aquef- 
tion  of  finance  and  a  matter  of 
ceconomy,  it  was  Hill  much  worfe, 
and  even  highly  dangerous,  when 
confiJered  in  a  political  view.  He 
calculated  the  prohts  on  the  loan, 
under  every  probable  contingency, 
at  fomething  ncir  a  million  ;  and 
that  great  fum,  he  laid,  was  entire- 
ly at  the  difpofal  and  in  the  hands 
of  the  miniller,  to  be  granted  as 
douceurs  to  the  members  of  that 
houfe,  whether  as  compenfations 
for  the  expences  of  their  eledlions, 
or  for  whatever  other  purpofe  of 
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corrupt  influence  might  beft  fuit 
his  views.  Thus  the  attempt  made 
by  his  honourable  friend  to  correal 
and  reftrain  undue  influence,  by 
controuling  th^  civil  lirt  expendi- 
ture, would  have  been  of  little  a- 
vail  if  it  had  even  fucceeded,  when 
a  fum  equal  to  that  whole  revenue 
was  to  be  annually  thrown  by  a 
loan  into  the  hands  of  a  miniller, 
to  be  applied  to  the  worfc  and  moft 
dangerous  of  all  purpofes,  that  of 
procuring  and  preferving  a  con- 
ilant  majority  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons upon  every  queftion  ;  and 
thereby  affording  fupport  and 
eflicacy  to  all  the  views  and  de- 
ligns  of  a  bad  adminiftration, 
however  pernicious  or  ruinous, 
and  without  a  poffibility  of  parlia- 
mentary redrefs  to  the  public. 

He  particularly  objedled  to  the 
propofed  lottery,  which  was  added 
to  the  douceurs  of  the  loan,  ond 
afforded  a  benefit  of  one  per  ctnt. 
to  the  fubfcribers.  This  he  confi- 
dered  as  the  moil:  pernicious  and 
deftrudlive  of  all  fpecies  of  gam- 
ing; as  immediately  affefting  the 
morals,  habits,  and  circumftances 
of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  ; 
and  which,  upon  every  principle 
of  policy,  fliould  be  carefully  a- 
voided.  He  trulled  he  had  clearly 
convinced  the  houfe,  that  the  be- 
nefits to  the  fubfcribers  of  the  pre- 
fent  loan  were  fufficiently  great 
without  the  lottery;  and  he  hoped 
they  would  render  the  greateit  fer- 
yice  in  their  power  to  the  public, 
by  preventing  its  inevitable  ill 
confequences.  He  therefore  mov- 
ed, as  an  amendment  to  the  mi- 
niller's  motion  for  agreeing  to  the 
terms  of  the  loan,  that  the  latter 
claufe,  relpeifiing  the  lottery, 
ihould  be  omitted. 

Th^  motion  Oi    amendment  on 


a  que.lion  of  fupply  brought  out 
a  good  deal  of  debate.  The  mi- 
niiler  acknowledged,  that  the  bar- 
gain he  had  made  for  the  public 
was  a  liberal  one;  but  he  jullified 
it  by  Itating  the  neceffity  of  the 
cafe,  and  by  podtively  afferiing 
that  the  money  could  not  have 
been  obtained  upon  eaficr  condi- 
tions. With  refped  to  the  ideas 
thrown  out,  that  the  loan  was  a 
fource  of  influence,  and  that  half 
of  it  was  taken  in  that  houfe,  they 
were,  he  faid,  extremely  ftrained. 
The  loan  was  a  public  loan,  very 
indifcriminately  taken;  and,  as  a 
matter  of  conjecture  (for  it  could 
be  no  more  on  either  fide)  it  was 
not  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  a 
large  part  of  it  would  be  taken  by 
members  of  that  houfe,  at  the 
time  the  terms  were  propofed. 
Nor  did  he  believe  that  it  would 
be  {o  found  in  fad.  He  fliouId  be 
forry  to  fee  a  bankrupt  houfe  of 
commons;  but  that  would  be  the 
probable  cffeft,  if  its  members  em- 
barked in  money  tranfaiflions  to  fo 
vafi  an  amount  as  tvvelve  millions. 
As  to  the  intereft  which  any  mi- 
nifter  could  befuppofed  to  procure 
by  fucii  a  loan  as  the  prefent,  it 
was  a  very  poor  com.penfation  for 
the  great  fatigue  and  trouble  of 
mind  occafioned  by  fuch  a  burthen  ; 
he  had  full  convidion  that  no  bu- 
finefs  could  be  more  difagreeable. 

It  was  the  undoubted  province 
of  the  houfe  to  confider  and  judge 
of  the  terms  of  the  loan  ;  and  it 
was  in  their  power  to  accede  to 
them  cr  not.  But  he  requefted 
gentlemen  to  confider  the  ill  con- 
fequences of  their  refufing  to  ac- 
cede to  the  propofitions  agreed  on. 
The  attention  paid  by  monied 
men  to  the  trcafury  would  be  lef- 
fened  ;  and  if  it  were  ufual  for  the 

howfe 
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houfe  to  fettle  and  alter  the  terms, 
they  muft  go  farther,  and  conduct 
the  bufinefs,  and  make  the  bar- 
gain themfelves.  That  argu- 
ment certainly  would  not  go  to 
the  fupport  of  any  thing  material- 
ly and  palpably  wrong.  In  that 
cafe  the  houfe  ought  to  interfere; 
but  unlefs  the  objedions  were  very 
material,  whiuh  he  trulled  they 
could  not  be,  he  left  gentlemen 
to  confider  the  ill  confequences 
of  refufing  to  accede  to  the  pro- 
pofitions  which  had  been  agreed 
on.  With  refpeft  to  the  lottery, 
he  faid  it  was  a  favourite  part  of 
€very  douceur  with  all  money 
lenders ;  it  was  an  encourage- 
ment and  advantage  to  them,  with- 
out its  being  any  expence  to  go- 
vernment ;  on  the  contrary, 
480,0001.  was  paid  in,  and  re- 
mained without  intereit  for  the 
greater  pare  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Fox's  amendment  was  re- 
jefted  upon  a  divilion,  by  a  majo- 
rity of  169  to  III;  and  the  mini- 
fter's  original  motion,  with  the 
refolutions  appertaining  to  it, 
were  pafled  without  farther  difn- 
culty. 

This  bufinefs,  however,  did  not 
end  here.  Mr.  Fox's  difcuffion 
of  the  loan,  having  probably  ex- 
cited or  increafed  a  ipirit  of  en- 
quiry, much  information  had  in 
the  intermediate  time  been  ob- 
tained, relative  to  the  ciicum- 
ftances  of  that  tranfadion,  and  to 
the  price  of  the  new  lloclc  at  mar- 
ket, which  occaiioned  an  unufual 
and  determined  cppofition  to  the 
report. 

Sir  Philip  Jennings  Gierke  took 
up  the  bufmcfs,  and  arraigned  in 
the  bittereft  terms  the  bargain 
made  by  the  minifter ;  which  he 
fa^d  was  fo  much  a  vain  ft  the  pub- 


lic, as  to  become  the  fubjeft  of 
convei  fation,  complaint  and  fur- 
prize  in  ail  plates.  He  fliould 
therefore  move  for  rccommiciing 
the  leport,  in  order  that  the  houfe 
might  amend  the  terms,  and  pre- 
vent, what  he  termed,  fo  (liame- 
ful  and  extravagant  a  prollitution 
of  the  public  money.  He  faid  the 
diftribution  of  the  loan  had  like- 
wife  been  fcandaloully  partial. 
That  inflead  of  being  diltributed 
among  men  of  known  reputatioa 
and  character,  who  had  always 
been  the  fupporters  of  government 
in  fuch  cafes,  it  had  been  given  to 
theminirter's  creatures  and  friends, 
as  a  reward  for  paft,  and  a  retain- 
er for  future  fcrvices;  and  parti- 
cularly he  aflured  the  houfe  that 
he  had  been  well-informed,  that 
the  favoured  contrador,  whofe 
name  had  been  fo  long  familiar  to 
them,  had  no  lefs  than  the  prodi- 
gious fum  of  3,300,0001.  of  the 
loan,  afiigned  to  his  llaare,  or  at 
lead  difpofal. 

He  was  fupported  by  Sir  George 
Saville,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Byng,  and  fome  other  gen- 
tlemen, who  befides  reprobating 
the  loan  in  all  its  parts  and  cir- 
cumftsnces,  infilled  that  the  houfe 
was  not  in  any  manner  bound  to 
confirm  the  conditions. 

Nothing,  they  faid,  would  tend 
more  to  injure  public  credit,  than 
to  fhcw  the  world,  that  it  was  not 
parliament  but  the  minifter  that 
regulated  the  finances  of  this  coun- 
try. It  was  the  idea  of  parlia- 
ment's examining  and  controuling 
the  public  finances,  that  had  rail- 
ed the  national  credit  to  fuch  high 
tllimation.  It  was  that  which 
gave  the  ilamp  and  publicity  to  all 
our  financial  operations,  and  gave 
fecurity    both    to    the   public    and 

the 
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the  creditors.  That  while  the 
enemy  were  beginning  to  adopt  a 
mode  which  they  law  pioved  To 
highly  advantageous  to  us,  the 
miniiters  of  Great  Britain  were 
endeavouring  to  turn  parliament 
into  a  court  of  regillry,  which  was 
to  have  no  other  concern  with  tax- 
es and  loans  than  to  give  a  fort 
of  official  fanftion  to  whatever  bar- 
gains the  minirter  thought  proper 
to  make.  Such  a  conduft  would 
fink  the  credit  of  parliament,  and 
confequently  that  of  the  nation,  to 
nothing. 

On  the  other  fide.  Lord  North 
contended,    that  he  by  no  means 
confidered  his  reputation  as  a  mi- 
jiifter  to  be  ftaked  in  the  prefent 
tranfaftion.      He    had    made    the 
beft  bargain  he  could  for  the  pub- 
lic ;  but  if  the  houfe  did  not  ap- 
prove of  it,  it  would  not  be  bind- 
ing   either    on    him  or   on  them. 
Though  the  committee  had  agreed 
to  it,  if  the  houfe  did  net  choofe 
to    confirm    their    refolution,     he 
fhould  be  rclcafed  from  the   fub- 
fcribers,  as  the  public  would  from 
the     bargain.       Let     thofe,    who 
thought    tht-mfelves  more  compe- 
tent  to  the  bulinefs  make  .-nother. 
But  even  Aippofing  the  bargain  to 
be  a  bad,  and  he  allowed  it  not  to 
be  a  hard  one;  yet  he  could  not 
bring  himfelf  to  think,    that  any 
redudtion  that  could  be  now  made 
from  the  profits  of  the  fubfcribers, 
(even  fuppoiing  them  to  be  as  high 
as    they    had    been    reprefented), 
could  in  any  degree    bclance   the 
jTiifchief     to     the    public    credit, 
which  fuch  a  meafure  muft  ccca- 
iion  ;  and  the  infuperable  difficul- 
ties which  would  be  thrown   in  the 
way  of  ail  future  loans,  when    it 
was  found   that  the  miniRer   had 
Eot    authority   to    afford   perma- 
t 
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nencc  to  a  bargain,  and  that  the 
lenders  were  liable  to  be  llript  of 
the  benefits  ariiing  from  any  fa- 
vourable chance  of  circumllances, 
the  chance  and  hope  of  which, 
had  been  among  the  principal  in- 
ducements for  parting  with  their 
money.  But  parliament  certainly 
had  a  right  to  judge;  and  if  they 
fhould  think  that  public  credit 
would  neither  AifTer  nor  be  en^ 
dangered  by  lopping  off  the  lot- 
tery, then  undoubtedly,  as  ho- 
nour did  not  Itand  in  their  way, 
they  would  and  ought  to  do  it. 

The  terms  of  the  loan,  he  faid, 
were  perhaps    too    great;    but  it 
was  impoffible  to  pronounce  with 
any  certainty  on   that  head,  from 
the  tranfaftions  vvhi^h  had    taken 
place  at   change.     Every  bargain 
which  had  been  hitherto  made  re- 
fpeding  the  new  loan  was   illegal, 
as   thofe   who  made     them     could 
have   no    certainty  that  they  had 
any    fhare    whatever    in    it;    nor 
could  it  be  known  until  thnt  houfe 
had   confirmed   tlie    refolutions  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means; 
then,   and   not  before,   the  lift  of 
the  fubfcribers,    ar.d   of  their  re- 
fpetlive  Ihares,  woi;id  be  made  out 
and  fent  to  the  bank.     Everybody 
knew  how    eafy   it  was    to   make 
bargains  in  Exchange  Alley;   and 
how   cuftomary  it    was    to   make 
them,   no;  at  any  fair  or  market 
price,  but  at  an  extravagant  pre- 
mium for  fome  finifter  purpofes ; 
thefe   fort  of   bargains  might   be 
made  only  for  fome  fmall   fums, 
and  then  the  point  was  gained  of 
publilhing   that    the    flocks  were 
fold  at  fuch  a  high  pi-emium.    But 
it  was  not  from  fuch  tranfaftions 
that  the  value  of  flock  could  be  af- 
certained;   nor   could  any  tranfac- 
tions  in  the  alley,  until  the  liil  of 
fubfcribers 
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fubfcribers  was  made  out,  and  the 
whole  of  the  loan  was  brought  into 
market,  be  at  all  confidered  as  a 
flandard  by  which  to  eflimate  the 
value  of  the  new  ftock. 

He  denied  that  Mr.  Atkinfon 
could  have  any  fuch  enormous 
fhare  as  had  been  afcribed  to  him 
in  the  new  loan.  He  had  not  in- 
deed looked  into  the  lift;  but  the 
thing  was  incredible  ;  and  he 
would  venture  to  undergo  any  cen- 
fure  the  houfe  fliould  impofe  if  it 
was  found  to  be  a  faft.  Everyone 
knew,  that  it  was  cuftomary  for 
gentlemen  who  wiflied  to  fubfcribe, 
to  afk  for  more  than  they  expedted 
or  even  wifhed,  becaufe  they  knew 
the  minifter  feldom  allowed  them 
near  fo  much  as  they  aflced,  and 
they  endeavoured  thereby  to  pro- 
vide for  his  lopping  off:  on  this 
principle,  Mr.  Atkinfon  might 
probably  have  propofed  a  large 
ium ;  but  ic  was  neither  to  be 
fuppofed  that  ic  was  all  for  him- 
felf,  nor  that  he  was  taken  at  his 
offer;  undoubtedly  if  he  was  pre- 
fent  at  the  arrangement,  he  came 
in  for  his  Ihare,  like  others,  both 
for  himfelf  and  his  friends ;  but 
the  whole  could  not  amount  to  any 
fuch  fum  as  had  been  ilated. 

The  motion  for  the  recommit- 
ment of  the  report  being  at  length 
waved,  the  qucftion  was,  (as  the 
day  before),  confined  to  the  lot- 
tery; whether  that  Ihould  ftand  as 
part  of  the  refolutions.  It  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  upon  a 
divifion,  by  a  majority  of  133 
to  80. 

The  minifter  was,  however,  far 
from  yet  getting  rid  of  this  very 
difagreeable  and  vcx.'.tio'js  bufi- 
nefs:  indeed,  the  worft  of  it  was 
Itill   to   come.      Mr.  Byng,    who 


had  taken  extraordinary  pains  to 
devclope  the  hiftory  of  the  loan, 
and  to  trace  out  all  its  relative 
circumftances,  attacked  it  on  an- 
other ground,  and  moved,  , 
That  a  lift  be  laid  before  ^^^"* 
that  houfe  of  all  the  fubfcribers  to 
the  new  loan,  fpecifying  the  fums 
fubfcribed  by  each.  But  as  this 
motion  alone,  he  faid,  would  be 
infufRcient  for  bringing  out  the 
information  neceflary  to  enable  the 
houfe  to  come  at  the  bottom  of 
this  affair,  he  intended  to  follow 
it  up  with  two  others,  viz.  To  lay 
a  corrcdl  lift  before  them  of  all 
thofe  perfons  who  had  oftered  to 
become  fubfcribers  to  the  new 
loan,  but  whofe  offers  had  been 
rejeded  ;  fpecifying  the  particular 
fums  they  had  offered  to  fubfcribe. 
And,  for  copies  of  all  letters, 
notes,  or  other  papers,  that  had 
been  fenc  to  the  minifter,  his  fe- 
cretaries,  the  commilTioners  of  the 
treafury,  or  any  other  perfons, 
from  whofe  hands  they  were  tranf- 
mitted  to  him,  conveying  an  appli- 
cation or  propofaJs  for  any  part  of 
the  loan. 

His  objefl  in  thefe  motions,  he 
faid,  was  to  convifl  the  minifter 
of  having  made  a  worfe  bargain 
for   the  public  than  he  might  have 

made To  fhew,   that  he  might 

have  borrosved  money  at  five  per 
cent. — That  he  was  offered  the 
immenfe  fum  of  38,000,0001.  and 
confequently  was  under  no  necef- 
fity  of  hurrying  on  a  bad  bargain 
• —  That  thefe  offers  were  made 
by  wealthy  and  refponfible  men, 
who  were  fully  equal  to  the  fup- 
port  of  their  propofitions  — That 
their  propofals  were  rejeCled  with 
contempt;  and,  that  ic  was  evi- 
dent, that  the  new  loan  could  be 

made 
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made  with  no  other  view  than  that 
of  corrupt  influence. 

He  obfei  ved  that  it  highly  be- 
hoved the  houfe  to  vindicate  its 
charafler,  by  fifting  the  affair  to 
the  bottom,  which  could  alone 
remove  thofe  imputations  which 
now  prevailed.  If  jie  failed  in 
his  proofs,  and  in  bringing  home 
hi3  charges,  the  noble  lord  in  the 
blue  ribbon,  would  not  only  gain 
an  honourable  acquittal,  but  a 
complete  triumph.  His  charafter 
would  be  new  blazoned  ;  and  the 
public  finding  that  he  had  been  fo 
flagrantly  wronged  in  the  prefent 
inftance,  would  begin  to  think  he 
had  been  equally  fo  in  many 
others. 

The  minifter,  choofing  to  be 
the  guardian  of  his  own  honour, 
and  of  the  means  of  his  exculpa- 
tion, admitting  that  he  had  no  ob- 
jc<5lion  to  the  iirft  motion,  treated 
the  fecond  as  ufelefs,  and  the  third 
as  unfair  and  improper.  For  how 
could  any  fupprefTions  in  the  lift 
of  fubfcribers  be  detedled,  by  the 
lift  of  thofe  whofe  offers  had  been 
rejedled?  That  as  to  the  third  mo- 
tion, to  endeavour  to  eftablifh  the 
crime  of  partiality  by  calling  for 
the  key  of  his  efcrutore,  in  order 
to  examine  his  private  letters  and 
papers,  was  propofing  a  new  fpe- 
cics  of  inquifition,  and  fuch  as 
could  never  be  countenanced  in 
an  Englifh  Houfe  of  Commons. 

That  neither  the  high  prices  of 
premium,  nor  the  number  of  mem. 
bers  of  parliament  or  their  connec- 
tions who  appeared  on  the  lift, 
were  any  proofs  of  corruption  ; 
for  the  one  arofe  from  an  altera- 
tion of  circumftances,  and  as  to 
the  other,  there  was  no  reafon 
why  the  nation  fhould  be  deprived 


of  the  aid  of  monied  men,  merely 
becaufe  they  happened  to  be  mem- 
bers of  parliament.  That  there- 
fore, the  charges  of  partiality  not 
being  capable  of  proof,  fhould, 
and  could  only  be  anfwered  by  fo- 
lemn  affurances,  that  no  improper 
management  had  been  ufed  in  the 
diftribution,  and  that  the  terms 
were  the  beft  that  coulu  be  ob- 
tained. And  thefe  he  gave  in  the 
ampleft  manner. 

Such  were  the  topics  employed 
on  each  fide.  The  lirft  motion  be- 
ing then  agreed  to,  the  fecond  was 
rejcfted  upon  a  divifion;  and  the 
third  negatived  without. 

Sir  Philip  Jennings  Gierke  had 
not  yet  given  up  the  idea,  not- 
withftanding  the  repeated  failure 
of  his  defign,  of  excluding  con- 
tractors (exci^pt  under  certain  mo- 
difications) from  fitting  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  He  accord- 
ingly brought  in   a  bill  for    that 

purpofe,  which,  upon    n/r      i        n 
fk  .•         c        •.      March  2ift. 

the    motion    for     its 

commitment,  brought  out  confi- 
derable  debate,  being  fupported 
and  oppofed  upon  the  fame 
grounds  which  we  have  heretofore 
more  than  once  ftated.  The  mo- 
tion of  commitment  was  rejefted, 
upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of 
120,  to  100;  and  the  bill  was, 
by  a  fubfequent  refolution,  laid 
by  for  fix  months. 

Mr.  Crewe's  bill,  for  refiraining 
revenue  oflicers  from  voting  on 
the  eleftion  of  members  of  parlia- 
ment, met,  on  the  fame  day, 
with  a  fimilar  fate  ;  the  motion  for 
its  fecond  reading  being  overruled 
on  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  133 
to  86. 

The  Duke  of  Bolton  having 
moved  for  a  number  of  papers  e?,r- 
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ly  in  the  fefllon,  relative  to  the 
lofs  of  the  great  E:ift  and  Weft 
India  convoy  which  had  been  cap- 
tured by  the  combined  fleet:  in  the 
preceding  month  of  Augult,  they 
had  accordingly  been  laid  before 
the  lords  ;  and  on  the  15th  of 
February  he  took  the  bufinefs  up 
by  a  motion.  That  that  houfe 
would,  on  the  Monday  fe'nnight, 
enquire  into  the  conduct  of  the 
navv,  and  rhe  caufe  of  the  lofs  of 
that  valuable  convoy,  of  ftore 
Ihips,  viduallers,  and  merchant 
fhips. 

The  debate  on  this  motion 
brought  cut  no  fmall  Ihare,  of 
the  now  ufual  and  frequent  feve- 
rity  of  cenfure  on  the  ill  conduft 
and  government  of  the  navy,  and 
the  rainous  ignorance  and  incapa- 
city of  that  board  which  prefided 
in  its  direction.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  condu£t  of  the  admiralty 
was  defended  by  the  firft  lord  in 
his  ufual  manner,  and  the  motion 
oppofed  on  the  old  principle,  .fo 
often  urged  and  reprobated,  of 
expofirg  the  Hate  and  condition 
©f  the  navy  to  the  enemy.  It  was 
likcwife  oppofed  by  other  court 
lords,  as  being  more  general,  and 
tending  to  carry  the  enquiry  far- 
ther, than  was  to  be  inferred  from 
the  original  motion  for  the  papers. 
A  great  law  lord  combated  it  on 
his  own  peculiar  ground,  as  an 
unjuft  and  unpardonable  anticipa- 
tion of  another  oiore  folemn  en- 
quiry, a  legal  enquiry,  by  a  court 
martial,  into  the  conduft  of  the 
captain,  who  had  the  command  of 
the  Heet  at  the  time  it  was  cap- 
tured. 

Thefe  objeftions  were  combat- 
ed. But  the  marquii  of  Ro'.king- 
ham,    in  a  fpeech,    in  whicn  t.ic 


conduft  of  the  houfe  underwent 
no  lefs  cenfure  than  that  of  the 
admiralty,  recommended  to  his 
friend,  the  noble  duk**,  to  with- 
draw the  motion,  merely  from  the 
hopeleflnefs  of  obtaining  any  re- 
drefs,  or  of  carrying  any  enquiry 
through,  however  neceflTary,  or 
reafonably  and  jufily  demanded 
by  the  public.  That  fide  of  the 
houfe,  he  faid,  had  continued  to 
predidt  confcquences,  and  to  hold 
out  preventive  remedies,  until  the 
time  v/as  at  length  arrived,  %vhen 
all  their  furthsr  exertions  would 
not  only  be  inefteftual  in  the 
event,  but  vain  and  idle  in  the 
defign.  They  would  not  be  a- 
greeJ  to  in  the  firlt  inftance;  and 
if  they  were,  he  expetted  but  lit- 
tle benefit  now  from  them.  He 
feared  the  nation  was  ruined  be- 
yond redemption  ;  and  under  that 
opinion  Ihould  give  himfelf  no 
farther  unprofitable  trouble. — The 
Duke  of  Bolton  accordingly,  af- 
ter a  recapitulation  of  meafures 
which  he  afcribed  to  ignorance, 
incapacity,  and  abfurdity,  of  in- 
llruftions,  which,  he  faid.  exhi- 
bited nothing  but  a  fuccefTion  of 
blunders,  millakes  and  contradic- 
tions, and  which  councils  of  v/ar 
had  been  in  vain  lield  to  interpret, 
and,  in  fine,  fuch  a  mixture  ot 
folly  and  confidence,  as  had  ne- 
ver been  exhibited  in  any  naval 
adminiilration  in  this  country 
fince  the  foundation  of  the  mo- 
narchy, at  length  withdrew  his 
motion  ;  hoping,  however,  that 
the  time  would  fliortly  arrit/e, 
when  not  a  partial,  but  a  full  en- 
quiry would  be  made  into  tlie  con- 
duct of  the  navy. 

The  loan    bill,    after  bringing 
out  continual  execration  in  all  its 

Itages 
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ftages  through  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, was  carried  through  to  a 
third  reading,  with  extraordinary 
difpatch,  and  an  omilfion  of  fome 
of  the  cuftomary  forms  in   that  of 

«,  ,  ,,  the  Lords.  In  that 
March  2 1  It.     «   . 

uate,  It  was  encoun- 
tered with  no  fmall  acumen  by 
the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  ; 
who,  after  only  flightly  touching 
upon  the  irregular  manner  in 
which  it  had  been  hurried  through, 
without  being  committed,  and 
every  neceflary  form  being  dif- 
penfed  with,  contrary,  he  faid,  to 
all  precedent,  and  rule  of  parlia- 
mentary proceeding,  direded  his 
objeftions  immediately  againft  the 
fubrtance  of  the  bill. 

He  Hated  feveral  eftimates  and 
calculations  to  fhevv,  that  the  fub- 
fcribers  received  a  premium  of 
about  ten  per  cent,  for  the  loan 
of  their  money  ;  fo  that  the  pub- 
lic were  to  pay  i,zoo,oool.  for 
borrowing  12,000,000  1.  and  that 
at  the  extravagant  and  ufurious 
interell  of  five  and  a  half  per  cent. 
He  did  not  doubt,  he  faid,  but 
the  meafure  originated  in  ne- 
ceffity  J  that  is,  in  minillerial  ne- 
ceflity  ;  for  notwiihftanding  the 
numerous  places,  penfions,  con- 
trads,  and  every  other  fpccies  of 
emolument  in  the  difpofai  of  the 
miniller  ;  notwithftanding  that  lalt 
refource  of  a  weak  and  unpopu- 
lar adminiflratlon,  the  lavifli  hand 
with  which  honours  were  confer- 
red, upon  all  iizes  and  defcrip- 
tions  of  perfns,  fuch  were  the 
meafures  of  government,  that  the 
minifter  found  himfelf  compelled 
to  refort  to  this  fhameful  wade  of 
public  money,  in  order  to  fix  and 
attach  the  wavering  and  hefitating 
minds  of  his  abettors.     Thus,  by 


the  reduftion  in  the  value  of  (lock, 
(which,  as  the  effeft  of  their  mea- 
fures, was  to  be  attributed  to  the 
miniilers)  and  by  the  imprudence 
of  the  prefent  bargain,  21  millions 
are  added  to  the  capital  of  the 
national  debt  for  the  loan  of 
twelve  ;  five  and  a  half  per  cent, 
perpetual  annuity  is  given  ;  and 
new  taxes  to  the  amount  of 
650,0001.  a  year,  are  to  be  levied 
upon  the  people. 

After  dwelling  for  fome  time 
on  the  topics  which  had  been  fo 
largely  treated  in  the  other  houfe, 
he  proceeded  to  Ihew  the  terms 
upon  which  money  had  been 
raifed  during  the  late  war,  when 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  prefided  at 
the  head  of  the  treafury.  The 
profits  on  the  omnium  of  the  loan 
of  2  millions  in  the  year  1758,  he 
ftated  from  authentic  documents, 
to  be  only  one  and  a  quarter  per 
cent,  in  1759,  upon  4  millions  one 
half  percent,  difcount;  in  1760, 
one  and  a  half  profit  upon  8  mil- 
lions ;  and  in  the  foUo'A-ing  year, 
only  three  quarters  per  cent,  al- 
though 12  millions  were  raifed. 

It  was  not,  he  faid,  until  1763, 
the  firll  year  of  Lord  Bute's  ad- 
minillration,  that  the  minifter 
ever  thought  of  extending  his  in- 
fluence, by  plundering  the  nation 
in  the  m.idft  of  thcfe  diftrefTes 
which  are  the  inevitable  conco- 
mitants of  a  llate  of  war.  This 
abominable  fyltem  was  adopted  by 
an  adminiflration,  in  which  a  fe- 
cret  overruling  influence  was  in- 
troduced, the  fatal  confequences 
of  which,  he  feared,  would  only 
terminate  with  the  overthrow  of 
our  conflitution,  if  not  the  total 
deftrudHon  of  the  nation  itfelf. 
That  fortunate  and  wife  admi- 
Qlllraticn, 
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niHratlon,  which  he  had  firlt  men- 
tioned, wanted  no  aid  or  fupport 
from  corrupt  or  fecret  influence  ; 
tiiev  were  equally  fuperior  to  bri- 
bery on  the  one  hand,  and  to  the 
crooked  machinations  of  fecret  in- 
trigues on  the  other.  The  in- 
fluence of  that  day  arofe  from  a 
very  different  fource;  from  a  well- 
founded  confidence  in  the  wifdom 
of  their  meafures  ;  from  a  well- 
earned  popularity  ;  from  their  fpi- 
rited  and  vigorous  plans,  moll 
happily  and  fuccefsfully  executed  ; 
from  an  able  and  faithful  dilburfe- 
ment  of  the  public  money  com- 
mitted to  their  care  and  manage- 
ment ;  and,  on  the  whole,  relling 
upon  the  only  true  bafis,  on  which 
national  prolpcrity  and  fuccefs  can 
ever  be  fafely  eltablilhed,  a  firm 
and  fixed  attachment  to  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  a  determination  to 
preferve  every  fecurity  and  blefling 
we  derive  from  it. 

He  concluded  with  contending, 
that  the  minilter  had  broken  his 
faith  with  parliament  and  the 
nation  ;  that  though  he  fhould 
not  put  a  negative  on  the  bill,  he 
deemed  himfelf  called  upon,  as 
an  aft  of  duty,  to  tellify  his  total 
difapprobation  of  a  loan,  which, 
in  a  time  of  fach  public  calamity 
as  the  prefent,  when  the  utmoll 
oeconomy  was,  more  particularly 
than  at  any  other,  become  abfo- 
lutely  necefTary,  wantonly  and 
corruptly  lavifhsd  about  a  million 
fterling  ;  and  that,  in  his  appre- 
henfion,  merely  for  the  purpofe 
of  influencing  or  bribing  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people  in  par- 
liament, to  give  their  countenance 
and  fupport  to  the  continuance  of 
a  moll  v.'icked,  impolitic,  and  ruin- 
ous war. 

The  lords  in  aJnnaillratlon  did 


not  make  the  fmalleil  reply  to  the 
marcjuis  ;  and  the  bill  being  read 
a  third  time  pa/led. 

It,  bovvevLT,  brought  out  a  pro- 
telt  figned  by  eight  lordf,  of  whom 
was  the  bifliop  of  St.  Afaph;  and 
which  includes  many  feverities,  but 
generally  upon  the  fame  ground 
that  had  been  gone  over  by  the 
marquis. 

We  have  fome  time  ago  feea 
that  a  feledl  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  into  the  affairs 
of  India.  This  committee  had  al- 
ready preft-nted  a  long  report  rela- 
tive to  affairs  and  tranfaftions  in 
the  eaft,  and  was  IHII  in  the  courfe 
of  its  enquiries,  when  an  account 
was  received  of  the  unfortunate 
war  in  the  Caraatic,  and  of  the 
dreadful  ravages  made  by  Hyder 
Ally.  This  intelli-  ... 
gence  being  commu-  ^P"'  ^oth. 
nicated  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
by  the  minilter,  he  moved  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  of 
fecrecy,  to  enquire  into  the  caufes 
of  the  war  now  fubfilling  in  the 
Carnatic  ;  and  of  the  prel'ent  con- 
dition of  the  Briiiili  pofleffions  in 
thofe  parts ;  and  to  report  the 
fame,  with,  their  obfervations 
thereon.  Although  the  acknow- 
ledged, on  all  fiucs,  bad  conduifc 
of  affairs  in  India,  had  rendered 
enquiries  on  that  fubjedl  general- 
ly grateful,  yet  the  propolal  of  a 
fecret  commutee  was  greatly  dif- 
liked  and  much  objcfted  to  by  the 
oppohtion. 

They  faid,  if  the  enquirv  was 
ferioufly  gone  into,  and  fairly, 
openly,  and  impartially  conducted, 
without  being  converted  into  a 
job,  and  rendered  the  mere  engine 
of  party  and  niinillerial  views,  as 
had  been  the  cale  of  former  en- 
quirieSj  nethi;ig  could  meet  their 
approbation 
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approbation  more  fully,  as  nothing 
could   be  more   highly  uffful  and 
necefl'ary.     But  if  thefe,  and  thefe 
only,   were  the  fiiir  and  laudable 
objsAs  in  view,  why  carry  on   the 
bufinefs  in  the  dark  ?    Why   refer 
it  to  a  fecret  committee?  No  body 
was  now   to    learn,   that    notwith- 
ftanding  the  name  and  form  of  a 
ballot,    the  members  of  it  would 
be  virtually  appointed   by  the  mi- 
rilter.     The   nation   had    already 
facrificed  too  fatally,   both  in   the 
Eaft  and  in   the  Weft,  to  jcbs,  to 
patronage,   to  partial  proceedings, 
and  to  interelled  views.     Bv  thefe 
the  empire  had  been  convulfed  in 
e11   its    parts,    and  reduced   to  its 
prefent  fallen    ftate.      It   was   the 
glory  of  our  conlHtution,  that  our 
courts   of  juftice  were  open   to  all 
the    world,     and    all   our  judicial 
proceedings   publicly  carried    on. 
It  was  this,    and   not  merely  our 
laws,  that  afforded  fo  high  a  re- 
putation to  the   adnriiniltration  of 
juftice  in  this  country,  and  fo  de- 
cifive    a    fuperiority  over  that  of 
others.     Bcfides,  the  members  of 
a    feleft    but     open     committee, 
would  receive   great    aid,  in  exa- 
mining fo  vail  a   mafs  of  paper?, 
and  enquiring  into  fuch  a  multi- 
tude of  faft?,   from    the  occafional 
afliilance      cf    other     gentlemen, 
many  of  whom   would   be   led    to 
attend  from  their  great  knowledge 
in    the    affairs    of    that    country. 
Nor  was  it  by    any  means  to  be 
forgot  ten  I  that  however  fairly  the 
bulinefs   was    conducted,    a  fecret 
committee  would  be  liable  to  much 
public   doubt   and    fufpicion.      It 
was  always  the   nature  of  fecrecy 
to  infpire  fufpicion. 

They  dffiftd  the  minifter  to 
confider,  that  the  Eaft  was  nov/, 
alxnoft,  our  laft  ftake;  that  it  was 


our  principal  remaining  fource  of 
wealth  and  power.  That  the 
evils  and  dangers  there  had  mul- 
tiplied and  rifen  to  a  moft  alarm- 
ing height.  That  the  lives  and 
fortunes  of  many  individuals,  and 
the  prefervation  of  that  great 
fource  of  wealth  and  power,  were 
all  ftaked  on  the  propofed  enquiry. 
He  was  therefore  requefted,  if  he 
did  not  intend  it  merely  as  a 
mockery  of  juftice,  only  to  lay 
the  clamour  of  the  prefent  mo- 
ment, that  he  would,  from  a  re- 
gard to  public  opinion,  to  the 
moft  effential  interefts  of  his  coun- 
try, nnd  to  juftice  itfelf,  inftitute 
a  committee  of  feledion  inftead  of 
fecrecy.  What  advantages  might 
not  then  be  expe(5ted  from  the  la- 
bours of  a  committee,  which  was 
aided  by  all  the  ability,  informa- 
tion, and  induftry  in  that  houfe  ? 
They  befides  wilhed  that  he  would 
extend  the  objefts  of  enquiry  much 
farther ;  fo  as  to  take  in  the  whole 
affairs,  and  the  government  of 
India,  as  well  as  thofe  matters 
which  related  only  to  the  Car- 
natic. 

The  minifter  declared,  that  the 
enquiry  was  meant  to  be  ferioufly 
entered  into,  and  that  he  had  not 
the  moft  diftant  intention  of  its 
being  in  any  degree  partial.  He 
confidered  the  fubjetl  as  extremely 
weighty  and  important,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  be  enquired  into 
fairly,  ferioufly,  and  difpaflion- 
ately.  He  only  preferred  a  fecret 
committee,  from  the  m.uch  greater 
difpatch  with  which  they  tranfaft- 
ed  bufinefs  than  any  other.  The 
objects  of  enquiry  were  likewife  of 
a  nature  which  required  fecrecy 
in  the  committee.  The  fame  mo- 
tive of  difpatch,  which  was  now 
fo  necefl'ary,  rendered  him  averfe 

to 
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tt)  multiplying  the  objefts  of  en- 
quiry ;  as  that  muft  retard  its 
pro{>refs.  He  therefore  wifhed  to 
confine  it  to  the  Carnatic  only,  as 
the  immediate  fcene  of  danger,  and 
affording  caufe  for  the  prefent  ap- 
prehcnfion  and  clamour.  The  af- 
fairs of  Bengal  were  undoubtedly 
of  the  grcatelt  confideration  and 
importance ;  but  they  were  not  (o 
immediately  urgent. 

The  gentlemen  on  the  other 
fide,  it  was  faid,  had  totally  mif- 
taken  the  objedl  of  the  enquiry  j 
for  it  was  not  a  judicial  one.  It 
was  not  intended  that  the  com- 
mittee fhould  decide  on  the  con- 
duct of  any  man,  much  lefs  pro- 
ceed to  punifhment:  their  bufinefs 
would  be  fimply  to  report  fafls, 
without  giving  any  opinion  upon 
them  :  and  if  thofe  fadts  fhould 
appear  to  the  houfe  as  grounds  of 
accufation  againft  any  individual, 
he  would  then  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  defending  himfelf,  and  the 
proceeding's  againft  him  mufl  be 
public.  What  had  been  faid  about 
proceedings  in  the  dark  was  there- 
fore unfounded.  The  proceedings 
of  the  committee  mufl  all  come  out 
in  the  end,  if  the  houfe  fhould 
think  it  neceflary  to  call  for  their 
minutes  ;  a  circnmllance  which  re- 
moved all  the  objecfuons  made  to 
a  fuppofed  fecrecy. 

Thefe  reafbns  did  not  at  all 
fatisfy  the  oppofition.  The  com- 
mittee, it  had  been  faid,  was  only 
to  report  fadts  ;  but  Lhefe  fads 
were  caufes  ;  the  motion  faid  that 
the  caufes  of  the  v/ar  in  the  Car- 
natic were  to  be  enquired  into  ; 
it  would  not  be  found  eafy  to  Hate 
fadls  cf  that  kind  without  gi^-lng 
an  opinion  along  with  them.  But 
the  very  motion  itfelf  put  the 
matter  entirely  out  of  the  quellion  ; 
Vol.  XXIV. 


for  the  committee  were  not  only 
defired  to  enquire  into  the  caufes 
of  the  prefent  war,  but  they  were 
fpecially  diredled  to  report  their 
obfcrvations  upon  it.  They  con- 
cluded, that  it  appeared  evidently 
upon  the  whole  face  of  the  matter, 
that  the  enquiry,  like  all  others 
inflituted  of  late  years  by  mini- 
flers,  was  intended  only  to  deceive 
the  nation  ;  and  would  be  found, 
in  the  event,  a  mere  mockery  of 
juflice,  with  the  additional  evil, 
of  being  rendered  an  engine  for 
anfwering  the  mofl:  pernicious  and 
unconflitutional  miniflerial  pur- 
pofes.  Such  would  ever  be  the 
nature  and  the  end  of  enquiries 
conduced  with  fecrecy.  The 
houfe  were  therefore  earnellly 
called  upon,  to  confider  the  vafl 
importance  and  magnitude  of  the 
fubjedl  ;  that  we  were  in  the  very 
lait  crifis  of  our  fate,  and  that  the 
exiflence  of  our  commerce  and 
poflefiions  in  the  Eail,  mufl  de- 
pend upon  the  fpirit  and  policy 
of  the  meafures  which  were  now 
to  be  purfued  ;  and  that,  cifdain- 
ing  all  party  views  and  minillerial 
purpofes,  they  would  appoint  aa 
open  fcledl  committee,  as  the  only 
means  by  which  fubflantial  juftice 
could  be  obtained,  and  by  which 
the  affairs  cf  this  country  in  Indi;j 
could,  in  any  degree,  be  rellorecf 
to  their  former  flate. 

Mr.  Fox  accordingly  moved,  as 
an  amendment  of  the  miniRer's 
motion,  that  the  words  "  of  fecre- 
"  cy"  Ihould  be  omitted  ;  in  which 
he  was  fcconded  by  Mr.  Burke. 
The  queflion  being  put  upon  this 
amendment,  it  was  rejedled  upon 
a  divifion,  by  a  majorriy  of  13^ 
to  80.  The  original  motion  wa« 
then  carried. 

The  event  of  the  ballot  was  jud 
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as  it  had  been  foretold  by  the  op- 
pofition.    Of  fifteen  members,  who 
compofed  the  fccret  committee,  a 
majority  of  at  leaft  four   to  one, 
were  of  the  miniHer's  particular 
friends,  and  moft  of  them  in  high 
office.     This  occaiioned  no  fmall 
dilTatisfadlion   and    complaint    on 
the  other  fide  ;  and  fuch   remarks 
were  made  on   the   nature  of  the 
committee,    and  fuch    ill-boding 
^rognollications  of  its  conduft,  as 
brought  out  no  fmall  warmth  of 
jepjy  from  fome  of  the  new  mem- 
bers.    The  fecret  committee,  be- 
fides  being  endued  with  the  ufual 
powers  of  demanding  papers  and 
examining,  witnefies,  were  autho- 
rized to  fit  in"  the  India  Houfe ;  to 
adjourn    from  time   to  time,  and 
from  place  to  place,  as  it  fuited 
their  convenience  ;   and    to  meet 
and  purfue  their  enquiries  during 
the  recefs  of  parliament. 

The  delegates  which   had  been 
appointed  by  feveral  of  the  aflb- 
ciated  counties,  in  order  to  give 
fupport  and  efficacy  to  the  fubjeft 
of  their  former  petitions  to  parlia- 
ment, met  in  London  to  the  num- 
ber of  between   thirty  and   forty. 
They   had    themfelves,    as   afting 
for  their  ccnltituents,   prepared  a 
petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
in  which    the    fubflancc  of   thofe 
already  prefented   being  compref- 
fed  wi'hin    a   narrower   coropafs, 
the    matters    of    grievance    com- 
plained of,    and   the  redrefs   pro- 
pofed,  were  brought  forward  into 
one  clear  point  of  view.     But  as 
many      perfons,     otherwife     fully 
coinciding    with    their    opinions, 
were    exceedingly  jealous    of    the 
meafure  of  appointing  delegates, 
and  fo  far   from    hearing    or    re- 
ceiving   any    thing    from     them, 
would  not  acknowledge  the  poli- 


tical exiftcnce  of  any  fuch  body, 
upon  that  account,  and  in  order 
to  obviate  the  difficulties  which 
would  have  been  thrown  in  the 
way  upon  the  fame  ground  by 
their  declared  oppofers,  they  fub- 
fciibcd  the  petition  merely  as  in- 
dividual freeholders,  without  any 
aflumption  or  avowal  of  their  de- 
legated powers  or  character,  al- 
though they  were  matters  know* 
to  every  one. 

The  petition  was  prefented  by 
Mr.  Duncombe,  one  of  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  county  of  York, 
and  continued  upon  the  table  for 
fome  weeks,  until  the  recovery  of 
that  gentleman's  colleague.  Sir 
George  Savile,  who  was 
ceed  with  the  bufinefs.  -^^  «  i 
Sir  George  introduced  ^ 

his  motion  for  referring  the  pe- 
tition (after  the  firft  reading)  to  a 
committee,  wvth  a  fpeech  of  very 
confiderable  length,  in  which, 
with  his  ufual  accuracy  and  com- 
prehenfioti,  he  ftated  the  caufes, 
progrefs,  and  hiftory  of  petitions 
without  doors,  with  the  reception 
they  met,  and  the  effedl  which 
they  produced  within;  particularly 
reciting  the  refolutions  of  the  lail 
parliament  on  the  6th  of  April, 
which  afforded  (o  clear  a  fanftion 
to  the  complaints  of  tlie  people, 
and  by  which  that  houfe  was 
pledged  to  a  fpeedy  redrefs  of  their 
grievances. 

The  motion  of  commitment 
meeting  with  a  Itrong  and  deter- 
mined oppofition,  ar.d  being  no 
li'fs  vigcrouily  and  ab!y  fupported, 
all  the  arguments  pro  and  con, 
that  had  hitherto  been  ufed  upon 
the  fubjeft  of  petitions,  grievances 
and  redrefs,  with  all  thofe  that 
couid  now  be  thought  of,  were 
rtpsatcd  cr  brought  forward;  the 

whole 
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whole  being  blended  with  new 
matter,  relative  to  the  powers  af- 
fumed  by  the  delegates";  which, 
though  not  properly  within  the 
line  of  debate,  as  they  did  not 
appear  in  that  capacity  with  re- 
fpeCt  to  the  petition,  was,  however, 
continually  prefTed  into  notice  by 
thofe  who  oppofed  the  motion. 
The  debates  were  long,  and  ex- 
ceedingly interefting;  feveral  con- 
ftituticnal  points,  with  refpect  to 
the  interference  of  the  people,  and 
>he  powers  of  government,  were 
ably  and  fully  difcufied. 

The  motion  for  committing  the 
petition  was  overruled  upon  a  divi- 
fion,  by  a  majority  of  212  to  135. 
1^  ,  Mr.  Burke's  motion 

^  '^  '  for  an  enquiry  into  the 
condufl  obferved  on  the  late  cap- 
ture of  the  ifland  of  St.  Eufta- 
tius,  particularly  with  refpefl  to 
the  feizure  and  confifcation  of 
private  property,  as  well  as  to 
many  other  outrages  ftated  to  have 
been  committed  there,  brought 
out  a  long  and  moft  important 
debate,  fcarcely  lefs  interelHng  to 
mankind  in  general,  than  to  this 
ration  and  empire  in  particular. 
The  motion  went  to  an  addrefs  to 
his  majerty,  for  copies  of  all  pro- 
clamations, memorials,  orders, 
and  infti  uftion<:.  from,  to,  or  by 
the  commanders  by  fea  and  land, 
and  of  all  official  correfpondence 
from  or  to  any  of  his  majefty's 
minifters,  relative  to  the  difpo- 
fition  of  the  property  belonging 
to  the  States  General  and  to  indi- 
viduals, inhabiting  or  interelted, 
in  the  places  or  territories  taken 
from  the  faid  States  General  in  the 
Welt  Indies. 

A?  the  abfeqce  of  the  com- 
manders who  were  fo  deeply  con- 
cerned in  the  fubjei^  of*  the-  en- 


quiry, was  made  the  principal 
ground  for  oppofing  the  motion, 
by  adminillration,  and  as  the  bu- 
finefs  was  again  brought  forward, 
with  additional  information  and 
evidence  by  the  fame  gentleman 
in  the  enfuing  feffion,  to  which 
the  account  of  this  interefting  dif- 
culfion  more  properly  appertains, 
it  is  the  lefs  neceffary  for  us  to 
enter  into  the  matter  of  the  pre- 
fent  debate.  It  is  perhaps  needlefs 
to  obferve,  that  the  knowledge  of 
antient  and  modern  hiftory,  and 
of  the  laws  of  nations,  difplayed 
by  the  mover,  was  not  inferior  to 
the  philanthropy  (as  well  as  true 
policy)  which  diftated,  or  to  the 
ability  with  which  he  fupportcd 
his  motion. 

The  motion  was  feconded  by 
Mr.  Stanley,  and  well  fupported 
by  Mr.  Fox,  and  other  members 
of  the  oppofition,  who  feemed  to' 
contend  with  the  mover,  in  repre- 
fenting  the  tranfaftions  at  St,  Eu- 
ftatius,  as  the  moft  impolitic,  the 
molt  difgraceful,  and  the  nvoft 
<iangerous,  of  any  that  were  ever 
recorded  in  the  hiftory  of  this 
country.  The  American  Secre- 
tary, and  the  Lord  Advocate  of 
Scotland,  were,  in  point  of  ar- 
gument, the  principal  oppofers  of 
the  motion, 

Thequertion  being  put,  the  mo- 
tion was  reje«^ted,  upon  a  divifiony 
by  a  majority  of  160  to  26. 

The  committee  for  examining 
the  petitions  from  Bengal,  having 
delivered  in  their  report,  a  bill, 
for  new  modelling  the  fupreme 
court  of  judicature  in  Benga},  for 
indemnifying  the  governor  and 
council  for  their  reiiftance  to  the 
decrees  of  the  faid  court,  and  for 
direding  in  future  the  operation 
of  that  jurifdi^ion,  was  brought 


23d. 


ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1781. 


in  by  General  Smith. 
This  bill,  after  fome 
oppofition,  and  modification  in 
its  pafl'age,  was  at  length  carried 
through  both  houfes,  and  received 
the  royal  aflent  by  the  end  of  the 
feffion. 

The  terms  upon  which  the  mi- 
nillcr  had  feme  time  ago  propofed 
a  renewal  of  the  Ealt  India  Com- 
pany's charter,    were  deemed    by 
the  company  fo  highly  injurious  to 
the    rights,    and    fo    exceedingly 
prejudicial  to  the  interefts  of  that 
body,    that   all     negociation    was 
broken    ofF,  and    the  bufinefs  lay 
entirely  dormant  during  the  two 
laft  years.     We  have  feen  in   the 
laft  feffion,  that  the  minifter  car- 
ried a  vote  through  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,    for    giving  the  three 
years  notice  decreed  by  att  of  par- 
liament to  the  company,  previous 
to  the  diflblution  of  their  charter, 
that  the  capital  ftock  or  debt  of 
four  million  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  which  was  owing   to  them 
by  the  public,  fhould  be  fully  dif- 
charged,  according  to  the  power 
of    redemption,    by    the    5th    of 
April,  1783. 

It  was  now  undoubtedly  time 
to  bring  matters  to  fome  conclufion 
with  the  company  ;  and  in  order 
to  quicken  their  motions,  and  to 
Ihew  them  the  folly  and  danger  of 
not  fubmitting  to  fuch  terras  as  he 
was  difpofed  to  grant,  the  minifter 
brought  the  bufinefs  in  fo  terrific 
a  form  into  parliament,  as  feemed 
calculated  to  make  any  conditions 
that  could  almotl  be  propofed  eli- 
gible. Among  the  proportions 
which  he  held  out  for  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, were  the  following — Whe- 
ther it  would  be  proper  for  the 
crown  to  take  the  territorial  pof- 


feflions  and  revenues  entirely  int« 
its  own  hands,  or  to   leave  them 
to  the  management  of  a  company? 
Whether  it  would    be    proper   to 
throw  the   trade  to  India  entirely 
open,  or  to  grant  a  monopoly  of 
it  to  another  company  ?    Or,  if  ic 
ftiould  be  thought  fitting  to  grant 
a  new  charter  to  the  prefent  com- 
pany,   he  propofed  that  it  fliould 
be  only  for    a    fhort  term,  along 
with  fo  vaft  a  participation  to  the 
public    in  their  profits  and   reve- 
nues, that  it  was  fcarcely  poffible, 
in  the  moft  favourable  and  fortu- 
nate circumftances,  they  could  ever 
be  able  to  increafe  their  dividends 
above    their    prefent    ftandard   of 
8  per  cent. — He  farther  propofed, 
that  a  tribunal  fiiould  be  eftablifh- 
ed  here  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  con- 
trouling  and  judging  of  the  ma- 
nagement of  aftairs  in  India,  and 
for  punifhing  fuch  fervants  of  the 
company  as    fhould   be   convifted 
of    having    abufed    their   power  ; 
that  all  difpatches   received  from 
India    by  the  diredlors  fhould  be 
communicated  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  all  difpatches  (hewn  to 
him  before  they    were  fent.      To 
crown  the  whole,  he  made  a  de- 
mand   of    fix    hundred    thoufand 
pounds,    as    a   debt    due    to    the 
public  ;  whic-h  he  founded  on  a  re- 
folution  of  the  commons  in  1773, 
ellabliftiing  a  participation  in  the 
profits  of  the  company,  which  was 
laid,    not    to    be   at  all  included,' 
or  confirmed  by,  the  terms  of  the 
fubfequent  aft  of  parliament,  paf- 
fed    in    that  year  upon  the  fame 
fubjeft. 

The  oppofition  reprobated  the 
mini.ler's  propofitlons,  in  an  unu- 
fual  fti'.e  of  feverity  and  execration. 
They  declared,  that  they  included 
and  intended  the  mcH  flagrant  in- 
juQice, 
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juftice,  and  the  moft  barefaced 
public  robbery,  that  had  ever  been 
ventured  upon,  under  any  confli- 
tution  of  civil  government,  how- 
ever arbitrary.  !t  was  ftill  worfe 
in  a  commercial  (late  than  in  any 
other;  at  once  overthrowing  every 
idea  of  fecurity  in  the  pofTelTion  of 
all  property  whatever,  whether 
founded  on  the  laws  and  the  courfe 
of  juftice,  or  on  confidence  in  the 
public  faith.  And,  thev  infilled, 
that  neither  the  miniiter,  that 
houfe,  nor  the  legiflature  at  large, 
who  were  all  parties  in  the  quef- 
tion,  could  at  all  be  competent, 
under  any  colour  of  jullice,  to  de- 
cide on  the  rights  of  the  company, 
with  refped  to  its  terrirorial  pof- 
felfions  and  revenues.  The  houfe 
were  more  than  once  called  upon, 
to  recolledl  the  danger  attending 
the  violation  of  charters.  Maf- 
fachufett's  Bay  afforded  them  a 
notable  inftance,  the  confequences 
of  which  would  long  be  fek  by 
the  nation.  ^  They  might  alfo 
learn  from  the  American  war, 
that  public  robbery  was  not  only 
difgraceful  but  ruinous  to  a  na- 
tion. 

The  fubjeft  neceflarily  brought 
out,  in  its  long  and  various  pro- 
grefs  through  the  fummer,  moil 
of  thofe  arguments  which  we  have 
heretofore  fecn,  when  thequeftions 
arifing  upon  the  rights  of  the  com- 
pany, the  cl.ims  of  the  public, 
and  the  interference  of  govern- 
ment, have,  upon  feveral  occa- 
iions,  been  fo  fully  and  ably  dif» 
cuflcd. 
.  Nor  was  the  bufinefs  lefs  agi- 
tated in  the  company  itfelf.  Ne- 
gociations  were  opened  between 
the  miniller  and  the  diredlors  ; 
and  various  propofals  made,  and 
conditions  offered,  without   com- 


ing to  any  conclufion.  Courts  of 
proprietors  were  frequently  held  ; 
and  in  one  inllance,  they  over- 
ruled, or  refufed  to  confirm  aa 
agreement  which  had  been  en- 
tered into  by  the  direflors.  In 
general,  the  terms  held  out  by 
adminiftration  were  deemed  fo 
grievous  and  unjuft,  that  it  was 
more  than  once  offered  in  thofe 
courts,  that  it  would  be  better  at 
once  to  difpofe  of  all  their  pro- 
perty at  home  and  abroad  in 
the  bell  manner  they  could,  and 
putting  an  end  to  their  political 
exigence,  flake  their  title  to  it 
on  a  legal  decifion,  than  fubmit 
to  demands  fo  exorbitant  and 
ruinous. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  bad  news 
which  arrived  from  India,  and  the 
doubtful  and  dangerous  ilate  of 
the  company  abroad,  could  not 
but  affeft  the  face  of  affairs  at 
home,  and  operate  confiderably 
upon  the  meafuresand  tranfaftions 
on  both  fides.  The  view  of  ob- 
taining a  large  fum  of  money,  for 
the  renewal  of  their  charter,  from 
the  company,  wa«,  in  the  prefenC 
Hate  of  things,  totally  ciofed. 
The  miniller  was  wearied  by  the 
tedioufn(fs  of  the  bufinefs,  and, 
though  he  carried  every  queftion 
by  a  prodigious  majority,  he  was 
no  lefs  tired  out  by  the  vexatious 
debate  which  it  continually  pro- 
duced; at  the  fame  time  that  he 
was  tcazed  by  the  continual  calls 
and  complaints  of  oppofition,  for 
fuiTering  all  the  bed  part  of  the 
feilion  to  eiapfe,  and  deferring  bu- 
finefs  of  the  firi^  importance,  and 
queftions  of  the  greateil  magni- 
tude, until  mo'il  of  the  indepen- 
dent members  had  retired  to  the 
country,  and  that  the  houfe  was  in 
a  manner  deferted. 

[*iVJ  3  The 
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Juneift.    .    The  miniiter  accord. 
•'  'ngly  brought  in  a  tem- 

porary bill,  allowing  the  com- 
pany, for  a  limited  term,  to  conti- 
nue their  exclurive  trade  to  India; 
to  manage  the  territorial  acquiii- 
tions  and  poflefiions  in  Afia,  and 
to  receive  the  revenues  arifing 
therefrom.  The  future  provifions 
of  this  bill,  though  they  tended 
to  eftablifh  a  very  great  participa- 
tion to  the  public  in  the  revenues 
and  profits  of  the  company,  were 
not  much  controverted  ;  as  the 
fhcrtnefs  of  its  duration  would  af- 
ford an  opportunity  for  fettling 
thofe  matters  upon  a  better  foot- 
ing. But  the  retrofpeclive  efFedl 
of  it,  in  compelling  the  company 
to  pay  the  demand  of  632,000!. 
made  by  the  minifter,  under  a 
claim  of  participation  in  its  pail 
profits,  was  ilrenuoufiy  combated 
by  the  oppofition,  who  reprefent- 
ed  it  as  a  meafure  of  the  utmoft 
violence  and  injuftice.  The  com- 
pany likewife  petitioned,  and 
were  heard  by  counfel  againft  the 
bill.  Chance,  however,  had  near- 
ly effeded,  what  the  exertions  of 
the  oppofition  and  company  were 
totally  unequal  to.  Through  in- 
attention and  bad  attendance,  the 
thinnefs  of  the  houle  probably  in- 
duced the  oppofiticn,  unexpeded- 
ly  to  bring  a  queiiion  for  going 
into  a  committee  on  the  bill  to  a 
divifion  ;  which  was  only  carried 
by  a  majority  of  28  to  2^,  fo  that 
the  bill  was  within  three  of  being 
lolh  It  met  with  fopie  faint  op- 
pofition in  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
where  the  Duke  of  C'handos  de- 
clared, that  he  could  not  confent 
to  a  bringing  a  bill  of  rapine  and 
plund'.'r  in  aid  of  fupply.  We 
fhould  obferve,  that  the  rniniller's 
claitn  of  632,000  1.  upon  the  com- 


pany, had  been  reduced  in  its  paf- 
fage  through  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons to  402,000!.  This  bill  re- 
ceived the  royal  aiTen*,  along  with 
the  Bengal  judicature  bill,  at  the 
clofe  of  the  feflion. 

The  reftridions  of  the  marriage 
aft  of  the  year  1751,  had  not  only 
been  much  complained  of  by  the 
younger  part  of  the  world,  but 
had  drau  ri  the  cenfure  of  fome 
more  ferious,  and  even  well-in- 
formed men,  who  fuppofmg  it  un- 
favourable to  population,  confider- 
ed  it  as  contrary  to  the  policy  of 
all  ftates,  but  particularly  to  that 
of  a  commercial  nation  ;  and  who 
condemned  it  likewlfe  as  being 
arillocraiic  in  its  principle. 

An  inconvenience,  arifing  not 
fo  much  from  any  end  propofed 
by  the  law,  as  from  fome  inci- 
dental circumfiances  of  the  peaalr 
ties  which  were  to  enforce  obe- 
dience to  it,  was  the  caufe  of  its 
being  at  this  time  brought  into 
difcullion.  As  publicity  was  one 
of  the  objedts  aimed  at  in  this 
law,  it  enadU'd,  that  all  marriages 
celfbraled  in  places,  where  banns 
had  not  been  ufuallv  publifhed, 
and  marriages  celebrated,  before 
the  adl,  Ihould  be  confidered  as 
void  ai  imtic.  It  happened,  that 
a  great  number  of  new  chapels 
and  places  of  worfliip  had,  ac- 
cording to  various  exigencies,  been 
erefted  fince  the  palling  of  that 
law  ;  and  while  the  more  oftenfi- 
ble,  and  originally  operative  parts 
cf  the  law  were  well  remembered, 
nobody  thought  of  examining  an 
old  adt  of  parliament,  on  any  idea 
that  it?  penalties  extended  to  fu- 
ture and  ncceflary  contingency. 
Thefe  newly  eredled  chapels, 
being  ufed  for  all  other  religious 
purpofcs,  marriages  were  folem- 
z  nized 
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nized  in  them,  without  any  idea 
of  contravening  the  letter  or  fpi- 
rit  of  the  law,  AH  tliefe  were, 
however,  fhaken.  The  litigious 
induftry  of  a  country  attorney, 
and  difpofition  of  the  officers  of  a 
parifh,  at  length  brought  to  light 
the  full  effeft  of  this  claufe.  It 
was  evidently  ridiculous,  that  the 
validity  of  a  marriage  fhould  de- 
pend upon  the  fkill  of  the  parties 
in  the  antiquities  of  the  place  of 
celebration.  And  as  the  point 
might  become  every  day  more  ob- 
fcure,  and  more  a  fubjedl  of  dif- 
cuflion,  the  evils,  already  feverely 
felt,  threatened  the  nioft  alarming 
and  general  confequences,  in  the 
moft  delicate  and  valuable  of  all 
political  confideratioiis.  Such  is 
the  teft  of  legiflation  1  The  de- 
pendencies of  civil  affairs  are  fo 
nice  and  various,  that  the  contin- 
gent effeds  are  often  of  greater 
moment  than  the  immediate  ones. 
A  liogle  inaccuracy  in  one  law, 
may  fhake  the  frame  of  the  whole 
community.  The  prefent  inltance, 
is  one  among  many,  to  imprefs 
men  in  fuch  matters  with  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  deliberation  and  fore- 
fight. 

The  firll  legal  decifion  upon 
this  new  quellion  of  law,  arofe 
upon  the  calamitous  cafe  of  a 
pauper,  with  a  family  of  eleven 
children,  who  being  denied  a  fct- 
tlement  by  the  parilh,  notwith- 
Handing  an  order  of  the  jultices  in 
his  favour,  the  matter  came  into 
the  court  of  King's  Bench  ;  where 
the  judges,  though  exceedingly 
contrary  to  their  inclinations  and 
feelings,  thought  themfelves  un- 
der a  necelfity  of  adhering  to  the 
letter  of  the  afl. 

This  induced  Lord  Beauchamp 
to  introduce  the   bufinefs  in  the 


Houfe  of  Commons,  and  to  bring 
in  the  heads  of  a  bill  for  affording 
relief  to  the  many  thoufands  who 
were  innocently  involved  in  fo 
grievous  and  calamitous  a  fitua- 
tion.  Such  was  the  concurring 
zeal  of  all  parties,  to  prevent  thofe 
irremediable  mifchiefs  which  were 
likely  to  arife  from  a  knowledge 
of  the  late  decifion,  that  though 
the  fubjeft  was  only  introduced 
on  the  28th  of  May,  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  palTed, 
on  the  7th  of  June. 

The  marriage  a£l  had  in  its 
origin  been  oppofed  with  great 
zeal  by  the  late  Lord  Holland  ; 
and  Mr.  Fox  confidering  the  oppo- 
fition  to  it  as  devolved  by  defcent 
u^on  himfelf,  wifhed  to  extend  the 
provifions  of  Lord  Beauchamp's 
bill  much  farther,  than  merely  the 
relief  intended  with  regard  to  the 
fingle  objcft  in  view. 

This  was  likewife  the  wifh  of 
many  others,  who  difapproved,  ei- 
ther in  the  whole  or  in  part,  of 
the  marriage  aft.  But  it  not  be- 
ing deemed  prudent  to  run  the 
rilque  of  delaying  the  operatioa 
or  preventing  the  effed  of  the 
new  bill,  by  clogging  it  with 
any  matter  which  might  produce 
an  oppofition,  Mr.  Fox,  as  foon 
as  it  was  paiTed,  entered,  with  his 
ufual  ability,  into  a  full  ftate- 
meat  of  the  marriage  aft,  in 
which  he  reprobated  in  the  fever- 
eft  terms  its  principle  and  defign, 
painted,  in  the  Itrongeft  colours, 
the  extreme  impolicy  and  perni- 
cious confequences  of  its  reftric- 
tions,  and  reprefented  the  whole, 
as  being  equally  tyrannical  and 
abfurd.  He  obfcrved,  that  by 
the  newly  difcovered  blot  in  that 
law,  now  confirmed  by  a  legal  de- 
cifion, mo  A  of  the  clergy  in  the 
kingdom 
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kingdom  had  been  ignorantly  guil- 
ty of  felony  by  the  celebration 
of  marriages  in  the  new  chapels  ; 
fo  that  (as  "he  laughably  conti- 
nued) we  might  c.vpcft  to  fee  moll 
of  our  prelates,  either  tranfport- 
ed  to  America,  or  fent  in  their 
lawn  fleeves  to  work  on  board  the 
ballaft  lighters.  He  concluded 
by  moving  lor  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  amending  the  marriage 
z€i  ;  the  amendment  going  to  the 
repeal  of  every  part  of  that  law, 
excepting  what  related  to  the  re- 
giftering  of  marriages. 

The  other  fide  of  the  queilion 
was  taken  up  by  Mr.  Burke,  and 
fupported  with  great  ability.  He 
fet  the  matter  upon  the  conlidera- 
tions  due  to  parents  and  relations, 
as  Mr.  Fox  had  confined  it  to  thofe 
of  the  parties  themfelves.  He 
vrged  and  enforced  all  the  topics 
v/hich  naturally  prefent  them- 
felves in  oppontion  to  clandeftine 
marriages,  con  traded  between 
perfons  unequal  in  rank,  fortune, 
and  every  circumftance,  at  an 
age,  in  which  the  law  does  not 
allow  difcretion  to  perform  any 
other  aft  whatfoever.  He  con- 
tended, that  the  marriage  acl  had 
pretty  juilly  hit  the  medium,  be- 
tween clofe  and  mifchicvous  re- 
flraint,  and  the  former  laxity, 
which  had  been  the  caufe  of  fuch 
diforders  and  fo  many  jull  com- 
plaints. He  faid,  that  the  pe- 
xiod  of  free  agency  in  this  impor- 
tant matter,  being  reduced  to  that 
of  legal  difcretion  in  other  refpcds, 
there  were  no  complaints  on  either 
fide.  If  in  the  purfuit  of  im- 
provement any  incidental  incon- 
veniences had  arifen,  v.'e  ought  not 
for  the  cure  of  it  to  refort  to  the 
original  evil. 

Lord    Beauchamp's  bill  pafTed 


the  Houfo  of  Lords  and  received 

the  royal  afient  ;  but  Mr.  Fox's 
bill  was  lefs  fortunate,  being  loft 
on  the  fecond  reading,  without 
a  divifion  ;  the  latenefs  of  the 
feafon  had,  however,  been  held 
out  as  a  reafon,  for  its  not  then 
being  proper  to  enter  into  the 
confideration  of  a  queftion  of  fuch 
importance. 

The  hope  of  conciliation  in  fome 
manner  or  form  with  America, 
and  confequently  of  withdrawing 
her  from  her  new  connedions, 
was  not  yet  entirely  extind  with 
the  oppofnion  ;  and  under  thisim- 
prehion.  Colonel  Hartley,  on  the 
lalt  day  of  May  but  one,  had 
moved  for  the  bringing  in  a  bill, 
to  veil  the  crown  with  fufficient 
powers  to  treat,  confult,  and  fi- 
nally to  agree,  upon  the  means  of 
reftoring  peace  with  the  provinces 
of  North  America.  The  minifters 
ieemcd  difpofed  to  have  met  the 
queilion  only  with  a  iilcnt  nega- 
tive ;  but  being  rather  forced  into 
a  debate  by  Sir  George  Savile, 
it  afforded  an  opportunity  to  Mr. 
.  Fox  and  Mr.  Burk^',  to  throw  out 
fo  much  keen  cenfurc  and  invec- 
tive upon  the  whole  fubjed  of  the 
American  bufinefs  fiom  the  be- 
ginning, that  a  gentleman  on  the 
court  iide  declaj-ed,  the  motion  was 
at  leaft  entitled  to  one  praife,  that 
of  having  produced  two  ofsthe  moil 
elegant  :ind  powerful  philippics 
againll  adminiilration,  which  had 
ever  been  delivered  in  that  houfe. 
The  motion  was  rcjefted  on  a  di- 
fion,  by  a  majority  of  106  to  72. 

An  account  of  the  battle  of 
Guildford,  in  North  Carolina, 
having  foon  after  appeared  in  the 
Gazette,  together  with  thofe  fub- 
fequent  events,  by  which  it  ap- 
peared  that   the  victorious   army 

had 
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had  notwithftanding  fuffercd  the 
confequences  of  defeat,  in  being 
obliged  to  abandon  the  country, 
with  all  the  objedts  of  their  enter- 
ing it,  and  to  retire  to  the  fea  fuie, 
Mr.  Fox  thought  this  intelligence, 
fo  authenticated,  afforded  a  pro- 
per foundation  for  bringing  the 
bufinefs  again  forward. 

He  accordingly,  on  the  12th  of 
June,  making  the  Gazette  the 
ground  of  his  proceeding,  moved, 
that  the  houfe  Ihould  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee,  to  confider  of 
the  American  war  ;  at  the  fame 
time  giving  notice,  that  he  intend- 
ed to  move  a  refolution  in  the  com- 
mittee,— "  That  his  majelly's  mi- 
'•  nifters  ought  immediately  to 
*'  take  every  poflible  meafure  for 
•*  concluding  peace  with  our  A- 
*'  merican  colonies." 

As  this  motion  occafioned  an 
exertion  of  all  the  ability  on  ei- 
ther fide  of  the  houfe,  it  neceffari- 
ly  brought  out  all  the  arguments 
that  had  yet,  or  that  could  now 
be  offered,  on  the  quei^ions,  of 
the  propriety  of  continuing  the 
American  war,  the  grounds  for 
lioping  or  defpairing  of  fuccefs, 
the  prudence  or  policy  of  feeking 
a  peace  with  America,  the  proba- 
bilities of  obtaining  it,  or  of  de- 
taching them  from  their  allies,  if 
fought,  the  confequences  of  grant- 
ing independence  to  the  colonies, 
which  mud  be  laid  down  as  the 
firft  preliminary  towards  obtain- 
ing fuch  a  peace,  and  whether  the 
crown  was  not  already  endued  with 
fafficient  powers  for  concluding  a 
peace  with  America,  if  ever  the 
necelliiy  of  fuch  a  meafure  fhould 
be  ertablifhed  ?  Both  the  compe- 
tency of  parliament  to  any  inter- 
ference in  the  bufinefs  of  the  exe- 
cutive power,  and  the  propriety. 


if  competent,  of  fuch  interference, 
were  likewife  brought  into  quef- 
tion,  and  fully  difculfed.  Thefe, 
with  other  matters  arifing  from 
the  fubjert,  were  debated  with 
great  ability  till  towards  midnight, 
when  the  motion  was  rejefted  up- 
on a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  172 
to  99. 

The  ufual  vote  of  credit  for  a 
million    being   obtained,    an  end 
was   at   length  put  to   this   long, 
and    exceedingly    tirefome   fellioa 
of  parliament.       In       ,  ,       _  , 
thefpeech  from  the      J"^^  ^^^^• 
throne,   they  were   comforted  for 
the  unufual  length  of  attendance, 
by  the  fatisfaftory  reflediion,    that 
their  time  had  been  employed  in  a 
faithful  difcharge  of  their  duty  to 
their  country,   in   the  prefent  ar- 
duous and  critical  flate  of  public 
aflairs.     An  entire  approbation  of 
their  condud,  and  a  perfed  confi- 
dence in  the  loyalty  and  good  af- 
fc«5lionsof  this  parliament,  was  de- 
clared.      The    zeal    and    ardour 
which  they  had  fhewn  for  the  ho- 
nour of  the  crown  ;   their  firm  and 
fleady  fopport  of  a  good  caufe  ;  and 
the  great  efforts  they  had  made  to 
enable  his  majefty  to  furmount  all 
the    difficulties     of  this  extenfive 
and  complicated  war,  muft,  it  was 
faid,  convince  the  world,  that  the 
ancient  fpirit  of  the  Britifh  natioa 
is  not  abated  or  diminilhed.   That, 
in   the  midft  of  thefe  difficulties, 
they  had    formed   regulations   for 
the    better   management  and   im- 
provement of  the  revenue  ;   they 
had  given  additional  ftrength  and 
liability    to    public    credit  ;    and 
their  deliberations  on    the  affairs 
of  the    Ball   India   company  had 
terminated    in    fuch   meafure*    as 
would,    it   was    trulled,    produce 
great  and  efTcntiaJ  advantages  to 

ihefe 
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t^jcfe  kingdoms.  The  fubjeft  of 
India  affairs  was  again  and  again 
recurred  to  ;  the  benefits  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  territorial  poffef- 
£on5>  and  the  attention  to  be 
paid  to  the  reftraining  of  abufes, 
particularly  noticed  ;  and  it  was 
concluded,  that  tlve  bufinefs  would 
be  refumed  and  completed  at  their 
next  meeting.  The  ufual  decla> 
rations,  pf  wifhing  the  reftoration 
of  the  public  tranquillity,  and  of 
eadeavouring  to  bring  back  the 
deluded  fubjefls  in  America  to  the 
bappinefs   and  liberty   they   for- 


merly enjoyed,  were  now  made. 
But,  though  peace  was  the  earneft 
wi(h  of  his  majefty's  heart,  he  de- 
clared, that  he  had  too  firm  a  re- 
liance on  the  fpirit  and  refources 
of  the  nation,  the  powerful  aflift- 
ance  of  his  parliament,  and  the 
proteftion  of  a  jull  and  ail-power- 
ful providence,  to  accept  it  upon 
any  other  terms  or  conditions,  than 
fuch  as  might  confift  with  the  ho- 
nour and  dignity  of  his  crown,  and 
the  permanent  interell  and  fecurity 
of  his  people. 
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JANUARY. 

December  30,  1780, 

THE  Eifliop  of  Ofnaburgh 
left  Buckingham  Houie,  ac- 
companied by  Colonel  Grenville, 
on  his  way  to  the  Continent.  No- 
thing could  be  more  afFecling  than 
the  parting  between  the  prince  and 
the  reft  of  the  royal  family.  Their 
majefties  both  wept  feverely  :  and 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  in  particular, 
was  fo  much  afFeded  with  the  mif- 
fortune  of  being  deprived,  for  fo 
long  a  period,  of  the  fole  compa- 
nion of  his  youth,  that  he  flood 
in  a  ftate  of  entire  infenfibility, 
totally  unable  to  fpeak,  or  to  ex- 
prefs  the  concern  he  felt  fo 
Itrongly. 

Jan.  I,  1781.  His  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  Prir.ce  oF  Wales  was  de- 
clared of  age,  and  appeared  at 
court  in  his  new  charader, 

India  Houfe,  By  a  report  of  the 
committee  of  proprietors,  appoint- 
ed to  examine  the  Eaft-lndia  com- 
pany's accounts,  the  balance  in 
favour  of  the  company,  on  Wed- 
nefday  the  20lh  ult.  appeared  to 
be  13,4.58,8771.  including  the 
value  of  the  Eaft-Tndia  Houfe  and 
warchouCes,  as  eftimatcd  by  the 
company's  furvwyor  in  J:-.auary 
lall. 

Rome,   Jan.   i^.     In    a   confiftory 
Vol.  XXIV. 


held  the  14th  inlt.  the  three  new 
cardinals,  Mancinforte,  Anta- 
mori,  and  Altieri,  received  the 
hat  from  the  hands  of  the  Sove- 
reign PontiiF.  Cardinal  Pamphili 
died  the  4th  inftant  at  Verona. 
Cardinal  de  Simone  died  the  i6th, 
at  his  feat  at  Terni ;  and  the  {avaz 
day  died  at  Rome,  Cardir.al  de 
Boxadors,  formerly  General  of  the 
order  of  St.  Dominic.  There  are 
at  prefent  eight  hats  vacant,  be- 
fides  three  that  the  Pope  had  re- 
ferved  in  petto,  two  in  the  con- 
fiftory  of  June  23,  1777,  and  one 
in  that  of  July  i3,  1779. 

A  fire  broke  out  at  the  Temple- 
hall  ale -houfe,  in  Shire -lane. 
Temple-bar,  which  confumed  the 
fame,  with  the  two  houles  oh  each 
fide  adjoining,  befides  damaging 
two  or  three  other?.  Two  men,  a 
woman,  and  a  child,  peri.fhed  in 
the  iiames. 

A  gentleman  was  taken 
into  curtody'for  treafonable 
praJlices,  named  Henry  Francis 
de  la  Motte,  which  he  bore  with 
the  title  of  baron  annexed  to  it. 
He  has  refided  in  Bond-llreet,  at 
a  Mr.  Otley's,  a  woollen-draper, 
for  fome  time. 

When  he  was  going  up  ftairs  at 
the  iecretary  of  lUte's-otfice  in 
Cleveland-row,  he  dropped  (e\c- 
r.il  papers  on  the  Itair-caie,  which 

[Z]  weic 
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were  immediately  difcovered  by  the  prehended  and  brought  to  London, 
mt'ircngers,  and  carried  in  with  and  who  is  faid  to  be  the  perfon 
i\im  to  Lord  Hililhorough.  After  from  whom  Lutterloh  derived  all 
his  examination  he  was  committed  a  his  information  refpefting  the  ftate 
clofe  prifoner  for  high  treafon  to  the  of  our  marine  and  dock-yards. 
Tower.  Ryder   the   laft    war    performed 

The  papers  taken  from  him  are  fignal  fervices  to  his  country,  by 
reported  to  be  of  the  higheil  im-  his  extenfive  knowledge  of  the 
portance.  Among  them  are  par-  foundings  on  the  enemy's  coaft  ; 
ticular  lifts  of  every  Ihip  of  force  and  for  his  aftive  exertions  he  was 
in  any  of  our  yards  and  docks,  the  rewarded  with  a  penfion  of  200  1. 
complemer.t  of  men  they  have  on  a-year,  which  has  been  regularly 
board  at  the  time  of  their  failing,  paid  him  ever  fince.  At  the  fame 
with  remarks  of  their  being  well  time  he  has  been  employed  in  the 
manned,  when  fliort  of  the  regu-  office  at  Plymouth  ;  and  by  being 
lated  number,  &c.  He  has  even  fo  capable  of  giving  affiftance  to 
gone  fo  far  as  to  farni{h  the  moft  the  admiralty,  he  has  been  em- 
accurate  lifts  of  the  feamen  in  the  ployed  by  them  in  contriving  fig- 
difFerent  hofpitals  ac  Portfmouth  nals ;  and  it  has  been  through  his 
and  Plymouth.  means   that    the  enemy   has    been 

In    confequenee    of    the    above    furnilhed  fo  exactly  with  our  fig- 
papers   being   found,    Henry  Lut-    nals. 
terloh,    Efq;   of   Wickham,    near 
Portfmouth,     was    afterwards    ap- 
prehended  and    brought   to    town. 
The  mcifengers  found  Mr.  Lutter- 
loh ready  booted  to  go  a-hunting. 
When    he    underfl;ood    their    bufi- 
nefs,   he  did  not  difcover  the  leaft 
embarra/Tment,    but    delivered    his 
keys    with    the    utmolt    readinefs. 
In   his    drawers    were    found    cafh 
and  bank  notes  to  the  amount  of 
about    300 1.    but    upon    a    careful 


On  the  preceding  day,  a  man 
named  Rougee,  and  a  woman 
named  Dobrey  (with  whom  he 
cohabited)  were  apprehended  at 
their  lodgings  in  Greek  -  ftreet, 
Scho,  in  confequenee  of  an  in- 
formation lodged  againft  them, 
charging  them  with  having  con- 
veyed various  packets  of  intelli- 
gence to  France,  by  way  of  Mar- 
gate and  Oftend.  After  a  long 
examination  both  were  committed 


perufal  of  the   notes,    it   was    dif-    to  prifon. 


covered  they  were  all  drawn  pay. 
able  to  the  iame  perfon,  and  dated 
on  the  facie  day  with  thole  found 
on  La  Motte.  Mr.  Lutterloh  is  a 
German,  and  had  lately  taken  a 
houfe  at  Wickham,   within  a  few 


Adriirahy  Office,  'Jan.  lO- 
Captain  Dacres,  ot  his  majefty^s 
fhip  Ferfeus,  and  the  Fortune 
floop,  arrived  on  the  7th  inftant 
in  the  Downs,  with  the  Catherina 
Wilhelmina,    a    Dutch   Eaft-India 


miles   of  Portfmouth  ;    and   as   he  fhip  of  900  tons,  from  Rotterdam 

kept  a  pack  of  hounds,    and  was  to  Batavia,  laden  with  large  mafts 

confidered   as  a   good  companion,  and  other  naval  ftores,  and  having 

he  was  well  received  by  the  gentle-  on   board  one  hundred  and  thirty 

men  in  the  neighbourhood.  thoufand    dollars    in   fpecie. — The 

in  a  few  days  afterwards  a  third  Perfeas    has  alfo   taken    and    fent 

perfon,    named    P».yder,    was    ap-  into    Portfmouth.   the    Friendlhip, 

a  Dutch 
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12  th. 


a  Dutch  veffcl,  laden  with  fruit. 
— The  Griffin  and  Rambler  cut- 
ters have  taken  Le  General  Ville 
Patoux,  French  privateer,  carry- 
ing 12  guns  and  56  men. — And 
Lieutenant  Furniva],  of  the  Nim- 
ble cutter,  has  taken  La  Subtille 
French  privateer  of  14  guns  and  43 
men. 

The  fefiions  ended  at  the 
Old-bailey,   when    the  fol- 
lowing prifoners   received  fentence 
of  death,  viz.  James  Smith,  for  rob- 
bing Tho.  Morris,  on  CoulUtution- 
hill,  in   Sr.    James's-park,   of  two 
half-crowns  ;     Charles     Sheppard, 
for    breaking    into    t!ie    dwelling- 
houfe  of  jane   Weft,    in    St.    Bo- 
tolph's,    Aldgate,    with   intent    to 
Ileal   her    goods;    Abraham    Dry, 
for  robbing  Janet  Atkinfon  on  the 
highway  near  the  Broad-fanftuary, 
Weftminfter,   of  a  bundle  contain- 
ing  a  quantity   of    ftockings    and 
other  pedlars  goods  ;  William  Do- 
bey  and  John  Darbey,  for  aiTault- 
ing    James    Bing   in   a   field    near 
Tottenham-court-road,     and    rob- 
bing him  of  a  pair  of  fiiver  llioe- 
buckles   and   fome    money  ;    Mary 
Jones  and  Anne  Gilfon,  for  Heal- 
ing  in    the    fhop  of  Meff.   Allnut 
and    Cox,   in    Southampton-ftreet, 
Holborn,  57  yards  of  Pcrfian  filk  ; 
Thomas  M.iple  and  Jofeph  Maple, 
for    breaking-     into    the    dvvi  lling 
houfe  of  John  Seager,  the*  King's 
head,     in     Gray's-inn-lane,     and 
dealing  a   table  cloth,  a  filk  car- 
dinal,   and    other    things  ;    Anne 
Martin,   alias   Harris,   alias  Lanf- 
dale,   alias    Jones,   for    ftealing   in 
the  dwclling-houfe  of  Geo.  Eltoft, 
to   whom    the   day  before  (he  had 
been  hired   as  a  fervant,   a  quan- 
tity of  ftlver  plate,  a  metal  watch, 
two      counterpanes,      and      other 
things ;  ihe  wa^  alfo  convided  for 


25th. 


ftealing  in  the  houfe  of  Peter  Craw- 
ford, Efq;  at  Clerkenv.ell#  where 
Ihe  had  been  hired  about  five  hours, 
a  large  quantity  of  fiiver  plate, 
value  40 1.  and  upwards. 

This  night's  Gazette  con-  _  , 
tains  a  proclamation  for  a  ■^  ' 
public  faft  and  humiliation  to  be 
obferved  throughout  England  and 
Wales,  on  Wednefday  the  2 ill  day 
of  February  next,  and  in  Scotland 
on  Thurfday  the  2 2d  day  of  that 
month. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons 
agreed  to  the  report  of  the 
refolutionof  yederday,  for  granting 
80,000  1.  for  the  relief  of  the  fuf- 
ferers  from  the  late  hurricanes  at 
Barbadoes,  and  40,000!.  for  thofe 
at  Jamaica. 

A  letter  from  Shrew foury  fays, 
"  Between  twelve  and  one  o'clock 
on  Thurfday  morning  lad  a  fhock 
of  an  earthquake  was  felt  by  ma- 
ny inhabitants  in  different  parts  of 
the  town,  providentially  without 
doing  any  damage  ;  it  was  fo  flrong 
as  to  awaken  feveral  perfons  out  of 
their  fleep." 

At  the  meeting  of  the  fociety 
for  the  encouragement  of  arts, 
m an u failures,  and  commerce,  the 
following  candidates  received  the 
premiums  adjudged  to  them  for 
drawings : 

Mifs  Leonora  Deyongh,  of  Bow, 
Middlefex,  the  lelTer  fdver  pallet 
for  a  drawing  of  flowers. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Tompkins,  of  Queen- 
Anne-llreet  Eaft,  the  greater  filv.T 
pallet,  for  a  drawing  of  land- 
fcapes. 

Mifs  Anne  Smith,  of  Portland- 
road,  the  leffer  fiiver  pallet,  for  a 
drawing  of  landfcapes. 

And  the  golden  medal  was  ad- 
judged to  Wm.  iMellilh,  Efq;   for 
having    planted   an    his    eftaie    in 
[Z.]  2  Noi'-ing- 
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Nottinghamfliire,     47,000     larch- 
trees, 

V  Lord   Geo.   Gordon    was 

^  '  brought  up  to  the  bar  of 
the  Court  ot  King's-Bench,  by  vir- 
tue of  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus, 
iffuod  to  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  the  Tower. 

The  writ  of  Habeas  being  read, 
and  a  return  made  of  it,  the  court 
ordered  the  indictment  to  be  read  ; 
previous  to  which  lord  George 
Gordon  requeued  permifllon  oi 
the  court  to  be  heard  a  few  words. 
This  being  complied  with,  his 
iordihip  remarked,  ♦'  That  he 
was  altoniflied  to  find,  on  his  ar- 
rival at  Weftminfter,  that  the 
doors  of  the  hall  were  fhut,  and 
confequently  that  the  people  had 
not  free  accefs  to  his  trial.  He 
then  enumerated  the  various  hard- 
fhips  that  had  attended  his  Angu- 
lar ficuation  and  long  confine- 
ment :  fa  id  he  had  fultered  much 
in  confequence  thereof  by  the 
force  of  public  prejudice :  ex- 
prelTed  his  furprize  th.-'.t  fuch  a 
valt  number  of  jurors  fhould  have 
been  fummoned  on  his  trial,  as  by 
this  means  he  was  deprived  of  the 
ufual  benefit  of  challenging  his 
jury  :  he  had  likewife  heard  that 
the  very  judges  of  the  land  had 
,  been  confulted  on  his  cafe  ;  but  he 
hoped  the  faft  would  prove,  that 
he  had  not  been  thus  prejudged. 
Witnefles,  he  found,  were  brought 
up  from  Scotland  again  ft  him ; 
what  they  were  to  proti;  he  knew 
not  ;  nor  did  he  know  how  he  was 
to  biing  up  vvitnei^s  from  the  fame 
quarter  'to  confront  them,  having 
been  informed,  that  the  jurifdiftion 
of  the  court  did  not  extend  to  Scot- 
land. 

*'  He  underftood  by  the  law  of 
the  land,  that  the  overt-ad  ought 


to  be  fpecially  fet  forth  in  the  iti- 
didtment  for  high  treafon  ;  but  as 
no  particular  charge  was  fpecified. 
in  his,  he  fhould  find  himfelf  at  a 
lofs  to  meet  it  with  fuch  evidence 
as  he  might  otherwife  be  enabled 
to  produce. — He  hoped,  however, 
and  trufted,  that  the  court,  as  was 
cufloinary  in  fimilar  cafes,  would 
become  his  counfel  in  points  where 
he  itood  in  need  of  fuch  indul- 
gence ;  adding,  that  he  only  wilh- 
ed  for  a  candid  and  impartial 
trial." 

Lord  Mansfield  having  afiured 
his  lordfhip,  that  he  would  meet 
with  every  indulgence  the  court 
could  confiftently  grant  him,  the 
indictment  was  read  over,  and  the 
clerk  of  the  crown  afked  the  prifoner 
to  plead  to  it ;  when  his  lordflaip 
faid,  "  Not  guilty." 

The  attorney-general  now  mov- 
ed the  court  "  for  the  prifoner  to 
be  again  brought  up  to  the  bar  of 
the  court  on  Monday  the  5th  of 
February,  then  to  be  put  upon  his 
trial  ;"  which  being  made  a  rule 
of  court,  his  lordfhip  was  remand- 
ed back  to  the  Tower,  under  the 
cuftody  of  the  lieutenant-gover- 
nor. 

The    Weft-India    mail,  „ 

brought  over  by  the  Anna  ^  * 
Terefa  Packet,  Captain  Crofby, 
arrived  on  Monday  evening  at  the 
Poft  Office,  and  brings  difpatches 
to  the  admiralty  from  Sir  George 
Brydges  Rodney,  dated  the  loth 
of  December,  with  advice,  that 
he  arrived  at  St.  Kitt's  from  New- 
York  two  days  before,  with  the 
following  fhips  of  the  line,  viz. 
Sandwich  90  guns.  Centaur  74, 
RufTel  74,  Triumph  74,  Rcfolu- 
tio'  74,  Alcide  74,  Terrible  74, 
Shrewfbury  74,  Torbay  74,  Suf- 
folk 74,  and  intrepid  64 :  that  he 

had 
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liad  been  joined  ofF  Barbadoes  by 
the  Alfred  of  74,  Monarch  74,  and 
likewife  by  the  Ajax  74,  and  Vigi- 
lant i)4,  from  St.  Lucia. 

Admiral  Hood  had  been  met 
within  ten  days  fail  of  Barbadoes, 
all  well. 

Died,  Z)^r.  30,  1780.  At  Pur- 
fer's  -  crofs,  Fulham,  Mrs.  Eliz. 
and  Mrs.  Fra.  Turbendlle,  in  the 
77th  year  of  their  ages,  of  an  an- 
cient and  refpedtable  Weft-coun- 
try family ;  they  were  twin  fifters, 
and  both  died  unmarried.  What 
adds  to  the  fingularity  of  this  cir- 
cumftance,  they  were  born  the  fame 
day,  never  were  known  to  live  fe- 
parate,  died  within  a  few  days  of 
each  other,  and  were  interred  the 
fame  day. 

Sir  Roger  Burgoyne.  Bart. 

Jan.  I,  1781.  In  White-hart- 
yard,  Drury-lane,  Mary  Parker, 
aged  108. 


FEBRUARY. 

Hague,  Feb.  i.  The  States  of 
Holland  and  Weft  Friefland  were 
aflembled  both  yefterday  and  this 
day,  as  were  alfo  the  different  col- 
leges of  admiralty  :  the  prince  ftadt- 
holder  is  almoft  daily  in  council, 
and  this  day  the  three  placarts, 
lately  publilhed  by  their  High 
Mightiiiefles,  will  be  fent  to  the 
difi^erent  provinces. 

The  marine  treaty  figned  at 
Copenhagen  between  the  plenipo- 
tentiaries of  the  Empreis  of  Ru/lia 
and  thole  of  the  Court  of  Denmark 
on  the  28th  of  June  J 780,  rela- 
tive to  the  freedom  of  the  neutral 
navigation,  has  appeared  here, 
and  feems  to  be  entirely  founded 
upo;i  ciie  memorial  and  declaration 
of  the  emprefs  upon  that  fubjedl ; 
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and  the  articles  are  nearly  fimilar. 
To  this  treaty  the  King  of  Sweden 
acceded  on  the  21ft  of  July  1780, 
and  their  High  Mightinefies  on 
the  20th  of  November  in  the  fame 
year. 

On  Monday  was  determined, 
after  a  hearing  of  three  days,  be- 
fore the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer, 
the  long  depending  caufe  between 
the  Vicar  of  Kenfington,  and  fe- 
veral  of  his  parifhioners  ;  when  it 
was  decreed,  that  peaches,  me- 
lons, pines,  and  all  other  hot- 
houfe  plants,  and  exoticks,  and 
all  fhrubs,  engrafted  trees,  and 
nurferies,  are  tytheable  in  kind, 
whatever  expence  may  attend  the 
cultivation. 

The  following  narrative  of  , 
the  voyage  of  five  of  the  vef-  ^ 
fels  arrived  in  Ireland,  belonging 
to  the  laftEaft- India  fleet,  from  Chi- 
na to  the  Cape,  is  contained  in  a 
letter  from  an  officer  on  board  the 
Calcutta  to  his  friend  in  Edin- 
burgh, 

"  We  failed  from  China  on  the 
20th  of  January,  in  company  with 
the  Worcefter,  Royal  Henry, 
Morfe,  and  Alfred  ;  and  inftead 
"of  the  ufual  track  by  the  Itraits  of 
Sunda  and  Banca  went  by  the 
llraits  of  Malacca,  to  avoid  the 
rilk  of  falling  in  with  an  enemy. 
On  the  26th  of  February  we  took 
our  departure  from  i\chinhead, 
and  to  get  clear  of  danger  gave 
the  iflands  of  Mauritius,  <l'c.  a  large 
berth. 

"  Being  ftriclly  ordered  to  keep 
to  the  fouthward,  to  fliun  any 
cruifers  that  might  be  off  the  Cape, 
we  were,  by  llrong  fouiherly  cur- 
rents, and  north-weft  vvinds,  dri- 
ven into  the  latitude  of  41  degrees 
and  a  half,  and  experienced  a  long 
run    of   bad    weather.     From   the 
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^gih  of  April,  that  we  were  in  the 
latitude  of  the  Cape,  to  the  6tli 
of  June,  we  had  (almoft  without 
iiitermiflion)  the  molt  violent  gales 
of  wind  and  bad  weather.  Dur- 
ing the  gales  we  parted  company 
with  the  Morfe. 

*'  Upon  the  7th  of  June,  the 
Royal  Henry  proving  very  I'^aky, 
we  were  under  the  neceffity  of  bear- 
ing away  for  Madagafcar,  that  llie 
might  be  able,  if  poflible,  to  Hop 
her  leaks.  On  the  25th  we  arriv- 
ed fafe  at  St.  Auguftin's  Bay,  Ma- 
dagafcar, where  we  had  the  good 
fortune  to  fall  in  with  the  home- 
ward bound  fleet  from  the  coaft, 
viz.  the  Belleifle  64,  Afia  64,  and 
Rippon  60,  with  the  Ganges,  Ge- 
neral Barker,  Talbot,  and  Norfolk 
India-men. 

"  This  fleet  had  come  in  very 
fickly,  and  had  been  lying  there 
about  a  week.  Very  foon  after 
came  in  the  Morfe,  with  whom  we 
had  parted  company  the  4th  of 
May  ;  Ihe  had  fprung  a  leak,  and 
had  been  obliged  to  throw  four  of 
her  guns  and  part  of  her  cargo  over- 
board. 

**  The  crews  of  the  fhips  hav- 
ing got  well  rid  of  their  feveral 
diforders,  and  having  got  on  board 
all  the  neceflary  refrefhments,  we 
on  the  28th  of  July  failed  for  Cape 
Bona  once  more.  After  expe- 
riencing again  two  very  hard  gales 
cf  wind,  by  which  feveral  of  the 
fleet  parted  company,  we  at  length 
had  the  good  luck  to  meet  all 
again,  and  come  into  the  Cape 
together  the  22d  of  Auguft.  Upon 
our  arrival  here  we  had  the  fatif- 
faftion  to  find,  that  what  had  ap- 
peared to  us  moll  unfortunate  in 
feveral  parts  of  our  paflage,  had 
really  been  moll  lucky.  Indeed 
I  believe   a   chain  of  more  lucky 


events  never  happened  to  a  fleet 
before. 

"  1.  By  our  going  to  Malacca 
we  avoided  three  fail  of  French 
fhips  of  the  line  in  the  firaits  of 
Sunda,  which  probably  would  have 
taken  us  all. 

•*  2.  By  our  not  being  able  to 
reach  the  Cape  the  iiril  time,  we 
avoided  five  fail  of  French  fliipS;, 
which  were  cruifing  for  us. 

"  3.  By  getting  to  Madagafcar 
we  fell  in  with  the  fleet,  which 
we  were  adtaally  ordered  to  go  into 
the  Cape  to  join,  and  alio  had 
the  good  fortune  to  find  the  Morfe 
again. 

"  4.  If  we  had  arrived  at  Table 
Bay  a  week  or  10  days  fooner, 
when  we  had  the  lafl  fevere  gale, 
we  muil  undoubtedly  all  have 
periflied  ; — for,  by  the  accounts 
of  the  inhabitants,  no  fliip  could 
have  rode  it  out." 

Saturday    the    Court    of       ^.-i 
King  s  Bench  was  opened, 
and   the  previous    buflnefs    of  ad- 
miflions    and    bail    being    finiflied, 
a  petition  was  read  from  the  poor 
prifoners  of  the  King's  Bench  pri- 
fon,  for  the  ufual  allowance  to  be 
paid  them  fmce   the  time  of  their 
enlargement     by    the    late     riots. 
Lord  Mansfield  could  not,  he  faid, 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners, 
becaufe    they   were    not   in   aftual 
cuftody,  and  therefore  had  a  power 
to   provide    for   themfelves,    which 
when    confined    they  are    not  fup- 
pofed  to   have.      He   added,   that 
fmce  the  firll  day  of  the  term,  he 
had   received   a   great    number   of 
letters  from  all  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, informing  him  of  the  abules 
of    fome   attorneys,    endeavouring 
to    delude   the    poor,    arrefted    and 
in  cuftody,  to  pay  them  money  for 
their   dil'charge.     In   order   to  re- 
medy 
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medy  this,  he  had  now  ordered  a 
lift  to  be  publifhed  of  all  perfons, 
and  their  places  of  abode,  who 
had  furrendered,  alfo  the  names 
of  the  bail  and  attorneys  concern- 
ed fmce  the  7th  of  June  laft.  That 
uiilefs  the  fame  were  added  to  the 
names,  the  furrender  Ihould  for 
the  future  be  void.  And  he  or- 
dered that  the  lift  fliould  be  fo 
printed  and  publifhed,  and  every 
future  certificate  fhould  be  no  in- 
demnity, unlefs  it  contained  the 
additions  of  all  parties. 

,  This  morning  Lord  George 
5  ■  Gordon  was  brought  from  the 
Tower  to  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  Weftminfter  Hall,  to  take 
his  trial  for  a  charge  of  high  trea- 
fon  :  after  a  trial  which  lafted  one 
and  twenty  hours  he  was  acquit- 
ted *. 

,  A    dreadful     fire    broke 

out  at  Captain  Thoburn's, 
near  King  Edward  Stairs,  Wap- 
ping,  which,  allifted  by  a  ftrong 
ibuth  -  wefterly  wind,  prefently 
communicated  to  a  number  of 
houfes  and  warehoufes  contiguous, 
a  misfortune  principally  fatal,  on 
account  of  the  narrownefs  of  the 
ftreets,  both  fides  of  the  way  being 
on  fire  at  the  fame  time ;  the 
flames  were  fo  rapid  for  fome  time 
as  to  defy  the  utmoft  efforts  of 
the  firemen  and  inhabitants.  About 
forty  houfes  were  deftroyed,  be- 
fides  ftieds.  Sec.  Alfo  about  four 
houfes  in  Sir  William  Warren's 
Square,  with  every  houfe  on  both 
fides  the  way  between  King  Ed- 
ward's Stairs  and  Wheat-lheaf- 
Wharf. 

The  high  winds  this  night  did 
confidcrable  damage  amongft  the 
fhipping.      Several     houfes     were 


blown    down    in    various    parts   of 
London  and  Weftminfter. 

The  Recorder  made  the  ^  , 
report  to  his  majefty  in  '°''^* 
council  of  the  thirteen  convids 
under  fentence  of  death  in  New- 
gate, who  were  condemned  in 
January  feffions,  viz.  James  Smith, 
Charles  Shepherd  ;  Abraham  Day  ; 
Ann  Martin,  Alias  Harris,  alias 
Lanfdale,  alias  Jones  ;  John  Larby 
and  Wm.  Doby  ;  Jn.  Henley;  Ann 
Smith,  and  Eliz.  Thompfon,  alias 
Blackfon  ;  Jofeph  Maple  and  Tho. 
Maple ;  Ann  Gibfon,  and  Mary 
Jones ;  when  the  four  firlt  were 
ordered  for  execution,  and  the  nine 
laft  were  refpited  during  his  ma- 
jefty's  pleafure. 

This  night's  Gazette  con-  _, 
tains  his  majefty's  order  in  '  ' 
council  for  the  releafe  and  difcharge 
of  all  (hips  and  veifels  belonging 
to  the  fubjedls  of  the  ftates-general, 
which  had  been  detained  by  virtue 
of  ihe  order  in  council  of  Dec.  22, 
1780. 

On    Thurfday    a    fpecial  , 

jury,  before  Lord  Mansfield  ^  ' 
in  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  at 
Weftminfter  Hall,  determined  the 
important  caufe  between  Mr.  Cole, 
proprietor  of  Ely-place,  in  Hol- 
born,  and  the  officers  of  the  pa- 
rilh  of  St.  Andrew  Holborn,  in 
favour  of  the  plaintifi^,  by  which 
Mr.  Cole  is  eftablifhed  in  the  quiet 
pofTeflion  of  a  very  confidcrable 
eftate,  protcfted  from  the  burdens 
of  the  afTeffments  of  the  parifh, 
of  which  it  was  contended  to  have 
been  a  part.  The  jury  by  their 
verdi(5l  have  confirmed  a  privilege 
which  has  been  obtained  ever  fince 
the  year  1290,  regarding  the  epif- 
copal   palace  of  Ely,  on   the  '.cite 


*  For  a  particular  account  of  this  Trial,  fee  the  Appendix  to  the  Chronicle. 
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of  which  Ely-place  is  now  built,  as 
extra-parcchial,  and  not  fubjed  to 
parifh  afie/lments. 

Jmjierdam,  Feb.  ij.  John  Adams, 
Efq;  has  opcneJ  a  loan  for  a  mil- 
lion of  florins  for  the  United  States 
of  America,  according  to  the 
printed  u^Ian  of  which,  each  fliare 
iliall  amount  to  looo  florins,  and 
bear  five  per  cent,  inttreft  per 
annum.  Meif.  Neufville  and  fons, 
merchants  here,  have  the  manage- 
ment of  this  afiair,  and  the  obli- 
garions,  &c.  are  figned  by  Mr. 
Adjms,  ar.d  countertigned  by  Mefl'. 
NcuiViile,  and  regiftered  by  the 
notary,  Anthony  Mylins.  The 
re;-.ayment  of '  this  capital  (for 
which  the  Thirteen  United  States 
of  America  engage  themfelves  all 
together,  and  each  of  them  fe- 
parately,  as  well  as  for  the  punc- 
tual payment  of  the  iiitereft)  will 
be  made  after  the  expiration  of 
10  years ;  a  fifth  part,  or  200 
obligations  each  year,  to  be  de- 
termined .by  lots,  drawn  in  pre- 
fence  of  the  notary  and  witnefles, 
fo  that  ia  15  years  all  the  capital 
will  be  paid.    > 

Died,  at  Norwich,  aged  74, 
Henry  Goodail,  D.  D.  Prebendary 
of  Norwich,  Archdeacon  of  Suf- 
folk, Redor  of  Mattiftiall  with 
Patteiley,  and  alfo  of  Bixley  with 
Earl  Framingham,  in  Norfolk  ; 
likewife  commiflary  of  the  pecu- 
liar jurifdiiflion  of  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  Norwich. 

At  his  chambers  in  the  Temple, 
Edw.  Capeii,  Efq;  deputy  inipec- 
tor  of  plays.  He  devoted  the  lafl; 
37  years  of  his  life  to  the  ftudy  of 
Shakefpeare's  plays,  of  which  he 
publifhed  an  edition  in  the  year 
1768.  Since  that  time  he  has 
been  employed  in  compiling  and 
printing  the  iiiuilrations  to  it,  the 


greater  part  of  which  we  are  in- 
formed are  already  iinifhed.  He 
was  the  alterer  of  Antony  and 
Cleopatra,  aiSled  at  Drury-lane 
1758.  He  was  alfo  editor  of  a 
volume  of  ancient  poems  called 
*•  Prolufions." 


MARCH. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  month 
the  di/lemper  among  the  horned 
cattle  broke  out  in  the  lile  of 
Thanet.  It  began  at  Mrs.  Cow- 
ell's,  at  Salmflon,  near  Margate, 
and  is  fuppofed  to  have  beea 
brought  over  from  Oftend  by  two 
flieep  fkins,  which  being  thrown 
on  the  beach  were  taken  up  witU 
fome  fea  weed,  and  laid  on  a 
dunghill.  To  thefe  a  cow  fmelt, 
and  rcrlied  on  them.  Six  other 
beafls  died  at  Manilon  ;  five  more 
were  fhot  there,  and  buried  on 
the  9th  ;  feveral  others  died  ;  fome 
were  fhot.  On  the  12th,  an  or- 
der of  council  was  ilTued  (as  ufual) 
probibiting  the  removal  of  dif- 
lempercd  cattle,  and  ordering 
them  to  be  killed,  and  buried  at 
leafl:  four  feet  deep,  with  their 
hides  flaflied,  &c.  Two  more  were 
feized  with  it  at  Pv^infter  on  the 
i6th,  and  immediately  killed  and 
buried.  By  the  above,  and  other 
precautions,  it  is  hoped,  that  it 
will  fpread  no  further.  Some  had 
been  previoufly  removed  to  Afh 
and  Chiflet  ;  though  nothing  feems 
eafier  than  to  confine  them  in  this 
iiland,  there  being  only  three  out- 
lets, viz.  at  Sandwich,  Sarr,  and 
Reculver. 

The   following    account   of       , 
the  lofs  of  the  General  Barker 
Eaftlndiaman  is   given   in  a   pri- 
vate letter  from   Holland,  from  a 
gentleman 
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gentleman  on  board :  "In  the 
hard  gale  of  wind  which  came  on 
between  eleven  and  twelve  at 
night  on  the  12th  inft.  we  parted 
with  three  cables  a-head,  and  foon 
after  loft  every  anchor  and  cable 
we  had.  The  following  day  we 
fired  fignals  of  diftrefs,  but  could 
get  no  affiftance.  We  were  at  laft 
drifted  againft  the  Kentlfh  Knock, 
where  we  lay  for  fix  hours ;  by  the 
help  of  a  lirong  tide  we  got  off  in 
the  evening,  but  not  without  the 
lofs  of  all  our  boats,  and  cutting 
away  our  main  and  mizen-malls. 
The  gale  continuing  on  the  15th, 
we  were  driven  on  fhore  on  the 
coaft  of  Holland,  in  which  dread- 
ful fituation  we  remained  all  night, 
expefting  every  moment  to  be  our 
laft,  and  in  which  horrid  fufpenfe 
fifteen  of  the  crew  aftually  perifh- 
ed.  In  the  morning  the  Dutch 
very  humanely  came  out  to  our 
aflirtance,  and  refcued  about  fixty 
of  us  from  a  fituation  more  eafily 
to  be  imagined  than  I  can  defcribe. 
We  are  now  at  Norwaygon,  where 
we  meet  with  every  fympathy  our 
condition  merits." 

,  On  Saturday  was  tried  be- 
^  *  fore  Mr.  Juftice  Buller  and  a 
fpecial  Jury  at  Guildhall,  the  im- 
portant caufe  between  Mr.  Lang- 
dale,  the  diftiller,  who  fued  the 
late  lord  mayor  under  the  riot  ad, 
to  recover  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city  the  damages  he  fuflained 
by  the  dcftruftion  of  his  premilTes 
and  goods  during  the  late  difturb- 
ances.  The  attorney  -  general, 
Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Murphy,  Were 
counlel  for  the  plaintiff,  and  the 
recorder,  Mr.  Dunning,  Mr.  Da- 
venport, and  Mr.  Role,  for  the 
city;  Mr.  Langdale  went  for 
51,559!.  19s.  yd.  under  feveral 
heads,   viz.    the  great   warehoufe. 


with  the  fpirits  behind  the  houfe, 
in  Upper  Holborn,  at  22,478  1.  3  s. 
8  d.  at  prime  coft  ;  the  furniture 
loiol.— atHolborn-bridge  7831  1. 
2  s.  9  d.  befides  the  dead  itock  of 
mills,  worms,  pipes,  and  damage 
done  to  feveral  houfes  adjoining  ro 
Mr.  Langdale,  held  by  him  under 
leafes.  There  was  great  dilpute 
about  the  eftimates,  as  the  wit- 
neffes  were  not  properly  prepared 
to  anfwer  the  counfel  with  their 
calculations.  The  recorder  made 
a  long  fpeech.  He  contended, 
that  Mr.  Langdale  had  no  right 
to  recover,  becaufe  the  fire  was 
communicated  from  the  fpirits, 
which  were  firll  fet  in  a  blaze,  to 
the  buildings  and  other  property. 
To  this  point  one  witnefs  was  ex- 
amined. The  judge  feemed  againft 
the  diftinflion.  Mr.  Langdale  ad- 
mitted the  receipt  of  14,662!.  from 
theExcife;  11,423  1.  of  the  Union 
Fire-office;  1683  1.  8  s.  8d.  of  the 
London  Affurance  Company;  900!. 
of  the  Hand  in  Hand  Fire  Office  ; 
but  neverthelefs,  he  brought  his 
aftion  to  include  thefe  feveral 
fums  for  the  benefit  of  the  Excil'e 
and  different  offices.  The  judge, 
without  delivering  any  opinion, 
left  the  whole  cafe  to  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  jury,  who  with- 
drew for  near  two  hours,  and  gave 
a  vcrdift  for  18,729!.  10  s.  da- 
mages only.  The  jury  added  alfo, 
that  Mr.  Langdale  could  not  re- 
cover the  Infurances  in  truft.  The 
verdid  is  rcfcrved  for  the  opinion 
of  the  judges,  whether  goods  and 
ftock  in  trade  are  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  aft  of  parliament,  and 
a  new  trial  will  be  moved  for  next 
term  by  the  city,  as  the  jury  gave 
a  verdift  for  the  goods  and  liock 
in  trade,  which  are  included  in 
the   damages  given,   contrary,,   as 
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the  counfel  fay,  to  the  riot  acl, 
whereby  thefe  buildings  are  to  be 
repaired,  and  no  otlier  recompences 
provided  for. 

Charles  Logic,  Efq;  his  ma- 
jeily's  late  conful  general  at  Mo- 
rocco, arrived  in  town  with  dif- 
patches  from  Gov,  Elliot  of  Gib- 
raltar. Before  Conful  Lcgie  left 
Morocco,  the  emperor,  under  the 
influence  of  the  gifts  he  had  re- 
ceived from  the  Spanifh  court, 
threatened  the  inhabitants  of  Tan- 
gier vv^ith  the  moft  dreadful  effetSs 
of  his  refentment  if  they  held  any 
friendfhip  with  the  Englifh  ;  and 
at  his  iiijundion,  50  of  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants  went  to  the  con- 
iul's  houfe,  and  demanded  an  au. 
dience  ;  on  an  interview  being 
given,  they  fucceflively  went  up 
to  Mr.  Logie,  fpit  in  his  face, 
pointed  their  daggers  to  his  breaft, 
and  called  him  by  every  oppro- 
brious appellation  that  could  be 
ufed.  Mr.  Logie  reports,  that 
the  greateft  fcarcity  of  grain  pre- 
vailed through  the  country,  no 
rain  having  fallen  for  thefe  three 
lall  years. 

Amfierdanit  March  8.  The  per- 
fons  appointed  to  receive  the  fub- 
fcription  entered  into  by  the  in- 
habitants of  this  city  for  the  re- 
lief of  their  countrymen  who  are 
in  prifon  in  England,  have  ad- 
dreflcd  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
and  begged  of  his  grace,  fo  famed 
throughout  Europe  for  his  fenti- 
ments  of  generofity  and  humanity, 
to  give  an  eye  to  the  difpofal  of 
the  money  fent  to  England  for  the 
fbove  praife-worthy  purpofe.  The 
du!:e,  touched  with  lO  diflinguifh- 
ed  a  mark  of  confidence,  returned 
the  following  anfwer  in  his  own 
hand-writing. 

**  I  cannot  but  be  much  flatter- 


ed at  being,  chofen  to  have  the 
care  of  the  money  fubfcribcd  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Holland  for  the 
relief  of  their  imprifoned  coun- 
trymen :  full  of  elleem,  and  ad- 
miration of  their  fentiments  of 
humanity  and  beneficence,  1  beg 
the  gentlemen  fubfcribers  to  be 
aflured  that  I  will  willingly  ex- 
ert all  my  power  in  the  execution 
of  the  trurt  repofed  in  me ;  and  if 
I  can  be  of  any  ufe  towards  ren- 
dering their  generous  efforts  more 
advantageous,  I  will  do  it  with  all 
my  heart. 

(Signed)  Richmond." 

In  confequence  of  which  the 
fubfcribers  have  fent  one  thoufand 
pounds  fterling  to  England,  and 
have  defired  the  duke  to  appoint 
a  proper  perfon  to  have  the  diftri- 
bution  of  it:  they  took  the  fame 
opportunity  to  fignify  to  his  grace 
with  v/hat  humanity  the  Englifh 
prifoners  were  treated  in  Holland. 

This  morning   failed  the 


following      fliips,     with 


14th. 


large  fleet  of  viduallers,  &c.  for 
Gibraltar,  viz.  Britannia,  100, 
Vice-admiral  Darby,  Rear-admi- 
ral Kempenfelt,  Captain  Bradley  ; 
Royal  George,  lOO,  Rear-admiral 
Rofs,  Captain  Bourmafler  ;  Prince 
George,  98,  Rear-admiral  Digby, 
Captain  Williams  ;  Queen,  Mait- 
land  ;,  Duke,  Douglas  ;  Formid- 
able, Cleland  ;  Namur,  90,  Saw- 
yer ;  Ocean,  Ourry  ;  Union,  Dal- 
rymple  ;  Foudroyant,  80,  Jarvis  ; 
Alexander,  74,  Longford ;  Bello- 
na.  Onflow  ;  Canada,  Collier  ; 
Cumberland,  Peyton ;  Courageux, 
Mulgrave  ;  Defence,  Cranftone  ; 
Dublin,  Dixon  ;  Edgar,  Elliot  ; 
Fortitude,  Bickerton  ;  Marlbo- 
rough, Penny  ;  Valiant,  Goodall  ; 
Bienfaifant,  64,  Braithwaite ;  In- 
flexible,  Cotton ;  Lion,  Cornwal- 
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lis  ;  Magnanlme,  Wolfeley  ;  Non- 
fuch,  Wallace  ;  Repulfe,  Dent ; 
Mcdway,  60,  Harmood ;  Miner- 
va, 3R,  fielding  ;  Flora,  36, 
Williams  ;  Monfieur,  Phipps ;  La 
Prudence,  Waldegrave ;  Ambuf- 
cade,  32,  Conway;  Emerald, 
Marlhall  ;  Crefcent,  28,  Paken- 
ham ;  Kite,  14,  Trollope ;  and 
Furnace,  Firebrand,  Harpy,  and 
Lightning  fire-fliips  ;  which  are  to 
be  joined  from  Plymouth  by  two 
frigates,  and  from  Leland  by  the 
St.  Albans  and  Veftal." 

,  The    following   is   a   lift 

5  '  of  his  Majefty's  Ihips  on  the 
Jamaica  ftation  which  were  loft  or 
damaged  in  the  late  hurricane, 
viz.  Stirling-Caftle  of  64.  guns, 
loft,  the  Captain  and  about  50  peo- 
ple were  faved.  Phcenix  of  44 
guns,  loft  on  the  Cuba  ftiore,  moft 
of  the  people  faved.  Scarborough 
of  20  guns,  loft  at  fea,  and  every 
perfon  perilhed.  Heclor  of  74 
guns,  loft  all  her  guns  and  malis. 
Grafton  of  74  guns,  loft  all  her 
mafts.  Egmont  of  74  guns,  ditto. 
Trident  of  64  guns,  ditto.  Ruby 
of  64  guns,  ditto.  Briftol  of  50 
guns,  ditto.  Endymion  of  44 
guns,  ditto.  Ulyfies  of  44  gun?, 
ditto.  Pomona  of  28  guns,  ditto. 
Thunderer  of  74  guns,  loft. 

,  Two  gold  medals  of  i  5 

guineas  each,  given  an- 
nually by  his  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Grafton,  Chancellor  of  the 
Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  for  the 
encouragement  of  claihcal  learn- 
ing, were  adjudged  to  Mr. 
George  Law,  of  Queen's,  and  Mr. 
Robert  Pedley,  of  St.  John's, 
BB.  A. 

^^1         At  a  Court  of  Common 

22d.    ^  .,  , 

Council,  icool.  was  or- 
dered to  be  paid  out  of  the  Cham- 
ber, towards  the  relief  and  fup- 
port  of  the  fufferets  by  the  late  hur- 


ricanes in  the  Weft  India  Iflands, 
to  the  Treafurer  of  the  Committee, 
for  their  relief. 

Died,  at  Wreft  -  Houfe,  ia 
Bedfordftiire,  aged  30,  J_ord  Pol- 
warth,  only  fon  of  the  Earl  of 
Marchmont,  and  fon-in-law  to 
the  Earl  of  Hardwicke.  Dying 
without  iffue,  the  Eiigliili  barony 
of  Hume,  created  in  1776,  is 
extinft. 

Thomas  Knight,  Efq.  at  God- 
merfliam,  in  Kent,  in  the  80th 
year  of  his  age.  This  gentleman, 
who  died  poflefled  of  a  large  ellate, 
was  elefted  citizen  in  parliament 
for  Canterbury,  A.  D.  1734,  and 
was  many  years  chairman  at  the 
quarter  feftions.  His  paternal 
name  was  Brodnax,  which  early  in 
life  he  exchanged  for  that  of  May, 
and  afterwards  by  a  ftatute  of 
9  Geo.  II.  he  tock  the  name  of 
Knight,  which  occafioned  a  face- 
tious member  to  propofe  "  a  ge- 
neral bill  to  enable  that  gentle- 
man to  take  what  name  he  pleafed." 
Through  a  long  extent  of  life  he 
ever  maintained  a  dignity  orna- 
mental of  human  nature,  and  a 
piety  irreproachable,  which  no- 
thing but  the  fincerity  of  his  reli- 
gion could  infpire  ;  evidenced  by 
a  conftant  attendance  on  his 
chriftian  duties,  and  realized  by 
a  moft  exemplary  patience  and 
refignation  during  a  tedious  and 
painful  illnefs.  His  own  family 
have  left  in  him  a  moft  indulgent 
parent,  his  relations  and  friends  a 
ready  and  able  help,  and  the  neigh- 
bourhood a  munificent  patron  and 
benefador. 


APRIL. 

Ha^ue,  April  I.  We  are  afiured, 
that   Mr.   Van  de   Parre,    dircdor 
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of  our  Eaft  India  Company,  and 
Mr.  de  Boers,  advocate  of  the 
faid  company,  are  returned  from 
Paris ;  that  the  former,  with  the 
approbation  of  their  High  Migk- 
tineiTes,  has  there  figned  a  treaty 
offenfive  and  defenfive  for  the 
Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  ;  one 
of  the  conditions  of  which  is, 
**  that  fix  French  men  of  war, 
already  failed  for  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  which  are  to  be 
joined  by  fome  others  from  the 
ifland  of  Mauritius,  fliall  affift  in 
proteding  the  Cape,  and  the  pof- 
feffions  of  our  company  in  the  In- 
dies, in  conjunflion  with  the  (hips 
of  the  latter  now  there."  We 
are  aflured,  that  the  alliance  was 
concluded  the  end  of  laft  month  ; 
confequently  the  Cape  is  fafe  from 
every  infult ;  and  the  more  fo,  as 
the  governor,  forefeeing  the  holH- 
lities,  has  put  the  place  in  a  pro- 
per ftate  of  defence,  and  armed 
6000  peafants. 
J  Captain  Donnellan,  con- 
vidled  of  the  murder  of  Sir 
Theodofius  Boughton,  about  fe- 
ven  in  the  morning  was  carried 
in  a  mourning  coach  from  War- 
wick gaol  to  the  place  of  execu- 
tion, and  hanged  according  to 
his  fentence  ;  after  which  his  body 
was  given  to  the  furgeons,  to  be 
differed.  Before  he  was  turned 
off  he  addreffed  the  fpeftators  in 
the  following  terms  :  "  That  as 
he  was  then  going  to  appear  be- 
fore God,  to  whom  all  deceit  was 
known,  he  folemnly  declared,  that 
he  wa?  innocent  of  the  crime  for 
which  he  was  to  fufFer." 
^_j  The  fubjefts  propofed  by 
^  '  the  Vice  Chancellor  of  Cam- 
bridge, for  the  two  prizes  given 
by  the  Right  Hon.  John  Townf- 
hend  and  James   Mansfield,  Efcj. 


members  for  the  Univerfity  of  Cam- 
bridge, are, 

For  Senior  Bachelors :  Quocnam       . 
fint   caufae    cur   Afiatici    fervitutis 
femper  fuerint   patientiores,  quam 
Europasi  ? 

For  Junior  Bachelors  :  Utrum 
is  fit  in  oratorum  numero  haben- 
dus,  qui  non  fit  omnibus  iis  ar- 
tibus,  quje  funt  libero  digna:,  per- 
politus  ? 

Dublin,  April  7.  Letters  were 
on  Thurfday  received  in  town 
from  Captain  Iviurphy,  of  the 
Charming  Mary  privateer  of  Dub- 
lin, to  his  owners,  which  contain 
the  agreeable  news  of  his  having 
taken  and  brought  into  Lough- 
fwilly  a  rich  Dutch  merchant  fhip, 
from  St.  Eultatia,  bound  to  Am- 
fterdam,  computed  to  be  worth 
30,0001.  She  had  300  hogflieads 
of  fugar  on  board.  The  Charm- 
ing Mary  mounted  only  eight 
guns. 

India  Houfe,  April  10.  At  a  ge- 
neral Court  of  Proprietors  of  Eaft 
India  Stock,  held,  according  to  ad- 
vertifement,  on  fpecial  affairs,  Mr. 
Jones  rofe  and  introduced  the  fol- 
lowing motion  : 

"  That  a  Committee  of  fix 
Direftors,  and  fix  Proprietors,  be 
appointed,  to  confider  of  their 
chartered  rights,  and  of  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  their  right  to 
the  territorial  poffeflions  acquired 
in  India  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
confider  of  propofitions  to  be  of- 
fered as  the  bafis  of  an  agreement 
between  Government  and  the 
Company,  for  the  prolongation 
of  their  exclufive  right  to  trade  in 
India." 

This  meeting  was  in  coitfe- 
quence  of  a  motion  made  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  by  Lord 
North    the    day    before,    "  That 

this 


CHRONICLE. 


[173 


this  Houfe  will,  on  Wednefday  . 
the  Z5th  of  April,  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  Committee,  to  confider  of 
the  propriety  of  the  Crown  taking 
into  its  own  hands  the  territorial 
acquintions  of  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany, and  fecuring  to  the  public  a 
(hare  in  the  revenue  arifmg  there- 
from. On  this  occafion  Lord  North 
infilled  upon  it,  as  an  ellablifhed 
maxim,  that  whatever  territorial 
acquifuions  are  made  by  fubjedls, 
mull  neceflfarily  belong  to  the  pub- 
lic ;  and  that  confequently  he  was 
as  clear  as  he  was  of  any  thing 
whatever,  that  the  territorial  poi- 
feflions  in  India  are  the  undoubted 
right  and  property  of  the  crown 
and  people. 

Came  on  the  eleflion  of 
a  Governor,  Deputy  Go- 
vernor, and  twenty-four  Directors 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  for  the 
year  enfuing,  when  the  following 
gentlemen  were  chofen  :  William 
Ewer,  Efq.  Governor ;  Richard 
Neave,  Efq.  Deputy- Governor  ; 
Samuel  Beachcroft,  *  Daniel 
Booth,  *  Lyde  Browne,  Richard 
Clay,  William  Cooke,  Edward 
Darrell,  George  Drake,  *  Peter 
Du  Cane,  Martyn  Fonnereau, 
Peter  GaufTen,  *  Daniel  Giles, 
Chriftopher  Hake,  William  Hal- 
hed,  Thomas  Scot  Jackfon,  *  Job 
Mathew,  Benjamin  Mee,  *,  Jo- 
feph  Nutt,  Edward  Payne,  *  Geo. 
Peters,  *  Henry  Plant,  Chrifto- 
pher  Puller,  William  Snell,  Sam. 
Thornton,  and  Mark  Weyland, 
Efqrs.  Diredlors. 

Thofe  marked  with  *  are  new 
Diredlors. 

India  Houfe,  April  \z.  This  day 
the  report  of  the  ballot  for  the 
choice  of  Direftors  was  made  at 
the    Eait    India  Houfe,    by    Mr. 


Devifme,  Chairman  of  Scrutineers. 
The  numbers  were : 

Richard  Hall  -     839 

John  Hunter  -     580 

Samuel  Peach  -  528 
Jofeph  Sparkes  -  855 
John  Smith  -     797 

George  Tatem      -     724 

The  NorriHan  prize  for  1781 
was  afllgned  to  Mr.  Jof.  Whiteley, 
of  Magdalen  College,  Cambridge, 
for  his  Effay  on  the  Advantages  of 
Revelation. 

The  Lord  Mayor,  Alder-      ^  , 
men,    and     Sheriffs,     with  '  ' 

their  ladies,  met  at  the  Manfion- 
houfe,  and  from  thence  proceeded, 
attended  by  the  Governors  of  the 
City  Hofpitals,  City  Marilials,  &c. 
to  St.  Bride's  Church,  where  aa 
excellent  fermon  was  preached  by 
the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Rofs,  Lord 
Bilhop  of  Exeter ;  after  which, 
the  report  of  the  ftate  of  the  City 
Hofpitals  was  read  before  the  Go- 
vernors. 

In  Chrift's  Hofpital,  188  placed 
out,  10  whereof  inlh-utted  in  ma- 
thematics and  navigation.  Remain 
II77  ;   buried  13. 

In  St.  Bartholomew's,  3942 
cured.  Out-patients  relieved,  6054. 
In  the  Hofpital,  382.  Out-patientj, 
209.    Buried  177. 

St.  Thomas's,  3249  cured. 
Out-patients  relieved,  3861.  In- 
patients remaining,  470.  Out- 
patientsi-  263.     Buried  259. 

Brid;well.  Admitted,  459. 
Maintained  in  Trades,  37. 

Bethlehem.  Admitted,  200. 
Cured,  179.  Remain,  267.  Bu- 
rieil,  zo. 

Paris,    April  21.    Monfieur    de 

Monteille   being    on   a  cruize   off 

Cape    Fran^jis,    with  a   fquadron 

of   fix  fail  of  the  line   and  thrc; 

frigui-.s. 
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frigates,  from  Toulon,  upon  the 
2^th  of  February  met  with  a  moll 
violent  gale  of  wind,  which  com- 
menced about  eight  P.  M.  and 
continued  to  blow  very  hard  until 
the  next  day  at  five  A.  M.  in 
which  time  the  fleet  fuifered  very 
much. 

Lilt  of  the  fquadron,  and  the  da- 
mages they  have  fuftained. 
Guns. 
Ls  Palmier  74  (flag)  loft  36  guns 

Le  Vidtoire  74  loft  lower  mafts 

L'Intrepid  74  loft  upon  the  rocks 

Le  Couton  64  no  damage 

Le  Triton  64  ditto 

I,e  Refleche  64  loft  her  lower  mafts 

Le  frigate  Gentille  4^  fate 
L' Andromache        44  ditto 
L'Atalante  38  funk  by  the  Palmier, 

wjio  ran  foul  of  her. 

Admiralty 'Office,  April  23,  1 7  8 1 . 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Fat- 
ten, of  his  Majejiy^s  Ship  Belle 
Poule,  to  Mr.  Stephens  J  dated 
Leith  Road,  \^th  ir.Jlant. 

I  beg  you  will  pleafe  to  acquaint 
their  lordOiips,  that  his  IVIajelly's 
fhips  Belle  Poule  and  Berwick  be- 
ing near  the  entrance  of  the  Firth 
of  Edinburgh,  on  the  17th  of 
April,  at  day-break,  we  fell  in 
with,  and  after  a  fhort  adtion  took 
the  Callonne  privateer,  of  32  guns, 
and  24.0  men,  commanded  by 
Luke  Ryan.  She  had  been  but 
five  days  from  Dunkirk,  and  had 
only  taken  and  ranfomed  one  fmall 
brig. 

At  the  annual  eleflion  for  Pre- 
iident.  Council,  and  Officers  of 
the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  the 
following  noblemen  and  gentle- 
men were  cholen  for  the  year  en- 
faing  : 

Membirs  of  the  Old  Council  contiiiued. 

Jeremiah  Milks,  D.  D.  F.  R.  8. 

Bean  of  Exeter,   Frefident.     The 


Honourable  Darnes  Harrington, 
F.  R.  S.  V.  P.  Owen  Salulbury 
Brereton,  Efq.  F.  R.  S.  V.  P. 
Edward  Bridgen,  Efq.  F.  R.  S. 
Sir  William  Chambers,  Knt.  P.  S. 
F.  R.  S.  Richard  Gough,  Efq 
F.  R.  S.  Direftor.  Edward  King, 
Elq.  F.  R.  S.  V.  P.  Michael  Lort, 
D.  D.  F.  R.  S.  V.  P.  Thomas 
Morell,  D.  D.  Sec.  William 
Norris,  M.  A.  Sec.  Daniel  Wray, 
Efq.  F.  R.  S. 

l<enx)  Members  of  the  Council, 

George  Earl  of  Chellerlield. 
John,  Lord  Bifhop  of  St.  David's. 
Sir  Henry  Charles  Englefield, 
Bart.  F.  R.  S.  Richard  Kaye, 
D.  LL.  F.  R.  S.  John  Munro, 
M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Robert,  Lord 
Petre.  Robert  Richardfon,  D.  D. 
John  Topham,  Efq.  F.  R.  S.  Sir 
Richard  Worfley,  Bart,  F.  R.  S. 

Officers  : — Prefident,  the  Dean 
of  Exeter.  Treafurer,  Edward 
Bridgen,  Efq.  Secretaries,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Norris,  and  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Morell.  Direftor,  Richard  Gough, 
Efq. 

Na^oy- Office,  April  30.  By  the 
returns  from  the  Navy-office,  pre- 
lented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
by  Lord  Lifburne,  Jan.  23,  1781, 
it  appears,  that  from  .Sept.  29, 
1774,  to  Sept.  29,  1780,  there 
v/ere  raifed  for  his  Majelly's 
fea  fervice,  including  marines, 
175,900  men,  that  of  them  in  the 
five  years,  beginning  with  1776, 
and  ending  with  1780,  18,545 
died,  1243  were  killed,  and  42,069 
deferted. — Total  61,857.  And 
by  returns  from  the  War-office, 
prefented  by  the  fecretary  at  war, 
it  appears,  that  there  were  raifed 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  for 
his  Majelly's  land  fervice,  militia 
and  fencible  men  in  North  Britain 
not  included,  from  Sept.  29,  1774, 

to 
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to  Sept.  29,  1780,  76,885  men,  of 
which  there  have  died  in  N.  Ame- 
rica and  the  Well-Indies  10,012; 
been  taken  prifoncrs,  including 
thofe  under  the  convention  of  vS;i- 
ratoga,  8629;  deferted  3801  ;  and 
been  difcharged  the  fervice  3885. 
—  Total  26,327.  The  Britiih 
corps  and  recruits  fent  to  North 
America  and  the  Wed-Indies  were, 
in  1778,  3774;  in  1779,  6871  ; 
and  in  1780,  10,237.  —  Total, 
20,882. 

"   ConJIantinople,  April  30. 

On  the  23d  inftant,  a  fire  broke 
out  in  the  quarter  of  this  city  which 
is  almoil  entirely  inhabited  by  law- 
yers. It  was  fo  violent,  that,  not- 
vvithftanding  all  poffible  affi'lance, 
it  continued  burning  eleven  hours ; 
it  is  computed  that  200  houfes  were 
dellroyed. 

A  fortnight  ago  the  plague 
broke  out  again  in  this  city  ;  the 
hotel  of  the  Venetian  ambafTador 
has  been  affedled  with  it,  one  of 
whofe  domeftics  is  dead.  It  is 
very  probable  that  this  terrible 
calamity  was  brought  hither  from 
SiUonica,  from  whence  we  learn 
that  it  has  made  fuch  ravages 
there,  that  though  two  thirds  of 
the  inhabitants  had  left  the  place, 
it  carries  off  upwards  of  100  per- 
fons  daily." 

Died,  Lady  Mary  Carr,  filler 
of  Lord  Darlington,  and  wife  of 
Mr.  Carr  of  the  Adelphi. — Among 
other  qualities,  better  and  more 
valuable  to  her  family  and  her 
friends,  a  diftant  acquaintance 
may  be  allowed  to  mark  her  me- 
Jnory,  as  a  woman  of  a  diftinguifh- 
ed  tafte  ;  it  was  her  ladyfhip  who 
direded  the  laying  out  of  much 
of  the  ground,  at^Mr.  Carr's  fine 
place,  at  Cocken,  Cocken  is  a 
cultivated  ground    on    the    Wier, 


three  miles  beyond  Durham  ;  it  is 
by  many  thought  a  rival  to  what 
was  Mr.  Morris's  ground  at  Chep- 
ftow  ;  the  ftyle  of  the  country  is  at 
both  places  much  the  fame,  very 
bold  inequalities,  woods,  and 
rocks ;  the  river  Wier,  on  which 
Cocken  is  fituated,  is  at  the  fouth 
rock  very  finely  fmooth,  at  the 
north  rock  the  current  is  as  finely 
rough,  fo  far  producing  a  har- 
mony of  the  compleateft  kind,  the 
other  objcds  ornamenting  the 
fcene  ;  but  without  the  inclofure, 
are  Durham  cathedral,  the  ruin  of 
the  abbey,  belonging  to  Dr.  Kaye, 
prebend  of  Durham,  the  fpire  at 
Chefter  le  Street,  and  Lumley 
Callle  ;  the  whole  forming  many 
enchanting  fcenes,  yielding  both  ia 
beauty  and  fublimity  to  none  but 
Piercefield. 

At  his  houfe  at  Kennington,  in 
his  7  2d  year.  Sir  joieph  Ay- 
loiFe,    Bart,    of  Cranfield,   Suffex, 

V.  P.  A.  S.  and  F.  R.  S.  He  was 
defcended  from  a  Saxon  family  an- 
tiently  feated  at  Bodon  Alof  near 
Wye,  CO.  Kent,  in  the  reign  of 
Hen.  HI.  who  removed  to  Horn- 
church,  CO.  EfTex,  in  that  of  Hen. 

VI.  and  to  Sudbury  in  that  cf 
Edw.  IV.  Sir  Wm.  Ayloffe  of 
Great  Braxted,  co.  EITex,  was 
knighted  by  James  I.  and  after- 
wards created  a  baronet  1612  ;  and 
from  his  eldeft  fon  by  his  3d  wife, 
the  late  baronet  was  the  fourth  in 
defcent  and  fifth  in  title.  His 
father  and  grandfather  were  both 
of  Gray's-lnn.  He  was  born 
about  the  year  1708,  admitted  of 
Lincoln's-Inn,  1724,  and  of  St. 
John's  Coll.  Oxf.  eleited  F.  A.  S. 
Feb.  10,  1731,  one  of  the  firft 
council  under  their  charter  175 1, 
vice  prefident  17     ,  F.  R.  S.  17 

In  1748,  he  prompted  Mr.  Kirov, 
painter 
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painter  in  Tpfwich,  to  make  draw- 
ings of  a  great  number  of  monu- 
ments and  buildings  in  Suffolk, 
of"  which  12  were  engraved,  with 
a  defcription,  1748,  rnd  more 
remained  in  his  patron's  hands. 
On  the  building  of  Weflminfler- 
bridge  he  was  appointed  fecretary 
to  the  commifiioners  1736-7  ;  au- 
ditor general  of  the  hofpitals  of 
Bridewell  and  Bethlem  1750  ;  and 
on  the  ellablifliment  of  tlie  Paper- 
Ofijce  on  the  refpedlable  footing 
it  at  prefent  is,  by  the  removal  of 
the  ftate  papers  from  the  old  gate 
at  Whitehall  to  new  apartments  at 
the  Treafury,  he  was  nominated 
one  of  the  three  keepers  of  them  ; 
and  1772  publifned  in  4to,  "  Ca- 
lendars of  the  Antient  Charters, 
&:c.  and  of  the  V/elfli  and  Scottilh 
Rolls  now  remaining  in  the  Tower 
of  London,  &c."  with  a  judicious 
and  learned  account  of  our  public 
records,  by  way  of  introduction.  He 
drew  up  the  account  of  the  chapel 
on  London  bridge,  of  vvliich  an 
engraving  was  publifbed  by  Ver- 
tue  1748,  and  again  by  the  So- 
ciety of  Antiquaries  1777.  -His 
hJliorical  defcription  of  the  inter- 
view between  Henry  VIII  and  Fra. 
I.  on  the  Champ  de  Drap  d'Or, 
from  an  orirjinal  painting  at  Wind- 
for,  and  his  ai.count  of  the  paint- 
ings of  the  fame  age  at  Covvdry, 
were  inferted  in  the  Archceol. 
vol.  iii.  1775,  and  printed  fe- 
parately  to  accompany  engravings 
of  two  of  thele  pidures  by  the  So- 
ciety of  Antiquaries.  His  ac- 
count of  the  bodv  of  Edw.  I.  as  it 
appeared  on  opening  his  tomb, 
1774,  was  printed  in  the  fame  vo- 
lume, p.  376.  His  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  every  part  of 
Weltmirftcr-abbey  and  city  dif- 
played  itfelf   in  his   accurate   de- 


fcription of  five  monuments  in  the 
former,  engraved  by  the  fame  fo- 
ciety,  who  mufl  reckon,  among 
the  many  obligations  which  they 
owe  to  his  zeal  and  attention  to 
their  interelts.  the  laft  exertions 
of  his  life  to  put  their  affairs  on 
the  moil  refpedlable  and  advan- 
tageous footing,  on  their  removal 
to  their  new  apartments  in  Somer- 
fet-houfe.  He  fuperintended  the 
new  edition  of  Leland's  Collec- 
tanea, in  9  vols.  1770,  and  of  the 
Liber  Niger  Scaccarii,  in  2  vols. 
8vo.  1771  ;  to  both  which  he  added 
a  valuable  appendix  ;  to  the  latter 
the  charter  of  K;ngfton  on  Thames, 
of  which  his  father  was  recorder. 
His  extenfive  knowledge  of  our 
national  antiquities  and  municipal 
rights,  and  the  agreeable  manner 
in  which  he  communicated  it  to 
his  friends  and  the  public,  muft 
make  him  fincerely  regretted  by 
all  v/ho  had  the  pleafure  of  his 
acquaintance.  He  married  Mar- 
garet, daughter  and  fole  heirefs  of 
Tho.  Railton,  Efq;  of  Carlifle,  by 
whom  he  had  one  fon  of  his  own 
name,  who  died  at  the  age  of  zr, 
Dec.  19,  1756. 


M     A     Y. 

Was  holden,  at  Sion  Col-  n 
lege,  the  anniverfary  meeting 
of  the  London  clergy,  when  a  Latin 
fermun  was  preached  in  St.  Alph- 
age  Church,  by  their  prefident,  the 
Rev.  James  Waller,  D.D.  After 
which  the  following  gentlemen 
were  eledted  officers  for  the  year 
enfuing  :  the  Rev.  John  Douglas, 
D.  D.  prefident  ;  Peter  Whaliey, 
LL.  B.  and  William  Romaine, 
M.  A.  deans ;  Thomas  Weales, 
D.D.  Samuel  Carr,  M.  A.  George 
S  tin  ton  J 
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Stinton,  D. D.   and  Henry  Whit- 
field, D.  D.  affiftants. 

Dublin,  April  24.  Yefterday  be- 
ing quarter-day  of  the  guild  of 
merchants,  the  fuhjedl,  which  has 
lately  engaged  the  public  atten- 
tion, of  Portugal's  refufing  the 
entry  and  fale  of  Irilh  manufac- 
tures, received  a  full  inveltiga- 
tion.  In  the  courfe  of  a  long  de- 
bate, after  many  able  fpeakers  had 
expatiated  upon  the  fchemes  of 
fome  perfons  in  England,  to  render 
the  boafted  grant  of  a  {xtQ  trade  to 
Ireland  a  mere  nullity,  and  that 
the  Court  of  Portugal  had  adopt- 
ed this  injurious  partiality  of  re- 
fufing our  manufadtures  through 
their  artifice,  it  was  en  the  other 
hand  clearly  evinced,  that  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
the  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Eden  had  ta- 
ken, on  the  earliell  information,  the 
moft  adive  part  to  obtain  an  im- 
mediate remedy.  This  having  fully 
appeared  from  two  letters  of  Mr. 
Eden,  and  from  other  authorities, 
and  that  there  was  a  great  proba- 
bility of  their  endeavours  being 
crowned  with  the  wifhed-for  fuccefs, 
it  was  refolved,  that  the  thanks  of 
the  guild  fhould  be  prefented  to  his 
Excellency  the  Earl  of  Carlifle, 
and  to  the  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Eden, 
for  their  warm  and  earned  exertions 
in  favourof  the  commercial  interells 
of  Ireland. 

Triejle,  May  4.  There  is  a  plan 
here  on  foot  to  build  about  thirty 
veflels  againll  the  next  ipring,  in 
order  to  carry  on  a  trade  wi:n  all 
nations,  and  with  the  belligerent 
powers  und.  r  the  Auftrian  flag  ; 
great  advantages  are  expedled  from 
this  trade. 

g^j^        Yellerviay  the  Court  of  Ex- 
chequer gave  judgment  ia  the 
caufe,   wherein   MclLa.    Eyre   and 
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vStrahan,  his  majefty's  printers, 
were  plaintiffs,  and  Mr.  Carnan, 
bookfeller,  was  defendant.  The 
biJl  was  brought  againfl:  Mr.  Car- 
nan,  for  printing  the  Forta  of 
Prayer  appointed  to  be  ufed  oa 
the  General  Palt  day,  when  the 
exclufive  right  of  his  majefty's 
printers  to  print  the  faid  Form  of 
Prayer  was  fully  eftablifhed,  and 
a  decree  given  in  their  favour  with 
colls. 

Naples,  May  8.  Mount  Vefj- 
vius  has  been  very  quiet  for  a 
long  time,  but  the  mountain  call- 
ed I'omma,  not  very  fai  from  the 
former,  opened  la(l  month,  and 
the  lava  runs  very  violently.  No 
one  fulpedled  this  mountain  to 
contain  fo  much  combulhblc  mat- 
ter, nor  has  any  lava  iffued  from 
it  before  during  the  memory  of 
man. 

St.  'James' s.  This  day,  af-  , 
tey  the  levee.  Dr.  Brownlow  -^ 
North,  Bifhop  of  Worcefter,  kiffed 
his  majefty's  hand,  on  being  tran- 
flated  from  that  fee  to  the  Bifhop- 
rick  of  Winchefter.  As  did  Dr. 
Hurd,  Bi.Chop  of  Lichrield  and 
Coventry,  on  his  tra;iflation  to  the 
fee  of  VVorcefter. 

Yefterday  was  held  the 
anniverfary  meeting  of  the 
Sons  of  the  Clergy ;  at  which 
were  prefeat  the  right  honourable 
the  lord  mayor;  Ids  Grace  the 
Archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  prefi- 
dent,  the  right  honourable  the 
lord  chancellor.  Sir  John  Skyn- 
ner,  vice-prefidcnt,  his  Grace  the 
Archbilhop  of  York,  his  Grace 
""the  Lord  Primate  of  Ireland,  the 
Marquis  of  Cajmajthen,  the  Eirl 
of  liillftjorough,  their  lordfhlps 
the  Eifnops  of  Rochofter,  Bath 
and  V/fclls,  Litchfield  and  Coven- 
try, Dinger,  Cheiler,  Lincoln  and 
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St.  David's  ;  Lord  Coleraine ; 
Aldermen  Plomer,  Clarke,  ^^'ooI- 
ridge,  Fugh,  and  Kitchen;  She- 
rifts  Sainibury  and  Chrichton ; 
the  D*1ihs  of  Durham  and  Wind- 
sor, Sir  Thomas  Egerton,  Sir 
Jofhua  Reynolds,  Philip  Yorke, 
£fq;  with  many  of  the  clergy  and 
gentry.  The  fermon  was  preach- 
ed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Markham, 
Reaor  of  St.  Mary,  Whiie-chapel, 
from  Jeremiah  xlix.  ii.  *  Leave 
thy  fatherleis  children,  I  will  pre- 
ferve  them  alive,  and  let  thy  wi- 
dows truft  in  me.' 
Colleftion  at  St.  Paul's 

on  Tuefday  the   15th     1.      s.  d. 

inft.         —         —        2CO     5  6 
Ditto,  on  Thurfday  the 

17th         —        —        261    13  6 
Ditto,  at  Merchant  Tay- 

Jor's-hall     —    —       567     2  4 


Total  1029     I   4 


A  donation  of  fifty  pounds,  by 
the  late  Anne  Fox,  and  a  further 
f'jvn  of  24I.  7s.  lod.  being  the  half 
year's  dividend  on  the  fum  of 
1626I.  4s.  9d.  in  the  three  per  cent, 
confol.  bank  annuities,  purchafed 
with  the  legacy  of  the  late  Marga- 
ret Dortgworth,  made  a  part  of  the 
colleftion  at  the  hall. 

n.  A  general  court  cf  pro- 

prietors was  held  at  the 
Eaft  India  Houfe  in  Leadenhail- 
Ifreet,  in  order  'o  take  into  cou- 
fideration  the  propofitions  lubmit- 
ted  by  the  diredors  for  the  bafis 
of  an  agreement  between  govern- 
ment and  the  company,  when  fome 
new  matter  was  ftarted  that  will 
require  very  ferious  difcufTion.  It 
arofe  from  words  in  the  firft  pro- 
pofition,  that  all  the  company's 
prefent  chartered  privileges  Ihall 
be  preferved  entire,   fo  far  as  is 


confiftent  with  the  rights  of  the 
crown  ii7iii  leg'tjlature.  It  was  pro- 
pofed  to  leave  thefe  Lift  words  out ; 
and  Mr.  Rous  was  called  upon  for 
his  opinion,  who  made  no  fcruple 
to  delare  that  the  rights  of  the 
legiflature  were  no'vel  rights.  That 
the  rights  of  the  crown  were  dif- 
tin£l  ;  and  fo  Avere  thofe  of  the 
company  derived  froinn,  and  depen- 
dent on,  thofe  of  the  crown  ;  but  he 
ventured  to  give  a  decided  opinion 
that  the  law"  and  conftitution  knew 
of  no  rights  of  the  legifiature  inde- 
pendent of  the  known  privileges  of 
parliament,  which  had  nothing  to 
do  in  the  prefent  cafe.  The  words 
therefore  and  kgijlature  were  ftruck 
out. 

Lord  North  (the  whole  houfe 
being  in  a  committee)  moved,  that 
the  propofitions  of  the  general 
court  of  Eaft  India  proprietors  be 
laid  before  the  committee  ;  as 
follows  : 

*'  That  all  the  Eaft  India  com- 
pany's prefent  charter  rights  be 
preferved  to  them  entire,  fo  far  as 
is  confiltent  with  the  rights  of  the 
crown  ;  that  their  exclufive  trade 
be  prolonged  for  10  years  from 
March  i,  befides  the  three  years 
notice  to  be  given  according  to 
the  a£t  of  Geo.  II.  and  that,  in 
order  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power 
to  alleviate  the  public  burthen,  the 
dirciflors  are  impowered  to  pay 
into  the  Exchequer  600, cool,  ou 
condition  of  receiving  in  return 
bills  on  his  majefty's  Exchequer, 
which,  in  cafe  of  any  unexpefted 
exigences  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
pany, the  commifiioners  of  cul- 
toms  and  excife  ftiould  receive  as 
cafti  for  the  company's  accruing 
duties  ;  fuch  bills  not  to  bear  in- 
tereft,  or  to  be  brought  to  market 
like  other  bills." 

His 
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His  lorddup  rofe  and  declared 
hi';  difapprobation  of  the  faid  pro- 
pofitions,  moving  the  following  re- 
folution  at  the  fame  time  : 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  three-fourths  of 
the  furphis  of  the  net  profits  of 
the  Ealt-India  Company,  ever 
flnce  the  company's  bond  debt  was 
reduced  to  1,500,000!.  and  the 
company's  dividends  have  been 
8  per  cent,  per  ann.  belong  to  the 
public,  and  that  600, cool,  in  lieu 
thereof  be  paid  into  his  majelly's 
Exchequer  by  inftalments  at  fuch 
times  as  fhall  be  agreed  upon." 
This  produced  a  warm  debate,  but 
was  Hnally  carried  in  favour  of 
Lord  North. 

A  caufe  came  on  to  be  tried  be- 
fore Lord  Mansfield,  in  which 
Mr.  Wilfon  was  plaintiff,  and  Dr. 
Myerfbatch  (the  late  <voater  Doiior) 
was  defendant,  for  the  recovery  of 
200I.  'for  a  bill  of  exchange  re- 
turned from  Germany.  The  Dr. 
fo  long  ago  as  1779,  drew  a  bill 
to  his  own  order  on  a  perfon  in  an 
obfcure  place  near  Hamborough. 
This  bill  was  returned  protefted  ; 
and  the  defendant,  being  then 
abroad,  could  not  be  come  at  till 
laft  fummer,  when  the  adion  was 
brought.  He  fet  up  a  two-fold 
defence  ;  one,  that  he  had  no  va- 
lue for  the  bill ;  the  other,  that 
he  had  failed  to  give  notice  of 
non-payment  in  due  time,  and 
therefore  had  made  the  bill  his 
own.  But  both  pleas  failing,  the 
jury  gave  a  verdifl  for  the  whole 
fum,  with  intereil  and  cofls  of 
fuit. 

The  felons  and  deferters  con- 
fined in  the  Savoy  Prifbn  attempt- 
ed an  efcape,  by  undermining  and 
breaking  through  the  wall  ;  but 
being    difcovered,    two   rank    and 
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file  were  Rationed  in  the  prifon  to 
prevent  the  like  attempt  for  the 
future.  I'hefe  the  villains  fecur- 
ed,  made  themfeives  mailers  of 
their  arms,  and  made  a  defperate 
attempt  to  force  the  guard,  who 
were  obligeJ  to  fire  among  the  af- 
failants,  three  of  whom  were  killed, 
and  nine  wounded. 

Yederday  there  was  a  ge-  , 

neral  court  of  the  proprietors  ^^  '  * 
of  Eall-India  flock  at  their  houfe  in 
Leadenhall-flreet,  purfuant  to  ad- 
journment, for  the  final  determina- 
tion by  ballot  of  the  following 
queflion,  viz. 

"  That  this  court  doth  approve 
of  the  propofitions  read  and  amend- 
ed at  a  general  court  held  on  Mon- 
day the  2 1  ft,  to  be  offered  to  go- 
vernment as  the  bafis  of  an  agree- 
ment for  the  prolongation  of  the 
company's  exclufive  trade." 
For  the  queftion  -  256 
Againltit  -  -  32 
Died,  at  Whitbeck,  near 
Whitehaven,  Rich.  Harrifon,  well 
known  by  the  name  of  Tea-kettle 
Harrifon,  many  years  a  guide  over 
the  Sands  ;  the  fame  day  died  alfo 
his  wife,  and  his  daughter-in-law  ; 
and  the  next  day  his  fon  alfo  de- 
parted this  life. 

At  Snitterfield,  Warwickfhire, 
ihs  Rev,  Rich.  J  ago,  M.  A.  vicar 
of  that  place,  and  Redtor  of  Kim- 
cote,  .  Leicefterfhire.  Mr.  Jago 
was  author  of  "  Edge  Hill,"  a 
poem,  1767,  4to.  ;  of  "  The 
Blackbirds,"  a  beautiful  elegy  in 
the  Adventurer  (fee  Dr.  Johnfon's 
Life  of  Weft)  :  and  of  many  other 
ingenious  performances.  He  was 
the  intimate  friend  and  correfpond- 
ent  of  Mr.  Shenilone,  contempo- 
rary with  him  at  Oxford,  and  it 
is  believed  his  fchool- fellow.  He 
wrote  "  Labour  and  Genius,"  a 
[Jl/J  2  poem. 
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Poem,  4to.  1768;  took  the  de- 
gree of  M.  A.  July  9,  1738  ;  was 
of  Univerfity  College ;  was  the 
author  of  feveral  poems  in  the  4th 
and  5th  volumes  of  Dodfley's 
Poems  ;  and  publifhed  a  fermon, 
in  1755,  on  the  Caufes  of  Impeni- 
tence confidered,  preached  May  4, 
1755,  at  Harbury  in  Warwick- 
Ihire,  where  he  was  then  vicar,  on 
occafion  of  a  converfation  faid  to 
have  parted  between  one  of  the  in- 
habitants and  an  apparition  in  the 
church-yard  there. 

y//  Dublin,  in  the  66th  year  of 
his  age,  the  Right  Hon.  William 
Crofbie,  Earl  of  Glandore,  Vif. 
Crolbie,  of  Ardert,  and  Baron  of 
Branden,  one  of  his  majefty's  mort 
hon.  privy  council  of  Ireland.  In 
Nov.  1745,  ^^  married  Lady  Theo- 
dofia  Bligh,  fifter  of  the  prefent 
Earl  of  Darnley,  and  by  her,  who 
died  in  May  1777,  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  i^"^ 
one  fon  and  three  daughters.  His 
lordfhip  married  fecondly  the  relift 

of Ward,    Efq;  by  whom  he 

had  no  ifTue. 


JUNE. 

n  On  Wednefday  a  general 
court  was  held  at  the  Bank  of 
England,  when  the  proprietors 
were  informed,  that  government 
had  agreed  to  renew  the  charter 
of  the  governor  and  company  of 
the  Bank  of  England  (which  will 
expire  anno  1785)  for  25  years, 
on  condition  that  the  bank  ad- 
vances to  government  2, 000, cool. 
at  the  intereft  of  three  per  cent. 
per  aim.  to  be  paid  off  within 
three  years  out  of  the  finking 
fund. 

1         Saturday    19  prifoners  were 

•     '  tried  at  the  Old -Bailey,   one 
of:  wltoiu  was  capitally  convifted. 


viz.  Alicia  Hamilton,  for  ftealing 
four  filver  watches,  a  metal  watch*, 
and  a  coffee-pot  plated  with  fiher, 
the  property  of  Mr.  Ward,  in  his 
houfe  in  Hyde-lb-eet,  Bloomfbury. 
John  Macneal  and  William  Ridge- 
ly,  were  tried  for  ftealing  irom  an 
audlion  room,  lace  to  the  value  of 
2000I.  they  were  convidled  and  (en- 
tenced  to  the  ballalt-lighters.  Three 
other  prifoners  were  convifted  of 
grand  larceny,  and  the  remainder 
acquitted. 

The  feffjon  being  ended,  the  re- 
corder paffed  fentence  of  death  on 
14  capital  convids. 

The  feffion  of  the  peace  is  ad- 
journed to  the  14th  curt,  and  the 
feffion  of  gaol  delivery  to  the  i  ith 
of  July  next,  at  the  Old-Bailey. 

Paris,  June  5.  All  the  ihipf 
taken  belonging  to  Commodore 
Hotham's  fleet,  are,  by  order  of 
that  court,  come  into  Brelt  to  be 
fold,  and  a  great  number  of  pur- 
chafers  are  already  arrived  there. 
They  have  all  been  condemned  as 
good  prizes  except  one,  which  will 
be  rellored.  It  had  been  taloen  by 
an  E.nglifli  privateer,  who  had  put 
it  under  the  protedion  of  the  efcort 
of  the  St.  Eultatia  Heet.  The 
States  of  Holland  have  reclaimed 
nothing  on  this  occafion,  though  the 
contrary  appears  in  feveral  Dutch 
Gazettes  ;  iome  claims  have,  in- 
deed, been  made  by  bankers,  and 
a  icw  other  particulars,  whofe  pre- 
tenfions  have  not  been  admitted  by 
the  council  of  prizes.  They  have 
appealed  to  the  council  of  ftate, 
who  will  finally  fettle  the  difpute  in 
a  few  days. 

Copy  of  the  Sentence  of  a  General  Court 
Martial,  upon  the  Trial  of  Lieute- 
7ia?:t-Go-vcrnor  Corbet. 
"  The   court   having   duly 


confidered   and   weighed    the 


6th. 


«vidence 
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evidence  given  in  fupport  of  a 
charge  againft  the  prifoner,  Lieu- 
tenant-governor Mofes  Corbett, 
with  that  produced  by  him  in  his 
defence,  is  of  opinion,  that  he,  the 
faid  Moles  Corbett,  is  guilty  of  the 
whole  charge  exhibited  againft  him, 
and  doth  adjudge,  that  he  be  there- 
fore fuperfeded  in  his  commiffion  of 
Lieutenant-governor  of  the  ifland.  of 
Jerfey." 

Laft  week  a  court-martial 
was  held  at  Sheernefs,  on  the 
Captains  of  the  Ariadne,  Fury 
floop,  and  London  armed  fliip,  on 
a  charge  of  not  bearing  down  and 
engaging  three  French  privateers 
which  they  fell  in  with  laft  fum- 
mer,  and  which,  in  confequence, 
efcaped.  Capt.  Squires,  of  the 
Ariadne,  was  honourably  acquit- 
ted J  but  Captain  Agnew  of  the 
Fury,  and  Captain  Rains  of  the 
London,  were  fentenced  to  be 
broke. 

I  A  melancholy  accident 
"  '  happened  at  Liverpool.  The 
elded  ion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirk- 
patrick,  about  nine  years  old, 
died,  convulfed,  in  confequence 
of  eating  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  the  roots  of  hemlock-drop- 
wort,  millaking  them  for  the 
earth-nut,  the  flowers  having  fome 
refemblancc.  He,  with  four  other 
■boys  of  the  neighbourhood,  had 
colleded  a  number  of  theie  roots 
in  the  fields  adjoining  to  the  Leeds 
canal,  of  which  they  had  each  eat 
fome,  and  were  aft"e<^ed,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  quantity  taken, 
with  giddincfs  and  heavincfs.  One 
of  them  was,  befides,  feized  with 
twitchings  for  fome  hours  ;  but 
he,  as  well  as  the  others,  having 
been  made  to  vomit,  recovered. 
Though  emetics  were  given  in 
large   quantities  to  the  youth  who 


died,  yet  the  ftomach  partook  fo 
much  of  the  general  infenfibiiity, 
that  thcfe  produced  not  the  lealt 
efFeft,  and,  in  fpite  of  all  that 
could  be  done  to  five  him,  he 
died  in  about  four  hours.  So  fa- 
tally certain  is  the  effeft  of  the 
poifons  of  this  clafs,  whofe  im- 
mediate aftion  is  to  deftroy  the 
power  of  the  ftomach  to  expell 
them,  by  which  means  only  the 
mifchief  can  be  put  &  Hop  to  ;— 
whereas  many  mineral-poilbns  may 
be  decompofed  by  an  alcali  (as 
pot-afti)  and  even  the  danger 
from  drinking  fpirits  may  be  great- 
ly lefTened,  by  conveying  into  the 
ftomach  large  quantities  of  water 
to  dilute  tkem,  after  the  power  of 
vomiting,  as  well  as  of  fwallov/- 
ing,  is  loft.  [See,  on  this  j'ubjeSl, 
cur  fvdl.  far  laft  year  ;  and,  in  the 
London Meiiicaiy our nal,  ytily,  1 78 1, 
a  more  particular  account  of  this  ac- 
cident given  by  Dr.  HoulJIon  of  that 
,place.'\ 

Ojlind,  June  II.  The  evening 
of  the  15th  inft.  the  whole  city  was 
illuminated,  on  account  of  the  pub- 
lication of  the  placart,  by  which 
his  imperial  majefty  declares  this  to 
be  a  free  port. 

Captain  Moutray,  of  the  , 
Ramillics,  was  tried  by  a  ^  * 
court-martial,  held  on  board  one  of 
the  king's  fliips  on  the  Jamaica  fta- 
tion  juft  before  the  departure  of  that 
fleet ;  by  which  circumftance  they 
were  delayed  from  failing  for  feve- 
ral  days.  After  enquiring  into  all 
the  particulars  of  the  unfortunate 
capture  of  the  large  and  valuable 
outward-bound  fleet  under  his  con- 
voy, he  was,  by  the  fentence  of  the 
court,  fufpended. 

Brujftls,  "Jujie  14,  The  emperor 
arrived  here  about  i  \  o'clock  on 
Thurfday    night,     and    fince    that 

[A/J  ;>  time 
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time  has  been  almofl  continually 
employed  in  attending  to  the  pe- 
titions and  requells  of  his  people. 
On  Friday  he  law  only  two  or 
three  of  the  principal  miniliers. 
On  Saturday  he  received  the  public 
bodies,  and  yeilerday  and  this  day 
he  has  given  audience  to  every  one 
who  demanded  it.  It  is  not  mere- 
ly the  rich  and  the  noble  who  find 
admittance  to  the  imperial  pre- 
fence  ;  the  poor  of  every  denomi- 
nation are  received  with  equal 
grace  and  favour  ;  every  claimant 
has  the  privilege  of  telling  his  own 
ilory  in  his  own  way  to  the  father 
of  his  people,  who  receives  them 
all  unattended  by  a  fingle  perfon, 
and  lays  afide  every  form  which 
might  awe  the  modeli  and  the  hum- 
ble from  making  their  wants  or 
dillrefles  known  to  him. 

India  Hoiije.  yefrerday 
a  general  court  of  proprie- 
tors of  Ealt- India  ftcck,  was  held 
at  their  houfe  in  Leadenhall-flreet, 
to  determine  by  ballot  the  foilov/- 
ing  queftion,  viz.  *  That  this 
court  doth  approve  the  report  of 
the  committee  appointed  by  the 
general  court  on  the  loth  of  April 
laft,  to  enquire  into  the  chartered 
rights  of  the  company  laid  before 
the  general  court,  on  Thurfday 
the  7th  curt,  and  that  the  petition 
therein  mentioned  be  fairly  tran- 
fcribed,  and  fealed  with  the  com- 
pany's feal,  and  prefented  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.'  The  ballot- 
ing clofed  at  fix  o'clock,  and  at  fe- 
ven  the  fcrutineers  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

For  the  queftion  258 

Againil  it        —         127 
According    to    government   ac- 
counts,   the    number    of    prifoners 
exchanged  by  cartel  with  France 


15th. 


fince  the  commencement  of  the 
prefcnt  war,  is  44,000,  and  up- 
wards. 

Havcver,  June  15.  Since  the  re- 
turn of  Lieutenant-general  Faucitt 
from  London,  we  are  raifmg  two 
new  regiments  of  1000  men  eacb^ 
for  the  fervice  of  Great  Britaia. 

Copenhagen,  "June  16.  On  the 
7th  of  this  month  the  chamberlain 
Beringfchiold  was  conducted  to 
the  citadel  under  a  flrong  guard, 
and  confined  where  the  unfortunate 
Count  Brandt  was  ;  and  it  is  faid 
three  or  four  other  rooms  are  pre- 
paring for  different  prifoners  of 
flate.  As  to  the  crime  of  this  gen- 
tleman it  is  not  publicly  known, 
but  it  is  faid  by  fome  that  he  held 
an  illicit  correfpondence  with  the 
court  of  Stockholm  ;  whilft  others 
aflert,  that  he  endeavoured  to  ren- 
der the  prefent  miniflry  odious  in 
the  eyes  of  the  peafants,  in  order 
to  foment  a  fedition  among  them. 

Admiralty -ojfice,  June  19,  1 78 1. 
Extra8  of  a   Letter   from   Captai?! 

Fanlhaw,  cf  the  Eg?nc7it,  to  Mr. 

Stephens,  dated  at  tSea,  the  '^xft 

of  laji  Month. 

In  the  courfeof  our  voyage  from 
Jamaica,  the  Endymion  took  the 
French  fhip  le  Miirquis  de  la 
Fayette,  ■  Galletha,    Com- 

mander,  i2co  tons,  mounting  40 
guns  (pierced  for  60),  200  men, 
laden  with  arms  and  cloathing  on 
account  of  the  American  Congrefs, 
and  bound  to  Philadelphia,  after  a 
haidfome  running  adiou  of  about 
two  hours. 

Yefterday      a     court     of       ^  , 
common   ccuncu   was    held 
at  Guildhnll,  at   which  were  pre- 
f:?nt  the  lord    mayor,     four  alder- 
men,   the    two  fnerifFsj    Mr.    Re- 
corder, 
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corder,    and    a   great    number    of  croft  fpoke  in   extenuation   for  the 

commoners.  defer,  Jant.        Mr.     JulHce     Willes 

Mr.  Merry  moved,  that  the  ad-  pronounced  the  judgment.  He  faid, 

journed   motion  of   the   lall  court,  that  a  gentleman  of  the  defendant's 

'  That  the  refolution  of  the   2d   of  fundlion  to  employ  himfelf  in  pen- 

Oilober,  1780,  for  the  chamberlain  ning   paragraphs   againll  the   moft 

not    to  pay   the    then    lord   mayor  amiable  perfons  in  this  country  was 

any   more    than   the  fum   of  352I,  very  improper.  The  defendant  was 

19s.   as  the  balance  due  to  him   of  fentenced  to  he  in  the  culiodyof  the 

the  city's  ample  allowance  for  the  Marlhal  of  the  King's-Eench  pri- 

expences  of  his  mayoralty,  be  re-  fon  one  year. 

fcinded,'  be  now  agreed  to.  After  Bologna,  "June  29.  We  filll  con- 
a  very  long  debate,  in  wnich  the  tinue  to  feel  fnocks  of  earthquakes  ; 
old  arguments  were  recapitulated  at  vSt.  Donat  iJella  Carda,  the  cu- 
cn  bo'.h  fides,  the  quelHon  was  rate  and  113  people  were  cruihed, 
withdrawn  ;  and  another  motion  and  all  the  houfes  in  the  neigh- 
made,  •  That  loool.  be  paid  bouring  villages  deftrcyed  ;  feveral 
JJrackley  Kennet,  Efq;  in  lieu  of  thoufand  perfons  are  laid  to  have 
all  demands  he  may  have  on  this  perifhsd  by  thofe  fad  difallers,  and 
city  on  account  of  his  mayoralty  ;'  for  miles  together  nothing  but  ruins 
which  was  agreed  to.  are  to  be  feen. 

Florence,  jum  z^.  Several  fevere  Died,  fuddenly,  at  Brillol  Hot 
fhocks  of  an  earthquake  have  for  Wells,  Lady  Miller,  author  of 
fome  weeks  paft  done  great  mif-  **  Letters  from  Italy,  by  an  Eng- 
chief  in  many  parts  of  the  pope's  lifhwoman,"  and  of  other  more 
(late,  particularly  in  the  province  glorious  works  of  charity,  huma- 
of  Umbria ;  the  city  of  Cagli  was  nity,  and  goodnefs,  which  will 
totally  thrown  down,  and  many  remain  more  durable  monun:.ents 
people  were  buried  in  the  ruins,  of  her  virtues,  and  of  her  lofs. 
Jt  extended  on  the  other  part  to  Her  ladylfiip  died  about  the  mid- 
San  Sepolchro,  a  Town  in  Tuf-  die  period  of  life,  in  her  chair, 
cany,  where,  and  in  the  neigh-  and  without  a  groan.  The  weal- 
bourhood,  ic  caufed  great  damage,  thy  avd  the  indigent  will  have  equal 
In  the  laft  week  the  great  duke  ient  caufe  of  regret ;  for  ihe  did  not 
a  confidcrable  fum  to  the  relief  of  lludy  to  enlarge  and  multiply  the 
the  inhabitants,  who  had  Hed  into  elegant  entertainments  of  the 
the  country,  and  flill  live  in  wooden  former,  with  more  affiduity  than 
huts.  fhe  fought  occallon  to  adminirter 
Yeflerday  the  Rev.  Mr.  the  comforts  of  the  latter.  Ofthio 
Bate,  editor  of  a  morning  ihoufands  who  have  vifited  her 
paper,  furrendered  himfeif  in  the  villa,  near  Bath,  or  who  refide 
Court  of  King's-bench,  to  receive  near  its  vicinity,  can  witnefs.  Her 
judgment  for  the  infertion  of  a  li-  merits  excited  fome  envy,  but  her 
bcl  in  his  paper  againit:  the  Duke  heart  retained  not  the  fenfe  of  in- 
of  Richmond.  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  juries,  and  (he  was  not  more  eafy 
Peckhim  feverally  fpoke  to  the  of  accels,  than  of  conciliation, 
enormity  of  ihc  offence.  Mr.  Bear-  Few  perfons  in  the  county  cf  So- 

[iW]  4J.  merfet 
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merO't  could  be  lefs  fpared,  by  the 
for.s  ot  riches  or  property,  to  an 
early  tomb  ;  nor  will  any  be  more 
fmcerely  lamented  by  both. 

JULY. 

,  Ycilerdny  Mr.  Attorney- 
^  ■  general  moved  the  court  to 
pafs  (entence  upon  the  Jate  printer 
of  the  London  Courant,  on  the 
late  printer  of  the  Noon  Gazette, 
on  the  publifher  of  the  Morning 
HeralJ,  and  on  the  printer  of  the 
Gazetteer,  for  having  pablifhed 
a  libel  againll  the  Ruliian  anibaf- 
fador.  Mr.  Attorney  expatiated 
upon  the  enormity  of  the  libel, 
and  urged  the  court  to  pafs  fuch  a 
fentence  as  would  prevent  the  fur- 
ther abuie  of  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs. 

After  hearing  afndavits  of  the 
different  prifoncrs,  the  court  were 
pleafed  to  order,  that  the  original 
publifher  of  the  paragraph  in 
queftion  fhould  be  fined  one  hun- 
dred pounds,  imprifoned  for  a 
year,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his 
confinement  be  fct  on  the  pillory 
for  one  hour.  The  Noon  Gazette 
printer,  for  having  copied  the  pa- 
ragraph, was  fentenced  to  pay  a 
fine  of  lool.  and  a  year's  im- 
prifonment ;  and,  as  he  had  alfo 
publilhed  a  paragraph  next  day, 
juflifying  what  he  had  done,  he 
was  for  this  fecond  offence  ordered 
an  additional  fix  months  imprifon- 
ment,  and  to  fland  on  the  pillory. 
The  Morning  Herald  publillier  was 
ordered  to  pay  a  fine  of  lOol.  and 
to  be  imprifoned  a  year  ;  and  the 
printer  of  the  Gazetteer  (beii;g  a 
female)  was  fentenced  to  pay  50I, 
and  to  be  imprifoned  fix  months. 

,         Yeflerday    Mr.    Wheildon, 
**    '  publifher    of    the     Whitehall 


Evening  Pofl,  and  Mr.  Ayrcs, 
printer  of  the  Middlefex  Journal, 
were  ordered  to  attend  in  the  Court 
of  King's-bench,  for  the  publica- 
tion of  a  libel  againft  the  Ruffian 
ambaffador,  and  were  each  fen- 
tenced to  pay  a  fine  of  loul.  and 
fuiter  a  year's  iniprifonment. 

The  feffions  began  at  the  , 

Old-Bailey,  when  22  pri- 
foners  were  tried,  fevcn  of  whom 
were  capitally  convldled.  Nine 
were  convided  of  felony,  one  of 
petit  larceny,  and  five  were  ac- 
quitted. 

This    morning   came   on  , 

before  Judge  WiUes,  at  the  "^ 
Old-Bailey,  the  trial  of  Mr.  de 
la  Motte  for  high  treafon.  Mr. 
Lutterloh,  the  chief  evidence 
againit  the  prifoner,  fv.:ore  that 
he  had  been  employed  by  M.  de 
la  Motte  to  procure  for  the  French 
miniftry  the  moll  authentic  intel- 
ligence refpeding  our  naval  ope- 
rations, at  50  guineas  per  month, 
A  number  of  papers  found  in  Mr. 
Lutterloh's  garden  were  produced, 
and  proved  to  be  his  hand-writing, 
giving  an  exacl  detail  of  the  Hate 
of  our  docks,  the  failing  of  our 
fleets,  the  number  of  men  on  board 
each  fliip,  and  other  ufeful  infor- 
mation, which  had  been  obtained 
through  the  means  of  a  clerk  in 
one  of  the  public  offices  in  the 
naval  department.  Among  other 
circumftances  contained  in  thefe 
papers,  was  an  account  of  Go- 
vernor Johnftone's  intended  ope- 
rations. The  trial  lalled  13  hours, 
when  the  jury,  after  a  fhort  deli- 
beration, pronounced  the  prifoner 
Guilty,  when  fentence  was  imme- 
di;ite]y  pafTcd  upon  him,  *  To  be 
hanged  by  the  neck,  but  not  till 
dead  ;  then  to  be  cut  down,  aud 
his  bowels  taken   out    and    burnt 

before 
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before  his  face,  his  head  to  be 
taxen  off,  his  body  cut  into  four 
quarters,  and  to  be  at  his  majelly's 
difpofal.  The  prifoner  received  the 
aweful  doom  with  greai  tompoiure, 
but  inveighed  againft  Mr.  Lutterloh 
in  warm  terms. 

It  h  faid  that  in  the  lafl  war, 
he  was  colonel  uf  the  regiment  of 
Soubile,  and  behaved  on  feveral 
occafions  with  gallantry.  Upon 
the  conclufion  of  the  war  his  re- 
giment was  broke  ;  foon  after  which 
the  title  of  Baron  Decicham,  with 
an  hereditary  eftate,  devolved  to 
him.  Having  lived  beyond  the 
limits  of  his  fortune,  he  retired  to 
England  fome  few  years  fince, 
where  he  has  continued  to  refide 
till  the  commiflion  of  that  aft  which 
he  is  to  expiate  by  the  forfeit  of  his 
life. 

Kis  behaviour  throughout  the 
whole  of  this  trying  fccne,  exhi- 
bited a  combination  o^  .manlinefs, 
fieadinefs,  and  prefence  of  mir.d. 
He  appeared  at  the  fame  time  po- 
lite, condefccnding,  and  unaffe<5t- 
ed,  and,  we  prefume,  could  never 
have  flood  fo  firm  ar.d  ccllefted,  at 
i'o  awful  a  moment,  if,  while  he 
felt  himfelf  jultly  convidled  as  a 
traitor  to  the  Ihite  which  gave  him 
proicdion,  he  had  not  however 
miflakenly  felt  a  confcious  inno- 
cence within  his  own  breail,  that 
he  had  devoted  his  life  to  "the  fer- 
vice  of  his  country. 

The  Sheriffs  of  London  and 
Middlefex  having  received  M.  de- 
la  Motte,  on  Friday  morning, 
from  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower, 
and  being  dcfirous  that  he  ibould 
liave  every  poffiblc  comfort,  totk 
upon  themfelves  to  confine  him, 
on  Friday,  in  New-prifon,  Clcrk- 
enwell,  where  he  had  a  very  com- 
modious apartment,  and  was  at- 
tended by  one  of  the  under  llwriir?. 


who  fat  up  in  his  bed- chamber  all 
the  night,  and  who  brougl.c  him 
from  thence  on  Saturday  morning 
to  the  bar.  They  alfo  appl::'d  oa 
Friday,  by  letter,  to  Lo/d  Stor- 
mont,  refpecting  the  place  of  his 
confinement,  in  cafe  of  convidion, 
reprefenting  to  his  lordfhip,  that 
in  the  prefent  ruinous  Itute  of 
JMewgate,  there  was  no  apartment 
of  fafe  cuftody  in  that  jail,  except 
the  cells,  already  over -crowded 
with  capital  convifts,  and  that  the 
other  prifons  in  the  county  were 
not  properly  fubjeft  to  the  control 
of  the  fheriffs  ;  humbly  fubmitting 
to  his  lordlhip,  whether  it  might 
not  be  proper,  in  cafe  the  priibner 
fhould  be  convicted,  to  order  him  to 
be  re-committed  to  the  Tower.  His 
lordfliip,  in  a  few  hours,  leturned 
an  aniwer,  by  letter,  to  the  fheriffs, 
fi^nifying  to  them  his  majelly's 
pleafure  (in  conlcqucnce  of  their 
reprefentation)  that  Monf.  de  I2 
Motte,  if  convifted,  fliould  be  re- 
manded to  the  Tower,  and  dcfir- 
ing  that  they  would  give  imme- 
diate notice  to  one  of  the  principal 
fecretaj-iescf  llate  of  his  convidion, 
if  it  fhould  fo  happen,  that  the 
neceffary  direftions  might  be  given 
to  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower, 
to  receive  him  back  from  the  Pi^e- 
riffs,  into  his  cuftody.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this,  as  foon  as  ftntence 
was  pionounced,  the  fhcrif}i  dif- 
patched  cne  of  their  under  fheriffs 
to  the  fecretary  of  flate's  office, 
who,  in  little  more  than  an  hour, 
brought  back  an  ord  r  from  Lord 
Hil/borough,  in  Lord  Stormont's 
abfence,  to  the  Lieutenant  of  tlie 
Tower,  to  wiiich  place  M.  de  la 
IVIotte  was  conveyed  at  twelve 
o'clock  at  night,  by  Mr.  SherifF 
Chrichton,  accompanied  by  Sir 
Stanier  Portcn,  one  of  the  un- 
der fipcietaries  of  ilate,  who  hav- 
ing 
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ing  been  an  evidence  on  the  trial, 
was  necejTarily  attending  all  day  at 
the  Old-bailey,  and  at  the  re- 
quefl  of  the  fiieriff,  was  fo  oblig- 
ing as  to  accompany  him  to  the 
Tower,  to  remove  any  difficulties 
that  might  arite  concerning  the 
receiving  of  the  prifoner  at  that 
late  hour  of  the  night.  Mr.  De 
la  Motte  was  in  another  coach, 
attended  by  Mr.  Akerman,  who 
fays,  that  he  never  in  his  life  faw 
a  man  in  his  fituation  with  more 
becoming  firmnefs  and  fortitude  ; 
and  that  he  only  expreffed  the  fame 
v>-\(h  to  him  as  he  had  to  the 
fhcriffs,  that  his  diflblution  might 
be  immediate,  by  llrilcing  off  his 
head,  if  his  majefty  would  gra- 
cioufly  grant  him  that  indulgence. 
After  waiting  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  till  the  neceffary  direc- 
tions could  be  obtained  for  open- 
ing the  gates,  Mr.  ftieriif  Crich- 
tion  delivered  over,  and  took  leave 
of  the  prifoner,  who  expreffed  in 
the  warmeft  terms,  his  moft  grate- 
ful acknowledgment  to  Mr.  Sheriff 
Sainfbury  and  him,  for  their  polite 
attention  to  him  while  in  their 
cuftcdy;  and  particularly  for  the 
trouble  they  had  taken  in  obtain- 
ing an  order  for  his  being  fent 
back  to  the  Tower. 

Brufels,  July  17.  On  Tuefday 
laft,  the  loth  inft.  their  Royal 
Highneffes  the  Archduchcfs  and 
Duke  Albert  of  Sa::e  Tefchen  made 
their  firft  public  entry  into  this 
capital,  to  take  upon  them  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Auftrian  Nether- 
lands. Since  the  arrival  of  their 
royal  highneffes  at  Brufiels,  the 
mobility,  and  other  inhabitants  of 
the  place,  have  ufed  their  utmoft 
endeavours  to  manifeft  their  un- 
feioT.ed  jcy  and  attachment ;  and 
the  whole  caty  was  illuminated 
during  three  fuccefiive  evenings. 


The    Eaft-Idia    company  , 

have  received  advices  of  the  -^ 
fafe  arrival  of  the  following  (hips, 
which  failed  in  June,  1780,  at 
the  feveral  places  of  their  defli- 
nation,  viz.  Pigot,  Capt.  Mor- 
gan ;  Earl  of  Mansfield,  Capr. 
FraftT  ;  Glatton,  Captain  Cle- 
ments ;  Lord  Holland,  Capt.  Wil- 
liams ;  and  Vanfntart,  Captain 
Young,  at  China  :  Dartmouth, 
Capt.  rhompfon  ;  Neptune,  Capt. 
Scott ;  Belmont,  Capt.  Gamage  ; 
Grofvenor,  Captain  Coxon  ;  and 
Rochford,  Capt.  James  Todd,  at 
Coall  and  Bay  ;  and  Royal  Admi- 
ral, Hoddart,  at  Bombay. 

Pcrtf?no!ith,  July  21.  Yeflerday 
failed  with  a  fair  wind  the  follow- 
ing fhips  : 


Ships. 
Britannia 


Guns.     Commanders. 

5  Admiral  Darby 

'°°  I  Capt.  Bradley 

T)       ,  y^  /  Admiral  Rols 

Koyal  George  loo-^  ^    ^   t,  ^a^. 

■'  °  LCapt.  Bourmalter 


Viftory 

Duke 

Qneen 

Formidable 

Namur 

Ocean 

Union 

Foudroyant 

Alexander 

Courageux 

Cumberland 

Edgar 

Valiant 

Defence 

Inflexible 

Repuli'e 

Emerald 

Ambufcade 

Alarm 

Crocodile 

Narciflus 

Zebra 

Hai'py 

Furnace 

Firebrand 

Lightning 


100 
98 
98 

98 
90 
90 
90 
80 
74- 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
64 
64 
32 
32 
32 
24 

2-4 

16 


Hovvarth 

Sir  C.  Douglas 

Maitland 

Cleland 

Sawyer 

Ourry 

Dalrymple 

Jarvis 

Lord  Longford 

Lord  Mulgrave 

Peyton 

Elliott 

GaodallJ 

Cranfton 

Cotton 

Sir  Digby  Dent 

Marfhall 

Conway 

Cotton 

Kmg 

Edv.'ards 

Bourchier 


Fivelliips. 
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„  The  lateft  letters  from  alfo  the  titular  or  PopI(h  Arch- 
^  Turky  advife,  that  the  bifhop,  with  his  clergy,  togerher 
plague  has  broke  out  both  at  with  the  greateft  tenantry  in  Ire- 
Smyrna  and  Cairo.  land  ;  alfo  one  hundred  and  tv.e.ity 

DifDf  in  Cumberland,  Tho.  domeftics  drefTed  in  black,  and  a 
Wintrop,  a  farmer.  Though  not  numerous  train  of  old  men  and 
quite  80  years  of  age,  he  was  fol-  women  in  deep  mourning,  pen- 
lowed  to  the  grave  by  27  children,  fioners,  who  were  cloathcd  and 
74  grand -children,  and  13  gteat-  fed  by  the  humane  hand  of  this 
grand  children  ;  he  had  been  three  charitable  woman  ;  and  almoft  all 
times  married;  to  his  iiril  wife  be-  the  inhabitants  of  the  country 
fore  he  was  17.  round.     The    place   of    interment 

[n  the  county  of  Tipperary  in  of  that  antient  and  refpedtable  fa- 
Ireland,  iVIrs.  Mathew  ;  whole  fu-  mily  is  in  the  centre  of  Thomaf^ 
neral  exceeded  any  thing  of  the  town -park  (the  greateft  and  moft 
kind  ever  fcen  in  that  kingdom,  princely  demefne  in  this  kingdom), 
Befides  the  different  corps  of  Mr.  embowered  in  a  wood,  in  the  ce- 
Mathew's  volunteers,  who  came  metery  of  a  ruined  monaftery  ;  to 
upwards  of  20  miles  to  meet  the  this  there  is  no  road;  but  the 
body,  and  to  pay  the  laft  honour  peafantry  of  the  place,  unfolicit- 
fb  juftly  due  to  the  relpe^^ed  wife  ed,  and  of  their  own  free  motion, 
oi  their  efteemed  comm^-nder,  all  iince  the  death  of  their  much  loved 
the  nobility  and  gentry  of  the  and  lamented  miltrefs,  gravelled 
county  and  its  neighbourhood  a  read  through  the  park,  of  fome 
feemed  to  vie  with  each  other  miles  in  length  to  it,  and  over  the 
in  their  expreflions  of  forrow.  The  facred  fpot  where  her  remains 
aged,  the  young,  and  infant  tears  were  to  be  depofited,  erefled  with 
were  filed  for  the  death  of  this  pious  hands  a  rude  though  hand- 
beauteoui,  worthy,  and  accom-  fome  maafoleum.  The  prjcef- 
plilhed  woman.  Nor  was  this  tri-  fion,  which  extended  near  five 
bute  more  than  jultly  due  to  fo  miles,  being  arri'.ed  here,  his 
much  virtue  and  exalted  merit,  grace  the  archbifhop  performed 
One  hundred  and  fifty  mourning  tl'.e  funeral  fervice,  whofe  diftrefs 
coaches,  fifty-four  of  which  were  was  fo  vifible,  and  whofe  feelings 
drawn  by  fix  horfes,  with  a  great  were  fo  nicely  exprefled,  with  the 
number  of  fervants,  were  fent  by  circumllances  of  the  place,  the 
them  to  join  the  funeral  procciTion  ;  number,  and  the  unfeigned  for- 
and  when  it  arrived  within  a  few  row  of  thofc  who  afiilted,  added  an 
miles  of  the  place  of  interment,  awful  dignity  to  this  grand  and 
every  thing  was  arranged  in  me-  mournful  fcene.  Eight  noblemen 
lancholy  Itate  and  fnneral  order,  bore  the  pall  on  this  occafion.  The 
His  Grace  the  Archbilliop  of  Ca-  family  diflcntions,  which  for  a  cen- 
ihell,  drtfled  in  his  full  pontifi-  turv  have  divided  the  great  people 
cals,  with  his  mitre  on  his  head,  of  the  country,  feemed  to  be  biiried 
accompanied  by  a  long  train  of  his  with  the  body,  and  is  an  happy 
diocefan  clergy,  appeared,  and  prefage  of  fuccceding  days  of  peace 
joined  the  folemn  march,  as   did  and  harmony. 


AUGUST. 
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AUGUST. 

Lieut.  Macdougall,  of  his 
majelly's  cutler  Flying  Fifii, 
raptured  ofF  Whiiby  the  Maro 
Deur  privateer,  ot  34  fix  and  four 
pounders,  and  74  nnen,  belonging 
to  Dunkirk,  with  the  Icfs  of  one 
Etiran  killed  and  nine  wounded.  The 
enemy  had  lour  killed  and  ten 
wounckd.  The  Flying  Fifh  mounts 
12  carriage  guns  and  64  men. 

Mentz,.  Augiijl  6.  Our  eleflor 
has  obtained  the  pope's  permiffion 
to  abolifli  two  of  the  richeit  con- 
vents in  this  city,  and  the  bull, 
permitting  the  faid  fupprellion, 
contains  a  remaikable  exhortation 
to  the  Catholic  princes,  that  they 
will,  as  much  as  in  their  power, 
preverrt  the  Proteiianls  from  avail- 
ing tliemfKlves  of  the  abolition  of 
religious  houfes  in  favour  of  their 
lichifm, 

F(»-titudc,  at  Sua,  ^ug.  7,  1781. 

The  admiral  defires  the  captains 
of  his  iTiajeity's  iLips  who  were  in 
the  line  on  the  *  5th  to  accept 
and  communicate  to  the  oSicers 
and  fer.men  of  the  fliips  they  com- 
manded, his  thanks  and  perfeft 
approbation  of  their  good  conduct 
and  bravery  fliown  on  that  day. 

H.  Parker. 
On  Thurfday  came  oji 
before  the  lord  chancellor, 
at  Lincoln's-inn-hall,  the  hearing 
of  a  petiuon  from  a  young  gen- 
ileman,  entitled,  when  of  age, 
to  an  eilate  of  600I.  a  year,  be- 
iides  confiderable  perfonal  effeds, 
jcomplaining  of  a  psrfon  having 
cut  down  timber  upon  the  eftate  to 
the  value  of  800I.  and  requefling 
his  lordship  to  order  the  payment 
p'l  thb  money   into  the   Court  of 


icth. 


Chancery.  The  foHcitor-gcneral 
made  fomc  remarks  on  the  con- 
duct of  the  perfon.  Mr.  Price,  oss 
the  part  of  the  perfon,  iaid  he 
hoped  his  lordfhip  would  permit 
his  client  to  deduft  about  400 1, 
which  he  had  expended  in  the 
education  of  the  young  gentle- 
man, and  alfo  Hood  engaged  by 
contraft  for  further  fums  to  his 
fchoolmafter ;  but  the  lord  chan- 
cellor faid.  No :  the  prefcnt  ap- 
plication was  confined  only  to  the 
Hool.  and  every  fhilling  of  that 
money  his  lordlhip  ordered  into 
court. 

iVhiiehall.  I  etters  were  this  day 
received  from  Peter  Chcfter,  Efq; 
late  Governor  of  Weil  Florida, 
gi'  ing  an  account  of  the  furrender 
of  that  province  to  the  arms  of 
Spain.  That  the  garrifon  was 
obliged  to  capitulate  on  the  8th 
of  May,  and  the  articles  were 
figned  on  the  9th,  by  which  the 
Bri  ifh  troops,  &c.  were  allowed 
to  march  out  with  the  honours  &£ 
war,  to  be  conduded  to  one  of 
the  ports  belonging  to  (ireat  Bri- 
tain, the  port  of  St.  Auguftine  and 
the  ifland  of  Jamaica  only  except- 
ed ;  and  not  to  ferve  again  11  Spain 
or  her  allies  until  properly  ex- 
changed. 

Hague,  Sept.  14.  The  Prince 
Stadtholder  returned  yefierday  from 
the  Texel  to  the  Maijhn  de  Bois  at 
two  o'clock  in  the  morning.  We 
have  learned  the  following  parti- 
culars refpeding  his  voyage,  which 
are  too  interelting  to  be  pafled 
over  in  filence.  His  ferene  high- 
nefs  was  accompanied  by  his  cham- 
berlains Baron  de  Kell,  and  the 
Comte  de  Heiden,  and  General 
Stocken.     He  was  received  at  th« 


Helder 


CHRONICLE. 


[189 


Helder  on  the  8th,  by  the  Baron 
de  Boetzclaer,  deputy  from  the 
body  of  the  noDies  of  the  province 
of  Holland  to  the  admiralty  at 
Amfterdam,  and  by  Mr.  Boreel, 
adiocate-fiical,  to  the  admiralty, 
and  the  principal  naval  offtcers  who 
were  at  anchor  in  the  Texel.  The 
prince  entered  a  Hoop  wiih  Admi- 
rti  Hartfink,  and  failed  for  the 
man  of  vk'ar  L'Admiral  General, 
where  he  held  a  council  of  war, 
the  iffue  of  which  was,  to  give  or- 
ders for  difpatching  the  Ajax  cut- 
ter, and  le  Dauphin,  to  recon- 
Bohre.  Orders  were  alfo  given 
for  the  Jafon  and  la  Bellone  fri- 
gates, of  3.6  guns  each,  being  fta- 
tioned  at  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
bour. On  the  loth,  the  Ajax 
reported,  having  feen  five  Eng- 
li(h  men  of  war,  and  a  cutter  ; 
and  they  foon  after  came  within 
view  of  the  port,  upon  which  le 
Sud  Baveland  of  64  guns,  was  dif- 
patched  to  reinforce  la  Jafon,  and 
la  Bellone.  Towards  evening,  our 
ihips  and  thofe  belonging  to  the 
Englifli,  beiag  within  fight  of 
each  other.  Rear  -  admiral  Van 
Braani,  to  whom  his  ferene  high- 
refb  had  given  the  command  of  the 
fleet,  gave  the  fignal  for  weighing 
anchor  ;  on  the  i  ith  the  whola 
fleet  fet  fail,  and  was  to  be  joined 
by  the  {hips  in  the  Vlie,  with  our 
merchantmen  that  were  bound  for 
the  Baltic ;  and  as  the  Meufe  di- 
vifion  had  put  to  fea  on  the  loth 
at  fix  in  the  evening,  it  is  proba- 
ble that  it  is  reinforced  by  this 
time,  or  at  leafl,  that  it  fbon  will 
be. 

1  St.  James's.  The  king  and 

^  '  the  Prince  of  Wales  embark- 
ed at  Greenwich  in  different  yatchs, 
and  proceeding  down  the  river 
were  faluted  as  they  paffed  Wool- 


wich Warren,  by  the  lliips  io 
Long  Reach,  and  by  Tilbury  ani 
Gravefend  forts,  and  about  four 
in  the  afternoon  anchored  in  Sea 
Reach. 

The  yachts  got  under  _  , 
way  at  five  in  the  morning,  ^^^"' 
and  arrived  at  Bkckllakes  about 
ninie.;,  went  on  fhore,  and  rifited  the 
dock-yard  and  new  fortifications. 
About  12  they  left  the  yard  and  re- 
turrwd  to  the  Nore,  where  they  were 
faluted  by  Vice-adm.  Parker  and 
his  fquadron,  who  were  that  mo- 
ment come  to  an  anchor.  The 
vice-admiral  had  the  honour  of 
dining  with  his  majefty ;  and  m 
the  evening  the  king  and  the 
prince  went  on  board  the  Forti^ 
tude,  in  which  Ihip  the  admiral's 
flag  was  flying.  The  royal  ftand- 
ard  was  hoifted,  and  the  whole 
fleet  faluted  with  21  guns  eacli. 
Hio  majefty  fcon  after  retired  iara 
the  great  cabbin,  where  the  cap- 
tains and  officers  of  the  fquadroa 
were  gracioufly  received,  and  fcai 
the  honour  to  kifs  his  majefly's 
hand.  His  majefly  and  the  prince, 
after  vifiting  the  fcveral  parts  of 
tlie  fliip,  returned  to  their  yachts, 
apjd  failed  for  Ch-atham,  where 
they  arrived  319  next  day. 

This  day  an  ex}>refs   arrived    ^„  , 
at  tiie  admiralty  from  Admiral    ^ 
Darby,  with  an  account  of  his  fafe  ar- 
rival, with   the   following  (hips  under 
his    command,    off   Torbay,    from    1 
cruife. 

ShipSi         Guns.     Commanders. 

p  .        -  C  Vice  Ad.  Darby 

Britannia  ioo-{>-,     ,   t>  A 

I  Capt.  iiourmauer 

Rayal  George  100  Bradley 

Viflory  ICO  Howarth 

Q^ieen  98  Mai:lar.d 

Duke  98  Sir  C.  Douglas 

Fornudable  98  Sianton 

Namur  90  Sawyer 

Oceun  90  Ourry 

Ui.ija 
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Union  90  Dalrymple 

Foudioyant  So  Jervis 

!Maillx)iough  74.  Penny 

Coiirageux  74.  Lord  Mulgrave 

Valiant  74.  Goodall 

Defence  74.  Cranfton 

Cumberland  74  Peyton 

Arrogant  74.  Cornirti 

Conqueror  74  Balfour 

Alexander  74.  Lord  Longford 

Hercules  74  Brilbar.e 

Edgar  74  Bofton 

RepuHe  64  Sir  Digby  Dent 

Inflexible  64  Cotton 

Medvvay  60  Hammond 

Tv/elve   large  frigates,   fix   of   which 
mount  36  guns,  and  fix  fire-fliips. 

Glouccjicr,  Aug.  20.  A  neat  marble 
monument  has  been  lately  erefted  in 
our  cathedral,  to  the  memory  of  Dr. 
W^arburton,  late  bifliop  of  this  dio- 
cefe,  upon  which  appears  the  following 
inlcription ; 

To  the  memory  of 

WILLIAM  WARBUR'TON,  D.  D. 

For  more  than  xix  years  BisHOP  of  this 

See. 

A  Prelate 

Of  the  moft  fublime  Genius,  and  ex- 

quifite  Learning. 

Both  which  Talents 

He  employed,  through  a  long  Life, 

In  the  fupport 

Of,  what  he  firmlv  believed, 

The  CHRISTIAN  RELIGION ; 

And 

Of  what  he  efteemed  the  bed  eftabliih- 

ment  of  it, 

The  CHURCH  of  ENGLAND  ; 

He  was  born  at  Newark,  upon  Trent, 

Dec.  24.  1698. 
Was  confecrateti  Bishop  of  Gloucefter, 

Jan.  20,   1760. 
Died  at  his  Palace,  in  this  City,  June 

7. 1779- 
And  was  burled  near  this  Place. 
Bene-.uh  the  Entablatm-e  is  the  head 
ef  the  billiop  in  a  medallion. 

Died,  in  Liquorpond  -  ftreetj 
Either  Davies,  aged  103.  She 
had  fubfilled  by  charity  above  30 
years,  and  hoarded  near  one  hun- 


5 


dred  and  fixty  pounds,  which  were 
found  in  her  lodgings. 

At  Carrickfergus,  Patrick  Blak- 
eney,  El'q;  aged  104,  formerly  a 
captain  in  the  army,  and  ferved 
under  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

On  Windforforeft,  John  Arm- 
ftrong,  aged  99  years,  who  had  been 
a  wood-cutter  on  that  foreft  in  the 
reign  of  three  kings. 


SEPTEMBER. 

Conftantlnople,  Sept.  I.  The  trou- 
bles which  prevail  in  Egypt  oblige 
the  Porte  to  fend  a  confiderabje 
army  thither.  A  revolt  is  alfo 
broke  out  in  Romelia,  principally 
in  the  diftrift  of  Kiikilick  ;  and 
the  commandants  who  were  fent 
thither  to  punilh  the  mutineers, 
have  been  maffacred  by  them,  as 
well  as  the  greatell  part  of  the  fol- 
diers  under  their  command. 

This  day  at  noon  the  lord  mayor 
held  a  wardmote  in  the  veftry  of 
St.  Mary-le-Bow  Church,  Cheap- 
fide,  for  the  eledlion  of  an  Alder- 
man of  Cordwainer's  ward  in  the 
room  of  the  late  Alderman  Hay  ley, 
deceafed. 

Two  candidates  only  offered, 
viz.  William  Pickett,  Efq;  citi- 
zen and  gcldfmith,  and  Barnard 
Turner,  Efq;  captain  of  the  city 
afibciation  ;  both  thefe  gentlemen 
addrcffed  the  affembly  in  the  ufual 
manner. 

Upon  the  fhow  of  hands,  which 
were  held  up  twice,  to  prevent 
miilake,  the  lord  mayor  declared 
the  majority  to  be  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Turner,  but  a  poll  was  de- 
manded by  the  friends  of  Mr. 
Pickett  ;  however,  Mr.  Pickett 
foon  after  thought  proper  to  re- 
linquilh  the  contelt,  in    a    hand- 

fome 
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fome  fpeech,  expreflive  of  his  high 
opinion  of  Mr.  Turner,  and  vvifh- 
ing  him  health  to  enjoy  the  gown. 

Yefterday  afternoon,  about 
^  '  five  o'clock,  a  dilturbance 
broke  out  in  New-prifon,  Clerk- 
enwell,  which  has  been  fome  time 
expecled,  on  account  of  the  great 
number  of  priloners  confined  there, 
(upwards  of  200)  there  being  no 
part  of  Newgate  tenable  but  the 
condemned  cells.  Several  magi- 
ftrates  aHembled  on  Saturday,  and 
took  every  precaution  in  their 
power.  A  woman  brought  a 
hanger  concealed  into  the  prifon, 
with  which  the  ringleader  armed 
himfelf,  rufhed  between  the  gates, 
and  attacked  the  Turnkey,  but 
was  fortunately  feized,  and  fe- 
verely  wounded  in  the  Itruggle  : 
the  moft  aftive  of  the  priloners 
had  in  the  mean  time  forced  the 
others,  with  drawn  knives,  to 
join  them  in  a  general  attempt  to 
force  open  the  gates ;  but  the 
fentinels  being  now  alarmed,  a 
ferjeant's  guard,  which  attends 
the  prifon,  turned  out,  and  fired 
about  fifty  fhot  into  the  prifon- 
yard,  by  which  three  prifoners  were 
kiUeJ,  and  twelve  wounded  :  the 
prifoners  then  fubmitted,  and  were 
properly  fecured. 

'I'he  ringleader  in  the  above  riot 

was Trentham,     who    had 

got  his  irons  entirely  off;  the  fe- 
cond  was  one  Lee,  committed  for 
coinings  whofe  irons  were  fawed 
fo  nearly  through,  that  a  iliorht 
touch  with  the  fingers  would  have 
broke  them  afunder  ;  and  the  third 
was  a  man  for  houle-breaking. 
Thcfe  th:-e  were  killed. 

Ha^ue,  Sept.  I'i.  WeareafTured 
that  the  Dutch  fquadron,  which 
put  to  Tea  to  efcort  the  trade  to  the 
Bakick,  is  returned  into  port,  by 


order  of  the  court,  who  feared 
they  would  not  be  ftrong  enough 
to  refill  the  Englifh  forces,  now 
the  combined  fleets  have  finifhed 
their  cruize.  One  of  the  faii 
Dutch  fleet,  called  the  Prince 
Willem,  of  74.  guns,  by  the  ig- 
norance of  the  pilot,  ftruck  a 
fand-bank,  near  the  Helder,  and 
is  totally  loll,  but  the  cie.v  are 
faved. 

Yefterday     the     felTions  , 

ended  at  the  Old-Bailey,  "  ' 
when  22  capital  convids  received 
judgment  of  death. 

The  Recorder,  when  he  pafl*ed 
fentence  on  the  above-mentioned 
22  capital  convids,  remarked,  that 
the  number  of  offenders  every  ic(- 
fions  Ihewed  fo  much  the  incrcafe 
of  vice,  th:it  he  was  afraid  it  would 
become  neceiTary  to  withhold  mer- 
cy, by  way  of  deterring  in  the 
utmoft  degree  the  repetition  of 
thofe  daring  robberies  which  had 
lately  alarmed  the  metropolis  : 
he  faid  the  experiment  had  been 
tried  with  fuccefs,  at  a  time  like 
the  prefent,  v/hen  the  town  a- 
bounded  with  defperadoes,  to  con- 
demn all  to  their  fentence,  and  he 
did  apprehend  the  dreadful  tria! 
would  be  renewed.  Hs  therefore 
advifcd  the  convicts  to  a  ferious 
and  unfeigned  repentance. 

The  following  Eaft-Indiamen  are 
taken  up  by  the  company,  in  addition 
to  thofe  already  intended  to  be  em- 
ployed in  their  fervice  the  f^iilow- 
ing  feafon,  which  will  make  in  all 
twenty-feven  fail  : 

Bute,  Britilh  King, 

Ankerwyke,     Europa, 

Shrewfbury,      Godfrey, 

Talbot,  Royal  George. 

Gatton, 
Every  Eaft-Indiaman  which  goes 
out    thi*  enfuing   fca.^on  will  take 
a  q^uota 
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a  quota  of  foldiers  for  the  fervice 
of    the    company,     amounting    to 
260    for   each  fliip.     As    27    fhips 
arc  in  the  whole  to  fail,  this  will 
coaltitute  all  together,  an  army  of 
6020    men.      7'hefe   foldiers    will 
fill    the   ihips  fo   completely,    that 
an  order  has  been  given,  that  no 
ladies  fhall   be  received  on  board 
as  pafiengers,  which  is  a  very  un- 
ufual    prohibition.      The    captains 
of  the  different  vefiels  have  been 
alfo  abridged  in  their  privilege  of 
private    quantity  ;    the    eUabliflied 
weight  which  they  have  been  per- 
mitted   to    carry,    for   years  back, 
en  their  own  account,  having  been 
fii'ty-fix  ton,  and  it  is  new  reduced 
to    eighteen,    for    the    conveyance 
of  the  foldiers;  but  as  a  compen- 
fatioii    for    this   diminution  in  the 
quantity,  they  hive  been   permit- 
ted   to    carry    copper,    which    was 
previoufly    prohibited  ;     and    this 
article    bears  fo    high    a   value    in 
India,  that  it  is  thought  the  eigh- 
teen   ton  of  that    freight   will    be 
equal  in  profit  to  the  56  tons  of  any 
other  materials. 

J  A  general  meeting  of  the 

proprietors  of  bank  ftcck, 
agreeably  to  advertifement  in  the 
Gazette  for  that  purpofe,  was  held 
at  the  great  room  in  the  bank  on 
Wednefday  laft,  to  determine  by 
ballot  the  following  queflion  :  *  if 
it  was  the  fenfe  of  the  proprietors 
to  increafe  their  dividend  one  half 
per  cent.'  which  was  carried,  fo 
that  it  will  now  be  fix  per  cent. 
— -  Thurfday  the  faid  proprietors 
had  a  general  meeting  in  order  to 
confirm  the  ballot  of  the  preced- 
ing day,  and  alfo  to  make  a  call 
of  eight  per  cent,  on  the  capital 
flock  of  the  company,  which  was 
agreed  to,  aad  to  be  paid  in  as 
under — 


—  I  per  cent,  the  19th  of  0£t. 
2  per  cent,  the  20th  of  Dec. 

2  per  cent,  the  17th  Jan. 

3  per  cent,  the  15th  of  Feb. 

8  per  cent,  which  will  make 
an  increafe  to  their  capital  Hock 
of 

862,400 

10,780,000  former  capital. 


23d. 


11,642,400/.  their  capital  flock 
now.  So  that  the  intereft  at  6  per 
cent,  will  be  698,544!.  per  an- 
num. 

Yefterday    came    on     at 
Guildhall  the  eleftion  of  a 
reprefentative    in    parliament    for 
this  city,  in   the  room  of  George 
Hayley,  Efq;  deceafed.     The  two 
candidates   were   the    lord    mayor 
and  Alderman  Clark.     The  court 
being     opened     by    the     common 
cryer,    the    recorder  and   city   re- 
membrancer came  forward  on  the 
huftings,    and    acquainted  the    li- 
very with  the  bufinefs  of  the  day. 
After    the   ufual   ceremonies    were 
obferved,  the  two  candidates  were 
put   in    nomination  ;    and   on    the 
fhew  of  hands,  the  fheriffs  were  of 
opinion    the  choice  had   fallen  on 
the  lord  mayor,  but  to  remove  all 
doubt  they  were  put  up  a  fecond 
time,    when    the    fhew   appearing 
greatly  in  favour  of  tne  lord  mayor, 
his    lordfhip    was     declared     duly 
elefted.     He   addrefled    the   livery 
in  a  fpeech  of  fome  length,  thank- 
ing them  for  the  honour  they  had 
conferred  on    him,   and    promifiug 
to  exert  his  utmofl  endeavours  on 
every  occafion  to  fupport  the  con- 
llitution   of  his   country,    and   the 
rights  and  privileges  of  his  fellow 
citizens.       Mr.    Alderman    Clark 
alfo  fpoke  a  few  words  on  the  oc- 
lion.      A  poll  was   then  demand- 
ed 
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ed  in  favour  of  Alderman  Clark, 
which  began  at  three  o'clock  and 
clofed  at  five. 

Died,  at  Rotterdam,  one  Rich- 
ard Solomons,  aged  no  years. 

In  St.  John's-llrect,  Thomas 
Thcebridge,  who  had  by  his  wife 
thirty-fix  children,  all  Lorn  alive, 
twelve  of  whom  are  now  living. 
He  was  fifty  years  painter  to  the 
Charter-houie. 


Ill 


O  C  T  O  B  E  R. 

On     Saturday    a   common 
hall  was  convened,  according 
to  the  annual  cullom  on  Michael- 
mas-day, to  eleft  a  lord  mayor  for 
the  enluing  year.     The  poll  for   a 
member  of  parliament,    then  car- 
rying on,   was  accordingly  adjourn- 
ed by  proclamation,  at  one  o'clock, 
and  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen, 
with   their   attendants,  being   feat- 
ed,  the  recorder  declared  the  pur- 
pofe   of    the   meeting    in    a    fhort 
fpeech.     He   faid,    that    "   though 
he  was  happy  at  all  times  to  have 
an    occafion    of  addrefiing  himfelf 
to  the  livery  whom  he  fo  much  re- 
fpefted,  he   did    not   think   proper 
to  interrupt  the  bufinefs  in  which 
they    were    at     prefent    engaged, 
longer  than    it  was    neceffary,    by 
any   fpeech   of    his.       They    well 
knew  the  purpofe   for  which    they 
were   convened,    and    the   import- 
ance of  it,  namely,  to  eleft  a  lord 
mayor    for   the    enfuing   year,    as 
chief  magiftrate  of  the  firll  city  in 
the  world ;  and   from  the  prudent 
choice   they   had  been   accullomed 
to  make  in  former  years,  he  doubt- 
ed not   that    they  would   make   as 
wife  an  eleftion  of  a  proper  pcrfon 
at  prefent." 
Voi..  XXI V^ 


The  lord  mayor  and  aldermea 
then  returned  to  the  council  cham- 
ber, and  the  fheritFs  remained  on 
the  huttings  to  nominate  the  fe- 
veral  aldermen  who  had  fervtd  the 
office  of  fherifF,  for  the  livery  to 
return  two,  according  to  the  cuf- 
tom  oi"  the  city,  whofe  names  are 
immediacely  to  be  carried  by  the 
(herilfs  to  the  court  of  aldermen, 
who  fcratch  for  which  of  the  names 
they  approve. 

The  greateft  Ihew  of  hands  ap- 
peared for  Mr.  Alderman  Plomer, 
The  appearance  was  doubtful  be- 
tween Mr,  Alderman  Peckhara 
and  Mr.  Alderman  Ncvvnham, 
who  were  next  in  number  ;  but, 
upon  a  fecond  fhew  of  hands  be- 
ing demanded  by  the  IherifFs,  it 
was  decifive  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Newnham. 

The  aldermen  foon  returned 
from  the  council  chamber,  and  it 
was  announced,  that  the  election 
had  fallen  upon  Mr.  Plomer,  who 
then  came  forward,  and  fpoke  to 
the  following  purport : 

*'  Give  me  leave  to  return  yoir 
my  thanks  for  the  fhare  you  have 
had  in  eledling  me  to  an  office  fo 
honourable  and  fo  important  ;  it 
fhall  be  my  endeavour  to  merit 
your  approbation,  and  to  promote 
the  happinefs  of  my  fellow-citi- 
zens. 

"  I  hope  to  be  favoured  with 
your  advice  and  alTillance,  when- 
ever it  (liall  be  neceffary  for  me  to 
call  you  together  ;  it  will  give  me 
great  pleafure  to  aft  in  conjunc- 
tion with  you,  gentlemen,  who 
I  am  certain  will  not  miilead  me  ; 
it  is  my  defire  alfo  to  live  friendly 
and  upon  good  turms,  not  only 
with  every  member  of  the  court, 
but  likewife  with  all  perfoi?s  what- 
foever." 

[A']  The 
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Tlie  poll  for  member  of  parlia- 
ment  was  then  relumed. 

At  the  final  cloi'e  of  the  poll  on 
Saturday  at  four  o'clock,  for  a 
member  to  reprefent  this  city  in 
parliament,  the  numbers  \vere> 
for  Sir  Watkin  Lewes  2685  ;  for 
Mr.  Alderman  Clark  23S7  ;  ma- 
jority for  Sir  W'atkin  Lewes  29S. 

Sir  Watkin  Lewes  then  came 
forward  on  the  hullings,  and  thank- 
ed the  livery  for  this  fignal  mark 
cf  their  approbation,  afTuring 
them,  that  on  his  part  nothing 
fhoiild  be  wanting  to  utpport  the 
principles  which  he  had  always 
maintained,  and  to  merit  the  ho- 
nour conferred  on  him.  An  uni- 
formity of  condudt  he  would  en- 
deavour always  to  preferve,  and 
no  influence  lliould  ever  bribe  him 
to  defert  the  caufe  in  which  he  had 
engaged,  or  betray  the  truft  his 
fellow  citizens  had  repofed  in  him. 
Alderman  Clark  made  a  Ihort 
fpecch,  thanking  his  friends  for 
the  ailiitance  they  had  given  him 
during  the  poll.  Alderman  Wool- 
dridge  attempted  to  fpeak,  but  the 
noife  was  fo  great  that  be  could 
not  be  heard. 

Cadiz,  OSl.  2.  Advices  have 
been  received  which  confirm  the 
account  tiiat  the  revolt  at  Peru 
had  entirely  fubfided  ;  that  Tupac 
Amora,  the  kader  of  the  revolters, 
had  been  taken,  and  with  his  fa- 
mily, and  the  principal  ofhcers, 
fent  to  Cufco.  Don  Jofeph  de 
Vella,  the  Spanifh  general,  on 
entering  Tupac's  capital,  ordered 
18  of  the  revolters  to  be  imme- 
diately hanged.  Six  pieces  of 
cannon,  fix  cherts  of  money,  alfo 
a  large  quantity  of  arms,  powder, 
and  ammunition,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  Don  Jofeph,  together 
witii  two  packets  of  papers,  con- 
t 


taining  the  correfpondence  main- 
tained by  the  revolters,  which 
will  afFord  an  infight  into  the  pro* 
motcrs  and  concealed  abettors  of 
this  rebellion. 

Turin,  On.  3.  On  the  29tll 
pad  her  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Princefs  Carolina,  fourth  daugh- 
ter of  the  King  of  Sardinia,  was 
married  to  his  Serene  Highnefs 
Prince  Anthony,  brother  to  the 
Eleiitor  of  Saxony.  His  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Piedmont, 
was  proxy  upon  this  occafion.  A 
few  hours  after  the  ceremony, 
the  eledior's  ambalTador  extraor- 
dinary fetout  for  Augfburgh,  where 
he  will  wait  to  receive  the  prin- 
cefs, and  conduft  her  to  Drefdcn. 
Her  royal  highnefs  went  from 
Moncallier  the  next  day,  and  was 
accompanied  as  far  as  Vercelli  by 
the  King  and  Q^een  of  Sardinia, 
and  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of 
Piedmont  ;  and  yefterday  their 
majefties,  wi.h  their  royal  hlgh- 
nelTes,    returned  to  Moncallier. 

EdinbKrgh,  Ga.  6.  On  Monday 
laft  fome  trials  were  made  of  the 
hundred  pounder  carronade  lately 
mounted  on  the  battery  at  Leith ; 
a  gentleman  who  was  prefent  in- 
forms us,  that  the  gun,  being 
loaded  with  1 1  pounds  of  powder, 
and  elevated  to  15  degiees;  threw 
its  fhot  about  two  miles  into  the 
fea  ;  and,  by  way  of  comparativie 
trial  with  one  of  the  24  poundgr 
guns  belonging  to  the  battery,  a 
fhot  was  fired  at  the  fame  time 
from  one  of  them,  with  the  fame 
quantity  of  powder  and  elevation, 
and  by  the  obfervation  ot  the 
guard  and  others  at  the  end  of  the 
pier,  the  100  pound  {hot  went  far- 
ther than  the  24  pounder  by  about 
30  yards.  Another  trial  was  made  at 
an  elevation  of  four  degrees,  when 

}he 
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the  24  pounder  fliot  ranged  be- 
tween 500  and  400  yards  farther 
than  the  100  pound  carronade. 

Several  other  experiments  were 
made  on  this  gun,  by  firing  at  a 
mark,  and  throwing  (hells  and 
grape  ihot,  all  which  feemed  to 
fucceed  perfedly  well.  There  was 
a  number  of  fpeftators  upon  this 
occafion,  among  whom  were  the 
Dulce  of  Buccleugli,  the  lord  advo- 
cate, Capt.  James  Fergufon,  of 
the  navy,  &c.  who  all  feemed 
much  fatisfied  with  the  perform- 
ance of  the  gun. 

Brazil,  in  S-witzerland,  OSi.  7. 

Some  matters  relative  to  the  efta- 
blifning  peace  in  Geneva,  which 
the  cantons  of  Zurich  and  Berne 
could  not  fo  well  determine,  have 
been  twice  debated  upon  in  the 
council  of  the  King  of  France,  and 
after  mature  deliberation  upon  the 
nature  and  caufes  of  the  difT-^nfions 
at  Geneva,  his  majefty  perceives 
that  the  guarantee  he  granted  that 
little  republic  in  173B,  in  con- 
junflion  with  the  cantons  of  Zurich 
and  Berne,  fo  far  from  contribut- 
ing to  its  tranquillity,  has  only 
ferved  to  foment  the  fpirit  of  dif- 
cord  among  the  citizens  of  Gene- 
va. This,  together  with  the  con- 
fideration  how  improper  it  is  for 
the  differences  of  an  inconfiderable 
people  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
miaifters  of  a  great  king,  has  in- 
duced his  majeity  to  write  to  the 
cantons,  co-guarantees  with  him, 
of  the  regulation  of  1738,  and  to 
the  republic  of  Geneva,  that  he 
holds  himfelf  from  henceforward, 
difengaged  from  the  guarantee  of 
the  republic  of  Geneva,  and  that 
he  leaves  it  entirely  to  them  to  en- 
deavour to  rcftore  peace  to  that 
icpublic  ;  neverthelefs  that  his 
own  iiue-'elt  wi!!   net  fiiffer  him  to 
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fee  with  an  indifferent  eye  any  in" 
novation  in  the  government,  or 
any  diforderly  tumult,  but  will, 
in  any  fuch  cafe,  ufe  the  power  he 
has  in  his  hands  to  put  an  end  to 
them. 

Cadiz,  Oil.  8.  This  morning 
the  difagreeable  news  was  broughc 
to  camp  of  the  lofs  of  three  tranf- 
ports  from  Carthagena,  having  on 
board,  befides  Itores,  provihons, 
and  ammunition,  a  regiment  of 
light  infantry,  confifling  of  700 
men,  which  marched  from  Cor- 
dova, and  all  the  officers,  feamen, 
and  foldiers,  perifhed  in  the  fea. 

An  inftance  of  recovery 
which  lately  took  place  in 
the  Liverpool  Infirmary,  not  more 
remarkable  than  pleafing,  was 
laid  before  the  public,  by  order 
of  the  board. 

A  hale,  ftrong,  man  of  32, 
Ifaac  Ellifon,  of  Saint  Helen's, 
was  attacked  by  a  fever  in  June, 
lalt,  in  which  h^  was  delirious, 
and  which  continued  eleven  days. 
From  that  time  he  loll  entirely 
both  his  fpeech  and  hearing,  tho' 
his  health  and  rtrergth  returned 
perfedly,  and  he  could  explain 
himfelf  clearly  and  fenfibly  by 
writing.  When  he  had  remained 
in  this  flate  above  two  months  af- 
ter his  fever  left  him,  he  applied 
to  the  infirmary,  and  was  admit- 
ted an  in-patient.  In  about  a 
week  afterwards  he  heard  the 
clock  ftrike  and  a  muTquct  fired, 
though,  when  admitted,  he  was 
not  fenfible  of  the  loudell,  neither 
was  he  capable  of  uttering  the 
Icaft  found.  Within  a  forinighc 
he  could  hear  a  perfon  fpe^king 
moderately  loud  near  his  ear,  and 
cculd  aniwer  very  intelligibly  in 
a  whifper,  and  before  he  had  been 
a  month  in  the  infirmary  he  could 
[iVj  2  hear 
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hear  perfeftly,  and  his  fpeech  was 
reflorcd  to  him. — The  means  Dr. 
Houlfton  employed  for  his  relief 
were  chiefly  bleeding,  the  dry 
vomit,  waim  batli,  .ether  and  elec- 
tricity. 

,  ,  On    Saturday    night    Mr. 

^°^^*  Cricket,  mariha!  of  the  High 
Court  of  Admiralty,  arrived  in 
town  with  Ryan  and  fcveral  other 
prifoners.  Ryan  was  put  under 
an  arrell,  and  flep:  that  night  at 
a  houfe  in  DoiElors  Commons. 

Yellerday  Ryan  and  his  mate 
%vere  examined  before  the  worfhip- 
ful  William  Wynne,  Dodtor  of 
Laws,  and  king's  advocate,  at  the 
Horn  Tavern,  in  Dotwrs  Com- 
mons, and  fully  committed  to 
New-Prifon,  Clerkenwell. 

The  only  queftions  alked  of  Ryan 
were  the  following,  viz.  Whe- 
ther his  name  v/as  Ryan  ?  Whe- 
ther the  names  Luke  Ryan,  figned 
t>  the  bond  for  his  Engliih  Letter 
of  Marque,  which  was  produced 
to  him,  were  of*"  his  hand  writing  ? 
To  both  of  which  he  anfwered 
in  the  affirmative,  which  was  the 
whole  of  the  examination. 

Both  Ryan  and  his  mate  feemed 
much  afFefted  with  their  commit- 
ment, wrung  their  hands  and 
wept,  and  feemed  in  very  great 
agitation,  Ryan  fays,  that  the 
mate,  when  he  engaged  him,  was 
llarving  in  France,  and  fnipped 
himfelf  v^ith  him  as  an  American, 
znd  he  infills  that  America  is  the 
place  of  his  birth. 

The  young  Dauphin  of 
^  France  was  baptised  by  the 
name  of  Lduis  Jofeph  Xavier  Fran- 
cois. The  fponfors  were  the  Em- 
peror and  the  Princefs  of  Pied- 
jnont,  reprefcnied  by  the  Count 
de  Krovenct:  s:id  Madi;.nie  i';;i/3- 
beth. 
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Hamburgh,  OSi.  25.  The  whole 
of  the  town  of  Raltadt,  in  the 
Archbidioprick  of  Saltzbourgh,  on 
the  borders  of  Aulfria,  two  build- 
ings only  excepted,  was  reduced 
to  afhes  on  the  15th  of  September 
by  lightning  :  the  two  buildings 
that  efcaped  were,  the  convent  of 
the  capuchin  friars,  and  the  corn 
magazine,  which  had  been  raifed 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poor. 

This  day  a  very  numerous  „ 
and  refpeftable  meeting  of^ 
freeholders,  convened  by  the  high 
flieriff  for  taking  into  confideration 
the  low  price  of  wool,  was  held 
at  the  caftie  at  Lincoln.  It  being 
proved  that  wool  was  fallen  ia 
price  50  per  cent,  within  thefe  five 
years.  A  committee  was  appoint- 
ed to  enquire  into  feveral  different 
plans  for  a  redrefs  fuggeftcd  by  the 
county  at  large  ;  and  to  co-ope- 
rate with  fuch  ether  counties  as 
may  be  in  a  iimiiar  fituation. 

Died,  Ifaac  Martin  Rcbow, 
Efq;  cclonei  of  the  eaftern  batta- 
lion of  Effex  militia,  and  Recorder 
of  Cclchelter,  which  borough  he 
had  reprefented  in  five  parlia- 
ments. 

NOVEMBER. 

A  petition  of  a  very  extra-  , 
ordinary  nature  was  prefent-  -' 
ed  to  the  High  Court  of  Chancery 
by  Mr.  Schreiber,  flating,  that 
his  fon,  an  infant  of  17  years  of 
age,  and  a  ward  of  that  court,  had 
been  decoyed  away  from,  his  tu- 
tor's, a  clergyman  of  character, 
and  influenced  to  marry  Mrs. 
Greene,  a  widow,  and  therefore 
praying  judgment  againft  the  laid 
Mrs.  Green?,  her  mother,  and  all 
concerned  in  that  tranfadlion,  for  a 
conicir.pt  of  coart:  tlae  lord  chan- 

eelior. 
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cellor,  after  hearing  the  affidavits 
read,  enlarged  upon  the  infamy  of 
trepanning  infants,  and  lamented, 
that  the  court  could  inflidl  no  fe- 
verer  punilliment  for  offences  fo 
atrocious  than  imprifonment  ;  and 
concluded  with  ordering  the  of- 
fenders to  attend  the  court  on  the 
next  day  for  hearing  petitions. 
With  regard  to  the  infant,  the  lord 
chancellor  ordered  him  to  be  re- 
turned to  his  father  ;  but  he  was 
no  fooner  out  of  court,  than  he 
conduced  his  lady  to  an  elegant 
carriage  that  Hood  waiting  for  her, 
and  behaved  with  the  gaiety  and 
gallantry  of  a  full-grown  gentle- 
man. 

,  The  recorder  has  direfted 
^  '  that  28,219!.  be  raifed  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  this  city,  to  re- 
pair the  damage  in  the  late  riots  ; 
to  be  paid  by  the  conftables,  who 
are  to  collect  the  fame,  into  the 
chamber  of  London  immediately 
as  the  fame  is  raifed,  to  prevent 
embezr.lement,  whereby  the  inha- 
bitants would  be  further  fufl'er- 
ers. 

,  The      cotton  -  mills      at 

Hockley,    near  the  town   of 
Nottingham,     took    fire,     and    in 
kfs   than   two   hours   that  fpacious 
building  was  reduced  to  a  fliell. 
,  On   Tuefday   laft,    being 

the  firft  day  of  this  pre- 
fent  Michaelmas  term,  a  very  un- 
ufual  ceremony,  at  leaft  at  this 
time,  was  performed  in  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  at  Weilminfter, 
being  that  of  fwearing  in  tlie  four 
knights  to  return  the  writ  of  right, 
wherein  John  Earl  of  Leiceller  was 
defenddnt  (who  c^aimr.  Penfhurft- 
place-park  and  premilTes,  as  the 
only  fon  and  heir  male  of  joceline 
Sidney,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
iJve  late  Earl  and  Countei's  of  Lei- 


cefter,  both  deceafed)  and  Eliza- 
beth Perry,  widow,  tenant  (who 
claims  the  fame  premifles  as  the 
daughter  of  Colonel  Thomas  Sid- 
ney, deceafed,  and  as  the  neice  of 
the  faid  Earl  Joceline.)  The  four 
knights  came  into  court  girt  with 
fwords,  and  were  then  fwore  law- 
fully and  truly  to  choofe  12  other 
knights,  Gladiis  cinfiis,  to  declare 
the  truth  between  the  parties, 
which  16  knights  form  the  grand 
alfize. 

An  official  account  was 
received  from  the  commif-  ^  ' 
fioner  of  his  majeity's  navy  at 
Hallifax,  of  the  capture  of  the 
Magecienne  French  frigate  of  jz 
guns  and  280  men,  by  the  Chat- 
ham man  of  war  of  50  guns.  The 
frigate  engaged  the  man  of  wai- 
half  an  hour,  had  32  men  killed 
and  54  wounded.  The  Chatham, 
Capt.  Douglafs,  had  only  2  men 
killed  and  4.  wounded. 

Wm.  Townlhend,  late  _  , 
Lieutenant  of  the  Rover  ' 
privateer  of  Briftol,  was  executed 
at  Execution  Dock  for  the  wilful 
murder  of  Capt.  Giralmo  Silvefti- 
ni,  of  the  Vidoria,  a  Venetian 
fhip,  by  ordering  a  gun  to  be  fired 
into  the  veflel,  which  killed  the 
captain.  He  acknowledged  the 
gun  to  be  fired  by  his  order,  but 
witliOut  the  leaft  intention  to  kill 
any  body.  He  behaved  with  great 
penitence. 

Three  hundre'd  and   forty       ,,. 
n       ,  11  r      ■       Tstn. 

fiat-bottomed   boats,  of  va- 
rious   fi.'.es  were  deftroyeJ    in  the 
Boat-houle  at  St.   Alaloes  by  fire, 
luppofed  to  be  wilfully  done. 

A  new  and  very  llrong  fortifica- 
tion is  erected  in  S:ocke3-bay, 
near  Portfmcurh,  where  our  mer- 
chant Ihips  efually  ride.  The 
Gilcicker,    whicl^  was  a  fea-maik 

[^]  3  •"^'^ 
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for  pilots,  is  taken  down,  and 
another  eredion  fet  up  at  fome 
diftancc  to  anfvver  the  purpoi'e. 
The  buoys  between  that  place  and 
Spithead  are  alfo  removed. 

n  The     Great     Duke     and 

Dutchefs  of  Ruffia  arrived 
at  Vienna  in  perfed  health,  ac- 
companied by  his  imperial  majelly 
in  the  fame  carriage,  who  had 
gone  to  meet  them  on  the  road. 

J  Wednefday  morning  John 
^  '  Wilkes,  Efq;  as  Chamber- 
lain of  London,  waited  on  Sir 
George  Brydges  Rodney,  at  his 
houfe  in  Albemarle-ltrcet,  with 
the  honorary  freedom  of  the  city 
in  a  gold  box. 

^oth  ^P°"  opening  lately  a 
^  '  fmall  part  of  a  tumulus, 
or  burrough,  near  the  Roman 
Fofs-road  in  the  parifh  of  Hamp- 
TiCt,  Gloucefterfhire,  it  was  dif- 
covered  to  be  full  of  graves  of  a 
Angular  condrufcion.  They  were 
made  of  rude  malfy  ftones  collected 
together,  fome  of  them  about  fix 
feet  long,  three  feet  broad,  and  a 
foot  and  a  half  thick  ;  thefe  were 
put  in,  or  on  the  ground,  fide- 
ways,  in  rows,  and  the  bodies  de- 
pofited  north  and  fouth  in  tlie  di- 
vifions  or  compartments.  The 
whole  was  covered  over  with  lefl'er 
ftones  and  earth,  which  made  the 
tumulus  ;  though  feveral  of  the 
larger  ftones  appear  now  above  the 
furface.  Each  compartment  con- 
tained a  body.  The  bones  in  ge- 
neral were  in  a  very  decayed  and 
mouldering  ftate,  but  fome  of  the 
jaws  were  perfeft,  and  had  teeth 
in  them  of  a  fine  white.  The  tu- 
mulus is  about  twenty  yards  long, 
and  ten  broad.  If  the  bodies  de- 
pofited  are  Roman,  they  muft  have 
lain  in  the  ground  fitteen  or  fix- 
teen  hundred  years. 


Came  on  before  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  at  Edinburgh  a  trial 
of  great  confequence  to  the  mer- 
cantile people  of  Scotland,  where- 
in Meif.  Falls  of  Dunbar  were 
plaintiffs,  and  the  hon.  commif- 
fioners  of  hia  majefty's  culloms 
for  Scotland  defendants,  by  de- 
claration of  trefpafs  on  the  cafe, 
for  the  defendants  refufing  to  iffue 
orders  on  the  receiver-general,  for 
payment  of  certain  bounties  claim- 
ed by  the  plaintiffs,  for  bufTes  em- 
ployed by  them  in  the  white-hcr- 
ing  fifhery  ;  when,  after  a  trial 
of  thirteen  hours,  the  jury,  after 
withdrawing  a  few  minutes,  re- 
turned a  verdift  againft  the  de- 
fendants, for  damages  equal  to  the 
bounties  and  intereft,  and  full 
colls  of  fuit. 

Died,  in  Bartholomew-lane, 
aged  83,  the  youngeft  and  laft  of 
twenty-one  children,  Mr.  Mungo 
Murray,  brother  of  the  late  Wm. 
Murriy,   Efq;  ofPolmaife. 

Of  the  ftone  in  his  kidneys,  at 
the  feat  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  in 
Northamptonfhire,  the  Rev.  Tho. 
Crofts,  M.  A.  F.  R.  and  A.  SS. 
Chancellor  of  Peterborough,  and 
Redor  of  Donyat,  co.  Somerfet  ; 
diftinguiihed  for  his  general  at- 
tainments, as  well  in  ancient  eru- 
dition, as  in  the  refinements  of 
modern  information,  gleaned  in  a 
long  courfe,  not  of  reading  only, 
but  of  the  moft  intelligent  travels. 
He  was  alfo  diftinguiihed  for  a 
moft  rare  and  critical  knowledge 
of  books.  His  many  friends  will 
bear  ample  teflimony  to  the  for- 
mer, in  their  regret  for  the  lofs 
of  his  converfation  ;  of  the  latter 
he  has  left  a  convincing  proof  in 
one  of  the  moft  chofen  of  private 
libraries. 

At    his    houfe    in    the  Warren, 
Wool- 
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^7*'oolwkh,    aged  77,    Lieut,   gen.  dermen,  &c.  on  the  prefent  alarm- 

Geo.   VVilliamfon,    col.  of  the   zd  ing    ftate  of  affairs,    which    being 

battalion  of  the  royal  reg.  of  ar-  agreed    to,    the    following    addrels 

tillery  ;    he  was   near  60  years  an  was  read  by  Mr.  Bithcp,  and   un- 

officer,    and    was    buried    on    the  animoufly    approved    of,    and    the 

16th   at   Woolwich   with    military  flierifFs  ordered  to  go  up  to  know 

honours.  when   his  majefly  uill  be  pleafed  to 

Fra.   Simpfon,  LL.D.  advocate  receive  the  fame*, 

in  the  Court  of  Arches,  official   to  Admiraliy  Office,  Bee.  7. 

the  Archdeacons  of  London,   Can-  Capt.   Macbride   of    the    Artois 

terbury,    Middlefex,    and    Rochef-  wTites,  that  on  the  3d  in  ft.   he  had 

ter.  Chancellor  of  the  Diocefe   of  made   prize    of  the    Hercules    and 

Lincoln,    and    Fellow   of    Trinity  Mars     privateers,     belonging      to 

Hall,     Cambridge.       He   was   ne-  Amfterdam,  both    new   Ihips,  car- 

phew  to  the  late  Sir  Edw.  Simp-  rying    24    nine-pounders    and    ten 

ion.  Dean  of  the  Arches,  and  was  cohorts    each,      fafl     failers,     and 

editor  of  Bifhop  EUys's  Trads  on  commanded  by  two  Hogenboomes, 


Spiritual  Li^jerty. 


father  and  fon,  inhabitants  ol 
Flufhing.  The  father  was  well 
known  laft  war  by  the  nickname 
of  Hardapple,  and  did  much  mif- 
chief  to  our  fhipping  and  trade. 
The  Hercules  had  164  men,  of 
whom  13  were  killed  and  20 
wounded.  The  Mars  had  146 
men,  of  whom  nine  were  killed, 
and  15  wounded.  The  Artois 
had  only  one  man  killed,  and  fix 
wounded. 

The  feffions  ended  at  the 


Old-Bailey,    when    the    fol- 


loth. 


DECEMBER. 

n  Came  on  in  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  at  Guild- 
hall, before  Lord  Loughborough, 
aa  aflion  brought  againii  the  com- 
mander of  a  cutter,  for  detaining 
a  vefTel  and  its  contents,  confilling 
of  rum  and  tea,  to  the  amount  of 
3000I.  as  fmuggled  goods.  The 
judge    faid,    lie   had  no   doubt    of 

the  goods  being  run,  but  as  they  lowing  prifoners  received  fentence 
were  feized  beyond  the  reach  of  of  death,  viz.  Charles  Peat,  for 
the  excife  laws  at  fea,  a  vcrdi(ft  affauhing  Richard  Downes,  Efq; 
muft  follow,  and  the  jury  gave  on  the  highway  on  Finchley  Com- 
3cocl.  mon,  and  robbing  him  of  2^s.    in 

g  J  A  common- hall  was  held  different  coins  ;  Hannah  Brown, 
*  at  Guildhall,  purfuant  to  a  for  Healing  a  large  quantity  of 
requifition  of  feveral  of  the  livery  uearing  apparel,  linen,  laces, 
to  the  lord  mayor,  when  the  com-  and  other  things,  in  the  dwelling- 
mon-cryer   having   mentioned    the     houfe  of  Mifs    Catherine   Thiltle- 

tluvayte,  in  South- Audlcy-ftreet, 
where  flie  was  fervant;  and  Geo. 
Townfend,  for  ftealing  a  mare, 
the  property  of  Mr.  Hedge,  a 
watchmaker   at  Colchcfter,   in  Ef- 


caufc  of  their  being  fumnioned, 
Mr.  llurford  came  '  lorward  and 
moved,  that  an  addreli,  petition, 
and  remonilrance,  be  prefcntcd  to 
his  majelly  by  ihe  lord  mayor,  al- 


*  For  a  Copy  of  the  AJdref^,  fee  the  State  Papers. 
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fex.  Benjamin  Honey  was  coiii- 
vicled  of  felonioufly  killing  and 
flaying  Richard  Hobbs.  They 
were  both  bargemen,  had  quar- 
relled on  board,  and  agreed  to 
decide  the  matter  on  fhore,  in 
which  the  deccafed,  by  a  fall,  re- 
ceived a  concuffion  of  the  brain, 
of  which  he  died  the  fame  day. 

A   man   for  publiOiing  a  certain 
inflammatory    hand-bill,     intitled, 
*'  England    in    Blood,"    r.nd    re- 
commending a  certain   paper,  then 
ihortly  intended   to   be  piiblillied, 
called,    ♦'  The  Thunderer,"    and 
tending  to  inflame  the  minds  of  his 
majefty's  fubjefts,  againfl  the  peace 
.'ynd  good  government  of  the  king- 
dom ;  and  which  bills  were,   to  a 
great    amount,    ditlributed   in   the 
afternoon    of    the    6th    of    June, 
1780,  at  the  time  the  rioters  were 
proceeding  to  deftroy  the  gaol  of 
Newgate,     and,    perhaps,    if    not 
providentially  flopped,    the   whole 
metropolis  ;'    was    fined    five    (hil- 
lings,   and   fentenced    to   be   im- 
prifoned  one  year  in  Newgate. 

Being  the  anniverfary  of  the  in- 
flitution  of  the  Royal  Academy, 
3  general  afl!embly  of  the  acade- 
micians was  held  at  the  Royal  Aca- 
demy, Somerfet-place,  when  P.  J. 
De  Loutherbourg  was  admitted  an 
academician,  and  received  his  di- 
ploma figned  by  his  majeiiiy  :  three 
lilver  medals  were  given,  one  to 
Mr.  Peter  Holland,  for  the  beft 
drawing  of  an  academy  figure ; 
one  to  Mr.  Charles  P.Oil:,  for  the 
bell  model  of  an  academy  figure ; 
one  to  Mr.  Geo.  Hatfield,  for  the 
beft  drawing  of  architefture,  being 
the  front  and  fpire  of  St.  Giles's 
in  the  Fields,  done  from  aftual 
meaiurements. 

The  affembly  then  proceeded  to 
^e^  the  oixicers  for  the  year  en- 


I  ith. 


fuing,    when  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds 
was  re-ele£led  prefident. 
Council. 
Geo.  Barret,  Nat.  Hone,  G.  M. 
Mofer,  Tho.  Sandby,  Edw.  Burch, 
Charles  Catton,  P.  J.  De  Louther- 
bourg, Jof.  Nollekens,  Efqrs. 
Vifitors. 
Charles    Catton,    Nath.   Dance, 
Benj.  Weft,  John   Zoffanii,   James 
Barry,  J.  B.   Cipriani,    P.  J.   De 
Loutherbough,  Jer.  Meyer,  Efqrs. 
Rev.  Mr.  V/illiam  Peters. 

Yefterday  there  was  a  nu- 
merous meeting  of  eledors, 
and  other  inhabitants  of  Weftmin- 
fter,  at  Weftminfter-hall,    to  con- 
fider  of  fuch  meafuies  as  may   be 
thought   adviieable  in    the  prefent 
fituation   of  the   kingdom.       The 
committee      having     taken     their 
places  on   the  fteps  leading  up  to 
the  Court  of  Common- Pleas,  Mr. 
Fox  opened  the  bufmefs  in  a  long 
fpeech,  the  purport  of  which  was 
to  dravv  a  comparifon  of  the  ma- 
nagement of  public  affairs   during 
the  adminiftration  of  Lord   Chat- 
ham, and  fome  prefent  perfons  iq 
oftice  ;  this  he  did   in  a  variety  of 
inftances,    proving,     as    he     faid, 
that   the  former   had  ralfed   us  to 
the  higheft  pinnacle  of  reputation 
and     glory,    as    a    magnanimous, 
free,      and     independent     people, 
while  the  latter  had  reduced  us   to 
diftrefs.      After    fome    other    gen- 
tlemen  had    delivered    their    opi- 
nions, an  humble  petition    and  re- 
monftrance,  in   fubftance   the  fame 
as   that  agreed    on    at    Guildhall, 
London,      was    produced,      which 
being    read,    was     received    with 
burfts  of  general  applaufe,  and  a 
committee  appointed  to  prefent  it 
to  his  majefty. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Souihwark  it  w^s  alio  refolved, 

that 
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that  an  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 
majelty,  to  the  fame  purport  with 
that  of  the  city  of  London,  by  a 
committee. 

,  A     few     evenings     ago, 

*3^"-  when  the  family  of  Mr. 
Pickett,  goldfmith,  of  Ludgate- 
hill,  who  refides  in  Harpur-ltreet, 
near  Red  -  lion  -  fquare,  were  re- 
tiring to  reft,  his  cldeft  daughter, 
as  fhe  flood  by  the  fire  fide,  was 
employed  in  fome  little  aft  of  du- 
tiful attention  to  her  father,  when 
the  fire  unperceived  caught  hold 
of  her  clothes,  and  in  an  inftant 
her  whole  drefs  was  in  a  blaze. 
The  father  was  ftruck  moiionlefs 
on  the  occafion,  but  recovering  a 
little,  burnt  his  hand  in  attempt- 
ing to  extinguilh  the  flames ;  and 
the  young  lady  finding  no  relief, 
ran  from  room  to  room  to  feek  it, 
but  in  vain.  In  her  progrefs  flie 
fet  fire  to  the  bed,  which  was  with 
difficulty  extinguiflied,  and  where 
flie  fell  the  floor  was  actually  on 
fire.  No  relief  could  be  given 
her  till  her  clothes  were  totally 
burnt  off  her  back,  when  her  whole 
body  was  left  as  if  it  had  been 
broiled,  or  rather  burnt  on  a  grid- 
iron. Medical  afllftance  was  foon 
procured,  but  it  was  impoffible  for 
human  art  to  afford  the  leaft  relief; 
and  in  this  dreadful  ftate  fhe  lay 
till  the  next  evening,  and  then  ex- 
pired. 

1  This    day,     purfuant    to 

^  '  advertifement  from  the  fhe- 
rlffs,  there  was  a  general  .meeting 
of  the  freeholders  of  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  at  the  Mermaid,  at 
Hackney,  when  it  was  unani- 
moufly  refolved  that  a  fimilar  pe- 
tition to  that  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don fticuld  be  prefented  to  the 
king  by  their  two  rcpiefentativcs 
in  parliament. 


At 


a  meeting  of  the  ^  „ 
Weft-India  merchants,  Mr.  -''^• 
Bailey  in  the  chair,  it  was  unami- 
moufly  refolved,  that  an  hnmble 
addrefs  and  petition  be  prefented 
to  his  majefty,  reprefeniing  tiie 
dangerous  ftate  of  the  Weft-India 
iflands,  and  imploring  immediate 
relief.  Several  other  refolutions 
were  alfo  entered  into  unanimouf- 
ly,  there  being  no  oppofition. 

At  the  above  meeting  it  was  de- 
clared, by  a  formal  refolution,  that 
what  Mr.  B.  Gafcoyne  had  faid 
in  the  houfe,  of  their  not  being 
under  any  apprehenfions  for  the 
fafety  of  the  Weft-Indies,  was  de- 
lufivc,  falfe,  and  groundlefs. 

Same  day  a  meeting  of  the  free- 
holders of  Surrey  was  held  ac  the 
Spread-Eagle,  Epfom,  Sir  Francis 
Vincent  in  the  chair,  when  Mr. 
Budgen  moved  for  a  petition  and 
remonftrance  to  the  fovereign  ;  the 
motion  was  fupported  by  Admiral 
Keppel,  Sir  Jofeph  Mawbcy,  Sir 
Robert  Clayton,  and  others,  and 
carried. 

Died,  in  Stafi*ord-row,  Weftm. 
aged  79,  Mrs.  Madan,  daughter 
of  Spencer  Cowper,  Efq;  former- 
ly one  of  the  j unices  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pieas,  and  reli6l  of 
Col.  Martin  Madan,  who  died  at 
Bath  in  1756.  This  lady  very  early 
diftinguiihed  hcrfelf  by  her  poeti- 
cal talents,  as  appears  by  her 
♦*  Verfes  to  the  Memory  of  Mr. 
Hughes,"  1720,  printed  with  his 
poems ;  and  "  The  Progrefs  of 
Poetry,"  in  T/je  Flonver  PicCr,  1731. 
She  has  left  two  fons.  the  Rev. 
Martin  Madan,  author  of  Thdyph- 
thora,  &c.  and  Spencer  Madan, 
D.  D.  Prebendary  of  Peterborough, 
Her  eldeft  daughter  was  married 
to  Wm.  Cowper,  Efq;  of  Harting- 
fordbury    (her   firfl    coufin),    and 

her 
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her  youngeft  to  the  Hon.  Colonel 
(now  Lieut.  Gen.)  Maitland. 

At  Halifax,  aged  102,  Mr. 
Robt.  Butterfield,  who,  from  40 
years  induftry  as  a  wool-ftapler, 
acquired  40,000!. 

At  Romfey,  Hants,  Mr.  Cot- 
ton, of  that  town,  aged  91  ;  it  is 
remarkable  that  he  died  on  the 
anniverfary  of  his  birth. 

At  the'houfe  of  Mrs.  D' Al- 
meida, at  North  -  End,  Hamp- 
ftead,  (to  whofe  family  (he  had 
been  fervant  near  fouifcorce  years) 
Mrs.  Filer  Foa,  aged  110;  fhe 
retained  all  her  fenfes  till  within 
ihree  days  of  her  death. 


4  General  Bill  of  all  the  Chrijienings 
and  Burials,  from  December  10, 
1780,  to  December  11.   1781. 

ChrilieBcd.  Buried. 

Males       8774         Males       10499 
Females   8252         Females  10210 


In  all  17026  20709 

increafed  in  the  burials  this  year 
192. 

Died  under  two  years  of  age  7083 

Between     2  and  5  2399 

5  and  10  8S2 

10  and  20  725 

20  and  30  1518 

30  and  40  1640 

40  and  50  2021 

t;o  and  60  1649 

►                       60  and  70  1391 

70  and  80  950 

80  and  90  394 

90  and  100  51 

100  2 

102  I 

103  I 


Sheriffs  appoimed  by  his  Majejly  in 
Council,  for  the  Icar  1781. 

Berkfhire,  Ed.  Loveden,  ofBuf- 
cot,  Efq; 

Bedfordlhire,  John  Harvey,  of 
Northill,  Efq; 

Bucks,  Jofeph  Bullock,  of  Ca- 
versheld,  Efq; 

Cumberland,  Tho.  Story,  of 
Mirehoufe,  Efq; 

Chefliire,  W.  Davenport,  of 
Bramh^U,  Efq; 

Cambridge  and  Huntingdon- 
ftiire,  John  Johnfon,  of  Levering- 
ton,  Efq; 

Cornwall,  Sir  J.  St.  Aubin,  of 
Clovvance,  Bart. 

Devonfliire,  John  Burridge  Choi- 
wich,  of  Farringdon,  Efq; 

Dorfetfhire,  Lewis  Dymock 
Grofvenor  Tregonnel,  of  Dor- 
chefter,    Efq; 

Derbyfliire,  Samuel  Frith,  of 
Bank-hall,  Efq; 

Effex,  Richard  Wyatt,  of  Horn- 
church,  Efq; 

Gloucellerfhire,  John  Morris,  of 
Shephoufe,  Efq; 

Hertford  fliire,  Thomas  Clut- 
terbuck,  jun.  of  Watford,  Efq; 

Herefordlhire,  E.  Pattelhall,  of 
Allenfmoor,  Efq; 

Kent,  John  Cator,  of  Becken- 
ham,   Efq; 

Leicellerfhire,  Edmund  Cradock 
Hartopp,  of  Newbold,  Efq; 

Lincolnfnire,  Edw.  Nelthorpe, 
of  Seavvby,  Ffq; 

Monmouthftiire,  Wm.  Jones, 
of  Nam,  Efq; 

Northumberland,  Cha.  Brand- 
ling, of  Gosforth-houfe,  Efq; 

Northamptonfliire,  N.  Raynf- 
ford,  of  Brixworth,    Efq; 

xN'orfolk,  Rt.  Lee  Doughty, 
of  Han  worth,   Efq; 

Netting- 
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Nottinghamfhire,  L.  RoUefton, 
of  Watnall,  Efq; 

Oxford,  Rd.  Paul  Jodrdi,  of 
Lewknor,    Efq; 

Rutlandfhire,  Tho.  Sanders,  of 
Mercott,   Efq; 

SJiropfhirf,       Edward      Charles 


Flint,  Henry  Thrale,  of  Ba- 
chegrig,  Efq; 

Merluneth,  Edward  Lloyd,  of 
Maefmore,  Efq; 

Montgomeryfli.  Hugh  Mears, 
of  Finnant,  Efq; 


the 

Weji  Riding  of  Yorkfhire,  from 
March  1780,  to  March  178 1, 
<vjith  the  Amount  of  the  Increafe 
from  the  twelve  Months  preceding 
that  Period, 

Broad  cloth.  102,018  pieces 
containing  3.099,127  yards.  In- 
creafed  this  year  7593  pieces  con- 
taining 399,496  yards. 

Narrow  cloth.  98,721  pieces 
containing  2.671,397  yards.  In- 
creafed  this  year  11,412  pieces, 
containing  100,073  yards. 


Windior,  of  Harnare  Grange,  Efq;     rr-i     ^  n      ■      ■  ^    >» 

Somerreilhire,     John    Ford,     if    "^^'^  foUo-ivnrg  :s  an  exaB  Account  of 
Hadfoca     Efa-  ^        yyooUen    Lloth    made    tn    the 

Staftbrdfhire,  Ph.  Keay,   of  Ab- 
bots-Bromley, Efq: 

Suffolk,  Charles  Kent,  of  Farn- 
ham  St.  Geneve ve,  Efq; 

Southampton,   Benjamin  Smith, 
of  Lys,  Efq;. 

Surry,     William     Northey,     of 
Epfom,   Efq; 

Suffex,   Wm.    Peachy,   of  Kid- 
ford,  Efq; 

Warwicklliire,    John   Webb,  of 
Sherborne,  Efq; 

Worccfterlhire,    John  Darke,  of 
Bredou,  Efq; 

Wiltihire,  W.  Hayter,  of  New- 
ton-Ton ey,  Efq; 

Yorkihire,     Humphrey     Ofbal- 
defton,  of  Hunmanby,  Efq; 
South    Wales. 

Brecon,     Lewis     Williams,     of 
Pentwyn,  Efq; 

Carmarthen,   Sir  W.  Mafell,  of 
Ifcoed,   Bart. 

Cardigan,  David  Lloyd,  of  AI- 
tyroden,  Eiq; 

Glamorgan,  C.  Bowen,  cf  Mer- 
thyrmavvr,  Efq; 

Pembroke,     H.     Scourfield,     of 
Robellon-hall,    Efq; 

Radnor,     Jonathan    Bowen,    of 
Knighton,  Elq; 

North    Wales. 

Anglefey,    Jonathan     Bobyckan 
Sparrow,  of  Redhill,  Efq; 

Carnarvon,     Edw.    Carreg,     of 
Carreg,  El'q; 

Denbigh,    the   Hon.   Tho.  Fitz- 
niaurice,  of  Leweny,   Efq; 


BIRTHS  for  the  Year  1781. 

Jan.  14.  Lady  of  Sir  J.  Tharold, 
a  fon. 
31.  Lady  of    the    Rt.   Hon. 
Earl  of  Traquair,  ^  (on. 
Feb.  8.  Her  HIghnefs  the  Dutchefs. 
cf  Coorland,  a  princeis* 
at  Mittau. 
26.  Lady    of   Lord    Carlow   of 
the  Kingdom  of  Ireland, 
a  fon. 
One  of  the  Sultanas  of  the 
Grapd    Signior,    a  prin- 
cefs,  at  Conilantinople. 
March  6.  Lady    of     Sir     Andicw 
Hammond,  a  daughter. 
15.   Lady  of  the  Hon.   FraiKis 
Talbot,  a  fon. 
April  9.  Lady   Abingdon,     a    fon 
and  heir. 
T>>e  Confort  of  the  Arch- 
Duk» 
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Duke     Ferdinand,    of  a 
fon,  at  Milan. 
13.  Lady     Hope,     a    fon,     at 
Pifiky-houfe,  Scotland. 
May  5.  Right.   Hon.     Lady    Kin- 
naird,     a     daughter,     in 
Park-ft.  Weftminfter. 
Lady  of  Sir  Edward  Aftley, 
a  fon. 
July  12.   Lady  Cadogan,  a  daugh- 
ter. 
Aug.  4.   Lady    of    the    Rt.    Hon. 
Sir  Richard  Worfely,  Bt. 
a  daughter. 
5.  Lady  of  the  Earl  of  Rad- 
nor, a  fon,   in   Grafton- 
llreet. 
Lady     of     Lord     Vifcount 
Stormont,  a  fon. 

20.  Lady  Tancred,  of  a  fecond 

fon,     at     Sir    Thomas's 
feat,  at  Lyndhurft,  New 
Foreft,    Hampfhire. 
Sept.  10.   Lady  of  Rt.  Hon.  Lord 
Bagot,  a  fon. 
22.   Lady  of  Hon.  John   Byng, 
a  fon. 
Oa.  10.    Lady  of  Lord  Vifc.  Wey- 
mouth, a  daughter. 
The  Rt.  Hon.  Lady  Paget, 

a  daughter. 
Lady  of  Sir  Harbord  Har- 
bord,  Bart.  M.  P.  a  fon. 
■    14.    Lady  of  Sir   John  Fefiiall, 

Bart,  a  fon  and  heir. 
Nov.  1l'4.    Lady  of  George  Gipps, 
Efq;  M.  p.  a  daughter. 
26.    Couniefs     of    Harrington, 
ims.  fon. 
Dec's.    Countefs    of     Shelburne, 
a  daughter. 
10.   Lady  Grantham,  a  fon  and 
heir. 

21.  The   Lady  of  Major  Ken- 

nedy, a  fon. 
25.   Countefs  Percy,    a  daughter 
Her  .Qtace  the  Dutchefs  of 
Rutland,  a  fon. 


Dec.  2,  1780.  Sir  John  Wedder- 
burn,  of  Ballindean,  Bt. 
to  Mifs  Dundas,  daugh. 
of  the  late  Col.  Dundas, 
of  Dundas. 

Jan.  5,  1781.  The  Earl  of  Lanef- 
borough,  to  Mifs  La- 
touche. 
In  Ireland,  Duke  GifFard, 
Efq;  eldefl;  fon  of  Sir 
Duke  G.  Bart,  of  Caftle- 
Jordan,  co.  Meath,  to 
Mifs  Maddock. 
25.  Sir  James  Hereford,  of 
Safton-court,  co.  Heref. 
to  Mrs.  Fra.  Hopton,  of 
Worcefter. 
31.  At  Lambeth-chapel,  Geo. 
Warde,  Efq;  nephew  of 
Gen.  Warde,  and  capt. 
in  Ld.  Amherft's  troop  of 
horfe- grenadier  guards, 
to  Miis  Madan,  daugh. 
of  the  Rev.  Dr.  M.  and 
niece  of  Earl  Cornwal- 
lis. 

Feb.  5.  Nicolls  Raynsford,  Efq; 
of  Brixworth,  Northamp- 
tonfhire,  to  Mifs  Souter, 
of  Beaconsfield. 
Rich.  Wilfon,  Efq;  to  Mifs 
-  'Eliz.  Fountayne,  daugh. 
of  the  Dean  of  York. 

March   6.   By   fpecial   licence,  the 
Hon.   Lord  Althorp,  fon 
of  Earl  Spencer,  to  Mifs 
Bingham,     daughter     of 
Lord  Lucan. 
Sir  Tho.     Jones,     Knt.    to 
Mifs  Fitzgerald,    daugh. 
of  Lady  Fitzgerald. 
10.  Lord  Mahon,    to  Mifs 
Grenville,   daugh.  to  the 
late    Right    Hon.    Geo. 
Grenville,    and    fifter   to 
the  prefent  E,  Temple. 
27.  At 
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zf.  At  Canterbury,  the  Rev, 
Rich.  Sandys,  Vicar  of 
Reculver,  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Lady  Fran.  Alicia 
Aflong,  rclidl  of  Wm. 
Aflong,  Efq;  and  young, 
filler  to  the  E;;rl  of  Tusi- 
kerville. 

April  2.  Mr.  Andr.  Drummond, 
to  Lady  Mary  Percival, 
eldell  daughter  of  Lady 
Egmont. 
10.  Capt.  Rodney,  of  the  3d 
reg.  of  guards.  Ion  of 
Sir  G.o.  Brydges  Rod- 
ney, Bart,  to  Mifs  Hnr- 
ley,  daughter  of  the  Rt. 
Hon.  I'ho.  Harley. 
59.  John  Henderfon,  Efq;  fen 
of  Sir  Rubt.  Henderfon, 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Robertfon, 
daugh.  of  Gen.  Robert- 
fon, Governor  of  New- 
York. 

May  2.  James  Falls,  Efq;  of  Of- 
tend,  to  Mifs  C.  Her- 
ries,  fifter  of  Sir  Robert 
Herries,  of  London. 

20,  John    Edward    Maddocks, 

Efq;  to  Mifs  Frances 
Perryn,  youngeft  daugh. 
of  Mr.  Caron  Perryn. 

21.  Right    Hon.    Ld.   Audley, 

to  Mifs  Delaval. 

25.  Mr.  Croft,  fon  of  Pach. 
Croft,  Efq;  Pall-Mail, 
to  Mifs  Smythfon,  dau. 
of  Sir  J.  Smythfon,  Bt. 
June  2.  Rev.  Henry  Jenkin,  Rec- 
tor of  Uffbrd,  CO.  Nor- 
thampton, to  the  Hon. 
Mifs  Aug.  Evelyn. 

10.  Tho.  Bond,  Efq;  of  Wim- 
bledon, to  Mifs  Bewicke, 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir 
Robert. 

23.  Arthur  Knox,  Efq;  to 
Lady    Mary     Erabazon, 


eldeft  daugh.  of  the  Earl 
of  Meath. 

30.  John  Vaughan,  Efq;  M.  P. 
for  CO.  Caermarthen,  to 
Mifs  Maude,  daugh.  of 
Sir  C.  Maude,  Bart. 
July  3.  At  Moreton,  co.  Dorfer, 
Evelyn  Shirley,  ofCIift, 
Efq;  fon  of  the  Hon. 
George  Shirley,  of  Ea- 
tington,  Warwickfhire, 
to  Mifs  Phyllis  By  am 
Wollafton,  daugh.  of  the 
late  Charleton  Wollafton, 
M.  D. 

17.  Rx)bert  Auriol  Drummond, 
Efq;  fon  of  the  late 
Abp.  of  York,  to  Mifs 
Harley,  daughter  of  the 
Rt.  Hon.  Tho.  Harley. 

19.  At  Exeter,  by  fpecial  li- 
cence. Sir  Geo.  Collier, 
Knt.  late  Capt.  of  the 
Canada,  to  Mifs  Fryer, 
dau.  of  W.  Fryer,  Efq; 

27.  The  Hon,  Horatio  Wal- 
pole,  eldeft  fon  of  Lord 
Walpole,  to  Mifs  Chur- 
chill, daughter  of  C. 
Churchill,  Efq; 
Lately,  at  Gretna- Green,  the  Hon. 
Capt.  Shirley,  fon  of  Ld. 
Ferrers,  to  Mifs  Ward, 
niece  to  Vifc.  Dudley. 
Edvv«  Wheeler,  Efq;  one 
of  tha  Supreme  Council 
of  Bengal,  to  Mifs  Dun- 
ford,  daughter  of  George 
Dunford,  Efq; 
Aug.  14.  At  Cheller,  Sir  Peter 
Warburton,  Bt.  to  Mifs 
Alice  Parker. 
21.  At  Norwich,  Wm.  Drake, 
jun.  Efq;  member  for 
Ammerfham,  Bucks,  to 
Mifs  Rachel  Ives  of  that 
city. 

27.  At   Bcngrove,    Suflex,    the 
Hon. 
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Hon.  George  Napier,  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Sarah  Lenox. 
Sept.  I.  At  Staunton  Harold;  the 
Hon.  Wafhington  Shir- 
ley, to  M'li's  Ward,  niece 
to  the  late  Lord  Vifc. 
Dudley  and  Ward. 
8.  John  Hughes,  Efq;  of  Bet- 
fhanger,  Kent,  to  IVIifs 
Hardy,  niece  to  the  late 
Admiral  Sir  Charles 
Hardy. 
29.  Princefs  Cnrolina,  4th  dau. 
of  the  King  of  Sardinia, 
to  Prince  Anthony,  bro- 
ther to  the  Elcdor  of 
Saxony. 
At  Cuddefden,  Oxf.  the 
Rev.  Henry  Ford,  of 
Chrift-Church,  to  Mifs 
M.  L.  Yates,  niece  to 
the  Bp.  of  Oxford. 
0£l.  3.  At  Illevvorth  church,  by 
his  uncle,  the  Hon.  and 
Rev.  Wm.  Neville,  un- 
der a  fpecial  licence,  the 
Hon.  Henry  Neville, 
eldeft  fon  of  Geo.  Lord 
Abergavenny,  to  Mifs 
Robinfon,  only  daugh. 
of  John  R.  Efq;  of  Sion- 
Hill.  CO.  Middlefex. 

12.  Sir  Fred.  Reynolds,  Knt. 
of  Hatfield,  Herts,  to 
Mifs  M.  Tcvvnfhend,  of 
Hatton-lh-eet. 

15.  Edvv.  Smythe,  Efq;  eldeft 
fon  of  Sir  Edw.  S.  Bart, 
to  Mifs  Holford,  only 
daugh.  of  Peter  H,  Efq; 

$3.  Rev.  Cha.  Birch,  of  Chi- 
cheller,  Suffex,  to  Mifs 
Anne  Seymour,  2d  dau. 
of  Hen.  S.  Efq;  of  Han- 
ford,  CO.  Dorfet,  and 
niece  to  Earl  Cowper. 


Sir  Jennifon  Gordon,  of 
Hertford-ftreet,  to  Mifs 
Hatton,  of  Northamp- 
tonfhire. 
By  fpecial  licence,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Irby,  brother 
to  Lord  Bofton,  to  Mifs 
Mary  Blackman,  young, 
daughter,  and  coheirefs 
of  Rowland  Blackman, 
Efq;  of  Barbadocs. 
At  Moor-Monktoa  church, 
near  York,  Sir  Tho.  T. 
Slinfby,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
M.  Slinglby. 
Lord  Vifc.  Tumour,  fon 
of  the  Earl  of  Winterton, 
to  Mifs  Chapman,  dau. 
of  Rich.  Chapman,  Efq; 

Nov.  8.  At  Glaflaugh,  Banfflhire, 
Vice-admiral  Duff,  of 
Logic,  to  Mrs.  Morifon, 
of  Haddo,  daugh.  of  the 
late  Gen.  Abercromby. 
17.  George  Drummond,  £fq; 
one  of  the  Commif- 
fioners  of  Public  Ac- 
counts, to  Mils  Anne 
Shotter. 

Dec.  3.  The  Earl  of  Aylesford,  to 
the  Hon.  Mifs  Louifa 
Thynne,  elde'ft  daugh. 
of  Lord  Vifcount  Wey- 
mouth. 


Principal  Promotions  for  the 
Tear  I'j^l,  from  the  London  Ga- 
zette, &c. 

Dec.  29,  1780.  The  following 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  have 
been  appointed  of  his  Poyal  High- 
ncfs  th«  Prince  of  Wales's  houfe- 
hold  :  Groom  of  the  Stole — Lord 
Southampton.     Gentlemen   of  the 

Bed- 
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Bed -Chamber — E.  of  Courtown, 
Lord  John  Clinton,  Lord  Vif'c. 
Parker.  Treafurer  and  Secrecary 
— Lieut.- Col.  Hntham.  Malter 
of  the  Robes  and  Privy  Purfe — 
Hen.  Lyte,  Efq.  Grooms  of  the 
Bed-Chamber — Hon.  Mr.  Legge, 
Hon.  Stephen  Digby,  John  John- 
fon,  Efq.  Firft  Equerry  and  Com- 
miffioner  of  the  Stables — Lieut. - 
CoK  Lake.  Equerries — Lieut. - 
Colonel  Hulfe,  Lieutenant -Col. 
Sir  John  Dyer,  Bart.  Lieut.-Col. 
Stephens. 

30.  Capt,  Andrew  Corbet  and 
Capt.  Lord  Strathaven  to  be  Aid- 
de-camps  in  Ordinary  to  the  Earl 
of  Carliile  ;  and  Capt.  Sir  James 
Erfkine,  Bart.  Capt.  the  Hon. 
Fra.  North,  Capt.  Arthur  Ormf- 
by,  and  Lieut.  Rich.  0'r>rien 
Boyle,  to  be  iiis  Aid-ue-camps  in 
Extraordinary. 

Jan.  9,  1781.  John  MacphT- 
fon,  Efq;  to  be  one  of  the  Coun- 
fellors  of  the  Governor  -  General 
and  Council  of  the  Prefidency  of 
Fort  William  in  Bengal,  in  the 
room  of  Rich.  Harwell,  Efq;  ap- 
proved by  his  Majefty. 

10.  Adm.  Sir  Hyde  Parker  pro- 
moted from  being  Rear-Adm.  of 
the  Red,  to  be  Vice- Adm.  of  the 
Blue  ;  and  Admiral  Kempenfek, 
Rear- Admiral  of  the  Blue. 

20.  Dr.  Rich.  Woodward,  Dean 
of  St.  Macartin  Clogher,  to  the 
Bifhoprick  of  Cloyne. 

Rev.  W.  Cecil  Pery,  M.  A.  Dean 
of  Derry,  to  the  united  Bilhopricks 
of  Killala  and  Achonry. 

Feb.  17.  George  Lord  Edg- 
cumbe,  advanced  to  the  dignity 
•fa  Vifcount,  to  him  and  his  heirs 
Jnale,  by  the  name,  llyle,  and  title, 
of  Vifcount  Mount  Edgcumbe  and 
Valetort. 
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Dean  of 


John  Hallam,    D.  D, 
Briftol. 

March  3.  Ralph  Heathcote,  Efq^^ 
appointed  his  Majelty's  Miniitcr 
Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of  the 
Eledor  of  Cologne,  in  the  room  of 
Geo.  CrelTener,  El'q;  dec. 

Wm.  Browne,  E!q;  appointed  to 
be  Governor  of  the  Bermuda  or 
Somer's  Llands  in  America,  in 
the  room  of  J.  G.  Bruere,  Efq; 
deceafed. 

24.  The  dignity  of  a  baronet  of 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  un- 
to the  tollowing  gentlemen,  and 
their  heirs  mate,  viz.  Sir  Roberc 
Barker,  Knt.  of  Bulbridge,  in  the 
county  of  Surry  ;  Jofeph  Banks, 
Efq;  of  Revefby-Abbey,  in  the  co. 
of  Lincoln  ;  John  Ingilby,  Eiq; 
of  Ripley,  in  the  Welt  Riding  of 
the  CO.  of  York  ;  Alex.  Craufurd, 
Efq;  of  Kilburney,  in  N.  Britain  ; 
V^alentine  Rich.  Qiiin,  Efq;  of 
Adair,  co  of  Limerick,  in  Ireland; 
Wm.  Lewis  Andre,  Efq;  (captaia 
in  his  Majerty's  26th  reg.  of  foot) 
of  Southampton,  co.  of  Southamp- 
ton ;  Fra.  Syke?,  Efq;  of  Bafildon, 
CO.  of  Berks  ;  John  Coghill,  Efq; 
of  Richings,  co.  of  Buckingham  ; 
and  John  Mofley,  Efq;  of  Ancoats, 
CO.  of  Lancaller. 

April  3.  Edward  Emily,  A.M. 
Dean  of  Derry. — Rev.  John  Mac 
Leifh,  the  united  churches  and  pa- 
rilhes  of  Killarow  and  Kilchoman, 
in  the  prelbytcry  of  Kintire,  and 
(hire  of  Argyll  and  Bute. — Rev. 
John  M'Conochic,  the  church  nxxd. 
parifh  of  Crauford,  in  the  prefby- 
tery  and  county  of  Lanark 

7.  Rev.  John  Lynch,  Dodor  of 
Laws,  a  Canon  or  Prebendary  of 
Canterbury,  on  the  refignation  of 
Dr.  Rich.  Palmer. 

ij..   Tho.  Morley,  Efq;    Capt.- 
6cn. 
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Gen.  and  Gov.  in  Chief  of  the 
Leeward  Caribbee  Jflands. 

23.  John  Morris,  Eiq;  in  virtue 
of  the  king's  reverfionary  grant, 
fcvorn  into  the  ofiice  of  one  of  the 
Clerks  of  the  Signet,  -uice  Sir  Jof. 
Copley,  decearcd. 

May  4.  Robert  Clements,  Efq; 
Governor  of  the  county  of  Done- 
gal. 

8.  Earl  of  Dalhoufie  to  be  his 
niajeily's  High  Commiflioner  to  the 
General  Aflembly  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland. 

9.  Tho.  Shirley,  Efq;  took  the 
oaths  in  council  as  Capt.  Gen.  and 
Gov.  in  Chief  of  his  majelty's  Lee- 
ward Caribbee  Iflands. 

12.  A  conge  d'elire  ordered  by 
the  king  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter 
of  Wiiiclieller,  for  eledlng  a  bifhop ; 
and  a  letter  recommending  Brown- 
low  now  Bilhop  of  Worceiler,  to  be 
elected, 

June  9.  A  conge  d'elire  ordered 
by  the  king  to  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  Worcefter,  for  ele£t- 
ing  a  bifhop  ;  and  a  letter^  recom- 
mending Richard  now  Billiop  of 
Litchfield  and  Coventry,  to  be 
eledled. 

26.  The  king  has  appointed  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Jof.  Mac  Cormack  to  be 
Principal  of  the  United  College  of 
St.  Salvator  and  St.  Leonard,  in 
the  Univerfity  of  St.  Andrews,  va- 
cant by  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Robt.  Watfon, 

July  3.  Alex.  Crawford,  appoin- 
ted to  be  his  niajeily's  julticlary 
bai'.lie  for  the  Well  Seas  of  Scot- 
land. 

6.   Peter  Burrel,  Efq;  knighted. 
21.    A  conge  d'elire  ordered  to 
the  Dean  and   Chapter  of  the  ca- 
thedral church  of  Ely,  for  eleding 
a  biftiop  of  that  fee ;  with  a  letter. 


recommending  the  Right  Rev.  Fa- 
ther in  God  James  Bilhop  of  Glou- 
celler,  to  be  elefted. 

Aug.  14.  The  king  approved  of 
the  appointment  of  Sir  Peter  Bur- 
rel, Knt.  to  exercife  the  office  of 
Lord  Great  Chamberlain  of  Eng- 
land, as  deputy  to  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Prifcilla  Barbara  Eliz.  Baronefs 
Willoughby  of  Erefby,  and  Lady 
Georgina  Charlotte  Bertie,  fillers 
and  coheirs  of  his  grace  Robert, 
late  D.  of  Ancaller  and  Kelleven, 
hereditary  Lord  Great  Chamber- 
lain of  England,  deceafed. 

24.  Geo.  Younge,  Efq;  captaia 
in  his  majelly's  navy,  the  honour 
of  knighthood. 

G.  James  Cholmondeley  and 
Rich.  Tickell,  Efqrs.  commiffion- 
ers  for  his  majefty's  Itamp  duties, 
in  the  room  of  John  Kenrick,  Efq; 
religned,  and  Martin  Whilh,  Efq; 
promoted. 

David  Stew.  Moncrieffe,  Efq; 
one  of  the  Barons  of  his  majelly's 
Court  of  Exchequer  in  Scotland. 

Sept.  4.  Cha.  Middleton,  Efq; 
comptroller  of  his  majelly's  navy, 
created  a  Baronet  of  Great  Britain, 
with  remainder  to  Gerrard  Noel 
Edwards,  ofKetten,  in  the  co.  of 
Rutland,  Efq;  and  his  ilTue  male  by 
Diana  his  xvife,  daughter  of  the  faid 
Chi.  Middleton. 

Cha.  Hanbury,  Efq;  appointed 
his  majefty's  agent  and  conful  in 
the  circle  of  Lovver  Saxony,  and 
the  free  cities  of  Bremen  and  Lu- 
beck. 

The  appointment  of  John  Sta- 
bles, Efq;  to  be  one  of  the  coun- 
fellors  of  the  Gov.  Gen.  and  coun- 
cil of  the  prefidency  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam, in  Bengal,  in  the  room  of 
Philip  Francis,  Efq;  confirmed  by 
the  king. 

Sir 
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Sir  John  Dick,  Bart,  appointed 
tone  of  the  Comptrollers  of  the  Ac- 
counts of  his  majerty's  army. 

War-Office,  Sept.  25.  23d  Itg. 
light  dragoons. — Colonel  Sir  John 
Burgoyne,  of  14th  dragoons,  is 
appointed  to  be  colonel  ;  IVIajor 
John  Floyd,  of  21ft  dragoons, 
lieut.  col. 

QQ..  6.  The  dignity  of  a  Baro- 
net of  Ireland  to  Wiliiam  Glea- 
dowe  Newcovven,  of  Carrickglafs, 
in  the  county  of  Longford,  Elq; 
Barry  Denny,  of  Caltle  Moyle,  in 
the  county  of  Kerry,  Eiq;  and 
Hugh  Dillon  MafTey,  of  Donafsj 
county  of  Clare,  Efq. 

Nov.  6.  Sir  Geo.  Br.  Rodneyi 
Bart,  and  K.  B.  appointed  Vice- 
Adm.  of  Great  Britain,  and  Lieut, 
of  the  Admiralty  thereof^  and  alfo 
lieut.  of  the  navies  and  feas  of 
Great  Britain,  --vice  Ld.  Havvke. 

Geo.  Darby,  Efq;  Rear-Adm. 
of  Great  Britain,  &c.  'vice  Sir  Geo. 
Bridges  Rodney. 

Earl  Waldgrave,  Lord  Lieut, 
and  Cuft.  Rot.  of  the  co.  of  Effex, 
mice  Lord  Rochford,  dec. 

Dec.  22.  Richard  Cuft,  D.  D. 
Dean  of  Lincoln,  and  alfo  refiden- 
iiary  in  that  cathedral,  both  void 
by  the  promotion  of  Bp.  Yorke. 

"Wm.  Hayward  Roberts,  D.  D. 
Provoft  of  the  College  of  Eton,  void 
by  the  death  of  Dr.  Barnard. 

Rev.  Philip  Barlow,  Broughton 
and  Stoke  Hammond  RR.  both  in 
CO.  Bucks. 


DEATHS.     1781. 

.  Dec.  2,  1780.  Right  Hon.  Tho. 
Willoughby,  Ld.  Middleton,  and 
baronet.  His  lordihip  was  born 
Jan.  26,  1728,  and  fucceeded  his 
Vol.  XXIV. 


brother  Francis,  the  late  lord, 
Dec.  15,  1774.  He  married  April 
14,  1770,  Mifs  Chad  wick,  by 
whom  he  has  left  no  iffue,  on  which 
account  the  title  is  fuppofed  to  be 
extind. 

Lately,  Elizabeth  Countefs  of 
Afhburnham,  daughter  and  coheir 
of  Ambrofe  Crowley,  Efq;  late 
Alderman  of  London.  She  was 
married  to  the  Earl  of  Alhburn- 
ham,  1756,  by  whom  fhe  had  2 
Ions  and  4  daughters. 

Lately,  at  Hertford,  the  Hon. 
Mrs.  Orme,  wife  to  Robt.  Orme; 
Efq;  M.  P.  daughter  of  the  late 
Lord  Vifcount  Townfliend. 

Lately,  at  Afhill,  in  Ireland,  the 
Hon.  Mrs.  Coote,  wife  to  Chidley 
Coote,  Efq;  and  filler  to  the  Earl 
of  Bellamont. 

Jan.  13.  In  Italy,  in  a  very  ad- 
vanced age,  the  Countefs  Dowa; 
of  Orford,  by  whofe  death  a  join- 
ture of  1 2, cool,  per  ann.  devolves 
to  the  Earl  of  Orford  :  her  ladyfliip, 
by  her  own  defire,  was  to  be  buried 
in  Italy. 

15.  The  Queen  Dowager  of  Por- 
tugal and  Alvarez. 

At  Bath,  Lady  Mary  Cooley. 

Sir  Henry  Cheere,  Bart. 

19.  At  Edinburgh,  where  he 
went  for  the  education  of  his  fon, 
John  Prefton,  Efq;  M.  P.  for  the 
borough  of  Navan,  and  nephew 
to  the  Earl  of  Ludlow  :  by  his 
death,  a  very  great  and  extenfive 
property  devolves  to  his  eldeft  fon^ 
now  at  the  univerfuy  in  Scot- 
land. 

23.  John  Williams,  Efq;  one 
of  the  judges  for  the  counties  of 
Glamorgan,  Brecon,  and  Radnor i 
in  South  Wales. 

27.  The  Rt.  Hon.  Lady  Brydges, 
at  Chelfea,  aunt  to  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Chandos. 

[OJ  29.  Sir 
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29.  sir  John  Chapman,  Bart. 
The  title  and  elbte  devolve  to  an 
only  brctherj  now  Sir  William,  who 
has  long  enjoyed  a  conuderable 
eftate  at  Lowdham,  in  the  county 
of  Suffolk,  bequeathed  to  him  by 
Mr.  Onebye. 

In  Harley  -  ftreet,  Cavendifh- 
fqu.  the  Lady  of  Sir  John  Dyke, 
Bart. 

Feb.  9.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  A.  Pitt, 
Privy-Purfe  to  the  late  Princefs 
Dowager  of  Wales. 

After  a  few  hours  illnefs.  Lady 
jRanelagh :  by  her  death  an  eftate 
of  3500 1.  per  ann.  devolves  on 
Lionel  Felton  Harvey,  Efq;  who 
married  her  only  daughter,  Mifs 
Elvill,  by  her  firft  huiband.  Sir 
John  Elvill,  Bart. 

13.  Suddenly,  of  the  goat  in 
his  ftomach.  Gen.  Si^  Rich.  Pear- 
fon,  K.  B.  :  he  went  home  from 
the  Pantheon  in  perfeft  health  on 
the  evening  before,  and  expired 
before  eight  o'clock  the  next 
morning. 

.15.  in  Lincoln's'inn-fields,  after 
a  few  days  illnefs,  the  Lady  of  the 
Right  Han.  Lord  Loughborough, 
Lord  Chief  Jaftlce  of  his  majelly's 
Court  of  Common-Pleas. 

16.  Sir  John  Major,  Bart,  of 
Worlingvvorth,  and  Thornham- 
Hall,  both  in  Sa.%lk. 

March  i.  Prince  Eugene  of 
DeiTau,  field-marHial  of  the  Saxon 
army,  in  the  76th  year  of  his  age, 
at  his  palace  at  Deffau. 

7.  At  Wrell-Houfe,  in  Bedford- 
ihire,  aged  30,  Ld.  Polwsrth,  only 
fon  of  the  Earl  of  Marchmont,  and 
fon-in-law  to  the  Earl  of  Hard- 
wicke.  Dying  without  ifTue,  the 
Engiifh  Barony  of  Hume,  created 
in  1776,  is  exrincl. 

In  Berkeley-fquare,  Sir  Francis 
Reynolds,  Knt. 


15.  At  Edinburgh,  Lady  Mary 
Douglas,  daugh.  of  William  firft 
Earl  of  March. 

16.  Matth.  Wyldbore,  Efq;  one 
of  the  reprefentatives  for  the  city 
of  Peterborough  in  the  two  laft 
parliaments. 

Lately,  Sir  Wm.  Molyneux, 
Bart,  one  of  the  verdurers  of  the 
foreft  of  Sherwood,  and  father  of 
Sir  Fra.  Molyneux. 

26.  Near  Rochefter,  Sir  W. 
Buchanan,  Knt.  aged  82,  formerly 
M.  P.  for  Staffordlhire. 

April  2.  The  Rt.  Hon.  Charles 
Lord  Elphini'one. 

3.  Hen.  Thrale,  Efq;  LL.D.  an 
eminent  brewer,  and  member  in 
the  lait  parliament  for  the  borough 
of  Southwark. 

At  Bath,  the  Rt.  Hon.  Henry- 
Earl  Conyngham,  Vifc.  Conyng- 
ham,  and  Baron  Mount  Charles,  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  alfo  a 
Privy  Counfellor  and  Lord  Lieute- 
nant of  the  county  and  city  of  Lon- 
donderry, in  that  kingdom. 

6.  At  Abercairny,  Scotland, 
the  Plight  Hon.  Lady  Dowager 
Rollo. 

7.  Rev.  Robt.  Watfon,  D.  D. 
Principal  of  the  Univerfity  of  St. 
Andrew's,  author  of  the  Hiilory  of 
Philip  II. 

8.  Right  Hon.  Lady  Barbara 
Gould,  daughter  to  the  Earl  of 
SulTex.  ,        '• 

n.  At  Dublin,  in  the  66th 
year  of  his  age,  the  Right  Hon. 
William  Crofbie,  E.  of  Glandore, 
Vifcount  Crofbie,  of  Ard.'ert,  and 
Baron  of  Branden,  one  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  Moll  Hon.  Privy  Council 
of  Ireland.  In  Nov.  1745,  he 
married  Lady  Theodofia  Bligh, 
fillir  of  the  prefent  Earl  of  Darn- 
ley,  and  by  her,  who  died  in  May 
1777,  he  has  left  iluie  one  fon  and 

three 
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three  daughters.  His  lordfhlp  mar- 
ried fecondly  the  relift  of 

Ward,  Efq;  by  whom  he  had  no 
i/Tue. 

16.  Sir  Jof.  Copley,  Bart,  of 
Sprotbrough,  co.  York. 

18.  Ac  Acomb,  near  Yoric, 
Lady  Margaret  Dalziel,  only  dau. 
of  the  late  Earl  of  Carnwath. 

21.  At  CalHecomer,  co.  Kilken- 
ny, the  Rt.  Hon.  the  Countefs  of 
Wandesford. 

.  23.  At  Glaflaugh,  BanfFlTiire, 
aged  75,  Jas.  Abercromby,  Eiq;  of 
GlalFaugh,  a  general  of  foot,  colo- 
nel of  the  44th  reg.  and  Deputy- 
Governor  of  Stirling  Caftle. 

28,  At  Bath,  the  Right  Hon. 
Lady  Lucy  Sherard,  filler  of  the 
Earl  of  Harborough. 

29.  At  Bath,  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Teynham,  Baron  Teynham, 
CO.  Kent,  whofe  title  and  eftates 
devolve  to  "his  eldeft  fon,  the  Hon. 
Henry  Roper. 

May  3.  Lady  Charlotte  Percy, 
only  daughter  of  Earl  Percy. 

6.  At  Kenfington,  H.  Vaughan, 
Efq;  aged  101,  formerly  a  repre- 
fentative  in  parliament  for  Mon- 
mouthfhire. 

7.  At  Orielton,  Pembrokefh. 
Sir  William  Owen,  Bart. 

9.  At  Englefield-Green,  near 
Staines,  in  the  62d  year  of  his 
age,  the  Right  Hon.  William  De 
Grey,  Baron  Wallingham,  of  Wal- 
fmgham,  in  Norfolk.  His  lordlhip 
was  younger  brother  of  Tho.  De 
Grey,  Elq;  of  Morton,  in  Nor- 
folk, lately  reprefentative  for  that 
county,  and  was  fon  of  Thomas 
De  Grey,  formerly  reprefentative 
for  Thetford,  co.  Norfolk.  He 
was  made  folicitor  to  the  queen 
in  the  year  1761  ;  fo!icitor-gene- 
ral  in  1763  ;  attorney-general  in 
1766 ;    member   for    Newport    in 


1 761,  1-6S  ;  member  for  Camb. 
Univerfity  in  1770;  Chief  Jultice 
of  the  Common  -  Pleas  in  1771, 
which  he  refigned  in  1780;  and. 
Baron  Walfingham  in  1780.  By 
his  lady,  daughter  of  Wm  Cowper, 
Efq;  late  member  for  Hertford, 
he  had  ifflie  Thomas,  now  Lord 
Walfingham,  married  to  Georgia- 
na,  daugh.  of  Lord  Boftoii  ;  Char- 
lotte, married  to  Jofeph  Wyndham, 
Efq. 

13.  Lieut.  Gen.  Wm.  Amherft 
(brother  to  Lord  Amherft),  adjiat. 
general  of  his  majefty's  forces, 
colonel  of  the  3 2d  reg.  of  foot, 
and  Governor  of  St.  John's,  New- 
foundland. 

16.  The  Hon.  and  Rev.  John 
Stanley,  D.  D.  aged  9c,  Redor 
of  Winwick,  co.  Lane,  (a  living 
faid-to  be  worth  3000 1.  a  year), 
and  brother  to  the  late  Earl  of 
Derby. 

17.  In  Grofvenor-fquare,  aged 
81,  Wm.  Aiflabie,  Efq;  of  Stud- 
ley-Park,  M.  P  for  Rippon,  York- 
fhire,  and  one  of  the  auditors  of  his 
majefty's  impreft. 

20.  Lady  Mountague  Bertie, 
relid  of  Lord  Mountague  Bertie, 
2d  fon  of  Pvobert,  the  firft  Duke 
of  Ancafter  and  Kefteven,  by  his 
fecond  wife  Albina,  daughter  of 
Gen.  Farrington. 

At  his  feat  of  Caftleward  in 
Ireland,  the  Right  Hon.  Bernard 
Ward,  Lord  Baron  of  Bangor. 
He  was  created  Baron  Bangor 
May  22,  1770  ;  and  is  fucceeded 
in  title  and  eilate  by  his  eldtlt  foa 
Michael. 

22.  At  Kenfington,  Rt.  Hon.  the 
Earl  of  Mornington,  of  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland  ;  a  nobleman  of 
great  worih  and  abilities. 

31.  At  Abbevile,  near  Dublin, 
the     Right    Hon.     Lady     Louifa 
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Howard,   one  of  the  daughters  of 
the  lord-lieutenant. 

lune  2.  At  Little  Milton,  co. 
Oxford,  Sir  John  D'Oyly,  Bart, 
aged  71,  whoie  title  devolves  up- 
on Mr.  D'Oyly,  of  Adderbury 
Weft. 

3.  In  Mortimer  -  Ilrect,  Tho. 
Dummer,  Efq;  member  for  Ly- 
wimgton  in  Hamplhire. 

4.  At  Rome,  aged  51,  his  Emi- 
nency  John  Oclavius  Manciforte, 
Cardinal  Priell  of  the  Holy  Roman 
See.  This  makes  the  iztb  vacancy 
in  the  Sacred  College. 

9.  At  Dublin,  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Dunfany  ;  his  eftate  and  title 
devolves  to  his  fon  Randal,  now 
Lord  Dunfany. 

13.  At  Orton,  Huntingd.  Sir 
Cr  Cope,  Bart. 

14.  The  Lady  of  John  Aubrey, 
Efq;  member  for  Wallingford, 
Berks. 

15.  Rt.  Hon.  John  Lord  Baron 
Lille,  aged  79. 

23.  At  Merton,  in  Norfolk,  Tho. 
'De  Grey,  Efq;  elder  brother  of  the 
iate  Lord  Walfingham,  and  repre- 
ientative  in  two  parliaments  for 
»hat  county. 

27.  At  Hampllead,  Sir  John 
Honey  wood,  Bart. 

At  Invernefs,  Lady  Amelia  Hal- 
kett,  widow  of  bir  Peter  H.  of 
Pitfirran. 

July  2.  At  Edinburgh,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Baron  Maule. 

6.  At  Ely-Houfe  in  Dover-ftreet, 
of  a  dropfy  in  the  breaft,  in  the 
68th  year  of  his  age,  the  Right 
Rev.  Dr.  Edmund  Keene,  Lord 
Biihop  of  Ely.  His  lordfliip  was  a 
native  of  Lynn  in  Norfolk,  and 
a  younger  brother  of  the  late  Sir 
lienjamin  Keene,  K.  B.  formerly 
amhaflador  to  Spain,  who  left  him 
kh  fortune. 


9.  At  Eton-fchool,  the  eldeft 
fon  of  Sir  Brooke  Bridges,  Bart. 
His  death  was  o«cafioned  by  a  fall 
as  he  was  running  the  preceding 
evening,  but  did  not  then  perceive 
he  was  hurt;  he  awoke  fevcral  times 
in  the  night,  and  was  (ick  ;  his 
brother  coming  to  him  to  enquire 
how  he  was  in  the  morning,  he 
anfwered  he  was  very  well,  and  ex- 
pired in  ten  minutes. 

18.  At  Stobhall,  Right  Hon. 
James,  Earl  of  Perth. 

2gf.  Suddenly,  at  his  feat  at 
Dodderfhall  in  Bucks,  the  Right 
Hon.  Richard  Fienes,  Vifcount  and 
Baron  Say  and  Sele,  and  LL.D. 
His  father,  the  Rev.  P.ich.  Fienes, 
married  Penelope,  daughter  of 
Geo.  Chamberlain,  of  Warding- 
ton,  in  Oxford fh.  Efq;  by  whom 
he  had  ifTue  (befides  the  late  vifc.) 
Sufanna,  who  died  unmarried  ; 
Vere-Alicia,  married  to  Richard 
Wykeham,  of  SwaclifF,  Oxfordlh. 
Efq;  Elizabeth  to  the  Rev.  Henry 
Quartley,  Reftor  of  Wicken,  Nor- 
thamptonlhire  ;  and  Cecilia,  to 
Alex.  Gordon,  of  Greenwich  in 
Kent,  Efq.  His  lordiliip  was  the 
grandfon  of  the  Hon.  Rich.  Fienes, 
fourth  fon  of  William  firft  Vifc. 
Say  and  Sele,  fo  created  July  7, 
1624,  22  James  I.  ;  and  in  1742 
(being  then  fellovv'  of  New  Col- 
lege, Oxford,  of  which  the  Fienes's 
are  founder's  kin)  fucceeded  to 
the  title  on  the  death  of  his  fa- 
ther's firft  coufin,  Laurence,  and 
thus  became  the  fixth  vifcount. 
He  married,  in  1754,  Chriftabella, 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Tyrrel,  of 
Bucks,  Bart,  and  relidt  firft  of 
Joho  Knapp,  Efq;  and  afterwards 
of  John  Pigot,  of  Dodderlhall,  in 
the  fame  county,  Efq;  by  whom 
he  had  no  ifTue.  The  title  of 
vifcount  is  now  f«ppofed  to  be 
extind. 
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extinft.  Col.  Twifleton  has  lately 
been  called  up  by  writ  to  the 
barony. 

31.  At  his  feat  at  Cobham  Hall, 
near  Rochefter,  the  Right  Hon. 
John  Bligh,  Earl  and  Vile.  Darn- 
ley,  and  Baron  Clifton,  of  Rath- 
more,  in  Ireland ;  and  Lord  Clif- 
ton of  Lighton  Bromfwold,  in  Eng- 
land, hereditary  High  Steward  of 
Gravefend  and  Milton  in  Kent. 
His  lordfhip  was  born  in  1719. 
In  1739,  being  then  a  commoner, 
he  was  returned  member  of  the 
Irifh  parliament  for  Athboy  ;  and 
in  1741,  of  the  parliament  of  Eng- 
land for  Maidftone  in  I^ent.  In 
1747  he  fucceeded  his  brother,  the 
late  earl;  and  in  Sept.  1766,  he 
married,  in  Ireland,  the  daughter 
and  heirefs  of  the  late  John  Stoyte, 
Efq.  He  is  fucceeded  in  title  and 
eftate  by  his  eldeft  fon.  Lord  Clif- 
ton, a  youth' of  17,  now  at  Eton- 
fchool.  The  late  earl  has  ordered, 
by  his  will,  his  remains  to  be  in- 
terred, or  entombed,  in  a  maufo- 
leum  to  be  built  and  confecrated 
for  that  purpofe  in  his  park.  In 
the  mean  time  they  are  to  ^e  em- 
balmed and  foldered  up. 

Lately,  at  Sidcup,  the  Hon. 
Thomas  Arundel,  Count  of  the 
Sacred  Roman  Empire,  bro- 
ther to  Lord  Arundel  of  War- 
dour. 

At  Envil,  StafFordfli.  the  Right 
Hon.  Lady  Dorothy  Grey,  aunt 
to  the  Earl  of  Stamford. 

At  St.  Catharine's,  Dublin,  Sir 
Richard  Wcolfley,  Bart. 

At  Pyrmont,  Baron  De  Vel- 
theim,  lieut.  gen.  of  the  cavalry 
in  his  majefty's  Eleftoral  army  at 
Hanover.  , 

At  Stettin,  in  Germany,  in  the 
66th  year  of  his  age,  his  Serene 


Highnefs    Prince    Auguftus    Wm.' 
of  Brunfvvick    Cevern,    general    of 
infantry    in    the    Pruffian    fervice, 
and  Governor  of  Stettin. 

Aug.  6.  Drowned,  as  he  was 
bathing  in  the  Thames,  the  2d 
fon  of  Sir  Charles  Cocks,  Bart, 
an  amiable  and  mod  promifmg 
youth  of  Weftminllcr-fchool. 

30.  After  a  long  illnefs,  during 
which  he  was  feveral  times  confi- 
dently reported  to  have  been  dead, 
Geo.  Hayley,  Efq;  Alderman  of 
Cordwainer's  Ward,  and  one  of  the 
four  reprelentatives  in  parliamcnc 
for  the  city  of  London,  He  mar- 
ried the  filler  of  John  Wilkes,  Eiq; 
widow  of  Mr.  Stork,  an  eminent 
Welt-India  merchant,  and  by  her 
had  two  fons,  who  died  young, 
and  two  daughters,  one  of  whom 
furvives. 

At  Auchirles,  the  Hon.  John 
Forbes,  of  Picfligo,  aged  6S.  He 
was  only  fon  to  Alexander  Lord 
Forbes,  of  Pitfligo,  by  his  firlt 
Lady  Rebecca  Norton,  of  London. 
He  married,  the  2d  of  Aug.  1750, 
Rebecca  Ogilvie,  eldeil  daugh.  of 
the  late  James  Ogilvie,  of  Auchi- 
ries ;  by  whom  having  had  no  iflue,  . 
the  male  line  of  the  ancient  and 
noble  houfe  of  Pitfligo  is  extind. 
The  family  is  now  reprefented  by 
Sir  Wm.  Forbes,  Bart,,  banker  in 
Edinburgh. 

At  Tobago,  a  few  days  before 
the  French  took  poflelhon  of  it, 
the  Hon.  Lieut.  Sutton,  of  the 
86th  reg.  of  foot,  fon  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Lord  Geo.  Sutton. 

At  Philorth,  aged  61,  Ac  Right 
Hon.  George  Lord  Saltoun. 

The  Right  Hon.  William  Earl 
of  Panmure,  of  the  kingdom  u'f 
Ireland,  Col.  of  the  Scotch  Greys, 
and   rcprelentative     in    parliament 
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for  the  county  of  Forfar  in  Scot- 
land. 

Sept.  I.  At  Drefden,  his  Serene 
Highiiefs  Prince  Charles,  brother 
to  the  EIe£lor  of  Saxony,  in  the 
30th  year  of  his  age. 

10.  Sir  Thomas  Gooch,  Bart,  of 
Benacree-Hall,  co.  Suffolk. 

12.  At  Naples,  aged  30,  of  a 
dyfentery,  L.  rd  Rich.  Cavendifh, 
next  brother  to  the  D.  of  Devon- 
iliire,  and  brother  to  the  Duchefs 
of  Portland.  His  lo/dlhip  wa^r  mem- 
ber in  the  la!t  parliament  for  Lan- 
cailer,  and  chofen  at  i.ie  late  gene- 
ral eledlion  for  the  co.  Di-rby. 

16,  At  Briftol,  the  Rigac  Hon. 
Dorothy  Countefs  of  Haroorough, 
Lady  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl 
of  Harborough,  of  Stapleford,  Lei- 
cellerfhire. 

21.  At  Afh-Hall,  CO.  York,  Sir 
Laurence  Dundas,  Bart,  member 
for  Richmond  in  the  lafl  parlia- 
ment. By  the  death  of  Sir  L.  D. 
an  eflate  of  16, cool,  per  ann.  de- 
volves to  his  fon,  now  Sir  Tho. 
Dundas.  He  is  alfo  faid  to  have 
left  behind  him,  in  various  lega- 
cies to  his  nephews  and  Other  re- 
lations, the  imm^nfe  fortune  of 
900,000!.  in  perfonalilies  and  land- 
ed property. 

Sir  Tho.  Mannock,  Bart,  who 
is  fucceeded  in  title  and  eilate  by 
his  brother  Geo.  AJannock,  Efq; 
ofBr.;mley-HalI,  EfTex. 

At  Briitol,  the  Rev.  Sir  Robert 
Pynfent,  Bart,  a  gentleman  well 
known  for  his  conteft  with  the  E. 
of  Chatham  for  the  Pynfent  ellate. 

At  Eyre  Court,  in  Ireland,  the 
Pvight  Hon.  John  Lord  Eyre. 

At  BroughHall,  Yorklhire,   Sir 
.  Henry   Lavvfon,  Bart.     He  is  fuc- 
ceeded  in   title    and   eflate  by  his 
eldeft  fon,  now  Sir  John  Lawfon. 
28.     At  his  feat  at  St.  Ofyth, 


in  Ejffex,  aged  64,  the  Right  Hon. 
William    Henry   Naffau  De  Zule- 
llein,   Earl   of  Rochford,  Vifcount 
Tunbridge,  Knight  of  the  Garter, 
one  of  his   majefty's  privy  council,  _ 
one    of  the  elder  brethren    of  the 
Trinity-Houfe,  a  Governor  of  the 
Charter- Houfe,  Vice-admiral  of  the 
coafts    of  Effex,    Lord  Lieut,    and 
Cuft.  Rot.  of  the  county,  and  Col. 
of  the  wetlern  battalion  of  the  Eifex 
militia.     He  married  Lucy,  daugh- 
ter of  Edw.  Young,  Efq;  ofDurn- 
ford,  Wilts,  and  one  of  the  maids 
of  honour  to  the  Princefs  of  Wales. 
Dying  without  iflue,  his  titles  and 
eltate  devolve  to  his  nephew,.  Wm. 
Henry  Naffau,  Efq;  eldell    fon    of 
the  late  Hon.  Rich.  Savage  Naflau, 
formerly    M.   P.    for    Maiden   in 
EfTex. 

Oa.  I.  In Taviftock-ftreet,  Mr. 
John  Charles  Newby,  brother-in- 
law  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bate. 

The  Right  Hon.  Vere  Beauclerk, 
Lord  Vere  of  Hanworth,  one  of  the 
Vice-prefidents  of  the  Afylum,  and 
uncle  to  the  Duke  of  St.  Alban's. 
His  lordfliip  was  the  third  fon  of 
Charles  the  firft  Duke  of  St.  Al- 
ban's, by  his  wife  the  Lady  Diana 
Vere,  fole  heir  of  the  20th  and 
laft  Earl  of  Oxford  of  that  illuf- 
trious  family.  He  married  the 
eldeit  daughter  and  coheir  of  Tho. 
Chambers,  Efq;  of  Hanworth,  in 
Middlefex,  and  fifter  to  the  Coun- 
tefs Temple,  by  whom  he  left  a  fon, 
Aubrey,  now  Lord  Vere,  member 
in  the  parliament  that  met  in  1768, 
for  Aldborough  in  Yorkfliire,  who 
in  1763  married  Lady  Catharine 
Ponibnby,  daughter  of  the  Earl 
of  Befborough,  by  whom  he  has 
iflue  ;  and  a  daughter,  Mary,  mar- 
ried in  1762  to  Lord  Cha.  Spencer, 
next  brother  to  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough, 
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3.  At  Wltham-PIace, 
William  Lord  Stourton, 
Catholic  peer.  He  is  lucceeded  in 
title  and  cftate  by  his  fon,  the  Hon. 
Cha.  Philip  Stourton. 

4.  Sir  Rich.  Murray,  Bart,  of 
Blackbarony.  He  is  fucceeded  in 
title  by  his  brother,  now  Sir  Arch. 
Murray. 

6.  Right  Hon.  Henry  Fred. 
Thynne  Howe,  Lord  Chedwonh, 
aged  66.  He  is  fucceeded  in  title 
and  eltate  by  his  nephew,  Tho. 
Howe,  Efq. 

7.  Lady  Hcnyv.'ood,  reli£t  of  Sir 
John  Hony wood,  Bart,  of  Evington, 
Kent.  Her  ladyihip  was  aunt  to 
Sir  John  Filmer,  Bart. 

13.  Cha.  Millar,  Efq;  brother 
to  Sir  Tho.  Millar,  and  to  the 
Countefs  of  Albemarle,  and  equer- 
ry to  his  R,  H.  the  Duke  of  Glou- 
celler. 

14.  At  Brftkenham,  in  Kent,  Sir 
Piercy  Brett,  Knt.  Admiral  of  the 
Blue,  an  elder  brother  of  the  Tri- 
nity-Houfe,  and  one  of  the  direftors 
of  Greenwich  Hofpital. 

15.  At  Bruflels,  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Alex.  Erfkine,  Earl  of  Kelly,  in 
Scotland,  Vifcount  Fenton,  &c. 
&c.  He  is  fucceeded  in  tide  and 
eflate  by  his  brother,  the  Hon. 
Major  Arch.  Erfkine,  of  the  nth 
reg.  of  foot. 

16.  At  Suiibury,  in  Midd.  the 
Right  Hon.  Edward  Lord  Hawke, 
K.  B.  Vice  Adm.  of  Great  Britain, 
admiral  of  the  fleet,  Prefident  of 
the  M.iritime-School,  and  an  elder 
brother  of  the  Trinity-Houfe. 

19.  In  Fifefliire,  Sir  Robert 
Henderfon,  of  Fordtll,  Bart. 

20.  At  Trelowarren,  in  Corn- 
wall, Sir  Rich.  Vyvyan,  Bart,  who 
is  fucceeded  in  title  anJ  ellate  by 
his  brother,  now  the  Rev.  SirCarew 
Vyvyan. 


22.  Suddenly,  at  Burford,  Ox- 
fordlhire,  aged  75,  Wm.  Lcnthall, 
Efq;  one  of  the  jullices  of  the 
peace  for  that  county,  and  great 
grandfon  to  Lenihall,  fpeaker  of 
the  long  parliament  in  Cromwell's 
time. 

24.  In  Charles-ftr.  Grofvenor- 
fquare,  aged  97  years  4  moachs. 
Lady  Gray,  relict  of  Sir  James 
Gray,  Bart,  and  mother  of  the  late 
Sir  James  and  Sir  George. 

27.  At  Nackington,  near  Can- 
terbury, Mrs.  Milles,  mother  to 
Rich.  Milles,  Efq;  late  M.  P.  for 
that  city,  and  to  the  Lady  of  Sir 
Edw.  Allley,  Bart. 

Nov.  5.  At  Staplefori,  co.  Leic. 
the  Right  Hon.  Lady  Dorothy 
Sherard,  only  daughter  of  the  E.  of 
Harborough,  by  Dorothy,  the  late 
countefs. 

10.  At  his  houfe  in  the  V/arren, 
Woolwich,  aged  77,  Lieut.  Gen. 
Geo.  Williams,  col.  of  the  2d  bat- 
talion of  the  royal  reg.  of  artillery  ; 
he  was  near  60  years  an  oihcer,  and 
was  buried  on  the  i6th  at  WoCilwich 
with  military  honours. 

12.  At  Hartford,  near  Hunting- 
don, Mrs.  Wadefon,  relid  of  Ro- 
bert Wadefon,  Efq;  formerly  of  the 
Ifland  of  Barbadoes. 

Lately,  at  Lifbon,  wherii  he  went 
for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  the 
Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Pelham 
Clinton,  2d  fon  of  the  Duke  of 
Newcaltle,  member  for  Eail  Ret- 
ford, CO.  Nottingham,  and  one' of 
the  gentlemen  of  the  bed-chamber 
to  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

Hon.  Edni.  Butler,  brother  to  the 
late  Lord  Dunboyne. 

Dec.  2.  Of  an  apoplexy,  the 
Rev.  t.dw.  Barnard,  D.  D.  Piov(mI 
of  Eton  College,  Canon  of  V-'ini- 
for,  Redlor  of  Paul's  Cray,  Kent, 
and  one  of  his  majcfty's  chapl.^.ins 
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in  ordinary.  He  was  formerly  fel- 
low of  St.  John's  College,  Canib. 
and  mafter  in  Eton  fcliool.  He  has 
left  one  fon,  now  at  St.  John's. 

4-  At  Norwicli,  Sir  Thomas 
Churchman,  Knt.  Alderman  of 
Mancroft  Ward.  He  ferved  the 
office  of  fherifF  in  the  year  1757, 
was  elefted  an  alderman  in  1759, 
and  chief  magiftrate  in  1761. 

II.  At  his  feat  at  Weft  Wy- 
combe, Bucks,  after  a  tedious  ill- 
Hefs,  the  Right  Hon.  Fra.  Dafh- 
wood.  Lord  Le  Defpencer,  Pre- 
mier Baron  of  England,  a  Privy 
Counfellor,  Lord  Lieut,  and  Cuft. 
Kot.  of  Buckinghamfhire,  joint 
Poftmafter  -  General,  one  of  the 
Vice-Prefidents  of  the  Foundling 
Hofpital  and  of  the  Medical  Afy- 
lum,  F.R.  andA.SS.  and  LL.D. 
His  lordfhip,  in  May  1763,  was 
appointed  Keeper  of  the  Great 
Wardrobe,  and  Lord  Lieut,  of  the 
CO.  of  Bucks  ;  and  one  of  the  joint 
Poftmallers  -  Gen,  Dec.  19,  1770. 


He  married  Mifs  Gould,  of  Iver, 
Bucks,  daugh.  of  the  late  Henry 
Gould,  Efq.  Her  ladyfhip  died 
without  iffue,  Feb.  2,  1760.  The 
ancient  Barony  of  Le  Defpencer 
now  defcepds  to  Sir  Tho.  Staple- 
ton,  Bart,  of  Grey's  Court,  near 
Henley,  Oxfordfhire,  grandfon  of 
Vere,  Earl  of  Weftmoreland,  and 
Lord  Le  Defpencer. 

22.  In  Upper  Brook-ftr.  Grof- 
venor-fquare,  the  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Frances  Coningiby.  She  was  ftruck 
with  the  pajfy  in  her  heart  as  (he 
was  going  out  in  her  carriage,  and 
expired  immediately.  By  her  death. 
Lord  Maiden  comes  into  pofTeffipa 
of  7000 1.  a  year,  and  a  large  funi 
of  money. 

25.  The  eldeft  fon  of  the  late 
Sir  John  Cope.  The  above  young 
gentleman  was  not  above  12  years 
old,  and  but  a  few  days  on  an  ex- 
curfion  from  Eton  College.  Thq 
title  defcends  to  his  unclt,  a  private 
gentleman. 
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7ht  Trial  of  George  Gordon,  Efq; 
comincnly  called  Lord  George 
Gordon,  for  High  Treafon,  at 
the  Bar  of  the  Court  of  Kitig's- 
Bench,  on  Monday,  Feb.  5,  178 1*. 

Copy  of  the  IndiJiment  preferred 
againfi  Lord  George  Gordon  by 
the  Grand  Jury, 

"  Middlefex, 
**  '  ■  ^  H  E  jurors  /or  our  lord 
X  ^^  k^'"'^  upon  their  oath 
prefent.  That  George  Gordon, 
late  of  the  parifii  of  St.  Mary-Le- 
Bone,  otherwife  Marybone,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  Efq;  com- 
monly called  Lord  George  Gor- 
<Jon,  being  a  fubjeft  of  our  laid 
fovereign  Lord  George  the  Third, 
by  the  Grace  of  God  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King, 
Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c.  not 
having  the  fear  of  God  before  his 
eyes,  nor  weighing  the  duty  of  his 
allegiance,    but  being  moved   and 


feduced  by  the  infligation  of  the 
devil,  and  entirely  withdrawing 
the  love,  and  true  and  due  obe- 
dience which  every  fubject  of  our 
faid  fovereign  Icrd  the  king  (hould 
and  of  right  ought  to  bear  towards 
our  faid  prefent  fovereign  lord 
the  king,  and  wickedly  devifing 
and  intending  to  diltarb  the  peace 
and  public  tranquillity  of  this 
kingdom,  on  the  3d  day  of  J'me, 
in  the  twentietn  year  of  the  reign 
of  our  faid  fovereign  lord  the  now 
king,  at  the  parifh  of  St.  Marga- 
ret, within  the  liberty  of  Wefl- 
minflcr,  in  the  faid  county  of 
Middlefex,  unlawfully,  maliciouf- 
ly,  and  traitorcufly  did  ccmpafs, 
imagine,  and  intend  to  r..ife  and 
levy  war,  infurreflion,  and  rebel- 
lion againft  our  faid  lord  the  king 
within  this  kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  and  to  fulfil  and  bring  to 
effect  the  faid  traitorous  compaf- 
fings,  imaginations,'  and  inten- 
tions of  him  the  faid  George  Gor_« 


*  The  Court  confifted  of— William  Earl   of  Mansfield,  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
Edwird   Willes,  Efqj  Sir   W.  H.  Afliurft,   Knt.    Francis  Buller,    Efq 
Juilices. 

The  Jury — Thomas  Collins,  Efq;  Berncr-ftieet ;  Henry  HaSir.gs,  Efq; 
Queen  Anne-lheet  ;  Edward  Hulll-,  Efq;  Harlcy-lirtct ;  Eeivvr.iJ  Pom- 
fret,  Elq;  New  North-ftreet  ;  Gedellah  Gatfield,  Efq;  Hackr.cv  ;  Joftrph 
Pickles,  Efq;  Homerton  ;  Edward  Gordon,  Efq;  BrcniUy  ;  Mniina- 
duke  Peacock,  Efq;  Hackney  ;  Francis  Degon,  Efq;  H.'n  miilmith ; 
Simon  Le  Sage,  Efq;  ditto;  Robert  Arniitage,  Efq;  Kcnfington  ; 
John  Rix,  Efq;   Whitcchapcl. 

Cour^ciL  for  the  Croivn — Mr.  Attoincv- General,  Mr.  Solicitor-General, 
Mr,  Bearcroft,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Howarth,  Mr.  Dunninjj,  Mr.  Norton. 

CoVNciLfor  iht  Prifoner — Mr.  Kenyon,  Mr,  ErJiine. 
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don,  he  the  faid  George  Gordon 
afterwards  (that  is  to  iay)  on  the 
id  day  of  June,  in  the  twentieth 
year  aforefaid,  with  force  of  arms, 
&c.  at  the  faid  parifh  of  St.  Mar- 
garet, within  the  liberty  of  VVeft- 
minflcr,  in  the  faid  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex,  with  a  great  multitude  of 
perfons  whofe  names  are  at  prefent 
unknown  to  the  jurors  aforefaid, 
to  a  great  number,  to  wit,  to  the 
number  of  five  hundred  perfons 
and  upwards,  armed  and  arrayed 
in  a  warlike  manner  (that  is  to 
fay),  with  colours  flying,  and 
with  fwords,  clubs,  bludgeons, 
ilaves,  and  other  weapons,  as  well 
offenfive  as  defenfive,  being  then 
and  there  unlawfully,  malicioufly, 
and  traitorcufiy  affembled  and  ga- 
thered together  againft  our  faid 
prefent  fovereign  lord  the  king, 
moft  wickedly,  malicioufly,  and 
traitoroufly  did  ordain,  prepare, 
and  levy  peblic  war  againft  our 
faid  Jord  the  king,  his  fupreme 
and  undoubted  lord,  contrary  to 
the  duty  of  his  allegiance,  againft 
the  peace  of  our  faid  lord  the  king, 
his  crown,  and  dignity,  and  alfo 
againft  the  form  of  the  ftatute  in 
fuch  cafe  made  and  provided. 
And  the  jurors  aforefaid,  upon 
their  oath  aforefaid,  further  pre- 
fent, that  the  faid  George  Gor- 
don, being  a  fubjeft  of  our  Sove- 
reign Lord  George  the  Third,  by 
the  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, France,  and  Ireland,  King, 
Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c.  not 
having  the  fear  of  God  before  his 
eyes,  but  being  moved  and  feduc- 
cd  by  the  inftigation  of  the  dtvil, 
arid  entirely  withdrawing  the  love, 
and  true  and  due  obedience  which 
every  fubje6^  of  our  faid  fovereign 
lord  the  kiig  fhL»uld,  and  of  right 
ought  to  bear  towards-  our  faid 
prefent  fovereign    lord    the  king. 


and  wickedly  derifing  and  intend- 
ing to  difturb  the  peace  and  public 
tranquillity  of  this  kingdom,  af- 
terwards, to  wit,  on  the  faid  fe- 
cond  day  of  June,  in  the  twentieth 
year  of  the  reign  of  our  faid  fove- 
reign lord  the  now  king,  and  on 
divers  other  days  and  times  be- 
tween that  day  and  the  tenth  day 
of  the  faid  month  of  June,  at  the 
faid  parifii  of  St.  Margaret,  within 
the  liberty  of  Weilmintier,  in  the 
faid  county  of  Middiefex,  unlaw- 
fully, malicioufly,  and  traitorouf- 
ly, did  compafs,  imagine,  and 
intend  to  raife  and  levy  war,  in- 
furredtion,  and  rebellion  againft 
our  faid  lord  the  king,  within  this 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  ;  and 
to  fulfil  and  bring  to  effeft  the 
faid  laft  mentioned  traitorous  com- 
paflings,  imaginations,  and  inten- 
tions of  him  the  faid  George  Gor- 
don, he  the  faid  George  Gordon, 
on  the  faid  fecond  day  of  June, 
in  the  twentieth  year  aforefaid, 
and  on  divers  other  days  and  times 
between  that  day  and  the  tenth 
day  of  the  fame  month  of  June, 
with  force  and  arms,  &c.  at  the 
faid  parifli  of  St.  Margaret,  within 
the  liberty  of  Weftminfter,  in  the 
faid  county  of  Middiefex,  with  a 
great  multitude  of  perfons  whofe 
names  are  at  prefent  unknown  to 
the  jurors  aforefaid,  to  a  great 
number,  to  wit,  to  the  number  of 
five  hundred  perfons  and  upwards, 
armed  and  arrayed  in  a  v/arlike 
manner  (that  is  to  fay),  with  co- 
lours flying,  and  with  fwords, 
clubs,  bludgeons,  ftaves,  and  o- 
ther  weapons,  as  well  offenfive  as 
defenfive,  being  then  and  there 
unlawfully,  malicioufly,  and  trai- 
toroufly affembled  and  gathered 
together  againft  our  faid  prefent 
fovereign  lord  the  king,  moft  wick- 
edly, malicioufly,  and  traitorouf- 
ly 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.        [219 


ly  did  ordain,  prepare,  and  levy 
public  war  againll  our  faid  lord 
the  king,  his  fupreme  and  un- 
doubted lord,  contrary  to  the  duty 
of  his  allegiance,  againft  the  peace 
of  our  faid  lord  the  king,  his 
crown,  and  dignity,  and  alfo  a- 
gainft  the  form  of  the  ftatute  in 
fuch  cafe  made  and  provided." 

Mr.   Norton    opened  the  IndiBment. 

Mr.  attorney-general  then  flat- 
ed,  that  the  particular  fpecies  of 
treafon,  with  which  the  prifoner 
was  charged,  was  '  levying  war 
againll  the  king  within  his  realm  :' 
that  '  this  offence,  within  the  fta- 
tute 25  Edw.  III.  is  of  two  forts, 
the  one  direftly  and  immediately 
againft  the  perfon  of  the  king  ;' 
that  *  the  other,  conftrudive  levy- 
ing of  A  ar,  is  againft  -the  majefty 
of  the  king,  as  a  great  and  nume- 
rous infurreftion  of  the  people  to 
effeft  by  force  an  alteration  of  the 
eftabliihed  law  of  the  country,  or 
the  reformation  of  grievances,  real 
or  imaginary,  in  which  the  infur- 
gents  have  no  particular  or  fpe- 
cial  intereft  ;'  and,  that  it  was  of 
the  latter  kind  of  levying  war  with 
which  the  prifoner  ftood  charged. 

He  then  entered  into  a  difcuf- 
fion  of  the  Ad  againft  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  the  iith  and  12th  of 
King  William,  fhewing  that  the 
claufes  it  contained  were  equally 
cruel  and  fevere,  and  could  only 
be  juftified  by  the  neceffity  of  the 
cafe,  for  the  falvation  of  the  ftate 
and  our  religion  ;  that  the  hiftory 
of  the  times  afforded  no  proof  of 
fuch  ne.efiicy,  nor  any  apology  for 
the  hardftiips  of  fuch  provifions ; 
that  the  bill,  on  the  contrary,  ac- 
cording to  Biihop  Burnet's  ac- 
countj  originated  in  party  faiUon* 


and  was  brought  into  the  Houfe  of 
Ccmmons,  that  the  court  party, 
by  rejefting  it,  might  incur  the 
odium  of  favouring  the  Catholics  ; 
that  thofe  who  brought  it  in  did 
not  mean  it  ihould  pal's,  but  were 
difap pointed  in  their  views,  the 
court  par:y  making  no  oppofition 
to  it ;  that  wilhing  then  to  drop 
it,  they  could  not ;  upon  which 
they  added  many  fevere  and  un- 
reafonable  ciaules  to  the  bill,  and 
fent  it  lip  to  the  lords  in  hopes  that 
they  would  reje£l  it,  who,  how- 
ever, fufFered  it  to  pafs.  *  It  was 
too  much,'  added  the  attorney- 
general,  *  for  any  party  or  fadion 
to  ftake  upon  their  game  the  li- 
berties and  fortunes  of  others.' 

He  next  jullified  the  Aft  pafled 
in    1778,    to    relieve    the     Roman 
Catholics  from  the  oppreflive  clau- 
fps  of  the  faid  A61  of  the  nth  and 
12th   of  King    William.       *  This 
Bill,'    faid  he,    •  was   brought   in 
by    a    member    of    the    Houfe    of 
Commons,     diftinguiftied    for    his 
love   of  the   civil  rights  of  man- 
kind, and  for  his  firm  and  zealous 
attachment   to  the  Proteftant  reli- 
gion,   and     who    bcfides    pofieffes 
every  public  and  private  virtue  that 
can  adorn  the  citizen   and  the  man 
— I   mean   Sir  George  Savile.     It  , 
pafTed   through    the    commons   al» 
moft  unanimoufly,    the    oppofition 
made  to  it  by  lome  not   being  to 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  but  that 
it  did  not  go   far   enough   in    the 
redrefs  :   for,  at  the    time   of  paf- 
fing   this    Aft    of   King   William, 
the  Roman  Catholics   were  exclud- 
ed from  any  fhare  in  government, 
from    any  office  of   truft   civil    or 
military,    and  the  perfons  of   that 
religion    performing    any    part    of 
their  funftions,   as  priefts,  or  keep- 
ing of  fchools,  cr  educating  youth, 

were 
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were  liable  to  many  pecuniary  pe- 
nalties, and  in  Ibmc  inftances  to 
temporary  imprifonment.' 

After  mentioning  that  the  re- 
peal of  the  Aft  in  queftion  was  con- 
ditional only,  and  reftrained  to 
thofe  who  (hould  take  an  oath  of 
the  flrongeft  affurance  of  loyalty 
to  the  government,  and  an  abju- 
ration in  the  moft  explicit  terms 
of  every  pretender  to  the  crown 
and  government,  with  a  pofitive 
renunciation  of  any  authority  of 
the  fee  of  Rome,  in  civil  or  tem- 
poral cafes,  within  this  kingdom  ; 
he  took  notice  of  the  great  difturb- 
ances  at  Edinburgh  in  February 
1779,  upon  the  luppofition  of  a 
fimilar  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  in  Scotland. 
This  he  noticed,  as  what  would 
be  found  to  be  a  very  material 
circumftance  when  he  came  to  fiate 
the  conduft  of  the  prifoner. 

Faffing  then  to  the  Proteftant 
Affociation,  he  mentioned  the 
pains  that  were  taken  to  create  a 
belief  that  the  repeal  of  the  fta- 
tute  of  King  William  would  be 
attended  with  imminent  danger  to 
the  ftate,  and  to  the  Proteftant  re- 
ligion. *  Upon  this  ground,'  faid 
he,  '  a  petition  was  determined 
upon,  and,  if  they  apprehended 
danger,  they  did  right  to  petition  ; 
it  is  the  inherent  right  of  the  fub- 
jedl  to  petition  parliament ;  and, 
whenever  they  imagine  a  cafe  pro- 
per for  the  confideration  of  par- 
liament, they  do  right  to  bring  it 
before  them  ;  and  I  believe  this 
petition  was  at  one  time  intended 
to  have  been  prefented  in  a  legal, 
conftitutional,  and  orderly  man- 
ner.' 

Adverting  to  the  circumftance  «f 
afiembllng,  by  public  advertife- 
menf,  in  St.  George's  Fields,  a 
vaft  » altitude   tf  people,    which 


he  called  a  large  army,  he  faid, 
that,  '  though  it  is  the  innate 
right  of  the  fubjeifl  to  prefent  a  pe- 
tition to  parliament,  yet  the  pe- 
titioners are  not  to  diclate  to  par- 
liament, or  take  from  pailiament 
their  deliberation  upon  the  fub- 
je6l ;  that  would  tend  diredly  to 
the  diffolution  of  the  conltitution, 
and  the  fubverfion  of  govern- 
ment.' 

Defcribing  then  the  march  of 
the  Proteftant  Affociators  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  which  he 
faid  was  as  regular  as  an  army 
trained  to  it,  and  dwelling  upon 
the  dreadful  outrages  and  confla- 
grations that  enfued,  he  obferved, 
that  *  all  perfons  who  contributed 
to  the  perpetration  of  them  were 
as  criminal  as  the  very  perfons 
who  committed  the  aft,  and  more 
fo,  efpecially  if  they  are  to  be 
afcribed  to  their  incitement  and 
encouragement.'  He  then  added, 
'  Gentlemen,  you  have  now  before 
you,  as  will  appear  upon  the  evi- 
dence, the  author  of  all  thefe  vio- 
lent and  difgraceful  proceedings, 
to  whom  the  whole  is  to  be  im- 
puted. An  offender  of  fuch  a  de- 
fcription  has  not  often  appeared 
in  a  court  of  juftice.'  In  further 
Hating  the  conduft  of  the  prifoner, 
he  dwelt  much  upon  the  moft  mi- 
nute circumftances  that  could  tend 
to  criminate  him,  particularly  on 
his  allufion  to  the  firmnefs  of  the 
Scotch,  and  then  concluded  by 
calling  for  the 

E'vidence  for  the  Croiun. 
William  Hay,  a  printer  in 
Fleet-ftreet,  fwore,  that  he  had 
feen  the  prifoner  five  or  fix  times 
at  dift'erent  places  where  the  Pro- 
teftant Affociation  met  ;  particu- 
larly at  St.  Margaret's-hill,  at 
Greenwood's  rooms,    at    the   Old 

Crown 
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Grown  and  Rolls  in  Chancery- 
lane,  at  the  London  Tavern,  and 
at  Coachmakers-hall  ;  that,  at 
the  meeting  at  Coachmakers-hall 
on  the  29th  of  May,  previous  to 
their  going  up  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  he  heard  the  prifoner 
announce  to  a  numerous  afiembly, 
'  that  the  AfTociated  Protefrants 
amounted  to  upwards  pf  40,000  ; 
that,  on  Friday  the  2d  of  June,  it 
was  refolved  they  fhould  meet  in 
St.  George's  Fields,  in  four  fepa- 
rate  divifions  or  columns,  arrayed 
or  drefled  in  their  beil  clothes, 
with  blue  cockades  in  their  hats, 
as  he  himfelf  fhould  wear  one,  to 
diftinguiih  them  from  Papifts  or 
friends  to  Roman  Catholics ;'  that 
fome  evenings  before,  at  the  Crown 
and  Rolls,  the  prifoner  read  over 
the  preambles  or  certain  parts  of 
the  penal  laws  of  Charles  11.  Wil- 
liam and  Mary,  and  George  II.  ; 
that,  after  reading  them,  he  ob- 
ferved,  '  That,  by  his  majefty's 
giving  his  affent  to  the  Quebec 
law,  and  the  late  A£l  tolerating 
the  Roman  Catholics  in  England, 
his  counfellors  had  brought  hini  to 
that  pafs  or  fituation  in  which 
James  II.  was  afcer  his  abdica- 
tion ;'  that  he  then  read  his  ma- 
jefty's  coronation-oath,  and  faid, 
*  It  was  his  opinion,  that  his  ma- 
jcfty  had  broken  that  oath,'  and 
that  '  the  people  of  this  country 
did  not  mince  the  matter,  they 
fpoke  their  minds  freely,  and 
avowed  it  to  be  true ;'  that,  on 
Friday  the  2d  of  June,  he  faw  a 
vaft  multitude  coUcdted  in  St. 
George's  Fields,  with  cockades 
and  banners,  and  the  words  Fro- 
tejiant  jiJfQciatiot ,  no  Popery  !  on 
them  ;  and  that  he  faw  Lord 
George  haranguing  the  mob  ;  that 
afterwards  he  faw  them  march 
through  Fleet-ftrect   in    their  way 


to  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  that 
the  fame  day  he  was  in  the  lobby 
of  the  houfe,  which  was  much 
crowded  ;  that  he  heard  Lord 
George  exhort  the  mob  •  to  con- 
tinue Itedfalt  in  fo  good  and  glo- 
rious a  caufe.  He  would  pcrfc- 
vere  in  it  himfelf;  and  he  hoped, 
although  there  was  very  little  ex- 
peftation  from  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, that  they  would  meet  with 
redrefs  from  their  mild  or  gracious 
foTereign.' 

On  his  crofs-examination  he 
faid,  that  the  firll  time  of  his  at- 
tending the  meetings  of  the  Pro- 
tellant  Aflbciation  was  on  the  loth 
of  December.  Being  defired  to 
recollect  whether  he  certainly  faw 
the  prifoner  at  Greenwood's  rooms, 
he  defired  to  refer  to  his  notes,  and 
then  faid  he  was  miftaken.  Be- 
ing aiked  how  he  came  to  take 
notes  of  what  pafled  at  thefe  meet- 
ings, he  anfwered,  that  he  had 
an  idei  then  of  what  would  be 
their  confequences ;  that  he  firll 
forefaw  thefe  confequences  on  the 
20th  of  February.  Being  remind- 
ed that  he  h?.d  taken  notes  fo  early 
as  the  21ft  of  ^anuary  (the  day  oa 
which  he  had  fworn  that  he  fa.v 
Lord  George  in  Greenwood's 
.-ooms)  he  anfwered,  that,  with- 
out thofe  notes,  he  could  not  come 
to  that  conclufion  in  his  own  mind 
about  the  confequences,  and  that 
he  had  taken  notes  on  the  loth  of 
December  ;  that  this  was  his  con- 
Ilant  ccurfa  in  all  occurrences  of 
life.  Being  queftioned  what  oihcr 
meetings  he  had  attended  befides 
thofe  of  the  Proteftant  Alfociation, 
where  he  had  committed  what  paf- 
fed  to  writing,  he  appeared  much 
embarraffed.  He  faid,  however, 
that  the  firll  notes  he  made  in  liis 
life  were  in  the  General  AfTembiy 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland.  Hav- 
ing 
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ing  faid  that  the  perfon  he  had 
feen  with  a  flag  in  Fleet-flreet  he 
faw  afterwards  at  the  Fleet-priTon 
and  in  Weftminfter,  he  was  de- 
fired  to  defcribe  him.  He  an- 
fwered,  that  he  appeared  to  him 
like  a  brewer's  fervant  in  his  beft 
clothes  ;  upon  which  being  deiired 
to  explain  by  what  mark  he  could 
diftinguifti  a  brewer's  fervant  in 
his  beft  clothes  from  other  men, 
he  was  extremely  confufed,  and, 
at  length,  declared  himfelf  unable 
to  anfwer  the  quelHon. 

William  Metcalf  fwore   that    he 
was  at    Coachmakers-hall    on    the 
day     when    the    meeting    in     St. 
George's   Fields    was  fixed  upon  ; 
that  he  went  out  of  curiofity,    on 
hearing  Lord    G.    Gordon  .  was  to 
be  there  ;    that  he  heard  him  de- 
iire    them    to    meet    him    in    St. 
George's    Fields  ;     he     reminded 
them    '  that   the  Scotch   had  fuc- 
ceeded  by  unanimity,  and   he  de- 
fired  that  they    would  likewife   be 
unanimous  ;  he  hoped  no  one,  who 
had  figned  the  petition,  would  be 
afhamed  or   afraid  to  Ihew  himfelf 
in  the  caufe ;     he    would  not  pre- 
fent    the    petition,    unlefs    he    was 
met    in    St.     George's   Fields    by 
twenty    thoufand    people,    and    he 
recommended  them  to   come  with 
blue  cockades  in    their  hats,    as  a 
mark    of  diftinftion  ;    he    himfelf 
would  be  there  to   meet  them,  and 
would    be   anfwerable    for   any  of 
thera    that   fhould  be  molefted  for 
meeting  there  ;  he  wifhed  fo   well 
to  the  caufe,  that  he  would  go  to 
the  gallows  ra  it  or  for  it ;   (words 
to   that  efFetl,    but  that  the  word 
galloTMs   was    certainly  mentioned) 
and  that  he  would    not  prefent  the 
petition  of  a  lukewarm  people. 

John  Anftruther,  Efq;  confirm- 
ed the  evidence  of  the  preceding 
witnefs.     He  was  not  certain,  how- 


ever, whether  the  word  '  gallows* 
might  not  be  •  death  ;'   he  rather 
believed  the  former  was  the  word  : 
he    faid,    that    after    the    prifoner 
had    declared,    that,    if   there  was 
one  le<s    than  20,000   people,     he 
would     not     meet     them     in     St. 
George's  Fields ;    he  added,  *  be- 
caufe  without  that  number  he   did 
not  think  their  petition  would  be 
of  confequence  enough  ;'  and   that 
he   alfo    recommended  temperance 
and  firmnefs  in  their  conduft.     This 
witnefs  then  faid,  that  on  the  Friday 
after  he  was    in  the  lobby    in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  ;    he  faw  Lord 
George  leaning  over  a  gallery  that 
looks    down    into    the    lobby ;    he 
heard  him  addrefs  the  people  from 
that  place  ;    he   came  out,    as    he 
uaderftocd,    for     the     purpofe     of 
telling  them    what    pafied    in    the 
houfe  ;    he  told  them,    '  they  had 
been    called     a    mob    within    the 
houfe  ;    that  the  peace-officers  had 
been   called  in  to  difperfe  them  ;* 
I  think  he  faid,  *  them  peaceable 
petiiioners ;'    that    *  they  had  not 
given    their   rcafons    to   the  houfe 
why  they  had  not  difperfed  them  ; 
he  believed  the   peace-ofHcers   had 
figned  the  petition  ;    fome    people 
had  mentioned  in  the  houfe  fome- 
thing    relating   to   calling   in    the 
military  ;  he  hoped  no-body  would 
think  of  taking  a  llep'of  that  fort, 
as  it  would  infallibly  tend  to  create 
divifions  among  his  majefly's  fub- 
je£ts.'     He  again  mentioned  *  how 
the  Scotch  by  their  fleadinefs   had 
carried    their    point;    he   had    no 
doubt  his    majefly    would    fend    to 
his  minifters  to  defire  them  to  re- 
peal the  Aft,  when  he  heard  that 
his    fubjefts    were    flocking     from 
miles  round,    and    wifhing  its  re- 
peal.'      This  witnefs  further  faid, 
feveral  people    called   to  Lord  G. 
Gordon,  '  Do  you  defire  us  to  go 
away  V 
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away  ?'  he  anfwerecl,  *  You  are 
the  beft  judges  of  what  you  ought 
to  do,  but  I  will  tell  you  how  the 
matter  ftands :  the  houl'e  are  go- 
ing to  divide  upon  the  queftion, 
whether  your  petition  (hall  be 
taken  into  confideration  now,  or 
upon  Tuefday.  There  are,  for 
taking  it  into  confideration  now, 
myfelf,  and  fix  or  feven  others. 
If  it  be  not  taken  into  confidera- 
tion now,  your  petition  may  be 
loft.  To-morrow  the  houfe  does 
hot  meet ;  Monday  is  the  king's 
birth-day.  On  Tuefday  the  par- 
liament may  be  *  difiblved,'— or 
'  prorogued.'  [The  witnefs  was 
not  certain  which  expreflion  ;  and 
with  regard  to  the  whole  of  his 
evidence  he  fpoke  with  great  cau- 
tion, declaring  that  he  could  not 
be  very  accurate  as  to  the  words.] 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Bowen,  offi- 
ciated as  chaplain  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  on  the  2d  of  June  ; 
after  prayers  were  over,  he  went 
and  fat  under  the  gallery,  near 
the  door.  The  tumult  in  the  lob- 
by was  very  great,  and,  while  the 
houle  were  deliberating  how  to 
quell  it,  he  faw  Lord  George  fre- 
quently go  to  the  door,  and  heard 
him  repeat  to  the  people  in  the 
lobby  what  different  members  had 
faid  in  the  debates.  '  The  fpeaker 
of  the  houfe  has  juft  faid  that 
you  are  all  come  here  under  the 
pretence  of  religion.'  He  thought 
his  lordfhip  then  added,  '  You  are 
a  good  people  ;  yours  is  a  good 
caule.'  After  this,  he  faid,  '  Mr. 
Burke,  member  for  Eriftol,  has 
faid' — but  the  door  was  then  fhut, 
and  he  could  not  hear  what.  Af- 
terwards, he  called  out,  *  Mr. 
Rous  has  juft  moved  that  the  ci- 
vil power  be  fcnt  for,  but  don't 
you  mind ;  keep  yourfelves  cool  ; 
be  ftcady.'     At    another   time    he 


faid,     '  Lord    North    calls   you   a 
mob.'     Once,  while  Lord   George 
was  at  the  door,   he  faw  a  gentle- 
man go  up  to  him,  who  feemed  to 
be  perfuading  him  to  return  to  his 
feat.     A^  foon    as    Lord    George 
turned  round,  and  faw  who  it  was, 
he  called  out  to  the  people,  '•  This 
is    Sir  Michael    le    Fleming ;    he 
has  juft   been   fpeaking    for   you.* 
He  feemed  to  be  remarkably  pleaf- 
ed  with    Sir  Michael,    patted,    or 
ftroaked,    his    Ihoulder,     and    cx- 
prefTed  a  kind   of  joy,   which  the 
witnefs  knew  not  how  to  defcribe. 
It    feemed    to     him     extravagant, 
and,    if   he  might  be  allowed  the 
expreflion,    childilh.     The  witneis 
further  faid,  that   when   the   divi- 
fion  was    called    for   he  withdrew. 
Being  afterwards  ftanding  near  thtf 
little  gallery    over    the   lobby,  ho 
faw  fome  gentlemen  endeavouring 
to  perfuade    the  people  to  retire  ; 
one  of  the  gentlemen  aiked  hira  to 
fpeak  to  tnem,  he  accordingly  told 
them  they   ftopped  their  ov\n  bufi- 
nefs,    and  begged  them  to  retire. 
He    then    heard  a  perfon    call  out 
diftindlly,    *  If  his  lordfhip  would 
come,  and  fay   it  wa'  necellary  for 
them  to  go,  they  would  go.'     Some 
time  after    he   went    up    into   the 
eating  room.     While    he    was    at 
table.  Lord  George    came    there, 
and    foon    after    there    was    fcarce 
any    perfon   in   the  room    but   his 
lordfhip  and  himfelf.    Lord  George 
had  thrown    himfelf  into  a  chair, 
and  feemed    overcome    with    heat 
and    fatigue.      The    witnefs    told 
him  what  he  had  juft  heard  a  per- 
fon  fay   from  the   lobby  ;    and   h« 
added,    that    it    depended    wholly 
upon  his  lordfhip  to  difperfe  them, 
lo  this  he  made  no   anfwer,    but 
foon    after   left    the    room.     Some 
time  after,    he    went    down  ftairs', 
and   faw  his   lordfliip   in. the  little 
gallery. 
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gallery.  He  heard  him  begin  to 
advife  the  people  *  to  be  quiet, 
and  peaceable,  and  Iceady  ;  his 
majefty  is  a  gracious  monarch, 
and,  when  he  hears  that  the  peo- 
ple ten  miles  round  are  collecting, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  that  he  will 
fend  his  minillers  private  orders  to 
repeal  the  bill.*  He  then  men- 
tioned the  attempt  that  was  made 
to  introduce  a  bill  into  Scotland  ; 
*  the  Scotch,'  faid  he,  *  had  no 
redrefs  till  they  pulled  down  the 
mafs  -  houfes  ;  Lord  Weymouth 
then  font  them  official  afiurances, 
that  the  Aft  fnould  not  be  extend- 
ed to  them,  and  why  fliould  they 
be  better  off  than  you  :'  [Here  the 
witnefs  faid  he  was  in  doubt  whe- 
ther the  expreffion  was  *  the  Scotch 
had  no  redrefs  till  they  pulled 
(iown  the  mafs-houfes,'  or  •  When 
the  Scotch  pulled  down  the  mafs- 
houfes,  they  had  redrefs.']  His 
lorddiip  then  advifed  them  '  to  be 
quiet,  and  to  beware  of  evil-mind- 
ed perfons,  who  would  mix  among 
them,  and  entice  them  to  mifchief, 
the  blame  of  which  would  be  im- 
puted to  them.'  It  was  then  (the 
witnefs  thought)  that  a  pcrfon  in 
the  lobby  alTced  his  lordfhip  *  if  it 
was  not  necefTary  for  them  to  re- 
tire ?' — •  I  will  tell  you,  faid  his 
lordihip,  how  it  is :  I  m  vcd  the 
quelHon,  that  your  petition  be 
taken  into  confideration  this 
night.  Now  it  was  clearly  againll 
you,  but  I  infilled  upon  dividing 
the  houfe :  no  divilion  can  take 
place  while  you  are  there,  but  to 
go  or  not  1  leave  to  yourfelves.' 
He  then  afked  the  witnefs,  if  he 
would  fpeak  to  the  people,  who 
anfwered  '  by  no  means,  for  that 
his  lordfhip  was  the  only  perfon 
who  could  fpeak  to  them  with  any 
good  eiTeifl.'  Lord  George  then 
took   hold  of  the   witnefi's  gown. 


and  called  out  to  the  people  *  thil 
is  the  clergyman  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  I  defire  you  will  afr. 
him  what  his  opinion  of  the  Popifl) 
bill  is,'  and  immediately  he  urged 
the  witnefs  to  give  it,  who  an- 
fwered with  great  warmth,  that 
the  onlv  opinion  he  Ihould  give 
was,  that  all  the  confequences 
which  might  arife  from  that  night 
would  be  entirely  owing  to  him. 
Several  gentlemen  about  thern  re- 
peated thel'e  words.  His  lordfhip 
made  no  reply,  bat  went  into  the 
houfe.  On  his  crofs-examination, 
he  faid,  that  he  was  under  no  agi- 
tation of  mind,  or  particular  ap- 
prehenfions,  till  Lord  George  de- 
fired  his  opinion,  vvhich  put  him 
into  a  confiderable  flurry  of  fpi- 
rits ;  that,  the  next  day,  he  com- 
mitted what  had  palled  to  Writings 
and  fent  it  to  the  fpeaker. 

John  Cater,  £lq;  depofed,  that 
being  then  a  member  of  the  houfci 
as  he  was  going  through  the  paf- 
fage  at  the  top  of  the  ftair-cafcj 
the  houfe  being  under  a  queftion 
they  could  not  decide,  as  the  offi* 
cers  were  not  able  to  clear  the 
lobby,  he  heard  and  faw  a  perfon 
in  the  lobby  who  called  aloud  two 
or  three  times,  '  Lord  George 
Gordon  1'  and  then  added,  *  My 
lord,  we  are  ordered  to  clear  the 
lobby  :  if  your  lordihip  wilhes  we 
ihould  clear  it,  we  wi'l  do  it  di- 
rectly, and  without  any  trouble.' 
The  noble  prifoner  anfwered,  '  I 
win  tell  you  how  the  cafe  Hands.- 
I  have  moved  to  have  your  peti- 
tion taken  now  into  confideratioHi 
Alderman  Bull  and  two  or  three 
more  are  for  it :  the  reft  are  againll 
it  :  therefore,  if  you  with  your 
petition  fhculd  be  now  taken  into 
confideration,  you  may  Hay,  or  do 
as  you  pleafe.'  All  in  the  lobby 
were  filent  and  attentive  i  but,  as 
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foon  as  the  prifoner  had  fald  this, 
they  pulled  ofF  their  hats,  and 
cried,  *  Now,  now,  now.'  A 
kind  of  paule  enfued.  Lord  George 
then  leaned  again  over  the  rail, 
and  faid,  '  Would  you  not  wilh  to 
be  in  the  fame  ftate  they  are  in 
Scotland  ?'  They  anfwered,  '  Yes, 
yes;'    and  he  faid,  'Well,   well.' 

Jofeph  Pearfon,  door-keeper  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  depofed, 
with  the  preceding  witneffes,  to 
the  great  crowd  in  the  lobby, 
moft,  if  not  all,  of  whom,  had 
blue  cockades ;  and  that  the  ge- 
neral cry  was,  *  A  repeal,  a  re- 
peal. No  Popery,  no  Popery  !' 
He  faid,  that  Lord  George  came 
to  the  door  two  or  three  times, 
and  faid,  •  he  fhould  come  out, 
and  let  them  know  what  was  go- 
ing on  in  the  houfe  ;  they  had  a 
good  caufe,  and  they  had  nothing 
to  fear.'  He  came  once,  and 
faid,  *  Sir  Michael  le  Fleming  had 
fpokcn  in  their  behalf  like  an  an- 
gel,' They  crowded  much  upon 
the  witnefs,  who  faid,  *  For  God's 
fake,  gentlemen,  keep  from  the 
door.'  Lord  George  waved  his 
hand,  and  faid,  ♦  Pray,  gentle- 
men, make  what  room  you  can  ; 
your  caufe  is  good,  and  you  have 
nothing  to  fear.' 

Thomas  Baker,  the  lower  door- 
keeper, depofed  to  the  great 
crowd  in  the  paiTage  to  the  lobby, 
and  to  the  cry  of  '  Repeal !  No 
Popery,  no  Popery  I'  On  the 
Tuefday  after,  he  faid,  the  crowd 
was  entirely  kept  out,  and,  as  he 
thought,  by  the  conftables. 

Sampfon  Wright,  Efq;  juftice 
of  the  peace,  depofed  to  his  re- 
ceiving diiedlions  from  the  lords 
to  clear  the  avenues  of  the  houfe 
on  Friday  the  2d  of  June,  and  to 
the  meafurcs  he  took  in  purfuance 
of  their  commands. 
Vol.  XXIV. 


Sampfon  Rainsforth,  high  con- 
ftable ;  Charles  Jealous  and  Pa- 
trick Macmanus,  officers  of  the 
police  ;  David  Mills,  a  conftable  ; 
Thomas  Gates,  the  city-marflial  ; 
William  Hyde,  Efq;  jufticeofthe 
peace  ;  John  Lucy,  one  of  the 
Proteftant  Affociation  ;  and  Bar- 
nard Turner,  commander  of  the 
London  Military  Aflbciation ;  re- 
fpedively  gave  evidence  of  the 
outrages  in  various  parts  of  the 
metropolis,  from  Friday  the  2d  of 
June  till  the  Thurfday  following. 

Lord  Porchefcer  depofed  th  it  he 
faw  the  prifoner  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  on  Tuefday  the  6th, 
with  a  blue  cockade  in  his  hat. 

Richard  Pond  fwore  that  he 
applied  to  the  prifoner  for  a  pro- 
teftion  for  his  houfe  ;  that  he,  the 
witnefs,  produced  the  following 
paper,  ready  written,  which  his 
lordlliip  figned  in  a  coach,  on  his 
affuring  him  that  it  would  be  of 
fervice  to  him. 

The  paper  read — it  was  literally  as 
followeth : 
*  All  true  friends  to  Proteftants 
will  be  particular,  and  lo  no 
injury  to  the  property  of  any 
true  Proteftant,  as  I  am  well 
allured  the  proprietor  of  this 
houfe  is  a  Jlaunch  and  worthy 
friend  to  the  caufe. 

G.   GOR  DON'.* 

The  witnefs's  under-tenant  be- 
ing a  Roman  Catholic,  he  Ihewed 
this  protefUon  to  the  mob  ;  he 
could  not  fay  that  it  was  any  fe- 
curity  to  his  houfe,  but  it  was  not 
pulled  down.  Mr.  Sheriff  Pugh 
was  with  his  lordtliip  when  he 
figned  the  paper  :  he  was  not  cer- 
tain whether  his  lordihip  read  it, 
or    not.      Being    af^cd,    how   this 
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paper  came  out  of  bis  hands,  he 
laid  it  was  upon  the  application 
of  iVIr.  White  and  Mr.  Alderman 
Wilkes. 

John  Dingwall  .was  called  to 
prove  the  hand-writing  of  the  pri- 
foner,  but  he  declared  that,  the' 
he  was  wcU  acquainted  with  his 
writing,  and  had  known  hitn  from 
his  birth,  he  had  never  feen  him 
write.  On  Ins  crofs-examination, 
being  queilioned  with  regard  to 
what  pa.Tjd  between  him  and 
Lord  George  the  night  he  was 
with  his  lordfhip  before  the  meet- 
ing in  May,  the  attorney-general 
oppofed  this  queftion,  obferving, 
that  what  Lord  George  faid  might 
be  evidence  againft  himfelf,  but 
could  not  be  evidence  for  him* 
Mr.  Kenyon  faid,  '  that  the 
meeting,  which  was  held  in  St. 
George's  Fields  on  the  2d  of  June, 
was  or  was  not  legally  affsmbled ; 
the  motives  for  which  they  af- 
fembled,  if  Lord  George  was  the 
sflembler  of  it,  v/ould  go  a  great 
way  to  {hew  whether  they  were  le- 
gally aflembled,  or  not.  If  af- 
fembled  for  purpofes  hoflile  to  the 
laws,  it  was  illegal  ;  but  if  Lord 
George  conceived  it  conliitutional 
to  go  up  with  it,  with  a  confider- 
able  number  of  perfons,  and  if  he 
had  affigned  the  reafon  why  he 
was  h  to  go  up,  that  it  was  to  re- 
move the  imputation,  that  he  was 
carrying  up  a  petition  with  forged 
names,  he  fubmitted  to  the  court, 
that  J  whatever  the  motives  were, 
it  conftituted  either  criminality,  or 
abfolved  him  from  the  guilt  with 
which  he  was  charged  ;  he  con- 
ceived, therefore,  that,  if  he  could 
demonftrate  what  the  motives  were 
which  induced  h'm  to  take  the 
people  there,  it  would  go  a  great 
way,    not   only  in    extenu.uion  tf 
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his  offence,  but  would  totaj'y  etJf- 
tirj.'ale  the  crime.'  The  court, 
however,  were  ,  of  opinion,  that 
the  private  declaration  of  the  pri- 
foner  could  be  no  evidence  of  his 
motives,  and  the  wiinefs  proceed- 
ed no  further. 

General  Skene,  Hugh  Scott, 
Efq;  Robert  Grierfon,  and  Wm. 
M'Kenzie,  being  fuccefiively  call- 
ed to  prove  the  riots  in  Scotland 
in  1779,  in  order  to  eftablifh  a 
fa£l,  faid  by  feveral  witneffes  to 
be  alluded  to  in  the  prifoner's  de- 
claration to  the  mob,  the  attorney- 
general  here  doled  the  evidence 
for  the   crown. 

The  Prifoner''s  Defence, 

Mr.  Kenyon  began  with  ob- 
ferving, how  much  it  was  to  the 
difadvantage  of  the  prifoner,  that 
he  fhoald  make  his  defence  at  that 
period,  when,  as  the  attorney- 
general  had  obferved,  the  atten- 
tion of  the  court  and  the  jury  muft, 
in  fome  meafure,  be  exhaufted  ; 
lamenting  alfo,,that,  being  very, 
little  verfed  in  the  criminal  courts, 
he  felt  himfelf  under  great  agita- 
tion of  mind. 

When  perfons  were  accufed  of 
aftions  of  great  enormity,  it  was 
natural,  he  faid,  to  enquire  into 
the  motives  of  their  condud  ;  and, 
when  the  noble  family  of  the  pri- 
foner and  his  exalted  fituation  as 
a  member  of  the  legiflature  were 
confidered,  it  was  not  reafonable 
to  think  that  his  conduft  could 
be  influenced  by  fuch  motives  as 
had  been  imputed  to  him. 

The  crime  imputed  to  the  pri- 
foner, he  faid,  was  under  an  Aft 
[25  Edw.  IIL]  enaded  for  the 
wifeft  purpofes,  that  fuch  enor- 
mous   crimes    Ihould    not    depend 

upon 
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upon    loofe   conftruftion,    but    that    fay,    '  that,  bv  ths  Icing's  pafling 
liieri  might  fee,  in  the  plaia  words     the    Quebec    bill,  he   had  brou'^ht 


of  the  llatute,  what  they  were  and 
what   they   were  not   to    do.      H 


himlelf    to     tliat     pafs     in    which 
James  1[.  was  after  his  abdicacian,* 


lamented   that    there    was    fuch    a    he  (hewed  to  be    not   only    unfup- 
phrafe   in   the   law  as    *    conftruc-     ported   by   any  other  witnefs,    but 

to  be  highly  improbable,  and  that 
therefore  it  was  fufficient  to  do 
away    the    whole  of  his    evidence. 


tive '  treafon  ;  and  he  believed 
that,  when  this  law  was  enabled, 
the   legiflature    had    no  idea,    that 


fuch   a  phrafe  would   find   its  way     As   the    CdR    was   ftated    to    have 


into  the  court  at  Wellminiler. 

He  next  cenfured  the  attorney- 
general,  for  addreffing  himfelf  to 
the  paffions  of  the  jury  by  impro- 
per and  exaggerated  defcription  ; 
talking   of   a   multitude    coUeded 


palTed  in  the  prefence  of  a  multi- 
tude of  witnefles,  there  was  no 
doubt,  but  that,  from  the  great 
induftry  of  thofe  concerned  for 
this  profecution,  they  would  never 
have  n'.'gledled  to  procure  more  wit- 


togecher  in    a   way   defcriptive  of    nefles  to  the  fad,  if,  in  reality,  it 


military  arrangement. 


had  any  exiltence. 

Dwelling  upon  fcveral  incon- 
fiflencies  in  the  evidence  of  this 
witnefo,  and  particularly  upon  his 
hefitating  and  ftammering  income 
parts  of  it,  he  Hated  the  duty  of 
a  jury  in  fuch  a  cafe.  *  If  juries, 
faid  Mr.  Kenyon,  are  to  believe 
v-'iinedes,  merely  becaufe  they 
will  fwear    to  fads,  juries   are  be- 


Reviewing  now  the  evidence  in 
fupport  of  the  profecution,  he 
same  to  that  of  William  Hay, 
which  he  treated  as  very  fufpi- 
cious.  He  had  contradided  him- 
felf in  Hating  that  he  had  ken 
Lord  Gordon  at  Greenwood's 
rooms  ;  and  though  his  motives 
for  being  at  all  the  meetings,  and 

at  the  principal  fcenes  of  riot,  come  of  little  ufe  indeed.  Thofe, 
were  unaccountable,  his  evidence  who  are  acquainted  with  the  pro- 
had  alcertained  one  important  fefiion,  fee  and  lament  that  there 
fad,  that  in  all  thefe  places  there  is  no  fad  whatever  that  witnefles 
were  perfons  who  had  nothing  to  may  not  be  brought  to  prove,  ft 
do  with  Lord  George  Gordon,  is  for  juries,  therefore,  to  judge 
and  who  ihcreafed,  if  they  did  not 
make  the  crowd. 

He  feemed  to  infinuate,  that 
this  witnefs  had  been  tutored  in 
his  evidence  ;   for  he  made   ufe  of 


between  the  probable  and  the  im- 
probable, and  to  fee  whether  the 
witnefs  be  fupported  by  other  wit- 
nefles.' 

The   fecond   \vitnefs,  Mr.    Mct- 
the  military  terms  *  arrayed '  and    calf,  bad  proved   nothing  material 


/  columns.;'  although,  in  his  crofs- 
examination,  he  had  admitted, 
when  afked  whether  Lord  George 
hud  defired  them  to  march  in  co- 
lumns or  divifions,  that  he  had 
ufed  only  the  latter  expreffion. 
'I'hat  part  of  his  evidence,  viz. 
that  at  the  Crown  and  Rolls  ta- 
vern, he  had  heard  Lord  George 


againft  the  prifoncr.  The  only 
important  part  of  his  evidence 
was,  that  Lord  George  had  faid, 
*  that  he  would  go  to  the  gallows 
for  the  caufc.  But  this  witnefs 
had  not  heard  on  what  occafioa 
this  exprelfion  was  ufed.  It  feems 
there  had  been  a  contrcriety  of 
opinion  at  this  mtcdag,  whether 
IP}  z  an 
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an  Adl  of  Charles  TI.  which  pro- 
hibited perfons  above  the  number 
of  twenty,  carrying  petitions  to 
the  legiflature,  was  ftill  in  force 
or  not.  A  gentleman  of  the  law 
then  prefent  had  allerted  that  this 
Aft  was  iHU  fublilling,  and  in 
€ourie  that  all  perfons  who  went 
up  with  the  peticion  would  be  in- 
\'olvcd  in  the  penalties  of  that  law. 
The  prifoner's  language  arofe  from 
a  diflerence  of  opinion  on  this  fub- 
jecl.  Here  Mr.  Kenyon  faid,  that 
iri  his  opinion  this  Acl  was  no 
longer  fubfilHng  ;  that  one  of  the 
articles  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  was 
cxprefsly  levelled  againft  it ;  as 
we  learn  from  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
that  it  is  the  birth-right  of  Eng- 
lilhmen  to  petition  the  legiflature; 
and,  if  they  do  it  in  a  peaceable 
manner,  whether  figned  by  twenty 
or  two  hundred,  it  makes  no  dif- 
ference. Rut,  whether  that  Aft 
were  fubfilting  or  not,  Ld.  George's 
words  could  amount  to  nothing 
inore  than  a  llrong  mode  of  ex- 
preflion  how  much  he  thought  his 
opinion  right. 

The  third  witnefs,  Mr.  An- 
itruther,  received  fome  compli- 
ments from  Mr.  Kenyon  for  the 
candour  with  which  he  gave  evi- 
dence. There  was  no  doubt  that 
fuch  an  attentive  evidence,  a  man 
offenfe,  and  of  a  confiderable  fta- 
tion  in  life,  had  Hated  all  that 
really  did  pafs  that  was  material. 
Hence  he  deduced  the  improb  ibi- 
llty  of  that  part  of  Mr.  Bowen's 
evidence,  that  Lord  George  had 
faid  '  that  the  Scotch  had  no 
redrefs  till  they  pulled  down  the 
mafs-houfes.'  In  this  Mr.  Bowen 
was.  unfupported  by  Mr.  Anftru- 
I  ther,  Mr.  Cater,  or  any  one  wit- 
nefs, to  what  paifed  while  Lord 
George    was    fpeaking    from    the 


gallery  to  the  people  in  the  lobby. 
Here  again,  fays  Mr.  Kenyon, 
you  are  left  to  decide  upon  a  very 
important  part  of  the  cafe  upori 
the  credit  of  a  fingle  witnefs. 
This  was  not  becaufe  a  fecond 
witnefs  nsight  not  be  called,  if 
the  matter  were  true,  but  ic  was 
becaufe  no  indullry  whatever  could 
induce  other  witnefles  to  come 
and  fwear  to  the  fame  language. 
He  did  not,  however,  impeach 
the  integrity  of  Mr.  Bowen.  •  I  do 
not  wonder,'  added  Mr.  Kenyon, 
*  that  parties  are  not  extremely 
accurate  in  their  recollcftion  of 
what  palLd  on  that  day.  It  was 
a  day  of  tumult  and  of  much  agi- 
tation of  mind  ;  and  that  this 
gentleman  at  that  time  was  fright- 
ened ;  that  his  mind  was  agitated  ; 
that  he  conceived  things  which 
perhaps  never  pafied  ;  and  that 
conception  being  once  got  into  his 
mind,  he  has  not  been  able  to  erafe 
the  ideas  from  his  mind  iince.  I 
can  only  fay,  that  this  is  poflible  ; 
and,  if  you  put  him  into  a  fitua- 
tion  in  which  his  mind  was  agi- 
tated, you  put  him  in  a  fituation 
where  you  cannot  decide  on  the 
impreffions  he  received,  when  he 
is  giving  evidence  againft  a  man 
Handing  in  the  fituation  of  the 
prifoner,  who  has  fo  much  at 
ftake.' 

It  had  appeared  in  evidence, 
that  there  were  other  perfons  in 
the  lobby  befides  thofe  that  be- 
longed to  the  Proteftant  Afl'ocia- 
tion  ;  and  hence  it  might  be  in- 
ferred that  there  were  many  of 
them.  Mr.  Rains  forth,  one  of 
the  vvitnefl'es,  called  to  prove  the 
riots  in  different  parts  of  London, 
had  Hated,  that  th-e  perfon  who 
was  in  the  lobby,  urgent  for  a  re- 
peal,   was  a  Col.  Miles,    a  ma« 

of 
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of"  a  different  defcrlption  from  thofe 
that  accompanied  Lord  George. 
Could  he  be  fiif;  ected  of  belong- 
ing to  the  Protcilant  Affociation  ? 
Yet  he  was  the  perfon  who  ha- 
rangued, as  Mr.  Rainsforth  Ilyled 
it,  the  mob  ia  the  lobby,  who 
called  out  *  repeal,  repeal  !'  and 
feemed  the  very  foul  of  the  meeting 
fo  got  together.  Bul  what  did  this 
prove  ?  Not  that  the  perfbns  under 
Lord  George  Gordon's  controul, 
but  that  men  of  a  very  different 
defcription,  under  the  controul  of 
perfons  of  a  very  different  defcrip- 
tion, held  that  converiation  in  the 
lobby  which  had  been  imputed  to 
Lord  George  G  irdon  as  criminal. 
But  was  the  prifoner,  by  inference 
and  conjefture  only,  to  be  made 
anfwerable  for  that  guilt,  which 
was  fpecifically,  by  witneffes,  at- 
tributed to  oth'  rs  ? 

Great  pains  had  been  taken  to 
fhew  that  the  members  of  both 
houfes  had  been  interrupted  and 
infulted  in  going  to  attend  the  na- 
tional bufniels.  But  the  evidence 
was  chiefly  hearfay,  and,  in  the 
principal  fads,  unfupportcd  but 
by  fingle  witneffes.  One  material 
point  had  indeed  been  fworn  to  by 
Mr.  Hyde,  viz.  thac,  when  Lord 
Sandwich  was  attacked,  there  were 
parties  there  with  blue  cockades, 
and  perfons  th;;re  not  with  the 
badges  of  thofc  in  St.  George's 
Fields,  but  men  of  totally  another 
delcription,  who  had  different  ban- 
ners, red  and  black  hags,  and 
therefore,  it  was  probable,  were 
a  very  different  let  of  people. 

Jn  fupport  of  this  probability, 
Mr.  Kenyon  next  ftated,  that,  af- 
ter the  many  profecutions  that 
had  been  commenced,  anxious  and 
aftive  as  the  crown  officers  had 
teeq,    not    one    individual    con- 


ncifled  with  Lord  George  or  the 
affociation  had  been  found  ob- 
noxious to  the  laws ;  not  one  of 
them  had  been  in<3i6led.  Ke  ad- 
mitted, that  the  moll:  flagrant 
enormities  had  been  perpetrated. 
But,  if  a  multituJi,  iioc  a  mob 
of  people,  were  got  tocjether,  for 
good,  not  for  illeg.l  purpofes,  a 
leaff  (which  was  cno ';^di  for  him) 
not  for  traitoou:  puip  les,  if  the 
jury  could  fuppofe  that  other  peo- 
ple of  bad  principles,  and  with  bad 
deflgns,  availing  themlelves  cf  the 
meeting  cf  the  affociation,  got  to- 
gether from  all  corners  of  the 
town,  and  formed  (he  Ijanditti 
that  had  committed  all  the  out- 
rages, how  was  this  to  be  imput- 
ed to  Lord  George  Gordon  ?  The 
attorney  -  general  had  laid,  that, 
if  a  man  turn  out  a  wild  bealt, 
he  was  guilty  of  murder,  if  a 
man  vvere  killed  by  it.  '  This/ 
faid  Mr.  Kenyon,  '  is  not  the  law 
of  the  land,  nor  of  humanity.  If 
a  mail  turn  a  wild  beaft  into  a 
room  where  death  muft  ncceffarily 
enfue,  no  doubt  he  is  as  guilty  as 
if  a  man  fliot  inio  a  crowd.  But 
where  a  beaff  is  turned  out,  and 
the  probable  confcquences  will  not 
be  that  death  will  enfac,  then  is 
the  crime  to  be  imputi^d  to  him  ? 
Was  Lord  George  Gordon's  affo- 
ciation the  wild  bt''.il  ?  If  he  had 
a  tame  beaft  in  hi^  hand,  and  ano- 
ther taking  occafion  from  the  tame 
bead  being  brought  there,  let  ouc 
a  wild  beail,  was  he  that  leads  the 
tame  beaft  in  his  hand  to  be  an- 
fwerable,  becaufe  another  uerlon 
opens  a  place,  and  lets  out  a  ty- 
ger  or  a  hyena  ?' 

'  Lord  George  Gordon,'  con- 
tinued Mr.  Kenyon,  '  was  the 
Prelident  of  a  Proteftant  Affocia- 
tion.    An   Aft  had  paffed,  wi^ich, 
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right  or  wrong,  had  given  cfFence. 
Perhaps,  in  his  opi' ion,  it  had 
given  caufelefs  ground  of  oftence. 
Bat,  becaufe  he  differed  from 
other  men,  was  he  therefore  to 
treat  them  as  traitors  to  their 
country  ?  Our  laws  were  not  like 
thofe  of  the  Medes  and  Perfians, 
but  were  lubjedt  to  revifion  ;  and 
it  was  the  duty  of  Engiifhmen, 
if  they  tnoiight  there  were  laws 
which  improperly  tolerated  men, 
whofe  principles  were  hottile  to 
the  conltitution,  to  petition  par- 
liament to  revife,  or  even  to  re- 
pal  fuch  laws.  lie  did  not  fay 
that  this  was  the  cafe  with  the  law 
that  gave  rife  to  the  alTociation  ; 
but,  if  ihey  thoiight  fo,  their 
right  to  petition  was  unqueilion- 
able.' 

Mr.  Kenyon  row  feted  the  mo- 
tives of  Lord  George  Gordon,  for 
affeinblirig  luch  a  multitude  in  St. 
George's  Fields.  He  had  been 
told  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
that  his  petition  could  have  no 
weight,  for  that  the  names  \vtr& 
forgeries  ;  and  it  was  to  wipe  away 
this  foul  afperfion,  that  he  wilhed 
the  petitioners  to  attend  him  to  the 
houfe.  But  they  formed  no  army; 
they  came  v,ich  no  weapons,  no 
holtile  intentions.  They  met  at 
ten  in  the  morning,  becaufe  that 
was  an  hour  of  fobriety.  Yet  the 
words  array,  coliiin-ns,  and  other 
military  terms,  had  been  thunder- 
ed into  the  ears  of  the  jury.  Such 
words  could  not  be  ultd  by  wit- 
neffes  for  no  purpofe.  The  pur- 
pofe  muft  be  a  bad  one,  becaufe 
it  diltorted  the  facts  beyond  their 
ordinary  force  ;  and,  in  fi.ch  a 
cafe,  the  whole  of  the  evidence 
was  to  be  fufpeded. 

Mr.  K.enyon    now    adverted   to 


the  protcdlion  that  had  been  grant- 
ed by  Lord  George  Gordon.  The 
jury,  he  laid,  would  be  llruck 
v;ith  horror  when  they  were  in- 
formed how  that  happened.  Lord 
George,  terrified  at  the  riots,  find- 
ing the  blame  imputed  to  him, 
and  wifhing  to  get  rid  of  fuch  -an 
unjuft  imputation,  defired,  as 
would  afterwards  be  proved,  to 
have  accefs  to  his  fovereign.  He 
wiflied  to  throw  himfelf  at  his  ma- 
jefty's  feet,  to  profefs  his  own  in- 
nocence, and  forrow  for  the  confe- 
quences  that  were  foppofed  to  re- 
fult  from  a<£ts  of  his.  The  accefs 
to  the  king  was  denied,  but  he 
was  told,  that  he  ought, 'as  a  teft 
of  his  loyalty,  to  go  into  the  city, 
and  fee  if  he  could  do  any  thing 
to  put  an  end  to  the  riots.  With 
this  view  then  he  went  into  the 
city  ;  but  not  at  the  head  of  the 
mob,  but  with  one  of  the  conferva- 
tors  of  the  peace,  Mr.  Sheriff 
Pugh.  '  And  here,'  Mr.  Kenyon 
added,  '  a  perfon  came  and  told 
him,  if  a  note,  which  he  brought 
to  him,  was  figned  by  him,  it 
would  have  a  good  effect.  Sup- 
pofe  he  had  refufed  to  fign  it.  I 
am  fure  it  would  have  borne  hard 
upon  him  ;  his  refufal  would  have 
been  imputed  to  wilhes  for  outrage 
on  the  houfe  of  a  Roman  Catho- 
lic ;  and,  had  that  argument  been 
urged  againft  him,  I  ihould  have 
found  feme  difficulty  in  turning 
the  t<^g<i  of  it.'  But  he  figned  this 
paper  with  the  moll  humane  views, 
and  yet  this  paper  was  produced 
to  prove,  that  he  adopted  all  the 
enormities  that  had  been  commit- 
ted by  mifcreants,  with  whom  he 
had  not  the  leaft  connexion. 

Mr.     Kenyon     concluv'ed     with 
ftating  the  duty  of  juries,  and  con- 
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Siing  in  the  good  fenfe,  difcern- 
ment,  and  impartiality  of  tiiat 
which  he  addrefied. 

Mr.  Erikine  then  rofc,  an-d 
faid,  that  he  fhculd  referve  his 
addrefs  to  the  jury  till  after  the 
witneflcs  for  the  prifoner  had  been 
called.  To  thi;  the  court  aHented  ; 
and  the  attorney -general  faid, 
that  he  was  fure  no  objection 
would  be  made  to  it  on  the  part 
of  the  counfcl  for  t.ie  profecu- 
tion. 


Ev, 


'e nee  for  the  Prifoner. 


The  Rev.  Erafmus  Middleton, 
Ledurer  of  St.  Bonnet's,  was  one 
of  the  cornmittee  of  the  Proteltant 
Afibciation.  He  gave  an  account 
of  its  conllitution,  previous  to  the 
12th  of  Nov.  1779,  when  Lord 
George  Gordon  became  their  pre- 
fident.  Throughout  the  whole 
buiinefs  of  the  afibciation  his  lord- 
ihip  had  demeaned  himfelf  in  the 
ino!t  loyal  manner.  The  witnefs 
had-  watched  his  condudt  with  a 
degree  of  jeaioufy,  the  committee 
being  refolved  not  to  allow  zvlj 
convsrfation  reficcling  upon  any 
pe  pie  whatever,  and  particularly 
adminiilration.  His  lordlhip  al- 
ways appeared  the  moll  difpaf. 
fionate  of  any  of  them,  and  to 
have  no  other  view  than  fimply 
the  Proteilant  intercft,  and  by  all 
legal  means  to  petition  the  Houfe 
ot  Commons  to  repeal  or  to  ex- 
plain that  Aft.  In  all  private 
converfaiions  his  lordiliip  had  ex- 
preffijd  himfelf  in  terms  of  warm 
attachment  to  the  king,  the  con- 
llitution, and  the  Proteilant  inhe- 
re !l.  They  v.-ere  happy  in  having 
him  for  their  prcfident,  both  on 
account  of  his  'rank,  his  ^ood  mo- 


ral character,  and  h's  abilitie*. 
The  witneii  being  quelh./V,.?d  whe- 
ther in  any  of  his  public  ijeeches 
at  the  affociatlon  the  prifont:  had 
made  ufe  of  any  diHoyal  e.xpi';i"i^ 
fions,  or  that  he  meant  to  repeal 
the  Bill  by  force  of  arm?,  or  by 
intimidation,  he  anfwered  iirong- 
ly  in  the  negative.  Not  one  ex- 
predion  was  made  ufe  of  at  their 
meetings  tliat  was  hollile  to  go* 
vernmcnr.  The  witaefs  then  gave 
an  account  i.f  much  contrariety 
of  opinion  at  meeting^!  previous  to 
that  of  the  zc^th  of  May,  refpeft- 
ing  the  time  and  mode  of  pre- 
fenting  the  petition.  At  this  laft 
meeting  Lord  George  faid,  •  he 
had  been  informed,  that  the  afTo- 
ciation  were  againfl  going  up  with 
their  petition.  Upon  this  from  all 
parts  it  •  was  imiiuJiatcly  cried, 
•  No,  my  lord!'  Lie  then  made 
the  motion,  which  was  carried 
unanimoufly.  He  then  propof^d 
that  they  ihould  adjourn  to  St. 
George's  Fields,  as  no  place  could 
contain  the  number  that  lliould 
afllmble  ;  that  they  Ihould  be  ar- 
ranged in  difl'erent  diviliony,  that 
he  might  go  from  one  to  the 
other,  and  learn  the  fenfe  of  the 
whole,  with  refpefi:  to  the  mode 
of  taking  rp  the  petition  ;  that 
it  had  been  hinted,  that  it  was 
a  very  eafy  matter  for  a  pcrion  to 
write  500  names  to  a  petition,  and 
that  therefore  it  was  neceliary  they 
fhould  appear  ta  their  iubfcrip- 
tions,  to  convince  the  world  they 
were  not  ficlitious.  He  begged 
they  would  drefs  themieKes  de- 
cently, and  to  diftinguifli  them 
from  other  people,  fo  that  no  riots 
might  eniue,  that  they  would  have 
a  cockade  in  their  hats ;  that  on 
fuch  an  occafion  at  leafl  20,000 
might  attend,  and  that  they 
\P\   4  nuald 
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fhould  meet  at  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing. Some  one  objefting,  that 
by  meeting  (o  early  they  might 
get  to  drinking,  his  lordihip  an- 
Ivvered,  that  the  Proteflant  Afio- 
ciation  were  not  drunken  people. 
Another  obfcrving,  that  the  mi- 
litary might  be  called  out,  he 
faid,  •  he  did  not  appreher.d  that ; 
they  would  be  all  peaceable,  no 
doubt  ;  that  they  flioald  not  (o 
much  as  take  fticks  in  their  hands  ; 
if  there  were  any  riotous  perfon, 
he  begged  that  the  reft  woulJ  give 
him  up ;  that  if  he  flioiild  even 
flrike  any  of  them,  not  to  return 
it,  but  to  take  fuch  perfon  out, 
that  he  might  be  given  up  to  a 
coiiftable,  and  taken  away.'  His 
lordihip  further  faid,  *  that  if  he 
himfelf  were  at  all  riotous,  he 
begged  he  might  be  given  up,  for 
he  thought  it  was  a  proper  fpirit 
for  Proteftants  ;  and,  to  the  beft 
of  this  witnefs's  recoUeftion,  he 
faid,  '  if  they  fmite  you  on  one 
cheek,  turn  the  other  alfo.'  On 
his  crofs-examination,  the  witnefs 
faid,  that  he,  and  forne  others  of 
the  committee,  difaj.p.oved  of  the 
petition  being  carried  up  by  the 
general  body.  Being  afked,  whe- 
ther it  did  not  occur  to  him,  that 
a  petiiion  prefented  fo  late  in  the 
feffion  could  not,  in  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  proceeding,  produce  a 
Bill  that  feffion  ;  he  anfwered, 
that  it  might  have  been  eafily 
done,  if  it  had  been  as  haftily  gone 
through  as  Sir  George  Savile's. 

Lord  Stoimont  depofed  to  Lord 
Georre  Gordon's  delirmg  to  have 
accefs  to  his  majefty,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  Wcdnefday  the  7th  of  June, 
as  ftated  in  Mr.  Kenyon's  fpeech  ; 
his  meffage  was,  that  '  he  defired 
to  ft;e  the  king,  becaufe  he  could 
be  of  eflential  fervice  in  fuppref- 


fmg  the  riots.'  Lord  Stormont 
delivered  this  meffage  to  the  king, 
and  returned  with  this  anfvver  : 
*  it  is  impoffible  for  the  king  to  fee 
Lord  George  Gordon,  until  he  has 
given  proofs  of  his  allegiance 
and  loyalty,  by  employing  thofe 
means  which  he  fays  he  has  in 
his  power  to  quell  the  dillurbances, 
and  reftore  peace  to  this  capital.' 
Lord  George  laid,  that,  *  if  he 
might  prefume  to  reply,  his  reply 
was,  that  his  beft  endeavours  ftiould 
be  uied.' 

Thomas  Evans  dcpofed,  that  he 
was  a  member  of  the  P.  A.  ;  that 
being  in  a  coach  in  Bridge-ftreet, 
Weftminfter,  on  the  fecond  of 
June,  between  ten  and  eleven  in 
the  forenoon,  he  received  fome 
information  from  Mr.  Smith,  keep-, 
er  of  the  Guildhall  in  Weftmin- 
fter, that  the  latter  faid  was  of 
great  confequence  to  be  communi- 
cated to  Lord  George  Gordon, 
viz.  that  he  had  been  credibly  in- 
formed, that  a  number  of  wea- 
vers from  Spital  Fields— -—[Here 
the  court  faid  this  was  no  evi- 
dence]. The  witnefs  then  de- 
pofed,  that  on  this  information  he 
proceeded  to  St.  George's  Fields, 
in  order  to  en:  eavour  to  find  Lord 
G.'orge  Gordon  ;  that  he  faw  the 
Scotch  divifion  formed,  in  the 
center  of  which  was  Lord  George  ; 
that  he  and  one  ef  his  friends  got 
out  of  the  coach,  and  with  diffi- 
culty got  to  the  ring  ;  he  then 
told  his  lordftiip,  that  he  had  been 
informed  by  Mr.  Smith,  that  there 
would  be  a  riot  in  Weftminfter,  If 
more  than  thirty  or  forty  attempt- 
ed to  go  to  the  houfe  with  the  pe- 
tition ;  and  he  alked  him  if  he 
meant  that  the  w/hole  body  was 
to  attend  him  ?  He  anfwered,  •  by 
no  meansj  by  no  means ;'  that  ♦  he 
intended 
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intended  to  go  to  the  houfe  alone, 
and,  fome  lime  after  he  had  been 
tlu're,  the  petition  Was  to  follow 
him  to  the  lobby  of  the  houfe, 
and  there  to  wait  till  he  came  out 
to  receive  it.'  The  witnefs  then 
exprcfled  his  plcafure  in  hearing 
this,  as  it  would  prevent  the  ene- 
my from  hurting  the  caufe  ;  and 
he  afked  his  lordfhip  to  give  him 
leave  to  tell  the  people  fo,  who 
replied,  *  with  all  his  heart.'  He 
then  told  the  people,  that  they 
were  to  remain  in  the  fields,  my 
Lord  George  Gordon  intending 
to  go  alone.  He  afterwards  drove 
his  coach  up  to  the  obelilk,  being 
informed  that  they  were  forming 
divifions  at  the  other  end  of  the 
field.  When  he  came  there,  he 
found  the  people  were  in  a  march- 
ing line,  fix  in  a  row,  with  their 
faces  towards  the  Borough ;  he 
then  got  out  of  his  coach,  and 
aiked  them  what  they  were  going 
to  do?  they  anfwered,  •  to  march 
through  the  city  ;'  he  then  men- 
tioned what  Lord  George  Gordon 
had  defired  him  to  tell  them,  and 
that  he  was  fure  there  would  be  a 
riot,  if  more  than  thirty  or  forty 
people  went  to  the  houfe.  They 
anfwered,  that  '  he  need  not  be 
afraid  of  that,  for  they  were  de- 
termined to  make  none.' 

John  Spinnage  confirmed  the 
evidence  of  the  preceding  witneis, 
with  refpedl  to  the  prifoner's  fay- 
ing '  that  he  meant  to  go  up  to 
the  houfe  alone.'  The  people  he 
lav/  in  the  fields,  he  faid,  had  no 
weapons  or  ilicks,  and  were  far 
from  being  of  the  rabble. 

Mrs,  Elizabeth  Whittingham 
faid  (he  was  in  a  coach  in  St. 
George's  Jp'ields  on  the  fecond  of 
June.  Lord  George  Gordon  came 
to  the  coach,  and   alked  leave  to 


come  into  it,  which  fhe  gave  ;  he 
was  near  fainting  away ;  he  got 
into  the  coach.  About  thirty  or 
forty  gentlemen  furrounded  the 
co.ich,  lo  that  they  could  not 
drive  off.  T'hefe  gentlemen  de- 
fied  they  might  attend  Lord 
George,  who  begged  they  would 
not,  '  he  would  have  no  affiftance 
at  all,  he  was  very  well.'  They 
faid,  '  pray  let  us  attend  you  to 
the  houfe  ;'  he  anfwered  *  no, 
by  no  means,  1  fhall  be  greatly 
obliged  to  you,  gentlemen,  if  you 
will  all  go  back  ;'  for  he  did  not 
chufe  to  be  attended  by  them. 

Alexander  Johnlbn  faid,  that 
he  was  the  laft  in  the  proccffion  of 
the  London  divifion.  He  was  in 
Palace-yard  between  twelve  and 
one.  There  were  no  riots.  He 
then  went  with  foijic  friends  to 
dine  in  the  Strand.  About  fix  or 
feven,  word  was  brought  to  them, 
that  there  was  a  dillurbance  in 
Palace-yard.  The  company  faid 
to  him,  that  they  had  better  go 
and  try  to  quell  the  mob.  He 
oppofed  this,  faying,  that  they 
(the  mob)  v/ere  no  friends  to  the 
caufe,  and  that  it  would  be  better 
to;  ftay  where  they  were.  Hr.v- 
ever,  at  their  perfuafiuns  he  went 
into  Parliament-llreet.  He  f:w 
about  twenty  boys,  and  five  or  fix 
men  ;  they  weie  a  fet  of  boy 3  and 
pick-pockets,  not  in  the  leaft  like 
the  Protellant  Aflbciation ;  they 
were  flopping  a  coach  :  he  feized 
one  of  the  men,  but  was  perfuad- 
ed  to  let  him  go. 

Alexander  Frazcr,  one  of  the 
P.  A.  faw  feveral  bodies  of  peo- 
ple, fomctinies  a  dozen,  or  fo, 
collefled  on  Wellminfter-bridgc, 
about  twelve  o'clock  on  the  fe- 
cond of  June.  They  had  all  blue 
cockades.  He  did  net  think  they 
belonged 
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^eIonged  to  the  petitioners  ;  for 
many  of  them  were  in  liquor. 
He  went  clofe  to  them,  ami  a/ked 
ihera  if  they  belonged  to  the  Fro- 
tfcilant  AiTociation  ?  One  of  them 
^ith  a  great  iHck,  who  feemed  to 
Be  in  liquor,  held  up  his  flick, 
and  laid,  '  No,  d  n  it,  this   is 

ali  our  afibciation.'  What  became 
of  tbenj  he  knew  not.  At  one 
o'clcck  be  faw  the  diftorbances  at 
the  end  of  Downing-lireet.  I  hey 
fc.->d  all  blue  cocKadcs. 

Sir  Philip  Jennings  Clcik  fald 
fTiat  he  was  riding  in  St.  George's 
Fields,  on  the  -zJ  of  June,  about 
one  o'clock.  Vail  numbers  were 
in.  the  fields.,  but  the  great  body 
cf  them  had  marched  awny  to  the 
city.  Thofe  he  faw  in  the  fi.elQs 
appeared  to  be  the  better  fort  of 
tradel'men,  all  well  dreiTed  decent 
people.  He  a/ked  a  great  number 
of  them  what  was  the  occafion 
of  their  affembiing.  They  all  faid 
that  their  defire  was  to  have  a 
flop  put  to  public  preaching  and 
public  teaching.  They  were  all 
quiet  and  civil ;  but  had  no  parti- 
cular reafon  to  be  fo  to  him,  for  he 
iad  never  put  a  blue  cockade  in 
his  hat.  Sir  Philip  then  fpoke  to 
what  he  ol^ierved  afterwards  in 
the  lobby  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. The  people  he  firfl  faw  in 
the  lobby  were  net  the  fame,  he 
thought,  who  were  there  very  late 
3D  the  evening  ;  for  the  latter  were 
3  lower  kind  of  people,  more  a; 
mob  of  blackguirds.  He  only 
heard  part  of  ,  the  converfation 
which  Lord  George  Gordon  held 
to  the  people  in  the  lobby.  What 
he  could  recollect  was,  that  Lord 
George  faid,  '  the  member  for 
Erirtoi  is  now  fpcaking,  he  is  no 
friend  to  your  petition  ;  but  take 
police,  I  give  you  no  ad' ice,  un- 
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lefs  it  is  that  you  fhould  be  tem- 
perate and  firm.  On  his  Crofc- 
exaijiination  he  gave  a  circumftan- 
tial  account  of  his  being  drag- 
ged on  Tuefday  evening  the  6th, 
in  a  chariot,  with  Lord  George 
Gordon,  to  the  hoiUe  of  Alder- 
man Bull  in  Leader.hall  -  ftreet. 
When  the  mob  took  the  horfes  out 
of  the  cTiin-dgs,  Lord  Georee  faid, 
*  for  God's  fake,  go  peaceably 
home,  and  go  about  your  buli- 
nefs  ;'  and  whenever  he  could 
{peak,  he  faid,  whihl  you  affem- 
Die  in  this  tumultuous  way,  your 
petition  will  never  be  complied 
with,  the  houfe  v^ill  never  conient 
to  i:.'  It  was  impoffible  to  take 
more  pains  to  perluade  pe  pie  to 
dilperie  than  Lord  George  did. 

Mr.  John  Turner  depofed,  that 
being  in  St.  George's  Fields  011 
the  2d  of  June,  he  heard  Lord 
George  Gordon  tell  the  people, 
that  •  if  any  thing  had  weight 
with  their  petition,  it  would  be 
their  quiet  and  peaceable  beha- 
viour, and,  that  nothing  eife  would 
do  ;  he  was  informed  fince  he  canr.e 
into  the  fields,  that  a  number  of 
perfons  had  come  abroad  that  day, 
on  purpofe  to  raife  a  tumult  :'  and 
he  bid  them  *  not  to  be  led  away 
by  any  fuch  perfons.' 

Mr.  John  Humphreys  depofed 
to  a  gentleman's  coming  from  Lord 
George  Gordon,  and  defiring  the 
people  in  St.  George's  Fields  not  to 
go  up  to  the  houfe  on  any  confider- 
ation,  but  to  difperle,  for  that 
there  was  an  Ad  that  fpecified 
that  only  fo  many  people  lliould 
go  up  with  a  petition. 

Mr.  Sampfon  Hotchkinfon  faid, 
he  v/as  in  St.  George's  Fields  on 
the  2d  of  June.  Some  advice  be- 
ing brought  to  the  ring  by  fome 
mechanical  perfons.  Lord  George 
Gordon 
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Gordon  advifed  *  a  certain  num- 
ber to  go  up  with  the  petition ; 
he  would,  wjili  to  avoid  all  offence, 
and  it  might  be  attended  wich 
contention  and  diloide.  i  there- 
fore he  wifhed  for  a  imail  num- 
ber to  go.'  Many  in  the  ring 
faid,  *  they  were  men  capable  of 
conducting  themlelves  with  peace 
and  order,  and  they  chofc  to  go 
in  perion.' 

Mr.  John  Robinfon  faw  the  afib- 
ciation  in  St.  George's  Fields,  and 
went  in  proceilion  ;  they  were 
very  peaceable  :  in  the  afternoon, 
he  faw  the  riots  in  Palace-yard  ; 
they  had  blue  cockades  ;  but  he 
did  not  think  they  belonged  to  the 
affociation. 

Sir  James  Lcwther  faid,  that 
Lord  George  Gordon  requefted  to 
accompany  him  home  in  his  car- 
riage, from  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, on  the  evening  of  Friday 
the  zd.  When  they  were  got  into 
the  carriage,  fome  of  the  remain- 
ing mob  came  about,  and  aflced, 
*  Is  the  Bill  to  be  repealed  ?'  Lord 
George  faid,  •  I  do  not  know,  I 
,  hope  it  will,  but  go  home,  be 
quiet,  make  no  riot  nor  noife.' 

Mrs.  Youd,  fervant  to  Lord 
George  Gordon,  was  called  to 
prove  that  his  Lordlhip  was  at 
home  at  a  quarter  before  1 1  o'clock 
on  the  evening  of  the  2d  of  June, 
and  that  he  was  at  home  Saturday, 
Sunday,  and  Monday  following. 
Being  afkcd  whether  he  did  not  go 
out  any  part  of  thefe  days,  Mr. 
Erfkine  faid  he  was  ready,  if  the 
court  thought  it  material,  to  fhew 
where  his  lordlhip  was  every  hour 
and  every  minute  of  thofe  days. 

Mr.  Alderman  Pugh  faid,  that 
he  was  in  a  coach  with  Ld.  George 
Gordon,  about  three  o'clock  on 
the  afternoon  of  the   7th  of  June. 


A  young    man    came    v/ith   half  a 
ilitct  of  paper    that    was    wriltea 
upon  ;     he    feemed   to  be  in  great 
agony  ;  he  defired  the  prifoner  to 
fet  his   name  to  it  ;  he  faid,  ♦  his 
houfe  was  in  danger  of  being  de- 
ftroyed,    and   he   wifhed  his    lord- 
(hip  would  fign  the  paper.'     The 
witnefs    was     not     clear     whether 
Lord  George  afked  his  opinion  or 
not,  nor  whether  he  looked  at  it, 
but  his  lordfhip   did    fign  it  ;   and 
the  man  feemed  to  go  away  happy. 
The  evidence   for  the  crown  be- 
ing doled,  Mr.  Erfkine   addreiTed 
the  juiy    in    a    very    lung   fpeech, 
which  he  opened  with  a  very  clear 
and    diiHnct     hi  (lory     of     treafon. 
Ke  fcated  the  wifdom  of  our  ancef- 
tors  in  guarding   again  ft   the  con- 
fequences    of  loofe     and    arbitrary- 
con 'hu^lion,  by  the   moft  accurate 
and    explicit    definitions,   and    de- 
ducing   hence   a   feries    of   incon- 
tellable  principles,   he  ftrongly  ex- 
horted the  jury  to  apply  them  to  the 
whole  evidence  before  them,     Thea 
commenting   on  the   various  parts 
of  the  evidence  in  the  moft  mafter- 
ly    manner,     he     concluded    v,i:h 
thefe    animated    words :    *  I    may 
now  relieve  you   from   the  pain  of 
hearing    me    any    longer,    and  be 
myfelf  relieved    from   the   pain  of 
ipcaking  on   a  fubjecil  which   agi- 
tates    and     diftreffes     me.     Since 
Lord  George  Gordon   {lands  clear 
of    every    hoftile    aft    or    purpofc 
againft  the  legillature  of  his  coun- 
try,  or   the  properties   of  his    fel- 
low  fuhjefls — fmcc   the   whole   te- 
nor of  his  conduct  repels  the  be- 
lief of  the  traitcrous  purpofe  char^-^ 
ed  by  the  indictment — my  taik  is. 
flniflied.     I   fiiall   m.ikc  no  addrefs 
to  your    paflions ;    1   will    not   re- 
mind  you  of  the   long   and   rigo- 
rous   impriibnment    he    has   futter- 

Cd; 
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ed  ;  I  will  not  fpeak  to  you  of  his 
great  youth,  of  his  illuftrious 
birth,  and  of  his  uniform,  ani- 
mated, and  generous  zeal  in  par- 
Hament  for  the  conftitution  of  his 
country.  Such  topics  might  be 
ufeful  in  the  balance  of  a  doubt- 
ful cafe  ;  yet  even  then  I-  fhould 
have  trufted  to  the  honell  hearts  of 
Engliflinien  to  have  felt  them  with- 
out e.xcitation.  At  prefent,  the 
plain  and  rigid  rules  of  juftice  are 
fufficient  to  entitle  me  to  your  ver- 
dift ;  and  may  God  Almighty, 
who  is  the  facred  author  of  both, 
mi  your  minds  with  the  deepeft 
impreffions  of  them,  and  with 
virtue  to  follow  thole  impreiTions ! 
You  will  then  reftore  my  innocent 
client  to  liberty,  and  me  to  that 
peace  of  mind,  which,  fince  the 
proteftion  of  that  innocence  in  any 
part  depended  upon  rue,  I  have 
never  known.' 

The  folicitor-general  replied. 

After    which.    Lord    Mansfield 
gave  the  following  charge. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Jury, 

The  prifoner  at  the  bar  is  in- 
di<^tcd  for  that  fpecies  of  high- 
treafon  which  is  called  levying 
war  againft  the  king,  and  there- 
fore it  is  neceffary  you  fhould  firft 
be  informed  what  is  in  Jaw  a  le- 
vying war  againit  the  king,  fo  as 
to  conftitute  the  crime  of  high- 
treafon,  within  the  Statute  of  Ed- 
ward III.  and  perhaps  according 
to  the  leo;al  fiQ-nification  of  the 
term  before  that  Statute.  There 
are  two  kinds  of  levying  war:  — 
one  againft  the  perfon  of  the  king  ; 
to  imprlfon,  to  dethrone,  or  to 
kill  him  ;  or  to  make  him  change 
mcafures,  or  remove  counfellors : 
—the  other,  which  is  faid  to  be 
levied  againft  the  majefty  of  the 
king,  or,  in  other  words,   againft 


him  in  his  regal  capacity ;  as 
when  a  multitude  aflemble  to  at- 
tain by  force  any  objeft  qf  a  ge- 
neral public  nature  ;  that  is  levy- 
ing war  againft  the  majefty  of  the 
king  ;  and  moft  reafbnab.ly  fo  held, 
becaufe  it  tends  to  diiTelve  ail  the 
bands  of  fociety,  to  deftroy  pro- 
perty, and  to  overturn  govern- 
ment ;  and,  by  force  of  arms,  to 
reftraiii  the  king  from  reigning  ac- 
cording to  law. 

Infurreftions,  by  force  and  vio- 
lence, to  raife  the  price  of  wages, 
to  open  all  prifon?,  to  deftroy 
meeting-houfes,  nay,  to  deftroy 
all  brothels,  to  refift  the  execution 
of  militia  laws,  to  throw  down  all 
inclofures,  to  alter  the  eftablifhed 
law,  or  change  religion,  to  redrefs 
grievances  real  or  pretended,  have 
all  been  held  levying  war.  Many 
other  inftances  might  be  put.  Lord 
Chief  JulHce  Holt,  in  Sir  John 
Freind's  cafe,  fays,  *  if  perfons  do 
affemble  themfelves  and  aft  with 
force  in  oppofition  to  fome  law 
which  they  think  inconvenient, 
and  hope  thereby  to  get  it  repeal- 
ed, this  is  a  levying  war  and  trea- 
fon.  In  the  prdent  cafe,  it  don't 
reft  upon  an  implication  that  they 
hoped  by  oppofition  to  a  law  to 
get  it  repealed,  but  the  profecu- 
tion  proceeds  upon  the '  diredl 
ground,  that  the  objeft  was,  by 
force  and  violence,  to  compel  the 
legiflature  to  repeal  a  law ;  and 
therefore,  without  any  doubt,  I 
tell  you  the  joint  opinion  of  us 
all,  that,  if  this  multitude  afTem- 
bled  with  intent,  by  afls  of  force 
and  violence,  to  compel  legifla- 
ture to  repeal  a  law,  it  is  high- 
treafon. 

Though  the  form   of  an  indift- 

ment   for   this    fpecies    of  treafon 

mentions   drums,   trumpets,  arms, 

fwordSi 
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judicial  to  the  ftate,  which  is  the 
cafe  of  Popery,  the  fafety  of  the 
Hate  is  the  fupreme  law,  and  an 
erroneous  religion,  fo  far  as  upon 
principles  of  found  policy  that 
fafety  requires,  ought  to  be  re- 
llrained  and  prohibited ;  no  good 
,  man  has  ever  defended  the  many 
penal  laws  againll  Papiits  upon, 
any  other  ground :  but  this  Bill  is 
not  a  toleration,  it  only  takes 
away  the  penalties  of  one  A&  out 
of  many. 

They  are  Hill  fubjefl  to  all  the 
penalties  created  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  ;  and  yet  yoa 
know  Queen  Elizabeth  fucceeded 
to  the  crown  foon  after  a  cruel  ty- 
rant of  the  Popifli  religion.  The 
Reformation  was  ellablilhed  in  her 
reign.  She  was  excommunicated 
by  the  pope,  and  her  dominions 
given  away.  Her  next  heir  was  a 
bigotted  Papift  *.  She  was  ex- 
pofed  to  many  plots  of  alTaflina- 
tion :  therefore  found  policy,  and 
even  the  prefervation  of  her  life, 
during  her  reign,  called  for  many 
penal  laws  againft  Papifis. 

This  Afl  repeals  no  penalty 
enadled  in  the  reign  of  King 
James  the  firft;  yet  in  that  reign 
the  provocations  given  by  Papift* 
were  great.  It  began  with  the 
Gunpowder  Plot  ;  and  no  wonder 
fevere  laws  were  made  againlt 
them. 

This  AiSl  repeals  no  law  made 
in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the 
Second ;  and  yet  you  know  the 
dread  of  a  Popilh  fucceflbr,  and 
the  jealoufy  of  the  court  at  that 
time,  cccafioned  muny  penal  laws 
to  be  made  a^^ainft  PapilJs. 

In  the  rcTgn  of  William  the 
Third,  the  fecurity  of  the  new  go- 


fwcrds,  fifes,  and  guns,  yet  none 
of  thefe  circumftances  are  eflen- 
tial.  The  queltion  always  is, 
whether  the  intent  is,  by  force 
and  violence,  to  attain  an  objedt 
of  a  general  and  public  nature,  by 
any  inftruments,  or  by  dint  of 
their  numbers.  Whoever  incites, 
advifes,  encourages,  or  is  any  way 
aiding  to  fuch  a  multitude  fo  af- 
femblcd  with  fuch  intent,  though 
he  does  not  psrfonally  appear 
among  them,  or  with  his  own 
hands  commit  any  violence  what- 
foever,  yet  he  is  equally  a  princi- 
pal with  thofe  who  aft,  and  guilty 
of  high-treafon. 

Having  premifed  thefe  propofi- 
tions  as  the  ground-work  of  your 
deliberation  upon  the  points  which 
will  be  left  to  you,  it  will  not  be 
amifs  to  lay  a  matter  which  you 
have  heard  a  great  deal  upon  at 
the  bar  totally  out  of  the  cafe. 
Whether  the  Bill,  called  Sir 
George  Savile's,  was  wife  or  e.v- 
pedient — whether  the  repeal  of  it 
would  have  been  right  or  wrong — 
has  nothing  to  do  with  this  trial. 
Whether  grievances  be  real  or 
pretended — whether  a  law  be  good 
or  bad — it  is  equally  high-treafon, 
by  the  ftrong  hand  of  a  multitude, 
to  force  the  repeal  or  redrefs. 

Thus  much  let  me  fay,  it  is 
mofi;  injurious  to  fay  this  BUI, 
called  Sir  George  Savile's,  is  a 
toleration  of  Popery.  I  cannot 
deny,  that,  where  the  fafety  of 
the  ilate  is  not  concerned,  my  own 
opinion  is,  that  men  fliould  not 
be  punifhed  for  mere  matter  of 
coiifcicnce,  and  barely  worlliip- 
ping  God  in  their  own  way  :  but 
where  what  is  alledged  as  matter 
of  confcience  is  dangerous  or  pre- 


Marv,  Qn^een  of  Scots. 


vernmen^ 


23S]      ANKUAL    REGISTER,    1781. 


vernnieat  made  penal  laws  againfl 
Papilts  neceilary  ;  yet  this  BUI  re- 
J)'eais  none  made  during  the  firft 
ten  years  of  his  reign  :  it  oniy  re- 
peals lome  additional  penalties  in- 
troduced by  an  Ad  that  pafi'ed  at 
the  end  of  his  reign,  which  is  no- 
torioufly  known  to  have  been 
countenanced  or  promoted  by  him. 
Therefore  be  the  merits  of  the 
Bill,  called  Sir  George  Savile's, 
as  it  may,  it  is  totally  a  miiVepre- 
fentation  to  infer  from  thence 
that  Papiils  are  tolerated.  It  is  a 
cry  to  raife  the  blind  Ipirit  of  fa- 
naticifm,  or  enthufiafm,  in  the 
minds  of  a  deluded  multitude, 
which,  in  the  hiftory  of  the  world, 
has  been  the  caufe  of  much  ruin 
and  national  defirudlion.  But  I 
have  already  told  you  the  merits 
of  this  law  are  totally  immaterial 
upon  this  trial ;  and  nothing  can 
be  fo  dilhonourable  to  government, 
as  to  be  forced  to  make,  or  to  re- 
peal, by  an  armed  multitude,  any 
law  :  from  that  moment  there  is 
an  end  of.  all  legiflative  autho- 
rity. 

There  is  another  matter  I  muA 
mention  to  you,  before  I  come  to 
fi.ate  the  quelHons  upon  which  you 
are  to  form  a  judgment,  and  fum 
up  the  evidence,  from  which  that 
judgment  is  to  be  a  conclufion. 

A  doubt  has  faintly  been  thrown 
cut  at  the  bar,  whether  it  is  lawful 
to  attend  a  petition  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  with  more  than  ten 
perfons  ?  Upon  dear-bought  expe- 
rience of  the  confequence  of  tu- 
multuous alTembiies,  under  pre- 
tence of  carrying  and  fupporting 
petitions,  an  Act  of  parliament 
pafTed  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles 
the  Second,  forbidding,  under  a 
penaltVj  more  than  tea  perfons  to 
attend  a  petition  to  the  king,  or 


either  houfe  of  parliament  :  but  it 
is  faid,  that  the  law  is  repealed 
by  the  Bill  of  Rights.  I  fpeak  the 
joint  opinion  of  us  all,  that  the 
Ad  of  Charles  the  Second  is  in 
full  force  ;  there  is  not  the  colour 
for  a  doubt:  the  Bill  of  Rights 
does  not  mean  to  meddle  with  it 
at  all  :  it  afierts  the  right  of  the 
fubjed  to  petition  the  king,  and 
that  there  ought  to  be  no  commit- 
ments for  fuch  petitioning  ;  which 
alluded  to  the  cafe  of  the  bilhops 
in  King  James's  reign,  who  peti- 
tioned the  king,  and  were  com- 
mitted for  it. — But  neither  the 
Bill  of  Rights,  nor  any  other  Ita- 
tute,  repeals  this  Aft  of  Charles 
the  Second  :  and  Mr.  juftice 
Blackftone,  in  his  Commentaries, 
treats  of  this  Ad  as  in  full  force  ; 
and,  as  I  have  told  you,  we  are  all 
of  that  opinion  ;  and  confequent- 
ly  the  attending  a  petition  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  by  more  thaa 
ten  perlbns  is  criminal  and  illegal. 
— Having  premifed  thefe  feveral 
propofitions  and  principles,  the 
fubjed-matter  for  your  coniider- 
ation  naturally  refolves  itfclf  into 
two  points. 

Firft,  Whether  this  multitude 
did  affemble  and  commit  ads  of 
violence  with  intent  to  terrify  and 
compel  the  legiflature  to.  repeal , 
the  Ad  called  Sir  George  Sa- 
vile's.—  If  upon  this  point  your 
opinion  fliould  be  in  the  negative, 
that  makes  an  end  of  the  whole, 
and  the  prifoner  ought  to  be  ac- 
quitted: but  if  your  opinion  (hould 
be,  that  the  intent  of  this  multi- 
tude, and  the  violeace  they  com- 
mitted, was  to  force  a  repeal,  there 
arifes  a  fecond  point — 

Whether  the  prifoner  at  the  bar 
irtcited,  encouraged,  promoted,  of 
alliited  in  raifmg  this  infurredion. 
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and  the  terror  they  carticd  with 
them,  with  the  latent  of  tbrciiig 
a  repeal  of  this  law. 

Upon  thefe  two  points,  which 
you  will  call  your  atcention  to, 
depends  the  fate  of  this  trial  j  for 
if  either  the  multitude  had  no 
fuch  intent,  or  fuppofing  they 
had,  if  the  prifoner  was  no  caole, 
did  not  excite,  and  took  no  part 
in  condutSting,  counfeliing,  or 
fonoenting  the  infurredion,  the 
prifoner  ought  to  be  acquitted  ; 
and  there  is  no  pretence  that  he 
perfonally  concurred  in  any  ad 
of  violence. 

[His  lordfliip  now  fammed  up 
the    evidence     'vtrbatim    to 
the  jury  ;  in  the   courfe  of 
which   he  told    them,    that 
he    obfcrved    that    moft    of 
them    had    taken   very  full 
notes  —  that    he    purpofely 
avoided    making    any   ob- 
lervations     upon    the    evi- 
dence, chufing    to    leave  it 
to    themfelves  ;    then   con- 
cluded as  follows :] 
This,  gentlemen,  is   the    whole 
cf   tlie    evidence    on    either    fide : 
you  will  weigh  this   evidence,   and 
all    the   obfervations  made  at   the 
bar,  or  which  occur   to  yourfelves, 
upon    it — I     avoid     making    any. 
The    points  for  you   to   determine 
are — Whether  this  multitude  were 
aflembled  and  aded  with  an  intent 
to   force    a   repeal   of  this   called 
Sir    George  Savile's   Ad  ;  and    if 
you  think    fuch   was  their   intent, 
whether  the  (hare  tlie  prifoner  had 
in  getting  together  fuch  a  number 
of  people  to  go  down   to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons — in  meeting  them  in 
St.  George's  Fields — in   tnlking  to 
them  in  the   lobby — in  wearing  the 
cockade   on    Friday    and    Saturday 
—or  in  any  other  part  of  his  con- 


dud — had  the  fame  intent,  by  the 
terror  of  an  outrageous  multitude, 
and  the  violences  thoy  committed 
and  threatened,  to  force  a,  jepeal 
of  this  Ad.  If  there  was  no  {'uc?i 
intention,  cither  in  the  mob  cr  in 
the  priioncr,  he  ought  to  be  ac- 
quitted :  but  if  you  think  there 
was  fuch  an  intent  in  the  multi- 
tude, encouraged,  incited,  or  pro- 
moted by  the  prifoner,  then  you 
ought  to  rind  him  guilty. 

If  the  fcale  fhould  hang  doubt- 
ful, and  you  are  not  fully  fatisiicd 
that  he  is  guilty,  you  ougni  to 
lean  to  the  favourable  fide,  and 
acquit  him. 

The  court  fat  at  eight  o'clock 
on  the  Monday  morning  ; 
and  at  three  quarters  after 
four  on  the  Tuefday  morn- 
ing the  jury  withdrew. 
They  returned  into  court 
at  a  quarter  after  five 
o'clock  with  a  verdid  find- 
ing the  prifoner 

NOT  GUILTY. 


Particulars  of  thcTrialofM.  De  la 
Motte,  on  a  Charge  of  High  Tna- 

fin. 

N  Saturday  morning  tl»e 
14th  of  July,  at  nine  o'clock, 
M.  De  la  Motte  was  brought  from 
New-Prifon,  ClerkenwcU,  to  th« 
Old-Eailey,  and  having  challeng- 
ed feveral  of  the  jurymen,  twelve 
were  chofen,  after  which  his  crijl 
came  on.  The  counfol  who  at- 
tended on  behalf  of  the  crcwii 
were,  the  attorney  and  folicitor 
general,  Mr.  Howarth,  and  Mr. 
Norton.  For  the  prifoner,  Mr- 
Dunning  and  Mr.  Peckhim.  The 
indidment 


840]      ANNUAL     REGISTER,    178 1, 


3ndid>ment  confiiled  of  numerous 
counts,  the  firfl  of  which  charged 
M.  De  la  Motte  with  coinpafTing 
the  death  of  the  king,  and  the 
others  laid  divers  overt  ads  of  a 
treafonable  connection  with  the 
French  court  to  deftroy  the  naval 
power  of  this  country. 

The  firfl.  witnefs  examined  was 
Stephen  RadclifFc,  who  had  a  vef- 
fel  conftantly  going  to  Boulogn, 
and  was  frequently  the  carrier  of 
packets  from  the  prifoner  to  the 
French  commiffary.  His  pay  was 
20 1.  for  every  trip  to  the  conti- 
nent. 

The  next  witnefs,  Mr.  Rougier, 
proved  the  engagement  of  himfelf 
and  Radcliffe  in  the  fervice  of  the 
prifoner ;  that  he  received  eight 
guineas  a  month  for  his  trouble  in 
forwarding  packets,  and  alfo  all 
his  charges  from  Dover  to  Lon- 
don, when  he  waited  on  the  pri- 
foner in  town  :  that  a  ATr.  Walcern 
was  concerned  in  the  bufinefs  with 
the  prifoner,  and  letters  frequent- 
ly came  from  France  directed  to 
himfelf,  which  he  never  opened, 
but  delivered  to  the  prifoner  or 
Mr.  Wahern,  knowing  they  were 
for  thofe  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Stewart  depofed  to  having 
received  from  Radcliffe  feveral 
packets  intended  for  an  Englifh 
merchant  at  Boulogn,  who  ap- 
peared to  be  an  agent  for  the 
French  miniftry  ;  but  which,  in- 
Head  of  forwarding,  he  flopped 
and  communicated  to  Lord  Hilif- 
borough,  who  took  copies  of  all, 
and  then  returned  them  to  Mr. 
Stewart,  who,  by  his  lordlhip's 
order,  fent  them  to  Boulogn,  and 
by  this  contrivance  the  fchemes  of 
the  prifoner  fwere  fruflrated,  by 
government    hav;ing     a     previous 


knowledge  of  the  contents  of  the 
various  packets 

Sir  Stanyer  Porten,  of  Lord 
Hillfborough's  ofiice,  depofed  that 
he  received  a  packet  from  Mr. 
Stewart,  in  July  ;  that  he  copied 
one  of  the  letters  himfelf,  and 
had  others  copied  for  him,  and 
then  put  the  originals  again  into 
the  cover  and  delivered  them  to 
the  poll ;  another  of  the  fecond  of 
Auguft,  and  fome  others  after  that 
time,  received  in  like  manner, 
were  copied,  and  put  into  the 
Poft-OfEce,  to  be  conveyed  to  Mr. 
Stev/art,  with  orders  to  be  for- 
warded to  their  dcilination. 

On  crofs-examination  Sir  Stan- 
yer faid,  he  ailivered  the  papers 
to  a  Mr.  Maddifon,  and  two  other 
gentlemen,  clerks  in  the  Poft- 
Office,  but  he  could  not  recolleft 
to  which  perfon  of  the  three. 

Here  an  argument  arofe,  whether 
or  not  thefe  copies  of  letters  ought  to 
be  admitted  as  evidence  ;  the  coun- 
fel  for  the  profecution  contending, 
that  the  copies  being  authenticat- 
ed, were  as  admiffible  as  the  ori- 
ginals ;  and  the  counfel  for  the 
prifoner  concluding  they  were  not, 
and  Mr.  Pcckham  even  going  fo 
far  as  to  contend,  th^t  if  the  ori- 
ginals thernfeives  were  produced 
they  would  not  be  admiifible,  as 
not  being  proved  to  have  beea 
delivered  from  M.  De  la  Motte  to 
Radcliffe,  and  not  appearing  the 
author  of  them  from  any  hand- 
writing or  fignature ;  to  which  laft 
obfervation  it  was  anfwered,  that 
Radcliffe  received  the  packets  from 
Rougier,  which  Rougier  received 
from  De  la  Motte,  and  thus  the 
chafm  was  filled  up ;  but  here  a 
doubt  arofe,  whether  the  letters 
v/hich  were  copied  by  Sir  Stanyer 

Porten 
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Porten  were  the  identical  letters 
ib  traceable  to  De  la  Motte  through 
RadclitFe,  and  through  Roagicr, 
in  order  to  complete  the  chain  ne- 
cefTary  to  make  the  copies  admif- 
fible. 

The  conftable  who  apprehended 
the  priforver,  proved,  that  he  threvv 
fcvcral  pipers  out  of  his  vvaiftcoat 
pocket,  which  being  read,  appeared 
to.  be  an  account,  comprehending 
all  the  particulars  of  Governor 
Johnitone's  Iquadron,  and  intelli- 
gence of  our  marine  in  the  diitcr- 
cnt  ports,  their  deilinaticn  and 
condition,  both  with  regard  to  vic- 
tualling and  ftrength. 

Mr.  Slater,  the  king's  mef- 
fenger,  depofed,  that  he  took  iVIr. 
Lutterloh  into  cullody  at  his  houfe 
a,t  Wickham,  in  the  neighbour- 
iiood  of  Portfmouth  ;  that  Mr. 
Lutterloh  made  a  free  .confeffioa 
of  his  guilt,  and  by  his  diredion 
he  found  a  bundle  of  papers  in 
the  garden,  feveral  of  which -were 
the  hand-writing  of  the  prifoner, 
directed  to  the  Commandant  of 
Breft,  and  others  to  the  Com- 
mandant of  Cadiz,  together  with 
iuilruftions  to  Mr.  Lutterloh,  from 
the  prifoner,  prefcribing  a  mode 
o>  condud  during  their  connec- 
tion in  the  treafonable  confpiracy 
againft  this  kingdom. 

Mr.  Lutterloh  was  next  calK-d, 
and  his  teltimony  was  of  lb  fsrious 
a  nature,  that  the  court  feemed  in 
a  ftate  of  allonifliment  during  the 
whole  of  his  long  examination. 
He  faid,  that  he  embarked  in  a 
plot  with  the  piifoner  in  the  year 
1778  to  furniih  the  French  court 
with  fccret  intelligence  of  the 
navy  ;  for  which  at  firlt:  he  received 
only  eight  guineas  a  month  ;  the 
importance  ol  his  information  ap- 
peared,  however^    fi^  clear  to  the 
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prifoner,  that  he  (hcrtly  after  a'- 
lowed  him  fifty  guineas  a  month,, 
befides  mmy  valuable  gifts  ;  that 
\fjpon  any  emergency  he  came  poil 
to  town  to  M.  De  la  Motte,  but 
common  occurrences  relative  to 
their  treaty  he  fent  by  the  port. 
He  identified,  the  papers  found  in 
his  garden,  and  the  feals,  he  faid, 
were  M.  De  la  Motte's,  and  well 
known  in  France.  He  had  been 
to  Paris  by  diredion  of  the  pri- 
foner, and  was  clofetted  with 
Monfieur  iSartine,  the  French  mi- 
nider.  He  had  formed  a  plan  for 
capturing  Governor  Johnftone's 
fqu?.dron,  for  whish  he  demanded 
8000  guineas,  and  a  third  fhare  of 
the  Ihips  to  be  divided  amongft 
the  prifoner,  himfelf,  and  his 
friend  in  a  certain  office,  but  the 
French  court  would  not  agree  to 
yielding  more  than  an  eighth  fr.afe 
of  the  fquadron.  After  agreeing 
to  enable  the  French  to  take  the 
commodore,  he  went  to  Sir  Hugh  • 
Pallirer,  and  offered  a  plan  to 
take  the  French,  and  to  defeat  his 
originnl  project  with  which  he  had 
furnifhed  the  French  cqurt.  Mr. 
Dunning  wns  wearied  out  in  crofs- 
exanuning  this  witnefs,  and  de- 
clared, he  was  fo  fhocked  that  he 
muft  retire  ;  and,  after  ftaying  up 
flairs  fome  time,  he  went  home 
extremely  ill.  Mr.  Peckham  then 
for  a  long  time  qucftioned  the  wit- 
nefs. 

On  being  feverely  queRioned  by 
Mr.  Dunning,  Lutterloh  gave  a 
Ihort  ablhad  of  his  life,  of  which 
the  following  are  the  moil  remark- 
able circuniftances  : — About  fif- 
teen ysars  fuice  he  came  to  Eng- 
land upon  a  vifit  to  an  uncle,  who 
was  ambaffador  fro:n  the  Duke  of 
Brunfwick.;  and  going  to  a  Mr. 
Taylor's  to  learn  Englifh,   he  be- 
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came  enamoured  of  that  gentle- 
man's daughter,  and  married  her, 
whereby  he  incurred  the  difplea- 
fure  of  his  relations.  Being  re- 
duced to  dillrefs,  he  engaged  as 
a  livery  fervant  to  Capt.  Phillips, 
upon  quitting  whofe  fervice  he 
lived  in  the  fame  capacity  with 
Mr.  Wildman  of  Lincoln's  Inn. 
Being  difmiffed  from  Mr.  Wild- 
man  he  took  a  chandler's  {hop 
in  Great  Wild-ftreet,  and  having 
accepted  the  drafts  of  a  relation 
to  a  confidcrable  amount,  he  was 
much  harraifed  by  the  prefling  im- 
portunities of  his  creditors,  to 
avoid  whofe  importunities  he  re- 
tired to  Germany,  fome  time  after 
which  he  returned  to  England, 
and  availed  himfelf  of  an  infolvent 
aft. 

Being  at  Portfmouth  during  the 
late  naval  review,  he  gained  em- 
ployment as  book-keeper  at  the 
George  Inn.  in  this  fituation  he 
projefted  a  fcheme  for  purchafing 
arms  in  the  petty  German  Hates 
for  the  ufe  of  America,  and  vifited 
that  quarter  of  the  globe,  in  or- 
der to  promote  this  plan,  which 
however  was  not  attended  with 
fuccefs,  and  after  this  commenced 
his  connection  with  the  prifoner. 

He  acknowledged,  that  he  fup- 
plied  the  prifoner  with  accounts 
of  the  ftate  of  the  Weft-India  fleet, 
the  number  of  fick  and  wounded 
at  Haflar,  in  a  letter  diredled  to 
Mr,  John  Tweed,  of  Philpot-lane, 
London,  and  that  other  informa- 
tion was  conveyed,  under  cover 
of  franks,  to  Mr.  Wall,  of  Little 
Carrington-ftreet,  May-fair,  who 
deals  in  pamphlets,  news  -  pa- 
pers. Sec. 

He  further  confeffed,  that  in 
Yiolation  of  a  folemn  engagement 
^^ich  the  prifoner,  wherein  it  svas 


flipulated,  that  they  fhould  on  no 
confideratlon  betray  each  other, 
after  being  raifed  from  a  Hate  of 
the  moft  extreme  indigence  toinde- 
pende.icy  with  refpeft  to  pecuniary 
circumftances,  by  his  generofity, 
he  had,  with  a  view  to  make  fome 
reftitution  to  the  country  he  had 
been  fo  induflrious  to  injure,  but 
more  with  a  defign  to  enrich  him- 
felf, communicated  the  whole  par- 
ticulars of  the  iniquitous  fchemes 
in  which  he  had  been  engaged. 

He  was  afked  by  Mr.  Dunning, 
whether,  immediately  after  leav- 
ing the  grand  jury,  when  the  in- 
didmeut  was  preferred,  he  did 
not  fay  to  RoufTeau,  that  there 
was  not  evidence  for  finding  a  Bill 
without  the  fads  to  which  he  was 
to  fwear,  but  that  his  depofitions 
would  caufe  De  la  Motte  to  be 
convided,  in  which  cafe  he  fhould 
derive  great  profit.  This  he  de- 
nied ;  but  owned  he  had  offered  to 
lay  a  wager  that  De  la  Motte 
would  be  hanged.  A  great  num- 
ber of  letters  which  he,  the  wit- 
nefs,  had  fworn  to  be  the  hand- 
writing of  De  la  Motte,  relative 
to  the  irate  of  our  fleet,  rates, 
guns,  weight  of  metal,  outfit, 
commanders,  deftination,  com- 
plement of  men,  &c.  Sic.  were 
read,  and  appeared  to  contain  the 
moft  precife,  and  we  prefome,  ac- 
curate accounts,  which  fully  con- 
firmed the  obfervation  made  by  the 
attorney -general,  on  his  opening 
the  profecution,  and  which  he 
faid  ought  to  be  much  regretted, 
"  that  the  great  fums  the  prifoner 
had  to  difpofe  of  enabled  him  to 
carry  corruption  to  very  £;reat  and 
dangerous  lengths." 

Mr.   RouflTeau  depofed,   tha^  on 

the  day  when  the  indidment  was 

prefsrred  before    the  grand  jury, 

Lutcer- 
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Lutterloh  exprefled  forrow  for  the 
melancholy  fituatioa  of  De  la 
Motte,  faying  at  the  fame  time  he 
would  be  hanged,  for  the  miniftry 
would  be  glad  of  the  opportunity 
that  was  afforded  them  of  gratify- 
ing their  vengeance  ;  and  adding, 
that  he  luijhed  he  might  be  hanged, 
for  he  could  do  his  bujinefs  better 
'without  him, 

Mr.  Lepel  depofed,  that  he 
knew  Lutterloh  when  he  kept  a 
chandler's-fhop  in  Wild-flreet,  at 
which  time  he  propofed  to  this 
deponent  a  plan  for  purchafing 
25,000  (land  of  arms  for  the  ufe 
of  the  Americans,  whereby,  being 
affiled  by  Dr.  Franklin  and  fome 
German  officers,  a  large  fortune 
might  be  raifed. 

Mr.  Wildman  fwore,  that  in 
1770,  or  1 77 1,  Lutterloh  lived  with 
him  as  a  fervant,  during  which  time 
an  accident  happened  (alluding 
to  his  bureau  being  broke  open 
and  rifled  of  about  80  or  90  1.)  but 
he  did  not  pretend  to  aflerr,  that 
Lutterloh  had  been  the  robber  ; 
but  his  fufpicions,  and  the  mo- 
tives which  gave  birth  to  them, 
were  fuch  as  to  fully  juftify  him 
in  his  own  confcience  to  rcfufe 
Lutterloh  a  charadler  when  he  dif- 
miffed  him  from  his  fervice. 

After  the  examination  of  other 
witnefTes  to  collateral  circura- 
ftances,  Mr.  Peckham  arofe  and 
combated  the  whole  of  the  charge  j 
and  contended^  that  both  in  point 
of  law  and  fact,  the  indiiflment 
muft  fall  to  the  ground,  for  that 
the  overt  afts  were  not  proved, 
and  as  to  the  papers  defcribing  the 
ftateofour  fleet,  and  the  fick  and 
wounded  fcamen,  they  were  no 
more  than  what  might  be  every 
day  read  in  a  news-paper.  He 
entered  into  the  hilbry  of  M.  De 


la  Motte,  faid  he  was  a  French  no- 
bleman, and  he  would  not  call 
him  prifoner,  but  an  unfortunate 
gentleman,  brought  to  the  bar  for 
his  life  through  the  contrivance  of 
a  witnefs,  with  whom  M.  De  la 
Motte  had  been  acquainted,  and 
who,  to  fcreen  himielf  from  pu- 
nilhment,  had  charged  the  ofl-ence 
of  a  treafonable  correfpondence 
upon  M.  De  la  Motte.  He  took 
many  other  liberties  with  Mr. 
Lutterloh  in  the  courfe  of  his  ob- 
fervations,  and  having  ufed  many 
arguments  to  fhow  that  M.  De  la 
Motte  had  a^ed  only  as  a  trader 
from  England  to  France,  and  that 
the  crime  charged  was  more  im- 
putable to  Mr.  Lutterloh,  he  called 
two  witnelTes  to  impeach  his  cha- 
rader,  but  they  failed  in  fuch  kind 
of  proof. 

The  folicltor-general  was  a  con- 
fiderable  time  in  reply,  and  de- 
fended the  evidence  of  Mr.  Lut- 
terloh ;  and  Mr.  Jultice  Buller,  at 
nine  o'clock  began  to  charge  the 
jury  ;  in  the  coiurfe  of  which,  he 
faid,  that  colle«5ling  intelligence 
for  the  purpofe  of  furnifhing  our 
enemies,  was  high  treafon. 

The  jury,  after  a  Ihort  deliber- 
ation, pronounced  the  prifoner 
Guilty,  &c.  as  has  been  already 
related,  in  our  Chronicle  for  July, 
p.  184. 

M.  De  la  Matte  was  about  five 
feet  ten  inches  in  height,  50  years 
of  age,  and  of  a  comely  counte- 
nance ;  his  deportment  was  exceed- 
ingly genteel,  and  his  eye  was  ex- 
preffive  of  ftrong  penetration.  He 
wore  a  white  cloth  coat  and  a 
linen  waiflcoat,  worked  in  tam- 
bour. After  fentence  Mr.  Aker- 
man's  fervants  prepared  to  re- 
conduct him  to  pril'on,  but  being 
ignorant  of  their  defig'V  ^^  '"^^  '" 

\^\  z  tha 
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the  chair  in  which  he  had  fat  dur- 
ing almoft  the  whole  of  the  trial. 
But  upon  the  matter  being  ex- 
plained to  him,  he  rofe,  paid  a 
polite  obedience  to  the  court  and 
retired. 


Copy  cf  Lord  George  Gordon '.f  Cor- 
refponcience  'voith  Lord  North  ajid 
Lord  Southampton,  September  3, 
1781. 

To  the  Right  Hon,  Lord  North, 
Firji  Lord  of  the  Treafury,  b'c. 

"  My  Lord, 

H  E  committee  of  corre- 
fpondence  for  the  Pro- 
teftant  intereft  at  Edinburgh,  have 
clone  me  the  honour  to  intrufl  to 
my  care  a  very  valuable  book  to 
be  delivered  to  the  king.  It  is 
entitled  Scotland's  Oppofition  to  the 
Popijh  Billy  and  contains  a  collec- 
tion of  all  the  declarations  ajid  re- 
folutions  publilhed  by  the  General 
Ailembly  of  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land,, and  the  different  provincial 
fynods,  preibyteries,  afTociate  pref- 
byteries,  kirk  feffions,  counties, 
cities,  royal  boroughs,  boroughs, 
towns,  parifhes,  incorporations, 
and  focieties  throughout  Scotland 
againft  the  propofed  repeal  cf  the 
Statutes  enadled,  and  for  ever  ra- 
tilied,  by  the  Revolution  and 
Union  parliament,  for  preventing 
the  growth  of  Popery  ;  with  an 
introduction,  giving  a  Ihort  hiftoiy 
of  the  rife,  progrefs,  and  eftefts 
of  that  national  alarm  ;  and  an 
Appendix,  containing  a  Ihort  view 
of  the  Statutes  at  prefent  in  force 
in  Scotland  againil  Popery,  the 
nature  of  the  Bill  propofed  to  be 
brought  into  parliament  for  re- 
pealing tho.e   Statutes^    and  fome 


remarks,  (hewing  the  propriety 
and  necellity  of  oppofing  fuch  re- 
peal ;  with  a  few  hints  on  the  con- 
iHtutional  and  prudent  mode  of 
oppofition.  Printed  by  David  Pa- 
lerfon,  at  Edinburgh. 

"  1  think  it  right  to  fend  this 
information  to  your  lordiliip,  that 
you  may  acquaint  .the  king,  J 
have  a  book  of  fuch  confequence 
to  deliver  into  his  niajefty's  own 
hands ;  and,  that  I  humbly  wait 
his  majelly's  pleafure  to  know, 
whether  I  fhall  have  the  honour  of 
prefenting  it  to  his  majefty  at  his 
public  levee,  or  at  his  private 
houfe,  or  when  his  majefty  is  fit- 
ting upon  the  throne  r  My  wiih  is 
(at  the  fame  time  that  I  do  my 
duty  towards  the  people  of  Scot- 
land) to  comply  with  all  the  forms 
and  ceremonies  of  the  Court  of 
London,  in  approaching  the  king 
on  a  public  fubjed  of  the  deepeft 
political  confideration. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be, 
my  lord. 
Your  lordlhip's  moft  obedient 
and  humble  fervant, 
G.  Gordon. 

Welbeck-peety 

Sept.  3,    1781. 

♦'  N.  B.  Your  lordfhip,  on  this 
occafion,  will  have  an  opportuni- 
ty of  advifing  with  his  majefty  on 
a  gracious  anfwer,  according  to 
the  principles  laid  down  at  the 
Pvcformation  and  P.evolation,  and 
the  rtrift  and  iolemn  engagement 
to  abide  by  thofe  principles,  which 
was  the  covenanted  bargain  that 
railed  the  Prince  of  Orange  from 
Holland,  and  his  prefent  majefty's 
predeceiTors  from  Hanover,  to  the 
throne  of  thefe  kingdoms.  A  gra- 
cious anfwer  in  time,  to  be  read 
at  the  public  meeting  of  the  Pro- 

leftant 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.      [245 


teftant  A/Tociation  on  Wednefday 
evening,  might  hare  the  good  ef- 
fect of  tending  in  fome  degree  to 
quiet  the  minds  and  apprehenfions 
of  the  afTociation  in  general  ;  and, 
I  am  confident  that  fuch  an  an- 
fwer  would  be  looked  upon,  and 
efte'';med  as  a  due  attention  to  the 
declarations  and  re/olutions  of  their 
countryy  by  the  Scotch  divifion  of 
Proteftants  in  London  ;  who,  per- 
mit me  to  tell  your  lorddiip,  are 
very  refpeflable  indeed,  and  nu- 
merous too,  about  twenty  thou- 
fand  men,  including  the  train  of 
artillery  at  Woolwich,  and  the  belt 
part  of  all  the  regiments  of  horfe 
and  foot-guards.  If  your  lordfhip 
was  to  advife  his  majelly  to  compli- 
ment them  on  their  difcernment 
and  loyalty  in  oppofing  the  Popery 
Bill,  I  think  it  would  be  judicious, 
and  in  feafon.'** 

The  following  anfwer  was  fent 
by  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  North  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Lord  George 
Gordon  : 

"  LORD  North's  compliments 
to  Lord  George  Gordon  :  if  his 
lordfhip  has  any  book  to  prefent 
to  the  king,  he  muft  prefent  it  at 
the  levee." 

Wre.yton,  Sept.  8,  1781. 

The  following  letter  was  fent  on 
the  fame  day  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Southampton,  Groom  of  the 
Stole  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  of  Wales : 

*'  My  Lord, 
"  THE  committee  of  corre- 
fpondence  for  the  Proteltant  in- 
tereft  at  Edinburgh,  have  done  me 
the  honour  to  entruft  to  my  care  a 
very    valuable    book,    to    ba   deli- 


vered to  his  Royal   Highnefs    the 
Prince  of  Wales. 

[Here  follows  the  title  of  the 
book,  as  in  the  letter  to  Lord 
North.] 

"  I  think  it  tight  to  fend  this 
information  to  your  lordfhip,  that 
you  may  acquaint  the  Prince  of 
Wales  that  I  have  a  book  of  fuch 
confequence  to  deliver  into  his 
royal  highnefs's  hands  ;  and  that 
I  humbly  wait  his  royal  highnefs's 
pleafure,  to  know  when  and 
where  I  Ihall  have  the  honour  of 
prefenting  it  to  him.  My  wifh 
is,  at  the  fame  time  that  I  do  my 
duty  towards  the  people  of  Scot- 
land, to  comply  with  all  the  forms 
and  ceremonies  of  his  royal  high- 
nefs's eftablifliment  in  approach- 
ing the  heir  apparent  of  the  Houfe 
of  Hanover,  on  a  public  fubjeft 
of  the  deepeft  political  confidera- 
tion. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be, 
my  lord. 
Your  lordlhip's  moft  obedient 
and  humble  fervan% 
G.  Gordon. 

Welbeck-Jlrect, 

Sept.  3,  1781. 

*'  P.  S.  I  have  had  the  honour 
to  receive  great  civilities  from 
you  lordfhip  both  in  London  and 
at  Paris,  and  I  have  not  forgot 
them.  1  have  always  looked  up 
to  your  lordfliip  as  a  man  of  good 
underflanding  and  integrity,  as 
well  as  of  the  moll  agreeable  and 
refined  manners.  1  believe  the 
public  alfo,  in  general,  think 
your  lordfhip  very  well  qua'  tied 
for  the  high  and  important  oflice 
of  firft  lord  in  the  eftablifhment  of 
his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Wales  ;  and  1  have  no  doubt,  but 
your  lordihip  will  ufc  the  utmoll 
[^]  3  of 
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cf  your  abilities  in  guarding  the 
heir  apparent  of  the  Houfe  of"  Ha- 
nover, againil  thofe  principles 
and  praftices  which  <iw  in  Scot- 
land could  not  put  up  with,  even 
under  our  own  ancient,  heredita- 
ry, and  royal  family  of  the  Houle 
of  Stuart,  from  whofe  loins  your 
lordlhip  is  defcended. 

"  Permit  me  to  affure  your  lord- 
Ihip,  I  do  not  mention  your  royal 
defcent  as  anyblemilh;  on  the  con- 
trary I  think  it  very  noble.  But  I 
wilb,  indeed,  to  remind  your  lord- 
Ihip,  in  a  ferious  manner,  that  ^e 
noblemen,  whofe  ancient  families 
have  been  fo  clofely  related,  allied, 
and  attached  to  the  royal  Houfe 
of  Stuart  in  former  times  of  dan- 
gerous politics,  have  the  difcerning 
eyes  of  the  true  Proteftant  people 
throughout  Europe  and  America, 
inoll  Iteadily  fixed  upon  us  at  this 
prefent  moment ;  therefore,  our 
advice  and  condud  (as  faithful 
friends  to  the  Houfe  of  Hanover, 
being  Proteftants)  ought  to  be  ex- 
emplarily  decided  in  fupport  of 
Reformation  and  Revolution  prin- 
ciples." 

Lord  Southampton'/  An/aver  to  Lord 
George  Gordon  : 
"  My  Lord, 
**  HIS    royal    highnefs    is    out 
of  town  at  prefent ;    when  I  have 
an  opportunity,  I  will  lay  your  let» 
ter  before  him. 

"  I  beg  leave  to  apprife  your 
lordlhip,  that  the  Prince  of  Wales 
(not  having  a  court)  gives  no  au- 
dience. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be, 
my  lord. 
Your  moft  obedient 

humble  fervant, 
"  Southampton." 
Sept,  6,   1 78 1. 


On  Friday  the  14th  inftant. 
Lord  George  Gordon  came  to  the 
outward  room  at  St.  James's  with 
a  book.  The  lord  in  waiting  in- 
formed him,  that  nobody  could 
be  permitted  to  deliver  a  book  to 
the  king,  without  his  majefty's 
permiffion  being  firil  afked  and  ob- 
tained. Lord  George  appeared  at 
the  levee  without  the  book ;  and 
after  the  levee  was  over,  the  lord 
in  waiting  took  the  king's  plea- 
fure,  and  fignified  to  Lord  George, 
that  his  majefty  having  confidered 
Lord  George  Gordon's  letter  to 
Lord  North,  announcing  his  in- 
tention to  deliver  a  book,  did  not 
think  proper  to  admit  Lord  Geo. 
Gordon  into  his  prefence,  to  pre-: 
fent  any  book  announced  by  fuch  a 
letter. 


Remarkable  Actions  at  Sea. 

Admiralty-Off.ce J  March  13,  1 7  8 1 . 
Exir  ad  of  a  Letter  from  Lieut.  Ingles, 
commanding     his    Majefty^ s    Sloop 
Zephyr,  to  Mr.   Stephens,  dated 
Spithead,  March  11,    1781. 

LEASE  to  acquaint  their 
lordfhips  of  his  majefty's  floop 
Zephyr,  under  my  command,  be- 
ing arrived  at  Spithead  from  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  after  a  pafTage  of 
57  days. 

I  likewife  have  the  honour  of 
acquainting  their  lordfliips,  that  on 
31II  of  Odober  laft,  being  juft  re- 
turned to  Goree  from  a  cruize,  I 
received  intelligence  from  Gover- 
nor Wall  of  a  French  frigate  of 
24  guns  being  in  Garnbia  River, 
which  had  taken  two  tranfports 
and  two  {loops  there,  wooding 
and  watering  for  the  garrifon  of 
Goree.     1  immediately  failed,  witl| 
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the  Polly  Letter  of  Marque,  mount- 
ing fixteen  fhort  four  -  pounders, 
with  thirty  men,  under  my  com- 
mand, agreeable  to  the  advice  of 
Governor  Wall. 

On  the  2d  of  November,  at 
eleven  A,  M.  being  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  river,  faw  four  fail 
at  anchor  off  Barra  Point  ;  found 
them  to  be  one  of  the  tranfports, 
two  floops,  and  a  French  frigate ; 
the  tranfport  mounted  fixteen  guns, 
and  was,  a^  I  heard,  manned  with 
Frenchmen  and  Negroes,  belong- 
ing to  Albedra,  on  the  banks  of 
Gambia,  and  interelled  with  the 
French.  At  twelve,  the  tranfport 
and  two  floops  were  fet  on  fire,  the 
other  tranfport  being  burnt  the 
preceding  day.  At  one  P.  M.  the 
enemy's  fliips  being  under  weigh, 
and  the  Zephyr  within  piftol-lhot 
of  her,  a  warm  aftion  enfued,  and 
lafted  till  four  P.  M.  when,  through 
chafing,  the  Zephyr  and  enemy 
grounded,  at  very  near  low  wa- 
ter, as  clofe  to  each  other  as  be- 
fore, which  occafioned  the  aftion 
to  be  renewed  with  redoubled  vio- 
lence, hence  more  refembling  two 
batteries  on  fhore,  than  a  fea  fight. 
During  the  greateft  part  ^  the 
adion,  the  letter  of  marque  was 
anchored  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
a-ftern  ;  but,  notwithltanding,  a 
continual  fire  was  kept  up  by  the 
Zephyr  and  enemy  till  fix,  when 
the  enemy  Itruck,  with  the  lofs  of 
twelve  killed,  and  twenty  -  eight 
wounded  ;  the  Zephyr  two  killed, 
and  four  wounded,  her  bowfprit, 
main- top-mad,  and  main  yards 
fhot  away,  her  hull,  malls,  yards, 
fails,  and  rigging  very  much  fliat- 
tered,  infomuch,  that  with  the 
greateft  diflicuhy  on  the  twelfth 
we  arrived  at  Goree.  During  the 
whole  of  the  adlion,    the  Zephyr 


was  in  the  utmoft  danger  from 
fire-rafts,  both  under  her  bows 
and  ftern  ;  but  luckily  the  de- 
ftruflive  intentions  of  the  enemy 
proved  abortive. 

After  boarding  the  enemy, 
found  her  to  be  the  Senegal 
(Lieutenant  Commandant  AUery) 
the  French  king's  fhip,  mounting 
eighteen  fix-pounders,  and  126 
men,  but  fought  the  Zephyr  with 
twenty-two,  owing  to  tranfport- 
ing  guns.  She  was  formerly  the 
Racehorfe,  commanded  by  Lord 
Mulgrave,  and  lately  the  Senegal, 
in  his  majefty's  fervice.  As  fhe 
was  of  great  detriment  to  his  ma- 
jefty's trading  fubjedts  on  the  coaft 
of  Africa,  the  taking  of  her  gives 
me  the  utmoft  pleafure  and  fatif- 
fadlion. 

On  our  arrival  on  the  12th  at 
Goree  from  Gambia,  Governor 
Wall  gave  me  information  of  two 
velfels  being  off  Senegal  Bar,  tak- 
ing in  gum.  Ready  to  aft  con- 
fonant  with  his  information,  tho' 
in  fo  fhattered  a  condition,  and 
the  Senegal  not  condemned,  from 
which  the  property  of  the  captors 
was  at  ftake,  we  chearfuUy  con- 
fented  to  proceed  in  purfuit  of  the 
apparent  fuccefs  ;  but  the  wind 
being  at  N.  E.  direftly  contrary, 
and  the  Zephyr  in  an  infirm  fi- 
tuation,  after  beating  five  days 
out  at  fea,  the  ftiips  were  obliged 
to  return  to  Goree,  in  order  to 
refit,  on  purpofc  that  we  might  a 
fecond  time  be  able  to  attempt  the 
expedition. 

On  our  return  the  condemnation 
of  the  ihip  Senegal  was  entered 
upon,  and  the  Judge  Advocate 
demanding  an  inventory,  proper 
officers  and  men  were  fent  from 
the  Zephyr  for  that  purpofe,  and 
that  of  refitting  hc^:  for  the  afore- 

[^J  4  faiJ 
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laid  expedition  ;  but  alas  !  through 
lome  unknown  caufe,  on  the  zzd 
of"  November,  (he  was  unhappily 
bJovvn  up,  with  the  lof*  of  Litut. 
George  Crofts,  and  22  others, 
oinccrs  and  feamen,  fpecified  by 
the  incloled  lift. 

I  flatter  inyfelf  their  lordfhips 
uill  Ihew  all  neceffary  indulgence 
to  the  officers  and  feamen's  friends, 
who  nobly  and  gallantly  lupport- 
cd  me  in  the  late  aftion,  and  un- 
luckily fuivered  by  the  above  ac- 
cident. 

A  Lift  of  the  OiHcers  and  Seamen 
belonp;ing  to  his  Majefty's  Sloop 
Zephyr,  who  were  blown   up  in 
the  French  King's   Frigate,  La 
Senegal,      Lieutenant      Allery, 
Commandant,    on    the    zzd    of 
November,   1780. 
Geo.    Crofts,  lieutenant ;  Fran- 
cis FyfFe,  mate  ;    Lauder   Ruther- 
ford,   able  ;     Tho.    Harris,    boat- 
fvvain  ;    Wm.  Tramplett,  gunner  ; 
Thomas  Neftjit,  clerk  ;   John  Cro- 
ker,  captain's  mate  ;  John  Parmin- 
ter,    fail  -  maker  ;     P.    M'Kewen, 
quarter  -  gunner  ;     Henry    Clark, 
able  ;  Mark  Short,  ditto ;  George 
Williams,     ditto  ;     John     Oakes, 
ditto  ;     Cabel     Cornwall,     ditto  ; 
Andrew    Buchanan,    ditto  ;     Wm. 
Forfycb,  captain's    fervant  ;     John 
Lawlers,    able  ;     Thomas    Smith, 
ditto  ;    Wm.   Baker,  ditto  ;    Tho. 
Crofs,    ditto  ;     Jo.    Hall,     ditto  j 
Thomas  O'Hara,  ditto. 

^raK/pMions  on  hoard  the  Nonfuch, 
in  an  Engageimnt  bet'v.'een  the 
l\th  and  l^th  of  May  ijSl,  re- 
cei-jed  in  Vice  -  Admiral  Darby 'j 
Letter  of  the  \()th  of  May. 

^N  the  14th,  being  the  look- 
out fhip  from  the  van  fqua- 
drcn,  at  eight  A.  M.  faw  three 
fail  in  the  N.  £.  made  the  figrial. 


chafed;  foon- after  we  faw  a  fail 
in  the  E.  S.  E.  which  wc  took  to 
be  a, French  line  of  battle  fiiip  ; 
chafed,  gained  upon  her. — r—  At 
about  half  paft  ten  at  night  came 
along  fide  of  her ;  ftie  gave  us  her 
broadfide,  we  returned  it;  ftie- 
dropt  aftern,  we  wore  and  raked 
her  ;  we  continued  the  adion  for 
near  an  hour,  tluring  fonie  part  of 
which  we  were  on  board  one  ano- 
ther ;  flie  carried  away  our  fprit- 
fail  yard,  and  our  anchor  hooking 
her  quarter  carried  away  the  flukes 
of  it.  All  this  time  Ihe  had  fo 
much  the  worft  of  the  action,  that 
fhe  took  the  opportunity  of  our 
heads  being  diiferent  ways  to  make 
ail  the  fail  ftie  could  to  get  away  ; 
we  wore  and  chafed  her  again  ; 
our  mizen-mail  being  entirely  dif- 
abled  prevented  our  getting  up 
with  her  before  five  AM.  It  being 
day-light,  we  could  diftinguifti  one 
another  plainly  ;  fhe  appeared  to 
be  a  French  80  gun  ftiip,  in  good 
order  for  battle. 

Some  people  on  board  us,  who 
pretend  to  know,  fay  ftie  is  the 
Languedoc.  At  .'ive  we  began  the 
action  again,  and  continued  till 
half  p^  fix,  when  finding  our  fhip 
much  difabled,  the  fore-yard  com- 
ing down,  all  the  mafts,  yards, 
fails  and  rigging  much  hurt,  guns 
difmounted  ;  the  wreck  of  thefe, 
and  dead  and  wounded  men  filling 
the  deck,  I  thought  it  proper  to 
haul  our  wind,  in  order  to  clear 
it.  The  enemy  kept  on  her  courfe 
for  Breft. 

Our  lofs  in  men  is  26  killed* 
and  64  wounded*. 

(Signed)  Ja.  Wallace. 

*  Among  the  former  are  no  officers ; 
but  among  the  latter  are,  viz.  Mr.  Spry 
I  ft,  Mr.  Faicor.er  3d,  Mr.  Market  4th 
lieutenants,  Mr.  Williams,  ading  lieute- 
nant;  Mr.  Ston;,  raai:e.  j  Mr.  Hotham, 
b'jatl  >vajn. 

Exiraa 
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Extras  of  a  Letter  from  Capt.  Wm. 
Peere  Williams,  of  his  Majejiy^s 
Ship  Flora,  to  Mr.  Stephens,  5^- 
cretary  to  the  Admiralty  ^  dated 
Spithead,  fuiiei'],   1781.  » 

ON  May  29th,  difcovering 
two  Dutch  frigates,  vie  (the 
Flora  and  Crelcent)  prepared  for 
immediate  action  ;  but  the  wind 
increafing  to  a  florm,  obliged  us 
to  wait  a  more  favourable  oppor- 
tunity. At  feven  in  the  evening 
the  gale  abated,  and  the  next 
morning  the  fea  was  confiderably 
fallen.  Having  kept  the  enemy 
in  fight  all  night,  at  day  break  we 
edged  towards  them,  and  at  five 
commenced  the  sflion,  fhip  againfl 
fhip,  within  a  cable's  length  of 
each  other,  which  was  continued 
without  intermifiion  for  two  hours 
and  a  quarter,  when  our  adver- 
fary  ftruck  her  colours.  She  prov- 
ed to  be  the  Caftor  frigate,  of 
Rotterdam,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Pieter  Melvill,  mounting  26 
twelve  and  10  fix  pounders  ;  her 
complement  confifting  of  230 
men. 

The  adion  between  the  Crefcent 
and  Brill,  a  frigate  of  the  fame 
rate  as  the  Caftor,  mounting  26 
twelve,  2  fix,  and  8  four  pound- 
ers, continued  fome  minutes  long- 
er  ;  when  an  unlucky  (hot  carrying 
away  the  main  and  mizen  malls 
of  the  Crefcent,  and  the  wreck 
falling  within  board,  whereby  her 
guns  were  rendered  ufeleis  and  the 
fhip  ungovernable,  Capt.  Paken- 
ham  was  reduced  to  the  difagree- 
able  neceflity  of  ftriking  the  king's 
colours.  Seeing  her  fituation,  we, 
with  great  difficulty,  got  our  (hip's 
head  towards  her,  and  by  that 
means  prevented  the  enemy  tak- 
ing poflelfion   of   her,   who   made 


off  in  the  beft  manner,  they  could. 
Had  our  difabled  ftate  been  fuch 
as  to  have  permitted  us  to  have 
purfued,  the  bad  condition  of  the 
Crefcent  and  Caftor  (both  of 
which  fliips  made  between  four 
and  five  feet  water  an  hour)  would 
have  rendered  fuch  a  ftep  unjufti- 
fiable. 

The  fteady  and  refolute  beha- 
viour of  my  oflicers  and  crew  on 
this  occafion,  merits  my  warmeft 
praife  and  admiration  ;  and  I  hope 
will  recommend  them  to  their  lord- 
fhips  favour. 

It  would  be  doing  injuftice  to 
the  merit  of  Captain  Pakenham, 
his  officers,  and  ftiip's  company, 
if  I  concluded  my  letter  without 
acknowledging  they  did  as  ijiuch 
as  men  could  do  to  fupport  the 
dignity  of  the  Britilh  flag,  till  that 
unfortunate  accident,  which  depriv- 
ed them  of  every  means  of  refift- 
ance,  and  the  fuccefs  that  would 
otherwife  have  attended.  The 
Brill  luuft  have  received  con- 
fiderable  damage  from  the  Cre- 
fcent ;  her  main-maft  was  feen  to 
go  by  the  board  early  in  the  after- 
noon. 

I  beg  you  will  acquaint  their 
lordfhips,  that  I  took  upon  m.e  to 
recommiffion  his  majefty's  fliip  the 
Crefcent,  and  appointed  my  firft 
lieutenant,  Mr.  John  Pligh,  to 
the  command  of  her  ;  reinftating 
the  reft  of  the  officers  ;  and  that 
Lieutenant  Ellery,  fecond  lieut. 
of  the  faid  fhip,  having  fince  died 
of  the  wounds  he  received  in  ac- 
tion, I  have  appointed  Mr.  Peter  " 
Creed,  Mafter  of  the  Flora,  whom 
I  ftrongly  recommended  to  their 
lordlhips  for  promotion,  after  the 
aftion  with  the  Nymph,  to  fuc- 
cced  him  ;  which  fteps  I  hope 
their   lordlhips  will   approve.     In 

my 
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my  own  (hip  I  have  appointed  Mr. 
John  Evans  to  ad  as  third  lieu- 
tenant, a  young  man  who  has 
feived  his  time  in  the  navy,  and 
wno  IS  very  dcferving  of  promo- 
tion. 

The  following  is  an  account  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  on  board 
hi."  majefty's  frigates  Flora  and 
Crcfcent,  and  the  Dutch  frigate 
Callor. 


Flora 


C    9  killed, 
(^32  wounded. 


Crefcent     |  f  ^'^^'^'  , 
I  07  wounded. 

^   rt  S  zz  killed, 

{  4.1    wounaed. 

I  am  forry  to  add  to  this  letter 

a  circumftance  which  "ives  me  in- 

o 

linite  concern. 

As  foon  as  the  damages  of  the 
three  ihips  wer"^  repaired  in  the 
bell  manner  we  were  able,  which 
employed  us  iive  days,  we  pro- 
ceeded on  our  palTage  without 
interruption,  till  the  19th  inft. 
when,  early  in  the  morning,  in 
lat.  47.  N.  long.  6.  30.  W.  being 
in  chace  of  a  privateer  brig,  which 
had  dogged  us  all  night,  and  part 
of  the  preceding  day,  I  difcover- 
cd,  upon  the  clearing  away  of  a 
i'quall,  two  Ihips  to  windward, 
edging  towards  me  ;  upon  which 
I  veered  Ihip,  and  returned  to  the 
Crefcent  a,:d  Callor,  flattering 
mylelf  the  appearance  of  our  force 
united  would  check  the  ardour 
of  their  purfuit  :  but  in  this  I 
was  miiliken  ;  they  ftill  continued 
ihe  chace,  encouraged,  I  have  no 
doubt,  by  the  difabled  appearance 
of  my  cop.forts,  and  gained  upon 
us  very  fait.  Confcious  of  our 
adual  want  of  ftrength,  I  did  not 
think  it  advifeable  to  hazard  an 
aition.  and  my  officers  were  un- 
animo  fly    of    the    .'ame    opinion. 


Each  Ihip  therefore  fhaped  a  differ- 
ent courfe,  and  about  one  o'clock 
P.  M.  I  had  the  mortification  to 
fee  the  Caflor  retaken  by  one  of 
the  frigates,  which  fired  a  gun, 
and  hoilled  French  colours,  though 
till  that  moment  they  had  chafed 
under  Englifh.  The  other  frigate, 
not  being  able  to  come  up  with 
the  Flora,  bore  away  about  three 
o'clock,  after  the  Crefcent,  and,  as 
the  night  was  clear,  I  am  appre- 
henfive  fhe  fared  the  fame  fate  as 
the  Callor. 

When  their  lordfhips  refledl  how 
reduced  the  complement  of  his 
majefty's  Ihips  were  by  the  lofs 
of  the  killed  and  wounded,  and 
from  the  number  of  men  fent  on 
board  the  prize,  viz.  38  from  the 
Flora,  and  nearly  the  fame  num- 
ber from  the  Crefcent,  (which 
men  were  conilantly  employed  at 
the  pumps  to  keep  the  ftiip  free) 
1  flatter  myfelf  they  will  acquit 
me  of  having  adted  improperly  on 
this  occafion. 

N.  B.  The  Flora  had  36  guns, 
and  270  men  ;  the  Crefcent  28 
guns,  and  200  men. 

JJmiralty  Office,  Sept.  18,  178 1. 

Extras   of  a  Letter  Jrcm    Captain 

Curtis    to    Mr.    Stephens,    dated 

Brilliant,    Gibraltar,    Auguji  7, 

1781. 

BEG  you  will  be  pleafed  to  ac- 
_^  quaint  my  lords  commillloners, 
that  his  majelly's  floop  Helena  ar- 
rived here  this  morning. 

Her  approach  vvas  difcovered  by 
the  enemy  and  us  at  the  fame  time, 
about  five  o'clock.  She  vvas  in  the 
Gut,  to  the  fouthvvard  of  Cabarita 
Point,  and  nearly  a  third  of  the 
way  over  from  it  towards  Europa. 
It    was    perfeilly    calm,     and    the 

Helena 
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Helena  was  rowing  for  the  Rock. 
I  immediately  took,  the  Repulfe 
and  Vanguard  gun  -  boats,  with 
all  the  boats  of  the  fhips,  and 
went  for  her  as  expeditioufly  as 
pofFible.  Fourteen  gun  -  boats  of 
the  enemy,  carrying  each  one  26 
pounder  in  the  bow,  moved  alfo 
from  Algeziras,  accompanied  by 
fcveral  launches.  Thefe  boats  got 
on  farter  than  I  could  proceed 
with  the  Repulfe  and  Vanguard, 
and  before  eight  o'clock  thofe  of 
them  the  molt  advanced  com- 
menced their  fire  upon  the  Hele- 
na, being  then  within  half  gun- 
fhot.  She  returned  it  with  great 
deliberation  and  effedl,  but  ftill 
continuing  to  ufe  her  oars.  The 
greater  part  of  the  gun-boats  were 
ibon  clofe  to  her,  and  the  clouds 
of  grape  and  other  ft\ot,  that  feem- 
ed  almort  to  bury  her,  were  really 
aftonilhing.  However,  fhe  did  not, 
without  fome  aid,  bear  long  this 
very  unequal  combat.  The  Re- 
pulfe and  Vanguard  began  a  well- 
direcled  fire  upon  the  enemy, 
being  fo  placed  as  was  deemed 
the  moft  etiicacious  to  cover  the 
Helena,  and  to  annoy  them.  The 
commencement  of  the  fea- breeze 
paving  got  to  the  Helena,  fhe 
foon  reached  us,  the  enemy  ftill 
perfevering  in  their  attempt  upon 
her  ;  fome  of  them  firing  at  her 
broadfide,  and  others  keeping  a- 
ftern,  raking  her.  However,  the 
fteadinefs  and  bravery  exhibited  on 
board  the  Helena,  and  the  well- 
applied  grape  from  the  Repulfe 
and  Vanguard,  ve^y  foon  made  fe- 
veral  of  them  retire  ;  and  they  all 
fled  by  ten  o'clock,  allowing  us 
to  tow  the  Helena  into  the  Mole 


without  farther  moleftation,  A 
xebeck,  mounting  between  twenty 
and  thirty  guns,  which  was  lying 
near  to  Cabarita  Point,  got  under 
way  when  the  breeze  came,  and 
advanced  to  join  the  gun-boats  ; 
but,  upon  feeing  them  retire,  fhe 
retired  alfo. 

The  marts,  fails-,  rigging,  and 
furniture  of  the  Helena  are  cut  all 
to  pieces,  and  the  hull  a  good  deal 
damaged  ;  but  it  is  wonderful,  as 
it  is  fortunate,  the  boatfwain  was 
the  only  man  who  was  killed  oa 
board  her. 

The  bravery,  the  coolnefs,  and 
the  judicious  condudl  of  Captain 
Roberts*,  do  him  infinite  honour  : 
his  officers  and  men  deferve  the 
higheft  commendation. 

An  Account  of  the  Adion  hetviixi 
the  Savage  Sloop  of  War  of  16 
Guns,  Capt.  Stirling,  and  the 
Congrefs,  an  American  Frigate 
of  20  Guns,  Capt.  Geddis  ;  from. 
a  Letter  of  Capt.  Stirling'/  ta 
Rear-Admiral  Graves. 

Lancajier,  Sept.  23,  1781. 
S  IR, 

IT  is  with  the  moft  poignatu 
grief  I  acquaint  your  excellen- 
cy of  the  capture  of  his  majefty's 
floop  Savage,  late  under  my  com- 
mand, the  particulars  of  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  tranfmit.— . 
Early  in  the  morning  of  the  6th 
inft.  10  leagues  ea(l  of  Charles 
Town,  we  efpled  a  fhip  bearing 
down  on  us,  who,  when  about 
four  miles  diftant,  hauled  her  wind 
to  the  eaftward,  fhesving,  by  her 
appearance,  fhe  was  an  Ame- 
rican   cruizer  ;     her    force    couli 


*  Captain  Roberts  was  firft  Lie\itenant  of  the  Qucbcck  with  Capt.  Farmer 
when  ihc  was  burnt  In  the  aftion  with  tl-.e  Sur.-.illant. 


not 
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not  be  fo  eafily  diftinffusHicd  :  I 
therefore  gave  way  to  the  pleafing 
idea  that  fhe  was  a  privateer,  car- 
rying 20  nine-pounders,  whom  I 
had  intelligence  was  cruizing  off 
here,  and  iiiflantly  refolved  either 
to  bring  her  to  a&ion,  or  oblige 
her  to  quit  the  coaft  ;  for  which 
purpofe  wc  gave  chace,  but  were 
prevented  continuing  it  long,  by 
her  edging  down,  feemingly  deter- 
mined to  engage  us.  Confcious  of 
her  fuperiority  in  failing  and  force, 
this  manoeuvre  coincided  with  my 
v/iflie?.  I  caufcd  the  Savage  to  !ay 
by,  till  we  perceived,  on  her  nearer 
approach,  ihe  was  far  fuperior  to 
what  we  imagined,  and  that  it  was 
necefiary  to  attempt  making  our 
efcppe,  without  fome  fortunate  (hot, 
in  the  courfe  of  a  running  fight 
(which  we  faw  inevitable,)  admitted 
our  taking  advantages,  and  bring- 
ing on  a  more  equal  conflidl:.  At 
half  pall  ten  fne  began  firing  her 
bow  chafers,  and  at  eleven,  being 
clofe  on  our  quarter,  the  adion 
commenced  with  mufquetry,  which, 
after  a  good  deal  of  execution, 
was  followed  by  a  heavy  cannon- 
ade on  both  fides.  In  aa  hour's 
time  I  had  the  mortification  to  fee 
cur  braces  and  bowlings  {hot  away, 
and  not  a  rope  left  to  trim  the 
fail  with,  notwithftanding  every 
precaution  had  been  taken  :  how- 
ever, our  fire  was  fo  conflant  and 
well-direded,  that  the  enemy  did 
not  fee  our  fituation,  but  kept 
along  fide  of  us,  till  accident 
obliged  him  to  drop  aftern.  The 
Savage  was  now  aimoll  a  wreck  ; 
her  fails,  rigging,  and  yards,  fo 
much  cut,  that  it  was  with  the 
ntmoll:  difficulty  we  could  alter  our 
pofitlon  time  enough  to  avoid  being 
raked,    the    enemy    lying    diredly 


athwart  our  ftern  for  fome  minutc«. 
I'his  was  the  only  intermiflion  of 
great  guns,  hut  mufquetry  and  pif- 
tols  Hill  did  execution,  and  conti- 
nued tili  they  opened  again,  which 
was  not  till  both  fliips  were  ai- 
moll on  board  each  other,  when 
the  battle  became  moj'e  furious 
than  before.  Our  quarter-deck 
and  forecallle  were  foon  now  nearly 
cleared,  fcarce  a  man  belonging 
to  either  not  being  killed  or 
wounded,  with  three  guns  on  our 
main  deck  rendered  ufelefs.  In 
this  fituation,  we  fought  near  an 
hour,  with  only  five  fix -pounders, 
the  fire  from  each  (hip's  guns 
fcorching  the  m,en  who  oppofed 
them,  fliot  and  other  implements 
of  war  thrown  by  hand  doing  ex- 
ecution ;  when  our  mizen-maft 
being  (hot  away  by  the  board ; 
our  m.ain  maft  tottering,  with  only 
three  fnrouds  (landing  ;  the  fhip 
on  fire  dangeroully  ;  only  40  men 
on  duty  to  oppofe  the  foe,  who 
was  attempting  to  board  us  in 
three  places  ;  no  fuccour  in  fight, 
or  pofiibility  of  making  further 
refiltance  j  I  was  neccflitated,  at 
a  quarter  before  three,  P.  M.  to 
furrender  to  the  Congrefs,  a  pri- 
vate (hip  of  war,  belonging  to 
Philadelpliia,  who  carried  215 
men,  and  mounted  20  twelve- 
pounders  on  her  main-deck,  and 
four  fixes  above,  fourteen  of  which 
were  fought  on  one  fide.  She 
lod  during  the  aftion  eleven  men, 
and  had  near  thirty  wounded, 
feveral  of  them  mortally  ;  her 
malls,  her  fails,  and  rigging,  were 
fo  much  damaged,  that  (he  was 
obliged  to  return  to  port,  which 
partly  anfvvered  my  wilhes  prior 
to  the  adlion,  as  great  part  of  the 
Carolina  Trade  was  daily  expelled 

on 
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E.xtraSJ  of  a  Letter  from  Vice  Adim- 
ral  Arbuthnot,  to  Mr.  Stephens, 
/^atec/  Bedford,  ojf'  Sandy  Hook, 
jfu/y  4,  1781. 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  mention, 
in  my  letter  of  this  date,  my 
intention  of  reporting  fome  parti- 
cular circumftances  refpefting  the 
capture  of  the  Atalr.nta  ;  they  are 
communicated  in  the  incloied  pa- 
per. 

The  Atalanta,  with  a  gal'antrf 
that  does  her  captain  the  highell 
honour,  mr.intainei  the  adioa 
fome  time  after  the  Trepalicy 
ftruck,  until  flie  was  a  wreck,  ia 
which  Hate  Ihe  was  carried  to  Ha- 
lifax. 

The  behaviour  of  Lieutenant 
Samuel  Arden,  of  the  Atalanta, 
was  brilliant  beyond  exprelfiou  :  he 
loii  his  right  arm  in  the  fight,  and, 
the  ir.ftant  it  was  drell,  refumed 
his  Itation  on  deck,  where  he  re- 
mained until  file  Itruck,  notwith- 
Handing  his  weaknef*  and  lofs  of 
blood. 

I  doubt  not,  thefe  matters  will 
be  thought  entitled  to  their  lord- 
fhips  ccntideration. 

Refrrf  of  Mr.  Philip  Windfor,  late 
Mafia-  of  his  Mcjcfif  s  Siocp  the 
Trepafiey,  in  Halifax  Harbiur, 
June  11,  iySi,  1.V2, 

•  ON  Sunday  the  27th  of  May, 
17S1,  being  on  a  cruize  with  the 
Atalanta  floop,  by  order  from  the 
commanding  oiBcer  at  St.  John'i, 
Newfoundland,  in  lat.  41.  long. 
61.  W.  faw  a  fail  at  three  P.  M, 
S.  E.  dillant  4  leagues;  we  bore 
up,  and  came  within  one  league  ; 
finding  her  a  large  lliip,  f«ppo<ed 
her  a  two  decker,  and  ni~hi  com- 
ing 


on  the  coaft,  and  this  privateer  we 
faw  failed  remarkably  tall.  Three 
davs  were  employed  putting  her 
in  a  condition  to  make  fail,  and 
five  for  the  Savage,  who  was  ex- 
ceedingly fhattered.  Indeed  it  is 
allonifhing  more  damage  was  not 
done,  as  the  weather  was  fine, 
the  water  remarkably  fmooth,  and 
the  (hips  never  thirty  yards  ai'un- 
der. 

The  courage,  intrepidity,  and 
good  behaviour  of  the  officers  and 
Ihip's  company  I  had  the  honour 
to  command,  defer ve  the  highell 
commendations,  and  my  warmeti 
thanks. 

Lieutenant  Shiels  diHinguilhed 
himfelf  by  his  gallantry,  adivity, 
and  attention  ;  as  did  Mr.  Gyam 
the  gunner.  Mr.  Wightman,  the 
mafter,  fell  early  in  the  adtion,  by 
which  I  loft  the  afllllance  of  a 
good  officer.  The  inferior  offi- 
cers behaved  well  in  their  refpec- 
tive  Rations  ;  and  the  men  fought 
with  a  cool,  determined  valour, 
that  will  ever  redound  to  their 
credit.  I  cannot  conclude  without 
obferving,  that  Captain  Geddis 
and  the  officers  of  the  Congrefs, 
after  fighting  us  bravely,  treated 
us  when  prifoners  with  great  hu- 
manity. Inclofed  is  a  return  of 
the  killed  and  wounded.  I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  icz.  Sec. 

Charles  Stirling. 
His  Excsllency  Rear-Adm.  Graiies, 

A  lift  of  the  cficsrs  and  men  killed 
and  'Vjoundtd  on  bmrd  his  majejlf  s 
fluop  Swvage,  Sept.  6,  1781. 

Killed,  mafter  and  7  fcamen  : 
wounded,  captiiln,  lieutenant, 
<5  midUiipmen,  i\  feamcn  ;  to- 
tal  34. 

C  H  A  R.  L  E »  Stirling. 
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ing  on  we  hauled  our  wind,  and 
failed  in  fight  of  her  all  night. 
About  twelve  at  noon  the  next 
day,  it  being  almoit  calm,  and 
the  llrange  fhip  about  half  a  mile 
to  leeward,  ihe  hoilled  Rebel  co- 
loui-s,  and  gave  the  Atalanta  ajid 
us  a  broadfide,  we  being  then  very 
nigh  to  each  other  ;  we  then  bore 
Hp  clofe  alongfide  of  her,  the  Ata- 
lanta on  the  llarboard,  and  the 
Trepaffey  on  the  larboard  quarter, 
and  began  to  engage.  x-lbout 
an  hour  after  the  adtion  began. 
Captain  Smith,  of  the  Tre- 
paffey, was  killed  ;  upon  which  I 
lent  to  Lieutenant  King  to  ac- 
quaint him  thereof,  in  order  to 
his  refuming  the  command,  and 
engaged  the  enemy  in  the  fame 
pofition  for  two  hours  and  an  half 
longer,  and  at  ialt  Itruck  the  co- 
lours, in  obedience  to  the  orders 
he  fent  me  by  Mr.  Samue-1  Fitts, 
a  midfhipman  of  the  fhip  :  we  loft 
£ve  feamen  killed  and  ten  wound- 
ed in  the  action,  which  ended  at 
half  pafl  three  P.  M.  The  Ata- 
lanta continued  to  engage  fome 
time,  and  then  ftruck  alio. 

The  rebel  frigate  proved  to  be 
the  Alliance. 

Captain  Edwards  of  the  Atalan- 
ta, and  his  lieutenant,  and  alfo 
Lieutenant  King  of  the  Trepaifey, 
are  carried  avv-ay  as  prifoners,  and 
myfelf  was  left  in  charge  of  the 
tVkO  fliips  companies  put  on  board 
of  the  Trepaffey  by  Mr.  Berry, 
Captain  of  the  Alliance,  who  (or 
that  purpofe  difabled  and  turned 
the  Trepaffey  into  a  cartel  brig  j 
and   have    brought    her    in    here. 


with  dirct^ions  to  fend  the  cartel  to 
Bollon,  as  Rebel  property. 

Being  thus  left  in  charge  of  thefe 
people,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  ac- 
quaint you  thereof,  as  command- 
ing officer,  requeuing  to  be  dif- 
pofed  of  in  fuch  manner  as  you 
ftiall  direft  ;  and  being  ready  to 
anfwer  to  any  court  -  martial  for 
my  Ihare  and  proportion  in  the 
defence  and  lofs  of  his  majefty's 
faid  Hoop. 

(Signed) 
Philip  Windsor,  Mailer 
of  the  Trepaffey. 

N.  B.  The  Atalanta  floop  had 
16  guns  and  125  men:  the  Tre- 
paffey lloop  14  guns  and  80  men. 


ExtraSl  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Geo. 
Germain,  to  the  Commijftoners  ap- 
pointed to  refore  Peace  to  Ameri- 
ca, dated  Whitehall,  March  7, 
1781*. 

HAVE  received  your  dif- 
patches  of  the  2d  of  January, 
together  with  the  letter  from  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  of  the  2 ill  of  the 
lame  month,  and  have  had  the 
honour  to  lay  them  before  his  ma- 
jelly.  The  proclamation  of  29th 
December,  which  came  inclofed 
with  your  difpatches,  will,  I  hope, 
produce  thole  good  effeds  which, 
you  expect  from  it,  and  which,  by 
its  being  io  well-timed,  gives 
every  reafon  to  hope  for.  It  will 
be  a  great  fatisfaftion  to  me  to 
prefent  the  king  with  an  addrefs 
from  any  one  of  the  revolted  pro- 
vinces,   begging   your  interceffion 


*  This  letter,  and  the  one  foilo\vin<r,  were  taken  by  the  French  in  the 
packet  for  North  America,  and  were  ufterwurds  pubiilhed  in  the  Amlbrdam 
Gazette. 

for 
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for  pardon,  and  its  being  reftored  fion  to  monarchy,  it  may  be  in 
to  the  privilege  of  Britifh  fub-  your  power  to  prevent  the  commil- 
jefls.  The  narrow  limits  within  lioners  making  any  conceiTion  that 
which  you  have  circumfcribed  may  tend  to  keep  up  thole  princi- 
your  exceptions,  and  the  gene-  pies  amongft  the  inhabitants,  and 
rality  of  alTurances  given  by  you  to  fee  that  no  alteration  be  made 
of  re-eftablilhing  the  former  con-  in  their  conftitutions,  as  it  is  in- 
ftitutions,  were,  I  doubt  not,  very  tended  to  ertablilh  amono^fl  them 
judicious,  necefiary,  and  conve-  diftindions  of  rank,  and  new  mo- 
nient  :  but  as  there  are  many  del  their  government,  by  that  of 
things  in  the  conlVttution  of  fome  Great  Britain.  This  method  would 
of  thofe  colonies,  and  indeed  in  certainly  be  ntore  advantageous  to 
all  of  them,  in  which  the  people  the  people,  as  it  would  bind  them 
wifhed  to  fee  fome  alterations  ;  more  firmly  to  this  country,  and 
and  there  being  others,  which  it  be  the  means  of  preventing  Cala- 
is the  common  intereft  of  both  mities  fimilar  to  thofe  they  now 
countries  to  change,  you  muft  be  experience." 
very  careful  left  either  your  ac- 
tions     or      proclamation'^      fhould  ~ 

preclude   a   thorough     inveftigation  Copy    of  a   Letter    ivnttgn    h  Mr. 

of   thde   objefts,    or    prevent    the  Meyrick /<;  GVw;-^/ Arnold. 
poflibility  of  introducing,  in    their 

conftitution,     fuch     alterations     as  r-ip  H  E  following  copy  of  a  let- 

the  people  may  chufe  to  grant  ©r  J[      rer,    written    by    Mr.  Mey- 

lolicit.-'  ric'^j^    one   of  the   army   agents  in 

London,  to    General    Arnold,    wa* 

Extraa  of  a  Letter  from  Wm^m  f^""^    ^"  .^'^^    packet,  which    was 

Knox,     Efq-     Secretary    to    Lord  '"tercepted  m  its  pafTage  to  New- 

Geo.  Germain,  to  James    Simp-  ' 

fon,      Efq-,      dated      Whitehall,  „    ,. 

March -],    1781.'  t  arliament-Jlreet,  iothJan.\-]'i\. 

"SIR, 

"  f-jOPE  you  will  be  as  good  <'  I    have    received    the    honour 

as    your    word,    and    write  of  your  dirtercjit   letters,  inclofmg 

to  me  as  foon    as    you    can    reach  bills  of  exchange  upon  HarJey  and 

New  -  York.      When    I     confider,  Drummond,  (b.inkers  to  the  court) 

from    the    deplorable  condition    of  to   the  amount  of  5,000!.  ilerlinr, 

the     rebellious     forces,     and     our  of  the    receipt   of    which   I   regu- 

great    fuperiarity,    that    the    inha-  larly   gave     you    notice.     On    the 

bitants  of   the    revolted    provinces  day   they    were  pr.id,  I  placed  the 

will^  probably    folicit    for    a    nego-  fum    in    the    funds    in    compliance 

ciation,    and     perhaps  fuch   a    re-  with   your   intimation  ;  and  as   the 

queft   may  come  from  Congrefs   it-  time  was  extremelv   favourable,    I 

fclf,    I  wilh    you    to    be    prefent  ;  flatter     myfeif  ■  with    the    pleafurc 

for_    knowing     your     perfeft     ac-  of  meeting   your   aporobation,  and 

quaintance     with     the    difpofitions  that  vou  vvil!   be  pleafcd  with   the 

of    the    inhabitants    to    republicai*  manner   io  waiA  J   have   difpoled 

principles,    and    their   niter    aver-  ofit. 
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As  it  is  probable  that  fome  or- 
ders may  arrive  from  you,  direct- 
ing the  difpofal  of  your  money  in 
fome  different  way  from  that  in 
which  I  have  employed  it,  I 
thought  it  beft  not  to  (hut  up  en- 
tirely, as  a  long  time  might  elapfe 
before  I  received  from  you  the  ne- 
cefTary  powers  for  transferring  the 
capital,  in  cafe  I  had  purchafed 
the  flock  in  your  name ;  mean 
while  the  dividends  could  not  have 
been  received  for  your  ufe. — The 
method  1  have  adopted  is  common- 
ly praftifed  in  fimilar  cafes,  and  I 
can  immediately  alter  it  in  what- 
ever manner  you  think  proper,  as 
foon  as  ybu  will  do  me  the  honour 
to  give  me  notice  of  your  fenti- 
ments  by  a  letter.  The  account 
is  as  follows  : 

Bought  by  Meflrs.  Samuel  and 
William  Scholey,  Stock-Brokers, 
•  for  Major-General  Arnold,  7,000!. 
ilerling  in  the  new  annuities,  at 
72 1  per  cent,  in  the  manner  fol- 
lowing : 


Under  the  name  of 
Major-Gen.  Bene- 
did  Arnold,  lool. 
fterling  ftock,  at 
72^  per  cent,  in 
the  new  confolidated 
annuities,  at  4  per 
cent,  and  6,900 1. 
fterling  in  the  fame 
fund,  under  the 
name  of  James 
Meyrick,  Efq; 

Commilfion  to  the 
Brokers 

Letter  of  attorney  for 
receiving  the  divi- 
dends 


L- 


d. 


4,^9^7 


10  o 


8  I 


I'  4'99^    6  6 


There  then  remains  of  the 
5,000 1.  three  pounds  thirteen  fl\il» 
lings  and  fix-pence. 

Thus  by   this   method,  if  I  re- 
ceive any  inilruclions  from  you  for 
employing  your  money  in  a  differ- 
ent   manner,    I    can    fell    out    the 
6,9001.    and  difpo'e   of  your   mo- 
ney   agreeable    to    your    direftions 
before  this  letter  reaches  you  ;  and 
if  it  is  your  wifh  that  it  Ihould  re-^ 
main  in   the  funds,  it  can  be  plac- 
ed under  your  name,  by  my  tranf- 
ferring  the  6,9001.  and  joining  ic 
to  your   lool.     The  realon  of  my 
purchafing  the   latter  fum  in  your 
name   was,    that   you    might   have 
an    account  open.     The    letter   of 
attorney,    here    enclofed,     enables 
me  alfo  to    receive  the    dividends 
for  the  whole  7,0021.  after  I   have 
transferred,  if  it  is  your  wifh  that 
I  fhould  do  it.     I  hope  that  J  have 
now    explained    every    thing    fuf- 
ficiently,    and  I  can  affare  you,  I 
have    acted    with    greater    care    in 
this  tranfaftion  than  if  it  had  been 
for  myfelf. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient 

and  moil  humble  fervant, 

James  Meyrick." 


TH  E  following  letter  from 
his  Excellency  Gen.  Wafh- 
ington  was  intercepted  with  many 
others,  and  pubiiflied  in  the  New- 
York  Gazette  for  April  4th,  178 1. 

General    Wafhington,    on   Public 
Ser-vice  ; 

To  the  Honourable  Benjamin  Har- 
rifon,  £/y;  ^-peaker  of  the  Hotife 
of  Delegates,  Richmond,  Virgi- 
nia. 

Head 
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Head  garters,  Nj~m  JVlnJ/or, 
March  27,  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

Oa  my  return  from  Newport, 
I  found  your  favour  of  che  i6:h 
of  February,  with  its  inclofures, 
at  Head  Quarters.  I  exceed- 
ingly regret  that  I  could  not 
have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you, 
not  only  from  perfonal  motives, 
but  becaufe  I  could  have  entered 
upon  the  fubjed  of  your  miffion, 
in  a  much  more  free  and  full  man- 
ner than  is  proper  to  be  committed 
to  paper. 

I  very  early  faw  the  difficulties 
and  dangers  to  which  the  fouthern 
ilates    would    be    expofed    for    re- 
fources    of   cloathing,    arms,    and 
ammunition,      and     recommended 
magazines    to    be    eftablifhed,    ?.s 
ample  as  their  circumftances  would 
admit.     It  is  true,  they  are  net  fo 
full  of  men  a?  the  norihern  ftatcs  ; 
but  they  ought  for  that  reafon  to 
have  been  more  afiiduous  in   raif- 
ing   a    permanent   force,    to   have 
been   always    ready,   becat^re   they 
cannot  draw  a  head  of  men  toge- 
ther, as  fuddenly  as  their  exigen- 
cies   may    require.      That    poiicy 
\?A    unhappily    not    been    purfi}<;d 
either  here  or  there,    and    we   are 
now  fufFering  from  the  remnant  of 
a    Britifh    army    what   they    could 
not,   in   the   beginning,  accomplifh 
with    their    forces    at    the    higheft. 
As  your  rcquifitions   go    to    men, 
arms,   ammunition   and   cloathing, 
I  (hall   give   you   a  Oiort   detail  of 
our  fituation  aud  p»-ofpc(5ts,  as  to 
the    firfl,  and   of  our  lupplics   and 
cxpeclations  as  to  the  three  laft. 

Men.     By  the  expiration  of  the 
times  of  fervice  of  the  old  troops 
by  the  difcharge  of  the   levies  en- 
gaged for  the  campaign  or.lv — and 
Vol.  XXIV. 


by  the  unfortunate  diiTolution  of 
the  Pennfylvanian  line,  I  was  leit, 
previous  to  the  march  of  the  de- 
tachment under  the  command  of 
the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  with 
a  garrifon  barely  fuflicient  for  the 
fecurity  of  Weil  Point — and  two 
regiments  in  Jerfey  to  fupport  the 
communication  between  the  Dela- 
ware and  North  River.  The  York 
troops  I  had  been  obliged  to  fend 
up  for  the  fecurity  of  the  frontiers 
of  that  ftate.  Weak  however  as 
we  were,  I  determined  to  attempt 
the  diilodgment  of  Arnold  in  con- 
junflion  with  the  French  fleet  and 
army,  and  made  the  detachment 
to  which  I  have  alluded. 

In  my  late  tour  to  the  eaftward, 
I    found    the    accounts    I    had   re- 
ceived of  the  progrefs  of  recruiting 
in  thofe  ftates,   had  been  much  ex- 
aggerated— and  I  fear  we  fha!l,  in 
the  end,  be  obliged   again  to  take 
a  great  proportion  of  their  quotas 
in    levies    for   the    campaign,   in- 
ftead  of  foldiers  for  three  years,  or 
for   the    war.      1  he    regiments  of 
New- York    having    been    reduced 
to  two,  they  have  but  few  men  to 
raife.     jeriey    depends   upon    vo- 
luntary   enlillments    upon    a    con- 
tracted    bounty,     and     I     cannot 
therefore     promife     rnyfelf     much 
fucccfs     from      the     mode.      The 
Pcnnfvlvania  line  you  know   is  or- 
dered   to    compofe     part     of    the 
fouthern    army.       General  Wayne 
is   fo   fanguine    as    to   iuppofe    he 
will  foon   be  able  to  move  on  with 
loco  or  1200  men,  but  1  fancy  he 
rather  over-rates  the  matter. 

You  will  readily  perceive,  from 
the  foregoing  lUte,  that  there  is 
little  probability  of  adding  to  the 
force  already  ordered  to  the  fouth- 
ward.      For    Ihould    the    battalions 


from    New 


Hamplhirc    to 


New- 

Jcrfey 
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Jerfey  inclufive  be  compleated  (a  the  dcfeafive  plan  be  determined 
thing  not  to  be  expedled)  we  upon,  what  ammunition  can  be 
fnall,  after  the  nectllary  detach-  fpared  will  be  undoubtedly  fent 
mencs  for  the  frontiers  and  other  to  the  fouthward. 
piirpoi'es  are  made,  have  an  army  Qloathing.  Of  cloathing  we  arc 
barely  fufficient  to  keep  the  enemy  in  a  manner  exhaufted.  We  have 
in  check  in  New- York.  Except  not  enough  for  the  few  recruits 
this  is  done,  they  will  have  no-  which  may  be  expefled,  and  ex- 
thing  to  hinder  them  from  throw-  cept  that  which  has  been  fo  long 
ins  further  reinforcements    to    the  looked    for    and    talked    of    from 


fouthward ;  and  to  be  obliged  to 
follow  by  land  every  detachment 
of  their  army,  which  they  always 
make  by  fea,  will  only  end  in  a 
fraitlefs  diffipation  of  what  may 
now  be  called  the  northern  army. 


France  fhould  arrive,  the  troops 
mull  next  winter  go  naked,  un- 
lefs  their  ftates  can  fupply  them. 

From  the  foregoing  reprefenta- 
tion,  you  will  perceive  that  the 
proportion  of  the  continental  army, 


You  may  be   ailured  that  the  moft  already  allotted    to    fouthern   fer- 

powerful    divcrtion    that     can    be  vice,    is  as  much  as,  from  prefent 

made    in   favour   of    the    fouthern  appearances,    can    be    fpared    for 

ilates,  will  be   a  refpedable    force  that  purpofe,  and  that  a  fupply  of 

in    the     neighbourhood    of    New-  arms,    ammunition,     or    cloathing 

York.     I  have  hitherto  been  fpeak-  of  any  confequence    muft  depend, 

ing  of  our  own  refources.     Should  in  a  great   meafure,    upon    future 

a  reinforcement  arrive  to  the  French  purchafes  or  importation, 
fieet  and  army,   the  face  of  matters         Nothing    which    is    within    the 


may  be  entirely  changed 

Arms.  I  do  not  find  that  we 
can,  at  any  rate,  have  more  than 
zcoo  ftand  of  arms  to  fpare,  per 


compafs  of  my  power  (hall  be 
wanting  to  give  fupport  to  the 
fouthern  ftates;  but  you  may  rea- 
dily conceive  how  irkfome  a  thing 


haps  not  fo  many  ;  for  ihould  the     it  muft  be  to  me  to  be  called  upon 

battalions    which    are    to  compofe     "         "^  ' 

this  army   be  compleat,  or  nearly 

{c,  they  will  take  all  that  are  in 

repair    or    repairable.     The  2cco 

ftand  came    in    the  Alliance    from 

France,  and  1  kept  them  apart  for 

an  exigency 


for  aCiilance,  when  1  have  not  th« 
means  of  affording  it. 

I  am,  with  the  greateft  regard, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient 

and  humble  fervant, 
G.  Washington^ 


ATmnimilion.     Our   ftock  of  am-     Hon.  Benj.  Harrifon,  £/^; 
munition,     though    competent     to 
the  defenlive,    is,  by    a  late   efti- 

mate  of  the  commanding  oihcer  of     — 

artillery,  vaftiy  fnort  of  an  offen- 
five  operation  of  any  conlequence. 
Should  circumflances  put  it  in  our 
power  to  attempt  fuch  an  one,  uc 
muft  depend  upon  the  private  mag- 
az'.nesofthe  flates,  and  upon  our 
allies.— On    the    contrary,  fhould 


H  E  following  letter  from 
Mr.  Adams,  ambaffador 
from  the  American  Congrefs  at 
Amfterdam,  to  Thomas  Cufhing, 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  MafTa- 
chufets,  was  found    on  board  the 

prize 
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prize  Brigantine  Cabot,  and    car- 
ried into  St.  Chriftopher's. 

Amjlerda7n,  Dec.  15,  1 7 So. 
Dear  Gushing, 

T  writ  to  you  on  the  2d  inftant 
by  way  of  France,  under  cover,  to 
Congrcfs  ;  but  our  friend  Heart- 
well,  who  delivered  me  your  dif- 
patches,  going  out  by  way  of  St. 
Eulbtia,  may  get  this  letter  to  you 
fooner  than  the  other.  You  will 
have  heard  of  the  unfortunate 
capture  of  poor  Laurens,  with  his 
papers,  and  the  Britifh  amba/Ta- 
dor's  memorial  to  the  States  Ge- 
neral in  confequence  thereof. 
What  it  may  produce  is  yet  doubt- 
ful, though  the  general  opinion 
here  is,  that  it  will  be  nothing 
alarming.  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  has 
prefented  a  fecond  memorial,  but 
you  may  depend  upon  it  the  llates 
will  not  be  bullied  into  any  thing. 
It  is  thought  that  England  wiil 
not  at  this  conjunsflure  widen  the 
breach  with  tne  K.epublic ;  bat, 
even  if  they  fhould,  it  will  do  us 
no  harm  fcr  them  to  have  more  ene- 
mies to  contend  with.  A  rafli  ftep 
taken  by  them  at  this  time,  when 
all  the  powers  of  Europe  are  jealous 
of  them,  and  favourably  inclined 
to  American  independence,  may 
prove  their  entire  ruin.  Our  in- 
dependence is  conliiiered  h^re  as 
ellablilhed.  The  Emprefs  of  Ruf- 
fia  has  already,  in  effeiJt,  taken  a 
decided  part  in  cur  favour,  and 
other  European  nations  are  well 
inclined  to  fupport  our  caufc. 

In  tills  city  we  have  many  pow- 
erful friends,  who,  as  well  as  all 
Europe,  difdain  the  pride  of  the 
BriiiOi  minillry,  which  is  not  lefs 
conlpicuous  in  the  memorials  pre- 
fented to  their  High  Mightincfles, 


than  it  was  in  the  anfwer  return- 
ed to  the  petition  of  Congref*. 
Pride,  indeed,  feems  to  be  ende- 
mial  to  that  nation  ;  but  I  think 
it  wont  be  long  before  we  fee  its 
downfall. 

I  protell  I  fee  no  ground  for 
your  gloomy  apprehenfions.  Yon 
talk  of  the  difhculty  of  recruiting 
the  army,  the  depreciation  of 
Congrefs  notes,  the  complaints  of 
public  creditors,  and  the  flood  of 
counterfeit  money  among  you, 
&c.  Thefe  doubts  and  fears  are 
really  provoking,  and  the  fourcc 
of  them  only  in  your  own  irrcfo- 
lute  breaft.  Can  you  exped  to 
gain  your  point,  or  accomplirii 
any  thing  great,  without  the  com- 
mon incidents  of  war  ?  Compare 
yourfelves  v/ith  other  countries, 
and  fee  their  exertions  for  thing* 
of  much  lefs  moment.  England, 
for  example,  at  the  beginning  of 
this  war,  was  a  hundicd  and  thir- 
ty millions  in  debt,  and  yet  the 
Britifh  minillry,  merely  to  gratify 
their  pride,  involved  their  coun- 
try in  an  expence  of  twenty  mil- 
lions per  ann.  more. 

This  cauies  a  depreciation  rf 
their  money,  and  complaints  a- 
mong  their  creditors,  who  havr 
quite  as  much  reaion  as  yours, 
mod  of  them  having  already  funk 
forty  per  cent,  of  their  capital. 
Shall  we  then,  who  have  our  all 
at  ilake,  talk  of  burthen*,  and 
the  perplexities  of  a  p^iper  me- 
dium. 

Different  nations  have  diucrent 
modes  of  railing  money  for  the 
public  expenditure,  which  is  ufual- 
ly  done  accordirig  to  the  genius  of 
the  people,  and  the  form  of  their 
government..  Moll  of  thofe  in 
Europe  h:ive  occafiohally  been 
driven  to  the  ufe  of  pr.oer  moiiev. 
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or  making  public  fccurities  fcrve 
the  purpofes  of  ;i  medium  m  tra.de  ; 
and  the  Englifh  have  gone  more 
exrenfively  into  this  expedient 
than  other  nations  ;  but  I  believe 
none  have  ever  made  ufe  of  it  with 
Ids  inconvenience,  or  given  their 
creditors  lefs  caufe  of  complaint 
than  the  Hates  of  America  have 
done  heretofore.  Uut  when  almol!: 
every  public  department  among 
you  is  filled,  as  J  am  informed, 
with  men  of  rapacious  principles, 
who  facriiice  the  common  weal  to 
their  private  emolument,  who  en- 
courage gambling,  voluptuouf- 
nefs,  and  every  vice,  what  good 
can  be  expelled  from  the  vvifell 
inllitutions  ?  I  vvilh  thefe  good 
gentlemen,  whom  you  mention, 
would  exert  themfelves  in  their 
leveral  profefl'ons  to  flop  thofe 
growing  enormities  which  are  the 
fource  of  all  the  calamities  of  the 
country,  and  which  fooner  or  later, 
if  not  ilopt,  mull  end  in  its  de- 
Itrudion. 

Our  money  matters  are  in  a 
^ood  way,  which  I  writ  to  you 
fully  upon  in  my  lafl:.  You  mult 
have  patience  till  they  can  be  ac- 
complilhed,  and  in  the  mean  time 
do  the  belt  you  can.  Many  here, 
who  know  the  country,  laugh  at 
your  complainls,  and  fay  that  a 
few  duties  and  excifes,  judlcioiifly 
laid  throughout  the  continent, 
would  pay  the  whole  army  e::- 
pences  vv-ithout  being  felt.  I  ad- 
vife  to  rellraining  the  confumption 
of  foreign  fuperfluities,  and  in- 
troducing fumptuiiry  laws  ;  though 
it  may  be  policy,  for  the  encou- 
ragement of  foldiers,  to  indulge 
them  in  a  livery  a^  fplendid  as 
may  be  convenient. 

1  am  forry  to  fee  you  fo  an- 
xious fi>r  £n  accoir.modatlon,  Axid 
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wilh  you  had  Ihcwn  how  it  could 
be  done.  Are  you  aware  of  the 
revolutions  that  will  unavoidably 
take  place  ?  New  arrangcmenli 
made,  and  the  Hates  new  model- 
led, the  better  to  ferve  the  pur- 
poles  of  defpotifm  ;  the  captors 
of  Britifh  property  obliged  to  dif- 
gorge  ;  a  debt  of  four  million* 
llerling  to  be  paid  the  Britilh  mer- 
chants to  fettle  old  fcores ;  your 
fifliery  retrained  and  put  under 
new  regulations  ;  forfeited  eftates 
returned  to  their  former  owners  ;  a 
door  opened  for  innumerable  law 
fuits  for  illegal  payments  ;  the 
property  of  the  whole  continent 
fet  afloat  ;  and,  after  all,  arc  you 
fure  our  great  ally  would  conlent 
to  it  ?  in  truth,  I  can  fee  nothing 
fliort  of  independence  that  can 
fettle  it,  without  the  remedy  being 
more  fatal  than  the  difeafe. 

It  is  true,  I  believe,  what  yoa 
fuggefl,  that  Lord  North  Ihewed 
a  difpofition  to  give  up  the  con- 
t^il,  I'Ut  nx-'as  Ji'verled  from  it,  not 
ujiUk^lji  by  the  rcprejentaticn  of  the 
Americans  in  London,  'who,  in  cou- 
junSiion  nuilb  their  coadjutors  in 
America,  ha've  been  thorns  to  us  in' 
deed  on  both  ftdes  the  nualer  ;  but  I 
think  their  career  might  ha-ve  been 
J} opt  on  your  fide,  if  the  executi've 
ojjiccrs  had  not  been  too  timid  in  a 
point  ivhich  I  fo  frenuoufy  recom  • 
mended  at  firji,  natnely,  to  fine,  im- 
prijon,  and  hang  all  inimical  to  the 
cauf,  ivithout  farceur  or  aff'eiiion. 
I  fcrefaiv  the  e^vil  that  v:ould  arifa 
from  that  quarter,  and  ivifl^cd  ta 
ha've  timely  J} opt  it.  1  vjw.ld have 
hanged  m^  oivn  brother  if  he  had 
took  a  part  rxith  our  enetny  in  thii 
conteft. 

1  believe  there  never  was  an  in- 

llance    of    fuch   delufion    as    thole 

people  are  under  to  facrifice  their 

country. 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLli.      [i^t 

•,    which    would    be    money 


country,  their  intereft,  and  their 
belt  connections  to  fide  with  a 
people  who  neither  reward  or  thank 
them  ;  and  I  have  good  anthority 
to  lay,  that  a  great  proportion  of 
them  have  nothing  to  live  upon 
but  their  loyalty.  One  would  think 
that  this  alone,  if  it  was  known 
and  believed,  would  be  enough  to 
prevent  others  from  falling  into 
the  fame  fuare^  Hcai/ive//,  ivbo 
has  bicn  feme  time  incognito  in  Lcn- 
doHt  ifjill  gi'^e  you  much  iijeful  in- 
formation ;  he  will  tell  you  ttie  talk 
we   iiavs  iiad  about   a   fiipeiid    for 


well    laid  out.      1  ho'e    A'ho   exert 

themfelves  fo    much    in    our    caufa 

ought  to    be   rewiirded,  as  we  arc 

moll  eiTcntially  ferved    by  it  ;   but 

proiound  fecrecy  mult  be  cbfcrved. 

1   iTiill    write    V)    the   governor, 

wherein   I    Ihali   be    more  explicit 

upon    fome    matters  which   1   have 

writ  to  Ccngrci's   upon,   and  which 

he     probably     will     conimunicaie. 

which  makes  it  unneceiTu-y  to  add 

any  more  to  you  a:  pitfenc. 

I  am  your  afFcdUcnate  friend,  kz. 

( Copy)  j  0  H  A   A  I)  .A  •} » . 


{^ 


T{,« 
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Tfee  following  authentic  Extrafls  from  the  Corn-Regifter,  are  taken 
from  Accounts  collcdcd  from  the  Cuilom-Houfe  Books,  and  delivdred 
to  Mr.  John  James  Catherwood,  by  Authority  of  Parliament. 

An  Account  of  the  ^^antities  of  all  Corn  and  Grain  exported  frojn,  and 
imported  into,  England  ^«^  Scotland,  vjith  the  Bounties  and  Dranvbackt 
paid,  and  the  Duties  recei-ved  therecn,  for  one  Tear  ended  the  ^th  of 
January  1782. 

E     X 


I-781. 
ENGLAND. 

Wheat     -      -      .     -     . 
Wheat  Meal  and  Flour 
Rye 

Barley     -     -      -      -     • 
Malt      -      -     -      -      . 
Oats      -      -      -     -      . 
Oatmeal      _       -     _ 
Beans     -     -      -      - 
Peafe     -     -      -      - 

SCOTLAND. 
Wheat      -     -     -   -  - 
Wheat  Flour 
Barley  and  Bear 
Barley  Meal      -      -      ■ 
Barley  hulled 
Malt      -      -      -      -- 
Oats      -      -      -      - 
Oatmeal     -       _      _ 
Peafe  and  Beans 


Bifcuit 


FOR 

TED 

British 

Foreign 

Quarters. 

Quarters. 

2,294 
•86,045 

3'536 

2,550 
21,711 

150 

Nil 

107,928 

Nil         > 

7,992 
8,563 

18,215 
116 

15,2+8 

430 

2,026 

290J 

82   '\ 

9'336 
15.5^^ 

199. 

82 

5,040    > 

1,171 

5,660 

550 

cwt.    qr.  lb. 

6,383:1:— J 

1 

I     M 


1781. 

ENGLAND. 

Wheat      -     -     -  - 
Wheat  Flour     - 

Rye      -       -      -  - 

Barley       .     -     -  - 

Oats     -      -       -  - 

Oatmeal     -      -  -i 

Beans     -     -       -  - 

Peafe     -      -      -  - 

SCOTLAND. 
Wheat  Flour     - 

Oats     -      -       -  - 

bifcuit      -      .     -     - 


P     O    R 

Quarters. 


143.772 

15,924 

10,743 

56 

55'5^2 

367 

3.214 
14,508 

99 

53.576 


cv.t. 

43 


lb. 

27' 


Bounties  and 
Drawbacks  paid. 


26,617 
46 


d, 

io|Bo. 
2  Dr. 


5^-3 


ro 


Bo. 


^    E    D. 

Duties 
received. 


d. 


i'^7S     4    9 


447     6     3I 
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The  following  is  an  account  of  the  average  prices  of  corn  in  England 
and  Wales,  by  the  ftandard  Wincheller  bufhel,  for  the  year  ijSt. 


Wheat 

Rye 

Barley 

Oats 

Beans 

s.      d. 

s.     d. 

/.  d. 

s.      d. 

J.     d. 

5  7 

3  4i- 

2     i| 

I   8| 

2   io| 

N-  B.     The  prices  of  the   fineft  and  coarfeil  forts  of  grain    generally 
exceed  and  reduce  the  average  price  as  follows,  viz. 

Wheat     Rye     Barley     Oats     Beans. 
Perbufhel,    6d.         3d.         3d.        3d.        6d. 


Navy  Office,  Jan.  23,  17a  i. 
jIn  Account  of  all  the   Men   raij$d  for  his  Majejly^s  Navy,   Marines  in- 
cluded, from    the   2()th  of  September,  IJJ^t  to   the   29/^   of  September, 
1780,  dijlinguijhing  each  Tear. 


Frtm  29th  September 


To  September    — 


Tears. 

1774 

»775 
1776 

1777 
1778 
1779 
1780 


No.  raifed. 

345 

4734 
21564 

37458 
41847 

41832 

282:0 


175990 
Navy  Office,  Jan.  23,  1781. 
jfn  JccBunt  of  all  the  Number  of  the  Men  nubo  have  died  in  aSual  Service 
in  his  Majejiy^s  Navy  Jince  the  firft  day  of  January,  1776,  difinguijh- 
ing  (as  far  as  may  be)  thofe  vuho  have  been  killed  by  the  enemy  ;  and 
tilfo  of  the  Number  of  fuch  Men  as  have  deferted  the  faid  Service  in  the 
fame  Period,  as  far  as  the  fever  al  Accounts  can  be  made  up,  dijlinguijhing 
each  Tear. 


Tears. 
1776 

»777 
1778 
1779 
1780 


Total 


>^t^ 

i:>5 

"S 

•^<^ 

5  s 

^ 

.0  >s 

^^ 

1679 

105 

1784 

5321 

3247 

40 

3287 

7685 

4801 

254 

5°55 

9919 

4726 

551 

5277 

11541 

4092 

293 

43«5 

7603 

1854s 

1343 

[^]4 

19788 

42069 

S(At« 


i64]       ANNUAL     REGISTER,  1781. 

IVar  Oj^ce,  z^d  January,  1 781. 
State  of  his  majefly's   Britifh  regular  land  torces,  officers  included,  in 
North  America  and  the  VVcil-lndies,   as  they  were  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1779. 


"^ 


:s 


fc^.i 


<5 


feo 


N.  Amer. 


5QI  83  1402  r-;o77  19153  364^ 
114  31  ^30  30C9  33?5  831 


134  26 

276  66 


Under  Sir  Heiirv  Clinton,  by  monthly 

return  of  Dec.  i,  177*}  — 

Umler  Gen.  HaUiinnand,   by  monthly 

retufn  of  Dec.  i,  1779  — 

Under  the    Convention,   by   monthly 
^      return  of  Auguft  I,  1779         — 
W.Indies. '  By  monthly  return  of  Dec.  i,  1779 

War  Office,  January  zi^d,  \-]%\. 
Account  of  the  men  loft  and  difabled  in  his  m;ijefty's  Britifli  land  forces, 
including  two   battalions    of    marines    ferving   on    fhore,    by    death, 
captivity,  defert  on,  wounds  or  ficknefs,   in  North  America  and  the 
Weft-Indies,  from  Nov.  lit,  »774>  to  the  date  of  the  laft  return. 
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6076 


1646  2531 
7130  4238 


1774 
1775 

1776 

1777 

177S 

1779 
1780 


North  Amer'.ca,  nqJer  Generals  Ga je  and  Haldimand, 

Weft- Indies  — — -  

N.  Amerca,underGea'.  Haldimand,Gage,  .indHovve, 

Wefl-lndies  ■ ■ 

-T    A  ^  under  Sir  William  Hoive  — — 

IS.  America,  <        y      c-    r-       r^    ^ 

'   J,  under  Sir  Guy  Cddeton  • 

Weft-Indies  

r  under  Sir  William  Howe         

N.  America,  <  under  Sir  Guy  Carleton  ■     . 

(_  under  Gener.il  Bargoyne          — — 
Weft-Indies  — —  

r  under  Sir  William  Howe  — ^ 

N-Ameiica,  <  under  Sir  Guy  Carleton  — 

[^  under  the  Convention  of  Saratoga  |, 
Wcft-Ipdies  —-7-  

r  under  Sir  Henry  Clinton  — 

N.  An>erica,  X  unil.er  General  Haidimand  — 

(^  under  the  Convention         —         — 
Weft-It^dies — r-  r— 

f  under  Sir  Henry  Clinton  — 

N.  America,  <  under  General  Haidimand  — 

(_  under  the  Convention         —         -^ 
\Veft-Ind:es         — ?-r^  — r«  -— 


K)  b; 

Q 

c^ 

,   30   OPO 

47 

j6 

39   000 

4 

20 

781   oco 

"5 

249 

I ;  I   000 

48 

148 

869   744 

192 

619 

100         48 

68 

36 

86   000 

80 

3S 

12C2   1274 

28z 

490 

Si   i6z 

20 

29 

%  2-0  X  4S4 

487 

5 

303   coo 

105 

40 

I3II   641 

62S 

12^1 

117  146 

3' 

87 

61  +  381 

546 

83 

236   000 

1 04 

71 
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1054   00c, 

122 

34 

No  return. 

58   >66 

3S 

30 

3   i';6 

172 

000 

2-336   000 

14=; 

T78 

Embarka- 

*  The  War  Office  have  not  the  means  of  afcertair^ng  the  number  of  m?n  loft  by  cap- 
Uv:^y,  haviriS  no2(fcpunC  of  what  the  whole  number  of  prifoncrs  taken  in  any  one  year 

may 
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War  Office,  January  2-^cf,    1 78 1. 
Embarkation  returns  of  all  the  Britifh  corps  and  recruits,  which  have  beeji 
fent  from    Great  Britain    or  Ireland,    to    any  part    of    North  America    or 
the  Well  Indies,  in   1778,   1779,   1780. 

Non  omirif.  Of.  2  "t"  ^ 

Comrrif.  Of  ens.  SLiff  Ofiais.   feci,,  ch-.&  ffiS. 

r-z, — ^"~:; — 7> 
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8 
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00 
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00     CO     00     1645     1645 


Total     8  13  25  125  231   139     I   19  19  19  19  663  787  43;  1S374  208S2      20iSi 

jnay  be,  or  of  the  prifoners  that  may  liave  been  ejcchangeJ  in  the  courfe  of  it.  They 
only  know  what  the  number  of  piifoners  are  at  the  time  that  th*  return  is  made. 

§  Tlie  monthly  retuius  not  afligniug  the  reafons  for  which  fokliers  arc  ihl'charged, 
the  \N'ai'  Office  cannot,  agreeable  to  the  dircdlions  of  the  orJer  of  tbe  lloufe  of  Com- 
mons, chftiiiguifh  tho  e  men  who  are  loft  or  tlifabled  by  wcuiitls  or  ficknefs  ;  the 
whole  number  difchargeH  are  tiierefore  dated,  m  which  thofc  difniiHed  for  roilbeha- 
viour,  claimed  as  apprentices,  claimed  by  other  corps,  draughted  from  one  reginvent 
to  another,  or  difcliargcd  for  a  variety  of  caufes,  befidcs  that  of  inability  tu  ferve 
4onger,  are  inchuled. 

J  t  +  +  1  ^ic  prifoners  of  the  army  under  thefe  heads,  are  fucli  as  were  taken  by  the 
esemy  previous  to  the  Convention  of  Saratoga.  The  men  coni[>rehendfu  in  the  Con- 
vention have  never  been  allowed  to  be  prifoners  of  war  ;  their  cafualtics  by  death  and 
defertion,  and  the  numbers  difcharged,  .ire  regularly  given.  The  effectives  detained  ia 
Ar\ieri(a;  contrary  to  the  Conveniion,  are  as  follow  : 

Bnltjh  prkh-l'.S 

5y  return  of  November  17,  1777         — 28!>3 

Ditto  1,  1778 183S 

Augv.fl  I,  1779  — — —  1128 

Piit9  I,  1750  — — —  -9(1 


Account 
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War  Office y   'January  z^d,   1781. 

Account  of  all  the  men  raifed  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  for  his 
inajefty's  land  forces  on  the  Britifh  eftablifhment,  militia  and  fen- 
cible  men  in  North  Britain  not  included,  from  29th  Sept.  1774,  to 
29th  Sept.   1780. 

To  29th  September    1775  3575 

1776  — —  1106^ 

1777  688z 

1778  23978 

1779  ,6154 

To  29th  September    1780  — —  ^5^33 

Total        —        _        —        -^        —       76885 
Adjourned  to  Monday  29th. 
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WAYS   AND   ME  AN  S  /or  tie  above  Supplies  granted  to  hit  Majejiy^ 
for  the  Ser'vice  of  the  year  178 1. 

November  16,  1780. 
I.  "O  ESOLVEDi,  That,  towards  raifmg  the 
XV  fupply  granted  to  his  majelly,  the  fuin  of 
four  fiiillings  in  the  pound,  and  no  more,  be  raifed 
within  the  fpace  of  one  year,  from  the  25ih  day  of 
March,  1781,  upon  lands,  tenements,  heredita- 
ments, pcnfions,  ofiices  and  perfonal  eflates,  in  that 
part  of  Great  Britain  called  England i  Wales,  and 
the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed;  and  that  a  pro- 
portionable cefs,  according  to  the  ninth  article  of  £^. 
the  treaty  of  union,  be  laid  upon  that  part  of  Great 
Britain  called  Scotland  2,ooo,coo     o     9 

2.  Refolved,  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  majefty,  the  duties  upon  malt,  mum, 
cyder,  and  perry,  which,  by  an  Ad  of  parliament 
of  rhe  twentieth  year  of  his  prefent  majefty's  reign, 
have  continuance  to  the  24th  day  of  June,  1 78 1,  be 
further  continued,  and  charged  upon  ail  malt  which 
fhall  be  made,  and  all  mum  which  (hall  be  made 
or  imported,  and  all  cyder  and  perry  which  fhall  be 
made  for  fale,  within  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain, 
from  the  23d   day  of  June,  1781,  to  the  24th  day 

of  June  17S2  • ■  ■  750,000     o     o 

February  6,  1781. 

Refolved,  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  grant- 
ed to  his  majclly,  there  be  ilTued  and  applied  the 
fum  of  two   hundred   and   eighty  -  eight    thoufand  > 

three  hundred  and  forty-fix  pounds,  nineteen  fhil- 
lingSi  and  eight  pence,  remaining  in  the  receipt 
of  the  exchequer  on  the  fifth  day  of  January,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  for  tha 
difpofition  of  parliament,  of  the  monies  which  had 
then  arifen  of  the  furpluffes,  exctffes,  overplus  mo- 
nies, and  other  revenues,  compofing^  the  fundi 
■commonly  called  The  Sinking  Fund  _«— _        288,3^6   10     9 

IVIarch    8. 

Refolved,  That,  to.vards  raifing  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  majefty,  the  fum  of  twelve  millions 
be  railed  by  annuities,  and  the  further  fum  of  four 
hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds  by  a  lottery, 
in  manner  following  ;    that  is  to  fay. 

That  every  contributor  to  the  iaid  twelve  mil- 
lions fhal],    for   one    hundrejl    pounds    contributed 

Vol.  XXIV.  [5J  and 


274]       ANNUAL     REGISTER,  lySs. 

and  paid,  be  entitled  to  the  principal  fum  of  one 
hundred  pounds  in  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  three 
pounds  per  centum  ;  and  to  an  additional  principal 
fum  of  fifty  pounds  in  like  annuities,  after  the  rate 
of  three  pounds  per  centum,  and  alfo  to  a  farther 
principal  fum  of  t\vcniy/-five  pounds  in  annuities, 
after  the  rate  of  four  pounds  per  centum  ;  the  faid 
feveral  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  three  pounds  per 
C-'ntum,  and  four  pounds  per  centum,  refpeftively, 
t)  commence  from  the  fifth  day  of  January  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-one. 

That  the  fum  of  twelve  millions,  to  be  contri- 
buted as  afcrefaid,  together  with  the  additional 
capital  of  fifty  pounds  to  every  one  hundred  pounds 
advanced  and  paid,  amounting  to  fix  millions, 
making  together  in  the  whole  eighteen  millions  in 
annuities,  after  the  rate  of  three  pounds  per  centum, 
be,  from  the  time  of  their  commencement,  ad- 
ded to,  and  made  one  joint  ftock  with,  the  three 
pounds  per  cent,  annuities  confolidated  by  the  Afts 
of  the  twenty-fifth,  twenty-eighth,  twenty-ninth, 
thirty -fecond,  and  thirty-third  of  George  the  Se- 
cond, and  by  feveral  fubfequent  At\s,  and  charged 
upon  the  finking  fund,  and  fhall  be  payable  and. 
transferrable  at  the  Bank  of  England  at  the  fam.e 
time,  and  in  the  fame  manner,  and  fubjedt  to  the 
like  redemption  by  parliament,  as  the  faid  three 
poupds  per  cent,  confolidated  annuities  are  payable 
and  transferrable  there,  and  redeemable  by  parlia- 
ment. 

That  the  r:nnuity,  in  rcfpeft  of  the  faid  addition- 
al fum  or  capital  of  twenty -five  pounds,  to  which 
every  contributor  of  one  hundred  pounds  contribut- 
ed as  aforefaid  (hall  be  entitled,  making  together  ia 
the  whole  three  millions,  to  carry  an  iatereft  and 
annuity,  after  the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  fhall  be 
paid  at  the  Bank  of  England  for  one  quarter  of  a 
year,  from  the  5th  day  of  January  one  thoufand  fe- 
ven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  to  the  fifth  day  of 
April  following,  anJ  from  that  time  fhall  be  added 
and  made  one  joint  iiock  with  certain  annuities, 
after  the  rate  of  four  pounds  per  cent,  which  were 
confolidated  by  an  Aft  of  the  Lift  feffion  of  parlia- 
ment, and  fhall  alfo  be  charged  upon  the  finking 
fund,  and  fhall  be  payable  and  transferrable  at  the 
Bank  of  England  at  the  fame  tinie,  and  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  fubjeft  to  the  like  redemption  by  par- 
liament, as  the  faid  confolidated  four  pounds  per 


cent. 
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cent,  annuities  are  payable  and  transferrable  there, 
and  redeemable  by  parliament. 

That  every  contributor  towards  raifing  the 
faid  fum  of  twelve  millions  fliall,  for  every  one  thou- 
fand  pounds  contributed,  be  entitled  to  four  tickets 
in  a  lottery  to  confill:  of  forty-eight  thoufand  tickets, 
amounting  to  four  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand 
pounds,  upon  payment  of  the  further  fum  of  ten 
pounds  for  each  ticket,  the  faid  four  hundred  and 
eighty  thoufand  pounds  to  be  dillributed  into  prizes 
for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  of  the  fortunate 
tickets  in  the  faid  lottery,  which  fliall  be  paid  in 
money,  at  the  Bank  of  England,  to  fuch  proprie- 
tors upon  demand,  as  foon  after  the  firft  day  of 
March  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-two 
as  certificates  can  be  prepared,  without  any  deduc- 
tion whatfoever. 

That  every  contributor  fliall,  on  or  before  the 
fifteenth  day  of  this  inftant  March,  make  a  de- 
pofit  of  fifteen  pounds  per  cent,  on  fuch  fum  as  he 
or  fhe  fliaii  chufe  to  fubfcribe,  towards  raifing  the 
faid  fum  of  twelve  millions,  with  the  chief  cafhier 
or  cafhiers  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  and  alfo  a  depofit  of  fifteen  pounds  per 
cent,  with  the  faid  cafhier  or  calliiers,  in  part  of  the 
monies  to  be  contributed  towards  raifmg  the  faid 
fum  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds 
by  lottery,  as  a  fecurity  for  making  the  future  pay- 
ments refpedtivcly,  on  or  before  the  days  or  times 
hereinafter  limited  ;    that  is  to  fay. 

On  £.  12,000,000  to  be  raifed  by  annuities. 

/.  10  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  27th  day  of  April  next, 

/'.  ID  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  18th  day  of  May  next. 

/.".  10  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  14th  day  of  June  next. 

/".  ID  per  cent,  on  or  bclore  the  24.th  day  of  July  next. 

£.  15  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  21ft  day  of  Auguft  next. 

£.  to  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  iSth  day  of  Sept.  next. 

/'.  10  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  OtSt.  next. 

£.  10  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  Nov.  next. 
On  the  lottery  ior  £•  480,000 

/.  20  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  i  ith  day  of  May  next. 
■  /  ■  25  percent,  on  or  before  the  loth  clay  of  July  next. 

£•  20  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  i  iih  day  of  Sept.  next. 

/'•  20  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  9ih   day  of  Oft.  ne.xt. 
That  all  the  monies,  fo  to  be  received  by  the  faid 
chief  cafliier  or  cafliiers  of  the  governor  and  com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  England,  Jhall  be  paid  into 
xhc  receipt  of  the  exchequer,  to  be  applied  from 

■[.'>]  2  :u..t 
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time  to  time  to  fuch  fervices  as  fhall  then  have  been 
voted  by  this  houfe  in  this  leffion  of  parliament. 

That  every  contributor,  who  Aall  pay  in  the 
whole  of  his  or  her  contribution-money  towards  the 
fum  of  twelve  millions  to  be  contributed  as  afore- 
faid  at  any  time  before  the  tv/enty-fecond  day  of 
Oftober  next,  or  on  account  of  his  or  her  (hare  ia 
the  faid  lottery  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  Sept. 
next,  fnall  be  allowed  an  intereft,  by  way  of  dif- 
count,  after  the  rate  of  three  pounds  per  cent,  per 
annum,  on  the  fum  fo  compleaiing  his  or  her  con- 
tribution refpeftively,  to  be  computed  from  the 
day  of  compleating  the  fame,  to  the  twenty-third 
day  of  November  next,  in  regard  to  the  fum  to  be 
paid  for  the  faid  annuities,  and  to  the  eighth  day 
©f  Oftober  next  in  refpeft  of  the  fum  to  be  paid  on 
account  of  the  faid  lottery  ;  and  that  all  fuch  per- 
fons  as  foall  make  their  full  payments  on  the  faid 
lottery  fhall  have  their  tickets  delivered  to  them  as 
foon  as  they  can  conveniently  be  made  oat.  12,480,000     O     » 

April  12. 

1.  Refolved,  That,  towards  raffing  the  fuppl'y 
granted  to  his  majefty,  there  be  iffued  and  applied 
the  fum  of  feven  hundred  fifty -feven  thoufand  and 
eighty-fevea  pounds,  feventeen  (hillings,  and  ten 
pence,  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer 
on  the  5th  day  of  April,  1781,  for  the  difpofition  of 
parliament,  of  the  monies  which  had  then  arifen  of 
the  furpiulTes,  excefTes,  overplus  monies,  and  other 
revenues,   compofing    the   fund,  commonly   called 

the  Sinking  Fund         7S7'^^7   ^7  r* 

2.  That,  towards  raifmg  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majelly,  there  be  iffjed  and  applied  the  fum  of 
twenty-three  thoufand  {even  hundred  and  eight  , 
pounds,  eleven  {hillings,  and  ten  pence  halfpenny, 
remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer  on  the 
5th  day  of  April,  1781,  of  the  two  fevenths  excife 
granted  by  an  Aft  of  parliament  of  the  fifth  and 
fixth  years  of  the  reign  of  their  late  majelHes  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary,  after  fatisfying  the  fe- 
veral  charges   and  incumbrances   thereupon  for  the 

half  year  then  ended   ^  Z3'7<^S    '"    ^o¥ 

3.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
majefty,  there  be  iflfued  and  applied  the  fum  of  for- 
ty thoufand  pounds,  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the 
exchequer  on  thi^  fifth  day  of  April,  1781,  of  the 
duties  on  wines,  granted  by  an  A61  t)f  the  eigh- 
teenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  majefty,  fo? 

paying 
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paying  annuities  on  (ingle  lives,  purfuant  to  the 
iaid  Ad,  after  referving  fufficient  to  fatisfy  the 
feveral  annuities  to  the  5th  day  of  January,  1781  40,000     o     o 

4.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majefty,  there  be  i/Tued  and  applied  the  fum  of 
fifty-fix  thoufand  pounds,  remaining  in  the  receipt 
of  the  exchequer  on  the  5  th  day  of  April,  1781,  of 
the  duties  on  glafs-,  for  paying  annuities  on  lives, 
granted  by  an  A£t  of  the  nineteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  late  majefty,  after  referving  fufficient 
to  fatisfy  the  feverai   annuities  to  the  ^xh.   day   of 

January,  1781  •    56,000     o    o 

May  ift. 
Refolved,  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  majeily,  the  fum  of  one  million  rive 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  be  raifed  by  loans  or  ex- 
chequer bills,  if  not  difcharged,  with  interell 
thereupon,  on  or  before  the  5th  day  of  April,  1782, 
to  be  exchanged  and  received  in  payment  in  fuch 
manner  as  exchequer  bills  have  ufually  been  ex- 
changed and  received  in  payment         —         1,500,000     o     e 

May  24. 
Refolved,  That,  towards  raifing  the  fuppljr 
granted  to  his  majefty,  the  farther  fum  of  one  mil- 
lion nine  hundred  thoufand  pounds  be  raifed,  by 
loans  or  exchequer  bills,  to  be  charged  upon  the 
iirft  aids  to  be  granted  in  the  next  feffion  of  parlia- 
ment ;  and  fuch  exchequer  bills,  if  not  difcharged, 
with  intereft  thereupon,  on  or  before  the  5th  day  of 
April,  1782,  to  be  exchanged  and  received  in  pay- 
ment in  fuch  manner  as  exchequer  bills  have  ufually 
i)een  exchanged  and  received  in  payment  r—       1,900,000     o    o 

June  14. 

Refolved,  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  majefty,  the  propofal  of  the  gover- 
nor and  company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  for  ad- 
vancing the  fum  of  two  millions  on  exchequer  bills, 
upon  fuch   terms     and    conditions    as    are    therein 

mentioned,  be  accepted  2,000,000     ti     9 

June  18. 

T.  Refolved,  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  majefty,  there  be  applied  the  fum  of 
fixteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  feventy-nin« 
pounds,  fix  ftiillings,  and  eight-pence  halfpenny, 
remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer  on  the 
cth  day  of  April,  lyii,    fubjett   to  the  difpofuion 

[S]  3  of 
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of  parliament,   exclufive  of  the  furplus  then  remain- 
ing cf  the  finking  fund  16,879     ^     ^■'- 

2.  "That  fueh  of  the  monies  as  fhall  be  paid  into 
the  receipt  of  the  exchequer  after  the  5th  day  of 
April,  1 78 1,  and  on  or  before  the  5th  day  of  April, 
1782,  of  the 'produce  of  the  duties  charged  by  two 
A6ls,  made  in  the  fifth  and  fourteenth  years  of  his 
prefent  majefty's  reign,  upon  the  importation  and 
exportation  of  gum  fenega  and  gum  arabic,  be  ap- 
plied towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majefty  —  228     6     6 

June  19. 

1.  That^  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majelly,  there  be  iffaed  artd  applied  the  fum 
of  one  million  feven  hundred  forty-two  thoii- 
fand  nine  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  two  {hil- 
lings, and  two-pence,  out  of  fuch  monies  as  have 
arifen,  or  fhall  or  may  arife,  of  the  furplufTes, 
exceffes,  or  overplus  monies,  and  other  revenaes, 
compofmg    the    fund   commonly  called    the  Sinking 

Fund  '. ■ 1,742,912     2     2 

2.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majefty,  there  be  applied  a  fum,  not  exceeding 
four  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  out  of  the  balances 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Right  Honourable 
George  Nugent  Earl  Temple,    the    perfonal    reprc- 

-ientative  of  the  Right  Honourable  George  Gren- 
ville,  deceafed,  and  of  the  Right  Honourable  Wil- 
liam, Lord  Vifcount  Barrington  in  the  kins-drin  of 
Ireland,  and  of  the  Right  Honourable  Richard, 
Lord  \'"ifcount  Howe  in  the  kingdom  cf  Ireland, 
and  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  baronet,  the  pe  lon;il  re- 
prefentative  of  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliot,  baronet,  deceafed,  1  late  treafurers  of  his 
majefty's  navy,  and  of  John  Powell,  Efq;  the  only 
adi'.ig  executor  of  the  late  Right  Hon.  Henry  Lord 
Holland,  deceafed,  and  of  the  Right  Hon.  Garo- 
li:ie  ^Baronefs  Greenwich,  the  perfonal  *&prefenta- 
tive  of  the  Ri^^ht  Hon.  Charles  Townlhend,  de- 
ceafed, and  of  the  Right  Hon.  Frederick  Lord 
North,  and  of  George  John  Cooke  and  Charles 
Molloy,  Efqrs.  the  perfonal  reprefentatives  of  the 
late  George  Cooke,  Efq;  deceafed,  and  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Thomas  Townfhend,  and  of  George  John 
Cooke  and  Charles  Molloy,  Efquires,  the  perfonal 
reprefentatives  of  the  hte  George  Coake,  Efq;  de- 
ceafed. 
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ceafed,    late   paymafters   general    of   his    majefty's 

forces*  _  — — .         367,640     3     6{ 

3.  T'hat,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majefty,  there  be  applied  the  fum  of  eighteen 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty-three  pounds, 
thirteen  (hillings,  and  eleven  pence,  remaining  in 
the  hands  of  Sir  William  Hovve,  late  commander 
in  chief  in  North  America  ;  and  the  fum  of  one 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty-feven  pounds, 
fourteen  (hillings,  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the 
executors  of  Zachary  Philip  Fonnereau,  Efq;  dz- 
ceafed,  •  and  Sir  Merrick  Burrell,  baronet,  con- 
tradors  for  furnifhing  the.  garrifon  of  Gibraltar 
with  provifions,  from  the  12th  day  of  May,  1777, 
to  the  17th  day  of  January,  1779  t  ;  ^"d  the  lum 
of  eight  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight 
pounds,  one  (hilling,  and  four-pence  farthing,  re- 
maining in  the  hands  of  Thomas  Rumfey,  Efq;  aft- 
ing  executor  of  John  Richardfon,  Efq;  agent  to 
the  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea  Hofpital,  from  the 
25th  day  of  December,  1773,  to  the  24th  day  of 
June,  1774;  and  the  fum  of  feven  hundred  and 
feventy-two  pounds,  eight  fliillings,  and  fix  pence 
half-penny,  remaining  in  the  hands  of  Sir  William 
Erfkine,  as  quarter-mafter-general  of  the  forces, 
from  the  25  th  day  of  December,  1776,  to  the  30th 
day  of  June,  1779  25,853.  i5     5^ 

*  Of  the  above  fum  of  4.00,600/.  os.  od.  only  367,64.0/.   3.;.  6d\  weie  paid 
into  tlie  Exchequer. 

Paiticuhrs  of  the  fum  of  367,640/.   3/.  6d\,  paid  into  the  exchequer,  on  ac- 
count of  balances,  viz. 

Intereft-money  repaid  by  the   executors   of  Geoi-ge   Gren- 

vile,  Efq;  11,581    15      91 

Ditto         —         —       by.  Lord  BarringtoM  —  —  9)",  16     9   loi 

Ditto         —         —       by  Lord  Howe         ~         —  —  9)9^9     o     4^ 

Ditto         —         —       by  the  executors  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  6,000     o     o 

Ditto         —         —       by   the  hands   of  John  Povvel,    Efq; 

executor  of  Lord  Holland  —  —  231,515     4     8 

Ditto        —         —       by    the    adminillr.itors    of    Charles 

Townfliend,  Efq;  ■  27,000     o     o 

Ditto        —         —       by   Lord  North,  and    the    executors 

-of  George  Cooke,  Efq;  60,075     5  "^ 

Ditto         —        —      by  the  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Town f- 

hend,  and  the  executors  of  George  Cooke,  Efq;  -  ii,i3i     7     0 

367,6+0     3     6^ 
f  Of  this,  only  5,000/.  was  paid  into  the  exchequer, 

[5]  4  4.  That 
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4,  That  fuch  of  the  monies  p.s  fliall  be  paid  into 
the  receipt  ^f  the  exchequer  by  the  united  company 
of  merciiants  of  England  trading  to  the  Ealt  In- 
dies, in  full  dilcharge  and  fatisfaftion  of  the  claims 
and  demands  of  the  public  to  the  net  profits  which 
have  accrued  to  the  company  at  home,  before  thp 
?ll  day  of  March,  1 781,  be  applied  towards  mak- 
ing good  the  fupply  granted  to  his  majefty  — r         400,000 

5.  Sale  of  lands,  &c.  in  the  Ceded  Iflands      —  5.200 


Recai-itulation  of  the  aforementioned  Ways  and  Means. 


Malt  Duty  r^ 

Land  Tax  •— r — 

Contributions  to  annuities 
Ditto       —      to  lottery 


750,000 

:?,ooo,coo 

I2,COO,COO 

0,000 


o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 


f  Surplus  on  5th  Jan.  1781. 
Ditto      on  5th  A^^r.  17S1. 
Future  produce         — 
Exchequer  bills  ... 

Ditto  ■ 

Ditto       ■  for  the  bank  charter  — 

Money  to  be  paid  by  the  Eaft  India  Company 

Surplus  of  the  2  yths  9d  excife         — 

Ditto  of  the  fund  for  life-annuities  18  Geo.  II. 
Diuo  of  the  fund  for  life-annuities  19  Geo.  II. 
Dilpofeable  money  in  the  exchequer  - — — 

Balances  of  late  treafurers   of   the  navy    and   pay- 

mafters    of  the   forces,    voted   400,000/.    but   no 

more  paid  into  the  exchequer  than  — — 

Balance  of  the  account  of  Sir  William  Howe  — 

Ditto      of  the  account  of  Meflieurs   Fonnereau   and 

Burrell  —';—..        —    .  — 

Ditto      of  the  account  of  Sir  William  Eifkine 
Part  of  8,848/.    I  J.  i^d\,  being   the  balance  of  the 

account  of  the  late  Mr.  Richardfon  — 

Sale  of  lands,  &c.  in  the  Ceded  Iflands  — — 

Money  arifen  by  fale  of  French  prizes  — — 

Duty  on  gum  fenega        r— —  — —  — 


788,346  19     8 


1,500,000 
1,900,000 

2,0C0,000 
ij  00,000 
23,708 
40,000 
56,000 
16,879 


367,640 
18,723 

i>3  5  7 

5,000 
5,200 


o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

o  o 

II  lOX 

O  o 

o  o 

6  8| 


3  6| 

13  U 

14  O 

O  O 

o  o 

6  6 


Vote  of  credit        — 


24'355»857     4    9 
1,000,000    o    o 


'■')'l)l'h''^Sl    4    9 


The 
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"5073.524  »o    H 

—  —        25'3S3'857     4    9 

DeSciency  of  ways  and  means  —  —  19,667     5    11^ 


The  total  amount  of  the  fupplies  granted         — 

i'he  to:al  amount  of  ways  and  means  towards  fa- 

tisfying  the  fame  —  —  — 


Xhe  national  debt,  up  to  July,    1781,  is 
TTbe  annual  iniereft  to  be  raifed  is       — 


—    £•  177-206,000     o     o 
—  6.812,000     o     o 


Taxes  for    1781. 

Five  per  cent,  on  excife,  except  malt,  foap,  can- 
dles, and  hides  —r  —  — 
Difcount  of  the  c'jftoms  —  —  — 
Tobacco,  one  penny  three  farthings  per  pound  — 
Sugar,  one  halfpenny  per  poun«i            —  — 

Since  laiii. 
Duty  on  paper         —  —  —  .i.^ 

Ditto  on  Almanacks  —  —  — 

Total        — 


150,000  o  o 

167,000  o  o 

61,000  o  o 

326,000  o  o 

100,060  o  o 

10,000  o  o 

814,060  o  o 


Re^ieiv  of  perpetual  Taxes  laid  on,  from  1776  to   1781,  indujiue. 
Computed  produce  per  annum. 


Taxes. 

^n  1776     —    ^.    73,000  o  o 

1777  —    —  242,000  o  o 

1778  —    —  336,000  o  o 


Taxes. 

In  1779     —    jT.  478,000  o  o 

1780  —    —   701,616  o  o 

1781  —    —    814,060  o  o 


Total        —         2.644,676     o    o 


STATE 
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STATE     P.  A  P  E  R  S. 


H'u  Majefty*s  nioji  gracious  Speech 
to  both  Hcu/es  oj^  Parliainrtit, 
Net.   1,   1780. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
T  is  vvith  more  than  ordinary 
fatisfadion  that  I  meet  you  in 
parliament,  at  a  time  when  the 
late  eledions  may  afford  me  an 
opportunity  of  receiving  the  moft 
certain  information  of  the  difpofi- 
tion  and  the  vviihes  of  my  people, 
to  which  I  am  always  inclined  to 
pay  the  utmolt  attention  and  re- 
gard. 

The  prefent  arduous  fituatlon 
of  public  affairs  is  well  known  : 
the  whole  force  and  faculties  of  the 
monarchies  of  France  and  Spain 
are  drawn  forth,  and  exerted  to 
the  utmoli,  to  fupport  the  rebel- 
lion of  my  colonies  in  North  A- 
merica,  and,  without  the  leaft 
provocation  or  ca^fe  of  complaint, 
to  attack  my  dominions  ;  and  the 
undifguifed  objei^  of  this  confe- 
deracy manifelUy  is  to  gratify 
boundlefs  ambition,  by  deftroying. 
the  commerce,  and  giving  a  fa- 
tal blow  to  the  power  of  Great 
Britain. 

By  the  force  which  the  late  par- 
liament put  into  my  hands,  and  by 
tbe  biefllng  of  Divine  Providence 
Oil  the  braver)'  of  my  fleets  and  ar- 


raies,  I  h'av-e  been  enabled  to  with- 
ftand  the  formidable  attempts  of 
my  enemies,  aad  to  fru Urate  the 
grecft  ex'pedations  they  had  form- 
ed J  and  the  fignal  fucceffes  which 
have  attended  the  progrcfs  of  my 
arms  in  the  provinces  of  Georgia 
and  Carolina,  gained  v/ith  fo  much 
honour  to  the  condud;  and  courage 
of  my  ofEcers,  and  to  the  valour 
and  intrepidity  of  my  troops,  which 
have  equalled  their  higheft  cha- 
racter in  any  age,-  will,  I  truil, 
have  irapcrtant  confequenceS  in 
bringing  the /war  to  a  happy  con- 
clufion.  It  is  my  moit  earnell  de- 
fire  to  kv.  this  great  end  accom- 
plilhed;  but  I  am  co  .Tjdeiit  you 
will  agree  with  me  in  opinion,  that 
we  can  only  fecure  lafe  and  ho- 
nourable terms  of  peace  by  fuch 
powerful  and  refpeflable  prepara- 
tionsj  as  fnall  convince  our  ene- 
mies that  we  will  not  fubmit  to 
receive  the  law  from  any  powers 
vvhatfoever ;  and  that  we  are  unit- 
ed in  a  fir^n  xefolutlon  to  decline 
no  difficulty  or  hazard,  in  the  de- 
fence of  our  country,  and  for  ths 
prefervation  of  our  effential  inte- 
reus. 

Gentlemen    of    the    Houfe    of 

Commons, 

I  have  ordered  the  eflimates  for 

the  eniuing  year  to  be  laid  before 

f  you. 
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you.  I  fee,  and  feel,  with  great 
pnxiety  and  concern,  that  the  va- 
rious fervices  of  the  war  mufr,  un- 
avoidably, be  attended  with  great 
and  heavy  expences ;  but  I  defire 
you  to  grant  me  fuch  fupplies  only, 
as  your  own  fecurity  and  lalHng 
welfare,  and  the  exigency  of  affairs 
ihall  be  found  to  require. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
I  repofe  an  entire  confidence  in 
the  zeal  and  afFe(flions  of  this  par- 
fiament,  confcicus  that,  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  my  reign,  it  has 
been  the  conftant  objcft  of  my  care, 
and  the  willi  of  my  heart,  to  pro- 
mote the  true  interells  and  happinefs 
of  all  my  fubjefts,  and  to  preferve 
inviolate  our  excellent  conititution 
in  church  and  ftate. 


^be  humble  AdJrefs  of  the  LorJs  Spi- 
ritual  and  Temporal,  in  Parlia- 
ment ajfemblcd. 

Die  Mercurii,    1°  Ncuembris,    1780. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE  your  majelty's  molt  duti- 
ful and  loyal  fubjecls,  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in 
parliament  aflembled,  beg  le.ive  to 
return  your  majeily  our  mou  hum- 
ble thanks  for  your  molt  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne. 

Perm.it  us  to  offer  to  your  mnjelly 
our  moil  dutiful  congratulations  on 
the  birth  of  another  prince,  and  the 
happy  recovery  of  the  queen,  and 
to  afTure  your  majeily,  that  every 
addition  to  your  majclly's  domeftic 
happinefs  muft  always  afford  the 
higheft  faiisfadion  to  your  faithful 
fubjeds. 

In  the  prefent  arduous  fituation 
of  public  affairs,   wc  think  it  an 


indtfpenrablc  pnrt  of  ctir  duty  to 
make  thofe  fpirited  and  vigorous 
exertions  which  fuch  a  '"onjuniture 
demands  ;  and  we  beg  leave  to 
aiTure  your  majefty,  that  we  are 
united  in  a  firm  refolution  to  de- 
cline no  difficulty  or  hazard,  in 
the  defence  of  our  country,  and 
for  the  preferva'-ion  of  our  elieniial 
interelh. 

It  is  with  jiifi:  and  heart-felt  in- 
dignation, that  we  fee  tl)e  monar- 
chies of  France  and  Spain  leagued 
in  confeder;icy  to  fupport  the  re- 
bellion in  your  majcily's  colonies 
in  North  America,  and  employing 
the  whole  force  of  thcfe  kingdoms 
in  the  prcfecution  of  a  war  waged 
in  violation  of  all  public  faith,  and 
for  the  ib!e  purpofe  of  gratifying 
boundlefs  ambition,  by  dellroying 
the  commerce,  and  giving  a  fatal 
blow  to  the  power  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

We  have  feen  with  great  fatis- 
faftion,  that  the  force  which  with 
juft  confidence  was  entrulled  to 
your  majeily  by  parliament,  has, 
by  the  blelling  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence on  the  bravery  of  your  fleets 
and  armies,  enabled  your  majeily 
to  vvithlland  the  formidable  at- 
tempts of  your  enemies,  and  to 
frudrate  the  great  expectations  they 
had  conceived  ;  and  we  hope  and 
tnilt  that  the  fuccefs  of  your  ma- 
jefly's  arms  in  Georgia  and  Caro- 
lina, gained  with  fo  much  honour 
to  the  conduft  and  courage  of  your 
majelty's  officers,  and  to  the  va- 
lour and  intrepidity  of  your  troops, 
will  have  the  moll  important  con- 
fequences  ;  and  that  fuch  fignal 
events,  followed  by  thofe  vlgorons 
meafures  which  your  majeily  re- 
commeids,  and  in  which  we  are 
determined  to  concur,  will  difap- 

poinc 
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point  all  the  views  of  our  enemies, 
and  rcftore  the  bleflings  of  a  fate 
and  honourable  peace. 

Wc  are  fatislied  that  the  only 
way  to  accomplifh  this  great  end 
which  your  majefty  fo  carneftly 
defires,  is  to  make  fuch  powerful- 
and  refpeftable  preparations,  as 
(hall  convince  our  enemies  that  we 
will  not  fubmit  to  receive  the  law 
from  any  powers  whatever ;  but 
with  that  fpirit  and  refolution  which 
become  us,  will  maintain  the  eiTen- 
tial  rights,  honour,  and  dioT.l:y  of 
Great  Britain. 

We  h.Tve  £1  u-oep  and  moil:  grate- 
ful fer.le  of  the  conltant  folicitude 
your  majefty  (hews  to  promote  the 
true  intereits  and  happinefs  of  all 
your  fubjefts,  and  to  preferve  in- 
violate our  excellent  conftituiion 
in  church  and  flate.  And  we  beg 
leave  humbly  to  afTure  your  ma- 
jefty, that  it  fhall  be  our  earneft 
endeavour  to  juilify  and  deferve  the 
confidence  which  your  mijefty  fo 
gracioufly  places  in  our  affedion, 
duty,  and  zeal. 

His  Majejiy^s  moji  gracious  Anfijoer. 

My  Lords, 

Thank  you  heartily  for  this  very 
loyal  and  dutiful  addrefs. 

The  joy  you  exprefs  in  the  in- 
creafc  of  my  family,  and  in  the 
happy  recovery  of  the  queen,  is 
exrreinely  agreeable  to  me. 

Your  wiie  and  fpirited  refolu- 
tions  to  profecute  the  war  with  vi- 
gour, and  to  maintain,  at  every 
hazard,  the  efTentiai  interefts,  dig- 
nity, and  honour  of  Great  Britain, 
give  me  the  higheii  fatisfadion, 
and  miift  be  produdive  of  the  moft 
falutary  e&ds  bijth  at  horns  and 
abroad. 


The  humble  Addrefs   of  the  Jioufs  c/ 
Commons  to  his  Majefty. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

W'  E  your  majefty's  moft  duti- 
ful and  loya!  fubjeds,  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  par- 
liament afi'embled,  return  your 
majefty  the  thanks  of  this  houfc, 
for  your  moii  gracious  fpeech  from 
the  throue. 

We  beg  leave  to  congratulate 
your  majeity  upon  the  fafe  delivery 
of  the  queen,  and  the  birth  of  an- 
other prince ;  and  to  alTure  your 
majefty,  that  we  take  a  fmcere 
pare  in  every  event  that  contri- 
butes to  your  m??jefty's  domeftic 
happinefs. 

We  acknowledge,  with  the  ut- 
moft  gratitude,  your  majefty's  con- 
defcending  gocdnefs,  in  your  de- 
fire  to  meet  your  parliament  at 
this  timej  and  your  gracious  ex- 
preffions  of  attention  and  regard  to 
the  difpofition  and  wiflies  of  your 
people. 

We  are  imprefted  with  a  due 
fenfe  of  the  difficulties  of  the  pre- 
fent  arduous  conjundure,  when  the 
whole  force  of  France  and  Spain 
is  combined  and  exerted  to  fup- 
port  the  rebellion  in  your  ma- 
jefty's colonies,  and  to  attack  all 
the  dominions  of  your  crown  ; 
and  when  it  is  but  too  manifeft  to 
all  the  world,  that  the  real  views 
of  this  moft  unjuft  confederacy  are 
to  give  a  fatal  blow  to  the  com- 
merce and  power  of  Great  Britain, 
in  refentment  for  the  fuccefsful 
efforts  which  this  nation  has  fo  of- 
ten made,  to  fave  th«  liberties  of 
Europe  from  the  ambition  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

We  have  obferved  with  great  and 
juft  fatisfadion,  that  your  majefty, 

by 
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by  the  fupport  of  your  parliament, 
and  the  Ipirit  and  bravery  of  your 
fleets  and  armies,  has,  under  the 
divine  protedlion,  been  enabled  to 
withftand  the  formidable  attempts 
of  your  enemies  ;  and  we  offer  our 
moft  cordial  congratulations  to 
your  majefty  on  the  fignal  iuccef- 
fes  which  have  attended  the  pro- 
grefs  of  your  majelty's  arms  in  the 
provinces  of  Georgia  and  Caro- 
lina, and  in  which  the  conduft  and 
courage  of  your  majefty 's  officer?, 
and  the  valour  and  intrepidity  of 
your  troops,  have  been  fo  emi- 
nently diftinguifhed. 

We  confider  your  majefty's  ear- 
neft  defire  and  folicitiide  to  fee  the 
war  brought  to  a  happy  concluhon, 
as  the  ftrongell;  proof  of  your  pa- 
ternal regard  for  your  people  :  but 
we  entirely  agree  with  )our  ma- 
jelly,  that  fafe  and  honourable 
"terms  of  peace  can  only  be  fecured 
by  fuch  powerful  preparations  and 
vigorous  exertions  as  lliall  con- 
vince our  enemies,  that  your  ma- 
jefty and  your  parliament  are  unit- 
ed in  a  firm  and  ftedfaft  refolution 
to  decline  no  difficulty  or  danger 
in  the  defence  of  their  country, 
and  for  the  mu.intenance  cf  their 
effential  interefts. 

We  are  thoroughly  fenfible  that 
fhefe  ends  cannot  be  efteded  with- 
out great  and  heavy  expenccs ;  and 
we  will  grant  your  majefty  fuch 
fupplies  as  the  lafting  fecurity  and 
welfare  of  your  kingdoms,  and 
the  exigency  of  affairs,  Ihall  be 
found  to  require. 

Your  m-ijefty  may  rely,  with 
entire  confidence,  on  the  moll  zea- 
lous and  affedionate  attachment  of 
your  faithful  commons  to  your 
perfon,  family,  and  gcvernmenr  ; 
and  we  acknowledge,  with  the 
livelieft    fentimcnts    of    icverence 


and  gratitude,  that  the  conftanr 
tenor  of  your  majefty's  condua 
fhews,  that  the  fole  objefts  of  yoar 
royal  care  and  concern  are  to  pro- 
mote the  happinefs  of  your  peo- 
ple, and  to  preferve  inviolate  our 
excellent  conftitution  in  church 
and  ftate. 

His  Majejifs  tnoji  gracious  Anfvjtr. 
Gentlemen, 

I  Thank  you  for  this  very  duti- 
-''•    ful  addiefs. 

I  receive  your  congratulations 
on  the  increafe  of  my  family,  and 
on  the  happy  recovery  of  the 
queen,  as  a  mark  of  your  loyalty 
and  afFsdion. 

I  have  a  firm  confidence  that  the 
fupport  of  my  faithful  commons, 
and  the  fpirit  of  my  brave  people, 
engaged  in  a  juft  caufe,  and 
fighting  for  their  country  and  their 
eflential  interefts,  will,  in  the  end, 
enable  me  to  furmount  all  difii- 
culties,  and  to  attain  the  objeft  cf 
al!  my  meafures  and  all  my  exer- 
tions, a  fafe  and  honourable 
peace. 


AdJrcfs  of  the  J.rchbi^cp,  B:JJ:opj, 
and  CU'gy  cf  the  Pro'vince  of 
CArQ-ES.EUR.Y,  in  Czn-jocation 
offembled,  prefhted  to  his  Ma- 
jcjly  C7i  the  i-jth  cf  Ncvemher, 
1780. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE  your  majelty's  moft  d.i. 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjeds,  the 
archbiftiop,  biihops,  and  clergv  of 
the  province  of  Canterbury,"  in 
convocation  aflc-mblcd,  humbly  bee 
leave  to  approach  your  throne" 
xad  with  the  dcepeft  fenfe  of  gra- 
titude for  the  protection  we  co'iti- 
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nue  to  enjoy  iinJer  your  mnjcfty's 
reign,  to  otfcr  our  unfeigned  con- 
gratulations on  the  farther  fecuriLy 
of  your  niajefty's  iilulirious  houie, 
by  the  birth  of  anotlier  prince, 
and  on  the  happy  recovery  of  our 
gracious  queen,  the  patronefs  oi 
leli'aon  and  virtue. 

We  are,  on  this  occafion,  par- 
ticularly obliged  to  acknowledge 
and  admire  a  iate  inftance  of  your 
majelty's  attention  to  the  intereils 
of  Chrirtianity,  in  your  royal  mu- 
nificence to  the  pious  defigns  of 
the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of 
the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts,  ereft- 
ed  by  a  charter  of  your  glorious 
predeceiTor  King  Wiiliani,  and  now 
reftored  to  its  former  activity,  by 
the  liberal  contributions  of  your 
fubjedls,  encouraged  by  your  ma- 
jefiy's  example. 

Amidft  all  the  prote(flion  and  fa- 
vour we  derive  from  the  goodnefs 
of  your  majefty's  heart,  we  lament 
the  neceffity  of  confelfing,  that  the 
licentioufnefs  of  the  times  conti- 
nues to  counteradt  your  paternal 
care  for  the  Itate  of  national  reli- 
gion. Bad  men  and  bad  books 
are  the  produce  of  all  times ;  but 
we  obferve  with  particular  regret, 
that  the  wickeJnefs  of  the  age  hath 
of  late  been  direftly  pointed  at 
the  fences  of  piety  and  virt^,  eila- 
blifhed  by  God  himfelf,  and  ap- 
parently fecured  by  law. 

The  open  violation  of  the  Lord's 
Day,  and  the  invitations  of  men 
to  defert  the  religiou.s  duties  of  that 
day  for  amufements,  frivolous  at 
bell,  appears  to  call  for  the  aid  of 
the  civil  magiflrate,  to  check  the 
progrefs  of  an  evil  fo  dangerous 
both  to  church  and  ftate,  by  fup- 
prclfing,  on  the  Lord's  Day,  places 
of  refort  for  pleafure,  where  the 
interpofition  of  the  miniiters  of  re- 


ligion is  imprafticable.  We  hum- 
bly afTure  your  majelly,  that  fo  far 
as  any  exertions  of  our's  can  reach, 
we  fliall  not  fail  to  admonilh  and 
rebuke,  both  by  word  and  ex- 
ample. 

We  have  the  comfortable  hope. 
Sir,  that  it  will  appear  to  your  ma- 
jelly,  that  Popery  is  lefs  prevalent 
than  it  has  been  in  this  patt  of  your 
dominions.  We  are  tco  zealoufly 
attached  to  Proteftantifm  not  to  op- 
pofe  the  errors  of  the  church  of 
Rome,  as  well  in  controverfial  at- 
tacks, as  in  the  more  fuccefsful 
way  of  teaching  the  doftrines  of 
cur  apoftolical  church  ;  adhering 
at  the  lame  time,  invariably  to  the 
principles  of  the  Reformation, 
which  direft  us  to  oppofe  error  of 
every  kind,  by  argument  and  per-> 
fuafion,  and  to  difavow  all  violence 
in  the  caufe  of  religion. 

May  Almighty  God,  who,  for 
our  has,  hath  permitted  your  ma- 
jeliy  to  be  involved  in  a  war,  juft, 
indeed,  and  necelTary,  but,  in  its 
own  nature,  productive  of  much 
calamity,  blefs  your  majeily's  ef- 
forts with  decifive  fuccefs  ! 

It  becomes  us,  as  miniftersof  the 
gofpel,  to  praife  God  for  every 
viclory  which  has  a  tendency  to  the 
•blefiings  of  peace ;  and  whenever 
it  ffiall  pleafe  his  infinite  wifdoni 
to  rellcre  them  to  this  nation,  we 
fhal!  farther  befeech  him  to  grant 
to  your  majefly  the  full  enjoyment 
of  thofe  bleiTings  for  many  years, 
in  the  profperity  and  unanimous 
loyalty  of  your  iubjedls. 

To  ivIj!l/j  Addrejs  his  Majefiy  n.<jas 
plea/ed  to  return  the  follo-vjing  moft 
gracious  Anlnxcr. 


I 


Thank  you    for  your  congratu- 
lations  on   the  increale  of  my 
family, 
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ianiily,  and  the  happy  recovery 
of  tlie  queen. 

I  hear  with  pleafure  the  zeal  you 
exprcfs  for  the  interefts  of  our  holy 
religion  ;  and  I  fhall  continue  to 
make  it  my  conrtant  endeavour  to 
fupport  them  upon  the  principles 
of  the  Reformation,  agaiidl  the 
incroachments  of  licentioufnefs  or 
fuperftition. 

Trufting  to  the  juftice  of  my 
caufe,-  I  rely  on  the  continuance 
of  the  blelhngs  of  Providence  on 
my  endeavours  to  reliore  to  my 
people  a  fafe  and  honourable 
peace. 


HOUSE    OF     LORDS. 

Thurfday,   "January  25,  1781. 

TH  E  following  meffagc  from 
his  majefty  was  delivered  to 
the  houfe  by  Lord  Vifcount  Stor- 
mont.  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
rorthern  department,  and  was 
read  by  the  chancellor. 
"   George  R. 

*'  His  majefty  judges  it  proper 
to  acquaint  the  Houie  of  Lords, 
that,  during  the  recefs  of  parlia- 
ment, he  has  been  indifpenfably 
obligated  to  direft  letters  of  marque 
and  general  reprifals  to  be  ifTued 
againlt  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Provinces,  and  their  fub- 
jeds. 

**  The  caufcs  and  motives  -of 
his  majefty's  condudt  on  this  occa- 
fion,  are  fet  forth  in  his  public 
declaration,  which  he  has  ordered 
to  be  laid  before  the  houfe. 

"  His  majefty  has  with  the  ut- 
nioft  relu£\ance  been  induced  to 
take  an  hoftile  mcafurc  againft  a 
ftatc,  whofc  alliance  with  this 
kingdom    ftood    not   only    on    the 


faith  of  ancient  treaties,  but  on 
the  foundeft  principles  of  good 
policy. — His  majefty  has  ufed  every 
endeavour  to  prevail  on  the  States 
General  to  return  to  a  line  of  con- 
dudl,  conformable  to  thofe  princi- 
ples, to  the  tenor  of  their  engage- 
ments, and  to  the  common  and 
natural  interefts  of  both  kingdoms, 
and  has  left  nothing  untried  to 
prevent,  if  poiTible,  the  prefeht 
rupture. 

*'  His  majefty  is  fully  perfuaded 
that  the  juftice  and  neceffity  of  the 
m.cafures  he  h.as  taken,  will  be 
acknowledged  by  all  the  world. 
— Relying  therefore  en  the  pro- 
ledion  of  Divine  Providence,  and 
the  zealous  and  affedionate  fup- 
port  of  his  people,  his  majefty  has 
the  firmeft  confidence,  that  by  a 
vigorous  exeition  of  the  fpirit  and 
refburccs  of  the  nation,  he  fliall  be 
able  to  maintain  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  and  the  rights  and  inte- 
relb  of  his  people,  againft  all  his 
enemies,  and  to  bring  them  to 
liften  to  equitable  terms  of  peace.'* 


PROTEST  OF  THE  LORDS. 

Die  Jovis  25°  "Jaiiuarii,  1781. 

OVED,  That  the  motion  for 
_  an  avidrefs  to  his  majcftv  on 
the  foregoing  meflage  be  poftpon- 
ed,  in  order  that  the  houfe  may 
take  into  confideration  another 
motion  '  for  an  addrefs  to  his  ma- 
jefty, that  he  would  be  gracioufly 
plcafed  to  give  orders,  that  there 
be  forthwith  laid  before  this  houfe, 
copies  of  all  the  treaties  lately  fub- 
fjfting  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  ftates  of  the  Seven  United 
Provinces,  and  alfo  of  the  corre- 
fpondencc  between  hi»  majefty's 
minillers 


[288      ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1781. 


mlnifters  and  his  late  amb.^fTidor 
at  the  Hague,  and  of  all  memo- 
rials, requifitions,  maniLllos,  an- 
fwers,  and  other  papers,  which  have 
palled  between  the  two  courts, 
as  far  as  they  relate  in  any  refpeft 
to  the  prefent  rupture,  or  to  any 
mifunderitanding  or  coniplaints 
which  have  exilTted  between  the  two 
nations  fince  the  commencement  of 
hoftilities  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  provinces  of  North  Ame- 
rica.* 

Which  being  objedled  to,  after 
long  debate,  the  quellion  was  put, 
whether  to  agree  to  the  faid  mo- 
tion ? 

It  was  refolved  in  the  negative. 
Contents     —     19  1 
Proxies        —       03         -' 
Non  contents      68  7      g 
Proxies        —     163        "^ 

D  I  S  S  E  re  T  I  £  N  T, 

ill.  Becaufe  we  cannot  confent 
to  involve  this  and  other  nations  in 
all  the  horrors  of  war,  but  upon 
the  clearell  proofs  both  of  juftice 
and  necefiity  ;  and  it  would  be  pe- 
culiarly inconfiftent  with  our  pub- 
lic truft,  without  fuch  evidence, 
to  give  a  parliamentary  fanction  to 
a  war  againft  the  ancient  and  na- 
tural allies  of  this  nation. 

it  is  on  the  jullice  of  cur  caufe, 
ar>d  on  the  abfolute  neceffitv  of 
proceeding  to  fuch  excrcmi'ies, 
that  vve  mull  be  anfwerable  to  God 
and  ojr  confclenccs  fcr  a  mea-lure, 
wh'ch  neceflarily  plunges  millions 
of  innocent  people  in  the  utmclt 
diftref"?  and  mifery.  It  is  on  this 
found 3  ion  alone  that  we  can  with 
confidence  pray  for  fuccels..  or 
hope  fyr  the  proteftion  of  Provi- 
derice. 

We  conceive  that  a  careful,  and 
above  all,  an  impartial  examination 


of  the  correfpondence  between  his 
majelly's  minillers  and  his  late  am- 
balfador  at  the  Hague,  and  of  all  . 
the  memorials,  complaints,  requi- 
fitions, manifeflos,  anfwers,  and 
other  papers  which  have  paffed  be- 
tween the  two  courts,  as  far  as  they 
relate  in  any  refpeft  to  the  prefent 
ruptuie,  is  indilpenfable  to  war- 
rant j^arliament  in  pronouncing 
whether  the  hoftilities  which  his 
majefty  has  authorized  his  fubjedts 
to  commence  againft  thofe  of  the 
Seven  United  Provinces  are,  or 
are  not,  founded  in  juftice,  and 
confequentlv  before  they  can  with 
propriety  ofFcr  to  his  majefty  any 
advice,  or  promife  him  any  affift- 
ance,  in  the  prefent  conjuncture. 

The  fudden  attack  which  the 
minifters  have  adviled  his  majefty 
to  begin  againft  the  property  of 
our  neighbours,  failing  in  full  con- 
fidence of  peace  and  of  their  al- 
liance with  this  nation,  made  with." 
out  allowing  the  ufual  time  ftipu- 
lated  by  treaties,  even  between 
enemies,  for  fecuring  the  property 
of  unfufpecting  individuals  in  cafe 
of  a  fudden  rupture,  is  a  proceed- 
ing which,  till  explained,  muft 
appear  unwarranted  by  the  law  of 
nations,  and  contrary  to  gcoci  faith; 
nor  can  we,  upon  the  bare  re- 
commendation of  minifters,  approve 
of  fuch  a  condud,  or  determine 
upon  the  nice  conftrudion  of  trea- 
ties and  reciprocal  obligations, 
without  fo  much  as  hearing  what 
our  late  allies  and  friends  have  on 
their  fide  to  alledge. 

But  the  influence  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  minifters  in  parliament  has 
been  fuch,  as  to  obtain  not  only 
the  rejection  of  a  motion  which 
has  be-en  made  for  this  necefiary 
informaiion,  but  alfo  to  induce 
tnis  great  council  of   the    nation. 
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on  a  matter  deeply  afFeding  their 
moll  important  interefts,  to  give 
a  folemn  opinion,  without  any 
knowledge  of  the  fads  on  which 
they  have  pronounced,  with  fo 
blindfold  a  compliance  to  the  will 
of  the  court. 

2dly,  Becaufe,  however  fufficient 
the  reafon  of  jullice  ought  to  be, 
that  of  expediency  may  perhaps  be 
more  prevalent,  and  is  not  wanting 
on  this  occafion. 

It  has  been  the  uniform  and  ap- 
proved policy  of  our  ableft  ftatef- 
men,  for  near  a  century,  to  form 
alliances,  and  to  unite  with  the 
powers  on  the  continent  to  refill 
the  ambitious  attempts  of  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon.  The  Proteltant  re- 
public of  Holland,  from  the  free- 
dom of  its  conllitution  and  fenti- 
ment,  as  well  as  from  its  religion, 
has  ever  been  deemed  a  valuable 
fupport  of  the  liberties  of  Europe. 
Twice  have  they  been  on  the  very 
verge  of  falling  a  facrifice  to 
France  in  this  caufe,  and  we  can 
never  believe  that  their  old  affec- 
tion to  Great  Britain  can  have 
been  alienated,  much  lefs  that  a 
direft  rupture  with  them  can  have 
become  necelTary  on  our  part,  with- 
out grofs  mifmanagement  in  our 
councils.  We  cannot  but  form  the 
mofl  ferious  apprehenfions  at  fee- 
ing the  three  great  Protellant  and 
free  countries  of  Great  Britain, 
North  America,  and  Holland,  fo, 
weakening  each  other  by  war,  as 
to  become  an  eafy  prey  to  the 
ancient  enemy  of  them  all,  when- 
ever fhe  fhall  pleafe  to  turn  her 
arms  againll  them. 

We  are  not  infenfible  of  the 
diltrefbful  fituation,  with  refpedl 
to  the  armed  neutral  powers,  into 
which  we  have  been  led.  Hep  by 
flep,  by  the  unfortunate  American 
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war ;  but  as  we  are  convinced  that 
wicked  and  weak  councils  have 
been  the  fole  caufe  of  that  un- 
happy conteit,  fo  we  are  perfuad- 
ed  that  honelt  and  able  minilters 
might  have  prevented  this,  amongft 
fome  of  its  wretched  confe- 
qucnces. 

But  whilft  the  fame  meafures, 
which  have  caufed  our  unexampled 
calamities,  continue  to  be  purfued 
and  cherifned  ;  whilft  a  fyilem  of 
corruption  prevails,  which  mull 
exclude  both  ability  and  integrity 
from  our  councils  ;  whilll  evtry 
intcreft  of  the  ftate  is  facrificed  to 
its  fupport,  and  every  attempt  at 
reformation  reje£led,  our  condi- 
tion can  change  but  from  bad  to 
worfe. 

It  is  not  for  us  to  pretend  to 
foretell  events  which  are  in  the 
hands  of  Providence;  but  if  caufes 
are  fufFered  to  produce  their  natu- 
ral confequences,  we  cannot  but 
apprehend  from  the  prelent  con- 
duct of  our  affairs,  every  danger 
to  this  country,  both  foreign  and 
domellic,  to  which  a  nation  caa 
be  expofed, 

Richmond,  Rockingham, 

Portland,  Devonfhire, 

Fitzwilliam,         Pembroke, 
Harcourt,  Coventry, 

Ferrers. 

SECOND    PROTEST. 

Dissentient, 

For  the  above  reafons,  and  for 
that,  inftead  of  being  convinced  of 
the  juftice,  neceifity,  or  policy,  of 
a  war  with  Holland,  as  we  ought 
to  be,  before  we  give  our  fanftion 
to  that  meafure,  it  appears  to  us, 
as  far  as  the  information  we  polTefs 
enables  us,  to  be  equally  contrary 
to  the  interells  of  both  countries, 

[T]  and 
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and  to  the  inclinations  of  all  whofe 
inclinations  ought  to  influence  the 
councils  of  either.  Of  fuch  in- 
clinations, in  many  refpeftable 
members  of  the  Dutch  govern- 
jnent,  we  thought  we  faw,  and 
\V£  faw  it  with  pleafure,  a  fuffi- 
cient  indication  to  encourage 
us  to  hope,  that  it  is  not  yet 
too  late  to  open  a  negociation, 
by  which,  if  condui^ed  with  the 
temper,  and  in  the  language  of 
conciliation,  we  may  avert  the 
evils  which  the  continuance  of  this 
unnatural  war  cannot  fail  to  pro- 
duce. 

With  this  view,  it  was  recom- 
mended in  the  debates,  with  the 
earnellnefs  and  ferioufnefs  fuitable 
to  the  occafion,  not  to  lofe  an  hour 
in  propofing  a  ccfTation  of  ho£i- 
lities  with  Holland,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  meeting  and  cultivating  a 
iriendly  difpofition,  of  reconciling 
commercial  differences,  and  for  re- 
iloring  that  union  of  political  in- 
terefts  which  has  been  hitherto 
thought  fundamentally  neceiTary  to 
the  prefervation  of  the  i'rotellant 
religion,  and  of  the  liberties  of 
Europe.  The»  inattention  of  his 
majeily's  minifters  to  futh  a  pro- 
polition,  in  the  adual  circum- 
ftances  of  this  country,  their  dif- 
inclination  to  the  objefts  of  it,  fo 
plainly  manifefted  by  the  unprece- 
dt-pted  confifcations  intended  by 
their  proclamation  of  the  2Qth  of 
December  lail,  the  lofs  of  fo  va- 
luable an  ally,  the  acceflion  of  fo 
conliderable  a  force  to  the  for- 
midable powers  antecedently  com- 
bined againft  us,  and  the  juft 
grounds  it  affords  to  apprehend  the 
acceiSon    of  other  powers    to   that 


combination,  leave  us  no  other 
part  to  take,  as  members  of  this 
houfe,  after  having  flated  our 
ideas  of  the  extent  of  the  danger, 
and  fuggelled  what  we  conceive  to 
be  the  beft  and  only  remedy,  than 
to  enter  our  folemn  proteft  to  ex- 
culpate ourfelves  from  being  ac- 
ceflary  to  that  accumulation  of 
evils,  which  we  forefee,  and  think 
might  be,  but  will  not  be  pre- 
vented. 

Wycombe,  Portland, 

Camden,  Rockingham, 

Richmond,  Fitzwilliam, 

Ferrers,  Pembroke*. 


LORDS     PROTEST. 

Die  Joi'is  Mart,  21°,  1 7  8 1 . 

N  Aft  for  raifing  a  certain 
fum  of  money  by  way  of 
annuities,  and  a  lottery  ;  and  for 
confolidating  certain  annuities  which 
were  made  one  joint  flock,  by  an 
Aft  made  in  the  fecond  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  prefent  majelly,  with 
certain  annuities  confolidated  by 
feveral  Afts  made  in  the  twenty- 
fifth  and  twenty- fixth  years  of  the 
reign  of  King  George  II.  and  in 
the  fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
prefent  majefty  ; 

Moved,  '*  That  the  faid  bill  be 
now  read  a  third  time."  Which 
being  oljjefted  to,  after  debate  the 
quellion  was  put  thereupon  ;  and 
it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  faid  bill  was  then  accord- 
ingly read  a  third  time.  The 
queftion  was  put,  '•  that  the  faid 
bill  do  now  pafs :"  it  was  refolved 
in  the  affirmative. 


•  The  divlHon  did  not  take  place  till  half  after  one  in  the  morning,  nor  did 
fjife  houfc  rile  till  paft  two. 


pis. 
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Dissentient, 

**  Becaufe  when  a  bargain  im- 
provident in  its  terms,  corrupt  in 
its  operation,  and  partial  in  its 
diftributions,  is  negociated  by  a 
minifter  afting  for  the  public,  its 
having  palTed  through  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  can  be  no  reafon  for  its 
pafling  without  obfervation  through 
the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Without 
waving  our  undoubted  right  of 
giving  a  negative  to  this  or  any 
other  bill,  we  refpedl  the  principle 
of  public  credit  too  much  to  at- 
tempt, at  this  jundlure,  to  exer- 
cife  that  right,  though  if  wc  look- 
ed only  at  the  enormity  of  the 
abufe,  the  moft  direft  oppofition 
never  could  be  more  properly  call- 
ed for. 

**  Twenty-one  millions  are  add- 
ed to  the  capital  of  the  debt  for 
a  loan  of  twelve  ;  five  and  a 
kalf  per  cent,  perpetual  annuity 
is  granted  ;  fix  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  pounds  are  to  be  levied 
in  the  yearly  taxes  upon  the  peo- 
ple. In  fuch  a  fituation  the  molt 
rigid  ceconomy  ought  to  have  been 
ufed,  and  the  premium  on  the 
loan  ought  to  4*ave  been  reduced 
in  proportion  to  the  exorbitance  of 
the  intereft  to  be  paid.  Several 
circumllances  appeared  favourable 
to  the  minifter,  if  his  object  had 
been  to  ferve  his  country,  rather 
than  to  raife  a  fadlion  for  his  own 
fupport.  Befidfs  the  profped;  de- 
rived from  the  beginning  of  a  ne- 
gociation  for  peace,  it  is  allowed 
that  treble  the  fum  fubfcribed  had 
been  offered,  and  a  very  large  part 
ot  that  furplus  by  perfons  more  re- 
fponfible  than  very  many  of  thole 
who  were  admitted.  In  that  fitua- 
tion, fo  favourable  to  the  borrow- 
er, where  the  being  permitted  to 
knd  W.1S   fought  with  emulanon. 


the  firft  Commiflioners  of  theTrea- 
fury  chofe  to  make  a  bargain, 
opened  at  ten  per  cent,  premium, 
the  day  after  the  loan. 

"  This  price  was  not  the  ef- 
feft  of  mere  popular  opinion,  or 
of  artful  management,  but  was 
grounded  on  the  real  value  of  the 
great  body  of  ,the  other  flocks  at 
the  time,  and  was  no  more  than 
what  arofe  from  a  juft  relation  to 
the  reft.  We  are  the  more  difTa- 
tisfied  with  this  fhameful  prodi- 
gality of  public  money,  by  com- 
paring it  with  the  period  when  a 
ftridt  and  confcientious  manage- 
ment of  the  public  treafure  at  home 
became  a  foundation  for  the  glory 
of  our  arms  abroad.  During  the 
Duke  of  Newcaflle's  adminiilra- 
tion,  the  feveral  fuceflive  loans 
from  the  year  1758  inclufive,  to 
the  time  of  his  removal  from  ofiice, 
never  exceeded  one  and  a  half  per 
cent,  at  the  opening  ;  they  were 
generally  lefs,  and  fometimes  at 
difcount.  Yet  the  national  cre- 
dit was  in  vigour.  During  that 
time  forty-three  millions  were  bor- 
rowed. In  thofe  happy  days,  the 
minifters  ftanding  on  national 
ground,  were  not  in  a  ftate  of 
fervitude  to  any  fet  of  men,  nor 
led,  through  a  falfe  fyftem  of  po- 
litics, to  aggravate  the  diitrefTes 
of  their  country,  by  hiring  a  venal 
cry  to  perfbnate  the  voice  of  the 
public,  and  to  give  fupport  to  the 
meafures  which  had  occafioned  I'uch 
diitrellcs. 

"  It  is  not  a  matter  of  furprize 
to  us,  at  a  time  when  fuch  things 
can  be  done  with  impunity,  that 
lords  of  the  greatefl  honour  and 
ability  have  wholly  difcontinued 
their  attendance.  But  it  is  not 
improper  that  thole  lords  who  do 
fometimes    attend,    ihould    record 

I'T]  2  thei^ 
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their  names  in  teftimony  of  their 
ftrong  condemnation  of  the  terms 
of  this  loan,  and  of  the  motives, 
which,  they  conceive,  didlated  terms 
{0  very  difadvantageous  to  the  crown 
and  the  nation. 

Rockingham, 

Portland, 

Oihorne, 

J.  St.  Afaph, 

De  Ferrers, 

Fitzwilliara, 

Bolton, 

Ponfonby." 


Anfwer  of  the  States  General  to  the 
Mantfejio  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain. 

IF  ever  the  annals  of  the  world 
have  furnifhed  an  inftance  of  a 
free  and  independent  Hate  being 
attacked  by  an  enemy,  in  the  molt 
unjuftifiable  manner,  and  without 
the  leaft  appearance  of  right  or 
equity,  by  a  neighbouring  power 
allied  for  a  long  time,  and  bound 
by  ties  founded  on  the  balls  of 
common  intereft,  it  is  without 
doubt  the  Republic  of  the  United 
States  of  the  Netherlands,  which 
finds  itfelf  in  that  cafe  with  his 
inajefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
and  his  minifters.  From  the  be- 
ginning of  the  difputes,  which  had 
arifen  between  that  kingdom  and 
its  American  colonies,  their  High 
Mightinefles,  nowife  obliged  to 
interfere,  had  taken  the  firm  and 
determined  refolution  to  adopt  and 
ftriftly  to  adhere  to  the  moft  exaiSt 
neutrality  :  and  when  the  faid  dif- 
putes had  kindled  the  flames  of  a 
v/ar  which  hath  embroiled  more 
powers  than  one,  and  fpread  in 
feveral  parts  of  the  v/orld,   their 


High  MightinelTes  have  conftantly 
obferved  and  maintained  the  fame 
line  of  conduft  ;  whilft,  in  the  mean 
time,  they  have  taken  care  to  give 
on  many  occafions,  and  in  fome 
inflances  of  a  very  elTential  nature, 
the  moft  convincing  proofs  of  their 
fincere  inclination  to  conform  to 
the  wifhes  of  his  majefty  :  fo  far  as 
they  could  do  it  witjiout  going 
againft  the  rules  of  Impartiality,  or 
bringing  in  queltion  their  rights  of 
fovereignty. 

It  was  with  this  view,  and  for 
this  purpofe,  that  their  High  Migh- 
tinefles from  the  beginning,  and  at 
the  requifition  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty, caufed  moft  exprefs  inhibi- 
tions to  be  publilhcd  againft  the 
exportation  of  all  warlike  ftores  to 
the  colonies  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty in  America ;  and  againft  all 
fraudulent  trade  with  the  faid  colo- 
nies :  and,  in  order  that  the  faid 
prohibitions  Ihould  be  more  effec- 
tually carried  into  execution,  their 
High  Mightinefles  made  no  difh- 
culty  to  take  fuch  farther  fteps  as 
greatly  circumfcribed  their  own  na- 
vigation, and  the  trade  of  their 
fubjefts  with  the  Dutch  colonies  in 
the  Weft- Indies. 

It  was  to  further  the  above  pur- 
pofes,  that  their  High  Mightinef- 
les fent  the  moft  exaft  orders  to 
all  commanders,  and  governors  of 
their  colonies,  and  fettlements,  as 
well  as  to  the  commanders  of  their 
faips  of  war,  carefully  to  abftain 
from  doing,  in  regard  to  the  Ame- 
rican flag,  any  thing  from  which 
could  be  juftly  inferred  or  deduced 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  inde» 
pendency  of  the  faid  colonies  :  and 
it  is  alfo,  efpecially  to  the  above 
intent,  that  their  High  Mighti- 
nefles having  received  a  memorial 
prefented  to  them  by  the  Englifli 
ambafla- 
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arabalTador,  full  of  the  heavieft 
complaints  againft  the  Governor 
of  St.  Euftatia,  condefcended  to 
deliberate  on  the  faid  memorial  ; 
though  couched  in  terms  little 
confonant  with  the  regard  which 
fovereign  powers  owe  to  each 
other  :  the  confequence  of  the 
faid  deliberation  was  the  imme- 
diate recall  of  the  faid  governor, 
whom  their  High  MightineiTes 
called  to  an  account  for  his  con- 
dud,  and  who  was  not  permitted 
to  return  to  his  refidence  till  he 
had  cleared  hirafelf  of  all  the 
charges  brought  againft  him,  be- 
fore a  court  of  juftice  ;  a  copy  of 
whofe  proceedings  was  foon  after 
tranfmicted  to  the  minifler  of  his 
Eritannic  Majefty. 

By  fuch  meafures  as  thefe,  their 
High  Mightineffes,  who  always 
carneftly  wiihed  to  avoid  giving 
the  fmalleft  caufe  of  difcontent  to 
his  Britannic  majefty,  have  con- 
ftantly  endeavoured  to  promote  and 
cultivate  perfeft  harmony  ;  but  his 
Britannic  majefty's  condudl  towards 
the  Republic  has  been  diametrically 
oppofite. 

The  differences  between  the 
courts  of  London  and  Verfailles 
luid  fcarcely  broke  out,  when  they 
beheld  the  ports  of  England  filled 
with  Dutch  vefTels,  which  were 
unjuftly  feized  and  detained  :  thefe 
vefTels  navigated  upon  the  faith  of 
the  treaties,  and  were  not  laden 
with  any  other  merchandife  than 
what  the  exprefs  tenor  of  the  trea- 
ties had  declared  free  and  legal. 
They  beheld  thofe  free  cargoes 
forced  to  fubmit  to  an  arbitrary 
and  defpotic  authority.  The  ca- 
binet at  St.  James's  knowing  no 
other  rule  than  an  alFumed  right  of 
temporary  con'venience,  thought  pro- 
per to  appropriate  thofe  Corgoes  to 


the  ufe  of  the  crown  by  a  forcible 
purchafe,  and  to  employ  them  in 
the  fervice  of  the  king's  navy. 
The  mod  earneft  and  ferious  re- 
prefentatlons  on  the  part  of  their 
High  Mightineffes  againft  thefe 
proceedings  were  ineffeftual,  and 
it  was  in  vain  that  they  urged,  ia 
the  ftrongeft  manner  poffible,  the 
treaty  fubfifting  between  England 
and  the  Republic.  By  this  treaty, 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  neu- 
tral Jlag  are  decifively  and  clearly 
ftated.  The  fubjefts  of  Great 
Britain  had  fully  enjoyed  the  ad- 
vantages of  this  treaty,  in  the  firft 
and  only  cafe,  wherein  it  pleafed 
the  Court  of  London  to  remain 
neuter,  whilft  the  Republic  was 
engaged  in  a  war.  Certainly  then 
in  a  reciprocal  cafe  that  court 
could  not,  without  the  greateft  iu- 
juftice,  refufe  the  enjoyment  of 
the  fime  advantages  to  the  Re- 
public ;  and  as  little  right  as  his 
Britannic  majefty  had  to  withhold 
the  advantageous  effecfts  of  this 
treaty  from  their  High  Mightinef- 
fes, he  had  as  little  foundation  for 
attempting  to  make  them  quit  the 
neutrality  they  had  embraced,  and 
to  force  them  to  plunge  into  a 
war,  the  caufe  of  which  related 
immediately  to  the  rights  and  pof- 
fcffions  of  his  Britannic  rrajefty 
lying  beyond  the  limits  of  defen- 
five  treaties.  —  And,  notwithftand- 
ing  this  treaty,  his  majefty,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  differ- 
ence wich  the  crown  of  France, 
has  made  no  fcruple  of  infringing 
and  violating  it.  The  trelpalTes 
and  infractions  made  on  this  treaty 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and 
the  arbitrary  decifions  of  the  courts 
of  juftice  in  that  kingdom,  di- 
reftly  contrary  to  the  exprefs  fanc- 
tion  of  the  fame  treaty,  multi- 
[7-]  3  pUed 
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plied  daily.  The  merchant  vefiels 
became  the  innocent  vidims  of  the 
exa^ions  and  accumulated  vio- 
lences of  the  Engliih  men  of  war 
and  privateers.  They  did  not 
however  re!t  there. — The  very  flag 
of  the  ftates  was  not  fpared,  but 
openly  and  outrageoufly  infulted 
by  a  hoflile  attack  upon  the  con- 
voy, under  the  care  of  the  Rear- 
Admiral  Comte  de  Byland.  The 
Urongeft  reprefentations  from  the 
flates  to  his  Britannic  majelly  v^ere 
difregarded,  the  fhips  taken  from 
the  convoy  were  declared  good 
prizes,  and  this  infult  on  the  flag 
of  the  Republic  was  very  foon  fol- 
lowed by  an  open  violation  of  their 
neutral  territory,  as  well  in  Europe 
as  America.  They  will  content 
themfelves,  however,  with  reciting 
two  examples. 

At  the  ifland  of  St.  Martin  his 
Britannic  majefLy  attacked,  and 
carried  away  by  force  feveral  vefiels 
that  lay  at  anchor  under  the  cannon 
of  the  fort,  where,  according  to 
the  inviolable  rights  of  mankind, 
the  veffels  ought  to  have  found  a 
fecure  afylum.  The  infults  com- 
mitted by  an  armed  Englifh  vefTel 
on  the  coaft  of  the  Republic,  near 
Geedereedcy  furnifh  a  fecond  exam- 
ple of  thefe  violations.  Thefe  in- 
fults were  carried  fo  far,  that  many 
inhabitants  of  the  ifiand,  who  dwelt 
on  the  Ihore,  v/here  they  ought  to 
have  fuppofed  themfelves  fecure 
from  any  difturbance,  were  expof- 
ed,  by  the  violence  of  the  fire  from 
the  fhips,  to  fuch  imminent  dan- 
ger, that  they  were  forced  to  re- 
tire to  the  interior  part  of  the 
ifland.  Yet,  for  thefe  unheard  of 
proceedings,  the  Republic,  not- 
withftanding  the  ftrongeft  and  beft 
founded  reprefentations,  has  not 
.>eb6ained  the  fmalleft  fatisfailicn. 


Affairs  being  thus  fituated,  fa 
that  their  High  Mightinefles  had 
no  other  alternative  left  them,  but 
to  fee  the  navigation  and  commerce 
of  their  fubjeds,  on  which  th« 
ruin  or  profperity  of  their  Repub- 
lic alone  depends,  totally  annihi- 
lated, or  elle  to  adopt  meafures 
hoitile  to  their  old  friend  and  ally  5 
at  this  period  the  Emprefs  of  Ruf- 
iia,  urged  by  a  generous  magna- 
nimity of  dilpofuion,  thought  pro- 
per to  interfere,  and  with  as  much 
afFedion  as  humanity  invited  th« 
Republic  to  take  the  jufleft  mea- 
fures,  and  fuch  too  as  were  en- 
tirely confiftent  with  the  treat7 
fubfifting  between  the  ftates  and 
other  powers,  for  the  defending 
and  maintaining,  in  conjundioa 
with  her  Imperial  majelly,  and  the 
other  northern  powers,  thofe  pri- 
vileges and  immunities  which  the 
rights  of  nations,  and  the  moft 
folemn  treaties  allowed  to  neutral 
flags. 

This  invitation  could  not  but  be 
infinitely  agreeable  to  their  High 
Mightinefles,  fince  they  confidered 
it  as  a  means  of  fecuring  the  undif- 
turbed  commerce  of  their  fubjefls 
upon  the  mofl:  folid  bafis,  and  as 
holding  out  a  method  of  prote£ting 
their  independence  againll  every 
infraftion,  at  the  fame  time  that 
it  propofed  nothing  at  all  deroga- 
tory to  the  alliance  contrafted  be- 
tween them  and  his  Britannic 
majefty,  or  the  other  belligerent 
powers.  But  this  was  a  meafure 
of  which  the  Court  of  London  en- 
deavoured to  deprive  the  R.epub]ic, 
by  proceeding  with  precipitation 
to  the  moft  defperate  extremities, 
by  recalling  their  ambaflador,  by 
the  publication  of  a  manifeflo, 
containing  a  lift  of  fitStitious  grie- 
vances,   and    by   granting    letters 
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•f  marque  and  pretended  reprifal 
againft  the  dates,  their  fubjeils, 
and  their  property,  by  which  vio- 
lence indeed  this  court  did  nothing 
more  than  clearly  carry  into  proof 
and  praftice  the  defigns  which  they 
have  for  a  long  time  follered,  of 
difregarding  the  true  and  efTential 
interefts  which  connedl  the  two  na- 
tions, and  of  deftroying  the  bonds 
of  their  ancient  amity  by  an  attack 
fo  replete  with  injultice. 

It  will  not  be  at  all  necefTary  to 
enter  into  an  elaborate  refutation 
of  the  reafons,  and  pretended  griefs 
which  were  alledged  in  the  mani- 
fello,  to  convince  every  impartial 
man  of  their  entire  want  of  folidity. 
It  will  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  in 
few  words,  with  refpecl  to  the  of- 
fer which  was  made  by  his  Bri- 
tannic majefty  for  opening  an  ami- 
cable conference,  that  the  fole 
obje£l  of  thefe  conferences  could 
only  be  this,  to  take  into  confi- 
deration  the  naval  treaty  fpoken  of 
above  ;  that  the  conftrudion  of  this 
treaty,  conceived  as  it  is,  in  terms 
the  moft  clear  and  exprefs,  could 
not  be  a  fubjedt  of  any  doubt  or 
equivocation  ;  that  it  gives  the 
neutral  powers  a  free  right  of  con- 
veying to  the  belligerent  powers  all 
kinds  of  naval  Ilores  ;  that  the 
Republic,  neither  propofing  any 
thing  elfe  to  themfelves,  nor  defir- 
ing  any  thing  more  of  his  Bri- 
tannic majerty,  than  the  quiet, 
undillurbed  enjoyment  of  rights, 
flipulated  in  this  treaty,  a  point 
fo  manifelt,  and  incontrovertibly 
equitable,  could  not  perceive  any 
reafon  or  motive  for  a  negociation, 
.or  any  other  new  convention,  which 
mull  have  been  derogatory  to  the 
treaty  in  quedion,  particularly  as 
their  High  Mightineflcs  could  not 
prevail  upon   themfelves,    nor   ex- 


perience the  lead  difpofulon  to  re- 
nounce, voluntarily,  rights  jullly 
acquired,  nor  to  defill  from  their 
rights  by  a  regard  for  the  Court 
of  England  ;  a  renunciation,  which 
though  advantageous  to  one  of  the 
belligerent  powers,  would  be  to- 
tally incompatible  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  neutrality,  and  by  which 
their  High  Mightinelles  would^ 
from  another  quarter,  have  fub- 
jedled  the  Itate  to  dangers,  which 
they  think  it  is  their  duty  mod: 
folemnly  to  avert.  A  renunciatioa 
alfo  which  would  have  carried  with 
it  a  mod  irreparable  injury  to  their 
commerce  and  navigation,  which 
is  the  principal  fuppcrt  of  ths 
Republic,  and  the  fource  of  all 
their  profperity  ;  for  the  different 
branches  of  their  commerce  are 
feverally  fo  intimately  connedled 
with  each  other,  fo  as  to  form  one 
whole,  that  it  is  impodible  to  fe- 
parate  one  part  of  io  principal  a 
nature  as  was  expecled  by  the 
Court  of  London,  without  the  en- 
tire ruin  and  dedruftion  of  the  ge- 
Heral  body  :  not  to  mention  that 
at  this  time,  when  their  High 
iVIightinefTes  made  a  reafonable 
difficulty  of  acceding  to  the  pro- 
pofed  conference,  they  yet  qualified 
and  tempered  this  effeclual  exer- 
cife  of  their  rights  by  a  provifiona! 
reiolution. 

As  for  the  fuccours  required^ 
their  High  Mightineflcs  cannot 
diffemble  that  they  never  cnuld 
conceive  how  his  Britannic  majedy 
thought  himfclf  judified  to  infid, 
uftder  the  mod  didant  appearance 
of  right  or  equity,  for  the  affid- 
ance  dipulated  by  the  treaties,  ac 
the  time  when  he  had  already  fore- 
gone the  obligation  which  thev 
impofcd  on  him  towards  the  Re- 
public. Their  High  Mightineffea 
[T]  4  were 
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were  not  lefs  furprized  to  fee  that, 
whilft  the  difturbances  in  America, 
and  their  diredl  confequences,  could 
rot  afFeft  the  Republic  by  virtue  of 
any  treaty,  and  that  the  afliftance 
had  not  been  required  before  the 
declaration  of  the  Court  of  Spain 
had  increafed  the  number  of  the 
belligerent  powers  ;  his  Britannic 
majefty  had  neverthelefs  taken  oc- 
cafion,  from  this  event,  to  infill  on 
Jiis  demand  with  fo  much  ardor 
and  earneftnefs,  as  if  his  majefty 
had  a  right  to  pretend  and  main- 
tain, that,  a  war  being  once  kin- 
dled between  him  and  fome  other 
power,  was  alone  fufficient  to  com- 
pel the  ftates  to  grant  di redly,  and 
without  any  previous  examination, 
the  faid  ftipulated  afliftance. 

The  Republic,  it  is  true,  had 
bound  itfelf  by  treaties  to  aid  and 
aflift  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, whenever  that  power  fhould 
be  attacked  or  threatened  with  an 
unjuil  war  :  the  Republic  was 
moreover  to  declare  war  in  fuch 
a  cafe,  againft  the  aggrefibr ;  but 
their  High  MightinelTes  never  in- 
tended to  give  up  that  right  which 
is  the  nature  of  a  defenfive  al- 
liance, and  which  cannot  be  dif- 
puted  to  the  allied  powers,  to  ex- 
amine firft,  and  before  they  grant 
the  required  afliftance,  or  take 
part  in  the  war,  the  principles  of 
the  diflentions  which  have  prevail- 
ed ;  the  nature  of  the  differences 
from  which  they  fprang ;  as  alfo 
to  inveftigate  and  maturely  weigh 
the  reafons  and  motives  which  may 
inforce  the  Cafus  Foederis,  and 
which  are  to  form  the  bafis  of  the 
equity  and  lawfulnefs  of  the  war, 
on  the  part  of  that  confederate 
Itate  claiming  the  aforefaid  aflift- 
ance. There  is  not  a  treaty  ex- 
tant, by  which  their  High  Migh- 


tinefles  have  foregone  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  ftates,  or  facri- 
ficed  their  interefts  to  thofe  of 
Great  Britain,  fo  far  as  to  deprive 
themfelves  of  the  right  of  fo  ne- 
ceflary  and  indifpenfible  an  exa- 
mination ;  by  taking  fuch  fteps  as 
might  infmuate,  that  they  fhould 
be  looked  upon  as  compelled  to 
fubmit  to  the  pleafure  of  Great 
Britain,  by  granting  the  required 
afliftance  ;  even  when  the  above 
court,  being  at  variance  with  an- 
other power,  thinks  proper  to  pre- 
fer a  war  to  an  amicable  accom- 
modation on  well  fupported  com- 
plaints. 

It  is  not  therefore  through  fpirit 
of  party,  or  the  fcheme  of  a  pre- 
dominant cabal,  but  after  a  mature 
deliberation,  and  by  a  defire  of 
fupporting  the  deareft  interefts  of 
the  Republic,  that  all  the  provin- 
cial ftates  refpedlively  have,  with 
one  voice,  teftified  they  were  of 
opinion,  that  the  afliftance  requir- 
ed fhould  be  politely  refufed  ;  and 
their  High  Mightinefl'es  would  not 
have  failed  to  communicate  to  his 
Britannic  majefty,  in  confequence 
of  thofe  refolutions,  an  anfwer  to 
the  repeated  requefts  for  afliftance, 
had  they  not  been  prevented  from 
fo  doing,  by  the  violent  and  un- 
precedented infult  cfl'ered  to  the 
Dutch  flag,  under  the  command  of 
Rear.  Admiral  Byland  ;  by  their 
being  refufed  redrefs  on  fo  ferious 
a  matter,  and  by  his  majefty's  de- 
claration, no  lefs  ftrange  than  un- 
juft,  in  regard  to  the  fufpenflon  of 
the  treaties  which  fubfifted  betweea 
him  and  the  Republic.  Thefe  were 
fo  many  events,  which,  as  they 
required  deliberations  of  a  differ- 
ent kind,  put  an  end  to  thofe 
which  were  held  in  confequence  of 
the  aforefaid  requifuions.    It  is  in 
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vain,  and  in  oppofition  to  all 
truth,  that  endeavours  have  been 
ufed  to  multiply  the  number  of 
grievances,  by  alledging  the  fup- 
preffion  of  dudes  on  exports,  as  a 
meafure  calculated  to  facilitate  the 
carrying  of  naval  ftores  over  to 
France  :  for,  befides  that  the 
faid  fuppreffion  is  an  objeft  which 
refpefts  the  interior  regulation  of 
commerce,  to  which  all  fovereigns 
have  an  uncontroverted  right,  and 
for  which  they  are  accountable  to 
no  one,  the  matter  has  been  put 
in  deliberation,  but  never  finally 
refolved  upon  ;  fo  that  thofe  duties 
are  Hill  on  the  former  footing  ; 
and  what  is  fet  forth  refpedling 
this  matter  in  the  manifefto,  is  to- 
tally groundlefs,  though  it  cannot 
be  denied,  that  the  conduft  of  his 
Britannic  majelly  towards  the  Re- 
public, furnilhed  their  High  Migh- 
tineHes  with  but  too  many  motives 
to  juftify  fuch  a  meafure  on  their 
part. 

The  difpleafure  of  his  Britannic 
majeily,  in  regard  to  what  has  been 
done  for  Paul  Jones,  is  equally 
groundlefs.  Their  High  Mighti- 
neffes  had  for  many  years  before 
given  general  and  pofitive  orders 
for  the  admiffion  into  their  ports, 
of  all  privateers  and  armed  fhips, 
with  their  prizes  ;  orders  which 
have  been  obferved  and  executed 
without  the  leaft  exception  :  in 
this  cafe  their  High  Mightinefies 
could  not  defill  from  fuch  orders, 
in  regard  to  an  armed  (hip,  which, 
provided  with  a  commiliion  from 
the  American  Congrefs,  was  in 
the  Texel,  together  with  the  fri- 
gates of  a  fovereign  power,  with- 
out affuming  the  part  of  judges, 
and  giving  a  decifion  in  a  matter 
which  their  High  Mightinelfes 
were  not  obliged  to  take  any  cog- 


nizance of,  and  in  which  it  feem- 
ed  to  them  contrary  to  the  interell 
of  the  Republic  to  interfere  :  their 
High      MightinefTes,       therefore, 
thought  it  bell:  not  to  fwerve   from 
the  rules  eflablilhed  for  fo  long  a 
time,     but     refolved    to    lay    the 
ftrongeft  injundtions,  left  the  faid 
privateers  and  armed  Ihlps  fhould 
take   in    any    warlike    ftores,    and 
defired  them  to  quit  the   road  as 
foon    as    poffible,    without    being 
permitted    to  ibjourn,  but  jull  as 
long  as  would  prove  abtolutely  ne- 
ceflary  to  repair  the  damages  fuf- 
fered  at  fea  ;  declaring    formally 
at  the  fame  time,  that  in  cafe  of 
a    longer   delay,    their    departure 
fhould  be  pofuively  infilled  upon. 
To  this  purpofe,  the  commanding 
officer  in  the   faid  road  took  care 
to   make    every   requiute   diipofi- 
tion,  the  efFeAs  of  which  the  pri- 
vateer  of  Paul  Jones   had  hardly 
time    to   prevent.      In    regard   to 
what  has  happened  in  other  parts 
of   the    world,    the    infcrmationB 
tranlmitted  to  their  High  iVIighti- 
neifes,  from  time  to  time,  from  the 
Eall  Indies,  are  in  direiEl  oppofition 
to  thole  which  feem  to  have  beea 
laid  before  his  Britannic   majefty. 
The    frequent   complaints    of  the 
Eaft   India  diredlion,  addrelTed  to 
them,  and  which  the  love  of  peace 
had  obliged  the  latter  to  fraother, 
as  it  were,  in  their  breafts,  are  fo 
many  incontrovertible  proofs  of  the 
alTertion.     The  meai'ures  taken  in 
regard  to  the  Weft  Indies,  before 
mentioned,  will   ferve  at  all  times 
for  an  unqueftionable  proof  of  the 
fincerity  of  the  zeal,  and  of  the 
attention    with    which    their    High 
JVlightinclTes   have   affiduoufly  en- 
deavoured   to    obferve,    in     thefe 
countries,  the  moft  exad  and  ftri€k 
neutrality  ;  nor  could  ttcir  High 
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MightinefTes  find  out  the  leafl:  le- 
gal proof  of  any  infraftion  of 
their  orders  in  this  refpeft. 

As  for  what  concerns  the  pro- 
jedl  of  an  eventual  treaty  of  com- 
merce with  North  America,  framed 
by  a  member  of  the  government  of 
the  province  of  Holland,  without 
the  fandllon  of  any  public  autho- 
rity ;  and  the  memorials  prefent- 
ed  on  this  matter  by  the  cheva- 
Jier  Yorke,  the  matter  happened  as 
follows  : 

As  foon  as  this  ambaflador 
had  prefented  a  memorial,  dated 
Nov.  10,  1780,  their  High  Migh- 
tincfles,  without  noticing  the  ex- 
prefiions,  rather  unbecoming  be- 
tween fovereigns,  witii  which  this 
memorial  abounded,  did  not  delay 
entering  into  the  moil  ferious  de- 
liberation on  that  matter ;  and  by 
their  refolution  of  the  27th  of  the 
lame  month,  they  did  not  hefitate 
to  difclaim  and  difapprove  pub- 
licly whatever  had  been  done  in 
this  aflFair. 

After  this  they  had  every  rea- 
fon  to  expeft  that  his  Britannic 
Majefty  would  have  acceded  to  this 
declaration,  fince  he  could  not  be 
ignorant  that  their  High  Mighti- 
nefles  have  no  jurifdiition  «ver  the 
refpeftive  provinces,  and  that  it 
was  to  the  States  of  Holland,  to 
whom,  as  being  inverted ,  as  the 
States  of  the  other  provinces,  with 
a.  fovereign  and  exclufive  authority 
over  their  fubjefts,  was  to  be  fub- 
mitted,  an  affair  which  their  High 
Mightinefies  had  no  reafon  to  doubt 
but  the  other  States  of  the  liiid  pro- 
vinces would  regulate  according  to 
the  exigency  of  the  cafe,  and  con- 
formably to  the  laws  of  the  State, 
and  the  principle:  of  equity.  The 
eagernefs  with  which  the  chevalier 
Yorke,    by   his    fecond    memorial 


infilled  on  the  punifhment,  coul(3 
not,  of  courfe,  but  appear  very 
llrange  to  their  High  MightinefTes, 
that  if  he  did  not  receive  the  very 
fame  day  an  anfwer  to  his  memo- 
rial in  every  refpeft  fatisfaftory, 
he  fhould  find  himfelf  obliged  to 
acquaint  his  court  thereof  by  an 
extraordinary  courier.  I'heir  High 
Mightinefies,  informed  of  this  de- 
claration, foon  perceived  its  im- 
portance, as  a  manifeftation  of  the 
meafures  already  determined  on  in 
the  king's  council  ;  and  although, 
according  to  the  ellabliflied  cuftom, 
fuch  verbal  declarations  from  fo- 
reign minifiers  admit  of  no  deli- 
beration, they  neverthelefs  thought 
proper  to  fet  it  afide  on  this  occa- 
sion, and  to  defire  their  recorder 
to  wait  on  the  chevalier,  and  in- 
form him,  that  his  memorial  had 
been  taken  aci  referendum,  by  the 
deputies  of  the  refpeftive  provinces, 
according  to  the  received  cufi;om 
and  confl:itution  of  government  ; 
adding,  at  the  fame  time,  what 
Teemed  defignedly  omitted  in  the 
manifelto,  that  they  would  endea- 
vour to  frame  an  anfwer  to  his  m.e- 
morial  as  foon  as  pofiible,  and  the 
conftitution  of  government  would 
permit.  In  confequence  thereof, 
a  few  days  after,  the  deputies  of 
the  province  of  Holland  gave  no- 
tice to  the  aflembly  of  their  High 
Mightinefies,  that  the  ftates  of 
their  province  had  una  "voce,  re- 
Tolved  to  require  the  advice  of 
their  court  of  juftice  in  regard  to. 
the  requifition  of  punifhment,  re- 
quefting  the  faid  court  to  give 
their  opinion  as  foon  as  pofTible, 
foregoing  all  other  affairs.  Their 
High  Mightinefies  did  not  fail  to 
acquaint  the  chevalier  Yorke  with 
the  above  refolve  ;  but  what  was 
their    furprize    and    altonifli.ment., 
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when  they  underftood  that  the  faid 
ambafiador,  after  having  read  his 
inllrudions,  had  fent  a  note  to  the 
recorder,  wherein  he  called  the 
abovefaid  refolve  illufive,  and  flat- 
ly reful'ed  to  tranfmit  it  to  his  court ! 
This  obliged  their  High  Mighti- 
neffes  to  fend  it  to  Count  Welderen, 
their  minifter  at  London,  with  or- 
ders to  lay  it  immediately  before 
the  minifter  of  his  Britannic  Majd- 
ty  ;  but  the  refufal  of  the  latter 
created  an  obftacle  to  the  execution 
of  thofe  orders. 

All  the  circumftances  of  this  af- 
fair being  thus  expofed,  the  impar- 
tial public  will  be  enabled  to  ap- 
preciate the  principal  motive,  or 
rather  pretence,  to  which  his  Bri- 
tannic Majelly  has  had  rccourfe, 
in  order  to  give  a  fcopc  to  his  de- 
figns  againft  the  Republic.  To  this 
we  may  reduce  the  whole  matter  : 
his  Majelly  was  informed  of  a  ne- 
gociation  which  would  ha\e  taken 
place  between  a  member  of  the  go- 
vernment of  one  of  the  provinces, 
and  a  reprefentative  of  the  Ameti- 
can  congrefs  ;  which  negociation  in- 
intended  to  lay  the  plan  of  a  treaty 
of  commerce  to  be  concluded  be- 
tween the  Republic  and  the  faid 
colonies,  cafu  quo,  that  is  to  fay, 
that  in  cafe  the  independency  of 
thofe  colonies  fhould  be  acknow- 
ledged by  the  crown  of  England  ; 
this  negociation,  although  condi- 
tional, and  holding  by  a  claufe 
which  depended  on  the  anterior 
aft  of  his  majefty,  this  negociation, 
which  v/ithout  the  faid  aft,  or  an- 
terior declaration,  could  not  have 
the  Icaft  effoft,  was  fo  mifconftrued 
by  his  Majefty,  and  excited  his 
difpleafure  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
he  thought  proper  to  require  from 
the  States  a  public  difavowal  and 
difapprobation,  as  well  as  a  com- 


plete punilhment  and  fatisfaftion  ; 
it  was  in  confequence,  and  with- 
out the  leaft  delay,  that  their 
High  MightincfTes  acceded  to  the 
firft  part  of  his  requifition  ;  but 
the  punifliment  infifted  upon  was 
not  within  their  power,  and  they 
could  not  affent  to  it,  without  ftrik- 
ing  at  the  root  of  the  fundamental 
conftitution  of  the  ftate.  The  States 
of  the  province  of  Holland  were 
the  only  ones  to  which  it  per- 
tained lawfully  to  take  cognizance 
of  it,  and  to  provide  thereto  by 
the  ordinary  means  and  the  au- 
thority of  the  laws.  This  fove- 
reign  Hate  adhering  to  the  max- 
ims which  oblige  them  to  refpe£t 
the  authority  of  the  laws,  and 
fully  convinced  that  the  main- 
taining that  department  in  all  the 
integrity  and  impartiality  which 
are  infeparable  from  it,  is  the  firm- 
ell  bafis  of  the  fupreme  power  ; 
that  fovereign  ftate,  obliged  bv 
what  is  held  moft  facred,  to  defend 
and  proteft  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  its  fubjefts,  could  not  forget  it- 
felf  fo  far  as  to  fubmit  to  the  will 
of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  by  at- 
tempting to  overturn  thofe  rights 
and  privileges,  and  exceeding  the 
limits  prefcribed  by  the  fundamen- 
tal laws  of  its  government :  thefe 
laws  required  the  intervention  of 
the  judicial  department,  and  thofe 
were  the  means  which  the  above 
ftates  refolved  to  ufe,  by  requiring 
on  this  objcft,  the  advice  of  the 
court  of  juftice,  eftablilhed  in  their 
province. 

By  an  adherence  to  this  method 
it  was,  that,  before  the  eyes  of  his 
Britannic  Majcily,  the  Englilh  na- 
tion, and  all  Europe,  were  dif- 
played  the  unalterable  principles 
of  that  juftice  and  equity  which 
form  ;he  leading  feature  of  the 
I  Patch 
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Dutch  conftitution,  and  which,  in 
fo  important  a  part  of  public  ad- 
miniftiaiion,  (we  mean  that  which 
concerns  the  exercife  of  the  jufti- 
ciary  power)  will  for  ever  ferve  as 
a  biilvvark  againft  whatever  could 
milicate  with  the  fecurity  and  in- 
dependance  of  a  free  nation.  It 
was  alio  by  thefe  means,  and  by 
following  tins  road,  that,  far  from 
precluding  juilice,  or  evading  the 
punifliment  required,  a  free  courfe, 
on  the  contrary,  has  been  laid  open 
to  a  regular  procefs,  conformably 
to  the  conftituticnal  principles  of 
the  Republic  ;  and  by  the  fame 
reafon,  in  fhort,  depriving  the 
court  of  London  of  any  pretence 
to  complain  of  a  denial  of  juflice, 
<^re  has  been  taken  to  anticipate 
the  leaft  fhadow,  or  appearance  of 
reafon,  which  might  have  autho- 
rized that  court  to  make  reprifals  ; 
to  which,  neverthelefs,  it  has 
had  recourfe  without  fcruple,  in 
a  manner  equally  odious  and  un- 
juft. 

To  thefe  ends,  and  fince,  after 
the  repeated  outrages  and  heavy 
lofies  which  the  fubjeifis  of  this 
Republic  muft  have  experienced 
from  his  Britannic  Majefty,  their 
High  MightinelTes  find  themfelves 
furthermore  provoked,  and  afi'ailed 
by  his  aforefaid  Majelly,  and  com- 
pelled to  ufe  thofe  means  which 
they  have  in  hand,  in  order  to  de- 
fend the  precious  rights  of  their 
liberty  and  independence ;  they 
entertain  the  firmeft  hope  that  the 
Lord  of  hofts,  the  God  of  their 
fathers,  who,  by  the  palpable  di- 
reftion  of  Providence,  fupported 
and  carried  this  Republic  through 
the  greateft  dangers,  will  blefs  the 
means  which  they  Jiave  determined 
to  employ,  by  crowning  the  juftice 
of  their  arms,   with    the  ever- tri- 


umphant alTiftance  of  his  omnipo- 
tent protediion  ;  whilfl:  their  High 
Mightint'fTes  will  ardently  figh  af- 
ter the  inllant,  when  they  fhall  fee 
their  neighbour  and  old  ally,  but 
now  their  enemy,  recalled  to  fen- 
timents  more  moderate  and  equit- 
able. And  it  is  at  that  period, 
where  their  High  Mightinerfes  will 
improve  all  the  opportunities 
which,  confonant  with  the  honour 
and  independence  of  a  free  ftate, 
may  tend  to  a  reconciliation  be- 
tween them  and  their  old  friend 
and  ally. 

Thus  given  and  fettled  in  the 
aflembly  of  their  High  Mighti- 
nefles,  our  lords  the  States  Gene- 
ral of  the  United  Provinces,  at  the 
Hague,  the  loch  day  of  March, 
1781. 

Signed,  Cogq^  Haaftan,  Vt. 
By  command,  H.  Fa  gel. 


Copy  of  the  Maritime  Treaty 
bcfween  the  E7nprcjs  of  Riijjia  and 
the  King  of  Denmark,  acceded  t» 
by  the  King  of  Siveden,  and  States 
General  sf  the  United  Pro'vinces, 

ARTICLE    I. 

THEIR  refpeftive  majeflies 
are  fully  and  fincerely  de- 
termined to  keep  upon  the  moft 
friendly  terms  with  the  prefent  bel- 
ligerent powers,  and  preferve  the 
moil  exaft  neutrality  :  they  folemn- 
ly  declare  their  firm  intention  to 
be,  that  their  refpedive  fubjefts 
fhall  firiclly  obferve  the  laws  for- 
bidding all  contraband  trade  with 
the  powers  now  being,  or  that 
may  hereafter  be,  concerned  in  the 
prefent  difputes. 

II.  To  prevent  all  equivocation 

or    niifunderftanding  of  the  word 
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contraband,  their  imperial  and 
royal  majefties  declare  that  the 
meaning  of  the  faid  word,  is  folely 
retrained  to  luch  goods  and  com- 
modities as  are  mentioned  under 
that  demonination  in  the  treaties 
fubfilHng  between  their  faid  ma- 
jefties and  cither  of  the  belligerent 
powers.  Her  imperial  majcfty  abid- 
ing principally  by  the  Xth  and  Xhh 
articles  of  the  treaty  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britain  ;  the  conditions 
therein  mentioned,  which  are  found- 
ed on  the  right  of  nations,  being 
underftood  to  extend  to  the  kings 
of  France  and  Sp..in  ;  as  there  is 
at  prefent  no  fpecific  treaty  of 
commerce  between  the  two  latter 
and  the  former.  His  Danifn  ma- 
jefty,  on  his  part,  regulates  his 
conduft  in  this  particular  by  the 
firft  article  of  his  treaty  with 
England,  .  and  the  XXVIth  and 
XXVIIth  of  that  fubfiiling  be- 
tween his  faid  majelly  and  the 
king  of  France,  extending  the 
provifions  made  in  the  latter  to  the 
Catholic  King  ;  there  being  no 
treaty  aJ  hoc,  between  Denmark 
and  Spain. 

III.  And  whereas  by  this  means 
the  word  contraha)id,  conformable 
to  the  treaties  now  extant,  and  the 
ftipulations  made  between  the  con- 
tradting  powers,  and  tbofe  that  are 
now  at  war,  is  fully  explained  ; 
efpecially  by  the  treaty  between 
Ruffia  and  England  of  the  20th  of 
June  1766  ;  between  tke  latter  and 
Denmark,  of  the  1 1  th  of  July  1670; 
and  betv»4en  their  Danifh  and  moft 
Chriftian'Majeities,  of  Augurt  23d, 
1742  ;  the  will  and  opinion  of  the 
high  contrading  powers,  are,  that 
all  other  trade  whatfoever  fhall  be 
deemed  and  remain  free  and  unre- 
Urained, 

By  the  declaration  delivered  to 


the  belligerent  powers,  their  con- 
trading  majcllies  have  already 
challenged  the  privileges  founded 
on  natural  right,  whence  fpring  the 
freedom  of  trade  and  navigation  ;  as 
well  as  the  right  of  neutral  powers; 
and  being  fully  determined  not  to 
depend  in  future  merely  on  an  ar- 
bitrary interpretation,  devifed  to 
anfwer  fome  private  advantages  or 
concerns,  they  mutually  covenanted 
as  followeth  : 

Firft,  That  it  will  be  lawful  for 
any  fhip  whatever  to  fail  freely  from 
one  port  to  another,  or  along  the 
coaft  of  the  powers  now  at  war. — 
zdly.  That  all  merchandile  and  ef- 
fedls  belonging  to  the  fubjcds  of  the 
faid  belligerent  powers,  and  (hip- 
ped on  neutral  bottoms,  ft"iall  be 
entirely  free  ;  except  contraband 
goods. — 3dly,  In  order  to  afcer- 
tain  what  conftitutes  the  blockade 
of  any  place  or  port,  it  is  to 
be  underftood  to  be  in  fuch  predi- 
cament, when  the  aftailing  power 
lias  taken  fuch  a  ftation,  as  to 
expofe  to  imminent  danger,  any 
iliip  or  Ihips  that  would  attempt 
to  fail  in  or  out  of  the  faid  ports, 
— 4thly,  No  neutral  fliips  lliall  be 
flopped  without  a  material  and 
well-grounded  caufe :  and  in  luch 
cafes  juftice  ftiall  be  done  to  them 
without  lofg  of  time  ;  and  belides 
indemnifying,  each  and  every 
time,  the  party  aggrieved,  and  thu« 
flopped  without  fuihcient  caufe, 
fuH  fatisfadion  (hall  be  given 
to  the  high  contrading  powers, 
for  the  infult  oft'ered  to  their 
flag. 

IV.  In  order  to  proted  officially 
the  general  trade  of  their  refpcc- 
tive  fubjeds,  on  the  fundamental 
principles  aforefaid,  her  Imperial, 
and  his  royal  majefty  have  thought 
pioper,  for  effeding  fuch  purpofe, 

each 
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each  refpeftively  to  fit  out  a  propor- 
tionate rate  of  ilaips  of  war  and  fri- 
gates. The  fquadron  of  each  of 
the  contrading  powers  fiiall  be  rta- 
tioned  in  a  proper  latitude,  and 
fhall  be  employed  in  efcorting  con- 
voys according  to  the  particular  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  navigators  and 
traders  of  each  nation. 

V.  Should  any  of  the  merchant- 
men belonging  to  the  fubjeds  of 
the  contradling  powers,  fail  in  a 
latitude  where  fiiall  be  no  (hips  of 
war  of  their  own  nation,  and  thus 
be  deprived  of  the  protedion  ;  in 
fuch  cafe,  the  commander  of  the 
fquadron  belonging  to  the  other 
friendly  power  fhall,  at  the  requeil 
of  faid  merchantmen,  grant  them 
lincerely,  and  hona  fide,  all  necef- 
fary  aflirtance.  The  (hips  of  war 
and  frigates,  of  either  of  tbe  con- 
tracting powers,  fliall  thus  proteft 
and  afiilt  the  merchantmen  of  the 
other :  provided  neverthelefs,  that 
"Under  the  fanction  of  fuch  required 
sfiiftance  and  proteftion,  no  con- 
traband be  carried  on,  nor  any  pro- 
hiVsited  trade,  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  the  neutrality. 

VI.  The  prefcnt  convention  can- 
not be  uippofed  to  have  any  rela- 
tive effe<fl  ;  that  is  to  extend  to  the 
differences  that  may  have  arifen 
fince  its  being  concluded  :  unlefs 
the  controverfy  fhould  fpring  from 
continual  vexations  which,  might 
tend  to  aggrieve  and  opprefs  all 
the  European  nations. 

Vil.  If,  notwithftanding  the  cau- 
tious and  friendly  care  of  the  con- 
tracting powers,  and  their  fteady 
adherence  to  an  exai^  neutrality, 
the  Ruffian  and  Danifh  merchant- 
r/ien  fliould  happen  to  be  infulted, 
plundered,  or  captured  by  any  of 
the  armed  fhips  or  privateers  be- 
longing to  any  of  the  belligjerent 


powers :  in  fuch  cafe  the  ambafTador 
or  envoy  of  the  aggrieved  party, 
to  the  offending  court,  fnall  claim 
fuch  fliip  or  Ihips,  infilling  on  a 
proper  fatisfaftion,  and  never  ne- 
gleft  to  obtain  a  reparation  for 
the  infult  offered  to  the  flag  of 
his  court.  The  minifter  of  the 
other  contrafting  power  Ihall  at 
the  fame  time,  in  the  moll  effica- 
cious and  vigorous  manner,  defend 
fuch  requifition,  which  fhall  be  fup- 
ported  by  both  paries  with  unani- 
mity. But  in  cafe  of  any  refufal, 
or  even  delay  in  rsdreffing  the  griev- 
ances complained  of;  then  their 
majeflies  will  retalliate  againft  the 
power  that  fhall  thus  refufe  to 
do  them  juilice,  and  immediately 
agree  together  on  the  moit  pro- 
per means  of  making  well-found- 
ed reprif'als. 

VIII.  In  cafe  either  of  the  con- 
trailing  powers,  or  both  at  the 
fame  time,  fhould  be  in  any  man- 
ner aggrieved  or  attacked,  in  con- 
fequtnce  of  the  prefent  conven- 
tion, or  for  any  reafon  relating 
thereto ;  it  is  agreed,  that  both 
powers  will  join,  aft  in  concert  for 
their  mutual  defence,  and  unite 
their  forces  in  order  to  procure  to 
thcmfelves  an  adequate  and  per- 
iz^  fatisfaftion,  both  in  regard  to 
the  infult  put  upon  their  refpedlive 
flags,  and  the  loflTes  fuffered  by 
their  fubjeils. 

IX.  This  convention  Ihall  re- 
main in  force  for  and  during  the 
continuance  of  the  prefent  war ; 
and  the  obligation  enforced  there- 
by, will  ferve  as  the  ground-work 
of  all  treaties  that  may  be  fet  on 
foot  hereafter  :  according  to  future 
occurrences,  and  on  the  breaking 
out  of  any  frefli  maritime  wars 
which  might  unluckily  diflurb  tbe 
trancyiillity    of    Europe.      Mean- 
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while,  all  that  is  hereby  agreed 
upon  ihall  be  deemed  as  binding 
and  permanent,  in  regard  both  to 
mercantile  and  naval  affairs,  and 
fhall  have  the  force  of  law  in  de- 
termining the  rights  of  neutral 
nations. 

X.  The  chief  aim  and  principal 
objeft  of  the  prefent  convention 
being  to  fecure  the  freedom  of 
trade  and  navigation,  the  high 
contradting  powers  have  antece- 
dently agreed,  and  do  engage  to 
give  to  all  other  neutral  powers 
free  leave  to  accede  to  the  prefent 
treaty,  and,  after  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  principles  on 
which  it  refts,  Ihare  equally  in 
the  obligations  and  advantages 
thereof. 

XI.  In  order  that  the  powers, 
now  at  war,  may  not  be  ignorant 
of  the  flrength  and  nature  of  the 
engagements  entered  into  by  the 
two  courts  aforefaid ;  the  high- 
contrafting  parties  {hall  give  no- 
tice, in  the  mod  friendly  manner, 
to  the  belligerent  powers,  of  the 
meafures  by  them  taken  ;  by  which, 
far  from  meaning  any  manner  of 
hoftilicy,  or  caufing  any  lofs  or 
Tnjury  to  other  powers,  their  only 
intention  is  to  proteft  the  trade 
and  navigation  of  their  refpedtive 
fubjedls. 

XII.  This  convention  fhall  be 
ratified  by  the  contrafting  powers, 
and  the  ratifications  interchanged 
between  the  parties  in  due  form, 
within  the  fpacc  of  fix  weeks,  from 
the  day  of  its  being  figned,  or 
even  fooner,  if  poffible.  In  wit- 
nefs  whereof,  and  by  virtue  of  the 
l^ll  powers  granted  us  for  the  pur- 


pofe,  we  have  put  our  hands  and 
feals  to  the  prcVent  treaty. 

Given   at   Copenhagen,   July 
the  19th,   1780. 
(Signed) 
Charles     D'Osten,      called 

SOKEN. 
J.SCHACK   RaTLAU, 

A.  P.  CoMPTE  Bernstorff. 
O.  Thoft. 

H.  ElKSTEDT. 

Acceded  to,  and  figned  by  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  court  of 
Sweden,  at  Peterfburgh,  21ft  of 
July,  1780,  and  by  the  States- 
General  accepted  Nov.  20,  1780, 
and  figned  at  Peterfburgh,  Jan.  5, 
178 1,  with  the  addition  only  of 
article. 

XIII.  If  therefpedlive  fquadrons, 
or  fhips  of  war,  fhould  meet  or 
unite,  to  aft  in  conjunction,  the 
command  in  chief  will  be  regulated 
according  to  what  is  commonly 
pradlifed  between  the  crowned  heads 
and  the  Republic. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of 
Great  Britain  in  Parliament  aj'~ 
fembled  * . 

7he  humble  Petition  of  the  Britijh 
SuhjeSls  rejiding  in  the  Proi'inces  of 
Bengal,  Bahar  and  Oriffa,  and 
their  feeder al  Depcndenciss . 

Sheweth, 
"  '"T^HAT  your  petitioners,  la- 
X.  bouring  under  the  weight 
of  many  and  great  grievances, 
know  not  where  to  apply  for  re- 
lief with  fo  much  propriety  and 
confideace  as  to  the  Commons  cf 
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Great  Britain  in  parliament  aflcm- 
bled,  the  great  guardians  of  the 
liberties  and  properdes  of  Eritilh 
lubjefts. 

"  That  your  petitioners  humbly 
conceive  there  are  certain  rights 
inherent  in  Englifhmen,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  moft  facred  afts  of 
the  legiflature,  which  no  power  on 
earth  can  legally  deprive  them  of, 
where  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  are 
in  force. 

**  That  your  petitioners  obferv- 
ed,  with  the  deepeft  concern  and 
affliftion,  that  at  the  pailing  of  the 
aft  of  the  15th  George  III,  inti- 
tuled, "  An  aft  for  eftablilliing 
"  certain  regulations  for  the  beft 
**  management  of  the  affairs  of 
**  the  Eaft  India  Company,  as  well 
«'  in  India  as  in  Europe  ;"  and 
previous  to  it,  very  erroneous  re- 
ports had  been  propagated,  and  in- 
jurious ideas  entertained,  of  the 
principles  and  praftices  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  fubjefts  refiding  within  thefe 
provinces  ;  from  which  it  was  in- 
ferred, that  they  required  more  ri- 
gorous reliraints  and  coercions  than 
have  been  ufually  impofed  upon 
Englifhmen. 

"  That  your  petitioners,  know- 
ing fuch  reports,  when  applied  to 
the  community,  to  be  void  of  all 
foundaiion  in  truth,  did  flatter 
themfelves  that  time,  better  in- 
formation, and  their  own  loyal 
and  obedient  conduft,  would  have 
convinced  their  enemies,  and  the 
whole  Englifh  nation,  of  the  in- 
juiiice  and  cruelty  of  thefe  fuppo- 
fitions,  and  have  excited  the  known 
candour  of  the  Britifli  Parliament 
to  frame  in  their  wifdom  fuch  or- 
dinances and  regulations  as  were 
better  adapted  to  tiie  real  circum- 
ftances  and  fituation  of  your  pe- 
titioners. 


**  That  your  petitioners  have 
for  feme  years  vainly  flattered 
themfelves  with  this  expeftation, 
and  now  find,  to  their  unfpeak- 
able  forrow,  that  their  dutiful  fub- 
miflion  appears  only  to  have  en- 
couraged the  Juflices  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  to  proceed  ftep  by 
ilep  in  reducing  them  to  the  moft 
grievous  difl:refs,  till  your  petiti- 
oners have  in  faft  been  put  out 
of  the  law  by  a  declaration  from 
the  Bench  on  a  folemn  occafion, 
that  the  aft  of  parliament  above 
recited  was  not  intended  for  the  fe- 
curity  and  proteftion  of  the  whole, 
but  for  the  immediate  proteftion  of 
a  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 
provinces. 

"  That  your  petitioners  humbly 
conceive  that  the  trial  by  Jury,  in 
all  cafes  where  it  can  be  granted,  is 
one  of  thofe  inherent,  unalienable, 
and  indefeafible  rights,  of  which 
neither  time  nor  circumfl:ances  can 
deprive  a  Britifli  fubjeft  living  un- 
der Britifli  laws ;  yet  the  Juflices  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  in 
Bengal  have,  by  the  aftual  or 
afllimed  powers  of  a  charter  grant- 
ed under  an  aft  of  parliament, 
refufed  to  allow  your  petitioners- 
the  benefit  of  this  facred  bulwark 
of  their  freedom,  except  in  cri- 
minal cafes  ;  thereby,  as  your  pe- 
tioners  apprehend,  afting  in  di- 
reft  contradiftion  to  the  late  aft 
of  parliament,  to  the  fundamen- 
tal law  of  the  land,  and  the  Great 

Charter    of    Britifli     liberties. 

This  grievance,  fo  infupportable, 
mufl  come  home  to  the  breaft  of 
every  Englifliman  ;  and  none  will 
feel  it  more  fenfibly  than  the- 
enlightened  Members  of  a  Britifli 
fenate. 

«'  With    all    due   fubmiflion  to 

the    will    of  their    moft    gracious 

Sovereign, 
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Sovereign,  and  with  the  moft  loyal 
and  (incere  aft'edion  for  his  pcrfon, 
family,  and  government,  your  pe- 
titioners humbly  apprehend,  that 
neither  letters  patent,  nor  any 
other  grant,  can  be  valid  if  made 
contrary  to  the  known  law  of  the 
land  :  yet  the  faid  Jullices,  ading 
under  letters  patent,  afflime  a 
power  not  only  to  fine  and  impri- 
lon  your  petitioners,  but  to  decide 
on  all  aftions  for  damages  for  per- 
fonal  wrongs,  both  determining 
the  faft,  and  afieffing  the  damages 
to  any  amount,  at  their  own  dif- 
cretion,  thereby  taking  to  them- 
felves  an  uncontrouled  dominion 
over  the   perfons   and  property   of 


ing,  owing,  as  your  petitioner* 
verily  believe,  to  the  extenfion  of 
the  authority  of  the  court,  afting 
independent  of  the  government, 
to  perfons  and  cafes  where  they 
conceive  it  never  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  hgiflature  to  allow 
them  to  ad :  a  fpirit  of  contempt 
for  its  authority,  and  for  Eu- 
ropeans in  general,  heretofore  un- 
known, diffufing  itfelf  among  the 
natives,  which,  if  not  retrained 
in  due  time,  mull  terminate  in 
difaftcdion  and  refiftance,  and  ul- 
timately occafion  the  dellruclion 
of  the  Britifli  fubjeds  refiding  ia 
thefe  provinces,  and  the  lofs  of 
thefe    valuable    dominions    to    the 


your  petitioners,  to  the  great  fear     crown  of  Great  Britain  for  ever. 


and   imminent  danger  of  all   Bri- 
tilli  fubjeds. 

'*  Your  petitioners  humbly  con- 
ceive, that  in  all  fubjed  llates, 
but  more  efpecialiv  in  one  fo  re- 
mote from  the  feat  of  empire, 
where  the  difproportion  between 
the  governing  power  and  thofe 
governed  is  fo  great  as  to  make 
the  prcfent  fafety  and  future  per- 
manency of  the  dominion  itfelf 
depend  entirely  upon  the  preca- 
rious tie  of  ideal  fuperiority,  that 
all  podible  tenderneis  and  caution 
fhould    be    ufed    to    prevent    that 


"  That  your  petitioners  enter- 
taining the  molt  perfed  convidion 
of  the  truth  of  thefe  obfervations, 
fuggelled  by  the  refiftance  fnewn 
to  the  authority  of  government  in 
various  parts  of  thefe  provinces, 
and  by  the  laie  daring  tumult, 
heretofore  unprecedented,  which 
happened  in  open  day  in  the  ca- 
pital, and  at  the  entrance  of  the 
feat  of  judicature  itl'elf,  offer  them 
with  fubmiiTion  to  your  moft  fc- 
riouS  confideration. 

"  Your  petitioners  have  been 
informed,  and  believe,  thatfjr/o/? 


opinion    being    weakened    or    de-    faSio    and    retrofpedive    laws    arc 


llroyed,  or  the  authority  and  re- 
putation of  the  government  lef- 
fened,  left  the  multitude  fliould 
be  encouraged  to  pat  themfelves 
on  a  level  with  their  rulers,  and 
lofe  that  idea  of  their  fuperior 
power  by  which  alone  they  are 
held  in  fubjedion  ;  but,  to  the 
great  mortification  and  alarm  of 
your  petitioners,  they  fee  the  re- 
fped  and  veneration  which  the 
natives  have  hitherto  manifeHed 
for  the  government  daily  decreaf- 
VoL.  XXIV. 


contrary  to  natural  juftice,  incom- 
patible with  the  laws  of  England, 
and  irreconcileable  to  the  feelings 
of  a  Critilh  parliament,  and  that 
they  are  held  in  abhorrence  by 
the  nation. — That  if  thefe  princi- 
ples are  admitted  in  England, 
and  acknowledged  to  be  produc- 
tive of  the  mod  fatal  confequences, 
they  mull  apply  llill  more  forcibly 
to  a  fubjedcd  country  fituated  at 
the  dillance  of  half  the  globe, 
where  the  manners,  cuPoms,  laws, 
\V\  and 
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and  prejudices  of  the  people  dif- 
fer fo  widely  from  thofe  of  the 
governing  nation.  Your  peti- 
tioners appeal  to  the  humanity  of 
the  Britilh  Parliament  to  refledl 
on  the  innumerable  hardfliips 
which  mult  enfuc,  and  the  uni- 
verfal  confufion  which  muft  be  oc- 
cafioned,  as  well  to  perfonal  rights 
as  to  private  and  public  property, 
by  giving  to  the  voluminous  and 
intricate  laws  of  England  a  bound- 
lefs  and  retrofpeftive  power  in  the 
iriidit  of  Afia,  and  by  an  applica- 
tion of  thofe  laws,  made  for  the 
freelt  and  mod  enlightened  people 
on  earth,  the  principle  of  whofe 
conftitHtion  is  founded  in  virtue 
and  liberty,  to  tranfaifiions  with 
the  natives  of  India,  who  have 
from  time  immemorial  lived  under 
a  defpotic  government,  eilablil'he^ 
on  fear  and  reflraint.  And  your 
petitioners  moll  earneftly  call  upon 
you  to  confider  what  muft  be  the 
tears,  what  muft  be  the  terrors  of 
individuals,  to  find  their  titles  to 
property,  their  tranfaftions  and 
engagements  with  natives,  pre- 
vious to  the  ellablifhment  of  the 
court  of  judicature,  tried  by  the 
Handaj-d  of  Englifn  law,  and  by 
men  educated  urider  its  forms,  and 
unavoidably  imbibing  its  prejudi- 
ces ;  when  no  fuch  laws  could  be 
known  to,  or  praftifed  by,  natives 
or  Europeans,  then  reliding  in 
the  country,  and  at  *  time  too, 
when  few  or  no  perfons  of  a  legal 
knowledge  were  in  the  country  to 
affift  or  advife  them. 

*'  Your  petitioners  humbly  con- 
ceive, that  no  tyranny  can  be 
more  dreadful  in  its  operations, 
or  more  fatal  in  its  confequences, 
than  that  a  court,  eltablifhed  by 
law,  with  all  the  authority  of  one 
of   the    firit    courts    in    England, 


ftiould  alfo  pofTcfs  undefined  powers 
and  juriididion,  of  which  the 
judges  of  it  are  the  fole  interpre- 
ters, and  under  no  controul,  but 
at  the  immenfe  dlilance  of  the 
mother  country  ;  yet  fuch  is  the 
fituation  of  your  petitioners  ;  they 
are  placed  within  the  reach  of  this 
two-edged  weapon,  furrounded 
with  the  toils  and  pitfalls  of  the 
law,  in  a  country  where  perjury 
is  almoil  a  profeffion,  unknowing 
where  they  may  reft  in  fafety  :  for 
the  judges  of  this  court  can,  at 
pleafure,  determine  on  the  deno- 
mination of  a  civil  injury,  the  de- 
gree of  its  criminality,  by  what 
ftatutes  it  fhall  be  tried,  what  pe- 
nalties fhall  be  inflifted,  and  who 
are,  and  who  are  not,  amenable 
to  the  jurifdiclion  of  the  court. 
The  Judges  have  declared  that 
they  are,  by  the  charter  of  juftice, 
empowered  to  moderate  the  laws 
of  England  by  the  cuftoms  of  this 
country ;  but  their  information 
refpeding  thefe  cuftom?,  can  only 
be  obtained  from  fuch  witncfl'es  as 
appear  before  them,  and  it  is  in 
the  breafts  of  the  Judges  to  admit 
or  reje£t  what  evidence  they  pleafe. 
This  power  has  filled  your  peti- 
tioners with  the  utmoft  terror  and 
difmay.  If  it  had  remained  with 
a  body  of  jurors,  acquainted 
with  the  language  of  the  natives, 
informed  as  to  their  cuftoms,  and 
bound  by  oath  to  decide  with 
truth  and  juftice,  there  would 
have  exifted  no  foundation  for 
either. 

'•  Your  petitioners  perceived, 
with  heart-felt  fatisfaftion,  that 
the  faid  aft  had  provided  fome 
barrier  againft  opprefiion,  by  au- 
thorifing  an  appeal  from  the  de- 
crees of  the  Supren^e  Court  to  his 
Majefty  ia  Council,  which  his 
Majeft/ 


STATE      I 

Majcily  has  alfo  been  mofl  gra- 
ciouily  pleafed  to  recognize  in  h':s 
charter  of  juftice  ;  but  the  hopes 
of  relief  raifed  upon  this  founda- 
tion, vanifhed  from  before  us, 
when  your  petitioners  found  that 
the  judges  of  the  court  had  not 
only  taken  upon  themfelves  to 
make  and  alter  the  rules  of  it, 
but  that  they  could  receive  or  re- 
fufe  what  evidence  they  thought 
proper,  and  that  the  appeal  could 
only  be  heard  under  thsfe  rules, 
and  upon  the  evidence  recorded 
during  the  trial.  Removed  at 
fuch  a  vaft  diftance  from  the  tri- 
bunal of  juftice,  before  an  unjull 
or  illegal  fentence  could  be  re- 
verfed,  the  fuiFerer  might  f;ill  a 
viiflim  to  penury,  or  perilh  by  im- 
prifonment.  But  from  an  appeal 
under  fuch  circumftances,  what 
redrefs  can  your  petitioners  ob- 
tain ? 

"  Your  petitioners  entertain  all 
the  becoming  refpe6l  for  the  au- 
thority of  the  charter  of  juftice, 
and  the  utmoft  reverence  for  their 
Sovereign,  whofe  landion  it  has 
received;  yet  they  cannot  but  ob- 
ferve,  that  by  the  powers  dele- 
gated in  this  charter,  men  are 
conftitutcd  the  judges  of  their  own 
ads,  which  appear  to  your  peti- 
tioners highly  improper  and  in- 
confiltent.  For  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  Calcutta  are 
empowered  to  lit  alfo  as  a  Court 
of  Chancery,  and  in  this  capacity 
to  revife,  corredt,  refcind,  or  con- 
firm deeifions  pafled  by  themfeUes, 
whilft  a^lling  as  judges  in  a  court 
ol  law  :  and  by  another  part  of 
their  inftitution,  they  polTefs  the 
power,  and  they  alone,  of  ft.*ving 
execution  in  criminal  cofes  till  his 
majcfty's  pleafure  be  known. 

*'  There   is  a   principle  in  hu- 
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man  nature  which  inevitably  im- 
prelTes  a  bias  upon  the  mind  in 
favour  of  its  ow'n  decilions ;  and 
experience  has  decided,  that  rea- 
fon  and  philofophy  are  too  weak 
to  reftriiiil  it  :  but  in  all  well-re- 
gulated communities,  when  the 
confequence  of  any  principle  is 
forefeen,  or.  found  to  be  fatal,  the 
wifdom  of  the  leiriHature  inter- 
pofes  to  check  its  operation.  Your 
petitioners  ha\  e  the  mofl:  perfeft 
convidion,  that  the  pollible  evils 
of  this  power  did  not  occur  to 
their  mort  merciful  Sovereign, 
when  his  approbation  was  confer- 
red on  the  charter  of  juftice,  and 
that  they  require  only  to  be  pointed 
out  to  enfure  redrels. 

"  Your  petitioners,  with  all  de- 
ference, conceive  that  there  mull 
be  {ome  fundamental  error  in  that 
inftitution,  which  requires  a  more 
than  ordinary  degree  of  temper, 
ability,  and  iniegrity,  to  carry  its 
purpofes  into  execution  ;  and  they 
do  not  helitate  to  declare,  that  to 
adminiiler  the  power  appertaining 
to  the  inftitution  of  the  Supreme 
Court  v\ithout  extenfive  public 
detriment,  and  partial  ads  of, pri- 
vate feverity  and  injuftice,  (if  it 
be  pofTible  at  all)  requires  more 
equity  and  moderation,  difcern- 
ment  and  enlightened  abilities, 
than  they  can  h6pe  to  find  in  any 
men.  To  whnt  extent  the  judges 
of  his  majefty's  court  may  poffefs 
tliole  qualitie.'-,  your  petitioners  do 
not  pretend  to  decide,  and  ftill 
lefs  to  aflert  that  they  do  not  pof- 
fefs them  at  all  ;  but  they  com- 
plain of  the  jurifdidicn,  of  the 
uncontrouled,  unlimited  powers, 
with  which  the  court  is  vefted,  and 
with  the  execution  of  which  no 
men  are  to  be  trultcd. 

'♦  Your  petitioners  can  bear 
[£/]  z  dillref* 
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diflrefs  like  men,  but  they  mull 
alfo  feel  like  men,  and  fpealc  thefe 
feelings  like  Englifhmen.  If  the 
language  of  complaint  is  warm, 
let  it  be  attributed  to  the  dread  of 
future  injuries,  from  a  keen  fenfi- 
bility  of  what  is  paft.  Your  pe- 
titioners claim  a  trial  by  jury  as 
their  birth-right ;  and  they  foliclt 
to  be  relieved  from  the  other  great 
grievances  they  labour  under.  To 
a  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons  they 
appeal,  with  the  firmeft  reliance 
on  its  wifdom,  juftice,  and  huma- 
city ;  and  in  appealing  to  luch  a 
tribunal,  they  perceive  their  ap- 
prchenfions  yield  to  the  moll  flat- 
tering hopes  of  a  fpeedy  redrefs. 

"  Your  petitioners  therefore 
humbly  pray,  that  you  will  be 
pleafed  to  take  into  confideeation 
the  following  requefts — 

*'  To  grant  a  trial  by  jury  in 
all  cafes  where  it  is  by  law  ella- 
blilhed  io  England. 

"  To  limit  the  retrofpeftive 
powers  of  the  court  to  the  time  of 
its  eflablifhment  in  Bengal. 

"  To  define,  beyond  the  power 
of  difcretional  dliHnflion,  the  per- 
fons  who  are  and  who  are  not  ame- 
nable to  the  jurifdidlion  of  the 
court. 

*'  To  declare  what  fta'utes  Ihall, 
and  what  ftatutes  Hull  not  be  in 
force  in  Bengal. 

*•  To  direft  and  circumfcribe 
the  power  of  the  court  in  the  ad- 
mifllon  and  rejeftion  of  evidence, 
fo  as  that  all  rejecled  evidence  may 
accompany  the  appeal  by  way  of 
affidavit  or  otherwife. 

"  To  appoint  dillinft  and  fepa- 
rate  judges  for  the  law  and  equity 
fides  of  the  court. 

"  To  reliore  the  ancient  and 
conllitutional  power  of  hearing  ap- 
peals in   the  firll  inllance,   to  the 


fupreme  authority  in  this  govern- 
ment, formerly  veiled  in  the  pre- 
fident  and  council,  and  now  veiled 
in  the  governor-general  and  coun- 
cil. 

*'  To  lodge  a  power  of  flaying 
executions  in  criminal  cafes,  till 
his  majefty's  pleafure  be  known, 
in  the  governor-general  and  coun- 
cil. 

And  your  petitioners  (hall  ever 
pray." 

Calcutta  in  Bengal,  Feb.  z6,  I'J'jg. 

Signed  by  Jix  hundred  and  forty -feven 

^erfons. 


Petition  of  the  Jeivs  at  St.  Eufta- 
tius  to  Admiral  Rodney  and  Ge- 
neral Vaughan. 

To  their  Excellencies,  the  Command- 
ing Ojjicers  in  Chief  of  his  Bri- 
tannic Majejly^s  Army  and  Nanjy 
in  the  Welt  Indies, 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellencies, 

TO  permit  us  in  the  name  and 
on  the  behalf  of  ourfelves  and 
others  of  the  people  of  the  Hebrew 
nation,  refidents  in  the  ifland  of 
Saint  Eullatius,  humbly  to  ap- 
proach your  excellencies,  and  with 
heartfelt  anguiih,  to  lay  our  grie- 
vances before  you,  and  fay  :  that 
it  was  with  the  utmoft  concern  and 
aftonifhment,  we  have  already,  not 
only  received  your  excellencies  af- 
fliding  order  and  fentence,  to  give 
up  the  keys  of  our  llcres  with  an 
inventory  thereof,  and  of  our 
houfehold  plate  and  furniture,  and 
to  hold  ourfelves  in  readinefs  to 
depart  this  ifland,  ignorant  of  our 
dellination,  and  leaving  our  be- 
loved wives  and  helplefs  children 
behind  us,  and  cur  property   and 

efFefts 
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effefls  liable  to  feizure  and  con- 
iifcation  ;  but  alfo  find,  that  thefe 
orders  are  for  the  major  part  car- 
ried into  execution,  a  number  of 
our  brethren  having,  on  Tueiday 
the  thirteenth  inftant,  been  fent  on 
board  a  fhip,  and  have  not  fince 
been  heard  of.  Such  unexpeded 
orders  as  thefe  from  Eritifh  com- 
manders, whofe  principal  charac- 
terilHc  is  "  mercy  and  humanity," 
have  not  only  been  produftive  of 
the  moft  horrid  and  melancholy 
fcenes  of  diftrefs  and  confuiion, 
that  ever  Britifti  eyes  beheld  un- 
der the  fatal  confequences  of  a 
rigid  war,  but  numbers  of  families 
are  now  helplefs,  difconfolate,  and 
in  an  abfolute  ftate  of  indigence 
and  defpair. 

Unconfcious  of  deferving  fo  fe- 
vers a  treatment,  we  flatter  our- 
felyes  that  your  excellencies  will  be 
pleafed  to  hear  this  our  humble 
petition,  and  not  involve  in  one 
complicated  fcene  of  dillrefs  and 
mifery,  our  helplefs  women  and  in- 
nocent babes ;  confidently  relying 
upon,  and  earneftly  hoping  thar, 
through  your  excellencies  juilice 
and  humanity,  we  iliall  not  fup- 
plicate  in  vain. 

It  is  the  peculiar  happinefs  of 
thofe  who  live  under  a  Britifli  con- 
flitution,  to  be  indulged  with  their 
'  own  fentiments  in  matters  of  reli- 
gion,, when  thefe  principles  of  re- 
ligion are  not  incompatible  with, 
or  fubverfive  of  the  conHitution  in 
church  or  ftate  ;  and  it  is  the  pe- 
culiar happinefs  of  the  Hebrew 
nation  to  fay,  that  their  religion 
teaches  peace  and  obedience  to  the 
government  under  which  they  live  : 
and  when  civil  diffentions  have 
threatened  to  fub^'ert  the  conftitu- 
tion,  the  Hebrew  nation  have  ever 
prcferved  a    peaceful   demeanour, 


with  true  loyalty  to  the  King,  and 
a  firm  and  fteady  attachment  to  the 
laws  and  conftitution. 

For  what  reafon,  or  from  what 
motive  we  are  to  be  banilhed  this 
ifland,  we  are  at  a  lofs  to  account. 
— If  any  among  us  have  commit- 
ted a  crime  lor  which  they,  are 
punifliable,  we  humbly  beg  thofe 
crimes  may  be  pointed  out,  and 
that  fuch  perions  may  be  purged 
from  among  us.  ■  But  if  nothing 
can  be  alledged  agaiuil  us  but  the 
religion  of  our  forefathers,  we 
hope  that  will  not  be  confidered 
a  crime ;  or  that  a  religion,  which 
preaches  peace,  and  recommends 
obedience  to  government,  fhould 
point  out  its  fetlaries  as  objects  of 
your  excellencies  rigour,  and  merit 
exclufion  from  a  Britifh  ifland, 
by  the  exprefs  orders  of  Britifh 
commanders.  A  moment's  reflec- 
tion mull  difcountenance  the  idea, 
and  leave  us  in  perfedl  confidence 
of  your  excellencies  favourable 
anfwer. 

Permit  us  then  to  afTure  your  ex- 
cellencies, that  we  ever  have,  and 
llill  are  willing,-  to  give  every  con- 
fcientious  teflimony  of  obedience  to 
govern'Tient  ;  and  thofe  of  us  ia 
particular,  who  claim  to  be  natural- 
bi  rn  lubjedts  of  Great  Britain,  moll 
humbly  intreat  your  excellencies  foi 
order  us  before  you,  or  before  fuch 
perfon  or  perfons  as  your  excellen- 
cies fhall  pleafe  to  appoint,  there 
to  prove  our  loyalty  and  fidelity, 
and  to  repeat  and  take  our  oaths 
of  allcgi  nee. 

May  the  God  of  all  mercies  in- 
cline your  hearts  to  lillen  to  the 
prayers  and  fupplications  of  your 
petitioners,  and  in  this  confidence, 
we  humbly  iubmit  ourlelves  to  your 
cxcelleucles  determination,  hoping 
that  you  will  pardon  us  for  the  in- 
[U]  ^  iiufion 
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trufjon  of  this  addrefs  ;  and  that 
tHrough  your  exxellencies  lenity 
and  humanity,  your  excellencies 
will  be  pleafcd  to  grant  us  fuch 
favourable  terms,  as  you  in  your 
judgment  and  wifdom  fhall  think 
mofl  advantageous  to  his  majefty's 
interell,  and  the  honour  and  glory 
of  his  fuccefsful  arms. 

And  your  petitioners,   as  in  duty 
bound,  will  ever  pray,  Sec. 
Saint  EiiJ} alius y  Feb.  i6,  178 1. 


Memorial  from  the  E??ipre/s  o/"Ru{Iia, 
to  the  States  -  Getter  a! .  Hague, 
March  3,  1781. 

HI  S  Excellency  Prince  Gal- 
litzin.  Envoy  Extraordinary 
from  Ruflia,  held  a  conference  on 
the  firit  inftant,  with  the  Prefident 
of  the  States  -  General,  and  pre- 
fented  the  following  memorial  from 
the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia  : 

'  High  and  Mighty  Lords  ! 
'  No  fooner  had  her  Imperial 
anajefty  been  informed  of  the  Bri- 
tiili  ambafiador's  fudden  departure 
from  the  Hague  ;  than,  without 
waiting  for  any  further  explana- 
tion, guided  only  by  the  friend- 
fhip  and  good-will  (he  bears  to  the 
two  contending  powers,  and  awak- 
ened by  the  alarming  tendency  of 
a  meafure  fo  detrimental  to  their 
mutual  welfare  and  tranquillity, 
fhe  dire(5led  her  minifter  in  Lon- 
don to  make  the  moft  earneft  re- 
prefentations  to  that  court,  to 
prevent,  if  poflible,  the  matter 
being  carried  to  any  extremity, 
and  to  recommend  the  molt  conci- 
liating meafures  ;  offering  at  the 
fame  tinr.e  to  promote  them  as  far 
as  was  in  her  power.  Although 
her  majcily  has  not  yet  heard  of 
any  anfvver  from    the  faid  court. 
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Ihe  has  fome  reafon  to  think  that 
the  overtures  made;  by  her  have 
been  favourably  received.  In  con- 
fequence  whereof,  her  Imperial 
majelly  does  not  hefitate  to  give  a 
frelh  proof  of  her  good  intentions 
for  bringing  about  a  reconciliation 
between  the  two  povver?,  whom  fhe 
equally  fupports,  and  who  have 
lived  fo  long  in  that  natural  and 
perfeft  harmony  which  beft  fuits 
their  refpedlive  interefls,  by  of- 
fering them,  in  form,  her  fervices 
and  mediation,  for  the  purpofe  of 
putting  an  end  to  that  difcord  and 
war  whiah  has  lately  broke  out 
between  them. 

While  Monfieur  de  Simolin,  her 
Imperial  majefty's  minifter  at  the 
Court  of  London,  is  fulfilling  her 
commands  on  this  head  ;  the  un- 
derwritten has  the  honour  to  ac- 
quit himfelf  of  the  fame  tafk'ft'ere 
with  their  High  MightinefTes,  and 
to  afiiare  them  of  the  zeal  and  rca- 
dinefs  he  wifhes  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  difplay,  in  forwarding 
the  defirable  work  of  reftoring  the 
faid  ftates  to  their  wonted  peace 
and  tranquillity.  That  difintereftcd- 
nefs,  impartiality,  and  benevolence, 
which  have  hitherto  ftamped  every 
adion  of  her  Imperial  majefty,  are 
equally  confpicuous  in  the  prefent 
inftance. 

The  wifdom  and  prudence  of 
your  High  Mightineffes  will  eafily 
diftinguifti  thofe  facred  charadler- 
iftics,  and  didlate  the  anfwer  which 
the  underwritten  fliall  tranfmit  to 
his  Imperial  miftrefs,  as  a  proof 
of  his  having  executed  her  com- 
mands. 

[Signed] 
Le  Prince  de  Gallitzin.* 
Hague,  March  I,   1 781. 

Hague,  March  7.  Their  noble 
and  great  Mightinefles,  the  ftates 

of 
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of  Holland  and  Weft  Friefland, 
having  examined  the  above  me- 
morial, have  accepted  of  the  me- 
diation offered  by  the  Emprefs  of 
Kudia. 


Memorial  of  the  States-General,  to  the 
Court  of  Stcckholm. 
Stockholm,  March  6,  1 78 1. 

Bnron  Van  Lynden,  Envoy  extraor- 
dinary from  the  States-General  of 
the  United  Provinces  at  this  Court, 
has  lately  held  a  Conference  ^aath 
Count  Ulrich  Schielier,  Minijler 
and  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
foreign  Department,  to  ivhom  he 
delivered  the  following  Memo- 
rial. 

THE  underwritten  envoy  ex- 
traordinary from  their  High 
Mightineffes  the  States  General  of 
the  United  Provinces,  to  his  ma- 
jefty  the  King  of  Sweden,  in  pur- 
iuance  of  an  exprefs  order  from  his 
mafters,  has  the  honour  to  propofe 
to  his  Swedilh  Majefty, 

That  their  High  MightinefTes 
having  acceded,  by  their  refolu- 
tion  of  the  20th  of  November, 
1780,  to  the  treaty  of  armed  neu- 
trality, in  conformity  to  the  in- 
vitation of  the  northern  powers  ; 
and  placing  the  moft  perfedl  con- 
fidence in  the  power,  magnanimi- 
ty, and  fidelity  of  their  imperial 
and  royal  majefties,  for  the  fulfil- 
ling ot  their  engagements,  and  the 
maintaining  of  their  dignity,  by 
accompliftiing  a  work  fo  glcrioufly 
undertaken,  namely,  the  liberty  of 
the  feas,  and  freedom  of  naviga- 
tion for  all  neutral  nations,  were 
not  deterred  by  the  conlideration 
of  the  confequences,  which  that 
acceffion  and  declaration  might  be 
productive  of  to  tiie  Republic,  from 


the  part  of  the  belligerent  powers. 
But  their  High  Mightincfles  have 
declared  in  favour  of  this  acccilioa 
and  declaration,  in  relying  impli- 
citly on  the  fentimcnts  of  their 
imperial  and  royal  niajeities,  whom 
they  alfo  acquainted  in  due  time, 
of  the  meafures  taken  in  confe- 
quence  thereof. 

That  the  event  has  alfo  juftified 
their  requifition,  in  regard  to  the 
Britifh  court;  fince  the  minifter  of 
the  latter,  after  his  fruitlefs  endea- 
vours to  thwart  the  accelTion  to  the 
alliance,    took    the   refolution,    on 
the   firft    notice   he    had  of  it,    to 
fpeak    in   a   ftrain    truly   unprece- 
dented,  and    ill  fuited  to  the  mu- 
tual  regard    which    the   refpeftivc 
fovereigns  owe  to  each  other  :  with- 
out  fo   much   as    granting    to   the 
Republic   a  fufficient  time  to  con- 
fider  on  the   matter,  according  to 
the  political   fyftem  of  the  Repub- 
lic, which  his  Britannic  majefty  is 
fully  acquainted   with  ;    the   Eng- 
lish miniiler   infifted,   neverthelels, 
upon     an    immediate    and    fpeedy 
fatisfaclion,  and  the  punilhment  of 
a  pretended  offence,   occafioned  by 
the  difcovery  of  a  negociacion   with 
North    y^merica,    without    receiv- 
ing, as   an   ample  fatisfaftion,  the 
provifional  anfwer,  nor  the  formal 
difavowal   of   their    High    iVIighti- 
neffcs  of  a   negociation,   of  which 
(as  acknowledged  even  by  his  Bri- 
tannic majefty)    they    had  not  the 
leaft  ftiare,  or  knowledge  :  of  a  ne- 
gociation,   relating   to    a    pretend- 
ed   treaty,   which,    in   itfelf,    fuffi- 
ciently    denotes,    from    its    terms, 
only    the    fketch    of   an    eventual 
treaty  entered  into  by  private  per- 
fons,    without    being   formally   au- 
thorifed    thereto    by    the    body   of 
the  magiftrates  of  Amfterftam,  or 
by    the    ftates   of  the   province  of 
[U]  +  Holland. 
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Holland,  and  much  Icfs  by  the 
States  General,  yvhofe  members 
are  alone  authorifed  to  eiuer  into 
engagements  in  the  name  of  the 
Republic. 

The  Britifh  raiuiiler  went  even 
fo  far  as  to  refufe  noticing  the  re- 
folution,  by  wjiich  the  province  of 
Holland  (the  only  one  concerned) 
was  required  to  deliberate,  how 
far  the  laws  of  the  country  might 
give  authority  to  profecute  the  per- 
lons  accufed,  and  punilli  thera  ;  a 
formality,  without  which  no  pu- 
r.iihment  can  be  iniiifted,  neither 
in  England  nor  in  this  B.epublic, 
or  any  other  country.  Nay,  the 
faid  minifter  went  fq  far  as  to 
threaten,  that  in  cafe  of  a  refufal, 
his  fovereign  v/ould  adopt  fuch 
means,  as  to  procure  himfelf  that 
fatisfa£tion.  It  was,  at  the  fame 
time,  refolved  to  attack  the  Re- 
public by  Jurprize,  and  iq  far 
haftcn  the  meafures  taken  to  be- 
gin hoftilities,  that  Lord  Stormont, 
making  ufe  of  vain  pretences,  v/ould 
not  fo  much  as  accept  'from  Count 
Welderen  the  aforefaid  declara- 
tion ;  and  anfvvered,  under  his 
hand,  **  That  he  (Stormont)  could 
no  longer  look  upon  him  as  the 
miniller  of  a  friendly  power,  after 
having  officially  acquainted  him  of 
his  king's  manifefto  :"  vvhilll:  this 
very  manifefto  (and  this  fliould 
be  noted)  was  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  Count  Welderen,  only 
an  hour  before  the  time  appointed 
by  Lord  Stormont,  the  preceding 
day,  for  giving  him  audience. 
That,  moreover,  although  no  men- 
tion is  made  in  the  manifefto  al* 
iuded  to,  of  the  Republic  acced- 
ing to  the  treaty  of  the  armed 
neutrality  (l^'hich  it.  vv-s  of  the 
utmofl:  importance  to  pafs  over  in 
fihnce)     it     nevcrthclefs     appears 


clearly,  to  the  penetrating  eye  of 
your  majefly,  as  well  a;,  to  all  Eu- 
rope, if  the  whole  proceedings  are 
attended  to,  and  the  lime  and 
manner  jji  uhxch  the  maniteilo  was 
pubiifhed,  that  the  hatred,  occa- 
fioned  by  the  Republic  acceding  to 
the  confederation  of  armed  neu- 
trality, is  the  trujS  motive  of  his 
Eriiifli  majerty's  refentment,  and 
the  only  one  that  could  excite  hirn 
to  an  open  attack  agalnlt  the  Re- 
public, by  feizing,  at  once,  upon 
a  great  number  of  Dutch  mer- 
chantmen, and  fome  fhips  of  war. 
Befides,  that  the  aforeiaid  mani- 
fefto, known  to  your  majefty,  luf- 
ficiently  difplays  the  cauie  oi  Eng- 
land's difpleafure  ;  the  more  fo  as 
amongft  the  pretences  made  ufe 
of  to  varnifli  over  the  hollilities 
againft  the  Republic,  it  is  faid, 
that  it  had  taken  a  neutral  part : 
without  the  cabinet  of  St.  James's 
deigning  to  obferve,  that  fuch  an- 
fwer  was  infulting  to  the  neutral 
powers,  who  are  perfeQIy  ac- 
quainted with  the  treaties  how  in 
force  between  England  and  the 
Republic  ;  and  that  the  lattgr 
could  not  be  charged  with  an  in- 
tention of  entering  into  an  alliance 
wiih  a  power  not  lawfully  neuter 
in  the  prefent  contert,  and  with- 
out ohierving  that  this  liberty  of 
negociating  had  been  put  beyond 
ail  doubt,  by  England  iifelf ;  hnce, 
by  fufpending,  in  April,  178c,  the 
effods  of  the  treaty  pafled  in 
1674,  the  Englifli  have  manifeft- 
cd  their  intent  of  looking  hence- 
forth upon  the  Republic  as  a  neu- 
tral power,  no  ways  privileged  by 
any  treaty. 

That,  for  the  reafons  here  above 
mentioned,  the  animofity  of  Great 
Britain    appears  Hill  more   confpi- 
cuous,   from   the   ill -grounded   re- 
proach 
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proach  contained  in   the  faid  ma- 
nirello  againft  this   Republic,  that 
their   High    Mightinefies   iiad   en- 
couraged the  exportation  of  naval 
ilores   tor    France,    by    fuipending 
the  ufual   uuties  on  thofe  commo- 
dities, whilll  it  is  known  to  all  the 
world,  that  fuch   a   fufpenfion   has 
never    uiken   place,    and   that    the 
Republic  had  a  right  to  export  thofe 
commodides,    not    only    agreeably 
to  the  treaty  in  1674,  buc  alfo  in 
conformity  to  the   principles  laid 
down  by  the  neutral  powers  in  the 
convention    of    armed     neutrality. 
That    confequently     it    would    be 
needkfs    to  enter  any  farther  into 
the  merits  of  the   faid   manifefto  ; 
as   his  Swedish   majefty   has   it   in 
his  power  to  appreciate  himfelf  its 
value,     and    mull,    moreover,    be 
fully    perfuaded   that    the    line    of 
conduct    purfued    by    their    High 
MightinelTes   fince    the    beginning 
of  the   troubles   with   America,  is 
an   evident  proof,  that    they  have 
never    favoured    or    countenanced 
the  revolted  colonies  ;  witnefs  the 
many     partial     condefcenfions     in 
favour    of    England,    which    were 
merely   gratuitous   on  the    part   of 
their   High   Mightinefles,    by   cir- 
cumfcribing  the  trade  within  their 
own  colonies  ;  by  refuiing  to  grant 
the  protection  of  their  convoys  to 
veffeis  laden  with  (hip  timber  ;  and 
by   recalling   the    Governor  of  St. 
Euftatia  on  fome  ill-grounded  com- 
plaints of  theBritilh  miniftry:  con- 
defcenfions   which    have    been    re- 
warded by   the  attack  and  fcizure 
of  the  convoy   of  Count  Byland  ; 
by  a  violation  of  the  territories  of 
this  Republic,   and  by   the  taking 
by    force    fome    American    veflels 
from   under    the   very    batteries  of 
the  ifland  of  St.  Martin. 

That    their   High    Mightineffcs 


having   thus  faithfully   adhered    to 
the  fyilera  of  moderation,  it  is  evi- 
dent  that    ilie    refentment    of   his 
Britannic     majefty    ariies     merely 
from   their  acceHion  to    the   treaty 
of   armed    neutrality  ;     and    that, 
confequently,     their   High    Migh- 
tinefTes     are     fully    authorifed     to 
claim  the  performance  of  the  con- 
ditions   ftipulated    in   the    articles 
Vli.  VIIJ.  and  IX.  of  the   treaty 
of  armed    neutrality,    which  form 
the  bafis  of  that  union  and  alliance 
contrafted  between    their   imperial 
and   royal  majellies   and    the   Re- 
public.    That  therefore  no  obfta- 
cles  can  hinder  or  delay  the  fulfil- 
ling of  the  engagements  contracted 
by    virtue  of   the   faid   confedera- 
tion, of  which  the  Republic  ought 
to  be  confidered  as  a  member  from 
the   very   moment   in    which    their 
High  Mightinefles  acceded  to  the 
fame    refolution     at    the    Hague  ; 
and   difpatched    their     declaration, 
in  conformity  to   the  faid  acceflion 
and  convention,  to  the  belligerent 
powers. 

That  if  their  High  Mightinefles 
had  to  complain  only  of  a  fingle  aft 
of  offence,  or  an  attack  committed 
againll  them,  which  was  likely  to 
be  redrefl"ed  by  the  friendly  inter- 
pofition  of  their  allies,  they  would 
have  claimed  their  intervention  ra- 
ther than  have  recourle  to  arms; 
but  as  their  High  Mightincfl"es  find 
themfelves  actually  and  fuddenly 
attacked  in  an  hollile  manner  by 
his  Britannic  majefty,  in  confe- 
quence  of,  and  from  mere  relent- 
ment  of  the  above  mentioned  al- 
liance, they  find  themfelves  under 
the  necellity  of  repelling  force  by 
force,  and  to  return  hoftilities  for 
hollilities  ;  being  fully  perfuaded 
that  the  allied  powers  will  not  he- 
fitate  to  make  this  their  common 

caufc. 
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ca^re,  ar.d  to  procure  to  their  Re- 
public clue  fatisfadflion  and  indeni- 
uity  for  the  lofi'es  occalioned  by  an 
attack  equally  unjuil  and  violent ; 
and  that  the  laid  powers  will 
moreover,  in  conjunction  with  the 
States  General,  take  fuch  farther 
mcaiures,  as  the  exigencies  of  the 
prelent  circumftances  may  require. 
This  their  High  Mightineiles  foli- 
cit  with  great  earneltneis,  and  rely 
upon  it  with  fo  much  more  confi- 
dence, as  they  are  firmly  perfuad- 
cd,  that  the  generous  and  equita- 
ble leBtiments,  which  adluate  their 
imperial  and  royal  majeHies,  will 
not  lufFer  them  to  let  the  Republic 
fall  a  viftim  to  a  fyitem  of  politics, 
not  Icfs  glorious  than  founded  in 
equity,  and  eftibliHied  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  the  rights  of  neutral  na- 
tions ;  and  efpecially  as  the  Re- 
public, if  left  fingly  expofed  to 
the  iniquitous  and  violent  attacks 
of  England,  would  hardly  be  able 
to  cops  with  that  overbearing  pow- 
er, and  thus  run  the  hazard  of  be- 
coming totally  ufelefs  to  the  faid 
coniederation. 

For  thcfe  reafons,  the  under- 
written envoy  extraordinary,  in- 
fiRlng  on  the  motives  urged  here 
above,  and  fully  perfuaded  that 
the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  fio-n- 
ed  at  Peterfburgh,  will  take  place 
as  foon  as  poiTible,  has  the  ho- 
nour, in  the  name  and  by  exprefs 
order  of  his  mailers,  to  claim  the 
performance  of  the  engagements 
Ilipuiated  in  the  Articles  VII. 
VIII.  and  IX.  of  the  faid  treaty, 
pnd  to  require,  in  virtue  thereof, 
a  fpeedy  and  adequate  affilimce 
from  his  Svvedifh  majefty,  whofe 
noble  and  equitable  fentiments, 
acknowledged  by  all  Eurt^e,  will 
ftOt  perniit    him    to   abandon    the 


complete  ertabliniment  of  a  fyftem 
worthy  the  highell  praife. 

The  friendlhip  and  afTt-i'ilion  of 
your  maielly  towards  their  High 
Mightinffl'es,  leave  them  no  doubt 
of  your  majclly's  willingly  grant- 
ing the  affillance  which  they  now 
claim,  and  alfo  promife  to  the 
underwritten  envoy  a  fpeedy  and 
fatisfa(flory  anfwer,  which  he  fo- 
licits  the  more  anxioufly,  as  every 
moment's  delay  may  be  attended 
with  heavy  and  irreparable  lolies 
to  the  Republic. 

(Signed) 

D.  W.   V^AN   LVNDEN. 

Stoclhchny  February  28,  17B1/ 


Hh  Majejly'' s  Speech  on  chjlng  the 
SeJ/io}i  of  Parliament,  July  18, 
1781. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

ALTHOUGH  the  bufinefs  of 
this  feffion  has  required  a 
longer  attendance  than  may  have 
been  confiftent  with  your  private 
convenience,  yet  I  am  perfuaded 
that  you  look  back  with  fatisfac- 
tion  on  the  time  you  have  employ- 
ed in  a  faithful  difcharge  of  your 
duty  to  your  country,  in  the  pre- 
fent  arduous  and  critical  ftate  of 
public  affairs. 

I  cannot  let  you  depart  into 
your  refpedlive  counties,  without 
alluring  you  of  my  entire  appro- 
bation of  your  condudt,  and  of  my 
perfed  confidence  in  the  loyalty 
and  good  afl'eftions  of  this  parlia- 
ment. 

The  zeal  and  ardour  which  you 
have  fhown  for  the  honour  of  my 
crown  ;  your  firm  and  Heady  fup- 
port  of  a  jull  caufe,  and  the  great 
efforts  you  have  made  to  enable  me 

■    to 


STATE      PAPERS. 


[315 


to  furmount  all  the  difficulties  of 
this  extenfive  and  complicated 
war,  mull  convince  the  world  that 
the  ancient  fpirit  of  the  Britilh 
nation  is  not  abated  or  dimi- 
nifhcd. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  difficulties, 
you  have  formed  regulations  for  the 
better  managf;ment  and  improve- 
ment of  the  revenue  ;  you  have  gi- 
"ven  additional  ftrength  and  liability 
to  public  credit  ;  and  yi)ur  delibe- 
rations on  the  affairs  of  the  Eall 
India  Company,  have  terminated  in 
fuch  meafures  as  will,  I  truft,  pro- 
duce great  and  efiential  advantages 
to  my  kingdoms. 

I  have  obferved,  with  much  fa- 
tisfailion,  that  during  the  courfe  of 
that  important  bufinefs,  your  atten- 
tion was  not  more  anxioufly  direfted 
to  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
the  territorial  acquifitions,  than  to 
the  happinefs  and  comfort  of  the 
inhabitants  of  thofe  remote  pro- 
vinces. 

Whatever  may  remain  to  be  done 
for  fecuring  thofe  valuable  poflef- 
iions,  and  tor  reftraining  the  abufcs 
to  which  they  are  peculiarly  liable, 
you  will,  1  doubt  not,  proceed  to 
provide  for  at  your  next  meeting, 
with  the  fame  wifdom  and  temper 
that  have  governed  your  late  pro- 
ceedings and  enquiries. 

Gentlemen   of    the   Houfe   of 
Commons, 

My  paiticular  thanks  are  due  to 
you  for  the  ample  provifion  you 
have  made  for  the  fervice  of  the 
current  year.  I  fee  with  great 
pleafure,  that  you  have  had  it  in 
your  power  to  apply  fo  large  a  fum 
to  the  di (charge  of  the  debt  of  the 
pavy,  and  that  the  fupplies  which 
you  have  granted  have  been  railed 
jn  a  maancr  the  leaft  burthenfonie 


to  the  property  and  induflry  of  my 
faithful  people. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

While  1  lament  the  continuance 
of  the  prefent  troubles,  and  the  ex- 
tenfion  of  the  war,  I  have  the 
confcioas  fatisfadtion  to  relied,  that 
the  coi;ftant  aim  of  all  my  councils 
has  been  to  bring  back  my  deluded 
fubjefls  in  America,  to  the  happi- 
nefs and  liberty  they  formerly  en- 
joyed, and  to  lee  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe  reftored. 

To  defend  the  dominions,  and 
to  maintain  the  rights  c'"  this  coun- 
try, was,  on  my  part,  the  folc 
caufe,  and  is  the  only  cbjeft  of  the 
war.  Peace  is  the  earnelt  wifh  of 
my  heart  :  but  I  hate  too  firm  a 
reliance  on  the  fpirit  and  relburces 
of  the  nation,  and  the  powerful 
afliftance  of  my  parliament,  and 
the  protedtion  of  a  juft  and  all- 
ruling  Providence,  to  accept  it 
upon  any  terms  or  conditions  than 
fuch  as  may  confift  with  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  my  crown,  and  the 
permanent  interell  and  fecunty  of 
my  people. 

Then  the  lord  chancellor,  by  bis 
majefty's  command,  faid. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  his  majelly's  royal  will  and 
pleafure,  that  this  parliament  be 
prorogued  to  Thurfday,  the  thir- 
teenth day  of  September  next,  to 
be  then  here  holden  ;  and  this  par- 
liament is  accordingly  prorogued  to 
Thurfday,  the  thirteenth  day  of 
September  next. 


Anfiver  given    ly    Lord    Stormont 

to    Man/.     Siniolin,     the    Ruffian 

Mintjhr,  ivith  re/pea  to  the  Me- 

diatiun  ofcred  by  the  ^mprefs  be- 

tw^et 
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tiveen    Great    Britain     a7id    the 
Unired  Provinces. 

TH  E  alliance  which  has  fub- 
fifted  fo  many  years  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  States  Gene- 
rnl,  has  always  been  confidered  by 
his  majefly  as  a  tie,  formed  by  the 
mod  natural  caufes,  and  not  only 
agreeable  to  the  intereft  of  both  na- 
tions, but  abfolutely  elTcntial  to 
their  mutual  welfare. 

The  king  has  done  every  thing 
in  his  power  to  preferve  this  tie 
unbroken,  and  even  to  ftrengthen 
it  ;  and  if  the  condudl  of  their 
High  Mightineffes  had  at  all  an- 
iwered  to  that  of  his  ir.ajeity,  they 
would  ftill  have  remained  in  their 
utmolt  force.  But  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  prefent  troubles, 
the  only  return  made  by  the  Re- 
public to  this  conftant  friendfliip, 
has  been  the  total  relinquiOiment 
of  the  principles  of  an  alliance, 
the  prime  objeft  of  which  was  the 
mutual  defence  of  the  two  nations  ; 
an  obftinate  refufal  to  fulfil  the 
mofl  facred  obligations ;  a  daily 
violation  of  the  moft  folemn  trea- 
ties ;  an  affiftance  given  to  the  very 
enemy,  againft  whom  he  had  a 
right  to  demand  luccour  ;  an  afy- 
lum  granted  to  the  American  pi- 
rates in  the  Dutch  ports,  in  open 
violation  of  the  cleared  iHpulations ; 
and  to  complete  the  whole,  a  denial 
of  juftice  and  fatisfaiTtion  for  the  af- 
front given  to  the  dignity  of  the 
king,  by  a  fecret  league  v»ith  his 
rebellious  fubjeifts. 

All  thefe  accumulated  injuries 
rendered  it  impoffible  for  the  king 
to  take  any  other  part  than  that 
which  he  has  done. 

When  the  motives  which  render- 
ed this  rupture  inevitable  were  ex- 
plained" to   the  public,    the    kii^g 


afcribed  the  condud  of  the  Repub- 
lic to  the  true  caufe  ; — that  is  to 
fay,  to  the  unhappy  influence  of  a 
fadtion,  which  facrificedthe  intereft 
of  the  nation  to  their  own  private 
views.  But  the  king,  at  the  fame 
time,  manifelted  the  moft  fmcere 
defire  to  bring  back  the  Republic 
to  that  fyllem  of  ftrift  union,  effica- 
cious alliance,  and  reciprocal  pro- 
tedlion,  which  has  fo  much  contri- 
buted to  the  welfare  and  glory  of 
the  two  ftates. 

When  the  emprefs  offered  her 
good  offices  to  eiFecl  a  reconcilia- 
tion by  a  particular  peace,  the 
king  teiHfied  his  gratitude  to  her 
for  that  frelh  proof  of  a  friendfliip 
which  he  values  fo  highly,  and 
avoided  expoiing  the  mediation  of 
her  majefty  to  the  danger  of  a 
fruitlefs  negoclation.  He  explain- 
ed his  reafons,  which  perfuaded 
him,  that  in  the  prefent  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  Republic,  governed 
by  a  faiSlion,  all  reconciliation, 
during  the  war  v/ith  France,  would 
be  merely  fuperficial,  and  would 
afford  an  opportunity  to  the  party 
which  fways  the  Republic,  to  adt 
as  fecret  auxiliaries  of  all  the 
king's  enemies,  under  the  malk  of 
a  pretended  alliance  with  Great 
Britain. 

But  if  there  are  any  indications 
of  change  in  this  difpofition,  if 
the  powerful  intervention  of  her 
imperial  majefty  (hould  be  able  to 
eficcl  any  alteration,  and  Induce 
the  Republic  to  return  to  thofe 
principles  which  the  moft  difccrn- 
Ing  part  of  the  nation  have  never 
forfaken,  his  majefty  will  be  ready 
to  treat  with  their  High  Mighti- 
neffes  on  the  fubjeft  of  a  feparate 
peace;  and  it  is  his  wifh,  that  the 
Emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias  may  be 
the  fole  mediatrefs  of  this   peace. 

Sl^e 
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She  has  been  the  firfi:  to  offer  her 
good  offices,  and  fo  powerful  an  in- 
tervention as  hers,  cannot  gain  any 
thing  either  in  weight  or  influence 
by  the  acceffion  of  the  moll  refpec- 
table  allies. 

The  friendfhip  of  the  emprefs  to 
both  nations,  the  interelt  which  her 
empire  has  in  their  reciprocal  wel- 
fare, her  known  impartiality,  and 
elevated  views,  are  fuiHcienc  pledges 
of  the  manner  in  which  (he  will 
conduift  this  falutary  work  :  and  in 
a  negociation,  the  whole  obje£l  of 
which  is  to  terminate  a  war,  caufed 
by  a  violation  of  the  treaties, 
and  by  an  affront  offered  to  his 
crown,  his  majefty  relies,  with 
the  utmoft  confidence  and  fatis- 
faclion,  upon  the  mediation  of  a 
fovercign,  who  holds  facred  the 
faith  of  treaties,  who  knows  fo 
well  how  to  elHmate  the  dignity 
of  fovereigns,  and  who  has  main- 
tained her  own,  during  her  glori- 
ous reign,  with  fo  much  greatnefs , 
and  refolution. 

(Signed)  Stormont. 


State  Paper  prefented  by  Baron  Nol- 
ken,  the  Swedifh  Muufler,  refident 
in  London,  concerning  the  Media- 
ation  of  that  Court  he!a':een  this 
Country  and  the  Slates  General  of 
the  Unitgd  Provinces. 

THE  King  does  not  imagine 
it  neceffary  at  this  time,  for 
him  to^  enter  into  an  explanation  of 
the  principles  which  have  govern- 
ed his  conduft  ever  fince  he  af- 
cended  the  throne  of  his  anceflors. 
He  has  been  guided  by  the  love  of 
peace,  and  he  could  have  wifhed 
to  have  feen  all  the  other  European 
powers  enjoy  that  blefllng,  as  un- 
interruptedly   as    himfelf.      Thefe 


defires,  diftated  by  his  natural  fent 
timents  of  humanity,  have  no- 
been  fulfilled. — The  flame  of  war, 
kindled  in  another  hemifphere, 
has  communicated  to  Europe  ;  but 
the  king  ftill  flattered  himfelf,  that 
this  conflagration  would  not  ex- 
tend beyond  its  firlt  bounds,  and 
particularly  that  a  nation,  entirely 
commercial,  which  have  made  neu- 
trality the  invariable  foundation 
of  its  conduft,  would  not  have 
been  enveloped  in  it  ;  and  yet,  ne- 
verthelefs,  this  has  happened,  al- 
moil  in  the  very  moment  when  that 
power  had  entered  into  the  mod 
inoffenflve  engagements  with  the 
king  and  his  two  northern  allies. 
If  the  moft  exaft  impartiality  that 
was  ever  obferved,  could  not  ex- 
empt the  king  from  immediately 
feeling  the  inconveniencies  of  war, 
by  the  confiderable  lofles  fuftained 
by  his  commercial  fubjefts,  he  had 
much  greater  reafon  to  apprehend 
the  confequences,  when  thofe  trou- 
bles were  going  to  be  extended  ; 
when  an  open  war  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  Republic  of  Hol- 
land multiplied  them ;  and,  to 
conclude,  when  neutral  commerce 
was  about  to  endure  new  fhackles 
by  the  hoftilities  committed  be- 
tween thofe  two  powers.  The 
king  could  not  fail  to  perceive 
thefe  evils,  and  to  wifh  fincerely 
that  the  meafurcs  taken  by  the 
Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  for  extinguifh- 
ing  this  new  war,  in  its  beginning, 
might  be  crowned  with  the  moft 
perfeft  fuccefs ;  but  as  this  falu- 
tary  work  has  not  been  brought  to 
perfedion,  the  king  has  refblved 
to  join  with  his  allies,  the  Emprefs 
of  RulTia,  and  the  King  of  Den- 
mark, in  endeavouring  to  difpofe 
his  Britannic  majefty  to  liflen  to 
the  pacific  fentiments  which  their 

High 
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High  MightinelTes  the  States  Ge- 
neral have  already  made  known, 
by  their  confenting  to  open  a  nego- 
ciation  for  peace. 

If  iuch  are  the  inclinations  of 
that  Monarch,  which  ought  not  to 
be  doubted,  it  appears  that  a  fuf- 
penfioti  of  hoililities  wculd  be  the 
moft  efTential  prelude  to  their  ac- 
complilnment,  as  military  opera- 
tions accompanying  a  negociation 
of  that  nature,  can  only  ferve  to 
embarrafs  and  retard  the  matter, 
whilll:  the  allied  courts  wifh  for 
nothing  more  than  to  be  able  to 
accellerate  it  by  every  method  that 
may  tend  to  the  advantage  and  fa- 
tisfaflion  of  the  two  belligerent 
powers. 

In  the  fmcerity  and  rectitude 
which  animate  his  majefty  and  his 
two  allies,  he  cannot  conceal  the 
apprehenlion  which  he  feels  from 
the  report  of  the  continuation  of 
the  war,  which  may  be  productive 
of  the  moil  fatal  confeqaences,  and 
may  revive  a  variety  of  controver- 
lies  and  dilputes.  This  motive, 
and  more  particularly  a  defire  to 
.prevent  a  farther  effufion  of  blood, 
are  confiderations  which  ought  to 
operate  on  the  mind  of  the  King  of 
<jreat  Britain ;  and  in  the  entire 
-confidence  which  his  majefty  places 
in  thofe  circumitances,  he  would  re- 
ceive the  true  It  fatisfadion,  if,  by 
his  interpofition  and  mediation, 
joined  to  that  of  his  allies,  he  Ihould 
fucceed  in  terminating  the  differ- 
ences which  have  taken  place  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  United 
Provinces. 

(Signed) 

The  Baron  deNoLKEN. 


Cofy    of  the  Anfwer  gi'ven    to    the 
fort  going  Paper,    by    Lord    Stor- 


mont,  on  the  18/-6  of  Seftcfnlcfy 
to  the  Baron  de  Nolken^  the 
Svvediih  Envoy. 

TH  E  prefervation  of  public 
tranqnillicy  has  been  the  firll 
objedlofhis  majefty's  care,  during, 
the  wlioie  courfe  of  his  reign  ;  the 
commencement  of  that  reign  was 
fignalized  by  the  reftoration  of 
peace. 

The  king  made  very  great  fa- 
crifices  10  humanity,  to  procure 
that  bicffing,  aud  he  had  reafon  to 
flatter  himiclf  that,  by  fuch  mo- 
deration, in  the  midft  of  vidtory, 
he  fliould  fecure  the  public  quiet, 
upon  the  moft  folid  and  durable 
foundations  ;  but  thofe  hopes  have 
all  proved  fallacious,  and  thofe 
foundations  have  been  fhaken  by 
the  ambitious  politics  of  the  Court 
of  Vcrfaiilcs.  This  court,  after 
having  fecretly  fupported  the  re- 
bellion kiniled  in  America,  open- 
ly joined  his  majefty's  rebellious 
fubjeds  ;  and,  on  account  of  this 
violation  of  public  faith,  and  this 
dirccl  act  of  hollility,  he  commenc- 
ed the  prefent  war. 

The  conduft  of  the  Republic  of 
PloUand,  through  the  whole  courfe 
of  the  prefent  war,  has  excited  a 
general  indignation. — This  natioa 
prefents  itfelf  under  a  very  differ- 
ent afpeft  from  that  of  a  nation 
merely  commercial  ;  it  is  a  refpedt- 
able  power,  for  a  long  time  bound 
to  Great  Britain  by  the  clofeft  al- 
liance. The  principal  objefl  of 
that  alliance  was  their  common 
fafsty,  and  exprcfsly  the  mutual 
protection  of  each  other  againft  the 
ambitious  defigns  of  a  dangerous 
neighbour,  which  their  united  ef- 
forts have  io  often  defeated,  to 
their  reciprocal  advantage,  and  t^J 
that  of  all  Europe. 

The 
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The  defertion  of  all  thcfe  prin- 
ciples of  alliance,  which  the  king, 
on  his  part,  conllantly  adhered  to  ; 
an  obllinate  refufal  to  fulfil  the 
mofl:  facred  engagements  ;  a  daily 
infradlion  of  the  mod  folenin  trea- 
ties ;  afljftance  given  to  thofe  very 
enemies,  againft  whom  he  had  a 
right  to  demand  fuccour  ;  an  afy- 
lum  and  protecHon  granted  in  the 
Dutch  ports  to  the  American  pi- 
rates, in  direft  violation  of  the 
moll  clear  and  precife  llipulations  ; 
and,  to  complete  ti'J  whole,  a 
denial  of  jullice  and  fatisfadion 
for  the  affront  offered  to  his  ma- 
jeily's  crown,  by  a  clandeftine 
league  entered  into  with  his  rebel- 
lious fubjeds  ;  thefe  accumulated 
caufes  of  complaint,  made  it  im- 
poffible  for  the  king  to  take  any 
other  meafures  than  thofe  which 
he  has  done,  though  with  the  moil 
lincere  regret.  In  explaining  to 
the  public  the  reafons  which  ren- 
dered this  rupture  inevitable,  he 
afcribed  the  conduft  of  the  repub- 
lic to  the  true  caufe,  namely,  to 
the  fatal  influence  of  a  fadion, 
who  facrificed  the  national  intereil 
to  their  own  private  vievvs ;  bat 
the  king  expreffcd,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  mofl  earnell  dcfue  to 
bring  back  the  Republic  to  that 
fyllem  of  clofe  union,  efficacious 
alliance,  and  mutual  protection, 
which  has  fo  much  contributed  to 
the  profperity  and  glory  of  the 
two  flates. 

When  the  fimprcfs  of  Ruflia 
tendered  her  good  offices,  to  effeft 
a  reconciliation  by  a  feparate  peace, 
the  King,  in  e^cprelfing  the  grati- 
tude which  that  frclh  pioof  of  a 
friendlliip  which  ever  appeared  to 
him  fo  valuable,  jullly  merited, 
declined  expofmg  her  impcri  .1  ma- 
jcily  to  i  fxuitlefs  ne^jociAtior.  :   bu: 


now  that  there  are  fomc  marks  of 
a  change  in  the  difpoiitioA  of  the 
Republic,  fome  indications  of  a 
defign  to  return  to  thofe  princi- 
ciples,  which  the  wifeft  part  of  the 
Batavian  nation  have  never  de- 
ferted,  a  negociation  for  a  feparacc 
prace  between  the  king  and  their 
High  MightinefTes  may  be  opened 
with  fome  hopes  of  fuccefs,  under 
the  mediation  of  the  Emprefs  of 
all  the  Ruffias,  who  has  been  the 
firft  to  propofe  her  cood  offices  ia 
this  falutary  work. — if  his  majefty 
did  not  immediately  avail  himfelf 
of  that  offer,  it  was  becaufe  he 
had  every  reafon  to  believe  that 
the  Republic  only  fought  at  that 
time  to  amufe  him  by  an  iniidious 
negociation  :  but  the  king  would 
think  that  he  made  an  ill  retura 
to  the  fentiments  which  prompted 
thofe  firft  offers,  and  would  be 
wanting  in  the  regard  fo  juftty  due 
to  her  imperial  majelly,  and  to 
the  confidence  which  fhe  infpircs, 
if  he  affociated  to  her  mediatioa 
any  other,  even  that  of  an  ally  the 
moll  refpedable,  and  for  whom 
the  king  entertains  the  mofl  fiacera 
friendihip. 

(SigneJ)  SrORMONT. 


To  the  Ki.igi  nrj}  Excellent  Majtfy. 

The  Humb'e  Aifcrefs  and  Petitkn  cf 
j'undry    Weft-IniJia    Plar.tcrs    and 
Merchants,  on  behalf  of  themfel-Jts, 
and  others  iutcrejied  in  the  Britifh 
Welt-India  Mends, 

Mofl  gracious  Sovereign, 
TT^E  your  majelly's  moft  datt- 
W  ful  and  loyal  fubjjds,  the 
planters  and  merchants  intcrelled 
in  the  Bricilli  Well-India  illandj,. 
beg  leave  t«  approach  you*  royal 
prcfencs^ 
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prefence,  with  hearts  full  of  the 
warmeft  attachment  to  your  ma  - 
jefty's  perfon  and  family,  and  to 
the  happy  conftitution  of  this  king- 
dom. 

The  unhappy  breach  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  colonies  of 
North  America,  had  no  fooner 
taken  place,  than  the  Weft  India 
planters  and  merchants  humbly 
reprefented  to  your  majelty,  and 
to  both  houfes  of  parliament,  their 
apprehenfions  of  the  dlllrefs  and 
danger,  that  would  probably  enfue 
therefrom. 

When  the  colonies  of  North 
America  formed  an  alliance  witii 
the  ancient  enemies  of  this  king- 
dom, thofe  apprehenfions  of  your 
jnajefty's  petitioners  were  greatly 
increafed  ;  '  and  they  Ibould  have 
confidered  themfelves  as  deficient 
in  every  duty  to  your  majefly,  as 
well  as  regard  to  the  great  inte- 
refts  of  this  kingdom,  had  they 
not  reprefented  to  your  majefty's 
minifters,  the  additional  danger  to 
which  all  the  Britifh  Weft  India 
iflands  were  expofed,  from  fo  pow- 
erful a  combination. 

Every  effort  was,  therefore, 
early  made,  and  invariably  con- 
tinued, by  your  petitioners,  to 
urge  your  majefty's  minifters,  to 
provide  efFeiStual  reinforcements  for 
their  protedlion,  and  particularly 
to  induce  them  to  keep  a  per- 
manent fuperlority  of  naval  force 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  as  being  the 
natural,  and  only  certain  fecurity 
of  thofe  pofTeflions.  The  lofs  of 
feveral  of  thofe  iflands  has  af- 
forded a  melancholy  proof  of  thofe 
timely  and  unremitted  applica- 
tions. 

Confident,  however,  that  the 
lemaining  iflands  muft  be  con- 
fidered   as    objeds    deferving    the 


moft  ferious  attention,  your  peti- 
tioners did  not  yield  to  defpair, 
but  trurted,  that  the  unhappy  ex- 
perience of  paft  loffes  would  excite 
your  majefty's  minifters  to  adopt 
i'uch  meafures,  as  might  efFedually 
fecure  thofe  iflands,  which  ftill  re- 
mained. 

But  it  is  with  the  utmoft  con- 
cern, that  your  petitioners  are 
compelled  to  declare,  that  the  re- 
maining iflands  are  ftill  fo  unhap- 
pily deftitute  of  proteftion,  that 
at  no  momei't  of  the  war  have  they 
been  expofed  to  more  imminent 
danger,  than  in  the  prefent  awful 
conjunilure. 

Your  petitioners,  therefore, 
alarmed  by  the  inefHcacy  of  their 
former  applications  to  your  ma- 
jefty's minifters,  humbly  implore 
your  majefty  to  enforce  and  extend 
the  prefent  affurances  they  have 
given  us,  and  to  dircd,  that  with- 
out delay,  reinforcements,  naval 
and  military,  adequate  to  the  per- 
manent defence  of  your  majefty's 
Weft-India  iflands,  may  befentout, 
fo  that,  by  the  blefling  of  Provi- 
dence, thofe  moft  valuable  poffef- 
fions  may  ftill  be  preierved  to  the 
Britifli  empire. 

And  your  petitioners  fhall   ever 
pray,  &c.  Sec. 


'To  the  King^s  moji  excellent  Majejly. 

The  humble  Addrefs,  "Remonji ranee, 
and  Petition,  of  the  Lord-mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Li'very  of  the  City 
of  London,  in  Common-hall  af- 
fembled. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majejly, 

IMPRESSED   with   an   awful 
fenfe     of    the    dangers     which 
furround   us,    feeling  for  ourfelves 

and 
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and  our  poflerity,  anxious  for  the 
glory  of  a  country  nicherto  as  much 
renowned  for  the  virtues  of  juitice 
iand  humanity,  is  for  the  fplendour 
of  ics  arms,  we  approach  your 
throne  with  fentiments  becoming 
citizens  at  fo  alarming  an  hour  ; 
at  the  fatrie  time  with  that  refpedt 
which  is  due  to  the  monarch 
of  a  free  people,  and  a  prince  of 
the  illuftrious  iioafe  of  Brunfwick, 
to  which  we  feel  ourfehes  in  a 
peculiar  manner  attached,  by  all 
the  ties  of  gratitude  and  affec- 
tion. 

It  is  with  inexpreHlble  concern 
that  we  have  heard  your  Majefty 
declare,  in  yoilr  fpeech  to  both 
houfes^of  parliament,  your  inten- 
tion of  periuvering  in  a  fyftem  of 
ineafures  which  has  proved  fo  dif- 
^ftrous  to  this  country.  Such  a 
declaration  calls  for  the  voice  of 
a  free  and  injured  people.  We 
feel  the  refpeft  due  to  majefty  : 
but  in  this  critical  and  awful  mo- 
inent,  to  flatter  is  to  betray. 
Your  majelly's  minifters  have,  by 
falfe  affertions  and  fallacious  fug- 
gellions,  deluded  yciir  m^jefty  and 
the  nation  into  the  prefent  unna- 
tural and  unfortunate  war.  The 
confequences  of  this  delufion  have 
been,  that  the  trade  ot'  this  coun- 
try has  fuffered  irrepar.ible  loffes, 
and  is  threatened  with  iinal  ex- 
tin  6lion. 

The  manufaft'ircs  in  many  va- 
luable branches  are  declining,  and 
their  fupply  of  materials  rendered 
precarious,  by  the  inferiority  of 
your  majelly's  fleet  to  that  of  the 
enemy  in  almoft  every  part  of  the 
globe. 

The  landed  property  through- 
out the  kingdom  has  been  depre- 
ciated to  the  moft  nlarming  degree. 

The  property  of  vour  iViaielly's 
Vo^.  XXIV.   .  ' 


fubjedls  veftfd  in  the  public  funds, 
has  IoIl  above  one  third  of  its 
value. 

Private  credit  has  been  almofl 
whclly  annihilated  by  the  enor- 
riious  intereft  given  in  the  public 
loans,  fuperior  to  that  which  is 
allowed  by  law  in  any  private 
ccntraft.  Such  of  our  brethren 
in  America  as  were  deluded  by 
the  promifes  of  youl"  majelly's  mi- 
niuers,  and  the  proclamations  of 
your  generdls  to  join  your  ma- 
jelly's ftandard,  have  been  fur- 
rendered  by  your  majelly's  armies 
to  the  mercy  of  their  vidlorious 
countrymen. 

Your  m.ajeily's  fleets  have  lo.t 
their  wonted  fuperiority. 

Your  armies  have  been  cap- 
tured. 

Your  dominions  have  been  loH, 

And  your  m.ijelty's  faithful  fub- 
jefts  have  been  loaded  with  a  bur- 
then of  taxes,  which,  even  if  our 
vi(Slories  had  been  as  fplendid  as 
our  defeats  have  been  difgracefu', 
if  our  acceflion  of  dominion  bad 
bee  1  as  fortti.Tareas  the  diliriember- 
mep.t  of  the  empire  has  been  crael 
and  difaftrous,  could  not  in  itfelf  be 
confidered  but  as  a  great  and  griev- 
ous calamity. 

We  do,  therefore,  moft  humbly 
arid  earnellly  implore  xoc^  majefty 
to  take  all  thefe  circumjtances  into 
your  royal  coniideration,  and  to 
compare  the  prek-nt  (iruatioa  of 
your  dominions  with  that  uncom- 
mon ilate  of  profperity  to  which  the 
wjiddm  of  your  royal  ancellors,  the 
fpirit  and  bravery  of  the  Britifti 
people,  and  the  favour  of  Divir.i; 
Pfovidence,  which  attends  upon 
-  principles  of  jullice  and  humanity, 
had  once  raifed  this  happy  country, 
the  pride  and  en^y  of  all  tlie  civk- 
lixed  world  ' 


w 
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^V'e  befecch  your  mnjelly  no 
longer  to  continue  in  a  uelufion 
from  which  the  nation  has  awaken- 
ed ;  and  that  your  majclly  will  be 
gracioLiily  pleafeJ  to  relinquilh  en- 
tirely, and  for  ever,  the  pl-m  of 
reducing  our  brethren  in  America 
to  obedience  by  force  ;  a  plan  which 
the  fatal  experience  of  palt  lofles 
has  convinced  us  cannot  be  profc- 
cutcd  withont  nianifelt  and  immi- 
nent danger  to  all  your  majelty's 
remaining  poficfiions  in  the  weftern 
world. 

We  wifh  to  declare  to  your  ma- 
jefty,  to  Europe,  to  America  itfelf, 
our  abhorrence  of  the  coniinuation 
of  this  unnatural  and  unfortunate 
war,  which  can  tend  to  no  other 
purpofe  than  that  of  alienating 
rind  rendering  irrecoverable  the 
confidence  of  dur  American  bre- 
thren, with  whom  we  IHII  hope  to 
live  upon  the  terms  of  intercourfe 
and  friendlhip,  fo  neceflary  to 
the  commercial  profperity  of  this 
kingdom.  We  do,  therefore,  far- 
ther humbly  implore  your  majelly, 
that  your  majelly  will  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  difmifs  from  yoar  pre- 
fence  and  councils  all  the  advilcrs, 
both  public  and  fccret,  of  the  mca- 
iiin-es  we  lament,  as  a  pledge  to  the 
vi'orld  of  your  majelly 's  hxcd  deter- 
mination to  abandon  a  fyllem 
incom.patible  with  the  interelt  of 
your  crown,  and  the  happinels  of 
youf  people. 

Signed,  by  order, 

William  R.ix. 

Petition  of  Henry  Laurens,  E/q;  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commoni. 

To  the  Right  lion.  Charles  Wolfran 
Cornwall,  Speaker ^  and  the  Hon. 
the  Hoiife  of  Commons. 

TH  E       reprefentation       and 
prayer   of  Henry   Laurens, 


a  native  of  South  Carolina,  fume 
time  recognized  by  the  Britil^ 
CommilTiuncrs  in  America  by  the 
flyle  of  his  Excellency  Henry 
Laurens,  Prefident  of  Congrefs, 
now  a  clofe  prilbner  in  the  lower 
of  London  ; 

Moll  reipeafully  fheweth.  That 
your  reprcfenter  for  many  years,  at 
the  peril  of  his  life  and  fortune, 
evidently  laboured  to  preferve  and 
ftrengthen  the  ancient  friendlhip 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  co- 
lonies ;  and  that  in  no  inltance  ht 
ever  excited  on  either  fide  the  dif- 
icnfions  which  feparated  them. 

That  the  commencement  of  the 
preient  war  was  a  fubject  of  grtot 
grief  to  iiim,  inafmuch/  as  he 
foreiaw  snd  foretold,  in  letters 
now  extant,  the  diilreffes  which 
both  countries  experience  at  this 
day- 

That  in  the  rife  and  progrefs  of 
the  war,  he  extended  every  ad  of 
kindneis  in  his  power  to  perfons 
called  Loyalills  and  Quietilts,  as 
well  as  to  Britilh  prifoners  of  war  ; 
very  ample  proofs  of  which  he  can 
produce. 

That  he  was  captured  on  the 
American  coaft,  firll  landed  upon 
American  ground,  where  he  law 
exchanges  of  Britifh  and  Ame- 
rican prifoners  in  a  courfe  of  nego- 
tiation ;  and  that  fuch  exchanges 
and  enlargements  upon  parole  are 
mutil%lly  and  daily  pradifed  in 
America. 

That  he  was  committed  to  the 
Tower  on  the  6th  of  Oflob  t, 
1780,  being  then  dangerouily  ill  ; 
that  in  the  mean  time  he  has,  in 
many  refpefts,  particularly  by  be- 
ing deprived  (with  very  little  ex- 
ception) of  the  vifits  and  conful- 
tations  of  his  children  and  other 
relations  and  friends,  fuffered  un- 
der a  degree  of  rigour  almoft,   if 

not 
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not  altogether,  unexampled  in  mo- 
dern Britiili  hillory. 

That  from  long  confinement, 
and  the  want  of  proper  exercife, 
and  other  obvious  cauies,  his  bo- 
dily health  is  gre^itjy  impaired, 
and  that  he  is  now  in  a  ianguifliing 
Hate  :  And, 

Therefore  your  reprefenter  hum- 
bly prays  your  Honours  will  con- 
defcend  to  take  his  cafe  into  con- 
fideration  ;  and,  under  proper 
conditions  and  reflrictions,  grant 
him  enlargement,  or  fuch  other 
relief  as  to  the  wifdom  and  be- 
nignity of  your  Honours  fhall  feem 
fitting. 

Henry  Laurens. 

Tower  of  London, 
Dec.  I,  lySi*. 


The  Sccorid  Report  of  the  Commif- 
Jioners  appointed  to  exwmine,  take, 
and  fiat  e  the  Public  Accounts  of  the 
Kingdom  f . 

PURSUING  the  line  of  in- 
quiry marked  out  in  our  firft 
report  to  the  legiflature,  namely, 
an  examination  of  the  balances  in 
the  hands  of  ihofe  accountants  who 
receive  money  from  the  fubjedfl  to 
be  paid  into  the  exchequer  ;  that  we 
might  omit  no  ofiice  of  receipt,  and 
no  receiver  of  the  public  revenue 
under  that  defcrlption,  we  obtained 
from  the  office  of  the  auditor  of 
the  exchequer,  "  A  lilt  of  all  the 
public  offices  where  money  is  re- 
ceived for  taxes  or  duties,  and  of 

•  Th's  petition  was  prefentcJ  to  the  Houfe  in  the  form  in  which  it  came  out 
of  Mr.  Laurens's  own  hand,  it  being  written  by  liim  in  the  Tower  with  a 
leaJcn  pencil. 

t  The  firft  report  was  given  in  the  Annual  Regifter  for  the  preceding 
year. 

[A']  2  ftant: 
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the  names  of  all  perfons  who  are 
receivers  of  public  money  raifed 
upon  the  fubjeA  by  taxes  or  duties, 
and  who  pay  the  fame  into  tlie 
Exchequer." 

We  have  examined  into  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  public  revenue  is 
coJIedled,  received,  and  paid  irto 
the  exchequer,  in  all  thefe  offices, 
and  by  all  thefe  receivers. 

In  the  culloms,  the  receiver  ge- 
neral, William  Mellilli,  Efquire, 
certified  to  us,  that  upon  the  icth 
of  September  lalt,  there  was  ia 
his  hands,  exclufive  of  the  cur- 
rent weekly  receipt  of  the  duties 
of  the  cuiloms,  the  fum  of  four 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  twelve 
pounds  thrc'e  {hillings  and  tea 
pence  ;  which  fum  was  the  amount 
of  certain  colleftions  tranfmitted 
to  him,  either  from  the  planta- 
tions, or  particular  out-ports  ;  and 
was  to  continue  in  his  hands  no 
longer,  than  until  the  comptrol- 
ler-general, as  to  fome  parts  of  it, 
and  the  commiffioners,  as  to  other 
parts,  fhould  dired  under  what 
heads  of  duties  the  feveral  items, 
of  which  this  fum  was  compound- 
ed, ihould  be  arranged,  and  paid 
into  the  exchequer,  or  otherwife 
difpofed  of.  Mr.  Mellifh  has  in- 
formed us,  that  part  of  this  fum  has 
been  fiuce  paid  by  him,  according 
to  orders  of  the  commilfioners  and 
comptroller-general  ;  and  that  the 
other  part  thereof,  amounting  to 
three  thoufand  tvvo  hundred  eighty- 
eight  pounds  fourteen  ihillings  and 
eleven  pence  farthing,  was  re- 
maining in   his  hands  the  20th  in- 
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ilant :  this  remainder,  we  are  of 
opinion,  the  commiflioners  and 
comptroller-general  ihould  in  their 
feverai  departments  arrange,  and 
the  receiver-general  fliculd  pay  ac- 
cording to  luch  arrangement  as 
fpeedily  as  pofllble. 

By  the  examinations  of  Jofhua 
Powell,  Eiquire,  chief  clerk  to  the 
comptroller-general  ;  and  of  Mr. 
Anthony  Blinkhorn,  afliilant  to 
the  receiver-general,  it  appears 
that  the  duties  of  the  cuftoms  are 
collefted  by  officers,  either  in  Lon- 
don or  at  the  out-ports :  in  Lon- 
don, the  chief  teller  every  day  re- 
ceives them  from  the  coUedors, 
and  pays  them  into  the  office  of 
the  receiver-general  ;  at  the  out- 
ports,  the  collectors  remit  their 
jeceipt  by  bills  to  the  receiver- 
general,  and  are  net  permitted  to 
retain  in  their  hands  above  one 
hundred  pounds,  unlefs  for  fpe- 
•cial  reafons,  allowed  of  by  the 
commiffioners,  and  by  the  lords 
of  the  treafury.  The  nett  produce 
of  every  duty  received  in  each 
week,  is  paid  by  the  receiver-ge- 
neral in  the  following  week  into 
the  exchequer. 

In  the  excife,  we  find,  from  the 
examinations  of  George  Lewis 
Scott,  Efquire,  one  of  the  com- 
miffioners, and  of  Richard  Paton, 
•Efq;  fecond  general  -  accountant 
(both  annexed  to  our  firft  report) 
that  the  colleftors  retain  in  their 
hands  no  part  of  the  duties  they 
receive  ;  and  that  the  receiver- 
general  every  week  pays  into  the 
exchequer  the  nett  produce  of  this 
revenue,  unlefs  fome  forefeen  de- 
mands in  the  following  week  make 
-a  refervation  of  any  part  of  it  ne- 
ceflary. 

■  In  the  (lamp-offics,  we  examined 
Mr.  J3.n:e8     Di^gdale,    deputy   re- 


ceiver-general ;  and  Mr.  John 
Lloyd,  firll-clerk  to  t'lt  ccmptrol- 
ler  and  accountan'  ^'fipc;,  ! ;  from 
whom  we  coUedl,  that  the  whole 
produce  of  thele  duties,  arifing 
either  from  the  receipt  at  the 
office  in  London,  or  from  bills  re- 
mitted hem  the  diftrlbutors  in  the 
country,  is  paid  every  week  into 
the  exchequer. 

In  the  lait-(rffice,  Milward  Rowe, 
Efquire,  one  of  the  commiffioners, 
and  Mr.  John  Elliot,  correfpon- 
dent,  were  examined  :  the  collec- 
tors of  thefe  duties  are  continually 
remitting  their  rec.ipt  to  the  of- 
fice in  bills ;  every  week  the  ac- 
count is  made  Qpj  and  the  v/hole 
balance  paid  into  the  exchequer, 
referving  aKvays,  in  the  hands  of  the 
cafnier,  a  fum  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  pounds,  for  the  purpofe  of 
defraying  the  '  '  ;  "al  expences 
ot  the  office. 

In  the  office  tor  licenfing  haw- 
kers and  pedlars,  we  learn  from 
Mr.  James  i'urner,  one  of  the  com- 
miffioners, that  the  ridin^^^  fur- 
veyors  keep  remitting  to  this  of- 
fice, in  bills,  the  duties  they  receive 
in  the  country  ;  which  the  cafhier 
pays,  together  with  what  he  re- 
ceives in  London,  weekly,  into 
the  exchequer,  purfuant  to  the  acl 
of  the  9th  and  loih  of  Kinrj 
William  the  Ihird,  provided  his 
whole  receipt  amounts  to  more 
than  two  hundred  pounds  ;  referv- 
ing-iiii  his  hands  fuch  a  fum  as  may 
be  fufficient  for  the  payment  of  fa- 
larles,  incidents,  and  current  ex- 
pences. 

In  the  office  for  regulating  hack- 
ney coaches  and  chairs,  we  coIleA 
from  the  examination  of  Mr.  Jo- 
feph  Marffiall,  clerk  to  the  re- 
ceiver-general, that  the  duties  or 
rents  of  the  hackney  coaches. be- 
come 
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corns  due  ever/  lunar  month,  and 
of  the  hacknev  chairs  every  quar- 
ter ;  and  ihefe  rents  being  ufjally 
paid  within  a  certain  time  after 
they  become  due,  the  receiver- 
general  makes  a  payment  of  one 
thoufand  pounds  into  the  exche- 
quer every  twenty-eight  days,  ex- 
cept that  each  of  his  quarterly 
payments  amounts  to  five  hundred 
pounds  only,  as  he  then  referves  in 
his  hands  a  fum  for  the  payment  of 
falaries,  and  the  incidental  expen- 
ces  of  the  office. 

The  punctuality  and  expedition 
with  which  the  duties  colledled  in 
thefe  ofiices  pafs  from  the  pocket 
of  the  iubjeft  into  the  exchequer, 
leave  us  no  room  to  fuggeft  any 
alteration  in  the  time  or  manner  of 
paying  in  the  fame. 

In  the  poft-olfice,  Robert  Tre- 
vor, Efq;  the  receiver -general,  in 
anfwer  to  our  precept,  returned  a 
balance  of  nine  thoufand  three  hun- 
dred fifty-eight  pounds  two  fhil- 
iings  in  his  hanus,  upon  the  5th 
of  September  lafl.  From  his  exa- 
mination, and  from  thofe  of  Wil- 
liam Faufjuier,  Efq;  accountant- 
general  in  this  office,  and  of  Mr. 
William  Ward,  collector  of  the  bye 
and  crofs-road  office,  it  appears, 
that  this  revenue  is  paid  into  the 
office  of  the  receiver-general,  ci- 
ther by  certain  officers  or  colledors 
in  London  (fome  paying  every 
other  day,  fome  weekly,  and  fome 
quarterly,  or  by  remittances  in 
bills  from  the  poll  mailers  in  the 
country)  who  do  not  keep  the  mo- 
ney they  receive  any  conliderahle 
time  in  their  hands.  The  collector 
of  the  bye  and  crofs-road  ottice 
makes  his  payments  to  the  receiver- 
general  quarterly,  and  to  the 
amount  of  about  fifteen  thi.ufcind 
poinds    each    quarter.     The    ic- 


ceiver-general  pays  into  the  ex- 
chequ'r  {even  hundred  pounds 
every  week,  purfuant  to  the  acl  of 
the  9th  and  loth  of  Queen  Anne, 
chapter  the  ipth,  and  the  balance 
in  his  hands  he  pays  in  every  quar- 
ter, rei'erving  about  five  thoufand 
pounds  to  anfwer  incidental  war- 
rants from  the  board,  to  pay  fa- 
laries and  other  expcnces  of  ths 
olfice. 

There  are  four  branches  of  the 
revenue  which  are  coiledted  not  un- 
der the  diredion  of  commiffioners, 
but  by  fingle  perfons  only  :  thefe 
are  the  firll  fruits  and  the  tenths  of 
the  clergy  ;  and  the  deductions  of 
fix-pence,  and  of  one  fliilling,  in 
the  pound,  out  of  penfions,  falaries, 
fees,  and  wages. 

We  examined  Edward  Mulfo, 
Efquire,  the  receiver,  and  John 
Bacon,  Efq;  the  deputy  receiver, 
of  the  firlt  fruits ;  who  informed  us, 
that  this  revenue  is  received  from 
the  clergy,  at  the  office  in  Lon- 
don ;  that  at  the  end  of  Odober, 
or  the  beginning  of  November, 
in  every  year,  this  receiver  pays 
into  the  exchequer  the  nett  re- 
ceipt of  the  preceding  year,  end- 
ing 3 III  of  December;  and  that 
tfie  balance  of  this  duty,  in  his 
hands,  upon  the  30th  of  Novem- 
ber lafl,  was  four  thoufand  three 
hundred  thirty-two  pounds  eight 
fhillings  and  eleven  pence  three 
farthings. 

Robert  Chcfter,  Efqui-e,  the  re- 
ceiver of  the  tenths,  being  examin- 
ed, we  find  that  thel'e  payments 
become  due  from  the  clergy  every 
Chrillma';  ;  that  they  ought  to  be 
made  before  the  lafl  day  of  April 
following,  and  if  they  are  not 
made  before  the  3  ill  of  ?4ay,  he 
delivers  an  account  of  riie  defaul- 
ters  into   the   exchequer ;   that  he 

[.V]  3  receives 
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receives  thefe  payments,  together 
with  the  arrears  of  former  years, 
during  the  following  year,  ending 
at  Chdlima?,  to  which  time  he 
makes  up  his  yearly  account,  and 
in  the  month  ot  June  or  July  after, 
he  has,  for  the  lalt  three  years, 
paid  into  the  exchequer  the  nect 
leccipc  of  the  preceding  year  ;  and 
it  appears,  that,  upon  the  20th  of 
December  laft,  the  fum  in  his 
hands  was  nine  thoufand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ninety  pounds  and  two- 
pence halfpenny. 

Both  thefe  dues  from  the  clergy 
are  granted  in  purfuance  of  the  2d 
and  3d  of  Queen  Anne,  chapter 
iith,  to  the  corporation  called 
*•  The  Governors  of  the  bounty 
of  Queen  Anne,  for  the  augment- 
ation of  the  maintenance  of  the 
poor  clergy."  Thefe  governors  ufu- 
ally  hold  their  firit  meeting  fome 
time  in  November  every  year,  a 
fhort  time  before  which  it  has  been 
cuftom.ary  for  thefe  receivers  to 
make  their  payiiients  into  the  ex- 
chequer. 

Thomas  Aftle,  Efq;  receiver  of 
the  fixpenny  duty,  coUefts  it  from 
the  offices  and  perfons  charged, 
either  quarterly,  half-yearly,  or 
yearly,  according  to  the  practice 
of  the  office  or  perfon  he  receives 
it  from  :  he  has  no  Hated  times 
for  his  payments  into  the  exche- 
quer, except  that  in  March  or 
April,  every  year,  he  pays  in  the 
balance  then  in  his  hands,  of  his 
laft  year's  cclleftion.  By  his  re- 
turn to  us,  upon  the  i6th  of  De- 
cember laft,  t.he  fum  of  i^x  thoufand 
eight  hundred  eighty-one  pounds 
feven  (hillings  and  eleven  pence 
was  then  remaining  in  his  hands  ; 
but  this  fum,  as  he  has  fince  in- 
formed us,  he  has  paid  into  the  ex- 
chequer, together  with  the  balance 


of  his  year's  account,   ending  the 
5th  inflant. 

Richard  Carter,  VJq;  receiver 
of  the  one  Ihiliing  duty,  collefts  it 
from  diil'erent  othces,  at  different 
times  :  he  ufualiy  makes  payments 
every  quarter  into  the  exchequer, 
and  once  a  year  pays  in  the  ba- 
lance. The  fum  in  his  hands,  upon 
the  20th  of  Odober  laft,  was  two 
thoufand  and  hfty  pounds  fifteen 
fliillings  and  feven  pence  ;  and  he 
has  fmce  fignified  to  us,  that  he 
has  paid  the  fame  into  the  ex- 
chequer. 

The  intention  of  that  claufe  in 
the  aft,  which  directs  our  firft  in- 
quiries to  the  public  money  in  the 
hands  of  accountants,  is,  that  the 
public  may  the  fooner  avail  them- 
felves  of  the  ufe  of  their  own  mo- 
ney :  one  of  the  indifpenfible  means 
of  obtaining  this  end  is,  to  accele- 
rate the  payments  of  the  revenue 
into  the  exchequer. 

Out  of  the  revenue  of  the  poft- 
ofhce,  the  aft  of  Queen  Anne  or- 
ders a  payment  of  (even  hundred 
pounds  every  week  into  the  ex- 
chequer, and  afllgns  as  a  reafon, 
"  the  raifmg  a  prefent  fupply  of 
monies  for  carrying  on  the  v/ar, 
and  other  her  majefty's  moft  ne- 
cenary  occafions."  The  neceffary 
occaf.ons  of  thefe  times,  require 
payments  as  large  and  as  frequent 
as  can  be  made.  It  appears  from 
an  account  of  the  nett  produce  of 
the  revenues  of  the  poft-office  at  the 
time  the  aft  of  Queen  Anne  paiTcid, 
and  from  the  accounts  of  the  pre- 
fent weekly  receipts  of  thefe  reve- 
nues, and  of  the  balances  paid 
quarterly  into  the  Exchequer, 
tranfraitred  to  us  from  the  re- 
ceiver-general, that  the  revenues 
of  this  office  are  much  increaied, 
and  that  the  current  weekly  re- 
ceipt 
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ceipt  will  fupply  a  much  larger  pay- 
ment than  ieveii  hundred  pounds. 
We  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that 
the  method  of  paying  the  ba- 
lance every  week  into  the  exche- 
quer, eftablifhcd  in  the  cuitoms, 
excife,  and  other  offices  above  men- 
tioned, fhouid  be  adopted  in  the 
poll-office  ;  and  that  the  receiver- 
general  fhouid  every  week  pay  the 
nett  balance  of  his  receipt  into  the 
exchequer,  referving  in  his  hands 
no  more  than  is  neceffary  to  anfwer 
the  current  payments  and  expences 
of  the  Office. 

It  appears  to  be  cuftomary  for  the 
receiver  of  the  firft  fruits,  to  de- 
tain in  his  hands  the  produce  of 
the  whole  year,  until  eight  or 
nine  months  after  that  year  is 
ended,  befides  receiving  the  cur- 
rent produce  of  thofe  months  ; 
and  for  the  receiver  of  the  tenths 
to  detain  in  his  hands,  for  at  leall 
a  year,  the  whole  of  this  duty, 
received  by  him  before  the  3 1  ll  of 
May  in  each  year  (at  which  time 
he  delivers'a  lill  of  the  defaulters 
into  the  exchequer),  befides  re- 
ceiving the  current  produce  of 
that  year.  It  appears  likewiie, 
that  the  receivers  of  the  fixpenny 
and  {hilling  duties,  do  not  pay 
into  the  exchequer  the  whole  pro- 
duce of  thefe  duties  as  they  re- 
ceive them.  All  fuch  detentions 
are,  in  our  opinion,  a  difadvan- 
tage  to  the  public,  and  liable  to 
abufe.  There  ex  ills  no  reafon 
why  the  public  Ihould  not  have 
the  cuflody  and  u(e  of  public  mo- 
ney, rather  than  an  individual, 
until  the  fervice  to  which  it  is  ap- 
propriated, of  whatever  nature 
that  fervice  may  be,  calls  for  its 
application  :  the  public  coffers  are 
the  fafelt  repoficory  for  public 
nionev. 


One  pi'.rpofe  among  others,  ex- 
prefled  in  the  act  that  appoints  us, 
is,  that  any  deic^t  in  the  prefcnc 
m.ethod  of  collecting  the  dutica 
may  be  correded,  and  that  a  lefj 
expenfive  one  may  be  eilabliihed  ; 
and  v^e  are  exprelly  directed  to 
report  fuch  regulations,  as  in  our 
judgment  Ihall  appear  expedient 
to  be  ellablilhed,  in  order  that  tht; 
duties  mav  hereat'^cer  be  received 
in  the  manner  the  moil  advan- 
tageous to  the  public. 

We  therefore,  in  obedience 
thereto,  think  it  our  duty  to  iub- 
join  one  obfcrvation,  that  has  oc- 
curred to  us  duiing  the  progrefs  of 
our  inquiries. 

The  land-tax,  and  the  duties 
arifmg  from  iUmps,  fait,  licences 
to  hawkers  and  pedlars,  and  from 
hackney  coaches  and  chairs,  are 
under  the  management  of  five  fc- 
parate  and  di(lini.'l  boards  of  coni- 
milfioners,  confiuing  of  twenty- 
live  in  number  :  the  amount  of 
the  grofs  produce  of  the  lall  four 
of  thefe  duties,  by  the  returns 
made  to  our  precepts,  is  eight 
hundred  thirty  one  thou  and  one 
hundred  twenty-fix  pounds  three 
(hillings  and  one  penny  three  far- 
things ;  of  the  nett  produce,  fe- 
ven  hundred  fixty  thoufand  five 
hundred  forty-eigh:  pounds  fifteen 
ihillings  and  n\  pence.  The  lime 
in  which  the  commilTioners  are 
ufually  engaged  in  tranladling  the 
bulinefs  of  their  feveral  offices  is- 
as  follows :  the  attendance  of  the 
commiffioners  of  the  land-tax,  at 
their  office,  is  thrice  a  week ;  of 
the  llamp  office,  thrice  a  week ;  of 
the  fait  office,  twice  a  week  ;  of 
hawkers  and  pedlars,  once  a  week  ; 
of  hackney  coaches  and  chairs 
once  a  week. 

We  are  aware,  that  the  compa- 
[A']  4  raiivc 
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rative  produce  of  different  duties, 
is  not  alone  a  criterion  by  which 
we  may  judge  with  precifion  and 
certainty,  ot  the  time,  trouble,  ex- 
pence,  and  number  of  ofiicers  ne- 
cefiary  to  be  employed  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  them  :  to  have  form- 
ed an  accurate  and  decifivs  opi- 
nion upon  this  point,  it  would 
have  been  neceilary  to  have  entered 
into  an  examination,  which  would 
have  carried  us  too  far  from  the  cb- 
jed  of  cur  prei'ent  enquiry  ;  but  vve 
are  of  opinion,  that  the  fmall  p:o- 
duce  ot  fome  of  thefe  dutie?,  and 
the  fliort  time  in  which  each  of 
thefe  five' boards  are  able  to  tranf- 
sil  their  bufinefsj  are  circumftan- 
ces  which  ind-^ce  a  llronj^  prelunip- 
•ion,  that  fo  many  eftabiilhmerjts 
are  not  neceiTary  for  the  m.anage- 
ment  of  thefe  branches  of  the  reve- 
nue ;  and  which  lay  a  reafonable 
foundation  for  an  enquiry,  whe- 
tiier  there  may  not  be  formed  a 
confolidation  of  offices,  beneficial 
lo  the  public.  This  fuggeftion 
n  e  fubniit  to  the  wifdom  of  the 
iegifiature. 

0_^ce  of  AccGunts,  Bell-Tavd, 
l^Ji  of  January,  l-jSi. 

Guy  Carleton,  (L.  S.) 

T.  Anguish,  (L.  S.) 

A.PlGGOTT,  (L.  S.) 

Jl.  Neave,  (L.  S.) 

Sam.  Beachcroft,  (L.  S.) 

Geo.  Dri-'mmon D.  (L.  S.) 


T'&e  Third  Report  of  the  CommiJJtofiers 
appointed  to  examins,  take,  and 
fate  the  public  Accounts  of,  the 
Kingdom. 

JAVING   finifbcd  our  e;:ami- 
\   nations    of  all    thofe    public 
ccoijntants  that  came  to  our  know- 


ledge in  the  firfc  clafs,  as  far  as  re-. 
lates  to  the  balances  cf  publig 
money  in  their  hands,  we,  in  the 
next  place,  direded  our  attention 
to  thofe  accountants  who  receive 
public  money  out  of  the  exche- 
quer, by  way  of  impreft,  and  upor< 
account. 

The  certificate  of  the  accounts 
depending  in  the  ciHce  of  the  au- 
ditors of  the  imprell,  tranfmitted 
to  us  pr.rfuant  to  oi^r  precept,  fur- 
nifhed  us  with  a  liit  of  thefe  ac- 
countants :  we  took  them  into  our 
coniideration  in  the  order  in  which 
they  fland  upon  that  certificate  ; 
a  rule  we  purfue  in  regard  to  aif 
lifts  of  accountants,  unlefs  there 
are  fome  fpecial  reafons  for  depart- 
ing from  it. 

i  he  fet  of  accountants  therein 
firll  mentioned,  are  the  treafurers 
of  the  navy ;  and  of  thefe,  the 
names  that  fianc^  firfl  are  the 
executors  of  Anthony  Vifcount 
Falkland,  whofe  final  account  is 
dated  the  4ch  of  April,  1689,  and 
from  whom  a  balance  of  tvvcnty- 
feven  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
eleven  pounds,  fix  fhillings  and 
f  I'e  pence  farthing,  is  declared  to 
be  then  due.  \Ve  did  rot  mif- 
pend  cur  time  in  a  purfuit  where 
there  was  fo  little  probability  of 
benthc  to  the  public  :  a  debt  that 
has  fubfifted  for  nearly  a  century, 
may  be  prefumed  defperate.  Faf- 
fing over  therefore  this  article,  we 
ilfued  our  precepts  to  Earl  Tem- 
ple, as  reprefentative  of  the  late 
George  Grenville,  Efq;  to  uor^ 
Vifcount  Barringron,  Lord  Vif- 
count Howe,  ana  to  Sir  Gilbert  El- 
liot, Baronet,  as  reprefentative  of 
the  late  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  for  an 
account  of  the  public  money  ia 
their  hands,  cuftody,  or  power,  as 
late  treafurers  of  the  cavy.  The 
returns 
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returns  piade  to  our  precepts  are  fet  ss,  in  tbeir  opinion?,  will   not  be 

forth  in  the  Appendix ;  from  which  more  than  fufficient  to  anfwer  the 

it   appears,    that    the    balances    of  purpofes    for    which    it    has    been 

public  money    remaining  in   their  ufual    to   leave    money  with   him, 

refpci^ivc   hands,    upon    the    d^ys  until    his    final    account   is    pafled. 

therein    mentioned,    amounted    to-  Thcfe   purpofes  are,  firft,  to  carry 

v-^ether    to   the   fum    of    feventy-fix  on     the    recalls    upon     thofe    fliips 

thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-  books  which  were  open  in  his  trea- 

tliree    pounds,    eighteen    fhillings,  furerlliip,  and  the  payment  of  the 

and  one  penny  farthing.  half-pay    lifts,     and     bounties     to 

That  we  might  leara  for  what  chaplains.  The  fliips  books  are 
reafon,  fervices,  or  purpofes,  thefe  ufually  kept  open  for  recalls,  for 
i'u.-ns  are  permitted  to  remain  in  the  feven  or  eight  years  after  the  ex- 
hands  of  the  trealurers  of  the  navy,  piration  of  the  treafurerfliip,  in 
fo  long  after  th'y  are  out  of  office,  order  to  give  thofe  feamen  who,  by 
we  examiaed  feveral  of  the  officers  being  either  turned  over  to  other 
in  this  department,  namely,  George  Hiips,  or  employed  in  other  places, 
Swaffield,  Efq;  cafliicr  ofthe  vie-  could  not  attend  at  the  time  their 
tuaUing  ;  Andrew  Douglas,  Efq;  flup  was  paid,  an  opportunity  of 
payraader  ;  Mr.  Adam  Jellicoe,  receiving  their  wages  when  it  is  in 
chief  clerk  to  the  paymafter,  and  their  power  to  apply  for  them. 
Mr.  Francis  Cook,  ledger-writer.  The  only  fund  applicable  to  this 
By  them  we  are  fupplied  with  the  fervice  is,  the  money  in  the  pay 
follov/ing  information  :  branch,  placed  under  the  head   of 

The   office    of  tlie    treafurer   of  **  To  pay  Ihips,  and  carry  on  re- 


the  navy  is  divided  into  three 
branches,  the  pr.ymafter's,  the  ca- 
(hier's,  and  the  victualling  branch. 
All  the  monev  he  receives  is  for 
the  navy  fervices,  and  placed  un- 
der,   or    carried  over,    to  one   of 


calls."  This  fervice  is  at  an  end 
when  the  (hips  books  are  made  up. 
They  are  made  up  as  they  come 
in  courie,  in  order  of  time  ;  and 
after  the  Kill  is  clofed,  the  half- 
pay  lifts  are   aifo    cloied,  and  the 


thefe  branches  ;  the  money  in  each  payment   of   tjie    bounty   to   chap, 

branch    is     fubdivided,    arranged,  lains  ceafes. 

and    kept    under  various    different  The  other  pnrpofe  is   to  pay  the 

heads  of  fervices  ;  the   whole   ba-  fees  and  expences  of  carrying  on, 

lance,  at   the   time  he  leaves    the  ma,king    up,    and    paffing   his   ac- 


office,  continues  to  be  liable,  whe- 
ther it  be  in  his  hands,  or  in  the 
hands  of  his  reprefentatives,  in 
cafe  of  his  death,  to  the  fame  fer- 
vices  for  which    its  feveral    parts 


counts.  Upon  paffing  every  an- 
nual account,  fees  are  paid  to  the 
auditors  of  the  impreft,  out  of 
the  money  in  his  hands,  under  the 
head  of  '*  To  pay  exchequer  feesj 


were  originally  deftined.;  and  the  and    other  contingent  expences    o( 

commillioners   of  the    navy,    vie-  the   pay-office :"  but  upon  paffing 

J;ual!ing,  and  fick  and  hurt  offices,  his  final    account,   there  is    a  gra- 

each  in   their  feveral  departments,  tuity    alfo    paid    in    the   following 

continue   to    affign   bills  upon  him  manner  : — The  officers  and  clerks 

for  payment,  until    they    have  re-  who    tranfadt    the    bufinels    of    the 

^i^ced  his    balance   to  fuch  a  fum  treafurer    in   office,    carry  on  alfo 

at 
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at  the  fame  time,  and  finally  make 
up,  the  accounts  of  the  treafurers 
out  of  office  ;  for  which  extra  work 
they  have  no  lalary  or  recompence 
whatever,  until  the  final  account 
is  ready  to  be  paficd,  at  which  time 
it  has  been  iilu^l  for  them,  by  pe- 
tition to  the  lords  of  the  treafury, 
to  obtain  a  reafonable  allowance 
for  their  trouble,  which  has  been 
paid  them,  by  virtue  of  a  trea- 
fury warrant,  out  of  any  money 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  that 
treafurer,  under  whatever  heads 
of  fervice  it  may  be  placed.  This 
gratuity,  together  with  the  fees  of 
pafling  the  annual  accounts,  and 
for  the  quietus,  it  is  imagined  will 
exhauft  the  whole  balance  now 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  Lord 
Temple. 

All  the  (hips  books  which  were 
paid  by  Mr.  Grenville,  Lord  Bar- 
rington,  and  Lord  Howe,  are  made 
up,  and  confequently  the  balances 
which  the  three  boards  have  left  in 
the  hands  of  thefe  tieafurers  mult 
be  for  the  purpofe  of  paying  the 
fees  and  expences  of  carrying  on, 
making  up,  and  palling  their  ac- 
counts. Of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot's 
ihips  books,  five  hundred  and  fix 
are  flill  open  for  recalls  ;  and  pay- 
ments, if  applied  tor,  are  made 
upon  them  once  a  week  ;  and  there- 
fore, whatever  fums  ftand  upon 
his  account,  in  his  paymafter's 
branch,  under  the  heads  of  wa- 
ges, half-pay,  and  bounties  to 
chaplains,  are  ftill  applicable  to 
thofe  fervices  ;  and  the  refidue  of 
the  money  permitted  to  remain  with 
him  is  for  the  purpofe  of  paying  the 
fees  and  expences  of  carrying  on, 
making  up,  and  pafling  his  ac- 
•ounts. 

How  foon  then  will  thefe  feve- 
ral  fums  be  wanted  for   this   pur- 


pofe  ?  The  accounts  of  the  trea- 
surers of  the  navy  are  made  up 
and  pafled  as  they  come  in  courfe, 
in  order  of  time  ;  the  officers  muft 
finifh  one  year  before  they  begin 
upon  another ;  and  a  fubfequenC 
treafurer's  account  is  never  finiflied 
till  his  predecelfor's  is  finally  clof- 
ed.  The  ftaie  in  which  their  ac- 
counts are,  in  the  office  of  the 
auditors  of  the  impreft  is  this  : — 
The  laft  which  is  declared  is  Mr. 
Grenvilie's  account  for  the  year 
1758  :  of  all  the  fubfequent  ac- 
counts, only  fome  fedlions  of  their 
refpedive  navy  and  vidualling 
ledgers  are  delivered  into  this 
office  ;  which  parts  of  a  treafurer's 
accounts  are  ufually  fent  thither  aa 
fpeedily  as  they  can  be  made  up 
after  the  year  expires. 

From  an  account  of  the  ba- 
lances remaining  in  the  hands  of 
thefe  treafurers,  at  the  times  they 
refpedtively  ceafed  to  be  treafurers  ; 
and  an  account  of  the  times  when 
their  laft  fliips  books  were  madq 
up  ;  and  a  (tate  of  Mr.  Grenvilie's 
balances,  and  of  the  balances  of 
Lord  Barrington,  Lord  Howe,  and 
Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  every  year  fince 
they  feverally  went  out  of  office, 
all  tranfmitted  to  us  from  the  pay 
office  of  the  navy,  purfuant  to  our 
requifitlons,  we  find  that  A4r. 
Grenville  refigned  this  office  in 
1762^  and  his  laft  fliip's  book  was 
made  up  in  1771  ;  that  Lord  Bar- 
rington refigned  this  office  in  1765, 
and  his  laft  fnip's  book  was  made 
up  in  1775  ;  that  Lord  Howe  re- 
figned this  office  in  1770,  and  his 
lait  fliip's  book  was  made  up  in 
1778  ;  and  that  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot 
died  in  1777  :  hence  it  appears, 
that  for  nineteen  years  there  have 
been  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Gren- 
vilk,    or    of    h's   reprefentatives, 

and 
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ind  Tor  fifteen  years  in  the  hands 
of  Lord  Barrington,  and  ior  ten 
years  in  the  hands  of  Lord  Howe, 
and  for  three  yeais  in  the  hands  of 
the  reprefentatives  of  bir  Gilbert 
Elliot,  confiderable  funis  oi  pub- 
lic money  (exc!uf:ve  of  the  funis  on 
the  heads  of  wages,  half-pay,  and 
bounties  to  chaplains)  deliined  to 
purpofes  which  (except  the  pafling 
three  years  of  Mr.  Grenviilcs  ac- 
counts) have  not  ye:  exiiled,  and 
which,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
progrcfs  hitherto  made  in  pafling 
thefe  accouius,  are  not  likely  foon 
to  exiit. 

Where  public  money  is  appointed 
for  a  fervice  or  purpole  to  arife  at  a 
future  time,  we  are  of  opiiiion.  the 
public  alone  ought  to  hace  the 
cuilody  and  ufe  of  that  money, 
in  the  mean  time,  and  until  the 
fervice  or  purpofe  calls  for  its 
application. 

When  the  fees  and  the  gratuity 
become  payable,  we  fee  no  reafon 
why  the  treafurer  in  office  fliould 
not  pay  them,  irf  like  manner  as 
the  treafurers  out  of  office  pay  them 
now. 

We  did  not  form  our  opinion 
upon  thofe  balances  without  hrft 
hearing  the  late  treafurers  them- 
felves,  or  the  reprefentatives  of 
thofe  v/ho  are  dead  ;  and  therefore 
we  examined  Earl  Temple,  Lord 
Vifcount  Barrington,  Lord  Vif- 
count  Howe,  and  Sir  Gilbert  El- 
liot, Baronet  ;  not  one  of  whom 
made  any  obje£lion  to  paying  their 
balances  into  the  exchequer,  upon 
condition,  feme  of  receiving  their 
quietus,  others  of  being  made  fe- 
cure  in  fuch  payments.  We  do 
therefore  conceive,  that  the  ba- 
lances of  public  money  now  re- 
maining in  the  hands  ot  Karl  Tem^. 
pie,  as  reprefentative  of  the  late 
George  Grenvillc,  Ef(^;  and  in  the 


hands  of  Lord  Vifcount  Barring- 
ton,  and  of  Lord  Yi'count  Hoive, 
and  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliott,  Bart, 
as  reprefentative  of  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliot,  l-^re  treafurers  of  the  navy, 
ought  to  be  paid  into  the  exche- 
quer, for  the  public  fervice,  le*'.'- 
ing  in  the  hands  of  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliot  the  fums  in  his  acccunc 
placed  unc.er  the  heads  of  wages, 
half-pay,  and  bounties  to  chap- 
lainr,  to  carry  on  the  fervices  to 
which  the  fame  are  appHc.ble  : 
that  fuch  payments  fhould  be 
without  prejudice,  and  a  proper 
fecurity  and  indemnification  be 
given  to  each  of  them,  againil- any 
lofs  or  detriment  that  may  accrue 
to  them,  in  confequence  ot  fuch 
payments. 

The  Right  Kon.  Weibore  Ellis, 
the  prefent  treafurer  of  the  navy, 
returiicJ  to  our  rcqulhtion,  a  ba- 
lance in  his  hands  upon  the  31  ft 
of  Augult  laft,  of  three  hundred 
forty-eight  thoufand,  nine  hun- 
dred forty -one  pounds,  eleven 
fliillings  and  nine-pence.  The 
ad  direfls  us  to  examine  into  all 
balances  in  the  hands  of  public 
accountants,  for  the  purpole  of 
coniidering  what  fum  may  be 
taken  out  of  their  hands,  to  be 
applied  to  the  public  fervice.  It 
is  obvious,  we  could  not  examine 
the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the 
treafurer  in  office  with  this  view  : 
it  could  not  be  in  our  power  to 
fay,  that  any  part  of  it  ought  to 
be  paid  back  into  the  exchequer, 
bfrcaufe,  in  an  oin cc  of  fo  conilant 
and  large  an  expenditure,  this 
ium  mult  probably  be  exhauilcd, 
even  while  it  \v:.s  under  our  con- 
uderation  :  but  it  was  competent 
to  us,  and  we  thought  it  our  duty, 
to  examine  whether  this  was  a 
larger  fum  than  the  current  bufi- 
nels  of  the  office  required  lliould 

at 
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£t  that  time  be  entrufted  to  the 
treafurer  of  the  navy.  A  compa- 
rifon  between  the  quantum  of  the 
iam,  and  the  demands  upon  it, 
would  enable  us  to  form  fome 
judgment  upoa-  this  point  :  with' 
thi*  view  we  examined  the  preient 
treafurer  himfejf,  Timothy  Brett, 
Ejquire,  commiflioner  of  the  navy, 
and  compLi oiler  of  the  treaiurer's 
accounts,  John  Slaie,  Efquirc, 
commiiiioaer  of  the  viiluailing, 
and  John  Bell,  Efquirc,  commif- 
iioner  of  the  fick  and  hurt  ;  from 
whom  vv-e  coiledl  the  following  in- 
formation : 

All  the  money  received  by  the 
treafurer,  icr  the  ferviccs  of  the 
navy,  is  eiiher  iffued  to  him  out  of 
ihe  exchequer,  or  paid  to  hin?  by 
fundry  pcr.ons,  in  purfuance  of  the 
diredions  of  the. navy,  vi<51ualiing 
or  iJck  and  hurt  boards.  The 
money  from  the  exchequer  is  if- 
fued to  him,  and  arranged  in  his 
accounts  under  various  heads  of 
fcrvices.  Thefe  heads  are  kept 
diflinft,  and  he  cannot  place  or 
transfer  a  fum  iiTued  to  him 
under  one  head,  to  any  other 
head  of  fervice.  All  bills  af- 
fjgned  upon  him  for  payment  by 
thefe  boards,  fpccify  the  corre- 
fpondent  head  of  fervics  out  of 
which  that  bill  is  to  be  paid,  and 
he  muft  not  pay  it  out  of  money 
placed  under  any  other  head  of 
fervice,  than  that  fo  fpcfcificd  on 
the  bill. 

When  money  is  wanted,  the 
application  for  it  never  originally 
moves  from  the  treafurer,  except 
in  the  fingle  inftance  of  money  to 
pay  fees,  and  other  contingent  ex- 
uences  :  this  he  craves  of  himfelf, 
when  that  fund  is  nearly  exhauft- 
ed  ;  in  all  other  cafes,  the  board, 
jn  whofe  department  it  is,  by  let- 
ter, dcfirc  him  to  prcfent  a  me- 


morial to  the  lords  of  the  trcafury,. 
fpecifying  the  fum  wanted,-  and 
for  what  particular  '  fervice  ;  the 
memorial  purfues  the  letter,  and 
the  iffue  is  directed  from  the  exche- 
quer in  the  terms  of  the  memorial. 
The  treafurer  immediately  certifies 
to  the  navy  board  the  whole  fum 
he  receives,  and  to  the  other  boards 
fo  much  of  that  fum  as  concerns 
them  :  he  alfo  tranfmits  to  the 
navy-board  an  account  of  all  his 
receipts  and  payments  in  the  ca- 
fhier's  and  victualling  branch  every 
fortnight,  and  in  the  pay  branch 
every  month  ;  by  thefe  means  they 
have  an  exadl  knowledge  of  the 
ftate  of  his  balance  under  each 
head  of  fervice.  Each  of  thefe 
boards  enter  in  thei^  books  all  the 
aliignments  they  make  upon  him 
for  payment ;  of  which  they  t-ranf- 
mit  to  him  a  lilt :  hence  they  know 
what  the  aflual  demands  upon  him 
amount  to  ;  and,  from  their  expe- 
rience in  the  courfe  of  the  navy  bu- 
fmefs,  they  can  form  fome  conjec- 
ture relative  to  the  probable  ap- 
proaching demands  that  may  be 
made  upon  him  in  the  various 
branches  of  the  fervice.  By  fuch 
knowledge  and  conjefture  thefe 
boards  are  guided  in  their  direc- 
tions to  the  trealbrer,  as  to  the  time 
when,  the  quantum  of  the  fum,-  and 
the  fervice  for  which  every  applica- 
tion for  a  fupply  is  to  be  made  to 
the  treafury. 

At  the  end  of  every  month  the 
navy-board  transmit  to  the  treafury 
a  certificate,  containing  an  exadt 
ftate  of  all  the  receipts  and  pay- 
ments made  by  the  treafurer  during 
that  month,. as  they  appear  from 
their  books  ;  hence  the  lords  of  the 
treafury  have  full  knowledge  of  tiie 
fiate  of  his  balance  every  month. 
This  certificate  for  the  month  of 
Auguft  Inll  we  procured  fr<?m   the 

navy- 
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navy-office,  on  which  the  balance 
in  the  hands  of  the  treafurer  ap- 
pears to  be  two  hundred  fixty  thou- 
sand, feven  hundred  and  fixteen 
pounds,  one  fhilling  and  eight- 
pence  farthing. 

Being  made  acquainted  thus  far 
with  the  courfe  of  bufinefs  in  this 
office",  our  next  itep  was  to  refolve 
this  balance  of  three  hundred  forty- 
eight  thoufand,  nine  hundred  and 
forty-one  pounds,  eleven  dliillings 
and  nine-pence  into  its  conltituent 
parts,  and  compare  the  quantum 
of  each  part,  as  far  as  we  couid, 
with  the  adlual  and  probable  de- 
mands of  fervice  upon  it  on  the 
3iftof  Augult,  the  date  of  his  re- 
turn. 

The  firft  circumftance   that   en- 
gaged  cur  attention,  was  a   differ- 
ence between  the    treafurer's    ba- 
lance and   the  navy  balance,  upon 
the  fame  day,  the    31ft  of  Auguil, 
the  former  exceeding  the  latter  by 
the  fum  of  eighty-eight  thoufand, 
two     hundred     and     twenty  -  five 
pounds     tin    {hillings      and    three 
farthings  :  this  difference  lies  in  the 
calliier's  and   vi(ftu"a!ling  branches, 
and     arifes      from     the     following 
caufe  :  —  when     the    three    boards 
affign   bills  upon  the  treafurer  for 
payment,    they    immediately   give 
him   credit   for   thofe  bil's,  in    his 
account  kept  at  their  oihcej  ;  but 
the  treafurer  does  not  himfelf  take 
credit  for  any  bills  in  his  own  ar- 
count  till    he   adually  pays   them. 
The  perfons  who  receive  thefe  bills 
do  not  always  immediately  prefent 
them  to  the  treafurer  for  payment, 
but  frequently  keep   them   in  their 
poffeflion    for  a  confiderable  time. 
The  treafurer's  balance  mult  there- 
fore exceed    the  navy  balance    as 
much  as  the  fum  of  the  bills  affiSfn- 
cd    upon    him    for    payment'  ex- 


ceeds the  fum  of  the  bills  a«- 
tually  paid  by  him.  We  conceive 
this  exccfs  is  not  money  for  which 
the  treafurer  is  accountable  to  the 
public,  but  belongs  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  thofe  bills,  and  remains 
in  his  hands,  at  their  rifk,  until 
they  apply  to  him  for  payment. 
This  fum,  therefore,  we  think, 
Ihould  be  deduced  from  his  ba- 
lance. 

We,  in  the  next  plalc^,  obferved 
that  fcveral  fums    in    each  branch 
were  not  actually  in    the  hands  of 
the    treafurer,    but    of  his  officers 
and  clerks,  either  carrying  on  fer- 
vices  in  London,  or  at  the  diftanc 
ports,-  whither  thefe  fums  were  di- 
redled  to  be  fent  by  the  navy-board, 
to  carry  on   the   fervices  at   thofe 
ports.     Jt  may  reafonabiy  be  pre- 
fumed,  that  the  boahds 'would  not 
have  direfted  into  the  hanc!5  of  the 
officers,  nor  the  treufcrer  have  en- 
trurted    them    with,    larrger    fums 
than   were  wanted-;  arid    therefore 
thefe  fums   too,    mrty  "be  dcdufled 
from      the      trcafcrcr's     -balance  ; 
which  will   reduce  the   public  mo- 
ney   aftually  in    his  hands  to  the 
fum  of  one  hundred,  twenty-eight 
thoufand,    eightv^  -  three     poutids, 
fixteen    (hillings,    and    ten    penc2 
farthing.      The    conftituent  .parts 
of    this    balance,  'under    theii-  Se- 
veral heads  of  fervice,  conClling  of 
a  variety  of  articTers,  are  R-ated   in. 
the  navy  ccrtific^ie  :  feme  of  them 
carry    the    appcarnnce    of   having 
been   applied   for  "fconcr  than  the 
fervices    feem    to    have    required : 
but,    upon  examination,    we    find 
that  the  boards    do  nd't  direft  an 
application    for    a    fupj)ly    to    any 
fund,    until    they    know    that  fund 
is  nearly,  or  likely   fccn  to  be  ex- 
hauded.     The  treafury    ure   fome- 
ti.'nes  prevented  from  gran'inr^  the 
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iilue  until  many  uays  after  ii  is 
craved ;  and  therefore  the  bouds 
are  careful  to  apply  early  enough, 
to  guard  agai;ift  the  hazard  of  a 
dt?ni;t(ul  upon  an  exhaufted  fund. 
To  fearch  into  the  adlual  and  pro- 
bable demand^,  at  that  time,  upon 
each  of  thefe  fums,  was  hardly 
prai5licablL'  :  onecircumlrance  alone 
might  enable  us  to  judge  with  fuf- 
ficienc  accuracy,  whether  the  fum 
total  was  too  large  or  not ;  that  is, 
i'.\  wh^t  time  this  balance  was  in 
fsfl  paid  away  by  the  treafurer. 
It  appears  from  his  accounts  for 
the  month  of  Auguft,  tiiat  this 
whole  balance,  and  much  more, 
was  received  by  him  during  that 
month  :  and  by  his  accounts  for  the 
month  of  September,  tranfmitted 
to  us  purfuant  to  our  requifition, 
it  appears  that.^not  only  the  ba- 
Jance  remaining  on  the  31  ft  of 
Auguit,  but  a  much  larger  fum, 
■was  in  fa£t  paid  away  by  him  d ur- 
ine the  fucceedinjr  month.  Con- 
ijdenng  therefore,  this  lum  by  it- 
klr,  independent  of,  and  uncon- 
ntAed  with  his  other  receipts  and 
payments,  prior  and  fublequent  to 
the  date  of  this  balance,  we  haie 
no  grounds  to  fay  that  this  indivi- 
dual iara,  received  in  one  moiiih, 
and  paid  away  in  the  next,  was 
more  than  the  fervice  re*.}iii red 
fhoald  be  i:\th2hancis0fthe  trea- 
furer of  the  navy  upon  the  31;!  of 
ii':guit  iail. 

But  it  was  neceflary  to  extend  our 
enquiry  Hi  11  farther.  What  is  the 
amount  of  the  fum  that  has  been 
continually  in  the  hands  of  the  trea- 
furer of  the  navy  ;  and  has  that 
fum  been  n:.ore  than  the  current 
fe;  vices  required  }  To  come  at 
this  knowledge,  we  obtained  from 
the  n.;vy  ofnce  an  account  of  the 
total  fums    received  and    paid    by 


the  treafurer  of  the  navy,  for 
every  month  from  the  ill  of  Ja- 
nuary 1779,  to  the  3  ill  of  Auguil 
laft,  with  the  total  of  the  balan- 
ces remaining  in  his  hands  at  the 
end  of  each  month,  as  they  appear 
in  the  monthly  certificates  to  the 
treafury. 

As  the  public  money  ihould 
pafs  without  delay  from  the  pocket 
of  the  fubjeft  into  the  exchequer, 
fo  it  ought  not  to  iiTue  out  'of  the 
exchequer,  either  before  it  is  want- 
ed, or  in  larger  fums  than  the  fer- 
vice for  which  it  is  iffued  requires. 
By  this  lali  account,  a  very  large 
fum  has  been  conftantly  in  his 
hands,  during  the  period  therein 
mentioned,  ex-clufive  of  the  amount 
of  bills  alligned  upon  him,  but  not 
prefented  to  him  for  payinent. 
The  principal  caufe  of  the  mag- 
nitude of  this  balance,  is  the  prac- 
tice, in  this  office,  of  not  apply- 
ing money  iffued  under  one  head, 
towards  fatisfying  a  demand  upon 
any  other  head  of  fervice ;  the 
confequence  of  which  is*,'  when  the 
money  upon  thg  account  of  any 
head  of  fervice  is  nearly  exhaufted, 
a  fupply  maft  be  procured  for  that 
fervice,  how  abundant  foever  the 
fums  upon  othe-r  heads  of  accounts, 
or  the  fum  total  of  his  cafh,  may 
be.  Were  all  the  fums  he  receives 
to  coniiitute  and  be  conlldered  as 
one  common  general  cafh,  and  be 
applied  indifcriminately  to  every 
fervice,  a  much  lefs  fum  than  the 
lowell  of  the  balances  in  the  ac- 
count laft-mentioned  would,  in 
our  opinion,  fufhce  to  carry  on 
the  current  fervices  of  the  navy, 
even  various  and  extenfive  as  they 
now  are.  It  wonli  create  no  con- 
fujion  in  the  accounts  ;  for  the  re- 
ceipts and  payments  under  each 
head  of  fervice  might  ftill  he  kept 
diftincl ; 
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vliftindl ;  and   though  the  payments 
inight  frequently    exceed    the    re- 
ceipts on  iome  heads  of  accounts, 
yet    the    treal'urer    would    not    be 
without    fufficient    cafh,    and    the 
next    iffue     from     the    exchequer 
^vould  reitore   the  L)alances.     What 
the  fum   neceflary  for  carrying  on 
chc  iervice  fhould  be,  muft  depend 
upon    circumltances  :    it    will     be 
diiFefent    at   different    times,    and 
mult  be  left  principally  to  the  dif- 
cretion  of  thofe  commiflicners,  from 
whom    the    diredlion    for     fupplies 
moves,    who,    being:  converfant  in 
the    bufinefs,  can    befi;    determine. 
Bat,  to  enable  the  lords  of  the  trea- 
lury  likewife  to  judge  of  the  pro- 
priety   of,    and     be    a    check  and 
controul    upon,  the   reqiiifition,  we 
are   of  orinion,  that,  befidcs    the 
certificate    fent  every  month   from 
the  navy-board,  an  account  of  the 
fum  total  of   the    balance    in    the 
hands  of  the  treafurer  of  the  navy, 
fhould  be   infei  ted  in  every   appli- 
cation   for  a  fupply    lo    the    trea- 
fury. 

We  have  not  been  inattentive  to 
defedls  ;  we  have  cbferved  in  this 
office,  during  the  courle  of  our  in- 
quiries, defects  which  concern  the 
oificer,  the  office,  and  the  public. 

The  treafurer  finds  his  bufinefs 
does  not  end  with  his  office  ;  his 
accounts  are  I'till  open  :  he  goes 
on,  receiving  and  paving,  until  he 
feels  himfelf,  his  family,  and  his 
fortune,  fubjeft  to  all  the  evils  of 
long  public  accounts  far  in  ar- 
rear,  and  the  difhcuUies  of  ren- 
dering an  account  increafing  dailv  : 
he  continues  refponfiblc  for  mil- 
lions, without  an  expectation  of  ob- 
taining his  final  difcharge  during 
his  life. 

The  office  is  perplexed  with  a 
multiplicity    of  thefe   accounts,— 
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There  are  four  diftinft  accounts,  of 
four  treafiirers  of  the  navy,  at  this 
time  open  at  the  pay-office,  and 
bufinefs  is  carried  on  upon  every 
one  of  them  at  the  fame  time,  by 
the  fame  officers,  when  the  current 
bufinefs  of  the  prefent  treafurer 
alone  would  find  employment  e- 
nough  for  them  all. 

There  have  been  ifilied  to  three 
of  thefe  treaf'irers,  for  the  navy  fer- 
vice,  upwards  of  thirty-three  mil- 
lions, the  accounts  of  which  are  not 
paiTcd  ;  excuifive  of  above  twenty- 
five  millions  to  the  late  Mr.  Gren- 
ville,  whofe  final  account  is  not  yet 
fettled  ;  and  of  fixieen  millions 
to  the  prefent  treafurer,  none  of 
whofe  accounts  could  as  yet  be 
fettled. 

The  navy  accounts  in  July  laft, 
when  the  imprelt  certificate  was 
tranfmitted  to  us,  were  in  arrear  in 
the  ofiice  of  the  auditor  of  the 
imprelt  twenty-two  years.  This 
delay  is  occafioned  by  the  accounts 
of  the  fubfequcnt  years  not  being 
made  up  at  the  pay-office  of  the 
navy,  where  there  is  a  want  of 
officers  and  clerks  for  this  depart- 
ment. A  fufficient  number  of  per- 
fons,  intelligent  in  this  branch, 
fhould  forthwith  be  provided  by 
the  proper  authority,  with  ade- 
quate falaries,  for  the  fole  purpofe 
of  proceeding  upon,  bringing  for-, 
ward,  and  making  up  thefe  ac-  ' 
counts,  with  as  much  difpatch 
as  the  nature  of  the  bufinefs  will 
admit.     , 

By  this  delay  in  making  up  the 
accounts,  the  public  loles  the  ufe, 
at  iealt,  of  conhderable  fums  of 
their  own  money ;  not  that  the 
principal  itfelf  has  always  beea 
fafe.  A  defaulter  of  above  twenty- 
feven  thoufand  pounds  flands  at 
the  head  of  the  lilt  cf  treafurers  of 
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the  navy  upon  the  imprell  cercifi- 
cate. 

We  enquired  why  a  treafurer, 
under  the  prefein  conftitution  of 
the  office,  might  not,  upon  his  re- 
Hgnation,  immediately  pay  over 
his  balance  to  the  fucceiroi,  or 
into  the  exchequer,  and  all  the 
fublequent  traniaftions  ot  otlice  be 
carried  on  by  the  treaiurer  for  the 
time  being  ? — Two  reafons  were 
afilgiied  for  the  neceflitv  of  keeping 
open  his  accounts,  though  out  of 
office. 

I  ft.  That  fufficient  time  may  be 
given  to  his  fub-accountJtits  to  clear 
their  imprefts. 

The  iub  -  accountants  are  cer- 
tainly very  numerous  ;  and  as,  ac- 
cording to  the  prefent  mode  of 
paffing  thcfe  accounts,  they  mull: 
all  be  fct  injup.cr  upon  the  final  ac- 
count, was  th;U  account  to  be 
made  up  foon  after  the  expiration 
of  the  treafurerlhip,  it  would  be 
very  voluminous  and  troublefome 
to  the  office.  But,  fince  the  trea- 
furer in  office  does  now  clear  the 
impreils  of  fome  of  his  predecef- 
fors,  and  can  clear  the  imprelts  of 
all,  and  the  three  boards  can,  at 
their  pleafure,  call  upon  the  iub- 
accountants  to  clear  their  impreils, 
we  do  not  thiuk  this  reafon  con- 
clufive. 

2d.  That  the  payfinent  of  his 
fhips  books  may  be  complete. I. 

A  Ihip's  book  ii  a  voucher  for 
the  treafurer  who  pays  it :  two 
cannot  pay  upon  the  fame  book  ;  it 
would  create  confufion,  as  the  pay- 
ments of  the  one  could  not,  with- 
out great  trouble  and  difficulty,  be 
diilinguifhed  from  thofe  ot  the 
other ;  it  could  not  therefore  be 
-mads  a  voucher  for  two  treaiarers. 
To  enable  a  treafurer  vn.  office  to 
carry  on  the  payment  of  a  Ihip's 


book  open  in  the  time  of  his  pre- 
deccflbr,  the  names  of  all  the  fea- 
men  not  paid  mull  be  abftraded, 
and  entered  in  a  new  book  ;  a  work 
of  great  labour  and  length  of  time, 
where  ihe  books  arc  fo  numerous  ; 
and  during  all  that  time,  no  pay- 
ment of  wages  could  be  made  to 
the  feamen  unpaid  upon  thofe 
books. 

Upon  the  examination  of  a  fhip's 
book,  there  appears  a  foundation 
for  this  objeftion,  which  opens  i 
door  for  a  poffible  milchief,  worthy 
confideration.  It  is  in  the  power 
of  a  treafurer  of  the  navy,  retiring 
in  difguft,  to  refufe  carrying  on 
any  more  payments,  and  by  that 
means  to  put  a  ftop,  for  eight 
months  or  more,  to  the  payment 
of  all  the  feamen  on  the  numerous 
volumes  of  fhips  books  open  at  the 
feveral  ports  in  his  treafurerffiip. 
Mr.  Gienville  left  open  above  thir- 
teen hundred.  This  evil  does  not 
reft  in  fpeculation  ;  we  have  an  in- 
ftance  of  it  in  evidence.  The  of- 
fice that  does  not  guard  againft  the 
poffibility  of  fuch  an  evil,  is  funda- 
mentally defe<flive. 

Thefe  defers  (hould  be  fpeedily 
correded.  To  alter  the  conftitu- 
tion of  the  office  ;  to  aboliih  the 
fubordinate  treafury ;  to  render  a 
treafurer  the  mere  accountant  ;  and 
to  vary  the  mode  of  accountings 
carry  with  them  a  ftrong  appear- 
ance of  an  eft'edtuai  remedy  :  but 
were  we,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
our  inquiries,  to  come  to  decifions 
of  fuch  moment,  we  ftiould  be 
premature,  perhaps  rafh.  It  is 
eafier  to  fee  the  defedH  than  to 
fupply  the  regulation.  The  pay 
of  the  navy  is  an  important  ob- 
ject, and  any  alteration  in  the 
mode  {hould  be  well  weighed  be- 


fore it  is  adopted  ;    it 
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traced  throuph  all  its  efFecl?,  and 
perfei^ly  afcertained  to  be  as  feafi- 
ble  in  praftice,  as  it  is  fpecious  in 
theory.  To  difturb,  to  confound, 
or  to  delay  (effedts  not  unfrequent, 
when  noveliy  of  form  is  introduc- 
ed, and  new  principles  applied  to 
an  old  office)  might  be  attended 
with  very  ferious  confequences. 

The  del'efts,  to  which  we  have 
alluded,  prefented  themfelves  in 
the  courfe  of  an  examination  made, 
in  obedience  to  the  Ai.\,  for  a 
more  limited  purpofe.  Coming 
however,  before  us,  they  are,  in 
our  opinion,  too  important  to  be 
pafi'cd  over  in  filence;  we  thought 
it  our  duty  to  point  them  out, 
that,  fliould  they  be  deemed  a 
proper  fubjefl  for  the  exercife  of 
the  wifdom  of  the  legiflature,  the 
folid  advantages,  which  would  re- 
lult  to  the  public  from  their  cor- 
redlion,  might  not  be  delayed. 
Had  we  protradled  this  report  un- 
til we  were  pofTefled  of  materials 
for  a  well-grounded  opinion  upon 
thefe  points,  we  mull  have  dif- 
obeyed  the  Aft,  that  enjoins  us  to 
report,  in  the  firll  place,  upon 
the  balances  in  the  hands  of  ac- 
countants in  this  feffion  of  parlia- 
ment, to  the  end  that  the  public 
money,  long  ago  ifiued,  and  Itill 
remaining  in  their  hands,  may, 
with  all  convenient  fpeed,  be  re- 
ftored  to  the  protection  of  the 
public. 

Guy  Carleton,  (L.  S.) 

T.  Anguish,  (L.  S.) 

A.  PiGGOTT,  (L.  S.) 

RtCHARD   NeAVE,  (L.    S.) 

Sam.  Beachcroft,    (L.  S.) 
Geo,  Drummond,     (L.  S.) 

OJfice  of  Accounts,  Bell-Tard, 
March  6,   1781. 
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^he  remaining  reports  of  the  com' 
viijjlcncrs  H.\)iU  be  gi-jen  tn  the  next 

I'olujue. 


Heads  of  the  principal  A£is  of  Par- 
liament from  Nov.  I,  1780,  to 
July  18,    1781. 

N  A61  for  the  better  fupply 
^  __^  of  mariners  and  feamen,  to 
ferve  in  his  majefty's  fhips  of 
war,  and  on  board  merchant  (hips, 
and  other  trading  fhips  and  vcf- 
fels. 

An  A61  for  extending  the  pro- 
vifions  of  three  Afts  made  in  the 
18th,  19th,  and  20th  years  of  his 
prefent  majefty's  reign,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  bringing  prize  goods  into 
this  kingdom,  to  prizes  taken 
from  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Provinces;  fo:  declaring 
what  goods  fliall  be  deemed  mili- 
tary or  (hip  itores  ;  for  regulating 
the  fale  of,  and  afcertaining  the 
duties  upon  Eall -India  goods,  con- 
demned as  prize  in  the  port  of 
London;  for  permitting  the  pur- 
chafers  of  prize  goods,  conciemn- 
ed  abroad,  to  import  fuch  goods 
into  this  kingdom,  under  the  like 
regulations  and  advantages  as  are 
rrranted  by  law  to  the  captors 
themfelves;  and  for  reducing  the 
duties  on  foreign  prize  tobacco. 

An  Aft  for  the  encouragement 
of  feamen,  and  for  the  more  ipecdy 
and  effeftual  manning  of  his  ma- 
jelly's  navy. 

An  Aft  for  keeping  the  militia 
forces  of  this  kingdom  complete, 
during  the  time  therein  mention- 
ed ;  and  for  regulating  the  admif- 
fion  of  fubllitutes  to  ferve  in  the 
militia. 

A.n  Aft  to  permit  the  importa- 
[r]  lioa 
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tion  of  flax,  and  flax  feed.  Into 
this  kingdom,  or  Ireland,  in  any 
fhip  or  veffel  belonging  to  any 
kingdom  or  ftate  in  amity  with  his 
majcRy,  navigated  with  foreign 
mariners,  during  the  prefent  hof- 
tilitics. 

An  Aifl  to  permit  goods,  the 
produtfl  or  manufactare  of  certain 
places  within  the  Levant,  or  Me- 
diterranean feas,  to  be  imported 
into  Great  Britain,  or  Ireland,  in 
Britifh  or  foreign  veffels,  from 
any  place  whatfoever,  and  for  lay- 
ing a  duty  on  cotton,  and  cotton 
wool,  imported  into  this  kingdom, 
in  foreign  fhips  or  vcfTels,  during 
the  prefent  hoftilities. 

An  Afl  to  permit,  during  the 
prefent  hoftiiities,  the  importation 
of  goods,  the  produce  of  the  plari- 
tations  of  the  crown  of  Portugal, 
into  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in 
Portuguefe  veflcls,  and  the  im- 
portation of  certain  other  goods 
therein  mentioned,  in  any  neutral 
fhips  and  veffels. 

An  A61  for  preventing  crtain 
abufes  and  profanations  on  the 
Lord's  d.iy,  calied  Sunday. 

An  A^\  for  continuing  and  a- 
mending  an  Ad,  made  in  the  lad 
feiTjon  of  parliament,  intituled, 
"  An  Aft  for  appointing  and  ena- 
bling commiffioners  to  examine, 
take,  and  fiate  the  public  accounts 
of  the  kingdom  ;  and  to  report 
what  balances  are  in  the.  hands  of 
accountants  which  may  be  applied 
to  the  public  fervice,  and  what 
defects  there  are  in  the  prelent 
mode  of  receiving,  coi'eding,  if- 
fuing,  and  accounting  for  public 
money,  and  in  what  more  expe- 
ditious and  effeitual,  and  lefs  ex- 
penfive  manner,  the  faid  fervice 
can,  ia  future,   be  regulated  and 
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carried  on  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public." 

An  Aft  to  direft  the  payment 
into  the  exchequer,  of  the  refpec- 
tive  balances  remaining  in  the 
hands  of  the  feveral  pcrfons  there- 
in named,  for  the  u(e  and  benefit 
of  the  public,  and  for  indemnify- 
ing the  faid  refpeftive  perfons  and 
their  reprefentatives,  in  refpeft  of 
fach  payments,  and  againft  all  fu- 
ture claims  relating:  thereto,  and 
for  other  purpofes  therein  men- 
tioned. 

An  Aft  to  render  vaKd,  certain 
marriages  folemnized  in  certain 
churches  and  public  chapels,  in 
which  banns  had  not  ufuaily  been 
publifhed  before,  or  at  the  time 
of  paffing  an  Aft,  made  in  the 
26th  year  of  King  George  the  Se- 
cond, intituled,  "  An  Aft  for  the 
better  preventing  all  clandeftine 
marriages." 

An  Aft  for  ellablifhing  an  agree- 
ment with  the  united  company  of 
merchants  trading  to  the  Eaft-In- 
dies,  for  the  payment  of  the  fum 
of  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  public,  in  full 
difcharge  and  fatisfaftion  of  all 
claims  and  demands  of  the  public, 
&c.  and  for  granting  to  the  faid 
company,  for  a  farther  term,  the 
fole  and  exclufive  trade  to  and  from 
the  Eali-Indies;  and  for  eltabiifh- 
ing  certain  regulntions  for  the 
better  management  of  the  affairs 
of  the  faid  company,  as  well  in 
India  as  in  Europe,  and  the  re- 
cruiting the  military  forces  of  the 
faid  company. 

An  Aft  to  explain  and  amend  fo 
much  of  an  Aft,  made  in  the  13th 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  prelent 
majetly,  intituled,  "  An  Aft  for 
eftablifhing  certain  regulations  for 
-  the 
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the  better  management  of  the  af-  dicature;  and  alfo  for  indemnify- 

fairs  of  the  Eait-India  company,  ing     the    governor  -  general     and 

as  well  in  India  as  in  Europe,  as  council  of  Bengal,  and  all  officers 

relates  to  theadminiftration  of  juf-  who  have  afted   under  their  orders 

tice  in  Bengal;  and  for  the  relief  or  authority,  in  the  refiftance  made 

of   certain   perfons  imprifoned   at  to    the    procefs    of    the    fupremc 

Calcutta,  in  Bengal,  under  a  ju-  court," 
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CharaHer  ef  the  Empef-or  Con{is.r\~ 
tine  ;  /rom  Gibbon'j  Hi/lory  of 
the  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Ro- 
man £mpire. 

tA.  D.  324.1 

THE  charatfler  of  the  prince 
who  removed  the  feat  of 
empire,  and  introduced  fuch  im- 
portant changes  into  the  civil  and 
religious  conltitution  of  his  coun^ 
try,  has  fixed  the  attention,  and 
divided  the  opinions,  of  man- 
kind. By  the  grateful  zeal  of  the 
Ghrillians,  the  deliverer  of  the 
church  has  been  decorated  with 
every  attribute  of  a  hero,  and 
even  of  a  faint;  while  the  dif- 
content  of  the  vanquifhed  party 
has  compared  Conftancine  to  the 
jnofl  abhorred  of  thofe  tyrants, 
who,  by  their  vice  and  weak- 
nefs,  di(honoured  the  Imperial 
purple.  The  fame  pafiions  have 
in  fome  degree  been  perpetuated 
to  fucceeding  generations,  and  the 
charadler  of  Conftantine  is  confi- 
dered,  even  in  the  prefent  age, 
as  an  objeft  either  of  fatire  or 
of  panegyric.  By  the  impartial 
union  of  thofe  defedls  which  are 
confefl'ed  by  his  warmeft  admirers, 
Jind  of  thofe  virtues  which  are 
acknowledged  by  his  moll  impla- 
cable enemies,  we  might  hope  to 
delineate  a  jult  portrait  of  that 
Vpl.  XXIV. 


extraordinary  man,  which  the 
truth  and  candour  of  hiftory  (hould 
adopt  without  a  blulh.  But  it 
would  foon  appear,  that  the  vain 
attempt  to  blend  fuch  difcordanc 
colours,  and  to  reconcile  fuch  in- 
confiilent  qualities,  muft  produce 
a  figure  monftrous  rather  than 
human,  unlefs  it  is  viewed  in  its 
proper  and  dillinft  lights,  by  a 
careful  feparation  of  the  diiFerenc 
periods  of  the  reign  of  Conftantine. 

The  perfon,  as  well  as  the 
mind  of  Conitantine,  had  been  en- 
riched by  nature  with  her  choiceft 
endowments.  His  llature  was 
lofty,  his  countenance  majeltic, 
his  deportment  graceful  ;  his 
ilrength  and  activity  were  difplay- 
ed  in  every  manly  exercife,  and 
from  his  earlielt  youth,  to  a  very 
advanced  feafon  of  life,  he  pre- 
ferved  the  vigour  of  his  conltitu- 
tion by  a  ftricl  adherence  to  the 
domellic  virtues  of  chaility  and 
temperance.  He  delighted  in  the 
fecial  intercourfe  of  familiar  con- 
verfation ;  and  though  he  might 
fometimes  indulge  his  difpofitioa 
to  raillery  with  lefs  referve  thaa 
was  required  by  the  ictcre  dignity 
of  his  nation,  the  courtefy  and 
liberality  of  his  manners  gained 
the  hearts  of  all  who  approached 
him.  The  fincerity  of  his  friend- 
Ihip  has    been  fufpe^d  ;    yet    h« 

^  lhewcd« 
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Ibewed,  on  fbme  occafions,  that 
he  was  not  incapable  of  a  warm 
and  lading  attachment.  The 
difadvantage  of  an  illiterate  edu- 
cation had  not  prevented  him  from 
forming  a  jull  ellimate  of  the  va- 
lue of  learning  ;  and  the  arts  and 
fcicnces  derived  fome  encourage- 
ment from  the  munificent  protec- 
tion of  Conlbntine.  In  the  dif- 
patch  of  budncfs,  his  diligence 
was  indefatigable  ;  and  the  adtive 
powers  of  his  mind  were  almoft 
continually  exercifed  in  reading, 
writing,  or  rricditating,  in  giving 
audience  to  arabaffadors,  and  in 
examining  the  complaints  of  his 
fubjeds.  Even  thofe  who  cen- 
fured  the  propriety  of  his  meafures 
were  compelled  to  acknowledge, 
that  he  poflefied  magnanimity  to 
conceive,  and  patience  to  execute, 
the  m.oll  arduous  defigns,  without 
being  checked  either  by  the  pre- 
judices of  education,  or  by  the 
clamours  of  the  multitude.  In 
the  field,  he  infufed  his  own  in- 
trepid fpirit  into  the  troops 
whom  he  condufted,  with  the  ta- 
lents of  a  confummate  general ; 
and  to  his  abilities,  rather  than  to 
his  fortune,  we  may  afcribe  the 
lignal  vidlories  which  he  obtained 
over  the  foreign  and  domeliic  foes 
of  the  republic.  He  loved  glory, 
as  the  reward,  perhaps  as  the 
motive,  of  his  labours.  The 
boundlefs  ambition,  which,  from 
the  moment  of  his  accepting  the 
purple  at  York,  appears  as  the 
ruling  paffion  of  his  foul,  may 
be  judified  by  the  dangers  of  his 
own  fituation,  by  the  charader  of 
his  rivals',  by  the  confciouinefs  of 
fuperior  merit,  and  by  the  prof- 
pect  that  his  fuccefs  would  enable 
him  to  reftore  peace  and  order  to 
the  dillraded'v  empire.    In  his  ci- 


vil wars  againft  Maxentius  and 
Licinius,  he  had  engaged  on  his 
fide  the  inclinations  of  the  people, 
who  compared  the  undiflembled 
vices  of  thofe  tyrants,  with  the 
fpirit  of  wifdom  and  juftice  which 
feemed  to  dired  the  general  tenor 
of  the  adminiltration  of  Conftan- 
tine. 

Had  Conflantine  fallen  on  the 
banks  of  the  Tyber,  or  even  in 
the  plains  of  Hadrianople,  fuch 
is  the  charafter  which,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  he  might  have  tranf- 
mitced  to  poftericy.  But  the  con- 
clufion  of  his  reign  (according  to 
the  moderate  and  indeed  tender 
fentence  of  a  writer  of  the  fame 
age)  degraded  him  from  the  rank 
which  he  had  acquired  among  the 
moft  deferving  of  the  Roman 
princes.  Jn  the  life  of  Auguflus, 
we  behold  the  tyrant  of  the  re- 
public, converted,  almoft  by  im- 
perceptible degrees,  into  the  fa- 
ther of  his  country  and  of  human 
kind.  Jn  that  of  Conflantine,  we 
may  contemplate  a  hero,  who  had 
fo  long  infpired  his  fubjefts  with 
love,  and  his  enemies  with  terror, 
degenerating  into  a  cruel  and  dil- 
folute  monarch,  corrupted  by  his 
fortune,  or  raifed  by  conquefl 
above  the  neceffity  of  diflimula- 
tion.  The  general  peace  which  he 
maintained  during  the  laft  four- 
teen years  of  his  reign,  was  a  pe- 
riod of  apparent  fplendor  rather 
than  of  real  profperity ;  and  the 
old  age  of  Conllantine  was  dif- 
graced  by  the  oppofite  yet  recon- 
cileable  vices  of  rapacioufnefs  and 
prodigality.  The  accumulated 
treafures  found  in  the  palaces  of 
Maxentius  and  Licinius,  were  la- 
vishly confumed;  the  various  in- 
novations introduced  by  the  con- 
queror, were  attended  with  an 
encreafuig 
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•ncreafing  expence  ;  the  coft  of 
his  buildings,  his  court,  and  his 
feftivals,  required  an  immediate 
and  plentiful  fupply ;  and  the 
oppreffion  of  tiie  people  was  the 
only  fund  which  could  fupport  the 
magnificence  of  the  iovereign. 
His  unworthy  favourites,  en- 
riched by  the  boundlefs  liberality 
of  their  mailer,  ufurped  with 
impunity  the  privilege  of  rapine 
and  corruption.  A  fecrec  but 
univerfal  decay  was  felt  in  every 
part  of  the  public  adminiitration, 
and  the  emperor  himfelf,  though 
he  ftiil  retained  the  obedience, 
gradually  loft  the  eReem,  of  his 
fubjefts.  The  drefs  and  manners, 
which,  towards  the  decline  of  life, 
he  chofe  to  afFcft,  ferved  only  to 
degrade  him  in  the  eyes  of  man- 
kind. The  Afiatic  pomp,  which 
had  been  adopted  by  the  pride  of 
Diocletian,  afTumed  an  air  of  foft- 
nefs  and  effeminacy  in  the  perfon 
of  Conftantine,  He  is  repre- 
fented  with  falfe  hair  of  various 
colours,  laborioufly  arranged  by 
the  fkilful  artilb  of  the  times;  a 
diadem  of  a  new  and  more  expcn- 
five  fafhiion  ;  a  profufjon  of  gems 
and  pearls,  of  collars  and  brace- 
Jets,  and  a  variegated  flowing 
rode  of  filic,  moft  curioufly  em- 
broidered with  flowers  of  gold. 
Jn  fuch  apparel,  fcarcely  to  be  ex- 
cufed  by  the  youth  and  folly  of 
Elagabalus,  we  are  at  a  lofs  to 
difcover  the  wifdorn  of  an  aged 
monarch,  and  the  fimplicity  of 
a  Roman  veteran.  A  mind  thus 
relaxed  by  profperity  and  indul- 
gence, was  incapable  ot  .riling  to 
that  magnanimity  which  difdains 
fufpicion,  and  dares  to  forgive. 
The  deaths  of  Maximinirn  and 
Licinius  may  perhaps  be  jullihed 
by  the  maxims  of  policy,   as  they 


are  taught  in  the  fchools  of  ty- 
rants ;  but  an  impartial  narrative 
of  the  executions,  or  rather  mur- 
ders, which  fullied  the  declining 
age  of  Conllantlne,  will  fuggelt 
to  our  mo!l  candid  thoughts,  the 
idea  of  a  prince,  who  could  facri- 
fice  without  reluftance  the  laws  of 
jullice,  and  the  feelings  of  nature, 
to  the  di(Qates  either  of  his  paffions 
or  of  his  intereft. 


j^f!  Account  of  the  pajicral  Manners 
and  of  the  Go'vsmment  of  the 
Scythians  or  Tartars  ;  from  the 
Jame  Author. 

IN  every  age,  the  immenfe 
plains  of  Scythia,  or  Tartary, 
have  been  inhabited  by  vagranc 
tribes,  of  hunters  and  (hepherds, 
vvhofe  indolence  refufes  to  culti- 
vate the  earth,  and  whofe  rcftlefs 
fpirit  difdains  the  confinement  of 
a  fcdentary  life.  In  every  age, 
the  Scythians,  and  Tartars,  have 
been  renowned  for  their  .invinci- 
ble courage,  ru'c.  rapid  conquells. 
The  thrones  of  Afia  have  been 
repeatedly  overturned  by  the  fhep- 
herds  of  the  North  ;  and  their 
arms  have  fpread  terror  and  de- 
va/lation  over  the  moft  fertile  and 
warlike  countries  of  Europe.  On 
this  occafion,  as  well  as  on  many 
others,  the  fober  hiitorian  is  forci- 
bly awakened  from  a  pleafing  vi- 
fion  ;  and  is  compelled,  with  fome 
reluctance,  to  confefs,  that  the 
pailoral  manners,  which  have  been 
adorned  with  th':  faireft  attributes 
of  peace  and  ir^nocence,  are  much 
better  adapted  to  the  fierce  and 
cruel  habits  of  a  military  life. 
To  iliultrate  this  obfervation,  1 
{hall  now  proceed  to  confider  a. 
nation  of  Jhephcrds  and  of  war- 
B  2  riors. 
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riors,  in  the  three  important  ar- 
ticles of,  I.  Their  diet;  II.  Their 
habitation?;  and,  III.  Their  ex- 
ercifes.  The  narratives  of  anti- 
quity are  jullified  by  the  expe- 
rience of  modern  times ;  and  the 
banks  of  the  Boryfthenes,  of  the 
Volga,  Or  of  the  Selinga,  will 
indifferently  prefent  the  fame  uni- 
form fpeiSiacle  of  limilar  and  na- 
tive manners. 

I.  The  corn,  or  even  the  rice, 
which  conftitutes  the  ordinary  and 
wholefome  food  of  a  civilized 
people,  can  be  obtained  only  by 
the  patient  toil  of  the  hui'band- 
man.  Some  of  the  happy  ra- 
vages, who  dwell  between  the 
tropics,  are  plentifully  nourifhed 
by  the  liberality  of  nature;  but  in 
the  climates  of  the  North,  a  na- 
tion of  (hepherds  is  reduced  to 
their  flocks  and  herds.  The  ficil- 
ful  praditioners  of  the  medical 
«rt  will  determine  (if  they  are 
able  to  determine)  how  far  the 
temper  of  the  human  mind  may 
te  affected  by  the  ufe  of  animal, 
'or  of  vegetable,  food ;  and  whe- 
ther the  common  afTociation  of 
carnivorous  and  cruel,  deferves 
to  be  confidered  in  any  other  light 
than  that  of  an  innocent,  perhaps 
a  falutary,  prejudice  of  humanity. 
Yet  if  it  be  true,  that  the  fenti- 
ment  of  compaflion  is  impercepti- 
bly weakened  by  the  fight  and 
pradtice  of  doraelHc  cruelty,  we 
■aay  obferve,  that  the  horrid  ob- 
jedls  which  are  difguifed  by  the 
arts  of  European  refinement,  are 
exhibited  in  their  naked  and  moft 
.difgulling  fimplicity,  in  the  tent 
of  a  Tartarian  fhepherd.  The 
ox,  or  the  fheep,  are  ilaughiered 
.by  the  fame  hand  from  which 
they  were  accuftomed  to  receive 
their  daily  food  i    and  the  bleed- 


ing limbs  are  ferved,  with  very 
little  preparation,  on  the  table  of 
their  unfeeling  murderer.  In  the 
military  profelfion,  and  efpecially 
in  the  condudl  of  a  numerous 
army,  the  exclufive  ufe  of  animal 
food  appears  to  be  produ£live  of 
the  moil  folid  advantages.  Corn 
is  a  bulky  and  perifhable  commo- 
dity ;  and  the  large  magazines, 
which  are  indifpenfably  necefTary 
for  the  fubfiftence  of  our  troops, 
mult  be  flowly  tranfported  by  the 
labour  of  men,  or  horfes.  But 
the  flocks  and  herds,  which  ac- 
company the  march  of  the  Tar- 
tars, afford  a  fure  and  encreafing 
iupply  of  flefh  and  milk  :  in  the 
far  greater  part  of  the  uncultivat- 
ed walle,  the  vegetation  of  the 
grafs  is  quick  and  luxuriant  ;  and 
there  are  few  places  fo  extremely 
barren,  that  the  hardy  cattle  of  the 
North  cannot  find  fome  tolerable 
pallure.  The  fupply  is  multi- 
plied and  prolonged,  by  the  un- 
dilHnguilhing  appetite,  and  pa- 
tient abftinence,  of  the  Tartars. 
They  indifferently  feed  on  the 
flefli  of  thofe  animals  that  have 
been  killed  for  the  table,  or  have 
died  of  difeafe.  Horfe-flefh,  which 
in  every  age  and  country  has  been 
profcribed  by  the  civilifed  nations 
of  Europe  and  Afia,  they  devour 
with  peculiar  grcedinefs ;  and  thia 
fingular  tafle  facilitates  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  their  military  operations. 
The  a(flive  cavalry  of  Scythia  is 
always  followed,  in  their  moft 
diftant  and  rapid  incurfion?,  by 
an  adequate  number  of  fpare 
horfes,  who  may  be  occafionally 
ufed,  either  to  redouble  the  fpeed, 
or  to  (atiify  the  hunger,  of  the 
Barbarians.  Many  are  the  re- 
fources  of  courage  and  poverty. 
When    tht  forage    round  a  camp 

of 
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of   Tartars    is    almoft    con  fumed, 
they  flaughter  the  greatell  part  of 
their  cattle,  and  preferve  the  fle(h, 
either  fmoked,    or    dried    in    the 
fun.     On    the  fudden    emergency 
of  a    hafty    march,    they    provide 
themfelves  with  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity of   little   balls  of  cheefe,    or 
rather  of  hard  curd,    which  they 
occafionally  difToIve  in  water;   and 
this    unfubftantial    diet    will    fup- 
port,  for  many  days,  the  life,  and 
even    the  fpirits,    of   the    patient 
warrior.      But    this    extraordinary 
abftinence,  which  the  Stoic  would 
approve,    and    the    hermit    might 
envy,    is  commonly    fucceeded  by 
the    moft  voracious  indulgence  of 
appetite.     The   wines   of   a    hap- 
pier climate  are  the   mof}  grateful 
prefent,  or  the  moft  valuable  com- 
modity, that  can   be  ofiered  to  the 
Tartars ;   and  the  only  example  of 
their   induftry  feems   to  confilt   in 
the  art  of  extradling  from  mare's 
milk   a    fermented   liquor,    which 
pofle/Tes  a  very  ftrong  power  of  in- 
toxication.    Like    the  animah   of 
prey,  the  favages,  both  of  the  old 
and    new    world,    experience    the 
alternate     viciffitudea    of     famine 
and  plenty  ;  and  their  Ilomach  js 
inured   to   fuftain,    without    much 
inconvenience,     the    oppofite    ex- 
tremes of  hunger  and  of  intem- 
perance. 

II.  In  the  ages  of  ruflic  and 
martial  fimplicity,  a  people  of 
foldiers  and  hulbandmen  are  dif- 
perfed  over  the  face  of  an  exten- 
live  and  cultivated  country  ;  and 
fome  time  muft  elapfe  before  the 
warlike  youth  of  Greece  or  Italy 
could  be  affembled  under  the  fame 
ftandard,  either  to  defend  their 
own  confines,  or  to  invade  the 
territories  of  the  adjacent  trib'.-?. 
The  progrefs  of  manufactures  au J 


commerce     infenfibly      colleds     a 
large   multitude   within    the  walls 
of  a  city  :  but   thefe   citizens    are 
no   longer   foldiers  ;    and   the  arts 
which  adorn  and  improve  the  ftate 
of  civil  fociety,    corrupt    the  ha- 
bits   of    the    military    life.      The 
palloral  manners   of  the  Scythians 
feem    to    unite    the   diirerent    ad- 
vantages of  fimplicity  and  refine- 
ment.     The    individuals    of    the 
fame  tribe  are  conllantly  affembled, 
but  they  are  a/lembled  in  a  camp  ; 
and    the    native    fpirit    of    thefe 
dauntJefs  fhepherds  is  animated  by 
mutual     fupport    and    emulation. 
The  houfes  of  the  Tartars  are  no 
more  than  fmail  tents,  of  an  oval 
lorm,    which    afixjrd    a    cold    and 
dirty  habitation,    for  the  promif- 
cuous  youth   of  both  fexes.     The 
palaces  of  the  rich  confill  of  wood- 
en  huts,  of  fuch  a  fize  that  they 
may  be  conveniently  fixed  on  large 
waggons,    and   drawn    by  a    team 
perhaps  of  twenty  or  thirty  oxen, 
'i'he  fiOcks  and  herds,  after  graz- 
ing all    day  in  the  adjacent  paf- 
tures,  retire,  on   the   approach  of 
right,    within    the    protedion    of 
the   camp.     The  nece.Tity  of  pre- 
venting the  moll:  mifchievous  con- 
fiifion,    in   fuch   a  perpetual   con- 
courfe  of  men   and  animals,  mul^ 
gradually  introduce,   in  the  diltri- 
bution,  the  order,   and  the  guard, 
of    the    encampment,     the    rudi- 
ments  of    the    military   art.      As 
loon    as   the    forage   of   a    certain 
diitntS  U'  confumed,   the  tribe,   or 
rather  army,  of  fliepherds,   makes 
a  regular  march  to  fome  frcfh  paf- 
ture?  ;   and   tlius   acquires,    in   thr 
oidinury  occupations  of  the  pallo- 
ral  life,    the   prat'lical    knowledge 
of  one  of  the  moil  important  and 
difficult  operations  of  war.     The 
choice  of  nations  is  regulated  by 
B  z  iht; 
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the  difFerence  of  the  feafons  :  in 
the  fummer,  the  Tartars  advance 
towards  the  North,  and  pitch  their 
tents  on  the  banks  ot  a  river,  or, 
at  leaft,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
a  running  llreani.  But  in  the 
winter  theyretuin  to  the  South, 
2nd  ilielter  their  camp,  behind 
fome  convenient  eminence,  againft 
the  winds,  which  are  chilled  in 
their  paflage  over  the  bleak  and 
icy  regions  of  Siberia.  Thefe 
manners  are.  admirably  adapted  to 
diffafe,  among  the  wandering 
tribes,  the  fpirit  of  ^migration 
and  conqueft.  The  connexion 
between  the  people  and  their  ter- 
ritory is  of  fo  frail  a  texture,  that 
it  may  be  broken  by  the  flighteit 
accident.  The  camp,  and  not 
the  foil,  is  the  native  country  of 
the  genuine  Tartar.  Within  the 
precinfts  of  that  camp,  his  fami- 
ly, his  companions,  his  property 
are  always  included  ;  and,  in  the 
moft  diftant  marches,  he  is  Hill 
furrounded  by  the  objects  which 
are  dear,  or  valuable,  or  familiar 
in  his  eyes.  The  thirll  of  rapine, 
the  fear,  or  the  refentment  of  in- 
jury, the  impatience  of  fervitude, 
have,  in  every  age,  been  fufiicient 
caufes  to  urge  the  tribes  of  Scythia 
boldly  to  advance  into  fome  un- 
known countries,  where  they  might 
hope  to  find  a  more  plentiful  lub- 
fiflence,  or  a  lefs  formidable  ene- 
my. The  revolutions  of  the  North 
have  frequently  determined  the 
fate  of  the  South;  and  in  the 
conflict  of  hoftile  nations,  the 
vidlor  and  the  vanquiTned  have  al- 
ternately drove,  and  been  driven, 
from  the  confines  of  China  to  thofe 
of  Germany.  Thefe  great  emi' 
grations,  which  hi>ve  been  fome- 
times  executed  with  almolt  incre- 
dible    diligence,     were    rendered 


more  eafy  by  the  peculiar  nature 
of  the  climate.  It  is  well  known, 
that  the  cold  of  Tartary  is  much 
more  fevere  than  in  the  midll  of 
the  temperate  zone  might  reafon- 
ably  be  expefted  :  ihio  unccmmon 
rigour  is  attributed  to  the  height 
of  the  plains,  which  rife,  efpe- 
cially  towards  the  Eaft,  more  than 
half  a  mile  above  the  level  of  the 
fea  ;  and  to  the  quantity  of  falt- 
petre,  with  which  the  foil  is  deeply 
impregnated.  In  the  winter-fea- 
fon,  the  broad  and  rapid  river-s, 
that  difcharge  their  waLers  into  the 
Euxine,  the  Cafpian,  or  the  Icy 
Sea,  are  ftrongly  frozen  ;  the  fields 
are  covered  with  a  bed  of  fnow  ; 
and  the  fugitive,  or  vidorious, 
tribes  may  fecureiy  traverfe,  with 
their  families,  their  waggons,  and 
their  cattle,  the  fmooth  and  hard 
furface  of  an  immenfe  plain. 

lU.  The  paitoral  life,  compared 
with  the  labours  of  agriculture 
and  manufactures,  is  undoubtedly  a 
life  of  idlenefs;  and  as  the  moft 
honourable  lA-epherds  of  the  Tar- 
tar race  devolve  on  their  captives 
the  domertic  management  of  the 
cattle,  their  own  leifure  is  feldom 
diiturbed  by  any  fervile  and  affi- 
duous  cares.  But  this  leifure, 
inilead  of  being  devoted  to  the 
foft  enjoyments  of  love  and  har- 
mony, is  ufefully  fpent  in  the  vio- 
lent and  fanguinary  exercife  of  the 
chace.  The  plains  of  Tartary  are 
filled  with  a  itrong  and  ferviceable 
breed  of  horfes,  which  are  eaiily 
trained  for  the  purpofcs  of  war  and 
hunting.  The  Scythians  of  every 
age  have  been  celebraced  as  bold 
and  fkilful  riders  :  and  conftant 
praftice  had  feaied  them  fo  firmly 
on  horfeback,  that  they  were  fup- 
pofed  by  llrangers  to  perfor.m  the 
ordinary    duties    of  civil    life,    to 
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ezt,  to  drink,  and  even  to  fleep, 
without  difmounting  from  their 
fleeds.  They  excel  in  the  dexte- 
rous management  of  the  lance; 
the  long  Tartar  bow  is  drawn  with 
a  nervous  arm  ;  and  the  weighty 
arrow  is  diredled  to  its  objeft  with 
unerring  aim,  and  irreiiftible 
force.  Thefe  arrows  are  often 
pointed  againft  the  harmlefs  ani- 
mals of  the  defert,  which  increafe 
and  multiply  in  the  abfence  of 
their  moft  formidable  enemy ;  the 
hare,  the  goat,  the  roebuck,  the 
fallow-deer,  the  ftag,  the  elk,  and 
the  antelope.  The  vigour  and 
patience  both  of  the  men  and  hor- 
fes  are  continually  exercifed  by 
the  fatigues  of  the  chace  ;  and  the 
plentiful  fupply  of  game  contri- 
butes to  the  fubfiftence,  and  even 
luxury,  of  a  Tartar  camp.  But 
the  exploits  of  the  hunters  of  Scy- 
thia  are  not  confined  to  the  dc- 
llruftion  of  timid  or  innoxious 
beads;  they  boldly  encounter  the 
angry  wild -boar,  when  he  turns 
againil:  his  purfuers,  excite  the 
lluggifn  courage  of  the  bear,  and 
provoke  the  fury  of  the  tyger,  as 
he  {lumbers  in  the  thicket.  Where 
there  is  danger  there  may  be  glo- 
ry :  and  the  mode  of  hunting, 
which  opens  the  fairell  field  to  the 
exertions  of  valour,  may  juftly  be 
confidered  as  the  image,  and  as 
the  fchool,  of  war.  The  general 
hunting-matches,  the  pride  and 
delight  of  the  Tartar  princes, 
compofe  an  inllruftive  exercife  for 
their  numerous  cavalry.  A  circle 
is  drawn,  of  many  miles  in  circum- 
ference, to  encompafs  the  game  of 
an  exterfive  dillrift;  and  the  troops 
that  form  the  circle  regularly  ad- 
vance towards  a  common  centre  ; 
where  the  captive  animals,  fur- 
rounded  on  every  fide,  are  abin- 


doned  to  the  darts  of  the  hunters. 
In  this  inarch,  which  frequently 
continues  many  days,  the  cavalry 
are  obliged  to  climb  the  hills,  to 
fwim  the  rivers,  and  to  wind 
through  the  vallies,  without  in- 
terrupting the  prefcribed  order  of 
their  gradual  progrefs.  They  ac- 
quire the  habit  of  diredling  their 
eye,  and  their  fteps,  to  a  remote 
objecl;  of  preferving  their  inter- 
vals ;  of  fufpending,  or  accele- 
rating their  pace,  according  to  the 
motions  of  the  troops  on  their 
right  and  left;  and  of  watching 
and  repeating  the  fignals  of  their 
leaders.  Their  leaders  ftudy,  in 
this  praftical  fchool,  the  moft  im- 
portant leflbn  of  the  military  art ; 
the  prompt  and  accurate  judgment 
of  ground,  of  diftance,  and  of 
time.  To  employ  againft  a  human 
enemy  the  fame  patience  and  va- 
lour, the  fame  Ikill  and  difcipline, 
is  the  only  alteration  which  is  re- 
quired in  real  war;  and  the  a- 
mufements  of  the  chace  ferve  as  a 
prelude  to  the  conqueft  of  an  em- 
pire. 

The  political  fociety  of  the  an- 
cient Germans  has  the  appearance 
of  a  voluntary  alliance  of  indepen- 
dent warriors.  i  he  tribes  of  Scy- 
thia,  dillinguiflied  by  the  modern 
appellation  of  Hords,  afTunie  the 
form  of  a  numerous  and  increafing 
family;  which,  in  the  courfe  of 
fucceffive  generations,  has  been 
propagated  from  the  fame  original 
liock.  The  meaneft  and  moft  ig- 
norant of  the  Tartars  preferve, 
v/ith  confcious  pride,  the  ineftima- 
ble  treafure  of  their  genealogy ; 
and  whatever  dirtino^ions  of  rank 
may  have  been  introduced,  by  the 
unequal  diftribution  of  paftoral 
wealth,  they  mutually  refpeft 
themfelves,  and  each  other,  as  the 
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dcfcendants  of  the  firft  founder  of 
the  tribe.  The  cuftom,  which 
Hill  prevails,  of  adopting  the  brav- 
eft,  and  moft  faithful  of  the  cap- 
tive?, rnay  countenance  the  very 
probable  fufpicion,  that  this  ex- 
lenfive  confaguinity  is,  in  a  great 
meafure,  legal  and  fiditious.  But 
the  ufeful  prejudice,  which  has 
obtained  the  fanftion  of  time  and 
opinion,  produces  the  efFefts  of 
truth;  the  haughty  Barbarians 
yield  a  cheerful  and  voluntary  o- 
bedience  to  the  head  of  their  blood  ; 
and  their  chief,  or  mur/a,  as  the 
xeprefentative  of  their  great  fa- 
ther,  exercifes  the  authority  of  a 
judge,  in  peace,  and  of  a  leader, 
in  war.  In  the  original  ftateofthe 
paftoral  world,  each  of  the  murfas 
(if  we  may  continue  to  ufe  a  mo- 
dern appellation)  aded  as  the  in- 
dependent chief  of  a  large  and  fe- 
parate  family  ;  and  the  limits  of 
their  peculiar  territories  were  gra- 
dually fixed,  by  fuperior  force,  or 
mutual  confent.  But  the  conftant 
operation  of  various  and  permanent 
caufes  contributed  to  unite  the 
vagrant  Hords  into  national  com- 
munities, under  the  command  of 
a  fupreme  head.  The  weak  were 
defjrous  of  fupport,  and  the  ftrong 
were  ambitious  of  dominion  ;  the 
power,  which  is  the  refult  of  uni- 
on, opprefled  and  colleded  the  di- 
vided forces  of  the  adjacent  tribes; 
and,  as  the  vanquilhed  were  freely 
admitted  to  fhare  the  advantages 
of  vidory,  the  mod  valiant  chiefs 
haflened  to  range  themfelves,  and 
their  followers,  under  the  formi- 
dable ftandard  of  a  confederate  na- 
tion. The  moft  fuccefiful  of  the 
Tartar  princes  affumed  the  mili- 
tary command,  to  which  he  was 
entitled  by  the  fuperiority,  either 
<>f  merit,  or  of  power.     He  was 


raifed  to  the  throne  by  the  accla- 
mations of  his  equals  ;  and  the 
title  of  Khan  exprefTes,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  North  of  Afia,  the 
full  extent  of  the  regal  dignity. 
The  right  of  hereditary  fucceflion 
was  long  confined  to  the  blood  of 
the  founder  of  the  monarchy  ;  and 
at  this  moment  ail  the  Khans,  who 
reign  from  Crimea  to  the  wall  of 
China,  are  the  lineal  dcfcendants 
of  the  renowned  Zingis.  But,  as 
it  is  the  indifpenfibie  duty  of  a 
Tartar  fovereign  to  lead  his  war- 
like fubjeds  into  the  field,  the 
claims  of  an  infant  are  often  difre- 
garded  ;  and  fome  royal  kinfman, 
diftinguiihed  by  his  age  and  va-^ 
lour,  is  cntrufted  with  the  fword 
and  fceptre  of  his  predeceflbr. 
Two  dilHnd  and  regular  taxes  are 
levied  on  the  tribes,  to  fupport 
the  dignity  of  their  national  mo- 
narch, and  of  their  peculiar  chief; 
and  each  of  thofe  contributions 
amounts  to  the  tythe,  both  of  their 
property,  and  of  their  fpoil.  A 
Tartar  fovereign  enjoys  the  tenth 
part  of  the  wealth  of  his  people  j 
and  as  his  own  domeltic  riches  of 
flocks  and  herds  increafe  in  a  much 
larger  proportion,  be  is  able  plen- 
tifully to  maintain  the  roftic  fplen- 
dour  of  his  court,  to  reward  the 
moft  dcferving,  or  the  moft  favour- 
ed, of  his  followers,  and  to  obtain, 
from  the  gentle  influence  of  cor- 
ruption, the  obedience  which 
might  be  fometimes  refufed  to  the 
ftern  mandates  of  authority.  The 
manners  of  his  fubjeds,  accuftom- 
ed,  like  himfelf,  to  blood  and  ra- 
pine, might  excufe,  in  their  eyes, 
fuch  partial  ads  of  tyranny,  as 
would  excite  the  horror  of  a  civi- 
lifed  people  ;  but  the  power  of  a 
defpoc  has  never  been  acknow- 
ledged in  the  deferti  of  Scythia. 
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The  Immediate  jurifdiftion  of  the 
Khan  is  confined  within  the  limits 
of  his  own  tribe  ;  and  the  exercife 
of  his  royal  prerogative  has  been 
moderated  by  the  ancient  inftitu- 
tion  of  a  national  council.  The 
Coroultai,  or  Diet,  of  the  Tartars, 
was  regularly  held  in  the  fpring  and 
autumn,  in  the  midft  of  a  plain; 
where  the  princes  of  the  reigning 
family,  and  the  murfa?  of  the  re- 
I'pedive  tribes,  may  conveniently 
aflemble  on  horfeback,  with  their 
martial  and  numerous  trains;  and 
the  ambitious  monarch,  who  re- 
viewed the  llrength,  mult  confulc 
the  inclination,  of  an  armed  peo- 
ple. The  rudiments  of  a  feudal 
government  may  be  difcovered 
in  the  conftitution  of  the  Scythian 
or  Tartar  nations;  but  the  perpe- 
tual conflidl  of  thole  hoftile  nations 
has  fometimes  terminated  in  the 
eilablilhment  of  a  powerful  and 
defpotic  empire.  The  vidor,  en- 
riched by  the  tribute,  and  fortified 
by  the  arms,  of  dependent  kings, 
has  fpread  his  conqueils  over  Eu- 
rope or  Afia  :  the  fuccefsful  fhep- 
herds  of  the  North  have  fubmitted 
to  the  confinement  of  arts,  of  laws, 
and  of  cities  ;  and  the  introduftion 
of  luxury,  after  deftroying  the 
freedom  of  the  people,  has  under- 
mined the  foundations  of  the 
throne. 


An  Account  of  the  Life  and  literary 
Charader  of  Henry  Howard, 
Earl  of  Surrey  ;  extrailed  fratn 
WartonV  Hijlory  of  Englijh  Po. 
etry. 

OUR  communications  and  in- 
tercourfe  with  Italy,  which 
began  to  prevail  about  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fixt€enth  century,  r.ot 


only  introduced  the  ftudies  of  claf- 
fjcal  literature  into  England,   but 
gave  a  new  turn  to  our  vernacular 
poetry.     At   this  period,   Petrarch 
Hill   continued  the  moft  favourite 
poet  of  the  Italians  ;   and  had  ella- 
blifhed  a  manner,   which  was  uni- 
verfally   adopted  and   imitated   by 
his  ingenious  countrymen.     In  the 
mean    time,    the    courts    both    of 
France  and  England  were  diftin- 
guifhed  for  their  elegance.     Fran- 
cis the  firll  had  changed  the  ftate 
of  letters  in  France,  by  mixing  gal- 
lantry with   learning,  and    by  ad- 
mitting the   ladies  to  his  court  in 
company    with     the    ecclefiallics. 
His  caroufals  were  celebrated  with 
a    brilliancy    and    a  feltivity    un- 
known to  the    ceremonious   fhews 
of    former   princes.      Henry     the 
eighth  vied  with  Francis   in    thefe 
gaieties.       His    ambition,    which 
could  not  bear  a  rival  even  in  di- 
verfions,  was   feconded   by  libera- 
lity of   difpofition   and  a   love   of 
otlfcntation.        For     Henry,     with 
many     boillerous     qualities,     was 
magnificent  and  affable.     Had  he 
never     murdered    his    wives,    his 
politenefs  to  the  fair  fex  would  re- 
main  unimpcached.      His  martial 
Iports   were  unincumbered   by  the 
barbaric  pomp  of  the  anticnt  chi- 
valry, and  foftcned  by  the  growing 
habits  of  more  rational  manners. 
He  was  attached  to  thofe  fpedacles 
and  public  amufements,  in   which 
beauty  afl'umed  a  principal  fl)are  ; 
and  his  frequent  niafques  and  tour- 
naments encouraged  a  high   fpirit 
of  romantic  courtefy.     Poetry  was 
the  natural  accompaniment  of  thefe 
refinements.      Henry   himfelf  was 
a  leader  and  a  chief  charadler  in 
thefe  pageantries,  and  at  the  fame 
time  a  reader  and  a  writer  of  verfes. 
The  language  and  tke  manners  of 

Jtaly 


lo         ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1781. 


Italy  were  efteemed  and  ftudied. 
The  fonnets  of  Petrarch  were  the 
great  models  cf  compofition.  They 
entered  into  the  genius  of  the  fa- 
shionable manneri)  :  and  in  a  court 
of  fuch  a  complexion,  Petrarch  of 
courfe  became  the  popular  poet. 
Henry  Howard  earl  Surrey,  with 
a  miHrefs  perhaps  as  beautiful  as 
Laura,  and  at  leaft  with  Petrarch's 
pafiion  if  no:  his  tafte,  led  the  way 
to  great  improvements  in  Englifli 
poetry,  by  a  happy  imitation  of 
Petrarch,  and  other  Italian  poets, 
who  had  been  mOil  fuccefsful  in 
painting  the  anxieties  of  love  with 
pathos  and  propriety. 

Lord  Surrey's  life  throws  fo 
jnuch  light  on  the  character  and 
fubjecls  of  bis  poetry,  that  it 
is  altnoft  impofiible  to  confider  the 
one,  without  exhibiting  a  few  a- 
necdotes  of  the  other.  He  was 
the  fon  and  grandfon  of  two  lords 
treafurers  dukes  of  Norfolk  ;  and 
in  his  early  childhood  difcovered 
the  mofi  promifing  marks  of  lively 
parts  and  an  aftive  mind. 

While  a  boy,  he  was  habituated 
to  the  modes  of  a  court  at  Wind- 
for-callie  ;  where  he  refided,  yet 
under  the  care  of  proper  inftruc- 
tors,  in  the  quality  of  a  companion 
to  Henry  fitzroy,  duke  of  Rich- 
mond, a  natural  fon  of  king  Henry 
the  eighth,  and  of  the  highefl  ex- 
peftations. 

This  young  nobleman,  who  alfo 
bore  other  titles  and  honours,  was 
the  child  of  Henry's  affedion : 
not  fo  much  on  account  of  his 
hopeful  abilities,  as  for  a  reafon 
infinuated  by  lord  Herbert,  and 
at  which  thofe  who  know  Henry's 
hiflory  and  charader  will  not  be 
furprifed,  becaufe  he  equally  and 
ftrongly  refembled  hoih  his  father 
and  mother. 


A  frlendlliip  of  the  clofeft  kind 
commencing  between  thefe  two  il- 
lurtrious  youths,  about  the  year 
1530,  they  were  both  removed  to 
cardinal  Wolfey's  college  at  Ox- 
ford, then  univerfally  frequented, 
as  well  for  the  excellence  as  the 
novelty  of  its  inlHtution  ;  for  it 
was  one  of  the  firil  feminaries  of 
an  Englifh  univerfity,  that  pro- 
fefled  to  explode  the  pedantries  of 
the  old  barbarous  philcfopby,  and 
to  cultivate  the  graces  of  polite  li- 
terature. Two  years  afterwards, 
for  the  purpofe  of  acquiring  every 
accomplilhment  of  an  elegant  edu- 
cation, the  earl  accompanied  his 
noble  friend  and  fellow-pupil  into 
France,  where  they  received  king 
Henry,  on  his  arrival  at  Calais  to 
vifit  Francis  the  firft,  with  a  moft 
magnificent  retinue.  The  friend- 
fhip  of  thefe  two  young  noblemen 
was  foon  ftrengthened  by  a  new  tie ; 
for  Richmond  married  thelady  Ma- 
ry Howard,  Surrey's  filler.  Rich- 
mond, however,  appears  to  have 
died  in  the  year  1536,  about  the 
age  of  feventeen,  having  never  co- 
habited with  his  wife.  It  was 
long  before  Surrey  forgot  the  un- 
timely lofs  of  this  amiable  youth, 
the  friend  and  aflbciate  of  his 
childhood,  and  who  nearly  refem- 
bled himfelf  in  genius,  refinement 
of  manners,  and  liberal  acquifi- 
tions. 

It  is  not  precifely  known  at 
what  period  the  earl  of  Surrey  be- 
gan his  travels.  They  have  the 
air  of  a  romance.  He  made  the 
tour  of  Europe  in  the  true  I'pirit  of 
chivalry,  and  with  the  ideas  of  an 
Amadis;  proclaiming  the  unpa- 
ralleled charms  of  his  miilrefs,  and 
prepared  to  defend  the  caufe  of  her 
beauty  with  the  weapons  of  knight- 
errantry.  Nor  was  this  adventu- 
rous 
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rous  journey  performed  without 
the  intervention  of  an  enchanter. 
The  firft  city  in  Italy  which  he 
propofed  to  vifit  was  Florence,  the 
capital  of  Tufcany,  and  the  ori- 
ginal feat  of  the  anceftors  of  his 
Geraldine*.  In  his  way  thither, 
he  pafTed  a  few  days  at  the  empe- 
ror's court ;  where  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  Cornelius  Agrippa, 
a  celebrated  adept  in  natural  ma- 
gic. This  vifionary  philofopher 
fliewed  our  hero,  in  a  mirror  of 
glaA,  a  living  image  of  Geraldine, 
reclining  on  a  couch,  fick,  and 
reading  one  of  his  moft  tender 
fonnets  by  a  waxen  taper.  His 
imagination,  which  wanted  not 
the  flattering  reprefentations  and 
arti.^cial  incentives  of  illufion,  was 
heated  anew  by  this  interefting 
and  aiFedling  fpedacle.  Inflamed 
with  every  enthufiafm  of  the  moil 
romantic  pafiion,  he  haftened  to 
Florence;  and,  on  his  arrival,  im- 
mediately publiflied  a  defiance 
againlt  any  perfon  who  could  han- 
dle a  lance  and  was  in  love,  whe- 
ther Chriftian,  Jew,  Turk,  Sara- 
cen, or  Cannibal,  who  fhould  pre- 
fume  to  difpute  the  fuperiority  of 
Gcraldine's  beauty.  As  the  lady 
was  pretended  to  beof  Tufcan  ex- 
tradtion,  the  pride  of  the  Floren- 
tines was  flattered  on  this  occafion  : 
and  the  grand  duke  of  Tufcany 
permitted  a  general  and  unmolcll- 
ed  ingrefs  into  his  dominions  of 
the  combatants  of  all  countries, 
till  this  iniporrant  trial  (hould  be 
decided.  The  challenge  was  ac- 
cepted, and  the  earl  vidorious. 
"^I'he  fliield  which  he  prefented  to 
the  duke  before  the  tournament 
began,    is    exhibited    in    Vertue's 


tl 

valuable  plate  of  the  Arundel  fa- 
mily, and  was  actually  in  the  pof- 
fedion  of  the  late  duke  of  Nor- 
folk. 

Thefe  heroic  vanities  did  not, 
however,  fo  totally  engrofs  the 
time  which  Surrey  fpent  in  Italy, 
as  to  alienate  his  mind  from  let- 
ters :  he  ftudied  with  the  greateft 
fuccefs  a  critical  knowledge  of  the 
Italian  tongue,  and,  that  he  might 
give  new  lult-'e  to  the  name  of  Ge- 
raldine, attained  a  jull  taite  for  the 
peculiar  graces  of  the  Italian  poe- 
try. 

He  was  recalled  to  England  for 
fome  idlereafon  by  the  king,  much 
fooner  than  he  expedted  :  and  he 
returned  home,  the  moll  elegant 
traveller,  the  moft  polite  lover, 
the  moil  learned  nobleman,  and  the 
moil  accompliflied  gentleman  of 
his  age.  Dexterity  in  tilting,  and 
gracefulnefs  in  managing  a  horfe 
underarms,  were  excellencies  now- 
viewed  with  a  critical  eye,  and 
pradtifed  with  a  high  degree  of 
emulation.  In  1540,  at  a  tourna- 
ment held  in  the  prefence  of  the 
court  at  Weftminiler,  and  in  which 
the  principal  of  the  nobility  were 
engaged,  Surrey  was  dillinguiflied 
above  the  reft  for  his  addrefs  in  the 
ufe  and  exercife  of  arms.  But  his 
martial  (kill  was  not  folely  dif- 
played  in  the  parade  and  oftenta- 
tion  of  thefe  domeftic  combats. 
In  1542,  he  marched  into  Scot- 
land, as  a  chief  commander  in  his 
father's  army  ;  and  was  confpicu- 
ous  for  his  conduft  and  bravery  at 
the  memorable  battle  of  Fiodden- 
tield,  where  James  the  fourth  of 
Scotland  was  killed.  The  next 
year,  we  find  the  career  of  his  vic- 


*  Lady  Elifabeth  Fitzgerald,    fecoxid  daughter  to  GcvalJ  Fit/gerald,  earl  of 
Kildare. 
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torles  impeded  by  an  obflacle  which 
no  valour  could  refill.  The  cen- 
furci  of  the  church  have  humiliat- 
ed the  greatell  heroes:  and  he  was 
imprifoned  in  Windfor-caftle  for 
eating  flefh  in  Lent.  I'he  prohi- 
bition had  been  renewed  or  ftreng- 
thened  by  a  recent  proclamation 
of  the  king.  I  mention  this  cir- 
cumllance,  not  only  as  it  marks 
his  charadler,  impatient  of  any 
controul,  and  carelefs  of  very  feri- 
ous  confequences  which  often  arife 
from  a  contempt  of  petty  formali- 
ties, but  as  it  gave  occafion  to  one 
of  his  moft  fencimental  and  pathe- 
tic fonnets.  In  154+.  he  was 
field-marlhal  of  the  Englifli  army 
in  the  expedition  to  Bologne, 
which  he  took.  In  that  age,  love 
and  arms  conllantly  went  together  : 
and  it  was  amid  the  fatigues  of  this 
protrafted  campaign,  that  he  com- 
pofed  his  lail  fonnet  called  the 
Fanfie  of  a  wearied  Lover. 

But  as  Surrey's  popularity  en- 
creafed,  his  interefl  declined  wiih 
the  king;  whofe  caprices  and  jea- 
loiifies  grew  more  violent  with  bis 
years  and  infirmities.  The  bril- 
liancy of  Surrey'^  charafler,  his 
celebrity  in  the  military  fcience, 
his  general  abilities,  his  wit, 
learning,  and  aiFability,  were 
viewed  by  Henry  with  difgufl  and 
fufpicion.  It  was  in  vain  that  he 
pofl'efled  every  advantageous  qua- 
lificntion,  which  could  adorn  the 
fcholar,  the  courtier,  and  the  fol- 
dier.  In  proportion  as  he  was 
amiable  in  the  eyes  of  the  people, 
he  became  formidable  to  the  king. 
His  rifing  reputation  was  mifcon- 
ftrued  into  a  dangerous  ambition, 
and  gave  birth  to  accufations 
equally  groundlefs  and  frivolous. 
He  was  fufpefted  of  a  defign  to 
marry  the   princefa   Mary  j   and. 


by  that  alliance,  of  approaching 
to  a  poffibillty  of  wearing  the 
crown.  It  was  infinuated,  that 
he  converfed  with  foreigners,  and 
held  a  conefpondence  with  cardi- 
nal Pole. 

The  addition  of  the  efcocheon  of 
Edward  the  Confeflbr  to  his  own, 
although  ufed  by  the  family  of 
Norfolk  for  many  years,  and  juf- 
tified  by  the  authority  of  the  he- 
ralds, was  a  fufilcient  foundation 
for  an  impeachment  of  high  trea- 
fon.  Tbefe  motives  were  privately 
aggravated  by  thofe  prejudices, 
with  which  Henry  remembered 
the  mifbehaviour  of  Catharine 
Howard,  and  which  were  extend- 
ed to  all  that  lady's  relations. 
At  length,  the  carl  of  Surrey  fell 
a  facritice  to  the  peevifh  injuftice 
of  a  mercilefs  and  ungrateful  maf- 
ter.  Notwithitanding  his  elo- 
quent and  mafculine  defence, 
which  even  in  the  caufe  of  guilt 
itfelf  would  have  proved  a  power- 
ful perfuafive,  he  was  condemned 
by  the  prepared  fuffrage  of  a  fervile 
and  obfequious  jury,  and  behead- 
ed on  Tower-hill  in  the  year  I547« 
In  the  mean  time  we  fhould  re- 
member, that  Surrey's  public  con- 
dudl  was  not  on  all  occafions  quite 
unexceptionable.  In  the  affair  of 
Bologne  he  had  -made  a  falfe  Hep. 
This  had  ofFended  ihe  king.  But 
Henry,  when  once  offended,  could 
never  forgive.  And  when  Hert- 
ford was  fent  into  France  to  take 
the  command,  he  could  not  re- 
frain from  dropping  fome  re- 
proachful expreffions  agalnfta  mea- 
lure  which  Teemed  to  impeach  his 
perfonal  courage.  Conlcious  of 
his  high  birth  and  capacity,  he 
was  above  the  little  attentions  of 
caution  and  referve  ;  and  he  too 
frequently  negkdted  lo  confult  his 
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own  fituation,  and  the  king's  tem- 
per. It  was  his  mibfortune  to 
ferve  a  monarch,  whofp  refent- 
ments,  which  were  eafily  provok- 
ed, could  only  he  fatisfied  by  the 
moft  fevere  revenge.  Henry 
brought  thofe  men  to  the  block, 
which  other  monarchs  would  have 
only  difgraced. 

Among  thefe  anecdotes  of  Sur- 
rey's life,  I  had  almoft  forgot  to 
mention  what  became  of  his  amour 
with  the  fair  Geraldine.  We  la- 
ment to  find,  that  Surrey's  devo- 
tion to  this  lady  did  not  end  in  a 
wedding,  and  that  all  his  gallan- 
tries and  verfes  availed  fo  little  ! 
No  memoirii  of  that  incurious  age 
have  informed  u?,  whether  her 
beauty  was  equalled  by  her  cru- 
elty; or  whether  her  ambition 
prevailed  fo  far  over  her  gratitude, 
as  to  tempt  her  to  prefer  the  folid 
glories  of  a  more  fplendid  title  and 
ample  fortune,  to  the  challenges 
and  the  compliments,  of  To  magna- 
nimous, fo  faithful,  and  fo  elo- 
quent a  lover.  She  appears,  h<nv- 
ever,  to  have  been  afterwards  the 
third  wife  of  Edward  Clinton,  earl 
of  Lincoln.  Such  alfo  is  the 
power  of  time  and  accident  over 
amorous  vows,  that  even  Surrey 
himfelf  outlived  the  violence  of  his 
paflion.  He  married  Frances, 
daughter  of  John  earl  of  Oxford, 
by  whom  he  left  feveral  children. 
One  of  his  daughters,  Jane  coun- 
tefs  of  Wellmoreland,  was  among 
the  learned  ladies  of  that  age,  and 
became  famous  for  her  knowledge 
of  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages. 

Surrey's  poems  were  in  high  re- 
putation with  his  cotemporaries, 
and  for  many  years  afterwards. 
He  is  thus  charaderifed  by  th^ 
author  of  the  old  Arte  of  F.nglilhi 
Pocfie,    whofe    opinion    remained 


long  as  a  rule  of  criticifm.  **  In 
the  latter  end  of  the  fame  kinges 
[Henry]  raigne,  fpronge  up  a  new 
comp:;ny  of  courtly  makers,  of 
whom  iir  Thomas  Vv''yat  the  elder 
and  Henry  earle  of  Surrey  were 
the  two  chief:aines,  who  having 
travailed  into  italic,  and  there 
tailed  the  fweete  and  ftately  mea- 
fures  and  llyle  of  the  Italian  poefie, 
as  novices  newly  crept  out  of  tha 
fchooles  of  Dante,  Ariollo,  and 
Petrarch,  they  greatly  polifhed 
oar  rude  and  homely  manner  of 
vulgar  poefie  from  that  it  had  bene 
before,  and  for  that  caufe  may  jull- 
ly  be  fayd  the  firlt  reformers  of  our 
EngUlh  meeter  and  rtile."  And 
again,  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
fame  chapter.  "  Henry  earle  of 
Surrey,  and  fir  Thomas  Wyat,  be- 
tween whom  1  finde  very  little  dif- 
ference, I  repute  them  (as  before) 
for  the  two  chief  lanternes  of  light 
to  all  others  that  have  fince  em- 
ployed their  pennes  upon  Englifh 
poefie  :  their  conceits  were  loftie, 
their  ftiles  Itately,  their  conveyance 
cleanly,  their  termes  proper,  their 
meetre  fweete  and  well-propor- 
tioned, in  all  imitating  very  natu- 
rally and  (ludioufly  their  mailler 
Francis  Petrarcha."  1  forbear  to 
recite  the  tedimonies  of  Leland, 
Sydney,  Tuberville,  Churchyard, 
and  Drayton.  Nor  have  thefe 
pieces,  although  fcarcely  known 
at  prefent,  been  without  the  pane- 
gyric of  more  recent  times.  Sur- 
rey is  praifed  by  Waller,  and  Fen- 
ton  ;  and  he  leems  to  have  been  a 
favourite  with  Pope.  Pope,  in 
Windfor-foreft,  having  compared 
his  patron  lord  Gran  ille  with 
Surrey,  he  was  immediately  re- 
printed, but  without  attrailing 
many  readers.  It  was  vainly  ima- 
gined,   that    all  the  world  would 

ea^eily 
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eagerly  wifh  to  purchafe  the  works 
of  a  negle£ted  antienc  Englifh  po- 
et, whom  Pope  had  called  the 
Gratfville  of  a  former  age.  So  rapid 
are  the  revolutions  of  our  language, 
and  fuch  the  uncertainty  of  lite- 
rary fame,  that  Philips,  Milton's 
cephew,  who  wrote  about  the  year 
1674.,  has  remarked,  that  in  his 
time  Surrey's  poetry  was  antiqua- 
ted and  totally  forgotten. 


CharaBer  of  Thomas  Sackville, 
the  firjl  Lord  Buckhurft;  from 
the  fame  Author. 

SACKVILLE  was  born  at 
Buckhurft,  a  principal  feat  of 
his  antient  and  illuftrious  family 
in  the  parifli  of  Withiam  in  Suf- 
fex.  His  birth  is  placed,  but  with 
evident  inaccuracy,  under  the 
year  1536.  At  leaft  it  Ihould  be 
placed  fix  years  before.  Difcover- 
ing  a  vigorous  underllanding  in 
his  childhood,  from  a  domeftic  tu- 
ition he  was  removed,  as  it  may 
reafonably  be  conjeftured,  to 
Hart-hall,  now  Hertford  college, 
in  Oxford.  But  he  appears  to  have 
been  a  mailer  of  arts  at  Cambridge. 
At  both  univerfities  he  became 
celebrated  as  a  Latin  and  Englini 
poet  ;  and  he  carried  his  love  of 
poetry,  v^hich  he  feems  to  have 
almoll  folely  cultivated,  to  the  In- 
ner Temple.  It  was  now  fafhion- 
able  for  every  young  man  of  for- 
tune, before  he  began  his  travels, 
or  was  admitted  into  parliament, 
to  be  initiated  in  the  ftudy  of  the 
law.  But  inftead  of  purfuing  a 
Icience,  which  could  not  be  his 
pro.^efljon,  and  which  was  unac- 
commodated to  the  bias  of  his  ge- 
nius, he  betrayed  his  prediledlion 
to  a  more  pleafing  fpecies  of  lite- 


rature, by  compofing  a  tragedy, 
for  the  entertainment  and  honour 
of  his  fellow-lludents.  His  high 
birth,  however,  and  ample  patri- 
mony, foon  advanced  him  to  more 
important  fituations  and  employ- 
ments. His  eminent  accomplifh- 
ments  and  abilities  having  acqui- 
red the  confidence  and  efteem  of 
queen  Elifabeth,  the  poet  was  foon 
loil  in  the  ftatefman,  and  negotia- 
tions and  embafTies  extinguiihed 
the  milder  ambitions  of  the  inge- 
nuous Mufe.  Yet  it  fhould  be  re- 
membered, that  he  was  uncorrupt- 
ed  amidlT:  the  intrigues  of  an  art- 
ful court,  that  in  the  charafter  of 
a  firll  minifter  he  preferved  the  in- 
tegrity of  a  private  man,  and  that 
his  family  refufed  the  offer  of  an 
apology  to  his  memory,  when  it 
was  infuhed  by  the  malicious  infi- 
nuations  of  a  rival  party.  Nor  is 
it  foreign  to  our  purpofe  to  re- 
mark, that  his  original  elegance 
and  brilliancy  of  mind  fometimes 
broke  forth,  in  the  exercife  of  his 
more  formal  political  funftions. 
He  was  frequently  difgufJed  at  the 
pedantry  and  official  barbarity  of 
ilyle,  with  which  the  public  let- 
ters and  inftruments  were  ufually 
framed  ;  and  Naunton  relates, 
that  his  "  fecretaries  had  difHculty 
to  pleafe  him,  he  was  io  facet e  z<Cidi 
choice  in  his  ftyle."  Even  in  the 
decifions  and  pleadings  of  that 
rigid  tribunal  the  ftar-chamber, 
which  was  never  efteemed  the 
fchool  of  rhetoric,  he  pradifed 
and  encouraged  an  unaccultomed 
ftrain  of  eloquent  and  graceful 
oratory  :  on  which  account,  fays 
Lloyd,  '*  fo  flowing  was  his  in- 
dention, that  he  was  called  the 
ftar-chamber  bell."  After  he  was 
made  a  peer  by  the  title  of  lord 
Buckhurit,    and  had  fucceeded  to 

a  moll 


CHARACTERS. 


15 


a  mod  extenfive  inheritance,  and 
was  now  difcharging  the  bufinefs 
of  an  envoy  to  Paris,  he  found 
time  to  prefix  a  Latin  epifile  to 
Gierke's  Latin  tranllation  of  Caf- 
tilio's  Courtier,  printed  at  Lon- 
don  in  1^71,  which  is  not  an  un- 
worthy recommendation  of  a  trea- 
tife  remarkable  for  its  polite  La- 
tinity.  It  was  either  becaufe  his 
njillrefs  Elifabeth  paid  a  fincere 
compliment  to  his  iingular  learn- 
ing and  fidelity,  or  becaufe  fhe 
was  willing  to  indulge  an  affeded 
fit  of  indignation  againft  the  ob- 
jed  of  her  capricious  paflion,  that 
when  Sackville,  in  1591,  was  a 
candidate  for  che  chancellorthip  of 
the  univerficy  of  Oxford,  Ihe  con- 
defcended  eainellly  to  foiicjit  the 
univerfity  in  his  favour,  and  ia 
opppfition  to  his  competitor,  the 
earl  of  Eflex;,  Ac  lead  ("he  ap- 
pears to  have  approved  the  choice, 
for  her  roajeily  foon  afterwards  vi- 
fited, Oxford,  where  fhe  was  enter- 
tained by  the  new  chancellor  with 
fplendid  banquets  and  much  folid 
erudition.  It  is  neither  my  defign 
nor  my  province,  to  develope  the 
profound  policy  with  which  he 
cond.u<ned  a  peace  with  Spain,  the 
adJrefs  with  which  he  penetrated 
or  baffled  the  machinfuions  of  Ef- 
fex,  and  the  circumfpeclion  and 
fuccefs  with  which  he  managed 
the  treafury  of  two  opulent  fo- 
vereigns. 


CharaSier  rf  the  iate  Dr.  Fothergill  ; 
extraiied  f>'om\Oni  HirdV  "  Jf- 
feSionate  Triimtc.to  his  Memory,'^'' 

IT  muft  be  adwi-tted  th^t  no 
partiality  of  affdcuon  fhould  fo 
warp  the  mind,  as  10  influence  its 
regard    for  truth.      Qjn    common 


fubjeds,  the  world  is  indulgent 
enough  to  accept  the  embeliifti- 
ments  which  a  warm  imagination 
may  add  to  a  i&\\  plain  fadts,  but 
the  language  of  eulogy  is  always 
fufpefled,  and  confeqi^jutly  much 
more  expofed  to  the  feverity  of  re- 
mark; yet  if  any  fubjed  that  I  am 
acquainted  with  will  bear  a  more 
than  ordinary  warmth  of  expref- 
fion,  it  certainly  may  be  indulged 
in  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the 
late  Dr.  Fothergill. 

The  general  voice  has  placed 
him  amongrt  the  illuflrious  cha- 
raders  of  the  prefent  age;  but, 
what  is  more  to  his  honour,  it  has 
placed  him  amongft  the  bell  of 
men.  May  the  memorial  I  am. 
giving  to  the  public  preferve  his 
name  unb'emllhed  by  mifreprefen- 
tation,  till  fome  more  equal  pea 
fhall  hand  it  down  to  poUerity,  as 
a  bright  example  of  what  great 
ufefulnefs  extraordinary  talents 
may  prove  to  fociety,  when  under 
the  diredion  of  a  good  heart,  fine 
feelings,  and  an  enlarged  philan- 
thropy. 

His  underftanding  was  of  a 
manly,  energetic  call  ;  it  was  pe- 
netrating, coniprebenfive,  and 
highly  cultivated :  there  was  a 
firm  dignity  in  his  cJiarader, 
which,  though  it  could  not  bend 
to  any  thing  unbecoming  itfelf, 
yet  was  accompanied  by  a  certain 
fbftnefs  and  complacency  of  man- 
ners peculiarly  conciliating.  His 
heart  was  fincere,  friendly,  com- 
pallionate,  and  liberal  to  exccfs. 
His  hand  was  an  unfparing  dillri- 
butor,  and  the  bounties  of  it,  left 
they  might  not  reach  the  truly 
worthy,  were,  not  unfrequently, 
diiluled  amongfl  the  impolingand 
the  ungrateful. 

His  pradice  as  a  phyfician  was 

by 
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by  no  means  confined  to  London 
and  its  environs>  the  place  of  his 
long  and  general  fefidence.  For 
fome  years  part  he  made  a  point  of 
retiring,  d^^ing  a  few  fummer 
months,  tdu*  s  place  in  Chefhire  ; 
a  feat  chofen  by  him  as  a  feque- 
ftered  retreat  from  the  labours  and 
fatigue  of  his  profeflional  atten- 
tions, to  digeft  his  thoughts,  take 
poffeffion  of  himfelf,  and  invigo- 
rate his  mind  and  body  for  his  re- 
turning duties  :  but  it  too  fre- 
quently happened,  that  what  he 
had  pleafingly  conceived  as  an  afy- 
lum  from  care  and  intrufion, 
proved  not  the  retirement  he  was 
in  purfuit  of.  Wherefoever  he 
refided,  his  name  and  charafter 
followed  him,  carrying  along  with 
them  thofe  influences,  which  not 
only  pervaded  every  quarter  of  this, 
and  the  neighbouring  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  but  a  very  confiderable 
part  of  Europe  and  North  Ame- 
rica ;  from  whence,  in  cafes  that 
apparently  would  admit  of  the  de- 
lay, he  was  frequently  confulted  by 
letter  and  defcription. 

From  this  high  rank  in  his  pro- 
feflion,  and  from  the  rcfpetlful 
manner  in  which  he  was  always 
treated,  it  may  very  reafonably  be 
concluded  that  the  pecuniary 
emoluments  of  his  prai^ice  were 
large  :  and  fo  they  certainly  were, 
to  an  uncommon  degree.;  the  pro- 
duce of  his' annual  practice  being 
greater  than  has  fallen  to  the  lot 
of  mod  phyficians  in  this  nation  : 
and  could  the  fees  he  rejefted  be 
added  to  the  fum,  it  would  have 
increafed  to  a  furprifing  amount; 
but  he  was  accuflomed  to  make 
diftindtions,  which  would  not,  I 
prefume  at  leaft,  enter  into  every 
mind. — Yet  notwichftanding  all 
thefe  fources  of  affluence,  fo  large 


and  fo  numerous  were  the  channcia 
through  which  his  bounties  flowed, 
that  they  might  be  truly  faid  to'  be 
fcarcely  equal  to  the  liberality  of 
his  heaft. 

There  is  a  certain  exquifitenefs 
of  fenfation  in  the  tones  of  fome 
minds,  which,  amidft  the  various 
circumllances  of  life,  and  the  una- 
voidable evils  attendant  on  huma- 
nity, is,  indeed,'  a  moft  painful 
fpecies  of  pre-eminence  :  the  mind 
of  Dr.  Fothergill  was  of  this 
mould  ;  it  was  6ver  in  unifon  with 
the  a/Hifled  fpirit  in  all  fituations, 
exciting  him  to  ads  of  the  moll 
cordial  friendlinefs. 

In  the  diftribution  of  his  fa- 
vours, he  retreated  as  much  as 
poflible  from  the  acknowledgments 
of  thofe  he  obliged.  He  knew 
the  value  of  a  grateful  heart  fully, 
for  his  own  was  grateful  in  the  ex- 
treme ;  but  he  rather  chofe  that 
the  objefls  of  his  kindnefs  fliould 
feel  that  aftive  and  eflential  gra- 
titude which  is  better  evinced  by 
a  proper  ufe  of  favours,  and  a 
happy  change  in  circumftance  and 
fituation,  than  by  any  verbal  ex- 
preffion.  In  a  few  words,  Dr. 
Fothergill's  beneficences  flowed 
from  him  with  fo  graceful  an  eafe, 
and  fo  high  a  polifh  of  addrefs, 
that  no  modeft  worth  was  wound- 
ed, nor  the  acutenefs  ot  diftrefs 
increafed,  by  the  aukwardnefs  of 
its  acknowledgments,  —  His  was 
not  that  drop-like  bounty  which 
paufcs  in  its  progrefs ;  it  was  full, 
flowing,  and  benign. 

Although  it  may  be  the  general 
pradice  of  phyficians  in  other 
countries,  a*  well  as  in  this,  to 
refufe  the  fees  of  the  inferior  cler- 
gy, yet  the  condudl  of  Dr.  Fother- 
gill towards  numbers  of  this  clafs, 
was    diftingui(hed    by    fomething 
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more  generous  than  mere  forbear- 
ance ;  ic  was  marked  by  extraor- 
dinary kindnefs. 

He  confidered  the  inferior  claf- 
fes  of  clergymen  as  more  particu- 
larly the  objedls  of  his  liberality 
and  attention  ;  being  brought  up 
in  that  line  of  education,  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  world,  pre- 
cludes bodily  labour,  and  to 
which  the  idea  of  the  gentleman 
is  annexed,  without  a  competency 
to  fupport  the  chara£ler  ;  to  many 
of  thefe,  I  am  an  evidence,  he  was 
a  kind  friend  and  a  private  bene- 
fadlor ;  not  only  by  his  advice  in 
perfonal  diftrefs,  but  by  his  purfe, 
on  feverely  trying  occafion^.— 
l^ay,  fo  cordial  was  his  humanity 
towards  thefe,  that  on  a  friend's 
hinting  to  him,  whilft  he  was  in 
the  country,  that  his  favours  were 
Jiot  marked  by  propriety  of  dif- 
tindion  (the  gentleman  from 
whom  he  refufed  his  fee  being 
placed  in  high  rank  in  the  church, 
with  an  independent  fortune)  he 
returned  a  ready  explanation  of 
his  principle  of  aftion  ;  "  I  had 
rather,  faid  the  Dodtor,  return  the 
fee  of  a  gentleman  with  whofe  rank 
I  am  not  perfedlly  acquainted, 
than  run  the  rifk  of  taking  it  from 
a  man,  who  ought,  perhaps,  to  be 
the  object  of  my  bounty."  Such 
was  the  noble  llyle  of  this  moft 
excellent  man's  way  of  thinking. 

The  humane  reader  will  feel  the 
finell  fprings  of  his  aftedions  mov- 
ed, by  t' e  following  anecdote, 
given  to  me  by  a  clergyman  of 
high  rank,  who  reveres  the  me- 
mory of  Dr.  Fothergill,  and  places 
his  obligations  to  him,  in  a  very 
trying  feafon,  near  to  his  heart. 

A  friend  of"  his,  a  man  of  a 
worthy  charafter,  who  has  at  this 
time  an  income  of  about  one  hun- 
:f  Vol.  XXIV. 


dred  pounds  a  year,  church  pre- 
ferment, was,  in  the  earlier  part  of 
his  life,  feated  in  London  upon  a 
curacy  of  fifty  pounds  per  annum, 
with  a  wife  and  a  numerous  fami- 
ly.—  An  epidemical  difeafe,  which 
was  at  that  time  prevalent,  feized 
upon  his  wife,  and  five  of  his  chil- 
dren :  in  this  fcene  of  dillrefs  he 
looked  up  to  the  Doftor  for  his 
affiftance,  but  dared  not  apply  to 
him,  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  his 
being  unable  to  reward  him  for  his 
attendance. —  A  friend,  who  knew 
his  fltuation,  kindly  offered  to  ac- 
company him  to  the  Doftor's,  and 
give  him  his  fee ;  they  took  the 
advantage  of  his  hour  of  audience, 
and  after  a  defcription  of  the  fe- 
veral  cafes,  the  fee  was  offered, 
and  rejected  ;  but  a  note  was  taken 
of  his  place  of  refidence.  The 
Doftor  called  affiduoufly  the  next 
and  every  fucceeding  day,  till  his 
attendance  was  no  longer  necefTa- 
ry.  The  curate,  anxious  to  retura 
fome  grateful  mark  of  the  fenfe  he 
entertained  of  his  fervices,  llrained 
every  lervc  to  accomplifh  it  ;  but 
his  afloni(hment  was  not  to  be  de- 
fcribed,  when,  inftead  of  receiving 
the  money  he  offered,  with  apolo- 
gies for  his  fltuation,  the  Dodor 
put  ten  guineas  into  his  hand,  de- 
firing  him  to  apply  to  him  with- 
out diffidence  in  future  difficulties. 

Although  amidll  the  diffufioa 
of  his  favours  he  too  frequently 
met  with  painful  returns,  yet  he 
would  never  allow  inflances  of  this 
fort  to  check  the  ardour  of  his 
mind  in  doing  all  the  good  he 
could  to  others ;  and  even  to  thofe 
who  returned  ingratitude  for  kind- 
nefs, his  charity  continued  Hill 
patient,  hoping  all  things.  It 
was  his  common  exprflfion,  when 
he  found  hl>  favours  mifapplied,  or 
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Iimfelf  impofed  upon,  "  I  had 
Much  rather  that  my  favours 
/nould  fall  upon  many  uniieferving 
objefts,  than  that  one  truly  deferv- 
ing  (hould  efcape  my  notice." 

From  the  extenfnenefs  of  his 
daily  employments  in  London  and 
its  neighbourhood,  to  which  mull 
be  added,  the  variety  of  his  medi- 
cal, philofophical,  literary,  and 
friendly  correfpondence,  it  may 
be  a  niatter  of  furprife  to  many, 
how  .e  could  acquit  himfelf  of  the 
number  of  his  engagements  ;  yet 
ie  underfiood  fo  well  the  value  of 
a  moment,  and  the  influence  of 
order  in  the  management  of  time, 
that  he  could  generally  fettle  his 
moft  interefting  concerns  every 
evening,  before  he  retired  to  rell. 
His  thoughts  were  fo  perfectly  di- 
gefted,  his  penetration  was  fo 
quick,  and  his  hand  was  fo  rapid 
in  its  obedience  to  the  diftates  of 
his  mind,  that  what  might  have 
been  to  many  able  men  a  fcene  of 
inquietude,  not  to  fay  of  confufion, 
was,  in  his  hands,  eafy  and  fami- 
liar. In  cafes  of  moment  he  was 
no  procraftinaior. 

In  the  praflice  of  a  phyfician 
it  is  a  happinefs  to  himlelf,  and 
certainly  a  much  greater  to  his 
patients,  if  he  is  in  poflelTion  of 
that  native  acumen  or  fagsciouf- 
refsof  mind,  which,  from  the  fu- 
perior  importance  of  his  art, 
ought  to  have  a  high  place  in  the 
fcale  of  character,  could  it  be 
clearly  afcertained. — In  every  o- 
ther  art  or  fcience  it  may  be  eafily 
diftinguiOied  by  men  of  moderate 
abilities  ;  but  in  medicine,  its 
effefls  not  being  fo  obvious,  po- 
pular impreffion,  or  private  influ- 
ence, muft  necefl'arily  be  accepted 
as  fecurity  for  its  exiftence.  It 
has  fo,  little  dependance  upon  me- 


dical education,  and  profeilioDal 
employment,  that  a  man  may 
have  enjoyed  all  the  advantages 
of  the  one,  and  all  the  emoluments 
of  the  other,  yet  neither  he  nor 
his  patients  may  have  felt  the  leall 
degree  of  its  influence. —  Educa- 
tion and  employment  are  ordinary 
things  ;  but  this  alone  is  the  life 
of  medical  genius,  and  is  truly  ex- 
traordinary ;  it  operates  by  quick 
diicriraination  in  dubious  cafes  j 
it  throws  a  clear  light  upon  appa- 
reut  difiiculties  ;  it  iixes  the  judg- 
ment determinateiy  upon  the  right 
objedl,  and  is  praftically  illultrat- 
ed  by  happy  and  unexpected 
events. — It  was  this  fpecies  of  pe- 
netration that  principally  dillin- 
guiflied  Dr.  Fcthergill  as  a  medi- 
cal man. 

There  was  another  advantage, 
of  no  fma!!  moment,  which  his 
patients  derived  from  his  attend- 
ance ;  he  knew  how  to  unite  the 
kindnefs  of  friendfhip  with  his 
profeflional  duties  ;  and  could  en» 
ter  into  thofe  retreats  of  anxiety, 
from  which  flow  an  infinitude  of 
bodily  diltrelTesj  with  an  eye  clear- 
ly difcerning,  yet  incurious  and 
benign. — A  religious  fenfibility  of 
fpirit  difpofed  him  to  draw  near 
the  deep  fprings  of  aJfliftior,  and 
diiiufe  the  oil  of  peace  over  the 
troubled  waters.  There  was  a 
difcretion  in  his  fympathy,  that 
attached  the  confidence  of  his  pa- 
tients to  an  uncommon  degree ; 
and  of  what  importance  fuch  aa 
acquifition  mull  be  in  the  courf< 
of  an  extenfive  practice,  I  leave 
to  tl  e  judgment  of  every  Ikilful 
practitioner. 

A  lady  of  my  acquaintance,  oc- 
calionaliy  exprefling  her   high  re- 
gard for  the   Doftor,   and   the  fa« 
tisfadion    ihe    received   from   his 
attend* 
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attendance  upon  her  on  many  oc- 
calions,  made  ufe  of  the  following 
pathetic  language. — "  He  was  in^ 
deed  my  warm  friend  and  advifer 
in  my  dirtrefs,  as  well  as  my  phy- 
fician.  - —  He  was,  under  Provi- 
dence, the  preferver  of  my  health, 
and  the  rellorer  of  my  peace  in  the 
feverell  conflids  of  my  life.'* 

[Dr.  Hird  proceeds  to  fpealc  of 
him  as  an  encourager  of  fcience, 
as  a  patron  of  men  of  genius,  and 
as  a  generous  promoter  of,  and 
contributor  to,  charities  and  works 
of  public  utility  and  convenience  : 
in  fpeaking  of  Dr.  Fothergill  un- 
der this  lail  head,  he  gives  an  ac- 
count of  his  laudable  inftitution  of 
the  Foundling  Hofpital  at  Ack- 
worth.  The  condufion  is  as  fol- 
lows.] 

The  perfon  of  Dr.  Fothergill 
was  of  a  delicate,  rather  of  an  ex- 
tenuated make  ;  his  features  were 
all  charadlcr  ;  his  eye  had  a  pecu- 
liar brilliancy  of  exprellion,  yet 
it  was  not  eafy  fo  to  mark  the 
leading  trait,  as  to  difengage  it 
from  the  united  whole.  He  was 
remarkably  adlive  and  alert,  and, 
with  a  few  exceptions,  enjoyed  a 
general  good  lUte  of  health. 

He  had  a  peculiarity  of  addrefs 
and  manner,  refulting  from  per- 
fon, education,  and  principle; 
but  it  was  To  perfedly  accompani- 
ed by  the  moll  engaging  atten- 
tions, thac  he  was  the  genuine  po- 
lite man  above  all  forms  of  breed- 
ing.—I  knew  him  well,  and  I 
never  knew  a  man  who  left  fuch 
pleafing  impreflions  on  the  minds 
of  his  patients. 

His  drefs  was  remarkably  neat, 
plain,  and  decent,  peculiarly  be- 
coming-  hinjfeif ;  a  perfeft  tran- 
fifript  of  the  order,   and,   I  may 


add,  the  neatnefs  of  his  mind.-* 
He  thought  it  unworthy  ^  man  of 
fenfe,  and  inconiiftent  witn  his 
charader,  to  fufFer  himfeif  to  be 
led  by  the  whim  of  fafhion,  and 
become  the  flave  of  its  caprices. 
But  this  impreiiion  upon  his  un- 
derllanding  was  much  llrengthen- 
ed  by  his  firm  attachment  to  his 
principles  as  a  Quaker,  which, 
led  to  that  decent  plainnefs  and. 
modedy  in  drefs,  which  may  be 
prefumed  to  be  one  at  leaft  amongft 
the  external  evidences  of  a  fpiric 
elevated  in  its  views  above  all 
tranfient  and  fublunary  things. 

At  his  meals  he  was  remarkably 
temperate;  ip  th-.  opinion  offome, 
rather  too  abl^eraious,  eating  fpa- 
ringly,  but  with  a  good  relifh,  and 
rarely  exceeding  two  glafles  of 
wine  at  dinner  or  fupper ;  yet  by 
this  uniform  and  Heady  tempe- 
rance, he  preferved  his  mind  vi- 
gorous and  adtive,  and  his  confti- 
tution  equal  to  ail  his  engagements* 

His  ideas  of  retreat  from  buli- 
nefs  were  marked  by  a  degree  of 
dignity  perfeftly  correfpondenc 
with  the  reft  of  his  charadter.  '*  I 
wifh,  faid  he,  as  far  as  I  ought 
to  wifh,  to  withdraw  myfelf  from 
my  profeffional  labours  in  full 
pofTellion  of  my  faculties,  and,  I 
may  add,  of  my  reputation  ;  for 
I  well  know,  from  many  an  hu- 
miliating inftance,  how  much  the 
infirmities  of  age,  or  paralyse 
debility,  to  which  we  are  all  of 
us  alike  expofed,  may  afFeft  the 
remembrance  of  our  belt  quali- 
ties."—He  wifhed  to  retire  witK 
the  refpeft,  rather  than  the  coro- 
palFion,  of  his  friends. —  It  has 
plealed  Providence  to  remove  him 
from  fociety.  after  a  few  weeks 
painful  indiipofitJoD,  in  the  vigour 
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of  his  faculties  jjnd  in  the  luftre 
of  his  reputation,  having  clofcd  a 
life  of  ufefulnefs  and  honour,  in 
the  69ih  year  of  his  age,  with  ex- 
prellions  of  a  well-grounded  af- 
furance  of  an  happy  immortality. 

In  the  language  of  his  own  eu- 
logium  on  the  memory  of  his 
friend  Dr.  Ruffei,  I  (hall  conclude 
this  imperfed  tribute  to  the  me- 
mory of  my  afFeftionate,  Heady, 
and  I  may  add,  my  partial  friend, 
Dr.  Fothergill  ; —  "  animated  by 
*'  his  example,  let  us  purfue  the 
*'  arduous  track  of  public  virtue; 
•*  and  having,  like  him,  fup- 
•'  ported  the  dignity  of  our  pro- 
•'  feflion,  by  dealing  with  a  li- 
**  beral  hand  to  all  the  bleffings 
•'  of  health,  to  the  utmoft  of  our 
**  abilities,  and  done  honour  to 
**  our  fpecies,  by  the  conftant 
*'  exercife  of  uprightnefs,  can- 
*'  dour,  and  benignity,  may  we 
••  clofe  the  fcene  in  full  poflef- 
'*  fion  of  all  that  deferves  the 
•*  name  of  human  felicity." 


An  Account  of  the  Indians  of  Porto 
de  la  Trinidad,  in  41  iV.  Lot.  en 
the  N.  W.  Coajl of  Amtr\cz,frDm 
the  Spanifh  Journal  by  Don  Fran- 
cifco  Maurelle,  cf  a  Voyage  in 
1775,  to  exphre  the  Coaft  of  Ame- 
rica, Northnuard  of  California, 
tranflated  by  the  Hon.  Daines 
Barrington.  From  Barrington's 
MifceJlanies. 

ON  the  nth  of  June  1775,  we 
had  fixed  every  thing  with 
regard  to  our  anchorage,  and  we 
determined  to  take  pofleliion  of 
the  country,  upon  the  top  of  a  high 
mountain,  which  lyes  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  port,  f^r  this  pur- 
pofe  our  crews  divided  into  dif- 


ferent parties,  which  were  pro- 
perly ported,  fo  that  the  reft  mighe 
proceed  without  any  danger  of  an 
attack.  We  moreover  placed  cen- 
tinels  at  a  confiderable  diftance 
to  reconnoitre  the  paths  ufed  by 
the  Indians,  who  pofTefled  them- 
fclves  of  thofe  parts  from  which 
we  had  moft  to  fear.  With  thefe 
precautions  the  crews  marched  in. 
two  bodies,  who  adored  the  holy 
ciofs  upon  difembarking,  and 
when  at  the  top  of  the  mountain 
formed  a  fquare,  the  centre  of 
which  became  a  chapel.  Here 
the  holy  crofs  was  again  raifed, 
mafs  celebrated,  with  a  fermon, 
and  pofleflion  taken,  with  all  the 
requifices  enjoined  by  our  inftruc- 
tions.  We  alfo  fired  both  our 
mufquetry  and  cannon,  which  na- 
turally made  the  Indians  fuppofc 
we  were  irrefiftible.  After  they 
had  recovered  their  fright  however, 
and  found  that  we  had  done  them 
no  harm,  they  vifited  us  again, 
and  probably  to  examine  more 
nearly  what  had  occafioned  the 
tremendous  noife  which  they  had 
never  heard  before.  As  we  thus 
took  pofTefTion  on  the  day  when 
holy  mother  church  celebrates  the 
feftival  of  the  moft  holy  Trinity, 
we  named  the  port  accordingly. 

The  following  days  were  taken 
up  in  procuring  wood  and  water, 
whilft  the  fchooner  was  careened. 
We  likewife  cut  fome  mafts  for 
her. 

We  could  not  but  particularly 
attend  to  all  the  aftions  of  the 
Indians,  their  manner  of  living, 
habitations,  garments,  food,  go- 
vernment, laws,  language,  and 
arms,  as  alfo  their  hunting  and 
fiiheries.  The  diftruft  indeed 
which  we  nat^rally  entertained  ef 
thefe  barbarians,  made  us  endea- 
vour 
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vour  to  get  as  p;reat  an  infight  into 
all  thefe  as  poflible,  yet  we  never 
obferved  any  thing  contrary  to  the 
mofl  perfedl  friendfhip  and  confi- 
dence which  they  feemed  to  repofe 
in  us.  I  may  add,  that  their  in- 
tercourfe  with  us  was  not  only 
kind,  but  afFeftionnte. 

Their  houfes  were  fquare,  and 
built  with  large  beams,  the  roofs 
being  no  higher  than  the  furface 
of  the  ground,  for  the  doors  to 
which  they  make  ufe  of  a  circular 
hole,  juft  large  enough  for  their 
bodies  to  pafs  through.  'J'he 
floors  of  thefe  hues  are  perfedlly 
fmooth  and  clean,  with  a  fquare 
kole  two  feet  deep  in  the  centre, 
io  which  they  make  their  fire, 
and  round  which  they  are  conti- 
nually  warming  themfelves,  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  cold.  Such 
habitations  alfo  fecure  them,  when 
rot  employed  out  of  doors,  from 
the  wind  and  noxious  animals. 

The  men  however  do  not  wear 
any  covering,  except  the  cold  is 
intenfe,  when  indeed  they  put 
upon  their  fhoulders  the  fltins  of 
fea-wolvef,  otters,  deer,  or  other 
animals :  many  of  them  alfo  have 
round  their  heads  fweet-fmelling 
herbs.  They  likewife  wear  their 
hair  either  diflievelled  over  their 
fhoulders,  or  otherwife  en  caf' 
tanna. 

In  the  flaps  of  their  ears  they 
have  rings  like  thofe  at  the  end  of 
a  mufquet. 

They  bind  their  loins  and  legs 
quite  down  to  the  ankles,  very 
clofely,  with  llrips  of  hide  or 
thread. 

They  paint  their  face,  and 
greater  part  of  their  body,  regu- 
larly either  with  a  black  or  blue 
colour. 

Their  arms    are  covered    with 


It 

circles  of  fmall  points  in  the 
fame  manner  that  common  people 
in  Spain  ofcen  paint  (hips  and  an- 
chors. 

The  women  cover  the  tops  of 
their  heads  with  an  ornament  like 
the  creft  of  a  helmet,  and  wear 
their  hair  in  two  trcfTes,  in  whicK 
they  ftick  many  fweet-fmeilinj; 
herbs.  They  alfo  ufe  the  fame 
rings  in  their  caps  (which  are  of 
bone)  as  the  men  are  before  de- 
fcribed  to  do,  and  cover  their  bo- 
dies with  the  fame  fkins,  befides 
which  they  more  decently  wear  aa 
apron  of  the  ^^m^  kind,  about  a 
foot  wide,  with  fome  threads 
formed  into  a  fringe.  They  like- 
wife  bind  their  legs,  in  the  fame 
manner  with  the  men. 

The  underlip  of  thefe  women 
is  fwejled  out  into  three  fa/ci.as, 
or  rifings,  two  of  which  ifluc  from 
the  corners  of  the  mouth  to  the 
loweit  part  of  the  beard,  and  the 
third  from  the  higheft  point,  and 
middle  of  that  point  to  the  lower, 
like  the  others,  leaving  between 
each  a  fpace  of  clear  flefh,  which 
is  much  larger  in  the  young  than 
in  the  older  women,  whofe  faces 
are  generally  covered  with  punc- 
tures, fo  as  to  be  totally  disfi- 
gured. 

On  their  necks  they  wear  vari- 
ous fruits,  inftead  of  beads;  fome 
of  thefe  ornaments  alfo  confift  of 
the  bones  of  animals,  or  fhells 
from  the  fea-coall. 

This  tribe  of  Indians  is  govern- 
ed by  a  ruler,  who  diredls  where 
they  (hall  go  both  to  hunt  and  filh 
for  what  the  community  Hands  in 
need  of.  We  alfo  obferved  that 
one  of  thefe  Indians  always  ex- 
amined carefully  the  fea-fhorc, 
when  we  went  to  our  (hips  on  the 
clofc  of  twilight,    the  occafion  <»f 
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which  probably  was  to  take  care 
that  all  their  people  fhould  return 
fafe  to  their  habitations  about  that 
time. 

It  fhould  feem  that  the  authori- 
ty of  this  ruler   is   confined   to  a 
particular  village   of   ihefe   habi- 
tations, together  with  fuch  a  dif- 
tridl   of  country   as  may   be   fup 
pofed  to  belong  to  the  inhabitants 
of  fuch  a  community,  who  lome- 
times   are  at  war  with  other  vil- 
lages, againft  whom   they  appear- 
ed to   afk  our   affilVance,    making 
us  figns  for  that  purpofe.     There 
are   however  many  other  villages 
which  are   friendly  to  each  other, 
if  not    to    thefe    Indians;    for  on 
our    firft    arrival    more  than     300 
came    down    in    different    parties, 
with    their    women    and  children, 
who  were  not  indeed  permitted  to 
enter  the  village  of  our  Indians. 

Whilft  this  fort  of  intercourfe 
continued  between  us,  we  ob- 
ferved  an  infant  who  could  fcarce- 
ly  be  a  year  old,  fhooting  arrows 
from  a  bow  proportioned  to  his 
lize  and  ilrength,  and  who  hit 
one's  hand  at  two  or  three  yards 
diftance,  if  it  was  held  up  for  a 
mark. 

We  never  obferved  that  thefe 
Indians  had  any  ido^s,  or  made 
Sacrifices  :  but  as  we  found  out 
that  they  had  a  plurality  of  vvives, 
or  women,  at  leafl,  we  inferred, 
nuith  good  rea/on^  that  they  ixere 
perfe£i  atheifts. 

Upon  the  death  of  one  of  thefe 
Indians  they  raifed  a  fort  of  fu- 
neral cry,  and  afterwards  burred 
the  bodv  within  the  houfe  of  their 
xuler  ;  but  from  this  we  could  not 
pronounce  they  were  idolaters, 
becaufe  the  cry  of  lamentation 
wight  proceed  from  affliftion,  and 
the  body  might  have  been  burnt, 
that  the  corpfe  Ihould  not  be  ex- 


pofed  to  wild  beafts ;  or  perhaps 
this  might  have  been  done  to 
avoid  the  flench  of  the  deceafed, 
when  putrefadion  might  com- 
mence. 

We  were  not  able  to  underftand. 
one  of  their  regulations,  as  they 
permitted  our''^.eopIe  to  enter  all 
their  houfes,  except  that  of  their 
ruler  ;  and  yet  when  we  had  bro- 
ken through  this  etiquette,  we 
could  not  obferve  any  thing  dif- 
ferent between  the  falace,  and  the 
other  huts. 

It  was  impofTible  for  us  to  un- 
derftand  their  language,  for  which 
reafon  we  had  no  intercourfe  but 
by  figns,  and  therefore  both  par- 
ties often  continued  in  a  total  ig- 
norance of  each  other's  meaning  ; 
we  obferved  however  that  they 
pronounced  our  words  with  great 
eafe 

Their  arms  are  chiefly  arrows 
pointed  with  flint,  and  fome  of 
them  with  copper  or  iron,  which 
we  underftood  were  procured  from 
the  N.  and  one  cf  thefe  was  thus 
marked  Q^^  Thefe  arrows  are 
carried  in  quivers  of  wood  or  bone, 
and  hang  from  their  wrift  or 
neck. 

But  what  they  chiefly  value  is 
iron,  and  particularly  knives  or 
hoops  of  old  barrels;  they  alfo 
readily  barter  for  bugles,  whilll 
they  rejected  both  provificns  or 
any  article  of  drefs.  They  pre- 
tended however  that  they  fome- 
tjmes  approved  the  former,  in  or- 
der to  procure  our  elteem  ;  but 
foon  after  they  had  accepted  any 
fort  of  meat,  we  obferved  that 
they  fet  it  afide,  as  of  no  value. 
At  laft  indeed  they  took  kindly 
to  our  bifcuits,  and  really  eat 
them. 

Amongil  thefe  Indians  there 
was   one   who   had  more  familiar 

inter- 
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intcrcourfe  with  us  than  all  the 
reft,  fitting  down  with  us  in  Tight 
of  his  countrymen. 

They  ufed  tobacco,  which  they 
fmoaked  in  fmall  wooden  pipes. 
in  form  of  a  trumpet,  and  procured 
from  little  gardens  where  they  had 
planted  it. 

They  chiefiy  hunt  deer,  cibulos, 
fea-wojves,  and  otters,  nor  did  we 
obferve  that  they  purfued  any 
others.  The  only  birds  we  met 
with  on  this  part  of  the  coaft  were 
daws,  hawks,  v«ry  fmall  paroquets, 
ducks,  and  gulls  ;  there  were  .Ifo 
ibme  parrots  with  red  feet,  bills, 
and  breafts,  like  lories  both  in 
their  heads  and  flight. 

The  fi(h  on  that  coaft  are  chiefly 
fardlnes,  pejerey,  and  cod  ;  of 
which  they  only  bring  home  as 
much  as  will  fatisfy  the  wants  of 
the  day. 

We  tried  to  find  if  they  had 
ever  fecn  other  ftrangers,  or  ihips, 
than  our  own,  but  though  we  took 
great  pains  to  inform  ourfelves  on 
this  head,  we  never  could  perfed- 
Jy  comprehend  what  they  faid  ;  up- 
on the  whole  we  conceived  that  we 
were  the  only  foreigner-3  who  had 
ever  vifited  that  part  of  the  coaft. 

We  likewife  endeavoured  to 
know  from  them  whether  they  had 
any  mines  or  precious  Hones ;  bu-t 
in  this  we  were  likewife  difap- 
pointed. 

What  we  faw  of  the  country 
leaves  us  no  doubt  of  its  fertility, 
and  that  it  is  capable  of  produc- 
ing all  the  plants  of  Europe.  Jn 
moft  of  the  gullies  of  the  hills 
there  are  rills  of  clear  and  cool 
water,  the  fides  of  which  are  co- 
vered with  herbs  (as  in  the  mea- 
dows of  Europe)   of   both    agree- 


able verdure  and  fmell.  Amongft 
thefe  were  Caftilian  rofes,  fmallagc, 
lilies,  plantain,  thirties,  cano- 
miTe,  and  many  others.  We  like- 
wife  found  ftrawberrics,  ralberries, 
blackberries,  fweet  onions,  and 
potatoes,  all  which  grew  in  con- 
iiderable  abundance,  and  particu- 
larly near  the  rills.  Amongft other 
plants  we  obferved  one  which 
much  refeniblcd  percely  (though 
not  in  its  fmell),  which  the  In- 
dians bruifed  and  eat,  after  mix- 
ing it  with  onions. 

The  hills  were  covered  with 
very  large,  high,  and  ftrait  pines, 
amongft  which  1  obferved  fome  of 
120  feet  high,  and  4  in  diameter 
towards  the  bottom. 

All  thefe  pines  are  proper  for 
mafts  and  ftiip-building. 

The  outline  of  the  port  is  re- 
prefented  in  Chart  the  6th,  which 
was  drawn  by  D.  Bruno  Heceta, 
D.  Juan  Fr.  de  la  Bodega,  and  my- 
felf.  Though  the  port'is  there  re- 
prefented  as  open,  yet  it  is  to  be 
underftood  that  the  harbour  is  well 
flieltered  from  the  S.  W.  W.  and 
N.  W.  as  alfo  from  the  N.  N.  E. 
and  £  *, 

[This  difcovcry  was  made  by  the 
fchooner  on  the  gth  of  June.] 

In  the  W.  part  there  is  a  hill 
50  fathoms  high,  joining  to  the 
continent  on  the  N.  fide,  where 
there  is  another  rifmg  of  20,  both 
of  which  afford  protedion  not  only 
from  the  winds,  but  the  attack  of 
an  enemy. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  port  is  a 
fmall  ifland  of  confidcrable  height, 
without  a  fingle  plant  upon  it; 
and  on  the  fides  of  the  coaft  are 
high  rocks,  which  arc  very  con- 
venient for  difembarking ;   goods 


*  Thefe  charts,  which  amount  to  nine,  have  never  been  ttanfmiited  to  Eng- 
land. 
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Pigeons,  hecauk  at  our  firft  landing 
we  faw  large  flocks  of  thefe,  and 
other  birds,  fome  of  which  had 
pleafing  notes. 

On  the  fides  of  the  mountains 
we  found  the  fame  plants  and 
fruits,  as  in  the  more  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  Trinity  -  har- 
bour. 
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alfo  may  be  fnipped  fo  near  the 
hill,  that  a  ladder  may  be  ufed 
from  the  land  to  the  veflel  ;  and 
near  tfhc  fand  are  many  fmall  rocks, 
which  fecore  the  (hip  at  anchor 
from  the  S.  E.  and  S.  W. 

We  com  pleated  our  watering 
very  early  from  the  number  of  rills 
which  emptied  th^mfelves  into  the 
harbour ;  we  were  likewife  as  foon 
fupplied  with  wood. 

We  paid  great  attention  to  the 
tides,  and  found  them  to  be  as  re- 
gular as  in  Europe. 

We  made  repeated  obfervations 
with  regard  to  the  latitude  of  this 
harbour,  and  found  it  was  exaclly 
41  dfgrees  and  7  minuterN.  whilll 
we  fuppofed  the  longitude  to  be 
ig  degrees  and  4  minutes  W.  of 
S.  Bias. 

We  had  thus  thoroughly  invefti- 
gated  every  thing  which  relates  to 
this  harbour,  except  the  courfe 
of  a  river  which  came  from  the 
■S.  W.  and  which  appeared  whilft 
we  were  at  the  top  of  the  hill. 
V/e  took  therefore  the  boat  on  the 
18th,  and  found  that  the  mouth 
was  wider  than  is  neceflary  for  the 
difcharge  of  the  water,  which  is 
Joft  in  the  fands  on  each  fide,  fo 
that  we  could  not  even  enter  it 
except  at  full  tide.  Hov/ever  we 
left  our  boat,  and  proceeded  a 
league  into  the  country,  whillt 
the  river  continued  of  the  fame 
width;  viz.  20  feet,  and  about  five 
deep. 

On  the  banks  of  this  river  were 
larger  timber  trees  than  we  had  be- 
fore feen,  and  we  conceived  that 
an  land-floods  the  whole  plain 
(which  was  more  than  a  quarter  of 
£  league  broad)  mui>  be  frequently 
covered  with  water,  as  there  were 
many  places  where  it  continued  to 
ftagnate. 

We  gave  this  river  the  name  of 


Jn  Account  of  John  Law  and  of  the 
MiJJijJifi  Scheme,  projected  by  hitn 
in  1717 — from  the  priuate  Life 
of  Lewis  \^th,  tranflatid  from 
the  French,  by  J.  O.  Jullamond, 
F.  R.  S. 

JO  H  N  Law  was  a  Scotchman, 
the  fon  of  a  goldfmith  of  Edin- 
burgh. Never  did  man  pofTefs, 
in  lb  perfeft  a  degree,  the  power 
of  calculating  and  combining;  and 
he  cultivated  thefe  talents,  by  fol- 
lowing the  bent  of  his  inclination. 
He  applied  himfelf  to  every  thing 
that  related  to  banks,  lotteries, 
and  to  the  trading  companies  of 
London  ;  he  ftudied  the  means  of 
fupporting  them,  of  animating 
the  hopes  and  confidence  of  the 
public,  by  keeping  up  their  ex- 
peilations,  or  by  increafing  their 
zeal.  He  penetrated  into  the  in- 
moft  fecrets  of  thefe  matters ; 
and  increafed  his  Hock  of  know- 
ledge ftill  more,  from  the  new 
company,  ellablifted  by  Harley 
Earl  of  Oxford,  for  paying  off 
the  national  debt.  Having  after- 
wards obtained  the  employment  of 
fecretary  to  fome  agent  of  tiie  refi- 
dent's  in  Holland,  he  made  him- 
felf acquainted  upon  the  fpot  with 
the  famous  bank  of  Amllerdam  ; 
with  its  capital,  its  produce,  its 
refources  ;  with  the  demands  in- 
dividuals had  upon  it  ;  with  its 
variations,  its  interelt  j    with   the 
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moae  of  lowering  or  raifing  its 
l\ock,  in  order  to  withdraw  the  ca- 
pital, that  it  might  be  dillributed 
and  circulated  ;  with  the  order 
that  bank  obferved  in  its  accounts 
and  in  its  offices ;  and  even  with 
its  expenditures  and  itt;  form  of 
adminiftration.  By  dint  of  re- 
flecting upon  the  informauon  he 
had  acquired,  and  of  combining 
fo  many  different  ideas,  he  form- 
ed a  fyftem  which  was  admirable 
for  its  order,  and  the  concatena- 
tion of  the  various  operations 
which  conftituted  it  ;  a  fylten* 
founded  at  leall  as  much  upon  the 
knowledge  of  the  human  heart, 
as  upon  the  fcience  of  numbers  ; 
but  from  which  good  faith,  equi- 
ty, and  humanity  were  totally 
banifhed,  to  make  way  for  perfi- 
dy, injuftice,  violence,  and  cruel- 
ty. And  indeed  the  author  of 
it  was  himfelf  an  unprincipled 
wretch,  bound  by  no  ties  of  mo- 
rality or  religion.  Having  flain 
or  murdered  a  man,  he  was  oblig- 
ed to  fly  from  Great  Britain  ;  he 
brought  away  with  him  another 
man's  wife,  with  whom  he  lived 
many  years  as  if  (he  had  been  his 
own.  His  avdity  was  infatiable, 
and  it  was  to  gratify  this  pa(?ion, 
that  all  his  exienfive  combinations 
were  made  to  concur.  In  that 
exhaulled  ftate  to  which  the  war 
had  reduced  all  the  European 
powers,  he  forefaw  that  they 
would  neceffarily  endeavour  to  re- 
ellablifli  their  finance'),  and  he 
conceived  greater  hopes  of  fuc- 
ccedinf  than  ever,  by  the  allure- 
mei  of  his  fyltera,  which  was 
calculated  to  feduce  any  power 
that  would  not  fcruple  to  prefer 
the  fpeedieft  method  of  exonerat- 
ing itfcif,  to  thnt  which  was  molt 
honcft.     The  objcd  of  his  plan. 


therefore,  was  neither  trade  nor 
the  facility  of  levying  taxes  with- 
out diminiOiing  them,  nor  the  re- 
trenchment of  expences,  nor  the 
cultivation  of  the  foil,  nor  the 
coniurr.ption  of  provifjons,  nor 
even  the  circulation  of  the  fpecie. 
He  had  built  up  his  fyftem  with  a 
view  that  a  fivereign  (hould  pay 
his  debts,  not  only  without  en- 
croaching upon  hi^  profusion  or 
his  luxury,  but  alfo  by  attracting 
to  himfelf  all  the  gold  and  filver 
of  his  lubjeds  ;  and  fuch  was  to 
be  the  illufion,  that  the  fubjedts 
Ihouldgiveit  up  voluntarily  ;  nay 
more,  ihould  be  eager  to  bring  it 
in,  fhould  infift  upon  its  being  re- 
ceived, fhould  confider  it  as  a  fa- 
vour to  be  preferred  ;  and  that 
when  they  were  rouzed  from  this 
dream,  if  they  Ihould  find  them- 
felves  bereft  of  their  property, 
they  fnould  not  be  able  to  Jay  the 
blame  on  any  thing  but  their  own 
avidity.  A  projct  of  a  moft 
alarming  nature  to  the  human 
mind,  and  whicn  every  other  man, 
except  this  danng  genius,  would 
have  rejefted  as  a  chimera,  if  it 
had  fuggeiled  itfelf  to  him  ! 

fnis  fyilem  con  filled  of  a  bank, 
the  real  capital  of  which  was  to  be 
the  revenues  of  the  ('ate,  and  the 
accruing  capital,  fome  unknown 
kind  of  con  merce.  This  benefit 
being  calculated  to  keep  pace  uith 
the  imagination  in  its  increafe, 
was  to  be  a  wonderful  fpur  to  thofe 
gamefters  who  wiflied  to  parcak* 
of  it,  by  means  of  fhares  which 
were  to  be  made  out  fuccefllvely, 
in  proportion  to  the  eagcrnefs  of 
the  parties. 

Thefe  (hares,  in  fact,  which 
were  at  firlt  few  in  number,  could 
not  fail  of  riling  to  an  enormous 
price,  on  account  of  their  icarcity, 

and 
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and  the  rapidity  of  the  circula- 
tion ;  this  would  not  only  facili- 
tate, but  even  neccflitate  the  mak- 
ing of  other  fliare?,  and  at  an  ad- 
vanced premium. 

This  new  paper,  bringing  the 
old  into  difcredit,  would  furnifhan 
excellent  mode  of  diftributing  it; 
becaufe  the  old  paper  would  be 
received  at  par,  but  always  with 
a  certain  proportion  of  money. 

In  order  to  engage  perfons  to 
get  rid  of  this  old  paper,  the  va- 
lue of  it  was  to  be  made  uncertain 
•by  frequent  fiuiSluations;  thus  the 
poffefTors  of  it  would  be  apprehen- 
sive that  it  might  become  of  no 
value  in  their  hands :  when  it 
Jhould  beraifed,  one  would  readi- 
ly convert  it  into  fhares,  to  fecure 
the  advantage  ;  and  when  it  (hould 
be  lowered,  one  would  fear  that 
it  (hould  become  lower  ftill. 

The  bank,  on  the  contrary, 
were  to  make  all  their  payments 
in  bills,  whofe  value  being  inva- 
riable, would  keep  up  the  confi- 
dence in  them,  and  would  render 
them  more  negotiable,  and  pre- 
ferable to  fpecie. 

The  difcredit  brought  upon 
money  would  lower  the  interelt  of 
it,  and  the  prince  was  to  avail 
himfelfof  this  reduction  to  make 
his  loans,  and  thus  difcharge  part 
of  his  debts,  without  any  diiburfe- 
znent;  for  the  individuals,  not 
knowing  what  to  do  with  it,  would 
bring  it  back  to  him. 

If  the  individuals  wifhed  to  lay 
out  their  money  in  more  folid  ac- 
quifitions,  lands,  provilions,  and 
merchandize  would  increafe,  and 
confequently  fo  would  the  receipt 
of  the  taxes  and  the  cufloms. 

This  phantom  of  fortune  daz- 
zling the  eyes  of  every  one,  the 
feveral  claiTes  of  citizens,  in  their 


eagernefs  for  partaking  of  it., 
would  intereft  themfclves  in  the 
keeping  up  of  the  bank  fo  much  the 
more;  as  a  number  of  individuals 
either  more  )brtt;nate  or  more  dex- 
terous, neceflarily  making  enor- 
mous profits,  wauld  excite  the 
general  cupidity,  nearly  in  the, 
fame  manner  as  the  higheft  prize 
in  a  lottery,  keeps  up  the  hopes 
of  the  adventurers,  cf  whom  the 
greater  part  muft  neverthelefs  be 
lofers.  Now,  what  fort  of  com- 
petition would  there  not  be  in  this 
inltance,  where  every  one  would 
be  certain  of  winning,  by  increaf- 
ing  the  dividends  a  propos  ? 

Let  this  illufion  be  kept  up 
only  for  a  few  years,  and  the  fo- 
vereign  will  have  paid  off  all 
his  debts,  and  will  have  drawn 
into  his  coffers,  th«  greatcft  part 
of  the  fpecie  of  his  own,  and  evea 
of  other  kingdoms. 

Such  were  the  axioms  and  the 
corollaries  of  Law's  fyflem  :  an 
infernal  theory,  deduced  certain^ 
ly  from  fatls,  and  which  he  had 
never  ventured  to  confider  coolly 
in  all  iis  horror :  let  us  fay  more,  a 
theory  that  was  not  even  to  be 
conceived ;  but  the  regent  and 
he,  hurried  away,  in  fpite  of 
themfelvcs,  by  the  rapid  motion 
of  this  political  machine,  were 
obliged  to  yield  to  its  impulfe,  till 
it  broke  to  pieces  by  its  own  ef- 
forts. 

However  this  may  be,  the  au- 
thor of  this  plan,  whether  more  or 
lefs  digefted  with  refped  to  its 
confequenccs,  perceiving  that  it 
could  not  be  carried  into  execution 
in  3ny  ftate,  except  where  the 
fovereign  enjoyed  abfolute  autho- 
rity, coniidered  France  as  the 
kingdom  moll  lit  for  his  defign. 
Befides,  he  knew  the  people ;  tha.t 
2  they 
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they  were    fond  of  novelty,    that 
they  adopted  it  without  conilder- 
ation,  and   gave  themfelves  up  to 
ic  with  a  kind  of  frenzy.     It  has 
been    aflerted.    that   he    iirft    pro- 
pofed  his  fyftem    to    Lewis  XIV. 
who,    notwithltanding    his    being 
in  want  of  fuch  a  fcheme,    upon 
the  bare   expoiition   of  it,  rejeded 
it    with    a    kind    of    abhorrence. 
The  author  was  not   difconcerted, 
but    proauced    it    again    to    the 
Duke  of  Orlenns.     That    prince, 
more  determined,   more  enterpriz- 
ing,    and    certainly    lefs    fcrupu- 
lous,  confidered  it  as  very   ufeful 
to    his    views ;    he   was   moreover 
prefled  by  circumftances  ;  he  wiih- 
ed   to  avail    himfelf  of  the   fhort 
time  he  had  to  govern,  to  remedy 
the  evils  of   the  ftate,    which  re- 
quired   a     neceffary     crilis.       He 
therefore  adopted  this  fyilem  ;  he 
would   not  allow  himfelf  to  think 
of    the     violent     convuifion    into 
which  he  was  going  to  throw  the 
ftate,  and   flattered   himfelf,    that 
his  genius  would  be  able  to  put  a 
flop  to  its  efredls,    whenever  they 
(hould   become  too  fatal.     Nevtr- 
thelefs,  as  he  was  not  the  abfolute 
mafter,    and   that  he  was  obliged 
to  aft   with   a  great  deal   of  cau- 
tion,   he   adopted  it  only   flowly, 
and  by  degrees. 

At  firll  he  contented  himfelf 
with  permitting  Law  to  eftablifli 
a  bank,  in  order  to  accuftom  the 
people  by  degree^  to  fuch  a  title, 
and  to  fuch  an  eftablifhment.  Jt 
was  prefented  under  an  appear- 
ance of  public  utility,  and  it 
would  really  have  been  attended 
with  very  great  advantages,  if  it 
had  been  confined  to  the  func- 
tions fpccified  in  the  editX  which 
fei  it  on  foot. 

The  year   following,    in  order 


to  give  this  bank  a  credit,  which 
was  to  be  anfw^rable  to  the  more 
extenfive  undertakings  it  was  to 
embrace,  a  decree  of  council  was 
ifl'ued,  which  ordered  all  ihofe 
v/ho  had  the  management  of  the 
royal  ireafure,  to  receive  and 
even  to  difcharge  the  bills  without 
difcount.  By  this  decree,  full  of 
artifice,  under  the  appearance  of 
limplicity,  the  bank  was  made  the 
repolitory  of  all  the  revenues  of 
the  king.  This  was  the  firft  ftep 
towards  that  ideal  fortune  it  was 
to  make  :  it  immediately  fixed  the 
intereli  at  feven  and  an  half  per 
cent. 

Some  time  after,  a  trading  com- 
pany was  created,  under  the  title 
of  the  Wejlern  or  MlJJiJJipi  Compa- 
ny.    Its    objed    was   the  planting 
and    culture  of   the  French  colo- 
nies   of     North     America.       The 
king  gave  to  this  company  all  the 
lands  of  Louifiana,  and  permitted 
French,  as  well  as  foreigners,  to  be 
concerned  in   it,  by  taking  fhares 
of  it,  part  of  the  value  of  which 
might    be    furnifhed    in    bills    of 
ftate,  which  loft  from  fifty  to  fix- 
ty  per  cent,  upon  the  fpot.     How 
was    it    poffible    to    refift    fuch    a 
bait,  more  efpecially  as  the  coun- 
try   was    reprefented    as    a    Peru, 
more  fertile  in   gold   than   that  of 
the   Spaniards  !    Even   the  parlia- 
ment was  taken  in,  and  made  no 
fcruple  of  regifteiing.      They  yet 
faw    nothing    in    this,     but    what 
might  be  ufeful  to  the  ftate. 

In  171 8,  the  bank  made  fur- 
ther advances.  It  was  announced 
under  the  title  of  Bank  Royal,  by 
a  declaration  of  his  majelty,  which 
fignified,  that  the  king  had  reim- 
burfed  in  money  the  capitals  of 
thofe  perfons  who  had  ihares  in 
the   bank,   which    ihey  had  only 
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paid  in  bills  of  fiate,  and  that 
thefc  capitals  had  been  converted 
into  (hares  of  the  Wellern  com- 
pany ;  and  in  a  word,  that  the 
king  was  become  fole  proprietor 
of  all  the  (hares  of  the  bank.  Mr. 
Law  was  appointed  diredor  to  it, 
under  the  authority  of  his  majelty 
and  the  order;,  of  the  recent. 


An  Account  of  the  Chevalier  d'Eon. 
From  the  fame. 

THIS  Chevalier  d'Eon,  who 
has  fince  been  transformed 
into  a  woman,  and  who  probably 
partakes  of  both  fexes,  dei'erves 
to  be  more  particularly  known. 
She  relates  her  hiftory  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner:  —  Born  at  Ton- 
nerre,  Mademoifelle  d'Eon,  a  lady 
according  to  her  own  confefiion, 
was  in  the  tendereft  age  endowed 
with  a  prudence  capable  of  fe- 
conding  the  political  views  of  her 
parents,  who  made  her  pafs  (or  a 
boy.  She  was  fent  to  Paris,  and 
placed  at  the  College  Mazarin, 
where  we  may  conceive  how  much 
difgufl,  labour,  and  fatigue,  fhe 
muJl:  have  experienced,  to  go 
through  the  feveral  exercifes  of 
body  and  mind,  without  betray- 
ing the  fecrets  of  her  fex,  which 
was  never  fufpefted.  To  the  iludy 
of  the  Belles  Lettres,  fucceeded 
that  of  the  laws.  She  was  receiv- 
ed Dodlorin  Civil,  then  in  Canon 
Law,  and  afterwards  counfellor. 
Already  known  by  feveral  works, 
iht  had  an  opportunity  of  intro- 
ducing herfelf  to  the  Prince  of 
Conti,  who  honoured  her  family 
with  a  particular  proteftion.  Ruf- 
fia  v/as  then  at  variance  with 
France,  it  was  an  important  mat- 
ter to  reconcile  thefe  two  couris ; 


a    myfterious    agent   was    wanted 
without   a  title,    and   yet  capable 
of  infinuation,    and    of   fulfilling 
the  delicate  commiflion  he  was  to 
be  charged   with.     The  Prince  of 
Conti    thought    he    had  found   in 
Mademoifelle   d'Eon    all    the   ne- 
ceffary    qualifications,     and    pro- 
pofed  her  to  Lewis  XV.  who  was 
fond  of  fuch  mylleries.     He  readi- 
ly  accepted    the  female    negocia- 
tor ;    who,    upon   her  aproach    to 
Peterfbourg,   afiumed  the  drefs  of 
her  real  ibx,  and  fucceeded  fo  well 
in   her   buiinefs,    that  his  majefty 
was  pleaied   to  fend   her  a  fecond 
time  into  Rufiia,    with   the  Che- 
valier   Douglas.      She    had    then 
refumed    her    manly    drefs,     and 
went  through  this  fecond  charac- 
ter with    Hill    more   (inelTe,    fince 
it  is    affirmed,    that   (he   wai   not 
even    difcovered    by  the  emprefs. 
The  aim  of  her  negotiations  was, 
to  determine  RufTia  to  form  an  al- 
liance with  the  Courts  of  Vienna 
and  Verfailles,    rather  than   with 
Pruffia.      When    the    treaty    was 
(igned,    Mademoifelle    d'Eon  was 
commiflioned  to  carry  the  news  to 
the  king.    She  broke  her  leg  upon 
the   read.     This    accident,    how- 
ever,   did   not   ftop  her,    and  Ihe 
arrived  at  Verfailles  fix-and-thirty 
hours   before  the  courier  who  had 
been    difpatched  from    Vienna  at 
the  inflant  of  her  departure.    The 
king,  delighted,  ordered  his  fur- 
geon    to    take    particular   care   of 
Mademoifelle    d'Eon,     and    gave 
her    a    lieutenancy    of    dragoons, 
which  (he  defired.     She  ferved  in 
the    lafl  campaigns,    then    re-en- 
tered the  career  of   politics,    and 
was  fent  fecretary  of  an  emba(Ty  to 
I;Ondon,    where   fhe  made   herfelf 
fo  agreeable   to   that   court,    that 
his  Britannic  majefty,  contrary  to 
cullorn. 
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ciiftom,  chofe  her  to  carry  to  Ver- 
failles,  and  to  the  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford his  ambaflador  at  Paris,  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
concluded  between  the  two  na- 
tions. Jt  was  upon  this  occafion, 
that  the  king  gave  her  the  crofs 
of  Saint  Louis.  He  had  already 
beftowed  two  penfions  upon  her. 
It  muft  indeed  be  acknowledged, 
that  fhe  is  the  mod  extraordinary 
perfon  of  the  age.  We  have  feve- 
ral  times  feen  women  metamor- 
phofed  into  men,  and  doing  their 
duty  in  the  war ;  but  we  have  feen 
no  one  who  has  united  fo  many 
military,  political,  and  literary 
talents. 


Chara6ier    of  the    French.      Frcm 
SherlockV  Letters. 

*'  A  Frenchman,"  fays  the  Earl 
/\  of  Chefterfield,  "  who, 
with  a  fund  of  learning,  virtue, 
and  good  fenfe,  has  the  manners 
and  good-breeding  of  his  country, 
is  the  perfection  of  human  na- 
ture." I  am  not  an  enemy  to 
the  French;  but  I  do  not  think 
this  aflertion  true.  In  my  opinion, 
the  following  would  have  been 
jufter:  ^n  Englijhman,  ivho  joins 
manners  and  good-breeding  to  the  fo- 
lidity,  energy,  and  greatne/s  of 
mind,  'which  charatlerixe  his  country, 
is  the  perfe^ion  of  human  nature.  I 
do  not  mean  to  compliment.  But 
fentiments  and  actions  are  upon  a 
more  elevated  fcale  here  than  can 
be  found  in  any  other  nation  in 
the  world.  There  are  no  efFefts 
without  caufes ;  and  the  caufes  of 
this  are  very  obviou«.  We  pafs 
our  youth  with  the  Greeks  and 
Romans.  Their  great  examples 
expand  our  fouls ;  the  brightnefs 


of  their  anions,  and  the  fplendour 
of  their  principles,  kindle  the 
moft  noble  paffions  in  our  minds  ; 
and,  when  we  come  to  be  men, 
the  nature  of  our  government  feeds 
this  flame,  and  we  glow  with  a 
certain  internal  ardour,  which  oc- 
cafionally  breaks  out  into  adion, 
and  which  is  neither  known  nor 
comprehended  but  in  the  domi- 
nions of  Britain. 

I  do  juliice  here  to  my  coun- 
try ;  and  my  foul  feels  happy, 
that  I  am  able  to  give  her,  with 
truth,  a  fuperiority  over  the  uni- 
verfe  in  genius  and  magnanimity. 
But  if  from  this  I  fhall  be  under- 
ftood  to  think  meanly  of  the 
French,  becaufe  they  are  the  ri- 
vals and  enemies  of  this  nation, 
it  would  indeed  be  to  mifinterpret 
me  much.  Though  I  do  not 
think  that  people  equal  to  this  ia 
greatne/s,  I  think  them  a  very 
great  people.  And  if  the  Englifh 
are  fuperior  to  the  French  in  all 
the  more  elevated  qualities  which 
dignify  and  ennoble  humanity  ; 
fo  the  French  furpafs  the  Englifh 
in  all  the  milder  and  gentler  vir- 
tues, which  grace  and  adorn  it. 

In  England  the  French  have 
few  friends.  But  they  have  o/ie ; 
and  that  one  am  I.  They  could 
not,  I  acknowledge,  have  a  fee- 
bler advocate;  but  while  I  have  a 
tongue  to  fpeak,  or  a  pen  to 
write,  wherever  I  go  I'll  do  thcni 
juftice. 

Let  every  man  who  kns-ivs  that 
nation  fpeak  of  it  as  he  found  it  ; 
if  he  lived  in  their  intimacv  for 
years  (as  1  did),  and  if  he  found 
them  ill-natured,  ill-mannered, 
treacherous,  and  cowardly,  let 
him  fpeak  his  mind.  I  quarrel 
with  no  man  who  judges  for  him- 
felf,  and    who    fpeaks    the    trutU. 

iiut 
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But  let  the  indulgence  I  grant,  be 
granted  to  me  again  ;  and  let  .xe 
be  permitted  to  tell  the  world,  that, 
however  other  men  may  have  found 
them,  I  found  them  good  humour- 
ed, good-natured,  brave,  po!i(hed, 
frank  and  friendly. 

They  wrr<;  my  friends  faithful  and  juft   to 

me  j 
But  Brutus  fays  they  are  perfidious  ; 
And  Brutus  is  an  honour.i'bie  man. 
I  fpealc  Jiot  to  diiprove  what  Brutus  fpoke  j 
But  here  I  am  tofpejk  ivh^it  I  do  kncw.^ 

I  found  them  all  animated  with 
a  deCre  to  pleafe,  and  always  rea- 
dy to  do  me  every  fervice  in  their 
power.  I  owe  them  a  thoufand 
obligations.  I  had  faults ;  they 
correfted  them  :  1  wanted  know- 
ledge ;  they  informed  me:  I  was 
rough  ;  they  foftened  me :  I  was 
iick  ;  they  vifited  me  :  1  was 
vain ;  they  flattered  me :  I  had 
need  of  counfel ;  they  gave  me 
the  beft  advice :  every  man  has 
need  of  agreeable  company,  and 
every  man  may  be  fure  to  find  it 
in  France. 

I  could  be  lavifh  in  praife  of 
this  nation  ;  but  I  am  forry  to 
fay,  that  too  many  people  here 
have  prejudices  againll  them,  as 
ridiculous  as  they  are  ill-founded. 
They  (UJpife  the  French  as  if  they 
were  beings  without  either  fenfe 
or  fentiment;  though  their  writ- 
ings and  aflions  ftiew  they  are  full 
of  both.  Becaufe  two  ftates  have 
different  interefts,  is  that  a  reafon 
that  every  individual  belonging  to 
thofe  ftates  Ihould  promote,  to  the 
utmoft  of  his  abilities,  the  intereit 
and  glory  of  the  country  to  which 
he  belongs  ?  It  certainly  is.  And 
therefore,  every  Frenchman  has  the 
fame  merit  in  labouring  with  all 
his  might  for   the   deilrudion    of 


the  Britifh  fleet,  that  every  Eng- 
lifhman  has  in  exerting  all  bit 
powfrs  to  annihilate  the  navy  of 
France.  If  a  blaft  of  my  breath 
could  fend  all  the  (hips  ftie  has  to 
the  LOttom  of  the  fea-^-Puff— • 
They  were  fiuik,  before  you  could 
finifti  this  period.  But  is  ic  a  rea- 
fon J  (hould  hate  or  defpife  the 
French,  becaufe  I  am  naturally 
and  neceffarily  the  enemy  of 
France  ? 

'i'he  bell  way  I  think  to  judge 
this  matter  is  to  take  two  other 
rival  nations;  Auftria  and  Pruf-* 
fia ;  Athens  and  Sparta.  Here 
you  are  difpafiionate  ;  your  judg- 
ment will  be  juft.  Do  you  think 
ic  the  duty  of  a  liberal-minded 
Priifnan  to  defpife  an  Auftrian  ? 
Or,  fliould  a  well-born  Athenian 
deteft  a  Lacedemonian,  becaufe 
he  is  equally  animated  by  the  fame 
noble  flame  that  warms  himfelf, 
the  love  cf  his  country  f  1  he  na- 
tion which  is  able  to  rival  another, 
proves  herfelf  worthy  the  admira- 
tion of  that  nation  even  by  her  ri- 
vality  ;  and  had  I  no  ochc-  reafon 
to  confider  the  Fren'ch  as  a  great 
people,  befide  their  being  able  to 
contend  with  Englai  d,  that  proof 
for  me  would  be  iufiicient. 

But  the  French  are  perfidious 
in  politics.  I  deny  that  they  (an 
be  perfidious  with  the  Englilh. 
They  may  be  tieacherous,  for 
aught  I  know,  with  the  Auftrians 
and  the  Spaniards.  There  they 
profefs  friendfliip.  They  are  of 
the  fame  religion,  frequently  in- 
termarry, and  have  frequent  al- 
liances. With  England  France 
has  no  conneftion.  She  may  over- 
reach her  in  poHtics ;  but  (he  ne- 
ver can  ("eceive  her  by  perfidy; 
becaufe  (he  is  h-  r  uniform  enemy. 
There  is  not  an  infant  that  does 
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aot  know,  that  France  ever  was, 
and  ever  will  be,  the  enemy  of 
England.  The  making  a  peace 
is  not  making  a  friendlhip  ;  and 
the  French  will  not  be  more  the 
friends  of  England  when  this 
peace  is  made,  than  they  were 
live  years  before  the  war  began  ; 
.or  than  they  are  now.  The  riva- 
lity  between  the  two  nations  will 
Jart  while  the  nations  lall.  They 
are  littora  littorihia  contraria,  cp- 
pofite  in  every  thing.  It  is  the 
duty  of  France  to  deprefs  ling- 
land  as  much  as  flie  can.  It  is 
the  duty  of  England  to  keep  down 
France  as  much  as  is  in  her  power. 
It  is  the  duty  of  both  to  do  jullice 
to  the  other.  This  jvillice  the 
French  do  render  the  Englilh.  I 
am  forry  I  cannot  fay  the  Englilh 
do  the  fame  by  them.  Every 
clafs  of  men  in  France  praife  the 
people  of  this  country  ;  iome,  the 
folidity  of  their  underllanding, 
and  the  extent  of  their  genius  ; 
others,  the  energy  and  vigour  of 
their  charader  ;  many,  their  mag- 
nanimity and  benevolence  ;  and 
all,  their  courage  and  good  faith. 
While  here — but  I  blufli  for  num- 
bers, and  am  aihamed  to  hnilh  my 
period. 


Charafler  of  the  French  Ladhs 
compared  njuith  that  of  the  Eng- 
li(h.     From  the  fame.  \ 

WOMEN  are  a  fubjcft  upon 
which  fo  much  has  been 
faid  and  written  by  fo  many  men 
of  abilities,  that  il  is  not  eafy  to 
imagine  a  new  light  to  ihew  them 
in  ;  or  to  place  them  in  an  atti- 
tude, in  which  they  have  not 
been  already  placed.  But,  talk- 
ing of  a  nation,  if  one   did   not 


fay  fomething  about  fo  confider- 
able  a  part  of  it,  the  fubjed  mu(t 
appear  mutilated  and  imperfed. 

Js  bre'vtty  is  the  foul  of  ovvV,  / 
Jhall  be  brief;  and  I  iliall  only 
touch  on  the  principal  points  in 
which  the  women  of  France  dif- 
fer from  thofe  of  other  countries. 

When  a  French  lady  comes  into 
a  room,  the  firll  thing  that  flrikes 
you  is,  that  fhe  walks  better, 
holds  herfelf  better,  has  her  head 
and  feet  better  dreffed,  her  cloaths 
better  fancied,  and  better  put  on, 
than  any  woman  you  have  ever 
feen. 

When  fhe  talks,  fhe  is  the  art  of 
pleafing  perfonified.  Her  eyes, 
her  lips,  her  words,  her  geftures, 
are  all  prepofTeffing.  Her  lan- 
guage is  the  language  of  amiable- 
nefs  ;  her  accents  are  the  accents 
of  grace.  She  embellifhes  a  trifle  ; 
fhe  interefts  upon  a  nothing  ;  ftic 
foftens  a  contradiction  ;  flie  takes 
off  the  infipidnefs  of  a  compliment 
by  turning  it  elegantly  ;  and,  whea 
fhe  has  a  mind,  ihe  Iharpens  and 
polifhes  the  point  of  an  epigram 
better  than  all  the  women  in  the 
world. 

Her  eyes  fparkle  with  fpirit ; 
the  moil  deligbtful  fallres  flaih  from 
her  fancy  ;  in  telling  a  Itory,  fhe 
is  inimitable;  the  motions  of  her 
body,  and  the  accents  of  her 
tcngue,  are  equally  genteel  and 
eafy  ;  an  equable  flow  of  Ibftened 
fprightlinefs  keeps  her  conllantly 
good  humoured  and  cheartui  ;  and 
the  only  objefts  of  her  life  are  to 
pleafe,  and  to  be  plcafed. 

Her  vivacity  may  fometimes  ap- 
proach to  folly;  but  perhaps  it  is 
not  m  her  moments  of  folly  fhe 
is  leait  intercfting  and  agreeable. 
F,ngli(h  women  have  many  points 
of  fuperiority   ever   the   French  ; 
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the  French  are  fuperior  to  them 
in  many  others.  I  have  men- 
tioned feme  of  thefe  points  in 
other  places.  Here  I  fliall  only 
iay,  there  is  a  particular  idea  in 
which  no  woman  in  the  world  can 
compare  with  a  French-woman  ; 
it  is  in  the  power  of  inlelleSiual 
irritation.  She  will  draw  wit  out 
of  a  fool.  She  ilrikes  with  fuch 
addrefs  the  cords  of  felf  love,  that 
ihe  gives  unexpected  vigour  and 
agility  to  fancy ;  and  eledrifics 
a  body  that  appeared  non-elec- 
tric. 

I  have  mentioned  here  the  wo- 
men of  England ;  and  I  have 
done  wrong.  I  did  not  intend  it 
when  I  began  the  letter.  They 
came  into  my  mind  as  the  only 
women  in  the  world  wortliy  of  be- 
ing compared  with  thofe  of  France. 
To  fettle  the  refpeftive  claims  of 
the  fair  fex  in  thole  two  countries, 
requires  an  abler  pen  than  mine. 
I  ihall  not  dare  to  examine  it 
even  in  a  fingle  point;  nor  pre- 
fume  to  determine  whether,  in  the 
important  article  of  beauty,  form 
and  colour  are  to  be  preferred  to 
expreflion  and  grace,  or  whether 
grace  and  expreflion  are  to  be  con- 
Jidered  as  preferable  to  complexion 
and  (hape.  I  fhall  not  examine 
whether  the  piquant  of  France  is 
to  be  thought  fuperior  to  the  touch- 
ant  of  England  ;  or  whether  deep 
fenfibility  deferves  to  be  preferred 
to  animation  and  wit.  So  im- 
portant a  fubjeft  requires  a  vo- 
lume. I  fliall  only  venture  to  give 
a  trait.  If  a  goddefs  could  be 
luppofed  to  be  formed,  compound- 
ed of  Juno  and  Minerva,  that 
goddefs  would  be  the  emblem  of 
the  women  of  this  country.  Ve- 
nus, as  file  is,  with  all  her  amia- 
blenefles  and   imperfeflicns,    may 


Hand,  juftly  enough,  for  an  em- 
blem of  French  women.  I  have 
decided  the  qucllion  without  in- 
tending it ;  for  I  have  given  the 
preference  to  the  women  of  Eng- 
land. 

One  point  I  had  forgotten  ;  and 
it  is  a  material  one.  It  is  not  to 
be  difputed  on  ;  for  what  I  am 
going  to  write  is  the  opinion  and 
fentiment  of  the  univerfe.  The 
Englilh  women  are  the  bed  wives 
under  heaven- — and  fliame  be  on 
the  men  who  make  them  bad  huf- 
bands! 


Chq/fa^er  of  the   Italians. 
the  fame. 


From 


MEDIOCRITY  is  rare  here  ; 
every  thing  is  in  extremes. 
No  where  is  fo  fine  mufic  to  be 
heard  ;  no  where  (except  at  the 
opera  of  Pari,-;)  are  the  ears  fo 
cruelly  tortured  :  the  eyes  are 
charmed  and  tormented  alternate- 
ly by  the  moil  fuperb  and  moft 
deteliable  piftures  and  ftatues. 
No  citizens  ;  an  exceflive  luxury 
amongft  individuals ;  and  the  peo- 
ple in  the  mott  abjeft  mifery. 
It  is  the  fame  in  regard  to  reli- 
gion ;  you  will  fee  nothing  but  a 
blind  fuperftition  or  determined 
arheiils.  But  of  all  the  extremes 
the  moft  ftriking  are  thofe  which 
are  obferved  in  the  charafter  of 
the  nation.  The  Italian,  in  ge- 
neral, is  exceedingly  good,  or 
wicked  to  a  degree..  There  are 
excellent  hearts  in  this  country; 
but,  like  the  great  pidures,  they 
are  fcarce.  Men  are  born  there- 
with ftrong  paflions,  and,  not  re- 
ceiving any  education,  it  is  not 
afionifliing  that  they  often  commit 
great  crimes.  Under  a  cold  ex- 
terior. 
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ierlor  they  conceal  burning  hearts  ; 
and  their  exrerior  is  cold  only  to 
conceal  their  hearts.  Love,  jea- 
loufy,  and  revenge  are  their  ruling 
paflions  J  as  they  think  only  of  the 
ieni'ual  part  of  love,  and  know 
well  the  conllitutions  of  their 
women,  and  the  wiles  of  their 
rivals,  their  jealoufy  is  always 
^wake,  and  their  revenge  is  im- 
placable. 

As  to  underftanding,  it  is  near- 
ly the  fame  ;  men  of  talents  form 
the  large  clafs  ;  there  are  few 
fools ;  and  middling  men  ars  very 
rare.  "  Why  then,  you  will  aflc, 
do  thefe  men  produce  nothing  ex- 
cellent r"  Becaiife  they  have  un- 
governed  imaginations,  and  no 
philofophy  ;  and  becaufe  good 
tafte  has  not  yet  penetrated  into 
their  country.  And  why  has  not 
good  tafte  entered  Italy  ?  Becaufe 
Italy  has  neither  a  London  nor  a 
Paris  ;  and  becaufe  (he  never  had 
a  Lewis  the  fourteenth. 

Travellers  are  often  miftaken 
in  judging  of  the  Italian,  cfpecially 
the  Neapolitan.  They  think  he 
has  no  fcnfe,  becaufe  he  wants 
ideas.  A  man  can  have  but  few 
ideas  when  he  has  never  been  out 
of  his  own  country,  and  when  he 
has  read  nothing;  but  examine 
the  Neapolitan  on  all  the  fubjcdts 
with  which  he  is  acquainted,  and 
you  will  fee  whether  he  wants  na- 
tural  capacity.  He  refembles  the 
foil  of  his  own  country  :  a  field 
well  tilled  in  Naples  produces  the 
mod  plentiful  crops  ;  negledeJ, 
it  yields  but  briars  and  thirties. 
It  is  the  fame  with  'the  genius  of 
the  ir\habitants  ;  cultivated,  it  is 
capable  of  every  thing;  untilled, 
it  produces  only  folly  and 
vice. 
Vol.  XXIV. 


the  famous  Poet  Lope  de  Vega* 
from  a  Book  entitled  "  Letter 
from    an     Englijh    traveller    in 

Spain,  ye." 

Madrid,  Augujl  15,  1778. 

THOUGH  I  perfeftly  agree 
with  you  in  opinion  relating 
to  our  immortal  Shnkelpeare,  yet 
I  cannot  refrain  from  doing  that 
juflice  to  his  contemporary  Lope 
de  Vega  which  his  moft  extraordi- 
nary talents  deferve  ;  [  ihall  there- 
fore attempt  to  give  you  the  cha- 
racter of  this  great  poet,  which  is 
no  eafy  tai.k  when  his  amazing 
abilities  are  confidered  ;  however, 
I  fhall  venture  to  proceed,  z-,  this 
will  be  the  laft  letter  I  fliall  write 
to  you  from  hence. 

Lope  Felix  de  Vega  Carpio, 
born  the  25th  of  November  1562, 
was  the  fon  of  Felix  Vega  de  Car- 
pio, a  gentleman  of  Madrid,  who 
had  the  reputation  of  being  a  very 
good  poet,  a  turn  which  he  ob- 
ferved  with  rapture  in  his  child 
from  its  infancy,  and  which  the 
fond  parent  cherifhed  with  the 
greateft  delight.  At  five  years  of 
age  young  Lope  could  read  Spa- 
niili  and  Latin  fluently,  and  even 
make  verfes,  which  he  exchanged 
with  his  fchool-fellows  for  piiftures 
and  other  trifles.  His  father, 
charmed  with  this  furprifing  dawa 
of  genius,  fpared  no  pains  to  cul- 
tivate a  darling  plant,  that  fcem- 
ed  to  encourage  the  mofi:  flatter- 
ing expeflations.  At  the  age  of 
twelve.  Lope  was  mafter  of  the 
Latin  tongue  and  the  art  of  rhe- 
toric ;  could  dance  and  fence  with 
eafe  and  dexterity,  and  fing  with 
a  tolerable  tafte. — Endowed  with 
thele  accomplifhments,  he  became 
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an  orphan  at  his  firft  entrance 
into  the  world,  with  every  preflure 
ofdillrefs,  and  was  taken  into  the 
iervice  of  the  bifl.op  of  Avila,  irf 
whofe  praife  he  wrote  fcvcra!  pa- 
florals,  and  made  his  firfl:  drama- 
tic efi'ay,  v^ith  a  comedy  entitled 
La  Pall:oral  de  Jacinto,  lie  foon 
after  quitted  his  psiron,  went  to 
-the  univerfity  of  Alcala,  where  he 
L^udied  philo/ophy.,  -  and  took  a 
degree,  then  ,retur;ved  to  Madrid, 
and  became  fecretary  to  the  duke 
of  Alva,  who  entrufted  him  with 
his  mod  weighty  concerns.  En- 
couraged by  his  new  Mecenas, 
he  again  tuned  his  lyre,  and  fung 
his  praife  in  a  poem  entitled  Ar- 
cadia. About  ihis  time  he  mar- 
ried Dona  Ifab.ella  de  Urbina,  a 
lady  of  fafliion,  on  account  of 
v/hofe  gallantries  he  Toon  after 
fought  a  duel,  and  having  griev- 
ouily  wounded  his  antagoniR,  fled 
to  Valencia,  where  he  livfd  fome 
years;  after  which  he  returned 
again  to  Madrid,  where  lofing 
Jiis  wife,  he  felt  hinffelf  animated 
with  a  military  ardour,  and  re- 
■»paired  to  Cadiz  to  embark  on 
board  the  great  arjnada,  fitting 
out  by  Philip  the  fecond,  againit 
Queen  Elizabeth,  in  this  fleet 
he  failed  for  Lisbon  in  company 
«nth  his  brother,,  a  lieutenant  in 
the  Spahiih  navy,  who  J  oil  his  life 
in  that  expedition.  Our  poet  had 
his  inare  of  th^  misfortunes  of  that 
difappcinted  fleet,  .and  appeared 
at  Madrid  without  a  iinglc  fnend, 
became  fecret^ry^  to  the  marquil's 
of  Malpica,  and  afterwards  to  the 
count  of  Lemos.  Thou§,h  his 
firll. marriage  Avas.ijb  unfucccfsful, 
he  was  in  hopes  ofbeirg  more  for- 
tuf>at3  in  that  ftate .  vvith  Dona 
■  tjucina  de  Guardia,  a  lady  of  rank. 
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whom  he  foon  after  loft.  Incon- 
folable  at  thefe  repeated  afflidions, 
he  entered  into  the  ecclefiaftic 
fiate,  was  ordained  a  prieft,  and 
appointed  head  chaplain  to  a  con- 
gregation of  priells  at  Madrid, 
though  he  flill  courted  the  mufes, 
making  this  the  chief  relaxation 
that  foftened  his  forrows.  He 
was  now  in  the  zenith  of  his  poetic 
glory,  and  his  reputation  became 
fo  univerfal,  that  Pope  Urban  the 
eighth  ient  him  the  degree  of  doc- 
tor in  divinity,  and  the  crofs  of 
the  order  of  Malta,  added  to  a 
lucrative  poll  in  the  apoftolic  ex- 
chequer, which  Lope  held  to  his 
de^th,  which  happened  in  his 
feventy- third  year,  to  the  great 
regret  of  the  court,  and  every 
learned  man  in  the  kingdom.  The 
duke  of  Sefa,  who  was  his  patron 
and  executor,  caufed  him  to  be 
interred  at  his  own  expence,  with 
fuch  pomp  and  magnificence  as 
had  never  been  feen  before  for  a 
private  perfon  ;  the  duke  invited 
all  the  grandees  of  the  kingdom, 
who  attended  in  perfon,  in  token 
of  their  concern  at  the  lofs  of  fo 
dillinguiihed  a  charaifler.  The 
funeral  oblequies  lafted  three  days, 
all  the  clergy  of  the  king's  chapel 
afTilicd,  three  bifhops  officiated 
pontifically,  and  three  of  the  moil 
eloquent  orators  exerted  themfelves 
in  praife  of  the  deceafed,  adding 
new  laur^els  to  the  fame  of  Lope  de 
Vega,  vvi:h  whom,,  when  living, 
many  princes  gloried  in  being  ac- 
quainted... pope  Ujban  wrote  him 
a  letter  in  anfwer  to  a  dedication 
of  his  poen;!  in  favour  of  Mary 
queen  of  Scots,  entitled  Corona 
tragica  de  Maria  Stuardo,  Cardi- 
nal Barbarini  held  a  very  intimate 
correfpondence  with  hir.j,    as  did 
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xnany  other  cardinals  a-id  noble- 
r.-.cn,  who  courted  his  friendOiip. 
V/hen  he  walked  in  the  Itreets,  he 
was  gazed  upon  and  followed  as  a 
prodigy  ;  he  wa.-^,  moreover,  load- 
ed with  prcfents,  and  by  the  rapid 
Tale  of  hh  nuaierous  works,  foon 
amaOld  a  confiderable  fortune, 
and  acquired  a  capital  of  150,000 
ducats,  befides  his  annual  income 
of  fifteen  hundred  ducats,  ariling 
out  of  his  benefices  and  employ, 
ments  ;  fo  great  was  the  fertiiity 
oi  his  genius,  the  amazing  readi- 
nefs  of  his  wit  and  rapidity  of 
thought,  added  to  his  animated 
expreffion,  that  perhaps  there  ne- 
ver was  a  pea  in  the  world,  either 
ancient  or  modern,  that  could  be 
compared  to  him. — His  lyric  com- 
pofitions  and  fugitive  pieces,  with 
his  profe  effays,  form  a  coUedion 
of  fifty  volumes,  befides  his  dra- 
matic works,  which  make  twenty- 
fix  ifolumes  more ;  exclufive  of 
four  hundred  fcriptural  dramatic 
pieces,  called  in  Spain  Juios  Sa- 
cramentrJes,  all  which  were  fuc- 
ceilively  brought  on  the  ftage  ; 
and  what  is  Hill  more  extraordi- 
nary, fpeaking  of  his  printed 
works,  in  one  of  his  paflorals  to 
Claudio,  he  fays,  they  form  the 
leafl  part  of  what  ftill  remained  in 
his  ciofet.  It  appears  from  his 
own  authority,  that  he  ufed  con- 
ftantly  to  write  five  (heets  a  day, 
which  multiplied  by  the  days  of 
his  life,  would  make  133,225 
iheets  ;  then  reckoning  the  num- 
ber of  verfes  correfponding  to  each 
flieet,  it  will  appear  that,  exclu- 
five of  profe,  he  wrote  21,316,000 
verfes,  an  unheard  of  exertion 
and  facility  of  vcrfification  !  Our 
author  poficlfing  an  inexhaiillible 
fund,  which,  like  the  fire  of  Vefu- 
vius,  continually  afforded  new  mat- 


ter, and  blazed  out  inceffjntly. 
So  extraordinary  was  the  rapidity 
of  his  genius,  he  would  often  finifh 
a  play  in.  twenty-four  hours,  and 
fome  comedies  in  lefs  than  five 
hours,  with  as  much  correftnefs 
and  elegance  in  his  verfe,  as  the 
moll  laboured  pieces  of  other 
writers  of  his  time.  Such  was  the 
contemporary  of  Sir  f'hilip  Sidney, 
Shakefpeare,  and  Spencer;  in  his 
Laurel  de  Apollo  he  has  celebrated 
all  the  good  poets  of  his  time,  buc 
none  were  more  univerfally  praifed 
from  all  parts  than  himfelf;  his 
furprifing  faculties  were  fuch,  that 
in  his  dramatic  pieces  he  broke 
through  all  rules  of  art,  yet  fuch. 
was  his  fuccefs,  that  he  was  con- 
Itantly  the  favourite  of  the  public, 
and  drew  perpetual  burus  of  ap- 
plaufe. — It  was  not  his  fault  if  his 
fucceifors  had  not  his  talents  to 
conceal  their  defers,  and  only 
imitated  his  imperfedions,  render- 
ing the  Spanilh  drama  infupport- 
abie  when  deprived  of  the  beauties 
of  Lope ;  this  was  forefcen  by 
Cervantes,  who  reproaches  our 
poet  with  deftroying  the  rules 
of  the  drama,  as  laid  down  by  the 
ancients,  in  order  to  court  popu- 
lar applaufe  ;  to  obtain  which  he 
loll  fight  of  every  idea  of  nature 
or  good  tade,  adding,  that  the 
probability  of  fable  dwindled  ia 
his  hands,  and  was  wafted  away 
by  the  enchanting  magic  of  verfe; 
all  unity  of  time  and  place  was 
annihilated  ;  hi.s  heroes  came  out 
•of  their  cradles,  and  wandered 
from  call  or  well  as  lovers  or  com- 
batants, put  on  the  cowl  of  monks, 
died  in  cloillers,  and  worked  mi- 
racles on  the  ftage.  The  foene  is 
tranfportcd  frorn  Italy  to  Flanders, 
and  as  cafily  fhif  cd  from  Valencia 
to  M.'xico.  Footmca  difcourfe 
D   2  J,k« 
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like  courtiers,  princes  like  bullies, 
and  ladies  like  chambcrnaaids.  The 
aaors  appear  in  legions,  often 
feventy  at  a  time,  and  clofe  with 
numerous  procclTiCHS,  which  are 
ftill  kept  up  with  us,  as  well  as 
opening  graves,  and  burying  the 
dead,  pcrtorming  the  moH  awful 
lices  of  mortality'" by  way  of  amufe- 
inent,  which  for  my  part  I  mull 
own  makes  my  heart  recoil  at  the 
difmal  fight;  ncr  can  the  mod 
captivating  language  of  Shake- 
fpeare  overcome  my  feelings  at 
this  glaring  indecorum. 

So  feniible  was  Lope  of  the 
wildnefs  of  his  imagination,  and 
how  wantonly  he  fported  with  the 
confidence  oi'  the  public,  that 
foeakmg  of  himlelf,  he  acknow- 
ledges hi&  fault  in  the  following 
words  : 

Mas  ningvmo  de  todos  llamar  puedo 
Mas  barbaro  que  yo,  pues  contra  el  arte 
Me  atrevo  a  tiar  preceptcs,  y  me  dexo 
Llevar  de  la  vulgar  corriente.,  a  donds 
Me  llaman  ignorante,  Italia  y  Francia. 

And  again, 

Y  efcrivo  por  el  arte,  que  (iiventaron 
Los  xjuc  el  vulgar  apliulu'urftcndrrron 


I'orqne  como  lis  piga  el  vulgo,  es  Judo 
Ilalljile  en  necio,  para  dark  gufto. 

That  is,  "  that  he  was  fenfible  of 
the  reproaches  Italy  and  France 
would  make  him  for  breaking 
through  all  rules  to  pleafe  the  ig- 
norant public,  but  fince  it  was 
they  that  paid  for  it,  they  had  a 
ric^ht  to  be  pleafed   in  their  own 

I  have  now  given  you  both  fides 
of  the  quellion,  relpeaing  this 
Crcat  man  ;  were  1  to  fpeak  to 
vou  of  his  perfonal  virtues,  they 
are  yet  fuperior  to  his  literary 
talents.  Kis  benevolence  and 
charity  towards  the  indigent  and 
dillrefled  was  fo  great,  that  he  al- 
ways extended  his  hand  to  the 
needy,  infomu^ch  that  notwith- 
llanding  his  coniiderable  fortune 
and  income,  not  more  than  fix 
thoufand  ducats  were  found  at  his 
death.— O  illuftrious  bard,  if  an 
Engliflhman  is  not  capable  of  do- 
ing'^juftice  to  thy  poetical  num- 
ber., and  the  harmony  of  thy 
verfc,  accept  at  lead  of  this  tribute 
t©  tne  goodaefs  of  thy  heart. 
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Natural  Hijlory  and  De/cription  of 
the  Tyger-Cat  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  by  John  Reinhold 
Forlter,  LL.D.  F-  R.  and  A.  S. 
from,  Vol.  "]  \ft  of  the  Philofophi- 
cal  Tranfadlions. 

FEW  tribes  of  quadrupeds  have 
in  Africa  more  reprefentatives 
of  their  different  fpecies  than  that 
of  the  cat.  The  genus  of  ante- 
lopes may  perhaps  be  excepted, 
Jince,  to  my  knowledge,  about 
twenty  different  ghazels  and  ante- 
lopes are  to  be  me;  wiiti  in  Africa; 
but  no  more  than  about  eight  or 
nine  of  the  cat  tribe  have  hitherto 
been  difcovered  on  that  continent. 
However,  I  know  about  twenty- 
one  different  fpecies  of  this  great 
clafs ;  and,  1  fuppofe,  thefe  by  no 
jneans  exhault  this  numerous  tribe. 
The  greater  and  more  numerous 
the  different  genera  of  animals  are, 
the  more  difncult  it  mull  be  to  the 
natural  hillorian  properly  to  ar- 
range the  whole  of  fuch  an  qxten- 
five  divifion  of  animals,  efpecially 
if  they  are  not  equally  well  known. 
To  form  new  genera,  in  order  to 
difpole  and  arrange  them  under, 
is  a  rcnudy  which  increafes  the  evil 
inllead  of  cuung  it.  The  bell 
method,  therefore,  which  can  be 
devifcd,  is  to  make  great  divifions 
in  each  genus,  comprehending 
thyfv  fpecies  which,  on  accuunt  of 


fome  common  relation  or  charac- 
ter, have  a  greater  affinity  to  one 
another.  The  genus  of  cat,  to 
which  the  animal  belongs  we  are 
going  to  fpeak  of  more  at  large, 
ofrers  three  very  cafy  and  natural 
fubdiviiions.  The  iirll  compre- 
hends animals  related  to  the  cat 
tribe,  with  long  hair  or  manes  on 
their  necks ;  fecondly,  fuch  as 
have  remarkable  long  tails  with- 
out any  marks  of  a  mane  on  their 
necks ;  lallly,  fuch  as  have  a  brufh 
of  hair  on  the  tips  of  their  ears, 
and  fliorter  tails  than  the  fecond 
fubdivifion.  The  firft  might  be 
called  in  Latin  Feles  jubata  ; 
the  fecond  fubdivifion  fhoald  be 
named -^/«r^j ;  and  the  third  and 
Jalt,  Lynces.  To  the  firll  fubdi- 
vifion the  lion  and  the  hunting 
leopard  or  Indian  chittah,  belong. 
The  fecond  fubdivifion  confills  of 
the  tyger,  the  panther,  the  leo- 
pard, the  ounce,  the  puma,  the 
jaguar-ete,  the  jaguara,  the  oce- 
lot, the  gingf  of  Congo,  the  Ma- 
rakaya,  the  tyger  cat  of  the  Cape 
or  the  'nfulTi  of  Congo,  the  Tibe- 
tan tyger-cat  which  I  faw  at  Pe- 
terfburg,  the  common  bufh-cat  of 
the  Cape;  and,  laltly,  the  wild 
cat,  and  its  domelHc  varieties. 
To  the  third  diviiinn  belong  the 
lynx,  the  caracal,  the  fcrval,  the 
bay  lynx,  and  the  ghaus  of  Pro- 
fcflbr  Guldenlkdc. 

\i  I  Since 
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Since  it  is  quite  foreign  to  my 
purpofe  to  fpeak  of  thofe  fpecies 
which  arc  known  already  to  the 
naturalift,  I  confine  myfelf  to  that 
fpecies  only  which  hitherto  has 
been  imperfeflJy  known  to  natu» 
raliils. 

The  firft  notice  we  had  of  the 
Cape  cat  is,  in  my  opinion,  to  be 
met  with  in  Labat'j  Relation  HiJ- 
t.(»-ique  de  VEthiopie  occidentale, 
torn.  I.  p.  177.  taken  as  is  fup- 
pofed  from  Father  Carazzi.  Labac 
mentions  there  the  'nfuffi,  a  kind 
of  wild  cat  of  the  fize  of  a  dog, 
with  a  coat  as  much  flriped  and 
varied  as  that  of  a  tyger.  Its  ap- 
pearance  befpeaks  cruelty,  and  its 
eyes  fiercenefs ;  but  it  is  cowardly, 
and  gets  its  prey  only  by  cunning 
and  infidious  arts.  All  thefe  cha- 
rafters  are  perfeftly  applicable  to 
the  Cape  cat,  and  it  feems  the 
animal  is  found  in  all  parts  of  Afri- 
ca, froni  Congo  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  in  an  extent  of  coun- 
try of  about  eleven  degrees  of  la- 
titude. Kolbe,  in  his  Prefent 
State  of  ths  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
vol.  II.  p.  127.  (of  the  Englilh 
edition)  fpeaks  of  a  tyger  bufii- 
cat,  which  he  defcribes  as  the 
largeft  of  all  the  wild  cats  of  the 
Cape  countries,  and  is  fpotted 
fomething  like  a  tyger.  A  Ikin 
of  this  animal  was  feen  by  Mr. 
Pennant  in  a  furrier's  (hop  in  Lon- 
don, who  thought  it  came  from 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  from 
this  flun  Mr.  Pennant  gave  the  firft 
defcripiion  which  could  be  of  any 
utility  io  a  natural  hiftorian.  All 
the  other  authors  mention  this 
animal  in  a  vague  manner.  When 
I  and  my  Ton  touched  the  fecond 
time  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
in  the   year   1775,   an   animal  of 


this  fpecies  was  offered  me  to 
purchafe  ;  but  T  refufed  buying 
it  becaufe  it  had  a  broken  leg, 
which  made  me  apprehenfive  of 
lofing  it  by  death  during  the  paf- 
fage  from  the  Cape  to  Lor, don. 
It  was  very  gentle  and  tame.  It 
was  brought  in  a  bafket  to  my 
apartment,  where  I  kept  it  above 
four  and  twenty  hours,  which  gave 
me  the  opportunity  of  defcribing 
it,  and  of  cbferving  its  manners 
and  ceconomy ;  as  it  did  to  my 
fen  that  of  making  a  very  accurate 
drawing  of  it. 

After  a  mod  minute  examina- 
tion, I  found  its  manners  and 
CEConomy  perfedtiy  analagous  to 
thofe  of  our  domeftic  cats.  It 
ate  frefli  raw  m.eat,  and  was  xtxy 
much  attached  to  its  feeders  and 
benefadlors  :  though  it  had  broke 
the  fore. leg  by  accident,  it  ne- 
verthclefs  was  very  eafy.  After  ic 
had  been  feveral  times  fed  by  me, 
it  fcon  followed  me  like  a  tame 
favourite  cat.  It  liked  to  be 
ftroked  and  carefled ;  it  rubbed 
its  head  and  back  alvvays  againft 
the  perfon's  cioaths  who  fed  it, 
and  defired  to  be  made  much  of. 
It  purred  as  our  domeltic  cats  do 
when  they  are  pleafed.  It  had 
bec-n  taken  when  quite  young  in 
the  woods,  and  was  not  above 
eight  or  nine  months  old;  lean, 
however,  pofitively  aver,  having 
feen  many  (kins  of  fuil-growu 
tyger-cats,  that  ic  had  already  very 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  attained  its 
full  growth.  I  v/as  told,  that  the 
tyger-cacs  live  in  mountainous  and 
woody  traits,  and  that  in  their 
wild  flate  they"are  very  great  de- 
/Iroyers  of  hares,  rabbits,  yerbuas, 
young  antelopes,  lambkins,  and 
of  all  the  feathered  tribe. 

Descrij'- 
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Descri.ptio  Felis  Capensis. 

Feh's  Cauda  fub-elongata,  anna- 
Jata ;  corpore  fulvo,  fupra  ma- 
culis  virgatis  infra  oibiculari- 
bus,  auriculis  nigris,  macula 
lunata  alba. 

*N/uJi.  Labat  Ethiopic.  Occi- 
dent, torn.  I.  p.  177. 

Tjger  Bofch-katttn,  Kblbe  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  vol.  II.  p.  127. 
(Engl,  edit.) 

Cape  cat.  Pennant  Syn.  Qnadrup. 
p.  181.  (lit  edit.) 

Corpus  magnitudine  Felis  Cati  fyl- 
liejlris  vel  paulo  majus.  In  ge- 
nera fupra  colore  pallida  fulvo, 
fubtus  e  cinereo  albo,  macu'is 
atris. 

(Pili  npice  pallidefalvi,  bafi  albi.) 

Caput  Rojlio  magis  acuto,  quam 
F.  Cati,  albo  ;  in  labio  (upe- 
riore  prope  angulum  riftus  ma- 
cula orbiculata,  nigra.  Naves 
r.udns,  atrae.  My/iaces  plurium 
ordinum  in  labio  fuperiore  et 
fupra  oculos  validie,  alba"  et 
fulvaj.  Oculi  figura  fere  trian- 
guli  fphiijrici,  latere  aateriore 
pcrpendiculari  •  Iriiics  '  Havre. 
PupiUa  orbicularis,  diurna  (ucc 
ut  in  F.  Caio  pcrpendiculari 
rima  lemnifcata.)  Lingua  re- 
trofum  aculeata.  Dentts  acuti 
ut  in  cogeneiibus. 

Linea  albida  utrinque  nnfo  paral- 
kla,  ad  iiiteriora  oculorum  la- 
tera.  Linea  nigra  paulluliim 
convergeris  a  cantho  anieriore 
oculorum  defcendic  in  nafum  ; 
alia;  dues  nigr^  fupra  oculos  in- 
fra convcrgentes,  inoue  frontem 
afcendentes ;  prffiterea  in  Ciipite 
pun^a  et  lineolce  nigne  plurcs 
iparfie. 

Auricula  amplas,  longicudine  fere 
capitis,  ovutaz,  fu bereft. >;,  intus 
villof;-.",    ochrolcuca;  ;    er.tus   ni- 


gra:, mncula  lunata,  tran^^rfa 
alba.  Margo  exterior  facculo 
membranaceo  nudo,  lobato. 

Corpus  ovatum,  elegans.  Lim^e 
at:a  longitudinales  quatuor  in 
cervice  inter  aurium  bafes  orf<c, 
in  i)(7r/o  interrupta: ;  Superiorala- 
terum  obtinent  maculte  oblonoae, 
lineares,  obliquae.  Inferiora  la- 
terum  maculis  rotundis  fp?.rfis. 
Abd'.men  a  cinereo  album,  ma- 
culis rotundis  parvis,  fparhs, 
nigris. 

Pedes  omnes  fuperne  fubfafciati, 
extreniitatibus  punctis  numero- 
f]5,  nigris  confperfi,  Digiti 
quinque  felini.  Ungues  modici, 
retradiles,   nigri. 

Cauda  atcingit  bafin  tarfi,  annulis 
circiter  06I0  vel  decern  nigrii 
cinfta. 

M  E  N  S  U  xR  JE. 

Fucins  ped.  hv^gl. 
Ab  apice  roftri  ad  bafin  cauda:  18 
Cauda         -  -  ■         8- 

Caput  longum  -  -  .}. 

Auriculrc  margine  exteriore  3 

Pedes  anteriores  a  cubito       -       7 
Pedes  pollici  (tarfi  fcilicet)     -     ^^ 


An  Account  cf  the  Ganges  ar.i 
Burvampo©ter  Ri<vsfs.  By  lames 
Renncll,  £/q.  F.  R.  S.  comn-.u- 
nicated  ly  Jofepli  Bank-',  '  Efq, 
P.  R.  S.^fom  Vel.  LXXl.  of  the 
Philcfophical  rrunfadbons. 

'^T~'HE  Ganges  and  Burram- 
J.  pooter  rivers,  together  with 
their  numerous  branches  and  ad- 
juncts, interfeii't  the  country  of 
B^nga!  in  Aich  a  variety  of  direc- 
tions, as  to  form  the  mod  com- 
pleat  and  eafy  inland  navjgatioa 
that  can  be  conceived,  ijo  equally 
and  admirably  difiuled  are  thoie 
^  \  natural 
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natural  canals,  over  a  country 
that  approaches  neajly  to  a  perfeft 
plane,  that,  after  excepting  the 
lands  contiguous  to  Burdvvan, 
Birboom,  Sec.  (which  all  together 
do  not  conftitute  a  fixth  part  of 
Bengal)  we  may  fairly  pronounce, 
that  every  other  part  of  the  coun- 
try has,  even  in  the  dry  feafon, 
feme  navigable  ftream  within  25 
miles  at  fartheft,  and  more  com- 
monly within  a  third  part  of  that 
diftance. 

It  is  fuppofed,  that  this  inland 
navigation  gives  conftant  employ- 
ment to  30,000  boatmen.  Nor 
will  it  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is 
known,  that  all  the  fait,  and  a 
large  proportion  of  the  food  con- 
fumed  by  ten  millions  of  people, 
are  conveyed  by  water  within  the 
kingdom  of  Bengal  and  its  depen- 
dencies. To  thefe  muft  be  added, 
the  tranfport  of  the  commercial 
exports  and  imports,  probably  to 
the  amount  of  two  millions  ller- 
]ing  per  annum;  the  interchange 
of  manufaftures  and  produdts 
throughout  the  whole  country  ; 
the  filheries ;  and  the  article  of 
travelling. 

Thefe  rivers,  which  a  late  inge- 
nious gentleman  aptly  termed 
fillers  and  rivals  (he  might  have 
faid  /<u'/«  fifters,  from  the  conti- 
guity of  their  fprings),  exaftly  re- 
ferr.ble  each  other  in  length  of 
courfe ;  in  bulk,  until  they  ap- 
proach the  fea  ;  in  the  fmoothnefs 
and  colour  of  their  waters  ;  in  the 
appearance  of  their  borders  and 
ifiands  ;  and,  finally,  in  the 
heio-ht  to  which    their   floods   rife 

o 

vith  the  periodical  rains.  Of 
the  two,  the  Burrampooter  is  the 
largell  ;  but  the  difference  is  not 
obvious  to  the  eye.  They  are 
pew  well  known  to  derive  their 


fources  from  the  vail  mountains  of 
Thibet;  from  whence  they  pro- 
ceed in  oppoGte  diredlions  ;  the 
Ganges  fceking  the  plains  of  Hin- 
dooftan  (or  Indoftan)  by  the  weft; 
and  the  Burrampooter  by  the 
caft ;  both  purfuing  the  early 
part  of  their  courfe  through  rug- 
ged vallies  and  defile?,  and  feldoaj 
vifiting  the  habitations  of  men. 
The  Ganges,  after  wandering 
about  750  miles  through  thefe 
mountainous  regions,  ifi'ues  forth 
a  deity  to  the  fuperflitious,  yet 
gbddened,  inhabitant  of  Hin- 
doo it  an.  From  Hurdwar  (or 
Hurdoar)  in  latitude  30°,  where 
it  gufhes  through  an  opening  in 
the  mountains,  it  flows  with  a 
fmooth  navigable  ftream  through 
delightful  plains  during  the  re- 
mainder of  its  courfe  to  the  fea 
(which  is  about  1^50  miles)  dif- 
fufing  plenty  immediately  by 
means  of  its  living  produftions; 
and  fecondarily  by  enriching  the 
adjacent  lands,  and  affording  an 
eafy  means  of  tranfport  for  the 
produdions  of  its  borders.  In  a 
military  view,  it  opens  a  commu- 
nication between  the  different 
pods,  and  ferves  in  the  capacity 
of  a  7nilitary  tuay  through  the 
country  ;  renders  unnecefi'aiy  the 
forming  of  magszines;  and  infi- 
nitely furpafTes  the  celebrated  in- 
land navigation  of  North  Ameri- 
ca, where  the  carrying  places  not 
only  obftruift  the  progrefs  of  an 
aimy,  but  enable  the  adverfary  to 
determine  his  place  and  mode  of 
attack  with  certainty. 

In  its  courfe  through  the  plains, 
it  receives  eleven  rivers,  fome  of 
which  are  equal  to  the  Rhine,  and 
none  fmaller  than  the  Thames, 
befides  as  many  others  of  lelfer 
note.     It  is  owing  to  this  vaft  in- 

fiuj? 
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flux  of  dreams,  that  the  Ganges 
exceeds  the  Nile  fo  greatly  in  point 
of  magnitude,  whilft  the  latter  ex- 
ceeds it  in  length  of  courfe  by  one- 
third.  Indeed  the  Ganges  is  in- 
ferior in  this  lad  refpeft  to  many 
of  the  northern  rivers  of  Afia  ; 
though  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
it  difcharges  as  much  or  more 
water  than  any  of  them,  becaufe 
thofe  rivers  do  not  lie  within  the 
limits  of  the  periodica!  rains. 

The  bed  of  the  Ganges  is,  as 
may  be  fuppofed,  very  unequal  in 
point  of  width.  From  its  firlt  ar- 
rival in  the  plains  at  Hurdwar,  to 
the  conflux  of  the  Jumnah  (the 
firfl;  river  of  note  that  joins  it)  its 
bed  is  generally  from  a  mile  to  a 
mile  and  a  quarter  wide;  and, com- 
pared with  the  latter  part  of  its 
courfe,  tolerably  ftraight.  From 
hence,  downward,  its  courfe  be- 
comes more  winding,  and  its  bed 
confequently  wider,  till,  having 
alteriiatcly  received  the  waters  of 
the  Gogra,  Soane,  and  Gunduck, 
befides  many  fmalier  dreams,  its 
bed  has  attained  its  full  width  ; 
although,  during  the  remaining 
600  miles  of  its  courfe  it  receives 
many  other  principal  dreams. 
Within  this  fpace  it  is,  in  the  nar- 
rovvefl  parts  of  its  bed,  half  a 
mile  wide,  and  in  the  wided,  three 
miles  ;  and  that,  in  places  where 
no  idands  intervene.  The  dream 
within  this  bed  is  always  either 
increafnig  or  decreafing,  accord- 
ing to  the  fcafon.  When  at. its 
lowed  (which  happens  in  April) 
the  principal  channel  varies  from 
400  yards  to  a  mile  and  a  quarter; 
but  is  commonly  about  three  quar- 
ters of  a  mile. 

The  Ganges  is  fordable  in  fome 
places  above  the  conflux  of  the 
Jumnah,    but    the    navigation    is 


never  interrupted.  Below  that, 
the  channel  is  of  condderable 
depth,  for  the  additional  ftreams 
bring  a  greater  accedion  of  dep  Ii 
than  wiath.  At  5C0  miles  from 
the  fea,  the  channel  is  thirty  fecc 
deep  when  the  river  is  at  its  low- 
ed ;  and  it  continues  a:  lead  this 
depth  to  the  fea,  where  the  fudden 
expanfion  of  the  d^eam  deprives  it 
of  the  force  necedary  to  Aveep  a- 
way  the  bars  of  fand  and  mud 
thrown  acrofs  it  by  the  drong 
foutherly  winds  ;  fo  that  the  prin- 
cipal branch  of  the  Ganges  cannoc 
be  entered  by  large  veflels. 

About  220  miles  from  the  (ei 
(but  300  reckoning  the  windings 
of  the  river)  commences  the  head 
of  the  Delta  of  the  Ganges,  whicli 
is  confiderably  more  than  twice  the 
area  of  that  of  the  Nile,  The  two 
wedernmod  branches,  named  the 
Cofllmbuzar  and  Jellinghy  rivers, 
unite  and  form  what  i-  afterward* 
named  the  Hoogly  River,  which. 
is  the  port  of  Calcutta,  and  the 
only  branch  of  the  Ganges  that 
is  commonly  navigated  by  diips. 
The  Codimbuzar  River  is  almod 
dry  ftom  Oc'tober  to  May;  and 
the  Jellinghy  River  (although  a 
dream  runs  in  it  the  whole  year) 
is  in  fome  year>  unnavigable  du- 
ring two  or  three  of  the  d.-yed 
months  ;  fo  that  the  only  fubordi- 
nate  branch  of  the  Ganges  that 
is  at  all  times  navigable,  is  the 
Chundah  River,  which  feparates 
at  Moddapour,  and  terminates  in 
the  Hooringotta, 

That  part  of  the  Delta  border- 
ing on  the  fea,  is  compofed  of  a 
labyrinth  of  rivers  and  creeks,  all 
of  which  are  fait,  except  thoIc 
that  immediately  communicate 
with  the  principal  arm  of  thj 
Ganges.     This   traift,    known  by 
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the  r.ame  of  the  Woods,  or  Sundcr- 
bundi,  is  in  extent  equal  to  ihe 
principality  of  Wales  ;  and  is  fo 
completely  enveloped  ia  woods, 
and  infelled  with  tygers,  that  if 
any  attempts  have  ever  been  made 
to  clear  it  (as  is  reported)  they 
have  hitherto  mifcarried.  Its  nu- 
merous canals  are  io  difpofed  as  to 
form  a  complcat  inland  navigation 


throughcuL  and  acrofs  the  lower 
part  of  the  Delta,  without  either 
ihe  delay  of  going  round  the  head 
of  it,  or  the  hazard  of  putting  to 
fea.  Here  fait,  in  quantities  equz.! 
to  the  whole  confumption  of  Ben- 
gal and  its  dependencies,  is  made 
and  tranfported  with  equal  facili- 
ty :  and  here  aifo  is  found  an  in- 
exhaultible  flore  of  timber  for 
bo3t-building.  The  breadth  of 
the  lower  part  of  this  Delta  is  up- 
wards of  180  tr.iles ;  to  which,  if 
we  add  that  of  the  two  branches 
of  the  river  that  bound  it,  we  Ihall 
have  about  202  miles  for  the  dif- 
tancc  to  which  the  Ganges  expands 
its  branches  at  its  jundion  with 
the  fea. 

It  has  been  obferved  before, 
that  the  courfe  of  this  river,  from 
Hurdwar  to  the  fea,  is  through  an 
uniform  plain,  01,  at  leaft,  what 
sppears  fuch  to  the  eye:  for  the 
declivity  is  much  too  fmall  to  be 
perceptible.  A  feclion  of  the 
ground,  parallel  to  one  of  its 
branches,  in  length  60  miles,  was 
taken  by  order  of  Mr.  Haftings ; 
arid  it  was  found  to  have  about 
r.inc  inches  defcent  in  each  mile, 
reckoning  in  a  firaight  line,  and 
allowance  being  made  for  the  cur- 
vature of  the  earth.  But  the  wind- 
ings of  the  river  were  fo  great, 
as  to  reduce  the  declivity  on  which 
the  water  r^n,  to  lefs  than  four 
inches  per  mile  :  ar.d  by  a  compa- 


rifon  of  the  velocity  of  the  fiream 
at  the  place  of  experiment  with 
tbat  in  other  places,  I  have  no  rea- 
fon  to  fuppofe,  that  its  general  de- 
Icent  exceeds  it. 

The  m.edium  ra,3  of  motion  of 
the  Ganges  is  lefs  than  three  miles 
an  hour  in  the  dry  months,  in 
the  wet  feafcn,  and  during  the 
draining  off  of  the  waters  from  the 
inundated  lands,  the  current  runs 
from  five  to  fix  miles  an  hour;  but 
there  are  inftances  of  its  running 
feven,  and  even  eight  miles,  in 
particular  fituaticns,  and  undee 
certain  circumfiances.  I  have  an 
experiment  of  my  own  ©n  record, 
in  which  my  boat  was  carried  56 
miles  in  eight  hours,  and  thaj 
againft  fo  lirong  a  wind,  that  the 
boat  had  evidently  no  prcgreffive 
motion  through  the  water. 

When  we  confider,  that  the  ve- 
locity of  the  ftream  is  three  miles 
in  one  feafon,  and  live  or  more  in 
the  other,  on  the  fame  defcent  of 
four  inches  per  mile  ;  and,  that  the 
motion  of  the  inundation  is  only 
half  a  mile  per  hour,  on  a 
much  greater  defcent  ;  no  further 
proof  is  required  how  fraall  the  pro- 
portion of  velocity  is,  that  the  de- 
fcent communicates.  It  is  then, 
to  the  impetus  originating  at  the 
ipring  head,  or  at  the  place  where 
adventitious  waters  are  poured  in, 
and  fucceflively  communicated  to 
every  part  of  the  fiream,  that  we 
are  principally  to  attribute  the  ve- 
locity, which  is  greater  or  lefTer, 
according  to  the  quantity  of  water 
poured  in. 

In  common,  there  is  found  on 
one  fide  of  the  river  an  ?.lmoft  per- 
ptndicular  bank,  more  or  Icfs  ele- 
vated above  the  ilream,  according 
to  the  feafon,  and  with  deep  water 
near  it :  and  on  the  oppofue  fide  a 
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bank,  (helving  away  fo  gradually 
as  to  occafion  fhailow  water  at 
feme  diftance  from  the  margin. 
7'his  is  more  particularly  the  cafe 
in  the  moll  winding  parts  of  the 
river,  becaufe  the  very  operation 
of  winding  produces  the  fteep  and 
fhelving  banks :  for  the  current  is 
always  ilrongcft  on  the  external 
fide  of  the  curve  formed  by  the 
ferpentine  courfe  of  the  river; 
and  its  continual  aftion  on  the 
banks  either  undermines  them,  or 
wailies  them  down.  In  places 
where  the  current  is  remarkably 
rapid,  or  the  foil  uncommonly 
loofe,  fuch  trafts  of  land  are  fwept 
away  in  the  courfe  of  one  feafon, 
as  would  allonifti  thofe  who  have 
not  been  eye-witnefles  to  the  mag- 
nitude and  force  of  the  mighty 
llreams  occafioned  by  the  periodi- 
cal rains  of  the  tropical  regions. 
This  ncceffariiy  produces  a  gra- 
dual change  in  the  courfe  of  the 
river;  what  is  lofc  c-n  one  fide  be- 
ing gained  on  the  other,  by  the 
mere  operation  of  the  ftream  :  for 
the  fallen  pieces  of  the  bank  dif- 
folvc  quickly  into  muddy  fand, 
which  is  hurried  away  by  the  cur- 
rent along  the  border  of  the  chan- 
nel to  the  point  from  whence  the 
river  turns  off  to  form  the  next 
reacli,  where  the  ftream  growing 
weak,  it  finds  a  rerting  place,  and 
helps  to  form  a  fhelving  bank, 
which  commences  at  the  point, 
and  exteiids  downwards,  along  the 
fide  of  the  fucceeding  reach. 

To  account  for  the  ilacknefs  of 
the  current  at  the  point,  it  ii  ne- 
ceflary  to  obferve,  that  the  ftrong- 
eft  part  of  it,  inltead  of  turning 
Aiort  round  the  point,  preferves 
for  fome  time  the  diredion  given 
it  by  the  lall  fteep  bank,  and  is 
accordingly  thrown  obliquely  acrofs 


the  bed  of  the  river  to  the  bay  on 
the  oppofite  fide,  and  purfues  its 
courfe  along  it,  till  the  interven- 
tion of  another  point  again  obliges 
it  to  change  fides. 

In  thofe  few  parts  of  the  river 
that  are  ftraight,  the  banks  un- 
dergo the  lealt  alteration,  as  the 
current  runs  parallel  to  them  ; 
but  the  leaft  infieCtion  of  courfe 
has  the  effect  of  throwing  the  cur- 
rent againft  the  bank  ;  and  if  this 
happens  in  a  part  where  the  foil 
is  compofed  of  loofe  fand,  it  pro- 
duces in  time  a  ferpentine  wind- 
ing. 

It  is  evident,  that  the  repeated 
additions  made  to  the  fhelving 
bank  before  mentioned,  become 
in  time  an  encroachment  on  the 
channel  of  the  river ;  and  this  is 
again  counter- balanced  by  the  de- 
predations made  on  the  oppofite 
fteep  bank,  the  fragments  of  which 
either  bring  about  a  repetition  of 
the  circumltances  above  recited, 
or  form  a  bank  or  fhallow  in  tiie 
midft  of  the  channel.  Thus  a 
fteep  and  a  fhelving  bank  are  al- 
ternately formed  in  the  crooked 
parts  of  the  river  (the  fteep  one 
being  the  indented  fide,  and  the 
fhelving  one  the  projedhtg)  ;  and 
thus,  a  continual  Hucluation  of 
courfe  is  induced  in  all  the  wind- 
ing parts  of  the  river;  each  me- 
ander having  a  perpetual  tenden- 
cy to  deviate  more  and  more  from 
the  line  of  the  general  courfe  of 
the  river,  by  eating  deeper  into  the 
bays,  and  at  the  fame  time  adding 
to  the  points,  till  either  the  oppo- 
fite bays  meet,  or  the  ftream  breaks 
through  the  narrow  ifthmus,  and 
reftores  a  temporary  llraightnefs  to 
the  channel. 

Several  of  the  windings  of  the 

Ganges  and   its  branches  are  fall 

approach- 


^4  ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1781. 


approaching  to  this  ftate  ;  and  in 
others,  it  adlually  exifts  at  preJent. 
The  experience  of  thefe  changes 
fliould  operate  againlt  attempting 
canals  of  any  length,  in  the  higher 
parts  of  the  country  ;  and  I  much 
doubt,  if  any  in  the  lower  parts 
would  long  continue  navigable. 
During  eleven  years  of  my  refi- 
dence  in  Bengal,  the  outlet  or 
bead  of  the  Jellinghy  River  was 
gradually  removed  three  quarters 
or  a  mile  farther  down  :  and  by 
two  furveys  of  a  part  of  the  adja- 
cent bank  of  the  Ganges,  taken 
about  the  didance  of  nine  years 
from  each  other,  it  appeared  that 
the  breadth  of  an  bnglilh  mile 
and  a  half  had  been  taken  away. 
This  is,  however,  the  molt  rapid 
change  that  I  have  noticed ;  a 
mile  in  ten  or  twelve  years  being 
the  ufual  rate  of  incroachment,  in 
places  where  the  current  llrikes 
with  the  grearefc  force,  namely, 
where  two  adjoining  reaches  ap- 
proach nearelt  to  a  right  angle. 
in  fuch  fituations  it  not  unfre- 
quently  excavates  gulf's  of  con- 
iiJerable  length  within  the  bank. 
Thefe  gulfs  are  in  the  diredlion  of 
the  ftrongeft  parts  of  the  ftream  ; 
and  are,  in  fafl,  the  young  Jhoots 
(if  I  may  fo  exprefs  myfelf )  which 
in  time  Ibike  out  and  become 
branches  of  the  river  ;  for  we  ge- 
nerally find  them  at  thofe  turnings 
that  have  the  fmaliefl:  angles. 

Two  caufes,  widely  different 
from  each  other,  occafion  the  me- 
andering courfes  of  rivers;  the 
one,  the  irregularity  of  the  ground 
through  which  they  run,  which 
obliges  them  to  wander  in  quell  of 
a  declivity  ;  the  other,  the  loofe- 
r.efs  of  the  foil,  which  yields  to 
I  he  fridion  of  the  border  of  the 
llream.     The  meanders  in  the  ii:ft 


cafe,  are,  of  courfe,  as  digreflive 
and  irregular  as  the  furface  they 
are  projected  on  :  but,  in  the  lat- 
ter, they  are  fo  far  reducible  tJ 
rule,  that  rivers  of  unequal  bulk 
will,  under  fjmilar  circumftances, 
take  a  circuit  to  wind  in,  whole 
extent  is  in  proporcion  to  their  re- 
fpeitive  breadths  :  for  1  have  ob- 
ferved,  that  when  a  branch  of  the 
Ganges  is  fallen  {o  low  as  to  oc- 
cupy only  a  part  of  its  bed,  it  no 
longer  continues  in  the  line  of  its 
old  courfe  ;  but  works  itfelf  a  new 
channel,  which  winds  from  fide 
to  fide  acrofs  the  former  one.  I 
have  obferved  too,  that  in  two 
ftreams,  of  equal  fize,  that  which 
has  the  floweil  current  has  alfo 
thefmalleit  windings :  for  as  thefe 
(in  the  prefent  cafe)  are  folely 
owing  to  the  depredations  made 
on  the  banks  by  the  force  of  the 
current ;  fo  the  extent  of  thefe 
depredations,  or,  in  other  words, 
the  dimenhons  of  the  windings, 
will  be  determined  by  the  degree 
of  force  afting  on  the  banks. 

The  windings  of  the  Ganges  in 
the  plains,  are,  doubtlefs,  owing 
to  the  loofenefs  of  the  foil :  and 
(I  think)  the  proof  of  it  is,  tha,t 
they  are  perpetually  changing ; 
which  thole,  originally  induce4 
by  an  inequality  of  fujface,  can 
feldom,  or  never  do. 

I  can  eafily  fuppofe,  that  if  the 
Ganges  was  turned  into  a  ftraight 
canal,  cut  through  the  ground  it 
now  traverfes  in  the  moft  winding 
parts  of  its  courfe,  its  llraightnefs 
would  be  of  fhort  duration.  Some 
yielding  part  of  the  bank,  or  that 
which  happened  to  be  the  moft 
ftrongly  adled  on,  would  firil  be 
corroded  or  difFolved  :  thus  a  bay 
or  cavity  would  be  formed  in  the 
fjde  of  the  bank.  This  begets  2,n 
infieilion 
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infleflion  of  the  current,  which, 
tailing  obliquely  on  the  fide  of  the 
bay,  corrodes  it  incefTantly.  When 
the  current  has  palled  the  inner- 
moH  part  of  the  bay,  it  receives  a 
new  diredion,  and  is  thrown  ob- 
liquely towards  the  oppofite  fide 
of  the  canal,  depofiting  in  its  way 
■  the  matter  excavated  from  the 
bay,  and  which  begins  to  form  a 
(hallow  or  banic  contiguous  to  the 
border  of  the  canal.  Here  then 
is  the  origin  of  fuch  windings  as 
owe  their  exiftence  to  the  nature 
of  the  foil.  The  bay,  fo  corroded, 
in  time  becomes  large  enough  to 
give  a  new  direftion  to  the  body  of 
the  canal  :  and  the  matter  exca- 
vated f)om  the  bay  i^  fo  difpoled 
as  to  aflift  in  throwing  the  current 
againft  the  oppofue  bank,  where 
a  procefs,  fimilar  to  that  I  have 
been  defcribing,  will  be  begun. 

The  adion  of  the  current  on  the 
bank  will  alfo  have  the  eflVift  of 
deepening  the  border  of  the  chan- 
nel near  it  ;  and  this  again  in- 
creafes  the  velocity  of  the  current 
in  thit  part.  Thus  would  the 
canal  gradually  take  a  new  form, 
till  it  became  what  the  river  now 
is.  Even  when  the  windings  have 
Icflened  the  defcent  one  half,  we 
ftill  find  the  current  too  powerful 
for  the  banks  to  wiihltand  it. 

There  are  not  wanting  inrtance> 
of  a  total  change  of  couife  in  foir.e 
of  the  licngnl  rivers.  The  Coia 
River  (equal  to  the  Rhine)  once 
ran  by  Purs-ier.h,  and  joired  the 
Ganpci  oppofite  Rajcmal.  Its 
jundinn  is  now  45  nnles  higher 
up.  Gour,  the  ancient  capital  of 
liengai,  rtood  -on  the:  banks  of  the 
G  mges. 

Appearances  favour  very  itrong- 
ly  the  opinion,  that  the  Gnngrs 
had  m  foraat;r  bed  in  the  trad  now 


occupied  by  the  lakes  and  raoraf- 
(cs,  between  Nattore  and  JalHer- 
gunge,  Itriking  out  of  its  prefcnc 
courfe  at  Bauleah,  and  puffing  by 
Poocyah.  With  an  equal  decree 
of  probability  (fHVoured  by  tra- 
dition) we  may  trace  its  fuppofed 
courfe  b*  Dacca,  to  a  jundion 
with  the  Burrampooter  or  IVlegna 
near  Fringybazar  ;  where  the  ac- 
cumulation of  two  fuch  mighty 
llreams  probably  fcooped  out  the 
prcfent  amazing  bed  of  the 
iViegna. 

in  tracing  the   fe.i  coaft  of  the 
Delta,   we  find  no  lefs   than  eight 
openings  ;  each  of  which,  withouc 
hefitation,  one  pronounces  to  have 
been    in     its     time    the    principal 
mouth  of  the  Ganges.     Nor  is  the 
occafiona!  deviation  of  the  princi- 
pal   branch,     probably,     the    only 
caufe  of  fiuduatioQ  in   the  dimen- 
fions  of  ths  Delta.     One  obferves, 
that  the    J^eltas    of  capital   rivers 
(the     tropica!     cnes     particularly), 
encroach   upon    the   fea.     Now,  is 
not   this   owing    to   the    mud    and 
fand   brought  down  by  the  rivers, 
and  gradually  depofited,   fro.n  the 
remocefl  ages  down    to  the  prefent 
tiir.e  r"    7  he  jrivers,  we   know,  are 
loaded  with  mud  and  fand  at  their 
entrance  into  the  lea  ;   and  we  alfo 
knew,    that    the    fea    recovers   it» 
tranfparency    at    the    diltance    of 
twenty    leagues    from    the    coaft  ; 
which  can  r.i.Iy  arife  from  the  wa- 
ters     having      precipitated      their 
earthy  particles   within  that  fpace. 
The   fand  and    mud    baf>!'s  at  this 
time,  extend  twenty  miles  off  Tome 
of  the  iQands  in  the  mtuihs  of  the 
Ganges    and    Burrampooter  ;    and 
in    many   places   rilis  within  a  few 
feet  of  the  furface.     Some  future 
generation  v\iii  probably  fee  thefs 
banks  rile  abovj    waur,   and  fijc- 
cceding 
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ceeding  ones  poflcfs  and  culti- 
vate them  !  Next  to  earthquakes, 
perhaps  the  floods  of  the  tropical 
rivers  produci;  the  quickell  altera- 
tions in  the  face  of  our  globe. 
F.xtenfive  iflands  are  formed  in  the 
channel  of  the  Ganges,  during  a 
period  far  IhcM-t  of  that  #f  a  man's 
life  ;  fo  tha:  the  whole  procefs 
lies  within  the  compafs  of  his  ob- 
iervation.  Some  of  thefe  iflands, 
four  or  five  miles  in  extent,  are 
formed  at  the  angular  turnings  of 
the  river,  and  were  originally  large 
fand  banks  thrown  up  round  the 
points  (in  the  manner  before  de- 
fcribed)  but  afterwards  infulated 
by  breaches  of  the  river.  Others 
are  formed  in  the  ftraight  parts  of 
the  river,  and  in  the  middle  of  the 
ftream  ;  and  owe  their  origin  to 
fome  obilruction  lurking  at  the 
bottom.  Whether  this  be  the 
fragments  of  the  river  bank ;  a 
Jarge  tree  fwept  down  from  it  ;  or 
a  funken  boat  ;  it  is  fufficient  for 
a  foundation  :  and  a  heap  of  fand 
is  quickly  collefted  below  it. 
This  accumulates  amazingly  fall  : 
in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  it 
peeps  above  water,  and  having 
now  ufurped  a  confiderable  portion 
of  the  channel,  the  river  borrows 
on  each  fide  to  fupply  the  deficien- 
cy in  its  bed  ;  and  in  fuch  parts  of 
the  river  we  always  find  fteep 
banks  on  both  fides.  Each  perio- 
dical flood  brings  an  addition  of 
matter  to  this  growing  ifland ;  in- 
creafing  it  in  height  as  well  as  ex- 
tenfion,  until  its  top  is  perfedtly 
on  a  level  with  the  banks  that  in- 
clude it  :  and  at  that  period  of  its 
growth  it  has  mould  enough  on  it 
for  the  purpofes  of  cultivation, 
which  is  owing  to  the  mud  left  on 
it  when  the  waters  fubfide,  and  is 
indeed   a    part    of   the  gsconomy 


which  nature  obferves  in  fertiliz- 
ing the  lands  in  general. 

Whilff  the  river  is  forming  new 
iflands  in  one  part,  it  is  fweeping 
away  old  ones  in  other  parts.  In 
the  progrefs  of  this  deftrufllve 
operation,  we  have  opportunities 
of  obferving,  by  means  of  the  fec- 
tions  of  the  falling  bank,  the  re- 
gular dillribution  of  the  feveral 
Itrata  of  fand  and  earths,  .lying 
above  one  another  in  the  order  in. 
which  they  decreafe  in  gravity. 
As  they  can  only  owe  this  difpofi- 
tion  to  the  agency  of  the  ftreain 
that  depofited  them,  it  would  ap- 
pear, that  thefe  fubltinces  are 
fufpended  at  diiferent  heights  in 
the  iiream,  according  to  their  re- 
fpedive  gravities.  We  never  find 
a  ftratum  of  earth  under  one  of 
fand  ;  for  the  muddy  particles 
float  neareft  the  furface.  I  have 
counted  feven  diftin(3:  ftrata  in  a 
feftion  of  one  of  thefe  iflands.  In- 
deed, not  only  the  iflands,  but 
moft  of  the  river  banks  wear  the 
fame  appearance  :  for  as  the  river 
is  always  changing  its  prefent  bed, 
and  verging  towards  the  fite  of 
fome  former  one  now  obliterated, 
this  muH  neceflarily  be  the  cafe. 

As  a  ftrong  prefumptive  proof 
of  the  wandering  of  the  Ganges 
from  the  one  fide  of  the  Delta  to 
the  other,  I  muft  obferve,  that 
there  is  no  appearance  of  virgin 
earth  between  the  Tiperah  hills 
on  the  call,  and  the  province  of 
Burdwan  on  the  well ;  nor  on  the 
north  till  we  arrive  at  Dacca  and 
Bauleah.  In  all  the  fedtions  cf 
the  numerous  creeks  and  rivers  in 
the  Delta,  nothing  appears  but 
fand  and  black  mould  in  regular 
llrata,  till  we  arrive  at  the  clay  that 
forms  the  lower  part  of  their  beds. 
There  is  not  any  fubilauce  fo  co^ffe 
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as  gravel  either  in  the  Delta  or 
nearer  the  fea  than  400  miles, 
where  a  rocky  point,  a  part  of  the 
bafe  of  the  neighbouring  hills, 
proje<5ls  into  the  river  :  but  out  of 
the  vicinity  of  the  great  rivers  the 
icil  is  either  red,-  yellow,  or  or'  a 
deep  brown. 

1  come  now  to  the  pnrticulars  of 
the  annual  fwelling  and  overfiow- 
ing  of  the  Ganges. 

It  appears  to  owe  its  increafe  as 
much  to  the  rain  water  that  falls 
in  the  mountains  contiguous  to  its 
fource,  and  to  the  fources  of  the 
great  northern  rivers  that  fall  into 
it,  as  to  that  which  falls  in  the 
plains  of  Hindooilan  ;  for  it  rifes 
fifteen  feet  and  a  half  out  of  thirty- 
two  (the  fum  total  of  its  rifing) 
by  the  latter  end  of  June:  and  it 
is  well  known,  that  the  rainy  fea- 
fon  dots  not  begin  in  mo'l  of  the 
flat  countries  till  about  that  time. 
In  the  mountains  it  begins  early 
in  April  J  and  by  the  latter  end  of 
that  month,  when  the  rain-water 
has  reached  Bengal,  the  rivers  be- 
gin to  rife,  but  by  very  flow  de- 
grees ;  for  the  increafe  is  only 
about  an  inch  per  day  for  the  lirll 
fortnight.  It  then  gradually  aug- 
ments to  two  and  three  inches  be- 
fore any  quantity  of  faiti  falls  in 
the  flat  countries  ;  and  \vh?n  the 
rain  becomes  general,  the  increafe 
on  a  medium  is  five  inches  per  day. 
By  the  latter  end  of  July  all  the 
lower  parts  of  Bengal,  contiguous 
ib  the  Ganges  and  Burra.'tipocter, 
are  overflowed,  and  form  an  inun- 
dation of  more  th"an  a  hundred 
miles  in  width  ;  nothing  appear- 
ing but  viilagps  and  tree-,  except- 
ing very  rarely  the  top  of  an  ele- 
vated foot  (the  artificjiii  mound  of 
Tome  dvfcrted  village)  appearing 
like  an  iiland.        '•  "  • 


The  inundations  in  Bengal  dif' 
fer  from  thofe  in  Eo:vpt  in  t!ii> 
pirticular,  that  the  Nile  owes  i:s 
floods  etitirely  to  the  rain-water 
that  frills  in  the  mountains  near 
its  fource;  but  the  inundations  in 
Bengal  are  as  much  occafioned  by 
the  rain  that  falls  there,  as  by  the 
waters  of  the  Ganges  ;  and  as  a 
proof  of  it,  the  lands  in  general 
are  overflowed  to  a  confiderable 
height  long  before  the  bed  of  the: 
river  is  filled.  lt,muit  be  remark- 
ed, that  the  ground  adjacent  to  the 
river  bank,  to  the  extent  of  fomo 
miles,  is  conhderably  higher  tharv 
the  reft  of  the  country,  and  ferves 
to  feparate  the  waters  of  the  inun- 
dation from  thofe  of  the  river  until 
it  overflows.  This  high  ground  ia 
in  feme  feafons  covered  a  foot  or 
Wi6re;  but  the  height  of  the  inun- 
dation within,  varies,  of  courfe, 
according  10  the  irregularities  of 
the  ground,  and  is  in.  forae  place* 
tweh'e  feet. 

Even  vvhen  the  inundation  be- 
comes general,  the  river  fti!l  Ihevvs 
itfelf,  as  well  by  the  grafs  and 
reeds  on  its  bank?,  as  by  its  rapid 
and  muddy  flream  ;  for  the  water 
of  the  inundation  acquires  a  black-' 
ilh  hue,  by  having  been  fo  long 
Itagnant  amcngll  gral's  and  other 
vegetables:  nor  does  it  ever  Icfe 
this  tin^e,  which  is  a  proof  of  the 
predominancy  of  the  rain  water 
over  that  of  the  river;  as  the  flow 
rate  of  motion  of  the  inundation 
(which  does  not  exceed  half  a  mile 
per  liOJr)  is  of  the  remarkable  flat- 
nefs  of  the  country. 

There  are  particulir  trafls  of 
land,  which,  from  the  natbre  cf 
their  culture,  and  fpecies  of  pro- 
duclions,  "require  lufs  moiftore 
than  others  ;  and  yet,  by  the  low- 
nefs  of  their  fituation,  would  re- 
main 
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main  too  long  inundated,  were 
ihcy  not  guarded  by  dikes  or 
dams,  from  fo  copious^an  inunda- 
tion as  would  otherwile  happen 
Irom  the  great  elevation  of  the 
furface  of  the  river  above  them. 
Thefe  dikei  are  kept  up  at  an 
ehormous  expence;  and  yet  do  not 
always  fucceed,  for  want  of  tena- 
city in  the  foil  of  which  they  are 
compofed. 

During  the  fvvoln  ftate  of  the 
river,  the  tide  totally  lofes  its  effedt 
of  counteracting  the  flreajn  ;  and 
in  a  great  rr.eafure  that  of  ebbing 
and  Rowing,  except  very  near  the 
fea.  It  is  not  uncommon  for  a 
ftrong  wind,  that  blows  up  the 
liver  for  any  continuance,  to  fwell 
the  waters  two  feet  above  the  or- 
dinary level  at  that  feafon  :  and 
fuch  accidents  have  occafioned  the 
lofs  of  whole  crops  of  rice.  A 
very  tragical  event  happened  at 
Luckipour  in  176?,  by  a  ftrong 
gale  of  wind  conipiring  with  a 
high  fpring  tide,  at  a  feafon  %vhen 
ihe  periodical  flood  was  within  a 
foot  and  a  half  of  its  higheft  pitch. 
It  is  faid  that  the  waters  rofe  fix 
feet  above  the  ordinary  level. 
Certain  it  is,  that  the  inhabitants 
of  a  confiderable  diftriclt,  with  their 
lioufes  and  cattle,  were  totally 
fwept  away ;  and,  to  aggravate 
their  diftrcfs,  it  happened  in  a  part 
of  the  country  which  fcarce  pro- 
duces a  f;ngle  tree  for  a  drowning 
man  to  efcape  to. 

Embarkations  of  every  kind 
traverfc  the  inundation  :  thofe 
bound  upwards,  availing  thcm- 
felves  of  a  direft  courfe  and  llill 
water,  at  a  feafon  when  every 
ftream  rufhes  like  a  torrent.  The 
wind  too,  which  at  this  feafon 
blows  regularly  from  the  fouth- 
eaft,  favours  their  prog refs  j  ini^- 


much,  that  a  voyage,  which  takes 
up  nine  or  ten  days  by  the  courfe 
of  the  river  when  confined  within 
its  banks,  is  nov/  efFefted  in  fjx. 
Hufbandry  and  grazing  are  both 
fufpended  ;  and  the  peafant  tra- 
verfes  in  his  boat,  thofe  fields  which 
in  another  feafon  he  was  wont  ro 
plow  ;  happy  that  the  elevated  lite 
of  the  river  banks  place  the  her- 
bage they  contain,  within  his 
reach,  otherwife  his  cattle  mull 
peri  fn. 

The  following  is  a  table  of  the 
gradual  increafe  of  the  Ganges, 
and  its  branches,  according  to 
obfervations  made  at  Jellinghy  and 
Dacca. 

At  Jellinghy.     At  Dacca. 

Fr.  In    "" 

In  May  it  rofe  -60 

June     -     -     -     -     9  6 

July     -     -     -      -   12  6 

In  the  ift  half  of  Aug.    40 


Ft.  In. 
2       4 

4  6 

5  6 
I    1 1 


32 


H  3 


Thefe  obfervations  were  made 
in  a  feafon,  when  the  waters  rofe 
rather  higher  than  ufual  ;  (o  thac 
we  may  take  31  feet  for  the  medi- 
um of  the  increafe. 

The  inundation  is  nearly  at  a 
(land  for  fome  drys  preceding  the 
middle  of  Augull,  wh  n  it  begins 
to  run  off;  for  although  great 
quantities  of  rain  fall  in  the  flat 
countries  during  Auguft  and  Sep- 
tember, yet,  by  a  partial  ceflatioa 
of  the  rains  in  the  mountains, 
there  happens  a  deficiency  in  the 
fupplies  necefTary  to  keep  up  the 
inundation..  The  quantity  of  the 
daily  decreafe  of  the  river  is  nearly 
in  the  following  proportion  :  du- 
ring the  latter  half  of  Auguft,  and 
all  September,  from  three  to  four 
inches  J    from    September  to   the 
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erid  of  November,  it  gradually 
leflens  from  three  inches  to  an 
inch  and  a  half;  and  from  No- 
vember to  the  latter  end  of  April, 
it  is  only  half  an  inch  per  day  at  a 
medium.  Thefe  proportions  muft 
be  underftood  to  relate  to  fuch 
parts  of  the  river  as  are  removed 
from  the  influence  of  the  tides  ; 
of  which  more  will  be  faid  by  and 
by.  The  decreafe  of  the  inunda- 
tion does  not  always  keep  pace 
with  that  of  the  river,  by  reafon 
of  the  height  of  the  banks  ;  but 
after  the  beginning  of  Oftober, 
when  the  rain  has  nearly  ceafed, 
the  remainder  of  the  inundation 
goes  off  quickly'  by  evaporation, 
leaving  the  lands  highly  manured, 
and  in  a  llate  fit  to  receive  the 
feed,  after  the  fimple  operation  of 
plowing. 

There  is  a  circumflance  attend- 
ing the  increafe  of  the  Ganges, 
and  which,  I  believe,  is  little 
known  or  attended  to;  becaufe  few 
people  have  made  experiments  on 
the  heights  to  which  the  periodi- 
cal flood  rifes  in  different  places. 
The  circumilance  I  allude  to,  is, 
the  difference  of  the  quantity  of 
the  increafe  (as  exprefied  in  the 
foregoing  table)  in  places  more  or 
lefs  remoie  from  the  fea.  It  is  a 
fad,  confirmed  by  repeated  expe- 
riments, that  from  about  the  place 
where  the  tide  commences,  to  the 
fea,  the  height  of  the  periodical 
increafe  diminifhes  gradually,  un- 
til it  totally  difappears  at  the  point 
of  confluence.  Indeed,  this  is 
perfectly  conformable  to  the  known 
laws  of  fluids :  the  ocean  preferves 
the  fame  level  at  all  feafons  (un- 
der fimilar  circumllances  of  tide) 
and  neceff.iri!y  influences  the  level 
of  all  the  waters  that  communicate 
with  ir,  unlefs  prccipi'.ated  in  the 
Vol.  XXIV. 


form  of  a  cataraft.     Could  we  fup- 
pofe,  for  a  moment,  that  the  in- 
creafed    column   of    water,    of    31 
feet  perpendicular,  was  continued 
all  the  way   to   the  fea,    by  fome 
preternatural    agency  :     w.henever 
that    agency    was     removed,     the 
head  of  the  column  would  diffufe 
itlelf  over  the  ocean,   and  the  re- 
maining parts  would  follow,  from 
as  far  back  as  the  influence  of  the 
ocean  extended  ;  forming  a  Hope, 
whofe  perpendicular  height  would 
be   31   feet.     This    is    the   precife 
llate  in  which  we  find  it.     At  the 
point  of  jundion  with  the  fea,  the 
height  is  the  fame  in  both  feafons 
at  equal    times    of  the   tide.     At 
Luckipour  there  is  a  difference  of 
about  fix  feet  beiween  the  heights 
in  the  different  feafons  ;  at  Da^ca, 
and  places  adjacent,  14;  and  near 
Cullee,  31   feet.     Here  then  is  a 
regular   flope  ;    for    the   diftances 
between  the  places  bear  a  propor- 
tion   to     the     refpedive    heights. 
This  ilope  mull  add  to  the  rapidi- 
ty of  the  ftream  ;    for,   fuppofing 
the  defcent  to  have  been  originally 
four  inches  per  mile,  this  will  in- 
creafe  it    to   about    five    and    an 
half.     Cuftee  is   about   240  miles 
from  the  fea,  by  the  courfe  of  the 
river  ;  and  the  furface  of  the  river 
there,    during   the   dry   feafon,   is 
about   So   feet  above   the  level  cf 
the  fea  at  high  water.     Thus  far 
does  the  ocean  manifell  its  domi- 
nion in   bo:h  feafons  :    in  the  one 
by  the  ebbing  and  flowing  cf  its 
lide^  ;    and    in    the   ciher  by  de- 
preffing  the   periodical    flood,    till 
the  furface  of  it  coincides  as  near- 
ly with  its  own,  as  the  defcent  of 
the    channel     of    the     river    will 
admit. 

Similar  circumrtances  take  place 

in    the    Jellinghy,     Hoogly,    and 
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Burrampooter  Rivers;  and,  I  fup- 
pofe,  tn  all  others  that  jre  ruLjfil 
either  to  periodical  or  occafional 
fw-'llin^s. 

Nov  only  does  the  flood  dimi- 
nifh  ncur  the  fea,  buc  the  river 
bank,  diminilh  in  the  fame  pro* 
portion  ;  fo  that  in  tiie  dry  feafon 
the  height  of  the  periodical  flood 
may  be  known  by  that  of  the 
bank. 

I  am  aware  of  an  objtflion  that 
may  be  made  to  the  above  lolu- 
tion  J  which  is,  that  the  lownefs 
of  the  banks  in  places  near  the 
fea,  is  the  true  reafon  why  the 
floods  do  not  attain  fo  confiderable 
a  height,  as  in  places  farther  re- 
moved from  it,  and  where  the 
banks  are  high  ;  for  that  the  river, 
wanting  a  bank  to  confine  it,  dif- 
fufes  itfelf  over  the  furface  of  the 
country.  In  anfwer  ta  this,  I 
Ihall  obferve,  that  it  is  proved  by 
experiment,  that  at  any  given 
time,  the  quantity  of  the  increafe 
an  different  places  bears  a  juft 
proportion  to  the  fum  total  of  the 
increafe  in  each  place  refpeftively: 
or,  in  other  words,  that  when  the 
river  has  rifen  three  feet  at  Dacca, 
v/here  the  whole  rifing  is  about  14 
feet;  it  will  have  rifen  u[>wards  of 
fix  feet  and  a  half  at  Cuftee, 
where  it  rifes  31  feet  in  all. 

The  quantity  of  water  difcharg- 
ed  by  the  Ganges,  in  one  fecond 
of  time,  during  the  dry  feafon,  is 
80,000  cubic  feet  ;  but  in  the 
place  where  the  experiment  was 
made,  the  river,  when  full,  has 
thrice  the  volume  of  water  in  it; 
and  its  motion  is  alfo  accelerated 
in  the  proportion  of  5  to  3  :  fo 
that  the  quantity  difcharged  in  a 
fecond  at  that  feafon  is  40^,000 
cubic  feet.     If  we  take  the  medi- 


um the  whole  year  through,  if 
will  be  nearly  180,000  cubic  feec 
in  a  fecond. 

THE  Burrampooter,  which   has- 
its    fource    from    the   oppofite    fide 
of  the    fame    mountains  that  give 
rife  to   the    Ganges,   firit   takes  ic 
courfe  e'a Award    (or  direftly  oppo- 
fite to  that  of  the  Ganges)  through 
the  country   of   Thibet,    where  ic 
is     named     Sanpoo     or     Zanciu, 
which   bears    the   fame  interpreta- 
tion as  the  Gonga  of  Hindooflan  : 
namely,    the   River.     The    courfe 
of  it  through  Thibet,   as  given  by 
Father    Du    Haide,     and     formed 
into    a    map    by    M.    D'Anville, 
though    fufiicientiy    exadl    for    the 
purpofes  of  general  geography,   is 
not  particular  enough   to  afcertain 
the   precife    length    of  its    courfe. 
After  winding   with  a  rapid   cur-| 
rent     through    Thibet,    it   wafhes 
the  border  of  the  territory  of  Laffa 
(in  which   is   the  refidence  of  the 
grand   Lama)    and   then   deviating 
from  an  ealt  to  a  fouth-ealt  courfe, 
it  approaches  within   220  miles  of 
Yunan,    the   wefternnioft  province 
of  China.     Here  it  appears,  as  if 
undetermined  whether  to   attempt 
a  paflage  to  the  fea   by  the  Gulf 
of  Siam,    or   by   that  of  Bengal  j 
but  feemingly  determining  on  the 
latter,'  it    turns    fuddenly    to   the 
weft    through    AfTam,    and   enters 
Bengal  on  the  north-eaft.     I  have 
not  been   able   to   learn   the  exafl 
place  where  it  changes  its  name  ; 
but  as  the  people  of  AfTam  call  it 
liurrampoot,      it     would     appear, 
that  it  takes  this  name  on  its  en- 
tering AfTam.     After  its  entry  in- 
to   Bengal,     it     makes    a    circuit 
round    the    weftern    point    of   the 
Garrow    Moancaias  ;    and    then, 
alte;iog 
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altering  its  courfe  to  fouth,  it 
meets  che  Ganges  about  40  miles 
from  the  Tea. 

Father  Du  Halde  exprefies  his 
doubts  concerning  the  courfe  that 
the  Sanpoo  takes  after  leaving 
Thibet,  and  only  fuppofes  gene- 
rally that  it  falls  into  the  gulf  of 
Bengal.  M.  D'Anville,  his  geo- 
grapher, with  great  reafon  fup- 
pofed  the  Sanpoo  and  Ava  River 
to  be  the  fame  :  and  in  this  he 
was  juftified  by  the  information 
which  his  materials  afforded  him  : 
for  the  Burrampooter  was  fepre- 
fented  to  him,  as  one  of  the  in- 
ferior lireams  that  contributed  its 
waters  to  the  Ganges,  and  not  as 
its  equal  or  fuperior  ;  and  this 
was  fufficient  to  direift  his  refearch- 
es,  afcer  the  mouth  of  the  San- 
poo River,  to  fome  other  quarter. 
The  Ava  River,  as  well  from  its 
bulk,  as  ihe  bent  of  its  courfe  for 
fome  hundred  miles  above  its 
mouth,  appeared  to  him  to  be  a 
continuation  of  the  river  in  quef- 
tion  :  and  it  was  accordingly  de- 
fcribed  as  fuch  in  his  maps,  the 
authority  of  which  was  juftly 
efteemed  as  decifivs  ;  and,  till  the 
year  1765,  the  Burrampooter,  as 
a  capital  river,  was  unknown  in 
Europe. 

On  tracing  thi^  river  in  1765, 
I  was  no  lela  furprized,  at  fintling 
it  rather  larger  than  the  Ganges, 
than  at  its  courfe  previous  to  its 
entering  Bengal.  This  I  found 
to  be  from  the  eaft  ;  although  all 
the  former  accounts  reprefented  it 
as  from  the  north  :  and  this  unex- 
pedled  difcovery  foon  led  to  enqui- 
ries, which  furniihed  me  with  an 
account  of  its  general  courfe  to 
wichin  a  hundred  miles  of  the 
place  where  Du  Halde  left  the 
Sanpoo.    I  cQuld  no  longer  doubt. 


that  the  Burrampooter  and  Sanpoo 
were  one  and  the  fame  river:  and 
to  this  was  added  the  pofitive  afTu- 
rances  of  the  Affamers,  '*  That 
their  river  came  from  the  North- 
weft,  through  the  Bootan  moun- 
tains." And  to  place  it  beyond  a 
doubt,  that  the  Sanpoo  River  is 
not  the  fame  with  the  river  of 
Ava,  but  that  this  laft  is  the  great 
Nou  Kian  of  Yunan  ;  I  have  in 
"ftiy  pofTeffion  a  maaufcript  draught 
of  the  Ava  River,  to  •■  iihin  150 
miles  of  the  place  .vijcre  Du 
Halde  leaves  tiiC  Nou  Kian,  in 
its  courfe  towards  Ava  ;  togetlier 
with  very  authentic  information 
that  this  river  (named  Irabattey 
by  the  people  of  Ava)  is  navigable 
from  the  city  of  Ava  into  the  pro- 
vince of  Yunan  in  China. 

The  Burrampooter,  during  a 
courfe  of  400  miles  through  Ben- 
gal, bears  (o  intimate  a  refemb- 
lance  to  the  Ganges,  except  in 
one  particular,  that  sne  defcrip- 
tion  may  ferve  for  both.  The 
exception  I  mean  is,  that,  during 
the  lalt  60  miles  before  its  jun>!ftion 
with  the  Ganges,  it  forms  a  ftreani 
which  is  regularly  from  four  to 
five  miles  wide,  and  but  for  its 
frefhnefs  might  pafs  for  an  arm  of 
the  fea.  Common  defcription 
fails  in  an  attempt  to  convey  an 
adequate  idea  of  che  grandeur  of 
this  magniticent  object ;  for, 

'  Scarce  the  mufe 

Dares  ftretch  her  wing  o'er  this  enormous 

mafs 
Of  rufhin,;  water  ;  to  whofe  dreaJ  expanfe, 
Continvious   depth,    and    wonJ'rous   length 

of  courfe, 
Our  floods  are  rilh  ... 
Thus  poui-ing  on,  it  prouJly  feeks  the  deep, 
Whofe  vanquilh'd  tide,   recoiling  fro.-n  the 

fhock, 
Yields  to  this  liquid  weight. 


E  z 


Thomson's  Seasons. 

1  have 
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I   have  already  endeavoured   to 
account   for    the    fingular    breadth 
of  the   Megna,    by   fuppofing  that 
the-Ganges   once  joined  it  where 
the  l/Tannutty  now  does  ;   and  that 
their  joint   waters   fcooped   out  its 
prefent    bed.     1  he    prefent  junc- 
tion   of   thefe    two    mighty    rivers 
below  Luckipour,  produces  a  body 
of  running  frefh  water,   hardly  to 
be  equalled  in  the  old  hemifphere, 
and,  perhaps,   not  exceeded  in  the 
rew.     it  liOw  forms  a  gulf  inter- 
fperfcLi  with  iflands,  fomi*  of  which 
rival,    in    fize    and    fertility,     our 
Ifie  of  Wight.     l"he  water  at  or 
dinary  times  is  hardly  brackiib  at 
the   extremitie'?    ol    thefe    iflands  ; 
and,   in    the  rainy  feafon,   the   fea 
(or  at   leaft   tihe    furface  of  it)   is 
perf;dly  frefh    to    the    diftance  of 
many  leagues  out. 

The   Bore    (which  is    kno.vn  to 
be  a  fudden  and   abiupt  influx  of 
the    tide    into    a   river    or    narrow 
Arait)    prevails    in     the    principal 
branches   of  the   Ganges,    and   in 
the  Megna  ;    but  the    Hoogly  Ri- 
ver, and  the  paflages  between  the 
iflands    and    fands   ficuated   in    the 
gulf,  formed  by  the  confluence  of 
the  Ganges  and  Megna,  are  more 
fubjedl  to  it  than  the  other  rivers. 
This    may    be    owing     partly,    to 
their  having  greater  embouchures, 
in    proportion    to    their   channels, 
than    the    others    have,    by   which 
means  a  larger  proportion  of  tide 
ib  forced  through  a  paffage  compa- 
raiively    fmaller  ;    and    partly,    to 
there    being    no    capital    openings 
near  them,  to  draw  off  any  conli- 
derab'.e  portion   of  the   accumula- 
ting tide.     In  the  Hoogly  or  Cal- 
cutta River,    the  Bore  commences 
at  Hcogly  point  (the  place  where 
the  river  firft  contrafts  itfelf)   and 
is      perceptible      above      Hocgly 


Town  ;  and  fo  quick  is  its  motlori* 
that  it  hardly  employs  four  hours 
in  travelling  from  one  to  the  other, 
although  the  diltance  is  near  70 
miles.  At  Calcutta,  it  fometimes 
occ:ilions  an  inllantaneous  rife  of 
five  feet  :  and  both  here,  and  in 
every  other  part  of  its  track,  the 
boats,  on  its  approach,  immediate- 
ly quit  the  fhore,  and  make  for 
fafecy  to  the  middie  of  the  river. 

Ill  the  channels,  between  the 
iflands  in  the  mouth  of  the  Megna, 
&c.  the  he;g!<t  of  the  Bore  is  faid. 
to  exceed  twelve  fett;  and  is  fo 
terrific  in  its  appearance,  and 
dangerous  in  its  confequenccs, 
that  no  boat  will  venture  to  pafs  at 
fpring  tide.  After  the  tide  is  fairly 
pad  the  iflands,  no  veltige  of  a 
Bore  is  feen,  which  may  be  owing 
to  the  great  width  of  the  Megna, 
in  comparifon  with  the  pafTages 
between  the  iflands  ;  but  the 
efFeds  of  it  are  vifible  enough  by 
the  fudden  rifing  of  the  tides. 


Of  the  Jir  that  has  been  fuppofed  to 
come  through  the  Pores  of  .he  Skin, 
and  cf  the  EffeSls  of  the  Perfpi ra- 
tion of  the  Body  ',  from  Prieftley's 
Experiments  in  Natural  Phi- 
lofophy. 

HAVE  fometimes  found  it  ne- 

cefl'ary,     though    it    is    by    no 

means  agreeable  to  me,  to  corre£t 
the  miltakes  of  others  on  the  fub- 
jedl  of  which  I  am  treating;  and 
1  muft  appropriate  this  feftion  to 
that  bufinefs. 

It  cannot  be  thought  extraordi- 
nary, that  when  it  has  been  ima- 
gined that  air  is  extraded  from  the 
mod  compaft  bodies,  as  gold,  by 
means  of  the  air  pump,  it  fhould 
be  thought  to  ifl'ue  from  the  hu- 
man 
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man  fltin.     It  was  a!fo  very  natu-  always  from  fotne  other  body  ira- 

ral  to  imagine,  that  fince  refpira-  merfed  in  it.      All  the  pha:nomena 

tion      injures     and      phlogifticates  he  has  defcribed  msy  be  leen  with 

air,   the  pe^fpiration  of  the    body,  a  piece  of  metal,  or  glafs,  plunged 

fenfible  and  infenfible,   (hould    do  in  water  cont  lining  air,  in  an  ex- 

the  fame;  and  ihey  v/ho   fuppcfe  hauled  receiver;  in   whici.  cafe  it 

that   phlogillon    converts  common  is  eaiily   fhewn,  that    the  air  does 

air  into  fixed  air,    muft  of  courfe  not  come  from    the    p'  res    of  the 

imagine,  that  the   air    contiguous  metal,  or  of   cbc    glafs,   but  froai 

to  the  fkin  is  continually  undergo-  the  water   itfelf :  for  if  the   water 

ing  this  change.     Dr.  Jngenhou[z  contain   no  air,  and    the    (urfaces 

'  aflerts  the  former,  and  Mr.  Cruik-  of  the  metal  and  of  the  glals   be 

fhank,    after    Sig.    Mofcat; ,     the  carefully   wiped,    that    appearance 

latter.     On    bot'i   thefe   fubjedls   I  cannot  be  produced, 

fhall    make   feme    animadverfions.  He  fays  that  water  exljauiled  of 

and     likewif"    a    few    experiments  it3  air  is  not  proper  for  this  experi- 

that  f  think  will  be  deemed  con-  ment,   becaule    it    readily  abiorbs 

clufive,  on   the  fubject  of   perfpi-  all  the  air  as  fad  as  it  ifl'ues  from 

ration,    and    fufficient   to   confirm  the   flcin.      But  if  the  experiment 

what  I  have  advanced  with  refpefl  be    made   in     water     at     ali,    this 

to  it  in  my  l.'ift  volume.  muft  be  the  only  unexcjptionab!.; 

Dr.   Ingenhoufz    not    only  fup-  manner  of  making  it  ;  and  water 

pofes  that  air  is  continually  iifuing  by  no  means  abfurbs  any  kind  of 

from  the  human  fk;n  ;    but  he  took  air  fo  fait  as  he  defcnb'.-s  this   to 

pains  to  colleft  it,  in  a  confidera-  ilTuc  from  the  fkin,  and  efpecially 

bl^    variety    of    circumflances,   of  fuq'i  a  kind  of  air  as  he  describes, 

which    he    has    given  a  particular  a  great  proportion  of  which   is  air 

■account,  p.  129.     This  [  took  the  pariiaily     phlogiUicaied.       It     r£- 

liberty  to  tell  him  1  had   no  doubt  quires  a  long  time    before  water, 

was  a  deception;  the  air  that  he  in   a  quiefcent  Hate,  will   take  up 

found   not  having  coine  from   the  any    fcnnble  quantity  of    fuch  air 

Jkin,  but  fom   the  water  in  which  as  this.      BefiJes,  there  is   nothing 

it    was    plunged  :     and    both     the  that  we  know'  of  the  human  frame, 

quality  of  the   air  that  he  found,  that    would    le.id     any    perfon    to 

and  (he  circumflances  in  which  he  fufpeft  that    air   ever    ifi'ues  from 

procured    it,    left    me    no     doubt  the  (kin.     Where  are  the  air  --j  JJ'els 

upon  the  fubjedt.      Ic  was  juft  that  for    that    purpofe  ?     and    what     is 

liii.vture  of  fixed  air  and  partially  their   origin,    or    conneflion    with 

phlogiliicated  air,   that  pump  wa-  other    par^s   of  the    fyltem  .'     The 

ter,  which   he  recommends  for  the  prefent  ilate  of  anatomy    Indicates 

purpofi--,  generally   abounds    with,  nothing  on  this  ful)jed. 

The  bubbles  of  air  rifing  and  fwel-  To  fatisfy  my   friend,  not  my- 

|ing  at  the  fame  part  of  the  (kin,  felt,   I  told  him  1  would  make  an 

is  by  no  means  any  proof  that  the  experimoni,  which  1  did  not  doubt 

air  came   from   the   (kin  :    for  that  would  convince  him  of  his  midake 

is  always  the  cale  with  air  iffuing  in    tiiis  refpeil:t  ;    1    did    it   i;i    the 

from  water,  the   air   bubbles   never  following     manner.        I     lioiied     a 

rifing  within  the  water  iifclf,  but  quantity  of  rain  water,    in   order 

E  3  to 
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to  expel  from  it  all  the  air  it  might 
contain,  and  then  fat  with  my 
naked  arm  plunged  in  a  veflel 
filled  with  it,  after  carefully 
wiping  off,    under  water,  all   the 


Clare^  printed  in  Mr.  Clare's 
Treatifc  on  Abfcefles)  that,  after 
he  had  confined  his  leg  in  a  glafs 
veffel,  fo  as  to  prevent  all  commu- 
nication   with    the    external    air. 


bubbles  of  air  that  adhered  to  it.     lime  water  poured  into  it  immedi- 


JBut  though  I  continued  to  fit  in 
this  manner  a  full  half  hour,  not 
a   fingle    bubble  of  air    made    its 


ately  afterwards,  came  out  a  little 
turbid.  But  this  he  would  pro- 
bably have  found  to  be  the  cafe 
with  a  fmall  quantity  of  lime  wa- 
ter, poured  into  and  out  of  any 
veffel  of  the  fame  fize,  on  account 
of  the  great  furface  of  the  fluid 
that  mult,  in  thofe  circumllances. 


appearance  afterwards.      I    might 

have  examined  whether  this  water 

had     contained    any    air,    befides 

what  it  might  have  been  fuppofed 

to  have  imbibed  from  the  atmo- 

fphere  in  this  interval ;  but  I  neg-     have  been  expofed  to  the  common 

leAed  to  do  it,  and  am  very  confi-     atmofphere  ;     in    confequence    of 

dent  it  was  quite  unneceffary.  which  it  is  always  known  to  at- 

After  this  I  need  not  fay  any  traft  fixed  air. 
thing  to  my  friend's  ingenious  ob-  However,  partly  to  examine 
fervations  on  the  air  which  he  took  this  matter  more  thoroughly,  and 
the  pains  to  collefl  from  the  fkins  with  a  variation  that  1  had  thought 
cf  old  and  young  perfons,  and  his  of,  I  repeated  the  experiments  on 
laudable  endeavours  to  remove  a  my  own  perfpiration  in  various 
popular  prejudice  concerning  the  ways,  and  they  all  confirmed  what 
unwholefbnienei's  of  the  former,  1  advanced  before,  viz.  that  the 
and  the  wholefomenefs  of  the  latter  perfpirable  matter  has  no  fuch 
kind  of  air.  efFecl  upon  the  air,  but  leaves  it 

Mr.  Cruikfliank's   experiments,     as  wholefome,    that    is,  as  fit  for 

refpiration,    as    ever,  judging    by 
the    teft    of    nitrous    air,    which, 
however,    Mr.    Cruikfhank    does 
giflon,  and   that  the   perfpiration     not  fay  that  he  ever  applied  in  this 
of  animal    bodies,    in    a    healthy     cafe. 

Purfuing  his  fl:eps,  I  fattened  a 
moift  ox's  bladder,  containing 
about  a  quart  of  air,  clofe  about 
my  ancle,  fo  that  my  foot,  clean 
wafl^ed   and   warm,    as    his    was. 


if  they  could  be  depended  upon, 
would  both  prove  that  fixed  air  is 
compofed  of  common  air  and  ph!o- 


ftate,  has  the  fame  effeft  upon  air 
that  breathing  it  has,  viz.  phlo- 
gifticating  it,  and  making  it  nox- 
ious, which  is  contrary  to  the  ex- 
periments of  which  I  gave  an  ac- 

(pount  in  my  laft  publication  ;  by  was  expofed  to  it  ;  and  I  fat  near 

which  it  appears  that  the  air  under  the  fire,  fo  as  to  keep  my  foot  pro- 

jny  arm-pits,  and  near  other  parts  perly    warm  a   full    hour.      After 

of  my  body,   was  never  lefs  pure  this  I  carefully  withdrew  my  foot 

than  the  external  air.     The  Abbe  from   the  bladder,  without  chang- 

Fontana  alfo  told  me,  that  he  had  ing  the  air;  and  applying  the  teft 

always  found    the    fame  refult  in  of  nitrous  air,   the  air  in  the  blad- 

experiments  made    upon    himfelf.  der  appeared  to  be  of  the  fame  de- 

But   Mr.  Cruikfhank  fays,    (in  the  gree   of  purity   with   the    external 

fecond  edition  of  his  Letter  to  Mr,  air  j  the  meafures  of  the  telt,  ap- 
plied 
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plied  it!  the  fame  manner  to  both, 
being  1.26.  I  alfo  admitted  part 
of  thii  air  to  lime  water,  and  ob- 
ferved  that  it  did  not  make  ic  in 
the  fmalleft  degree  turbid. 

Willing  to  give*  more  time  to 
this  experiment,  that  the  oppor- 
tunity of  (his  perfpiration  phiogi- 
llicating  the  air  might  be  the 
grea  er,  I  once  more  taflened  the 
bladder  about  my  foot,  jud  before 
I  went  to  bed,  an  J  ilepc  with  it 
all  night,  keeping  mvfelf  fuffi- 
ciently  warm,  from  eleven  to  half 
pad  fix  in  the  morning,  when  the 
bladder  was  quite  dry.  However, 
carefully  nioillening  it,  and  efpe- 
cially  where  it  was  fall^ened  to  my 
ankle,  I  withdrew  my  foot,  with- 
out changing  the  air,  and  immedi  - 
ately  examined  it.  The  quantity 
■cotitained  in  the  bladder  wa^  40 
ounce  meafures.  It  did  r.ot  affeift 
lime  water,  and  with  refpect  to 
purity  was  of  the  fame  flandard 
with  common  air;  the  meafures 
of  the  tell  with  the  ritrous'  air  I 
happened  to  make  ufe  of,  being 
in  both  cafes  1.3. 

1  cannot  therefore  but  fee  reafon 
to  conclude,  as  I  did  before,  chat 
it  is  only  r^fjitation^  and  not  the 
perfpirathn  of  the  body,  chat  in- 
jures common  air. 


Of  the  Re/l'iration  of  Fijhes  ;  from 
the  fame. 

I  HAD  formerly  found  that 
iifhes  injure  the  air  contained 
in  (oiution  in  the  water  in  which 
they  live.  vol.  ill.  p.  '},^z  ;  the 
water  in  which  they  had  been  con- 
fined appearing  to  contain  air  of 
a  worfe  quality,  than  it  did  before 
they  were  put  into  it.  I  had  alfo 
before  obferved  the  eliec^  of  water 


impregnated  with  fixed  air,  and 
with  nitrous  air,  on  fr^es  put  in- 
to it.  I  have  fince  repeated  all 
thefe  experiments  with  an  atten- 
tion to  more  circumllances  ;  and 
they  both  confirm  ?nd  extend  my 
former  general  cnviclujions. 

Having  at  hand  fome  water 
from  the  Hot-uell  at  Eriltol, 
which  I  had  found  to  contain  air 
in  a  ftate  of  great  purity,  1  com- 
pletely filled  a  large  phial  with  ir, 
and.!  put  into  it  a  few  very  Imall 
fifhes,  which  I  had  provided  for 
the  purpofe  of  :thefe  and  other  ex- 
periments. They  were  minows, 
and  other  fmall  filhes,  about  two 
inches  in  length.  Jn  this  water 
they  were  confined  without  any 
accefs  of  common  air  till  they 
died. 

After  this  I  took  equal  qunn- 
tities  of  the  water  in  which  the 
fillies  had  died,  and  of  that  out  of 
which  it  had  been  taken,  when 
they  Wire  cor  fined  in  ic  ;  and  I 
expelled  from  both  all  the  air 
which  they  would  yield.  That 
from  the  water  in  which  no  fiflies 
had  been  put,  exceeded  in  quan- 
tity that  from  the  water  in  which 
they  had  been  confined  in  the  pro- 
portion of  three  to  two  ;  aid  exa- 
mining the  quality  of  both  ihele 
quantities  of  air,  by  the  tcil  of 
nitrous  air,  the  former  exceeded 
the  latter  in  a  ilil!  greater  propor- 
tion. The  air  from  the  water,  in 
which  no  fiihes  had  been  confined, 
was  about  the  lland.ird  of  com- 
mou  air.  but  that  which  had  been 
containinated  by  the  refpiration, 
as  1  may  fay,  ol  the  ^ihes,  though 
not  thoroughly  phi  g.ilicaced.  was 
ionunhing  worfe  than  air  in  which 
a  candle  jull  goes  out.  1  flio.ld 
piobably  have  found  it  ftill  worfe 
ihan   this,  if  I   had  expelled  and 

£  4  examined 
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examined  the  air  immediately  ; 
but  the  water  remained  in  aYi  open 
vefiel  all  night  before  I  made  the 
experiment  upon  it. 

From  this  experiment  it  mayte 
concluded  with  certainty,  that 
air  contained  in  water,  in  an 
unelartic  ftate,  is  as  neceflary  to 
the  life  of  fiflies,  as  air  in  an  ela- 
ftic  ftate  is  to  that  of  land  animals. 
It  is  not  properly  ivater  that  re- 
ceives the  phlogifton  difcharged 
from  the  fiflies,  but  the  air  that 
is  incorporated  with  it.  And  this 
may  poffibly  be  the  reafon  of 
the  attraction  which,  in  many  of 
my  experiments,  there  appears  to 
be  between  phlogifton  arid  water  ; 
whereas  it  has  been  an  opinion 
univerfally  received  among  che- 
mifts,  that  water  has  no  affinity 
whatever  with  phlogifton. 

From  this  experiment  I  had  no 
doubt,  but  that  putting  fifhes  into 
v.'ater  impregnated  with  air  that 
was  thoroughly  phlogifticated, 
would  be  injurious,  if  not  fatal  to 
them,  as  much  as  the  fame  kind  of 
air,  in  an  elaftic  ftate,  is  to  land 
animals  ;  and  this  was  verified  by 
the  following  experiments  ;  from 
which,  however,  it  appears  that 
fifties,  like  infe<fts,  and  fume  other 
exanguious  animals,  can  live  a 
confiderable  time  without  any 
thing  equivalent  to  refpiration. 
What  limits  that  time  has,  may 
an  fome  meafure  appear  from  thefe 
obfervations. 

I  began  with  water  that  contain- 
ed, as  far  as  we  are  able  to  difcover, 
no  air  at  all.  For  it  was  rain 
water,  that  had  been  recently 
boiled  a  confiderable  time.  The 
vefiel  contained  about  three  pints 
of  it;  and  into  this,  without  ad- 
mitting any  air  at  all,  I  put  nine 
of  the  fmall  Efhes  abovemention- 


ed,  and  they  lived  in  it  between 
three  and  four  hours.  This  ex- 
periment refembles  the  putting  of 
frogs  and  ferpents  into  a  vacuum, 
only  that  there  was  no  expanfion 
of  air  contained  in  them  to  fwell 
their  bodies  in  this  cafe. 

Taking  the  fame  water,  which, 
as  I  obferved,  contained  little  or 
no  air,  I  made  it  imbibe  as 
much  as  I  could  of  a  quantity  that 
had  been  phlogifticated  with  iron 
filings  and  brimftone,  fix  months 
before.  Of  this,  however,  the 
water  would  take  but  very  little;. 
Into  a  pint  of  thjs  water,  thus  im- 
perfedly  impregnated,  I  put  two 
of  the  fifties,  and  they  lived  in  it 
near  an  hour.  The  refult  was  the 
fame  when  I  impregnated  an  equal 
quantity  of  the  fiime  water  with 
inflammable  air.  For  in  this  cafe 
alfo  the  two  fifties  lived  about  an 
hour.  This  experiment  refemb- 
led  the  putting  of  mice,  and  other 
land  animals,  into  phKgifticated 
or  inflammable  air,  which  is  known 
to  be  fatal  to  them,  but  more 
fuddenly  than  this  water  was  to 
the  fifties,  owing,  I  fuppofe,  to 
its  imperfedl  impregnation. 

When  I  impregnated  water 
with  nitrous  air  on  a  former  occa- 
fion,  I  obferved  that  fifties  put  in- 
to it  were  immediately  feized  with 
convulfions,  and  died  prefently  ; 
juit  as  they  did  in  water  impreg- 
nated with  fixed  air.  But  though 
at  that  time  I  took  all  the  care  I 
could  to  prevent  the  decompofition 
of  the  nitrous  air,  that  remained 
after  the  operation,  filling  the  phial 
in  which  the  proccfs  was  made 
with  frefli  water,  by  means  of  a 
funnel,  &c.  ftill  a  decompofition 
of  fome  fmall  part  of  it  would  ne- 
ceft^arily  be  made,  before  i  could 
poffibly  flip  the    funnel    into   the 
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neck  of  the  phial.  To  prevent 
this,  I  now  introduced  the  fi(hes 
into  the  veflel  in  which  I  had  im- 
pregnated the  water  while  it  re- 
mained inverted  in  the  bafon,  the 
remainder  of  the  nitrous  air  not 
imbibed  by  the  water  Hill  refling 
upon  it.  The  phial  I  ufed  con- 
tained fomething  more  than  a 
pint,  and  the  nitrous  air  occupied 
about  one  fourth  of  it. 

Into  this  vefTel,  thus  prepared, 
I  introduced  two  of  my  imall 
fifhes,  and  they  continued  very 
quiet,  without  being  feized  with 
any  convulfions,  ten  minutes,  or 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  before  they 
died.  The  caufe  of  the  convul- 
fions, therefore,  in  the  former  ex- 
periment, muft  have  been  not  the 
nitrous  air,  properly  fpeaking,  but 
the  nitrous  acid,  though  in  lo  very 
fmall  a  quantity,  diffufed  in  the 
water,  and  adting  like  the  fixed 
air  (which  is  only  another  kind 
of  acid)  in  the  water  impregnated 
with  it.  Whereas  in  this  experi- 
ment the  fifhes  were  no  otherwife 
affefted  than  they  were  in  the 
•water  impregnated  with  phlogi- 
fticated  or  inHaramable  air,  except 
that  the  water  imbibed  much 
more  of  the  nitrous  air,  and  on 
that  account  was  fooner  fatal  to 
them. 


Of  the  Rein-Deer  ;  frnm  Barring- 
ton'j  Mijcellanies. 

IT  hath  been  a  generally  receiv- 
ed opinion,  that  the  rein  deer 
will  not  live  for  any  time  fouth  of 
Lapland,  or  that  part  of  North 
America  which,  though  of  a  more 
fouthern  latitude,  equals  Lapland 
in  the  rigour  of  its  climate. 


Queen  Chriftina  of  Sweden  had 
procured  five-and-twenty  of  thefe 
qu  drupeds,  which  (he  propofed 
to  fend  to  Oliver  Cromwell,  and 
which  might  long  fince  have  prov- 
ed  the  contrary,  had  they  reached 
this  country. 

White! ock  was  then  ambaflador 
from  England  at  that  court,  and 
endeavoured  to  prevail  upon  four 
Laplanders,  who  brought  the  reins 
as  far  as  Stockho'm,  to  attend 
them  to  England,  which  they  re- 
fufed  to  do,  but  faid  they  would 
take  care  of  them  during  the 
winter.  The  Laplanders,  how- 
ever, were  very  negligent  in  their 
charge,  for  foon  afterwards  fifteen 
were  killed  by  the  wolves,  and 
the  remaining  ten  did  not  long 
furvi^e,  the  climate  of  Stockholm 
being  confidered  as  too  warm. 

BufFon  (who  is  one  of  the  lateft 
naturalifts  that  hath  defcribed  the 
rein-deer)  mentions,  that  three 
or  four  were  not  long  fince  carried 
to  Dantzic,  where  they  foon  <lied, 
as  the  temperature  of  the  air  was 
too  mild  for  them  ;  and  in  another 
part  of  the  fame  article,  he  regrets 
the  impoflibility  of  feeing  this 
quadruped  alive  in  France,  on 
which  account  he  only  engraves 
the  (keleton,  having  procured  a 
drawing  from  a  fpecimen  in  the 
Mufeum  of  the  Royal  Society. 
Pontoppidan  alfo  fays,  that  it  will 
always  be  a  vain  attempt  to  natu- 
ralize this  animal  in  other  coun- 
tries, as  no  nourifnmcnt  cnn  be 
found  any  where  el!e  which  will 
keep  them  alive,  lb  that  they  have 
all  perifhed 

Notvvithilanding,  however,  this 
moil  prevailing  opinion,  it  i>  con- 
tradii'.ed,  by  the  faft  of  a  buck 
rein-dec.-  having  lived  near  three 
years  at  Homerton  (not  far  from 
Hackney), 
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Hackney),  in  the  clofe  of  Mr. 
Heyde,  a  merchant,  anJ  which 
died  only  in  1773,  very  fuddenly, 
having  been  the  preceding  day  in 
perfed  health.  He  was  Tent  to 
England  irom  Norway  with  a  doe, 
which  did  not  live  more  than  a 
year  ;  and  Mr.  Keyde  hath  this 
autumn  [1773]  received  a  male 
and  female,  which  were  in  No- 
vember laft  very  healthy.  Leenii- 
us  obferves,  that  in  Finmark  they 
are  fubjett  to  the  epilepfy. 

Every  written  voyage  to  the 
higher  northern  latitudes  makes 
mention  of  this  very  ufeful  qua- 
druped, whilit  Scheffer,  Bulfon, 
HofFberg,  and  Leemius,  have 
given  us  its  natural  hiftory. 

Leemius  is  the  laft  of  thefe, 
who  pubiifiied  at  Copenhagen  his 
account  of  Finmark  Lapland  in 
3767,  and  refided  in  that  country 
jnore  than  ten  years ;  he  is  there- 
fore more  to  be  depended  upon 
than  any  of  the  others,  who,  it  is 
believed,  never  faw  the  animal 
alive;  at  leall  the  upper  antlers, 
as  engraved  by  HofFberg,  more 
refemble  thofe  of  the  eik  than  of 
the  rein-deer.  There  is,  how- 
ever, a  very  good  repreTertation 
of  the  rein-deer  in  Pennant's  Sy- 
r.opfis  of  Qu'drupeds. 

As  Leemiu^'i  work  hath  fcarce- 
ly  found  its  way  yet  into  the  niO;e 
fouthern  pans  of  Europe,  J  lijall 
make  fome  extrafts  from  it,  with 
regard  to  this  animal,  with  which 
he  had  fo  frequent  oppcttunitics  cf 
being  thoroughly  acquainted. 

It  is  agreed  by  all  naturalifls  to 
be  peculiai  ro  the  femais  rein  -deer, 
that  they  fiiould  have  horns  as 
well  as  the  male  ;  Leemius  how- 
ever refnu'-ks,  that  r.his  is  not  al- 
■ways  the   idit,  fome  having  none 


at  all,  as  likewife  that  they  lofe 
them  entirely  after  parturition. 

The  projecling  brow  antler  alfo 
is  not  obferved  in  any  other  fpecies 
of  deer,  the  ufe  of  which  I  ftiould 
conceive  to  be  a  proper  defence 
againft  that  arch  enemy  the  wolf; 
and  Leemius  accordingly  mentions 
an  inftance  of  one  rein  having 
drove  away  two  of  thefe  maroders. 
When  the  reios,  however,  ufe 
their  antlers  againft  their  own 
fpecies  in  the  rutiing  time,  the 
horns  are  frequently  fo  entangled, 
that  they  cannot  be  feparated  but 
by  the  afiiilance  of  the  rein  herd. 

If  it  be  aiked,  why  every  fpecies 
of  deer  hath  not  the  fame  protec- 
tion ?  the  anfwer  feems  to  be,  that 
the  fwiftoefs  of  the  other  kinds 
enables  them  to  efcape  their  pur- 
fuer. 

Though  the  northern  natural- 
ifts  fpeak  of  the  expedition  alfo, 
with  which  the  rein-deer  will  draw 
the  traineau  ;  yet  I  beg  leave  to 
fay,  from  having  feen  three  of 
thefe  animals,  that  they  are  rather 
of  a  make  calculated  for  the  collar, 
than  for  extraordinary  fwiftnefs ; 
and  I  have  little  doubt  but  that 
thev  are  the  flowcft  of  their  whol« 
genus,  except  the  elk,  whofe  ant. 
lers  are  alio  of  a  moll  peculiar 
form,  as  well  as  llrength. 

f  ihould  conceive  likewife,  that 
the  elk  makes  ufe  of  thefe  extra- 
ordinary horn?  to  remove  the  thick 
underwood  and  briars  in  which 
this  quadruped  live?,  not  being  (o 
fleet  as  the  reft  of  its  genus  are  : 
the  antlers  therefore  are  excefiively 
wide,  as  well  as  ftiallow,  and  the 
fagged  terminations  fcem  not  im- 
proper to  pcrftwm  the  ofiice  of  a 
faw. 

1  know  well  that  fome  natural- 
ills. 
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ifts,  not  being  able  to  find  out  the 
ufc  of  particular  parts  in  feveral 
animals,  have  rather  ridiculed  the 
attempt  to  difcover  for  what  pur- 
pofe  they  are  defigned  : .  1  am  per- 
fuaded,  however,  that  this  arifes 
from  ignorance  of  the  habits  of  the 
animal  (which  is  the  interefting 
part  of  natural  hiftory)  ;  nor  is  it 
lefs  true,  becaufe  it  hath  been  often 
advanced,  ibaf  nature  does  nothing 
in  njain 

BufFon  makes  but  one  article  of 
the  rein  and  elk;  he  alfo  obferves, 
that  when   the  latitude   begins   to 
be  too  warm   for  the  former,   the 
elks    are    firft    to    be    difcovered. 
North    America    furnifties,    how- 
ever, an   exception   to  this   obfer- 
vation,  becaufe  reins  are  found   in 
Newfoundland,     50°  N.    lat.    and 
the   Hudfon's-bay    company    have 
a  noble  fpecimen  of  elk's  horns  in 
their   hall,    which   was  fent  them 
from    their   forts,    fome  of  which 
are  nine  degrees  to  the  northward  ; 
at  the  fame  time  that  the  fituation 
is  fo  much  more  inland,  and  con- 
fequently  from   that   circumllance 
alfo    the    temperature    more  cold 
than   might    be   expe£led,    merely 
from  the  fort's  being  nine  degrees 
nearer  to  the  pole.     On  the  other 
hand  IJln-and  Ida  met  with  a  great 
many  reins  not  far  from   Nezz  n- 
fkoi,  which  is  only  in  N.  lat.  50. 
at  no  great  diltance  from  the  Eafl- 
ern  Ocean. 

I  (hall  now  mention  two  or  three 
particulars  from  Leemius,  with 
regard  to  the  rein,  which  have 
nt)t  been  noticed  by  other  natu- 
ralifts. 

They  are  extravagantly  fond  of 
human  urine,  and  lick  up  the  fnow 
with  the  greatelt  avidity  when  the 
upper  part  hath  been  llained  by  it ; 
poffibly,     however,     the    opening 


the  way  to  their  favourite  lichen 
may  be  in  part  the  occafion  of  their 
immediately  finding  out  fuch 
fpots. 

We  have  the  fame  authority  for 
their  killing  a  vaft  number  of  mice, 
which   are   called   in   the  Lapland 
language  Godde  Saepaiv,  and  Li' 
maner  in  the  Norwegian.     As  their 
make,  however,  is  not  defcribed, 
and  as  I  can  find  no  names  which, 
bear  the  leail  affinity  in  the  Fauna 
Suecica,   it  is   impoffible  to   fettle 
the  fpecies.     Poffibly  alfo  the  reins 
only  ufe  this   food   when  they  can 
procure  no   other ;    it   is    for   the 
fame  reafon  that  the  Lapland  gulls 
are  fsid  likewife  to  feed  on  mice, 
and    the    crows   to    tear    the  linen 
which  is  hung  to  dry.     Leemius, 
in  other  parts  of  his  work,  men- 
tions, that  they  devour  the  heads 
of    thefe    mice     only,    with     the 
greatell:  avidity;    which  alfo  may 
arife  from  want  of  other  food,  as 
it  is  believed   that  no  other  qua- 
druped (which  chews  the  cud)  de- 
ftroys  animals  for  the  purpofe   of 
fuftenance. 

All  defcribers  of  the  rein  have 
taken  notice  of  the  cracking  noife 
which  they  make  when  they  move 
their  legs,  which  Hoif  berg  attri- 
butes to  the  animals  feparating  and 
afterwards  bringing  together  the 
divifions  of  their  hoof;  but  he  does 
not  affign  the  caufe  of  the  reins  fo 
doing,  which  I  conceive  to  be  the 
following. 

The  rein  inhabits  a  country 
which  is  covered  with  fnow  for 
great  pare  of  the  year  ;  the  hoof 
therefore  of  this  quadruped  is 
moft  admirably  adapted  to  the  fur- 
face  which  it  is  moll  commonly  to 
tread. 

The  under  part  is  entirely   co- 
vered with  hair,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner 
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ner  ihat  the  claw  of  thp  Ptarmigaw 
is  with  feathery  brillles,  which 
is  almoll  the  only  bird  that  can 
endure  the  rigour  of  the  fame  cli- 
mate. 

The  hoftf,  however,  is  not  only 
thus  protefted  ;  the  fame  necefhty 
which  obliges  the  Laplanders  to 
ufe  fnow  Ihoes  makes  the  extra- 
ordinary width  of  the  rein's  hoof 
to  be  equally  convenient  in  palling 
over  fnow,  as  it  prevents  their 
Jinking  too  deep,  which  they  would 
be  fubjed  to  eternally,  did  ihe 
weight  of  their  body  rell  only  on 
a  fmall  point. 

This  quadruped  hath  therefore 
an  initintl;  to  ufe  a  hoof  of  fuch  a 
form  in  a  ftill  more  advantageous 
manner,  by  feparaiing  it  when 
the  foot  is  to.  touch  the  ground, 
fo  as  to  cover  a  larger  furface  of 
fnow.  The  inftant,  however,  the 
leg  of  the  animal  is  raifcd,  the 
width  of  the  foot  becomes  incon- 
venient, efpecially  when  it  is  go- 
ing again  It  the  wind  ;  the  hoof, 
therefore,  is  then  immediately  con- 
trafled,  and  the  coUilion  of  the 
parts  occai.ons  the  fnapping,  which 
IS  heard  upon  every  motion  of  the 
rein. 

Another  reafon,  poflibly,  for  this 
roife,  m  ly  arife  from  Lapland's 
being  not  only  covered  with  fnow 
great  part  of  the.year,  but  alfo  for 
fome  time  under  a  perpetual 
might ;  the  rein  is  a  gregarious  ani- 
mal, and  often  obliged  to  go  a 
great  way  for  fuftenance,  proba- 
bly therefore  the  cracking  which 
they  perpetually  make,  may  {erve 
to  keep  them  together  when  the 
weather  is  remarkably  dark.  Bells 
round  fheep  are  known  to  be  very 
convenient  for  the  fame  purpofe, 
when  they  graze  upon  a  wide  ex- 
tended c6wn. 


Leemius  mentions  another  very 
lingular  circumftance  with  regard 
to  the  Lapland  wolves  ;  which  is, 
that,  when  they  have  killed  the 
rein,  they  always  place  the  carcafe 
with  the  head  towards  the  eaft, 
and  that  the  Ikeletons  are  con- 
llantly  found  in  fuch  pofition. 
This  fact,  indeed,  is  fo  extraor- 
dinary, that  it  fhould  not  be  too 
lightly  credited  ;  animals,  how- 
ever, have  undoubtedly  their  rea- 
fon for  chufing  or  declining  cer- 
tain afpefts :  the  martin,  for  ex- 
ample, fl.idom  builds  its  neft 
agair.Il  the  /ojt;'. 

Though  I  h.ive  ftated  fo  many 
particulars  from  this  writer,  not 
only  becaufe  he  is  the  latefr  natu- 
ralilt  who  hath  defcribcd  the  rein, 
but  becaufe  he  refided  ten  years 
in  Finmark  ;  yet  1  cannot  but  take 
notice  of  one  pafliige  in  his  wci!<, 
in  which  I  c  nceive  he  mull  be  en-, 
tirely  m'ftaken. 

Leemius  affirms,  in  his  ninth 
chapter,  that  the  reins  lofe  their 
horns  in  the  fpring,  which  is  not 
only  contradided  by  what  Hoff- 
berg  add  BufFon  have  advanced, 
but  by  the  fact,  for  Mr.  He)'de's 
buck  dropt  his  horns  for  :wo  fuc- 
ceflive  winteis,  but  refumed  ihsm  in 
the  f}.ring.  In  one  of  thele  years' 
they  concinued  to  be  no  more  than 
Humps  till  the  30th  of  January, 
when  they  beg^n  to  ftioot  ;  on  the 
24th  of  February  they  were  five  or 
fix  inches>  high,  covered  with  ^ 
deep  pile  of  velvet. 

At  the  fame  time  Leemius  not 
only  afijrts  this  to  happen  other- 
wife,  but  the  engravings  which 
accompany  his  work  reprefent  the 
deer  amongii:  fnow  with  their  horns 
on. 

In  juRice  to  Leemius,  however, 
I  Ihould  ^dd,  that  though  Holt- 
berg 
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berg  and  Buffbn  take  notice  that 
the  jein  Jofes  his  horns  at  the  ap- 
proach of  winter,  yet  other  natu- 
ralifts  have  fuppofed  that  they 
were  of  ule  in  removing  the  fnow 
which  covers  the  lichen  they  are 
faid  to  be  fo  fond  of,  and  which 
is  utterly  inconliftent  with  this 
quadruped  being  deprived  of  them 
during  the  winter.  Leemius  in- 
deed exprefsly  informs  us,  that 
they  procure  the  lichen  by  means 
of  their  feet. 

As  I  have  very  frequently  vifited 
Mr.  Heyde's  rein,  I  fliall  now 
mention  fome  few  particulars  I 
happened  to  obferve  myfeif  with 
regard  to  this  quadruped,  which 
is  fo  feldom  to  be  fcen  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  Baltic. 

This  animal  was  kept  in  a  clofe 
of  about  an  acre,  the  grafs  of 
which  was  rich;  and  he  conllantly 
fed  upon  it  during  the  whole  year, 
though  he  was  much  fonder  of  the 
lichen,  which  was  fent  over  from 
Norway  :  by  holding  a  liale  of  it 
in  my  hand,  J  could  at  any  time 
bring  him  to  me.  No  animal,  in- 
deed, could  be  better  humoured, 
as  he  would  even  permit  his  ant- 
lers to  be  handled  when  the  blood 
vefTcls  were  molt  turgid.  He  like- 
wife  permit'.ed  me  to  meafure  his 
height,  which  was  three  feet  two 
inches  and  a  half,  being  in  his  fixth 
year,  and  of  full  growth.  Now 
Leemius  oblerves,  that  the  doe  is 
not  fo  large  as  the  buck ;  and  [ 
have  meafured  the  fpecimen  of  a 
doe-rein,  lately  fent  to  the  Royal 
Society  from  Hudson's  bay,  which 
is  about  three  feet  in  height.  I 
Hate  this  comparifon,  becaufe  it 
makes  me  doubt  with  regard  to 
the  jullnefs  of  an  cbfervation  of 
M.  de  Buffbn,  who  (in  his  article 
Rein '  deer)     fuppolcs     thac     all 


American  animals  are  lefs  than 
the  fame  fpecies  in  other  parts  of 
the  globe.  Mr.  Pennant  alio 
takes  notice,  that  the  American 
elk  is  larger  than  the  European.    . 

I  once  faw  this  rein  in  Mr. 
Heyde's  garden,  where  there  was 
a  considerable  variety  of  flowering 
fhrubs  and  forell-trees,  all  of 
which  he  browzed  upon  except  the 
elder;  he  alfo  drank  a  great  deal 
of  water  out  of  a  pond. 

I  have  therefore  little  doubt  but 
that  this  quadruped  will  live  with- 
out the  Lapland  lichen,  to  which 
it  only  hath,  perhaps,  recourfe, 
becaufe  there  is  in  thofe  latitudes 
no  other  fullenance  during  the 
winter. 

I  have,  indeed,  procured  fome 
of  this  lichen,  which  1  have  tailed, 
and  conceive  from  thence  it  may 
be  a  nourishing  food  either  to 
man  or  beall ;  it  is,  however,  by 
no  means  peculiar  to  Lapland,  as 
we  have  much  of  the  fame  on  our 
own  heaths.  In  one  refpeft,  in- 
deed, the  rein  fares  better  in  Eng- 
land than  in  Lapland,  as  HofF- 
berg  and  all  other  r.aturali!ls  fpeak 
much  cf  its  fufFering  from  an  in- 
fedt,  which  they  term  the  Oellrus 
Tarandi.  We  have,  perhaps, 
the  fame  gad-fly  in  England,  but 
they  are  not  fo  numerou;>,  and 
Mr.  Heyde's  rein  did  not  feem  to 
feel  much  inconvenience  from 
this  perfecution. 

Le  Brun  obferVes,  that  the  rein 
carries  his  head  fo  high,  that  the 
horns  touch  the  back  ;  and  it  is 
not  therefore  improbable  |hac 
ihefe  antlers  may  he  given  them 
as  a  means  of  removing  thele  very 
troublefome  infetfts. 

'i"he  fame  traveller  takes  notice, 
that  the  chiefs  of  the  Samoieds 
have    fonietimes   lix    or    eight  of 
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them  to  draw  their  traineaus,  and 
that  they  never  fweat,  rorvvith- 
Itanding  their  being  often  much 
prefTed,  but  pant  with  their 
tongues  out,  juft  as  grey-hounds 
do  after  a  fevere  courfe. 

Leemius  alfo  informs  us,  that 
after  being  hard  driven  they  lofc 
their  fight  frequently  for  three  or 
four  days. 

1  have  before  obferved,  that 
Mr.  Heyde's  buck  rein  was  very 
good  humoured;  pofiibly,  how- 
ever, if  he  had  been  harnefied, 
]  ftould  not  have  found  him  fo 
tradlable,  for  on  account  of  its 
greater  docility,  a  gelt  rein  bears 
a  much  better  price  in  Lapland, 
and  another  caufe  for  the  advanc- 
ed value  is,  that  the  operation 
being  performed  but  aukward'y, 
the  owners  frequently  lofe  them  : 
for  the  fame  reafon  the  poorer 
Laplanders  only  harnefs  the  doe. 


Of  the  Bat,   or  Rere-Moitfey  from 
the  fame  Author. 

TKE  bat  is  fo  difagreeable  an 
animal,  that  we  are  gene- 
rally defirous  of  avoiding  it  rather 
than  examining  into  its  habits ; 
the  confequeiice  of  which  averfion 
is,  that  we  are  more  ignorant  wiih 
regard  to  its  natural  hiftory,  than 
perhaps  of  any  other  animal  of  the 
lame  fize. 

Hideous  as  it  may  appear  to  our 
eyes,  yer,  if  we  arc  to  believe 
Johnfon  (who  is  a  writer  of  merit) 
there  is  a  perpetual  alliance  be- 
tween them  and  pigeons,  info- 
much,  that  if  the  head  of  a  bat  is 
fixed  upon  the  top  of  a  pigeon- 
houfe,  the  pigeons  will  never  leave 
it.  I  profefs,  hov/ever,  that  I 
cannot  bear  this  animal  hath  anj' 


other  friend  or  ally,  and  they  muft 
naturally  be  dreaded  by  moths  or 
other  infeds  of  the  night,  as  much 
as  hawks  are  the  terror  of  our 
fmaller  birds  ;  nature  is  one  per- 
petual fcene  of  warfare,  for  the 
fake  of  food,  and  bats  again  be- 
come the  prey  of  owls. 

A  friend  of  mine  kept  one  for 
ten  days,  and  was  much  amufed 
with  its  manner  of  taking  flies, 
on  which  it  chiefly  lived :  Lin- 
naeus hath  clafied  it  with  his  pri- 
mates, at  the  head  of  which  ftands 
Man:  a  more  natural  arrangement, 
perhaps,  might  have  exalted  this 
animal  to  the  order  of  angelsy  as 
they  are  depicted  with  wings  as 
well  as  teats. 

I  never  met  with  any  one  who 
had  tailed  a  bat:  and,  indeed, 
with  us  they  are  fo  diminutive, 
that  the  morfel  fliould  be  as  deli- 
cate as  it  is  fmall.  In  the  ifland 
of  Mauritius,  however,  where 
they  are  very  large,  the  feamen 
confider  them  as  dainties.  **  They 
are  innumerable,  and  fome  as 
large  as  gofhawks,  and  the  feamen 
cafe  them  as  rabbits  ;  they  hang 
in  fwarms  on  the  boughs  of  the 
trees,  by  claws  fixed  at  the  ex- 
treme part  of  their  wings,  and 
their  monkey  faces  turned  down- 
wards." In  the  time  of  falconry 
they  were  given  to  hawks  as  a  re- 
medy for  the  falling  ficknefs. 

From  its  likenefs  to  a  moufe, 
the  fynonym  is  formed  in  nfany 
languages,  the  French  terming  it 
chawve  fauris  and  ratpennade.  The 
Dutch,  Vleermuys.  The  Ger- 
mans, Fleder-maufch.  The  Danes, 
Flaggermuus.  The       Swedes, 

FJader-mus.  The  Spaniards, 
il/ar-cielago.  As  for  our  modern 
name  of  Bat,  I  do  not  know 
whence  we  apply  it  to  this  animal, 
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but  it  was  anciently  called  ren- 
moufe,  from  the  Anglo  -  Saxon 
hricnemu]r.  Our  blaibners  alio 
ufe  tiiis  word.  In  the  Greek  and 
Latin,  however,  the  name  is  taken 
from  its  appearing  only  during  the 
night  vvy.T£ft<;  &  velpertilio. 

**  Scroque  trahunt  a  vefpere  nomen."  Ov. 

Different  fpecies,  or  varieties 
of  bats,  are  found  in  moft  quar- 
ters both  of  the  old  and  new 
world  ;  but  for  an  enumeration 
of  thefe  1  fhall  refer  to  Mr.  Pen- 
nant's moft  excellent  Synopfis  of 
(^^adrupeds,  and  after  obferving, 
that  fome  of  thofe  in  America  are 
fuppofed  to  fuck  the  blood  of  per- 
fons  afleep,  I  fhall  confine  myfelf 
JO  thofe  of  our  own  ifland. 

That  moft  able  naturalift  Mr. 
Ray  takes  notice  of  but  one  fpe- 
cies,  though  Mr.  Pennant  con- 
ceives that  we  have  four.  No- 
thing can  exceed  both  the  diligence 
and  accuracy  of  Ray,  but  the  com- 
mon averfion  to  thefe  animals 
feems  to  have  prevented  both 
him  and  others  from  either  catch- 
ing or  examining  many  fpecic;. 

Having  but  two  teats,  it  is 
fuppofed  that  they  never  produce 
more  than  two  young  caes,  which, 
according  to  Pliny,  they  fly  about 
with  on  their  back. 

If  this  is  true  at  all,  I  fhould 
fuppofe  that  it  only  takes  place 
when  the  young  are  to  be  tauqht 
to  fly,  as  they  may  be  more  eaiily 
launched  from  their  parents  back 
into  the  air,  than  from  any  other 
place.  They  cannot  rife  at  all 
from  the  ground,  according  to 
I.Innneus  ;  and  in  this  fituation 
therefore  they  feem  diverted  of 
every  pretenfion  to  be  deemed 
birds,  if  their  being  viviparous, 
and  having  no  beaks,  did  not  fuf- 


fciently  exclude  them,  as  well  a* 
their  want  of  feathers.  As  to 
their  having  wings,  a  flying  fifh, 
or  the  flying  fquirrel,  might  for 
the  fame  reafon  be  confidsred  as 
birds. 

But  the  moft  interefting  part  in 
relation  to  this  animal,  is  its  llate 
of  torpidity  during  the  winter,  to 
which  it  is  induced  probably  from 
want  of  flying-infefts  for  its  food, 
as  feems  to  be  the  cafe  with  the 
fvvallow  tribe. 

In  this  part  of  the  natural  hif- 
tory  of  this  animal,  I  am  much 
indebted  to  the  communication  of 
a  moft  ingenious  correfpondent, 
who  knows  where  to  find  them 
torpid  at  any  time  during  the 
winter,  and  more  particularly  in 
a  large  cavern  near  Torbay. 

The  prevailing  notion  that  they 
hang  always  in  clufters  touching 
each  other  is  not  true,  as  this  de- 
pends entirely  upon  their  having 
a  proper  opportunity  of  adhering 
to  the  place  from  which  they  are 
fufpended  ;  they  fometimes,  there- 
fore, aie  in  comad,  and  often  at 
confiderable  diftances,  but  always 
fix  themfelves  by  both  their  feet. 

Martial  fays  of  the  dormoufe, 
that  It  is  fatter  during  its  ftate  of 
torpidity  than  when  it  revives.  I 
therefore  begged  to  know  from 
Mr.  Cornifl),  whether  this  was 
the  cafe  with  bats  during  the  win- 
ter, who  informs  me  that  the  faft 
does  not  hold  with  regard  to  the 
one  or  the  other,  and  that  bats 
mute  whilft  they  are  thus  fufpend- 
ed. Both  dormice  and  bats  lofe 
from  iive  to  feven  grains  in  weight 
during  a  fortnight,  whilft  in  a 
ftate  of  torpidity. 

Bats  on  the  whole  fare  better 
during  a  hard  than  a  mild  winter, 
for  warm  weather  not  only  awakens 
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them,  but  promotes  their  power 
of  digeftion,  whilfl  at  the  fame 
time  they  cannot  procure  the 
food  of  which  they  are  in  fearch. 
This  holds  lik^wifc  with  regard 
to  bees,  which  are  better  pre- 
ferved  in  a  dark  room  than  if  ex- 
pofed  to  the  air  whilft  torpid,  be- 
caufe  fometimes  they  are  avvdken- 
ed  by  the  mild  temperature  of  the 
weather,  when  there  are  no  flowers 
for  their  fupport. 

As  bats  mute  whilft  torpid, 
there  is  alfo  a  circulation  of  the 
blood,  for  Mr.  Cornifli  having 
applied  a  thermometer  to  the  body 
of  one  perfeftly  afleep,  which 
Itood  at  36,  the  heart  beat  60 
tim^  in  a  minute;  the  fame  bac 
being  awakened  fo  as  to  fly  weak- 
ly, the  ther.nometer  applied  in 
the  fame  manner  rofe  to  38,  and 
the  heart  beat  100  times  in  a 
minute. 

They  have  been,  however,  ob- 
ferved  to  continue  in  their  torpid 
Hate  when  the  thermometer,  plac- 
ed in  the  air,  hath  been  at  48, 
which  is  ten  degrees  warmer  than 
the  animal  when  awakened  ac- 
cording to  this  experiment. 

Mofi  of  the  bats  roufed  by  irri- 
tation have  not  furvived  more  than 
three  days,  but  then  it  is  Hated 
that  the  weather  became  colder, 
p'requent  attempts  have  been 
made  to  revive  them  after  this 
feeming  death,  but  they  have  all 
proved  inefi'eclual. 

Having  dcfired  Mr.  Corn i  Hi  to 
make  fome  experiments  with  an 
air-pump  on  torpid  bats,  he  in- 
forms me  that  his  apparatus  for 
that  purpofe  is  not  fo  good  as  it 
fhould  be,  but  that  he  is  of  opi- 
nion, from  fome  iraperfeft  trials, 
that  they  are  not  fo  foon  aiiecled 
b^  want  of  air,  as  other  animals. 


which    do    not   fleep    during    the 
winter. 

That  diftinguifhed  anatomifl 
Mr.  John  Hunter,  having  occa- 
fion  to  difled  bars  during  the 
winter,  applied  to  me  to  procure 
him  lome  from  Uevonfliire,  know- 
ing; that  I  had  a  correfpondence 
with  Mr.  Cornilh,  who  could  at 
any  time  refort  to  their  lurking 
places. 

I  accordingly  requeiled  Mr. 
Corniih  to  fend  up  a  dozen  of 
bat?  in  their  (lace  of  torpidity, 
which  he  was  fo  obliging  as  to  do 
by  the  next  conveyance ;  but 
though  he  had  packed  them  with 
the  greateft  care,  they  died,  as 
Mr.  Cornifli  apprehended,  before 
they  reached  London.  The  mo- 
tion of  the  carriage  probably  oc- 
cafioned  this  difappointment,  as 
alfo  that  they  did  not  hang  in  their 
ufaal  attitude,  nor  in  the  proper 
temperature  of  air.  If  they  had 
continued  to  live,  Mr.  Cornifh 
informed  me,  that  though  one 
could  perceive  no  motion  in  them, 
yet  if  placed  in  contaft  with  a  pro- 
per crevice,  they  would  however 
fix  themfelves  by  their  claws. 

Thefe  bats  were  kept  for  fome 
time  by  Mr.  Hunter  before  he 
would  abfclutely  pronounce  them 
to  be  dead,  and  afterwards,  at 
Sir  Afluon  Lever's,  before  they 
were  Jet  vp  ;  but  though  they  ne- 
ver fhewed  any  figns  of  life,  yet 
their  bodies  did  not  putrify.  The 
fame  thing  I  had  occafion  to  ob- 
ferve  with  regard  to  fome  torpid 
martins  which  were  fent  to  me 
from  Somerfetfliire,  and  which  I 
wilhed  Mr.  Hunter  to  diffeft. 
Thefe  birds  alfo  did  not  revive, 
but  no  figns  of  putrefadlion  ap- 
peared, though  they  vvere  kept  a 
confiderabie  time. 
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And  here  it  may  be  obferved, 
that  4  moderate  heat,  fuch  as  the 
bofom  or  hand,  is  the  molt  likely 
to  bring  torpid  animals  to  life, 
which  are  ofcen  killed  by  being 
placed  too  near  the  fire,  from  the 
common  prejudice,  that  one  can- 
not have  too  much  of  a  good 
thing. 

For  a  more  immediate  teft  of 
life  in  the  animal,  it  will  flirink 
either  upon  the  touch,  or  holding 
a  lighted  candle  near  it. 


On  the  Torpidity  of  the  Siaallonv 
Tribe  'vjhen  they  dif appear.  From 
the  fame  Author. 

IN  the  foregoing  treatife  upon 
ihe  migration  of  birds,  the 
appearance  and  difappcarance  of 
the  fwallow-tribe  hath  neceflarily 
been  touched  upon;  but  I  think 
it  better  to  referve,  for  a  fcpa- 
rate  diflertation,  what  more  par- 
ticularly relates  to  their  being 
during  the  winter  in  a  ftate  of  tor- 
pidity. 

I  have  for  many  years  attended 
carefully  to  the  motions  of  thefe 
birds  from  the  latter  end  of  March 
to  the  latter  end  of  April,  at 
which  time  I  have  travelled  into, 
or  returned  from,  North  Wales. 

For  the  iaii  twelve  years  the 
fpring  feafons  in  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  have  been  generally 
dry,  the  eafl  winds  prevailing  dur- 
ing the  month  of  April. 

The  confequence  hath  been, 
that  on  my  journey  towards 
Wales,  or  upon  my  arrival  in  the 
principality,  I  have  pcihaps  feen 
a  ftraggling  fwallow  or  fwallows  ; 
but  upon  the  weather  growing 
more  fevere,  they  have  disappear- 
ed    perhaps    for    a    furtiight    or 
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more,  fo  that  I  never  have  been 
able  to  procure  any,  though  I 
have  font  people  out  with  guns  to 
(hoot  them.  My  inducement  was 
to  examine  them  upon  thair  firft 
appearance,  and  to  fee  in  what 
plight  they  mjght  be,  borh  as  to 
cafe  and  plumage ;  as  alfo  what 
they  might  feed  upon  before  many 
winged  infefti  are  to  be  found. 

Upon  my  return  towards  Lon- 
don I  have  commonly  feen  five  or 
fix  fkimming  over  the  river  Clwyd, 
near  the  gate  of  the  town  of  Ru- 
thin, which  is  called  Porthydwr. 

After  this,  it  hath  commonly 
happened,  that  I  have  not  ob- 
ferved  any  of  this  tribe  of  birds 
but  at  the  diftance  of  20,  30,  or 
40  miles,  and  this  always  de- 
pending" upon  the  approach  to 
rivers  or  ponds,  fo  that  I  could 
be  tolerai-.y  certain  where  1  might 
expeifl  to  obferve  them. 

Thefe  circumltances  feem  to  me 
very  decifive,  that  fwallows  are 
concealed  near  the  place  where 
they  begin  to  appear  ;  and  on  firft 
confideration  of  thefe  facls  it  may 
be  perhaps  inferred,  that  thele 
birds  are  all  to  be  found  under 
the  water;  it  mufc  however  be 
recollected,  that  they  probably 
procure  more  food  in  fuch  fitua- 
tions  when  on  the  wing,  whatever 
may  have  been  their  winter  refi- 
dence.  By  the  latter  end  of  x^pril 
the  fwallow-tribe  appears  in  num- 
bers. 

I  fhall  now  Rate  fuch  facia  as  I 
have  myfelf  obferved,  or  received 
from  ingenious  correfpondentj,  ia 
relation  to  each  fpecies  of  fwal- 
low,  and  without  hefitation  make 
my  own  inferences,  leaving  them 
to  be  corredlcd  by  thofe  who  may 
be  more  fortunate  in  collecting 
more  dc<;ifive  inllancw. 
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I  fiiall  begin  with  ihe  fivalio-xv, 
as  Mr.  Pennant  does  in  his  Bri- 
tifh  Zoology  ;  and  premife  tii«t 
I  mean  the  fpecies  whofe  tail  is 
mod  forked,  and  which  is  marked 
with"  a  red  fpot  on  the  forehead 
2nd  chin. 

This  bird  appears  the  nrfl  of  its 
tribe,  and  (as  I  conceive  at  lealt) 
hides  itfelf  under  water  during 
the  winter,  becaufe,  in  the  few 
inftances  where  the  relqter  hnth 
been  able  to  particularize  the 
fpecies  thus  found,  it  hath  happen- 
ed to  be  a  fwallow. 

There  is  fcarcely  a  treatife  on 
ornithology,  written  in  the  nor- 
thern parrs  of  Europe,  which  does 
not  allude  to  the  fabmerfion  of 
fwallows  during  the  winter,  as  a 
'fa£l  ahnuit  as  w.el!  kncvVn  as  their 
peopling  the  air  during  the  fum- 
mer  ;  and  becaufe  the  name  of 
Linnjeus  is  refpeflcd  by  moft  of 
the  incredulous  on  this  head,  I 
copy  from  him  the  following  words 
in  the  dsfcripiion  of  the  bird. 

*'  Hirundo  [Rufticul,  "  habitat 
in  Europe  domibus  intra  tedium, 
unacj'ye  cum  urbica  d'enu;r:j!trr, 
vcreque  emergit." 

It  is  iXiO  clear  from  i\.z  c.;- 
preiSon  of  dstnurgitur  (though  p'ef- 
haps  not  claincHl)  that  this  na- 
taralift  conceived  thefe  birds  hid 
themfeives  under  wji'ter  during 
the  winter;  and  it  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  he  feems  to  have  iiac- 
ed  it  after  a  proper  examins.tion, 
becauf^f,  in  the  Fuuna  Suecica, 
poblilhed  five  years  before,  he 
omits  tiie  mention  of  this  circum- 
Itance. 

A3  the  inflances  of  finding  fwal- 
Jows  under  water  are  mof!:  com- 
mon in  the  northern  parts  of  Eu- 
lope,  I  fhall  bfgin  with  the  leili- 


mony  of  the   inhabitants    of  tlial' 
part  of  the, globe. 

Mr.  Peter  Brown,  a  Norwegian 
and  ingenious  painter,  informs  me, 
that  from  the  nge  of  6  to  17, 
whilll  he  was  at  fchool  near  Sheen, 
he  with  his  companions  hath  con- 
ftantly  found  fwallows  in  numbers 
tor'piJ  under  the  ice,  which  co- 
vered bogs,  and  that  they  have 
often  revived  upon  being  brought 
into  a  warm  roojn. 

Baron  Rudbeck,  a  Swedilh  gen- 
tleman, vvho  was  not  long  fince 
in  England)  hath  adured  me  that 
this  fad  was  fo  well  known  in 
Sweden  as  to  leave  no  doubt  with 
any  one. 

Mr.  Stephens,  A.  S.  S.  informs 
me,  that  when  he  was  14  years  of 
age,  a  pond  of  his  father's  (who 
was  vicar  of  Shrivenham  in  Berk- 
fhire)  was  cleaned  during  the 
month  of  February,  that  he  picked 
up  himfelf  a  clulkr  of  three  or 
four  fwallows  (or  martins)  which 
wc;ie  caked  together  in  the  mud, 
that  the  birds  wore  carried  into 
the  kitchen,  on  which'  they  foon 
afterwards  fiew  about  the  rooi^, 
in  the  prefence  of  his  father,  mo- 
ther, and  others,  particularly  the 
Hcv.  Dt.  Pye.  Mr.  Stephens  alfo 
loid  me  that  his  father  obferved  at 
the  time',  hp  had  read  of  f^milar 
im'lances  in  the  norclie.'n  writers. 
Though  I  have  ftated  thefe  birds 
to  have  been  either  fwallows  or 
martins,  1  rather  fijppofe  them  to 
have  been  the  former,  from  their 
being  found  under  water. 

The  compilers  of  the  Encyclo- 
pedie  (art.  Mort.)  have  inferted 
the  following'cbfervation  and  fa^^c■ 
in  relation  to  fwallows  difcovered 
in  the  fame  fuuaticn. 

"  Plufieurs  oiftaux  paflent  au(5 

tout 
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tout  I'hyver  fous  les  eaux,  telles 
font  les  birondclles ,  qiii  loin  d'aller 
fuivant  I'erreur  pcpulairs  fort  accre- 
Mtee,  dans  !es  climats  plus  chauds, 
fe  prectpitent  au  fend  de  la  mer, 
des  lacs,  &  des  rivieres,  &c." 

It  is  there  alfo  (^ated,  that  Mr. 
Falconet,  a  phyfician,  Hring  at 
Paris,  had  fee n  in  one  of  the  pro- 
vinces, "  u'ne  mafle  de  tcrre  que 
les  pecheutj  avoient  tiree  de  I'eau  ; 
apres  avoir  Javee  &  -debrouillee, 
il  arpercut  que  ce  n'etoic  autre 
chofa  qu'un  aaias  d'hiror.delle?," 
which,  on  being  brought  to  the 
fire,  re'/Ived,  the  fiihers  declaring 
that  this  was  not  uncomnion. 

The  late  ingenious  Mr.  Stilling- 
fleet  informs  us,  t}*fet  one  fuel- 
low's  being  found  at  the  bottom 
of  a  pond  in  winter,  and  brought 
to  life  by  warniLh,  was  atteJted 
to  him  by  a  gentleman  of  charac- 
ter. 

Some  years  ago  the  moat  of 
AiK-la-Chapelle  was  cleaned  dur- 
ing the  month  of  Ofiober,  and 
the  water  let  out  for  that  purpofe, 
when  on  the  fides  of 'the  moat, 
And  much  belovv  the  parrs  which 
had  been  covered  with  water,  a 
great  number  of  fwallcws  v.ere 
leen  to  a!l  appearance  dead,  but 
their  plumage  no:  impaired. 

Du  Tertre  mention?,  th^t  a 
Ruffian  of  credit  had  toH  him, 
that,  a  piece  of  ice  in  a  village  of 
Mufcovy  having  been  brought  into 
a  houfe  with  fwallows  in  ic,  they 
all  revived. 

There  are  feveral  reafons  «vhy 
fwallows  Ihould  not  bs  frequently 
thus  found  ;  ponds  are  feldom 
cleaned  in  the  winter,  as  it  is 
fuch  cold  work  for  the  labourers, 
and  the  fame  inflinil  which 
prompts  the  bird  thus  *o  conceal 
itfelf,  inilrufls  it  to  choofe  fuch  a 
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place  of   fecurity,    that    co.'nmon 
accidents  will  not  difcover  it. 

Bur  the  ftrcngell  reafon  for  fuch 
accounts  not  being  more  nume- 
rous, is,  that  facts  of  this  fort  arc 
^0  little  attended  to  ;  for  though  I 
was  born  within  half  a  mile  of  th2 
pcni  near  Shrivjnham,  and  havs 
always  had  much  curiofity  with 
regard  to  ^the  natural  hiiiory  of 
animals,  yet  I  never  heard  a  fylla- 
ble  about  this  very  material  and 
intereiling  intelligence  till  very 
lately. 

To  thefe  inftances  -I  muJl  al fo 
add,  that  fwallows  may  be  con- 
rtantly  taken  in  the  .month  of 
Oflober,  during  the  dark  nights, 
whilft  they  fit  on  the  willows  in 
the  Thames ;  and  that  one  may 
almolt  inftantaneoufly  fill  a  large 
f?.ck  with  ttlem,  becaufe  at  this  time 
they  will  not  ilir  from  the  twigs, 
when  you  lay  your  hands  upoa 
them.  This  locks  very  much  like 
their  beginning  to  be  torpid  be- 
fore they  hide  thenifclves  under 
the  water.  "  . 

A  man  near  Brentford  fays, 
that  he  hath  caught  them  in  this 
ftate  in  the  eye  oppofite  to  that 
town,  even  fo  late  as  November. 

I  fnall  conclude  the  proofs  oti 
this  firft  head  by  the  dignified  tef- 
ti.mony  of  Sigifmond  King  of  Po- 
land, who  alnrmed,  on  his  oath, 
to  Cardinal  Commcndon,  that  he 
had  frequently  feen  fwallows 
which  were  foijnd  at  the  botro^n 
of  lakes. 

I  lh:!ll  now  proceed  to  the  fe- 
cond  f^ecies  of  the  fwallow-tribe, 
cilled  a  martin,  which  hath  no 
colours  but  black  and  white,  hath, 
a  fliorcer  tail  than  the  preceding, 
and  builds  commonly  under  ine 
Gives  of  houfes. 

I  may  be  millaken,  but  I   fhall 
F   2  here 
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here  again  hnzard  a  conjeflure 
that  this  fpecies  does  not  hide  it- 
jelf  under  water  during  the  win- 
tor,  but  rather  in  the  crevices  of 
jocks  or  ether  proper  lurking 
places  above  ground,  as  moft  of 
ihofe  which  have  been  difcover- 
ed  in  fuch  lituations  have  been 
martins. 

The  in  fiances  of  this  fort  are  fo 
nunjerous  from  all  parts,  that  to 
bring  them  within  a  moderate 
compafs  I  muft  only  felect  a  few 
of  them  ;  promifmg  thofe  vvho  are 
incredulous,  that  I  can  moll  rea- 
dily forniih  many  more  than  i  fnall 
now  produce. 

I  fnali  begin  with  a  letter  dated 
at  Towyn  in  ?v'Ierioneth(hife, 
dated  March  22,   1773. 

Extradc  from  a  Letter   relative  to 
torpid  Martins. 

^orwyn,  Merionethpirs, 
Sir,  March  22,  1773. 

I  received  yours  ;  and  accord- 
ing to  your  defire  I  made  as  much 
enquiry  as  I  could  concerning  the 
fwallows.  Richard  Hugh,  a 
boatman  at  Aberdyfyny,  tells  me, 
that  he  lived  with  ?v'Ir.  Anwil  about 
twenty  years  ago,  when  they 
were  found  by  Mr.  Anv/il  him- 
j'eif,  who  ordered  him,  with  fome 
others  of  his  fervants,  to  go  along 
with  him  to  fee  them  ;  and  the 
faid  Richard  Hugh  really  believes 
that  there  were  fome  thoufands'of 
them;  and  Mr.  Anwil,  with  his 
cwn  hand,  put  fome  of  them  in'o 
a  part  of  the  cliff  which  reniain^d 
in  the  rock,  they  could  at  fiift 
scarcely  perceive  life  in  them,  but 
loon  rhey  began  to  crawl  a  littie, 
then  they  carried  fome  into  the 
houfe,  and  held  them  rear  the 
nre,    when    they    became    preccy 


lively.  Richard  Hugh  cannot 
recolleft  who  was  the  perfon  that 
faw  them  befide  himfelf  and  Mr. 
Anwil,  neither  can  he  remember 
exactly  what  month  it  was  ;  but 
he  is  ready  to  make  oath,  that  it 
was  a  very  uncommon  time  of  year 
to  fee  fwallows,  and  to  the  beft  of 
his  memory  it  was  either  the  lat- 
ter end  of  January  or  the  begin- 
ning of  February.  I  went  to 
Mr.  Griffith  Evans  at  Tymaur, 
to  ailc  whether  he  had  heard  any 
thing  of  them  ;  and  he  told  me, 
that  he  now  well  remembers  to 
have  heard  Mr.  Anwil  telling  a 
deal  about  them,  how  remark- 
able it  v/as  to  fee  them  at  fuch  time 
of  the  year,  and  he  believes  it  was 
about  twenty  years  ago  ;  and  Mr, 
Griffith  Evans  fays  he  is  pofitive 
that  it  is  true.  Alfch  one  Hugh 
Richard,  a  very  credible  old  man 
in  this  town,  fays,  that  he  really 
heard  Mr.  Anwil  mentioning 
them. 

I  have  another  account  of  the 
fame  fort  with  regard  to  fwallows 
(or  martins)  being  difcovered, 
about  16  years  ago,  a;;  Yew-Law 
Caflle,  near  Hawarden,  in  Flint- 
Ihire. 

I  have  received  alfo  the  fame 
kind  of  information  relative  to 
torpid  fwallows,  in  Carnarvon- 
fnire,  and  Caftleton  in  Derby- 
ihire. 

Sir  William  Sellers  told  the 
late  Dr.  Chauncey  that  he  hap- 
pened to  flop  at  a  fifherman's 
houfe  in  Cornwall,  whofc  net  had 
been  much  torn  by  a  large  clod  of 
earth,  which,  upon  being  examin- 
ed, was  very  full  of  fwallows,  that 
awaked  from  their  torpidity  upon 
being  brought  near  the  fire.  I 
fhould  rather  fuppofe  however  that 
tiiey  were  ir.ariiiis,  from  the  cir- 
cumftance 
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■cumftance  of  their  being  found  in 
a  large  clod  of  earth,  which  had 
probably  dropt  from  the  bank  a 
little  while  before. 

By  a  letter  from  Dr.  Finley, 
Provoft  of  the  college  of  New- 
Jerfey,  dated  May  i,  1765,  to 
ihe  late  Dr.  Chandler,  and  foon 
afterwards  communicated  to  the 
Royal  Society,  it  appears  that  the 
fame  notion  prevails  in  America, 
with  regard  at  leaft  to  fome  fpe- 
cies  of  their  fwallows.  Kalm  alfo 
mentions  their  being  found  torpid 
in  holes  and  clefts  of  rocks  near 
Albany. 

Dr.  Pallas  gives  an  account 
that  on  the  iSth  of  March  a  Aval- 
low  (perhaps  martin)  was  brought 
to  him,  near  Ufa,  which  had 
been  found  in  a  field,  to  all  ap- 
pearance lifelefs,  but  hnving  re- 
mained a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  a 
warm  room,  it  flew  about,  and 
lived  fome  days,  till  killed  by  ac- 
cident. 

Mr.  Cornifh,  an  ingenious  fur- 
geon,  who  refides  at  Totncfs  in 
Devonfhire,  was  fifliing  in  the  ri- 
ver Dart,  at  the  beginning  of 
November,  1774,  and  on  a  very 
warm  .day  obferved  feveral  mar- 
tins ilTuing  from  fome  large  recks, 
overgrown  with  ivy  and  thicket. 
On  this  appearance,  at  fuch  a 
time  of  the  year,  he  defiited  from 
his  amuftment,  that  he  might 
more  attend  to  the  motions  of 
thefe  birds,  which  had  been 
brought  out  of  their  winter-quar- 
ters by  the  fitienefs  of  the  weather, 
the  lun  at  that  time  fliining  rtrong 
on  the  rocks.  They  continued  to 
l^it  backwards  and  forwards  for 
almollhalfan  hour,  keeping  very 
near  together,  and  never  Hying  in 
s.  direti  line,  nor  when  at  the  far- 


theft  above  a  hundred  yaids  dif- 
tant  from  the  rocks,  cloier  to 
which  they  now  as  the  fun  low- 
,ered)  began  to  gather  very  fall. 
Their  numbers  were  then  leil'en'ed 
considerably,  and  in  a  very  (horc 
time  they  all  returned  to  the  fif- 
fures  of  the  rocks,  from  whence 
they  had  been  induced  to  ven- 
ture out  by  the  warmth  of  the 
evening.  Mr.  Cornifh  concludes 
this  account  by  afferting  very 
pofitively,  that  there  was  not  one 
fwailow  amongft  thefe  martins. 

The  lame  ingenious  naturalift 
afterwards  mentions,  that  he  hath 
feen  martins  at  Totnefs  in  the 
months  of  December  and  January, 
though  he  never  obferved  a  fwai- 
low at  that  feafon  ;  in  which  fact 
he  is  confirmed  by  a  perfon  whofe 
name  is  Didham,  and  who  faw 
two  martins  on  the  26th  of  De-^ 
cember  at  a  place  called  Syffer- 
ton. 

I  fliall  here  fubjoin  other  fafts 
of  the  fame  kind,  which  I  have 
received  from  the  fame  good  au- 
thority. 

Mr.  Manning,  a  furgcon  of  re- 
putation in  iCingfbridge,  when  a 
boy,  and  in  fearch  of  fparrows 
nefts,  on  a  headiand  called  the 
Hope,  pulled  out  from  under  the 
thatch  cf  an  uninhabited  houfe 
great  numbers  of  fwaliovvs  (or 
martins)  which  he  confidered  as 
dead,  but  they  afternards  reviv- 
ed; and  their  numb'T  amounted 
to  more  than  40.  Mr.  Manning 
recollei^ts  the  faCl  at  preTent  as  if 
it  had  been  more  recent,  and 
likewife  remembers,  that  the  plu- 
mage was  in  perfed  order ;  which 
was  the  cafe  alfu  with  fome  mar- 
tins, wnich  I  received  myfelf  dur- 
ing the  winter,  fr#ni  Camcrton 
F  3  JQ 
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in  Somerfc-ilhire,  in  which  there 
was  not  the  leall  mark  of  putie- 
faftion. 

Another  perfon  drew  out  a  great 
rumber  of  martins  from  the  wall 
of  an  old  caftle  in  Wales  during 
winter,  and  the  heat  of  his  hands 
recovered  feme  of  tliem   fo   as  to 

Again,  a  planr.ber  in  Mr.  Cor- 
nifli's  neighbourhood  hath-  made 
a  folemn  depofuion,  that  being 
at  work  on  the  iCads  of  Foraby- 
houfe  (fuuated  on  the  fea-coaft 
in  Torbay)  early  in  the  fpring, 
he  found  in  fome  of  the  ciflerns 
feveral  martins  :  that  he  at  firll 
believed  them  to  be  dead  ;  but  as 
ihev  looked  not  at  ail  decayed, 
he  began  to  fuppofe  they  might 
be  only  afleep,  and  that  in  con- 
feqtience  of  this  idea,  curiofity 
tempting  him  to  hold  one  of  them 
in  his  hand  for  a  few  minutes,  the 
bird  became  llrong  enough  to  fly 
two  or  three  yards. 

Kyrcher  fpeaks  of  a  deep  cavern 
high  up  the  Teverone,  which  the 
mountaineers  told  him  was  never 
left  by  the  fwallo  vs  in  winter. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Bofworth  ob- 
ferved  five  Avallows  (or  martins) 
creep  out  of  the  wall  of  Merton 
College,  Oxford,  during  the 
month  of  January,  which  returned 
again  to  their  dormitories  on  the 
weather  beconiing  colder. 

Mr.  Hooper,  F.  R.  S.  hrah  in- 
formed me,  that  martins  were  feen 
at  Chrilkhurch  in  Hampfhire  fo 
late  as  Chrillmas,  in  1772,  when 
the  flies  a'fo  began  to  be  trouble- 
fome.  I  fhall  here  fubjoin  the 
word?  of  a  letter  on  this  fubjeft 
from  an  eye-wirnefs  :  '*  As  my 
reighbours  and  felf  were  ftanding 
in  the  churchyard,  we  told  four- 
^en    on  the    wirg    at  one   time. 


near  the  call  end  of  the  church, 
and,  could  fee  others  flying  about 
over  my  houfe,  and  difi'erent  parts, 
of  the  town."  Mr.  Rickman 
went  home,  and  immediately 
wrote  the  following  memorandum 
in  his  a'lmanack:  "  Dec.  9,  1772. 
This  day  a  confiderable  number 
of  martins  or  fwallows  were  feen 
round  the  church.  They  were  in 
indefinite  numbers  (as  during  the 
fummer),  and  flew  with  as  much 
velocity  as  at  that  time  of  the 
year.  They  decreafed  daily  till 
ihe  23d  of  December,  after  which 
I  have  not  heard  of  one  being 
feen." 

I  have  alio  received  an  account 
of  two  fw?l!cws  or  martins  appear- 
ing on  the  2ift  of  December,  in 
this  fame  year,  viz.  1772,  at  or 
near  the  town  of  Poo!,  in  Dor- 
fetihire. 

I  am  laftly  informed,  by  an  in- 
tel!^gent  fervant  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Mr.  Mackenzie,  that  being 
with  his  mafter  at  Lord  Strafford's 
in  Yorkfhire,  feven  or  eight  years 
ago,  the  latter  end  of  Odober,  a 
converfation  began  with  the  game- 
keeper about  fvvaliows  crofSng  the 
feas ;  which  the  game- keeper  dif- 
believed,  becaufe  he  fald  he  could 
then  carry  any  one  to  fome  neigh- 
bouring coalworks,  where  he  was 
fure  of  finding  them  by  that  tim.c. 
On  this  many  of  the  fervants  at- 
tended him  to  the  coalpits,  where 
feveral  martins  were  obferved  in  a 
torpid  flate,  but  fliewed  motions 
of  life  upon  their  being  brought 
near  to  the  fire. 

Moft  of  thefe  inflances  are  fo 
well  accelied,  that  I  conceive  it 
cannot  be  difputcd  by  any  one, 
that  martins  at  lead  appear  occa- 
fionaliy  throughout  the  winter, 
whc.neves  the  weacher  is  remark- 
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a'bly  mild,  and  which  ajijre"?  with 
wh-at  Sir  William  Hamilton  haih 
informed  me,  in  relation  ,to  his 
fcarcely  ever  paflin^  between  Na- 
ppies and  Puzzuoli  without  feeing 
fome  of  thefe  birds,  when  the  fea- 
ibn  at  that  time  of  tiie  year  was 
temperate. 

With  regard  to  ths  third  fps- 
cies  of  fwallows,  the  fand  martin, 
I  have  never  been  able  to  collect 
a  decifive  inftance  of  their  being 
obferved  at  all  during  the  winter, 
though  poffibly  fometimes  not  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  the  more  com- 
mon martin  ;  I  wiil  not  therefore 
pretend  to  conjefture  what  may  be 
their  peculiar  lurking  places, 
though  I  conceive  that  they  un- 
doubtedly have  fuch.  I  have 
however  been  negatively  informed 
that  they  are  not  found  in  the 
.holes  where  they  make  their  nells. 
This  bird  is  comnionlv  fo  diitant 
from  the  habitation  of  man,  and 
is  fo  much  in  the  dark,  that 
its  habits  are  not  eafily  attended 
to. 

As  for  the  fourth  fpecies,  call- 
ed the  fvjtft,  which  is  well  known 
by  its  fuperior  fize,  and  being 
almoll  entirely  black,  Linnaeus  af- 
ferrs,  that  it  winters  in  the  hoh's 
pf  churches. 

,1  have  however  the  following 
inP.ance  of  their  fometimes  choof- 
ing  other  places  of  concealment. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Wjlliams,  of 
Bilhop's  Waltham  in  Hampihire, 
found  three  fwifts  in  the  battle- 
ments of  an  old  flint  tower  be- 
longing to  that  town  during  the 
winter,  which  being  brought  into 
a  warm  room  (hewed  figns  of  life, 
but  afterwards  hanging  them  up 
in  a  paper  bag  clofe  to  the  kitchen 
fire  they  were  either  Hifled  by  the 
clcfcnefs  of  the  bag,  or  killed  by 


the  too  great  heat.  See  alfo  an 
inftance  of  three  fwifts  being  found 
in  an  old  oak  during  the  winter, 
which,  on  being  laid  before  the 
fire,  foon  recovered  ftren^tii 
enough  to  fly  about  the  room, 
though  they  died-  foon  after.  .Ari- 
flotle  indeed  afTerts,  that  ia 
Greece  the  fwifc  never  difappears, 

I  fhall  now  endeavour  to  cor- 
roborate thefe  fads  with  regard  to 
moft  of  the  fpecies  of  fwallows  be- 
ing obferved  during  the  winter 
either  in  a  torpid  ftate,  or  on  the 
wing,  by  fome  other  proofs,  which 
feem  to  make  ftrongly  again  ft  the 
periodical  migration  of  fuch  birds 
acrofT  oceans. 

They  who  maintain  this  opi- 
nion, always  fuppofe  that  thefe 
birds  pafs  to  the  northward  upon 
the  approach  cf  fpring,  in  great 
flocks  ;  of  which  however  I  have 
not  been  able  to  find  any  inftance 
in  what  hath  been  printed  on  this 
fubjeft,  except  what  is  ftsted  in 
the  Philofophical  Tranfcftions,  cf 
a  number  having  lighted  upon 
the  fails  of  Sir  Charles  Wager's 
fleet  in  the  Channel.  I  flatter 
myfelf  alfo,  that  1  have  (in  a 
previous  eifay)  fully  anfwered  any 
inferences  to  Le  drawn  from  this 
relation  in  fo.pport  of  migration  ; 
and  muft  likewife  repeat,  that 
fuch  inlhincca  muft  happen  as  re- 
gularly as  the  return  of  the  fea- 
fons,  did  fwallows  then  pah  to  the 
northward. 

But  this  is  not  all,  as,  if  I  can 
depend  upon  my  own  obferva- 
tions,  as  well  as  thofe  of  others, 
fsvallows  ftiould,  according  to  this 
fuppofitlon,  always  hrll  appear  in 
flocks  on  the  fouthtrn  coalt  of 
this  ifland  ;  whereas  they  are  feeri 
but  in  Imall    numbers,    difpcrfed 
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almoft  equally  over  all  parts  of 
it,  and  if  any  cold  weather  hap- 
pens they  then  immediately  dif- 
appear,  being  obferved  in  the  fame 
numbers  again  when  the  mild 
weather  is  more  confirmed,  and 
are  afterwards  joined  by  myriads 
from  every  lurking  place  and  re- 
treat. 

All  animals  are  endowed  with 
a  provideniial  inftintt  to  avoid 
what  may  be  prejudicial  to  them, 
and  therefore  it  ftiouid  feem  that 
the  fwallow  tribe  would  never 
leave  the  coalr  of  Africa  in  their 
fpring  migration  to  the  north- 
ward till  a  month  later  than  they 
generally  appear,  as  then  there 
■would  be  no  occafion  for  a  fudden 
retreat  on  the  frofts,  which  are  {o 
frequently  experienced  in  the  early 
parts  of  our  fpring.  Lying  how- 
ever in  their  torpid  ftate  they  can- 
not rcfift  the  mild  influence  of  the 
iirll  genial  weather,  bat  know 
where  to  fecure  themfelves  when 
it  becomes  (evere. 

That  the  fwallow-tribe  are  con- 
cealed during  the  winter,  not  far 
from  the  place  where  they  have 
been  hatched,  may  be  inferred 
irom  the  following  fafts. 

Mr.  Stephens,  F.  S.  A.  hath 
informed  ir-.e  that  martins  conti- 
nued to  have  a  neft  for  16  years 
together  in  the  hall  of  an  old 
houfe  which  belongs  to  him  at 
Camerton  in  Somerftiihire,  tho' 
the  door  was  conllantly  fhut  dur- 
ing the  night,  and  fometimes  for 
a  few  hours  during  day-light, 
when  the  parent  birds  mull  have 
been  not  a  iittle  impatient  to  feed 
their  neftlings. 

The  fame  fad  hath  been  at- 
tefted  to  me  by  Mr.  Sanxay,  with 
regard  to  the  porch  of  a  gentle- 
naau's  hcufe  in  Derb)fiufe,  though 


the  birds  did  not  continue  to  build 
for  fo  many  years  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding inftance. 

The  following  faft  relates  to  a 
fwallow  which  built  for  two  years 
together  on  the  handles  of  a  pair 
of  garden  fheers,  that  were  ftuck 
up  againft  the  boards  in  an  out- 
houfe  ;  and,  what  is  ftranger  ftill, 
another  bird  of  the  fame  fpecies 
made  its  neft  on  the  wings  and 
body  of  an  owl  that  happened  by 
accident  to  hang  dead,  and  dry, 
from  the  rafter  of  a  barn.  This 
owl,  with  the  neft  on  its  wings 
and  eggs,  was  brought  to  Sir  A(h- 
ton  Lever,  who  defired  the  perfon 
that  furnifhed  him  with  this  cu- 
riofity  to  fix  a  large  fhell  where 
the  body  of  the  owl  had  hung. 
The  peribn  did  as  he  was  ordered, 
and  rhe  following  year  a  neft  was 
made  and  eggs  laid  in  the  fhell  by 
a  pair  of  fwalJows. 

Now  it  is  clear,  from  thefe  well- 
attefled  inftances,  that  both  mar- 
tins and  fwallcws  choofe  to  build, 
for  a  fucceliion  of  years,  in  the 
fame  place,  though  an  inconve- 
nient one  ;  and  is  it  to  be  fup- 
pofed  that  they  confiantly  return 
to  the  fame  fpot  from  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  rather  than  they  ftiould 
be  torpid  during  the  winter,  in 
no  very  diftant  place  of  conceal- 
ment ? 

But  they  who  maintain  that 
fwallows  periodically  leave  Europe 
and  proceed  to  Africa,  rely  much 
upon  their  being  feen  to  congre- 
gate not  long  before  they  disap- 
pear, which  happens  however  with 
regard  to  many  other  birds,  and 
the  afTemblage  confifts  of  the  firft 
brood,  who  are  left  by  their  pa- 
rents to  fhift  for  themfelves,  fwal- 
lows and  martins  uniting. 

This   iherefoie  feems   to    arife 
from 
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from  fuch  birds  confidering  them- 
felves  as  rather  in  a  defencelefs 
ftate,  unlefs 

Defendit  numerus. 

That  this  is  the  fad,  particu- 
larly with  the  fwallow  tribe,  ap- 
pears by  the  repeated  obfervations 
of  that  attentive  and  ingenious 
naturalift  the  Rev.  Mr.  White. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  fwal- 
low and  martin  have^two  broods 
every  year,  and  confequently  that 
their  firft  neltlings  muft  be  aban- 
doned by  the  parents  :  how  there- 
fore are  the  produce  of  the  firft 
nell  to  be  conduded  over  the  At- 
lantic from  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, to  Africa.? 

How  alfo  can  it  be  expefled, 
that  the  fecond  brood,  which  I 
have  known  myfelf  to  be  hatched 
in  Oftober,  fhould  be  equal  to 
fuch  a  pafTage,  in  which  they 
have  no  infeJts  to  feed  upon,  and 
in  which  they  never  feem  to  have 
been  obferved  by  any  Ihip  at  a 
confiderable  diitance  from  land, 
or  by  any  perfcn  on  fliore,  who 
can  properly  alTert  that  they  were 
bent  on  fuch  periodical  migra- 
tion ? 

1  will  here  add  an  obfervation 
which  relates  to  the  fvvift  only. 
This  bird,  by  the  length  of  its 
wings,  is  certainly  better  calcu- 
lated for  a  long  flight  than  any 
of  the  fwallow-tribe,  and  yet  it  is 
the  lateft  comer,  and  difappears 
the  earliell  of  this  whole  genus, 
long  before  the  inkdts  on  which  it 
feeds  are  wanting. 

But  this  is  not  all.  When  this 
bird  is  firll  fcen  in  the  fpring  it 
is  all  over  of  a  glofly  dark  foot 
(Colour  (except  their  chins,  svhicli 


are  white)  ;  but  by  being  for  a 
confiderable  time  in  the  fun  and 
air,  they  become  weather-beaten 
and  bleached  before  they  difap- 
pear. 

Now  would  not  this  alteration 
in  the  colour  be  occafioned  by 
their  pafTage  over  the  Atlantic, 
and  do  we  not  know  that  the 
quicker  the  motion  is,  and  the 
longer  continued  without  iDter. 
million,  the  more  our  own  fkins 
and  hair  are  changed ;  and  are  we 
not  to  fuppofe  that  the  fame  e.*^- 
fedls  will  be  produced  on  the  fea- 
thers and  hairs  of  other  animali  ? 

I  will  now  beg  leave  to  llate 
another  objedlion  to  the  migra- 
tion of  fwallovvs  from  En'-ope  to 
Africa,  which  is,  that  if  this  con- 
jedure  is  true,  the  fame  thing 
muii;  hold  with  regard  to  the  nor- 
thern and  fouthern  parts  of  Afia. 
On  the  contrary,  I  am  informed, 
that  fvvailows  hide  themfelves  in 
the  banks  of  the  Ganges  during 
what  are  called  the  v.'inter  monthj 
in  that  part  of  the  world.  Du 
Tertre  likewile  mentions,  that 
the  few  fwallovvs  feen  in  the  Ca- 
ribbee  Iflands  are  only  obferved  in 
the  fummer,  as  in  France. 

Now  we  are  afl'ured,  by  Dr. 
Pallas,  that  they  have  not  only 
fwallows  in  Rullia  and  Siberia, 
but  that  on  the  banks  of  the 
Okka,  which  empties  itfelf  into 
the  Wolga,  in  N.  Lat.  57,  on 
froft  taking  place  about  the  4th  of 
Auguil,  they  diiappearcd  for  that 
year. 

Thefe  birds  therefore  fhould, 
according  to  the  hypoihcfis  of  mi- 
grafion,  have  been  palTing  to  the 
more  fouthern  parts  of  Alia,  but 
1  do  not  find  it  obferved  by  any 
Afiatic   traveller    chat    they    have 
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the  fame  fpecies  cf  hirundines 
with  us,  or  tha:  they  are  only  feen 
in  thofe  parts  during  our  winter. 

Between  what  hath  been  ad- 
vanced in  tl»e  preceding  and  pre- 
ient  difiertatior.s,  the  argunients 
againrt  the  periodica!  migration  of 
fwaliows  have  filltd  many  pages, 
and  it  may  be  right  to  bring  them 
to  a  conclufion,  by  snAvermg  an 
objeftion  which  is  much  relied 
uf'cn  by  thofe  who  maintain  the 
contrary  opinion. 

Jt  is  frequently  aflccd  by  thcfe, 
where  and  when  the  fwallow 
moults,  if  this  does  not  happen  in 
parts  of  the  globe  to  the  fcuth- 
ward  of  Europe. 

To  this  I  do  not  pretend  to  an- 
fwer  by  informing  them  where  or 
when  thefe  birds  charge  their 
feathers;  but  I  may  equally  aflc 
the  quefxion  with  regard  to  nire 
of  the  birds  out  of  ten  which 
have  been  defcribed  by  naturaliP.s, 
becaufe  we  are  entirely  uninform- 
ed about  this  matter,  except  in 
relation  to  thofe  which  wc  uiually 
cat,  or  keep  in  cages. 

It  is  true,  that  mcft,  if  not  all 
of  thefe,  commonly  moult  with 
great  regularity  ;  but  it  is  alfo 
known  that  there  are  often  ex- 
ceptions to  evety  general  obferva- 
tion  or  rule;  nor  do  I  fee  why  it 
is  more  neceflary  that  every  bird 
fliould  moult,  than  that  every  filh 
Ihould  not  have  wings,  which 
would  have  been  mofi  confidently 
maintained  by  the  old  naturalilts 
who  were  unacquainted  \yith  the 
flying  fifh. 

Again,  it  is  part  of  the  known 
definition  of  a  bird  to  be  an  ani- 
mal covered  with  feather?,  and 
yet  thefe  cf  the  caffowary  and 
the  filby  fowl  of  the'  Eafl  Indies 
litiier    iffcmble    hairs   than   plu- 


mage ;  and  this  is  the  cafe  Co 
llrongly  with  the  latter,  that  it 
hath  given  occafion  to  the  impo- 
fiticn  at  Bru.^els,  where  they  are 
Ihewn  as  the  mixed  breed  of  a 
fowl  and  rabbit. 

I  therefore  do  not  conceive  it 
to  be  abfolutely  ncccflary  that 
this  tribe  of  birds  iliculd  change 
their  feathers  at  all,  or  perhaps 
they  may  do  fo  only  the  fecond  or 
third  year,  and  at  a  time  differ- 
ent from  that  in  which  other  birds 
moult. 

But  I  will  now  afic  the  direft 
queftion  of  the  partifans  of  migra- 
tion, whether  the  feathers  are  re- 
newed whilft  the  fwaliow-tribe  arc 
in  Africa  during  the  winter? 

No'.v  in  all  the  birds  which  we 
are  well  acquainted  with,  moult- 
ing begins  in  the  autumn  ;  and 
therefore  if  fwaliows  drop  their 
plumage  in  Africa  during  the 
winter,  it  is  nearly  as  much  con- 
trary to  what  happens  in  relation 
to  the  change  of  feathers  in  other 
birds,  as  the  not  being  liable  to 
any  change  at  all. 

It  is  not  aUo  abfolutely  impof- 
fible  that  thefe  birds  may  moult 
during  the  time  of  their  conceal- 
ment, to  which  the  fafl  already 
mentioned  of  the  fwift's  plumage 
being  moft  bright  and  glofly, 
when  it  firft  appears  in  the  fpring, 
feems  to  give  fome  countenance, 
and  Arillotle  aflerts,  that  this 
happens  to  the  r^:-/:;.  (commcn- 
jy  rendered  the  turile-dove)  whilft 
it  is  hid. 

How  little  do  we  know,  with 
accuracy,  in  relation  to  the  re- 
newal of  our  own  hair;  which  I 
rather  believe  to  be  bronght  about 
by  fuch  degrees  as  to  be  almoll  im- 
perceptible; nor  are  the  hair-cut- 
ters,  or  ffifeurs,  perhaps  capable 
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of  givin*  us  any  material  informa- 
tion on  this  hcud. 

Whatever  weight,  however,  thefe 
anfwers  may  be  chought  to  carry 
with  them,  it  is  as  much  incum- 
bent upon  ihofe  who  maintain  the 
migration  of  fwallows  from  Eu- 
rope to  Africa,  to  inform  us 
where  and  when  they  moult,  as  it 
is  upon  thofe  who  deny  that  they 
pafs  from  one  continent  to  ano- 
ther, i, 


An  Account  of  the  IJland  of  Corfica  ; 
ftopi  the  Appendix  to  the  private 

Life  of  Lewis  XV.  Trarjlated 
from  t.':e  French  hy  J.  O.  Julia- 

mond,  F.  R.  S. 

TKE  iflar.d  of  Corfica  is  fi- 
tuaicd  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean, between  39  and  42  degrees 
latitude,  lying  between  the  ifland  of 
Sardinia  to  the  fouth,  and  the  coaih 
of  Italy  to  the  north.  Its  greatcil 
-length  is  from  Capo  Bonifacio  to 
the  fouth,  as  f.ir  as  Capo  Corfo  to 
the  north  ;  this  makes  160  Italian 
leagues.  Its  breadth  compre- 
hends 75  of  the  fr.me  leagues, 
from  Capo  Galien  to  the  well,  as 
far  as  the  lake  Urbino  to  the  call; 
its  whole  circumference  is  reckoned 
to  amount  to  225  ftalian  leagues. 

This  ifland  is  divided  in  ten  ju- 
rifdidions,  and  four  fiefs,  coai- 
pofing  63  pieves. 

By  picucs  we  are  to  undcrlland 
a  certain  number  of  leagues  in- 
cluded under  the  fame  adminilha- 
tion,  although  they  are  depend- 
ent on  feveral  parillics  v>hich 
compofe  each  jurifdi^lion. 

Of  thefe  ten  jurifdii^ions,  fix 
arc  on  this  fide  the  mountains  ; 
thefe  are  Capo  Corfo,  Ba'.agr.a, 
Cal-vi,  Bafi:a,  Corto,  Ai'.'etia  ;  and 


three  fiefs,  namely,  Nowza,  Brando^ 
and  Canary, 

The  other  four  jurifdi£lions  are 
fituated  beyond  the  mountains  ; 
they  are  Vico,  Ajacdo,  Sai-tene, 
Bonifacio,   and  the  lief  of  J^/«. 

There  are  five  bifhopricks  in 
this  illand,  Mariana,  Nehoio,  AlU- 
ria,  Ajaccio,  and  Sagome. 

The  interior  part  of  the  lands 
is  covered  with  mountains,  feve- 
ral of  which  are  planted  with  olive 
and  chefnut  trees,  and  furniffi 
paRure  for  the  flocks  ;  between 
thefe  heights  there  are  many  fer- 
tile plains  ;  they  abound  in  vines, 
orange,  bergamot,  citron,  clive, 
and  leveral  o;her  fruit  tree.  Upon 
the  higheft  of  thefe  mountain?, 
which  is  called  Gradanio,  are  the 
lake  of  Cremo  and  of  Din),  at  no 
great  diltance  from  each  other. 
From  the  firil,  ilTue  the  rivers  of 
Lianiono  and  TarignuKO,  one  of 
which  I'iows  tovvards  the  weft, 
and  the  other  in  a  contrary  direc- 
tion ;  that  of  Gaulo,  iirues  from 
the  lake  Dino,  and  difcharges  it- 
felf  into  the  Tea  near  Mariana, 
Befide  thefe  three  rivers,  the  mod 
confiderable  in  the  ifland,  and 
v>hich,  with  fome  evpence,  might 
be  rendered  navigable,  there  are 
feveral  others ;  thefe  are  only  finall 
ll;rcams,  interfecling  almo'l  all  the 
plains,  and  which  would  render 
them  llill  more  fertile,  if  their 
channels  were  multiplied. 

The  little  province  qf  Balagna 
is  in  every  refped  the  moll  abun- 
riar.t  of  Corfica  ;  that  of  Cato 
Corfo,  although  the  moft  expofed, 
is  very  near  as  good  ;  and  ail,  or 
almoii  all  of  them,  require  only 
the  labour  of  the  cultivaior. 

As  for  the  prouU>5tions,«bcfiJes 
the  vines  1  have  mentioned,  which 
yield  a  white  and  red  wine,  that 
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might  with  care  be  made  compa- 
rable to'the  wines  of  Catidia,  Cy- 
prus, Syracuje,  and  Malaga  ;  corn 
might  alfo  be  produced  there  in 
preat  plenty,  if  the  territory  were 
fertilized  in  a  fmall  degree ;  and, 
notwithltanding  the  idlenefs  of 
the  inhabitants,  nature,  in  fome 
roeafure  too  luxuriant,  fometimes 
deceives  their  indolence,  and  pre- 
fents  them  with  a  very  abundant 
harvell.  There  is  no  want  of  cat- 
tle ;  birds  of  all  kinds  are  to  be 
feen  here,  and  quantities  of  game, 
efpecially  the  red  -  legged  par- 
tridge. During  the  winter  a  fuf- 
ficient  quantity  of  them  arc  caught 
■with  a  ret,  to  furnilh  feveral 
towns  in  Italy.  This  feafon  like- 
wife  produces  a  quantity  of  black- 
birds, which  are  in  no  eflimaticn 
any  where  elfe,  but  are  here  wtry 
delicate,  and  much  fought  after. 

There  is  therefore  nothing  want- 
ing in  Corfica  with  refpeft  to  eat- 
ables, except  good  cooks  to  dre's 
all  thefe  provifions.  But,  inde- 
pendent of  the  articles  of  primary 
necefiity,  the  arts  and  commerce 
would  alfo  find  opportunities  to 
exert  themfelves. 

There  are  in  this  country  fe- 
veral baths,  as  well  hot  as  cold  ; 
mineral  waters,  ferviceable  in  all 
kinds  of  difeafes ;  olive  -  trees, 
which  would  furnifh  a  confidera- 
ble  oil  trade,  and  fit  to  fupply 
France ;  mulberry-trees  and  filk 
worms,  which,  with  indudry  and 
a<Sivity,  would  enable  us  to  do 
without  the  filks  of  Italy  ;  timber 
for  mafis,  and  (hip-building,  which 
would  indemnify  us  for  the  Icfs 
of  that  of  Canada  ;  gold,  filver, 
foppcr,  and  iron  mines  ;  quarries 
of  marble  and  porphyry  ;  a  cryiUI 
cf  the  greateft  beauty,  by  the  di- 
vcrllty  of  iis  colours,   and  whicii 


In  general,  the  climate  of  the 
iiiand  is  the  fineft  in  the  world. 
The  fky  is  never  darkened  two 
days  together.  There  is  fcarce 
any  winter  :  the  heats  of  the  fum- 
mer  are  moderated  in  the  moun- 
tains by  the  north  winds  ;  they 
are  more  violent  in  the  towns  of 
Bafl/a,  St.  Fiorenzo,  la  Gaglio/a, 
Cal'vi,  and  yjjacdo.  The  illnefles 
to  which  the  troops  are  fubjeft, 
are  attributed  to  the  heat  of  the 
air  ;  and  I  believe  they  proceed 
rather  from  want  of  good  water, 
which  thofe  places  are  very  defi- 
cient in  during  the  fummer,  but 
which  might  be  eafily  brought 
down  from  the  mountains. 

From  this  fhort  account.  Sir, 
you  will  readily  judge  of  the  truth 
of  my  fpeculations.  I  will  not 
difTemble,  that  thefe  advantages 
are  counterbalanced  by  the  enor- 
mous expences  which  muil:  be  in- 
curred in  that  illand,  to  fecure  it 
from  the  infults,  not  only  of  the 
natural  inhabitants,  whom  I  fup- 
pofe  to  be  fubdued,  but  of  foreign- 
ers. The  extent  of  its  coalt,  and  the 
facility  of  landing  in  feveral  places, 
would  require  labours,  the  calcu- 
lation of  which  is  alarming.  Moll 
cf  the  towns  are  difraantled,'  or 
very  im perfectly  fortified  ;  the 
ports  either  filled  up  or  in  bad 
condition.  CortOf  form.erly  the 
capital  of  the  ifland,  and  which 
ftands  almofl  in  the  center  of  it, 
at  prefent  refembles  more  a  village 
than  a  city.  Bajiia  is  the  moll 
remarkable  town  ;  feveral  works 
have  already  begun  to  be  erected 
there  ;  but  the  port,  in  which 
frigates  and  armed  barks  cannoc 
eater,  ought  to  be  cleared.  On 
reiurning    to    the    wefiern    coaft, 

we 
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we  find  Fiorenze,  a  town  in  the 
mod  ruinous  condition.  Its  gulph 
is  immenfe,  and  might  contain  a 
prodigious  number  of  (hips;  it  is 
more  than  a  league  over,  and 
runs  three  leagues  deep  into  the 
lands.  It  is  bordered  with  high 
mountains,  which  fhelter  it  from 
all  kinds  of  winds  except  the 
north-eaft.  The  harbour  is  filled 
with  rocks  near  the  furface  of  the 
water,  which  only  admit  Ifcats  to 
land.  We  meet  next  with  la 
Gagliola,  which  has  a  bad  road, 
where  none  but  tartans  and  feluc- 
cas can  land  :  after  this  comes 
Calvi,  the  port  of  which,  though 
very  large,  can  only  receive  fri- 
gates of  a  moderate  ilze  :  the  port 
of  /^jaccio  is  more  convenient,  and 
deeper  ;  fhips  may  cafl  anchor 
there  in  the  mid/l  of  the  bsfon. 
Bonifacio  terminates  the  point  of 
the  weftern  coad,  where  there  is 
a  little  port,  good  and  fecure. 
At  the  eadern  coaft  we  find  Porto 
Vecchio,  the  moft  beautiful  port  of 
the  Mediterranean  ;  the  largeft 
Ihips  can  enter  it;  but  an  un- 
wholefome  air  prevails  in  the  citv, 
which  has  occafioned  it  to  be  quite 
deferted,  fince  which  it  has  not 
been  polFible  to  repeople  it.  Along 
this  coaft,  as  far  as  BalUa,  which 
terminates  it,  we  find  nothing 
more  than  Alieria,  a! moft  de- 
ftroycd. 

You  may  conceive.  Sir,  how 
much  money  it  would  abforb  to 
render  fo  many  towns  and  port., 
all  eflenilal  ones,  of  any  ufe  ;  and 
at  which,  with  more  or  lefs  dan- 
ger, a  foreign  enemy  might  land, 
and  convey  fuccours  to  the  revolt- 
ed natives. 

The  villages  are  infinitely  more 
valuable  than  the  towns ;  they  are 
almofl  all  built  upon  little  moun- 


tains, and  in  fituations  fortified 
by  nature  ;  all  the  houfes  are  fur- 
nilhed  with  battlements,  arched 
ways,  and  terraces,  and,  being 
contiguous,  flank  and  defend  each 
other  ;  fo  that  each  of  thefe  places 
would  feem  to  require  a  fiege,  of 
which  we  have  had  a  fmall  fpeci- 
men  in  the  villages  of  Barbagio 
and  of  Patrimonio.  * 

Another  unavoidable  expence, 
which  would  likewife  be  enor- 
mous, is  that  of  the  roads  ;  which 
it  would  be  neceffary  to  open 
throughout  the  whole  ifland  :  in 
a  word,  our  engineers,  upon  a, 
grofs  calculation,  reckon  that  two 
hundred  millions  muft  be  facrificed 
to  put  the  iHand  of  Corfica  in  the 
moft  flourifhing  fituation.  There 
is  no  doubt  but  chat  it  would  one 
day  repay  the  cxpences  with  in- 
tereft  ;  but  are  we  able  to  form 
fuch  projeds  at  this  period  ?  This 
is  a  matter  that  muft  be  referred 
to  our  good  and  wife  minilters ; 
it  is  certain  that  every  thing  an- 
nounces the  dsfign  of  prefervinsr 
this  country,  by  the  troops  which 
arrive  here  every  day,  and  by  the 
eftabiiihments  of  all  kinds  that  are 
forming,  as  well  msritime,  as  mi- 
litary, and  municipal. 

The  magillracy  will  find  em- 
ployment enough  here.  In  1739-. 
at  the  time  ef  the  hrft  reduftion  of 
this  iiland  by  the  late  Marflial 
Maillebois,  there  were  already 
reckoned  28,000  affaffinations  com- 
mitted with  impunity.  You  may 
judge  how  many  have  happened 
fincc  that  period.  It  is  true  that 
Paoli  has  cftabliftied  a  kind  of  ju- 
dicature among  his  people,  but  he 
is  not  powerful  enough  to  be  ?ble 
to  exert  it  witfi  all  the  rigour 
which  the  ferocity  of  this  people 
would  require.  Accordingly,  po- 
pulation 
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pulation  ciminifhe,^  here  daily.  At 
thac  time  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants amounted  to  116,000  men; 
but  at  prefent  we  fiiould  not  cer- 
tainly find  an  equal  number  there. 
It  would  be  neccil'ary  to  re-eftablilh 
harmony  in  all  the  orders  of  the 
ftate,  confounded  togeiher.  The 
right  of  nobilicy  hzi  bet-n  taken 
away  by  the  Genoese  from  the 
molt  ancien:  famillei,  fo  that  there 
is  now  fcarce  any  ditrerence  be- 
tween thofe  who  have  formerly 
been  gentlemen,  and  the  peafants. 
There  were  no  more  offices,  no 
kind  of  education  for  children  ; 
and  the  republic  would  not  ad- 
■mit  them  to  any  ecclefiaflical  or 
military  dignities.  Their  new 
chief  has  repaired  all  thefe  difor- 
ders  as  well  as  he  was  able,  that 
is  to  fay,  he  has  prevented  them 
from  increafing  as  much  as  they 
otherwife  would.  fiis  precarious 
authority,  ever  tottering — his  life 
even  every  iniiant  in  danger- 
have  not  permitted  him  to  do  all 
•the  good  he  v/iflied,  and  of  which 
his  genius  and  wifdom  rendered 
him  capable. 

As  for  the  refl,  you  may  eafily 
conceive.  Sir,  by  this  account, 
from  whence  arifes  the  invincible 
hatred  of  the  Corncans  againll 
the  republic  :  the  latter  Teems  to 
have  exerted  every  eftbrt  to  de- 
itroy  thefe  people  ;  they  had  even 
forbidden  them  every  kind  of 
trade  :  annually  feized  upon  tj^eir 
oils  and  other  commodities  at  a 
very  low  price,  and  made  them_ 
pay  very  dear  for  fait,  iron,  cop- 
per, and  the  other  articles  they 
might  want.  In  a  word,  they 
were  treated  more  like  favages, 
v^hom  it  was  intended  to  exter- 
minate, than  like  fubjciSls  who 
were  to  be  proteftsd.     it  is  to  be 


/ 

hoped  that  our  character  of  mllc}- 
neis,  tiie  v.'ifdom  of  our  govern- 
ment, and  the  goodnefs  of  our 
laws,  will  repair  fo  many  evils, 
and  will  make  the  new  kingdom 
of  Corsica  fenfible  of  the  happi- 
nefs  of  living  under  the  dominion 
of  Lenvis  the  ijuell-helo-jed. 


The  Prefatorv  Intrcdu8ion  to 
Scheele'j  Chemical  Ohfa'vations 
and  Experiment s  on  Air,  and  Fire, 
IVritten  by  Sir  Torbern  -  Berg- 
man, (Knight  of  the  Order  af 
Wafa,  ProfeJ/lr  of  Chemijiiy  m 
iheVni^erfityof'Sj^izX,  F.  R.  S. 
ifc.  i^c.J 

THE  fcience  of  nature  feems 
_^  to  have  thre^  degrees.  The 
firil  fixes  our  attention  to  the  ouf- 
Jtdes,  and  teaches  us  to  coUeft  ex- 
ternal characters,  in  order  to  en- 
able us  to  difliniruifh  various  na- 
tural bodies;  and  this  is  the  pro- 
per objed  of  natural  hiftory.  If 
we  penetrate  fiill  deeper  by  our 
contemplation,  and  examine  the 
general  qualities  of  matter  (its  ex- 
tenfion,  impenetrability  and  tuts 
ineriifs)  in  regard  to  its  peculiar 
relations  ;  it  is  thst  which  is  com- 
monly called  natural  philofophy 
(Phyfica).  But  chemiltry  is  thg 
innermoj}  part,  fince  it  examines 
the  material  elements,  their  mix- 
tures, and  proportions  to  one  ano- 
ther. The  nrlt  teaches  us  the 
elementary  rudiments,  the  alpha- 
bet of  the  great  book  of  nature  ; 
the  fecond  inltrufts  in  fpelling  ; 
and  the  third,  to  read  dJUinftly. 
The  two  firft  therefore  are  no 
more  than  fubfidiary  fciences, 
which  conduft  us  to  the  laft,  as 
the  proper  great  objecl. 

Since    all     fingie    qualities    of 
§  bodies 
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IjoJIcs  depend  upon  their  ftrufture 
and  composition  ;  it  follows  ne- 
ceiTarily,  that  all  our  occupa- 
tions with  material  and  corporeal 
fubflanccs,  never  can  obtain  any 
degree  of  psrfeclion,  without  the 
afliuance  of  natural  philofophy. 
And  fmce  commonly  the  proper 
intention  of  our  occupadons  is  di- 
rected either  to  our  health,  the 
necelTaries  of  life,  or  our  com- 
fort, three  different  cJa/Tes  of 
praflical  fciences  are  from  thence 
derived,  medicine,  hufoandry,  and 
the  arts.  We  faall  in  the  moll 
concifvi  manner  conEder  the  ccn- 
neclion  of  cheraiftry  with  each  of 
them» 

In  the  times  when  chenif:ry 
v.'as  chitfly  founded  on  various 
nor.fenfical  hypothefes,  and  was 
neverthelefs  applied  with  a  blind 
zeal  and  the  moll:  perfeft  confi- 
dence not  only  to  the  cure  of  all 
infirmities  and  difeafes,  but  even 
to  the  obtaining  of  imn:ortaIity 
itfelf;  then  it  could  be  produc- 
tive of  nothing  but  detriment  and 
mifchief  i.'i  the  fcience  of  phyfic. 

We  have  no  knov.'ledge  of  bo^ 
dies  a  prior::  every  intelligence 
about  them,  muft  be  acquiied  by 
proper  obfervstions  and  experi- 
ments. But  to  difcover  and  pur- 
fue  iuch  experiments  as  really  il- 
lultrate  the  point  we  are  in  fearch 
of,  requires  not  only  flii.ll,  and. a 
peculiar  application,  but  alfa  the 
raoft  impartial  love  of  truth  ;  in 
order  not  to  be  enfnareJ  by  the 
pleafing  defire  of  drawing  general 
concluiions  from  a  few  Jiu'a  of 
precarious  certainty.  It  lefleni  no 
doubt  our  trouble,  and  flatters 
our  vanity,  to  be  able  to  difolole 
in  a  moment  the  whole  courfe  of 
'  'tare.     Man  is  befides  naturally 

-iolent,    and    much    inclined    to 


be  captivated  by  imagination  more 
than  by  reality.  The  confcflioa 
therefore,  that  we  rcalJy  know  no 
more  than. what  we  know,  is  even 
in  our  days,  when  the  experimen- 
tal method  is  confidered  as  the 
only  right  and  true  method,  very 
dirticnk  and  humiliating  :  but 
fnice  all  fciences  have  their  roads 
of  error,  their  abufes  and  follies 
(which  unfortunately  always  fe- 
duce  the  greater  part  of  mankind) 
it  is  chiefly  owing  to  this  preci- 
pitation and  fancy,  that  fuch 
iiionflers  are  produced. 

Every  thing  going  forward  in 
our  body,  is  done  either  in  a 
mechanical  or,  in  a  chemical  way  ; 
fince  the  operations  of  the  imma- 
terial foul  having  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  Our  food  is  difloived 
and  changea  on  its  road  in  paf- 
fing  from  the  raouth,  through  the 
ftomacb,  entrails  and  other  in- 
tcftines,  by  means  of  the  fJiva, 
the  liquor  gajlricust  the  gall,  the 
chyle,  &c.  fo  that  in  fevcral 
places  various  matters  are  pre- 
pared, all  of  which  are  neceflary 
for  the  increafc  and  fupport  of 
the  m.ichinp !  The  lungs  more- 
over add  by  their  conftant  motion, 
various  fubtle  particles  by  means 
of  the  abiorbing  vcflVls,  and  again 
by  the  exhaling  -vejj'ils,  carry  oiV 
others.  The  kail  irregularity  in 
all  thefe  natural  functions.  Jays 
of  courfe  the  foandaiioa  for  many 
infirmities  and  difeafes.  Thefs 
ought  to  be  prevented  or  cured 
by  fuch  medicines  as  have  nothing 
noxious  in  other  refpecls  capable 
of  obllrufting  the  main  tendency, 
and  which  contain  nothing  fuper- 
lluous  ;  for  if  they  were  even  in 
themfelvcs  harralefs,  they  n»ight 
however  become  hurtful  by  their 
quantity.       It     is     therefore    no 
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doubt  a  great  advantage,  to  be 
able  to  concentrate  the  powers  of 
feveral  ounces  into  a  few  grains. 

Did  we  exadly  know,  after  che- 
mical principles,  the  natural  func- 
tions poing  forward  in  the  body, 
the  caufes  of  difeafes,  and  the 
efi'eds  of  medicines  ;  chemiltry 
would  inoft  certainly  operate  mi- 
racles. 

But  I  forefee  already  what  may 
be  objected  to  this  aflertion  with 
fome  reafon,  viz.  "  Though  fuch 
knowledge  would  be  a  moft  excel- 
lent thing,  it  would  however  be 
rather  the  objefl  of  wifhcs  than 
fuch  as  might  be  fuppofed  or 
hoped  for :  in  the  human  body 
every  operation  goes  forward  very 
fecretly ;  nor  is  there  any  glafs 
window  to  admit  the  refearches 
of  the  inquifitive  :  it  is  by  no 
means  right  to  play  with  the  lives 
of  men  J,  and  it  would  be  highly 
unjuftifiable  to  fendanger  them  by 
uncertain  experiments,  &c."  I 
reply,  this  is  perfectly  right  ;  at 
the  fame  time  it  by  no  means 
juilifies  us  in  negle£ling  the  right 
means  of  obtaining  information ; 
End  ftill  lefs  in  treating  them  with 
contempt.  Whatfoever  is  diffi- 
cult, is  not  therefore  impofiible 
always.  The  more  inveftigation 
aviJ  trouble  an  invention  cofts, 
the  more  honour  may  be  obtain- 
ed by  it  ;  efpecially  if  it  has  for 
its  objedt,  health,  the  moft  pre- 
cious enjoyment  a  man  can  be 
b'eJfed  with.  If  a  man  be  only 
poiTelfed  of  a  truly  fundamental 
knowledge,  many  things  may  be 
difcovered  without  the  leaft  dan- 
ger. Higher  chemiftry  has  dif- 
covered many  and  various  new 
manipulations,  and  by  recalling 
to  our  minds  one  or  the  other  in- 
ilance,    wc    ihall    be    enabled    to 


judge  what  more  may  with  reafon 
be  expeded. 

Several  kinds  of  difeafes  fpread 
devaftation  over  extcnfive  coun- 
tries, over  people  of  all  ranks  and 
denominations  ;  without  being 
however  infeftious  in  themfelves. 
Thefe  cannot,  properly  fpeaking, 
be  derived  from  the  mode  of  liv- 
ing ;  which  in  thofe  who  are  at- 
tacked with  the  evil,  is  widely 
different  ;  there  mull  therefore 
exift  a  general  caufe,  which  af- 
fefts  equally  the  richer  and  the 
poorer.  The  atmofphere  is  the  fame 
for  all ;  during  feveral  years  its 
weight  and  temperature  have  been 
obferved ;  and  this  has  furnifhed 
feveral  explications,  which  how- 
ever are  not  fatisfadory  for  the 
explanation  of  all  its  phaenomena. 
Its  conftituent  parts  therefore 
ought  to  be  better  known.  The 
vapours  and  heterogeneous  parti- 
cles, are  diiferent  in  regard  to 
quantity,  as  well  as  to  quality. 
Befides  chemiftry  teaches  us,  that 
this  elaftic  fluid  furrounding  oar 
globe,  is  at  all  times,  and  every 
where,  a  compound  of  three  very 
diiferent  fubftances,  wz.  of  good 
air,  foul  air,  and  aerial  acid. 
The/r/?  is  called  by  Dr.  Prieftley, 
if  not  wrongly,  however  fome- 
what  improperly,  phlogijlicated  air. 
Mr.  Scheele  calls  it  with  more  rea- 
fon empyreal  air,  (fire  air)  fince 
this  alone  gives  life  to  fire,  when 
the  other  two  kinds  of  air  extin- 
guifh  the  flame  of  a  candle  or  fire. 
The  laft  kind  is  commonly  called 
Jixed  air  :  but  I  flatter  myfelf  to 
have  fatisfaftorily  proved  by  ex- 
periments, that  it  is  a  peculiar 
acid.  The  nature  of  the  Jii-J} 
kind,  has  as  yet  been  very  little 
inveftigated  ;  however  by  analogy 
it  feems  to    be  hardly   any  thing 

but 
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but  good  air,  which  is  corrupted 
either  by  a  Superfluity  of  inflam- 
mable fubrtance,  or  perhaps  by  a 
want  of  it.  It  will  however  be 
lliil  difficult  to  decide  which  of  the 
two  above  propolitions  is  the  true 
one. — Of  thefe  three  divifions, 
the  aerial  ncid  always  bears  the  leaft 
proportion,  and  fcarcely  makes  the 
fineenth  part  of  the  bulk  of  the 
atmofphere,  at  lealt  on  the  furface 
ot  our  globe  :  the  foul  air  is  al- 
ways in  the  greatelt  proportion  ; 
and  by  far  more,  than  the  pure  or 
good  air. 

The  various  efrefls  of  each  of 
thefe  three  fubilances  upon  ani- 
mal bodies  are  ftiil  involved  in 
impenetrable  darknefs. — 1  he  good 
air  nc  for  refpiration,  ought  how- 
ever to  be  excellent  in  its  opera- 
tions, fince  without  it,  it  is  im- 
pollible  to  live.  It  has  been  be- 
lieved, that  it  contained  an  in- 
difpenfibly  necelfary  vivifying 
tuod  ;  which  never  has  been  prov- 
ed, at  leaft  it  Teems  not  to  be  of 
an  eltMric  nature-  It  might  per- 
haps foon  be  poffible  to  decide  by 
experiments,  whether  this  gi^'od 
air  carries  off  noxious,  efpecially 
pl.lcgiltic  particles  ;  fince  the  air 
which  has  been  expired  from  the 
lungs  is  unfit  for  refpir.ition,  and 
is  fiinilar  to  that  which  has  been 
phlogilHcated. — We  ihall  then 
likcvvife  be  informed,  whether 
that  wbirh  makes  the  oreater 
part  cf  the  atmofphere,  it  it  be 
infpircd  by  itfelf,  becomes  fatal, 
for  the  reafon  that  it  has  been 
prcvioufly  faturated  with  hetero- 
geneous bodies,  and  is  thence  in- 
capacitat^-d  for  carrying  otf  any 
panicles  from  the  lungs. — I'erhaps 
the  ?.erial  acid  becomes  an  unfit 
Vehicle  for  thefe  articles,  and  is 
ilfelf    originally     foimed    without 
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them  ;  however  it  is  not  yet  afcer- 
tained  in  what  manner  this  air 
afts;  but  thus  much  is  certain, 
that  it  deflroys  all  irritability.  I 
have,  from  aniirals  killed  by  it, 
before  they  were  grown  cold  ex- 
trafted  the  heart,  in  which  it  was 
impodible  to  raife  the  leaft  irri- 
tability, either  with  the  moll  pow- 
erful menjlrua,  or  the  fire,  or 
fcalpels.  If  mufcular  fibres  were 
the  chief  caufe  of  the  motion  of 
the  lungs,  it  would  not  be  diffi- 
cult to  find  out  the  uhimate  caufe 
of  death  ;  but  fince  its  ilruclure  is 
formed  of  quite  different  fub- 
ftances,  the  greateft  difficulties 
prefent  themfelves.  By  experi- 
ments, however,  it  might  be  eafy 
to  afcertain,  whether  the  aerial 
acid  and  foul  air  ad  in  the  fame 
manner.  It  would,  therefore,  be 
necelTary  to  invelligate,  whether 
irritability  (by  all  appearance  fo 
very  ncceffary  for  the  whole  oeco- 
nomy  of  animal  bodies)  is  not 
jikewife  deftroved  in  fuch  ani- 
mals as  have  been  fuff^ocated  and 
killed  inllantaneoufly  by  that  air, 
which  had  been  corrupted  by  re- 
fpiration,  fire,  or  other  means. 
Since  the  air  returning  from  the 
lungs,  by  expiration,  is  always 
blended  with  aerial  acid  ;  it  would 
be  neceiTjry,  in  order  to  avoid  all 
ambiguity,  entirely  to  ixtt  the 
foul  air  of  the  aerial  acid  by 
means  of  lime  vater,  before  any 
experiments  were  m^de  with  it. 
1  hope  foon  to  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  making  tht-m.  \i  then, 
contrary  to  cxpeN^^.ition,  the  re- 
fult  Ihews,  that  they  both  aft  in 
the  fame  manner,  it  would  feem- 
ingly  follow  fro-.n  thence,  that 
thcfc  two  fluids,  fo  very  diftintk 
in  their  nature,  ad  however  by 
the  fame  common  unfituefs,  cither 
G  for 
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for  carrying  ofF  from  the  langs 
the  noxious  particles,  or  intro- 
ducing into  them  a  vivihing /«- 
Lulum,  —  But  however  noxious 
aerial  acid  is  for  found  lungs,  it 
•is  neverthelefs  of  great  utility  in 
the  prima-  •via.  Purulent  lungs 
not  only  bear  aerial  acid,  but 
they  are  even  cured  by  ic;  and  no 
fboner  is  the  cure  periormed,  than 
its  inhalation  becomes  again  dan- 
gerous,— But  though  there  be  ever 
lo  much  left  for  invefligation,  we 
may  apply  that  for  ufe  v^hich  luis 
already  been  difcovercd.  It  is  for 
inlhmce  well  known,  that  the  air 
cf  the  atmofphere  may  be  ex- 
amined in  regard  to  its  iitnefs  for 
refpiratio  n  ;  a  difcovery  which 
bids  fair  to  yield,  in  a  very  fhort 
time,  the  mod  important  illuftra- 
tions.  If  fuch  pbfervations  were 
made  at  the  fame  time  in  dwell- 
ing-rooms, infirmaries,  and  the 
open  air,  and  were  continued  with 
fome  degree  of  accuracy,  we 
fhould  certainly  difcover  thecaufes 
cf  many  phzenc-mena,  which  hi- 
therto have  remained  inexplica- 
ble. Thus  much  we  know  al- 
ready ;  that  wounds  and  ulcers 
are  with  difiicuity  kept  from  go- 
ing into  mortification  in  corrupt- 
ed, foul  air;  whereas  on  the  other 
fide,  the  immenfely  acute  pains  ac- 
companying the  cancer  (that  dread- 
ful ailment)  are  in  a  few  days  not 
only  mitigated  and  aflwaged  by 
the  external  ufe  of  fjerial  acid, 
but  the  loathfome  aperture  is  aifo 
confiderably  diminiftied.  —  The 
compafs  of  a  preface  not  only 
prevents  me  from  entering  into  a 
fuller  difcuflion  of  this  important 
fubjed,  but  alfo  from  producing 
more  inftances  of  its  utility ;  1 
cannot  help,  however,  mentioning 
in  a  few  words  onlv,  that  the  ob- 


fcrvations  on  aerial  acid  have  al- 
ready fpread  a  new  light  on  the 
method  of  effaying  and  imitating, 
by  art,  medicated  waters ;  and 
on  their  application  and  ufe  ia 
the  cure  of  the  fcurvy,  and  other 
internal  putrid  difeafes. — The  true 
analyfis  of  the  calculi  from  the 
kidneys  and  bladder,  has  enabled 
us  to  judge  with  precifion  of  the 
bert  remedies  againil  the  gravel. 
The  difcovery  of  the  inner  conlli- 
tution  of  arfenic,  made  us  better 
acquainted  with  the  manner  by 
which  its  dreadful  efFeds  are  pro- 
duced }  and  thereby  the  bell 
means  were  pointed  out,  both  to 
extingui(h  its  poifonous  quality, 
and  likewife  to  mitigate  and  di- 
rect its  effedl  for  better  purpofes. 
How  fimplified  are  at  prefent 
many  compounded  remedies  ;  and 
how  fafe,  and  little  perilous,  are 
many  preparations  of  the  moll 
acrid  and  corrofive  fubftances  ? 
How  many  abfurd  mixtures,  de- 
compounding and  counterading 
themfelves,  have  not  of  late  been 
rejeiSted  ?  How  many  falfe  theories 
of  difeafes,  and  their  caufes,  are 
there  not  daily  expofed,  and 
fljewn  to  be  without  any  foun- 
dation, by  means  of  chemiftry  ? 
Sugir  was  fald  to  contain  lime, 
in  order  to  account  for  certain  ef- 
feds  afcribed  to  fugar  ;  though  it 
contains  not  an  atom  of  it.  The 
calculi  of  the  kidneys  and  the 
bladder  were  faid  to  be  calcareous  ; 
though  they  contain  at  the  moll 
only  one  half  of  calcareous  fub- 
llance.  Andfoin  many  more  in- 
ilances,  which  it  would  be  too  te- 
dious to  enumerate.  Lalliy,  how 
would  it  be  poflible  to  difcover  and 
to  fubjed  to  controul  the  various 
f?oJirums,  quack-medicines,  cheats, 
negleds,    and   o  iher  monfters    of 
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the  medical  fcience  without  the 
application  of  a  chemical  analy- 
iis  ?  The  mui^-.s  were  not  without 
reafon  though:  to  be  fillers ;  and 
they  are  a  moft  excellent  emblem 
of  that  harmonic  union,  by  which 
all  the  fciences  mutually  adift  one 
another;  and  without  which  they 
never  can  attain  any  degree  of  per- 
feO-ion. 

Next  to  health,  there  is  no- 
thing more  pr^ling  and  neceffary 
than  common  food.  In  order  to 
convince  us  of  the  u'.ility  produced 
by  chemillry  in  regard  to  the  ne- 
ctiffaries  of  life,  we  iTiall  only 
take  a  view  oi  ag.  kulture,  that 
moft  antient  and  noolc  occupa- 
tion. If  we  confult  Columella, 
and  many  of  the  moil  antient  writ- 
ers on  hufba'idiy,  we  find  to  our 
humiliation  and  flsame,  that  they 
were  hs  well  inftrutfted  as  uj,  if 
not  better;  though  in  later  times 
fo  much  pains  have  been  talten, 
fo  many  encouragements  have 
been  given,  and  fo  many  rewards 
have  been  difiributed. — This  ought 
to  be  confjdered  in  the  following 
manner.  The  great  Lord  of  na- 
ture has  fo  bountifully  taken  care 
of  u',  that  corn  grows  withoiU 
any  great  care  and  knowledge. 
The  improvements  which  this  art 
in  general  is  capable  of  from  ex- 
perience and  collcflcd  ex '^  cri- 
men t,  are  likewife  foon  enough 
acquired  ;  and  in  this  ftate  it  re- 
mains till  the  fcience  of  nature 
throws  a  new  light  upon  it.  'I'hey 
are  two  very  difiinft  thing-,  to 
raiie  corn  on  ascertain  piece  of 
ground,  and  !o  raife  as  much 
corn  as  will  poflibly  grow  there: 
— The  l.ift  defiJeratum  is  not  al- 
ways obtained  by  ploughing, 
ditching  and  manuring  ;  for  be- 
iides  thefe  mechanical  opcrauons. 


there  are  two  things  more  req-jjr- 
ed :  fuch  a  miituie  as  will  af- 
ford to  the  vegetables  not  only 
proper  nourifhment;  but  aHo  iucK 
a  one  as  keeps  humidity  as  long 
as  the  ufual  drought  makes  it  re- 
quifite;  for  nothing  grows,  even 
in  the  moft  exquihte  foil,  with- 
out water.  The  bell  compound, 
therefui-e,  ought  to  be  adapted  to 
the  nature  of  the  foil,  the  expo- 
fure,  the  climate,  and  the  com- 
mon tcmperjtare  of  the  weather; 
as  I  have  proved  more  at  large  in 
another  place. — In  the  mean  time 
it  will  be  e.ifiiy  found,  that  che- 
miilry  is  of  the  fame  importajice 
to  agricuKure  and  all  the  more 
particular  branches  of  rural  ceco- 
nomy,  that  aitronomy  is  to  naviga- 
tion. 

The  arts  and  mechanical  trades 
are  occupied  with  the  melioration 
cf  raw  materials.  One  part  of 
them,  from  beginning  to  end,  is 
a  feries  of  chemical  operations ; 
others  are  more  mechanical  ; 
however,  there  is  hardly  ore  of 
them  which  contains  not  one  or 
more  problems  whofe  more  per- 
fetl:  folution  depends  upon  che- 
miftry  only.  What  a  number  of 
years  mult  have  elapfjd  before 
they  arrived  by  chance  only,  or 
by  unpremeditated  experiments, 
to  their  prclent  perfection;  or  be-  • 
fore  they  learned  to  avoid  all  oc- 
curring inconveniences.  A  per- 
fect knowledge  of  the  raw  mate- 
rials, often  furniihc;:  the  beU  in- 
Urudtions,  in  a  dir'ft  w;y.  And 
it  has  been  hitherto  a  great  mif- 
foriune,  that  the  praililical  part  of 
the  arts  has  been  kept  very  fe- 
crct :  but  fince  the  French  Acade^ 
my  of  Sciences  has  begun  to  re- 
move this  obllacle,  we  have  the 
moft  certain  evpeflations  of  their 
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quick  and  amazing  progrefs,  by 
the  afiiftance  of  the  fcience  of  na- 
ture. Without  the  knowledge  of  the 
true  caufes  and  their  conneiiion?, 
it  is  impoflible  either  to  obviate  or 
to  remove  all  the  obftacles  arifing 
from  chance  or  accidental  circuai- 
ftances. 

From  what  has  been   faid   in    a 
few   words,  it  muft   evidently  ap- 
pear, that  chcmillry,  in  a  peculiar 
manner^  throws   a  great    light   on 
all    mechanical    trades    concerned 
with   corporal    fubllances. — How- 
ever   the   property   of   the   fubje£l 
itfelf  feems  to   prefcribe   limits  to 
this   fcience.     The    quality   of  our 
fenfes,  even  when  affifted  and  im- 
proved    by    art,    will   not    let    us 
penetrate  farther  than  to  a  certain 
point.     The  fubtlenefs  of  our  in- 
llruments  is  infuflicient,    and    the 
beft   become  at   laft    ufelefs.     All 
thefe  difficulties  are  flill   more  in- 
creafed,  from  the  moll  fubtie  par- 
ticles  which   cannot  well  fall  un- 
der the   examination   of  our    bare 
fenfes,  having  not  only  the  great- 
eft  adhelion,   and  confequently  ex- 
ercifing  the  greateft  refiilance  to  the 
attempts  of  dividing  them,  but  alfo 
affording    the    molt   efi'edual    and 
active  means  for  this  end.     How 
imperfedt,  therefore,  muft   be  our 
inoft    perfect    knowledge    of    the 
jnyfteries  of  nature  ? 

This  is  all  perfectly  right ;  and 
the  preteniion  is  fupremely  filly, 
to  be  able  at  a  future  period  to 
inveliigate  the  firft  power;,  which 
the  Creator  has  eftablilhed  at  the 
creation  and  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  material  world.  Such  a 
fcience  is  too  abfrrufe,  and  reaches 
beyond  our  attainment ;  it  is  re- 
ferved  for  the  power  of  the  Crea- 
tor, and  not  for  that  of  a  crea- 
ture,— But  it  by   no  means  fol- 


lows, that  chemiftry  Ihould  not 
be  able  to  difclofe  to  our  eyes 
many  a  fcene  of  wonders.  Could 
we  only  difcover  with  certainty, 
the  elementary  principles  of  bodies 
(princ  p  3  proxima)  together  with 
their  coineftions  and  proportions, 
chemiftry  would  be  able  to  do  great 
things. 

Frum   the    moft    early   periods, 
certain  fubllances  were  thought  to 
be  fo  fimple,  that  art  gave   up  all 
hopes  of  analyfjng  them   any  fur- 
ther,    and    ihei'e    were    therefore 
confidered   as    the   jlamina   prima. 
Such  are  more  efpeciaily  the   four 
Ariftotelic  elements,  earth,  water, 
air,  and  fire  :    to  difcover  the  com- 
pofition  of  which  is  the  bufinefs  of 
higher  and    more    refined    chemi- 
ftry.    Let    us   therefore    examine, 
whether  all  hopes  are  entirely  lolt 
of  difcovering  any   thing   here. — 
Earth  is  the  fixed  principle,  which 
remains  after  the  fire  has   exerted 
its    deftroying     power     againft    a 
body,  and  which  is  not  foluble  in 
water  in  the  common  way.     This 
is  the  coarfeft  of  all  the  four  com- 
mon  elements,  and  makes   but  a 
fmall  part  of  the   bodies.     What- 
ever   analyfis    has    hitherto   been 
able    to    eftablifti    with   certainty, 
may  be  reduced  to  this ;  that  earth 
(which  after  all   proves    to   be  of 
difi'erent    fubftances)      is     by     no 
means   the   fame   matter,  nor    ho- 
mogeneous,   but    a    compound    of 
feveral  ;  and  is  found   to   be  more 
or  lefs  of  a  faline  nature,  at  leaft 
it  is  fo  on  the  furfaceof  our  globe, 
in    its    moft     pure    flate.      fhere 
have  been  found   fix  different  fpe- 
cies ;    having    all   quite    different 
properties,     and     which    hitherto 
have    neither  been  decompounded 
into  more  fimple,  nor  been  chang- 
ed into  another  :  viz,  I.  I^t  earth 
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ff  the  ponderous  /par  ;  2.  calca- 
reous earth  ;  3 .  magnejia  ;  4.  clay  ; 
5.  Jlliceous  earth  ;  and  6.  f^^r//6  ^/^ 
^^7«j.  I  have  in  another  place 
mentioned  the  charaderiiHcs  of 
them.  —  Whether  thefe,  which  till 
a  further  invefligation  may  be 
called  primitiije  earths,  are  really 
difterent,  or  only  varieties  of  the 
fnme,  I  cannot  tell  ;  the  lall  opi- 
nion feems  to  be  the  moft  fimple. 
I  have  however  before  obferved 
the  dangerous  error  of  limiting 
the  order  of  nature  to  our  confined 
ideas.  The  conclufion  ought  not 
to  be  formed  before  the  premifes 
are  afcertained  by  experiments. 
Patience  and  afiiduous  applicatioa 
may  perhaps  in  future  times  make 
difcoveries  ;  fincc  we  have  at  leaft 
fome  conHderable  number  of  no- 
tions about  their  properties,  by 
which  a  great  deal  is  already 
gained. — But  llnce  the  acid  of 
fluor  and  water,  meeting  one  ano- 
ther in  the  form  of  vapours,  coa- 
gulate into  filiceous  earth  ;  and 
acid  of  arfenic  with  phloi;illon 
coagulate  into  Jolid  white  arlenic  ; 
there  is  fome  indication  that  ter- 
reous  fubllances,  as  well  as  me- 
tallic calxes,  may  be  confldercd 
in  their  firli:  principles  as  acids; 
which  in  the  firft  cafe  are  become 
fixed  by  water,  and  in  the  lalt  by 
phlogilion.  Thus  much  at  leait 
is  certain,  that  nature  has  indi- 
cated itfelf  to  be  poffeffed  of  an 
abundance  and  variety  of  acids ; 
and  that  it  particularly  employs 
them  in  its  variou>  operations. 

Water  is  ftill  more  fubtle,  and 
with  more  difiiculty  decompound- 
ed.— Upon  more  accurate  exami- 
nation we  find,  that  the  experi- 
ments according  to  which  it  was 
imagined,  that  water  could  be 
changed   into    earth,    do    by    no 


means  prove  that  which  in  the 
beginning  had  been  fufpefted  of 
them.  Jt  is  generally  known, 
that  heat  caufes  peculiar  changes 
in  water.  The  particles  of  water 
ftrongly  attraft  the  particles  of 
heat ;  and  cJfter  they  have  been 
charged  with,  or  enveloped  by  a 
certain  quantity  of  them,  this 
compounded  matter  becomes  fo 
eafily  moveable,  that  its  furface 
endeavours  conflantly  to  form  a 
horizontal  line;  it  has  a  great  fi- 
milarity  with  a  fubtle  earth  melt- 
ed by  fire.  If  you  diminifh  the 
heat,  by  which  operation  the  fur- 
face  of  the  particles  either  come 
in  contaft  and  by  their  friftion 
hinder  this  reciprocal  motion,  or 
the  elallicity  and  power  of  repul- 
fion  is  fufficiently  diminiilied  by 
the  feparation  of  one  of  thcfe  ele- 
mentary principles,  then  the  mafs 
becomes  indurated  and  ice  is 
formed.  It  is  not  yet  determin- 
ed, which  of  thefe  caufes  is  here 
prevalent.  If  ice  is  to  be  melted, 
a  quantity  of  the  employed  heat 
is  loit,  amounting  to  very  near 
72"^  of  our  thermometers,  and 
forms  a  kind  of  faturation  ;  fo 
that  its  efFeft  is  concealed  by  its 
union  with  the  ice,  almoll  in  the 
fame  manner  as  if  an  acid  were 
hindered  from  exercifing  its  cha- 
raderiltic  pioperties  by  a  fatura- 
tion with  alkalies.  The  fame 
takes  place  with  quick-lime:  it 
contains  heat,  which  is  ina^live 
till  a  ftronger  eleiftive  attradion 
fets  free  and  expels  it.  By  the 
abforpiion  of  72*^  of  heat,  ice  is 
made  fluid  ;  that  v.hich  it  receives 
beyond  it  is  fuperfluous  ;  which 
may  be  eafily  obferved,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  in  adding  an  acid 
to  a  neutral  fait  :  the  water  ex- 
pands, grows  warmer,  more  fub- 
G  3  ;lc. 
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tie,  more  penetrating,    moveable, 
and    light.      if    the    quantity    of 
heat    is   accumulaied    till    it     be- 
comes   equal    to    100°,    it    is    dif- 
folved   into  elailic   vapours  ;  fome 
of    which    are    already    generated 
before  the  deiree  of  heac  is  equal 
to    100°;    but  fo    much    the  lefs, 
the  lefs  the    quantity  of  heat  ex- 
ceeds   the  abovementioned  degree 
of  faturation. In   the  very  mo- 
ment  they  are  feparated  from  the 
mafb   it  cools  J   for   all  evaporation 
generates   cold.      Does    this    cold 
ariie  becaufe  the  ijicreafed  vtlume 
requires    more    to    its    faturation, 
and  can   in   confequence   of  its  ef- 
fed,  fjX  more  heat   than   before  ? 
Or  is  the  heat,   (which  was  united 
to  the.  water  and  was  increafed^  to 
a  certain  degree)    now  enabled  to 
confolidate    itfelf    clofer     and    in 
greater  abundance,    and   to  carry 
oil  in  confequence  that  part  of  the 
water    which  is    neareft    at   hand  ? 
——This  is  what  experiments  have 
taught    us    of   the   conipofuion    of 
water  ;  plainly  demonftrating  that 
it   by  no   means   ought  to   be  con- 
fidered  as  a  fimple  fubllance. 

I  have  before  mentioned  fomc- 
tbing  about  air,  and  proved,  thst 
the  lubltance  commonly  called  by 
that  name,  is  by  no  means  a  fim- 
ple and  homogeneous  body.  I 
need  not  likewife  be  prolix  on 
this,  and  the  thus  called  fourth 
eleiiicnt  or  fire  ;  fince  thefe  two 
are  the  objefts  of  the  following 
performance  ;— whofe  author,  Mr. 
ijcheeie,  has  great  merit  in  che- 
mifiry  by  feveral  important  dif- 
coveries ;  all  his  inquiries  ihew- 
ing  not  only  his  reflection  and 
reafoning,  but  alfo  a  peculiar  ikill 
an !  peifeverance  in  inveuigating 
truih,  bo'.h  by  analyfis  and  by 
fynthefis.     i^cwion^   difcovery   to 


divide    light    (the   infinitely    fub- 
tle   light)    into  colours,  has  open- 
ed  the   way  to  many  very  curious 
myllericb  of  nature,  tho-.igh  it  was 
no   more  than  a  mechanical    divi- 
fion.    Mr.  Scheele  difclofes  a  more 
fubtle,   becaufe  a  cht  mical  analy- 
fis ;    which    inllrufts    us   not   only 
about  light,    but  alfo  about   fire, 
v.'hofe     explic:ition     has     hitherto 
been  the  crux  philofopkift,     i  have, 
with    feveral  alterations,    repeated 
his  principal  experiment  on  which 
he    grcands    his    doftrine    on    this 
fubjedt,  and  found  ihem  pe-iec>ly 
accurate.      I'hough   in    jome    lefs 
material     circumltances    a    nearer 
confirmation    migh:    become     ne- 
ccflary ;    it  does    however   no   in- 
jury  to   the   main    fubjeft;    which 
is  grounded  on  fevcra!  correfpond- 
ing  experiments. — Heat,  fire,  and 
light  are,  in  regard  to  the  elemen- 
tary    principle,     the     fame     with 
good  air  and  phlogillon  ;   but  their 
proportion,   and  perhaps  the  man- 
ner   of    their    compofition,    caufe 
the    great    difference.     Phlogillon 
feetns     to    be    a    real     elementary 
principle,   which  enters  the   chief 
part  of  fubilances,   and  adheres  to 
them  moft  obllinately.     There  are 
feveral   means  to   feparate  it   more 
or  lefs  perfedtly  :  of  thofe  known 
fubfiances,    good   air   is   moft    ac- 
tive ;    for  which   reafon,   I  put  its 
fign  at  the  very  top  of  the  column 
of  plilogifton    in    my    new    table 
of    actradionS  ;     what     it    cannot 
do     fuudeniy,     is     however     done 
gradually    by    the  intervention  of 
favourable  circumflances. 

iiow  interefting  the  more  re- 
fined chemiftry  is,  will  not  be  ne- 
ccfiary  to  prove  more  circumllan- 
tially  on  the  prcfent  occafion.  It 
requires  a  great  deal  of  prejudice, 
or  the  greatell:  ignorance,  to  treat 

it 
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it  with  contempt  under  the  fpe- 
cious  pretence  of  unnecelTary  re- 
finement and  fubtleties.  Earth, 
water,  air,  heat,  light,  and  many 
more  fuch  fubtle  fubllances  are 
every  where  to  be  met  with  ;  and 
as  long  as  their  properties  re- 
main unknown,  the  efFeds  both 
of  nature  and  art  muit  remain 
involved  in  the  molt  perfeit  ob- 


fcurity.  Jn  Chemiftry,  there  are 
none  of  the  veritaies  otiofa  ;  the 
leall;  pliajnomenon,  when  ex- 
amined in  all  its  caufcs,  is  always 
connected  with  other;  of  the  great- 
e!t  importance  ;  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, that  every  thing  is  ftievvn 
conneded  in  the  great  ceconomy 
of  nature. 
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Chfer^aticns  on  the  Djfentery  of  the 
Weil-Indies,  by  "B.  Moleley, 
Surgeon  at  Kingtlon  in  Jamaica  ; 
nuith  his  ne<w  and  fuccejsful  Man- 
ner of  treating  it, 

THE  caufes   of  all    difeafes, 
well    undcrftood    and    pro- 
perly   confKiered,    point   to   their 

cure.- It   is  an  obfervation    of 

the  great  Sydenham,  that  *'  be 
nevtr  was  at  a  lofb  to  prefcribe  for 
a  dileaie,  when  he  knew  the 
caufeofit;"  and  that  he  always 
prelcribed  with  caution  until  he 
had  found  it. 

The  diforder  in  queflion  has 
been,  1  believe,  more  ccnfidered 
from  its  efFefts,  its  remoie,  and 
ccncutring  caufes,  than  Irom  its 
immediate  caufe:— hence  we  may 
account  for  the  inefficacy  of  the 
various  attempts  to  cure  it. 

The  pen  of  writers  has  done 
little  more  in  the  bloody-flux, 
than  record  the  times  and  places 
vhen  and  where  it  proved  moft 
fatal ;  the  appearance  it  put  on  ; 
'its  fymptom:^  ;  its  devaflation  ; 
variety  of  modes  of  treatment 
that  had  no  certain  fuccefs  ;  now 
and  then  a  remarkable  cafe,  and 
the  phsenomena  difcovered  on  dif- 
fering the  dead. 


The   great   author   above-men- 
tioned,    lollowing     nature    as    an 
unerring  guide,    never  Hopped  at 
efFeds,    but  proceeded   on    to  the 
caufes  of  difeafes  ;   and  affilled  the 
means   employed  by  nature  to  re- 
move them  J   or  fubiiitute  a  fafer 
and     better    method  ; — to    which 
principle    the    world    is    indebted 
for    that    ineftimable    work    that 
can   only  perifh   with   it  ;   a  work 
founded  in  nature,   on  a  bafis  ap- 
plicable to  all  climes  ;    that  Hands 
as  the  Palladium  of  phyfic   againll 
the  fupcrltitious  errors  of  the  mid- 
dle ages,   and   the   ingenious  chi- 
meras of  later  times  : — he  difco- 
vered  the    dyfentery    to   be,    "  a 
fever  of  the  fcafon,  or  of  its    cwn 
kind,   turned  ini.iards  upon  the  in- 
tefiines ;'    and    yet    his    fucceflbrs 
have  made   but    little  farther   ufe 
of  this   excellent   aphorifm,   than 
quoting   ir,    as     their    rules    laid 
down  for  treating  the  difeafe  fuf- 
ficiently  prove. 

In  the  courfe  of  twelve  years 
experience  in  this  iiland,  and  from 
every  account  I  have  been  able  to 
procure  from  all  parts  of  the 
Weil-Indies,  I  have  invariably 
found  the  truth  of  Sydenham's  opi- 
nion ;  and  have  remarked  that  as 
the  flux  diftinguifhes,  by  the  num- 
ber 
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ber  of  flools,  the  quantity,  fo  it 
doss  the  ll.-ite  of  the  fever  of  the 
fcafon,  when  it  prevails,  or  of 
the  fubjecl  difeafed  ;  the  ftools 
being  more  frequent  at  thofe 
hours  when  fevers  are  in  their  ex- 
acerbation, and  the  reverfe  when 
in  their  remilHon  ;  befides,  their 
alternate  fucceaion  is  frequently 
obferved, — nor  can  it  be  doubted 
that  this  /efer,  like  moH:  others, 
is  caufed  by  obJlruSied  pofpiralion  ; 
not  confined  to  cold,  hoc,  wet, 
or  dry  feafons,  particular  food, 
water,  liquors,  or  fruit ;  but 
chiefly  depending  on  fudden  tran- 
fitions,  and  fuch  other  caufes,  as 
expofe  people  to  have  this  dif- 
charge  hallily  flopped. 

I  know  that  writers  lay  great 
nrefs  on  exciting,  and  internal 
pre-difpofing  caufes  ;  heat  and 
moillure  ;  putrid  ferments  ;  in- 
fedion,  &c.  &c. — but,  upon  a 
ftrift  examination,  we  Ihall  find, 
that  there  has  been  too  much  at- 
tention employed  on  thefe  imagi- 
nary tircumllances,  whilit  the  im- 
mediate caufe,  or  primum  mobile  re- 
mains unnoticed.  It  is  not  to  be 
doubted,  that  a  conjunifl  caufe  is 
necefliary,  otherwife  obftrudted  per- 
fpiration,  tiie  parent  of  fo  many, 
would  alwajs  produce  the  fame 
difeafe. 

The  fkin  being  the  great  outlet 
for  infennble  perfpiration,  which 
is  faid  by  Sanciorius  to  amount, 
in  the  temperate  clime  of  Italy, 
to  five-eighths  of  what  is  taken 
into  the  boJy,  we  cannot  be  fur- 
prifed  at  the  violent  efforts  na- 
ture immediately  makes,  on  the 
fudden  fuppreiTion  of  a  habit  of 
fuch  extent  :  and  if  we  attend  to 
the  ftools  of  fome  patients,  after 
the  common  contents  of  the  bow- 
els   are    difcharged,     before    the 


blood-vefTels  are  broken,  and  at 
intervals  when  there  is  no  mixture 
of  blood  or  mucus,  we  fhali  find, 
they  are  nothing  but  a  Icrous, 
acrid  fiuid. 

As  I  have  conllantly  pradiifed 
in  the  opinion,  that  a  Hux  is  a 
certain  fever  of  the  inteflines,  and 
that  this  fever  is  caufed  by  the 
ohjlruSled perfpiration  being  throwa 
theie — lb  I  have  ever  found  it  re- 
lieved, by  turning  back  that  dif- 
charge  to  its  natural  channel  ;  nor 
have  J  often  found  difficulty  in 
removing  it  fpeedily,  when  takea 
in  the  beginning. 

The  common  and  fatal  pradice, 
of  attacking  the  diforder  in  the 
bov.'els,  with  opiates  and  aftrin- 
gents,  is  but  aggravating  the  ef- 
fed,  whilfl  the  caufe  is  entirely 
negleded. 

Among  the  multitude  o^  formu- 
lae propofed  for  the  flux,  we  find 
fnake  roott  Do^uer^s  poixider,  and 
other  diaphoretic  medicines  ;  but 
exhibited  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
they  muft  often  have  produced 
more  harm  than  good  : — however, 
it  plainly  demonllrates  that  the 
fkin  has  not  been  really  looked  to 
for  relief, — much  leis  has  the  pro- 
cefs  of  fweating  been  confvdered 
as  the  only  one  to  be  relied  on. 

Sir  John  Pringle  recommends 
ipecacuanha  in  fmall  dofes,  united 
with  philonium  and  opium  ; — Dr. 
Huck,  and  many  others,  a  courfe 
oi  ipecacuanha  in  ilages  of  the  dif- 
eafe  when  the  inflammatory  f^vmp- 
toms  are  over ;  the  good  cffeds 
are  attributed  to  aftringcncy: — 
but,  wich  the  greatefl  deference 
pofTible  to  fuch  ;.uthority,  I  be- 
lieve ipeca  uanha  increafes  the  ten- 
dency of  the  humours  to  the  fkin, 
and  therein  conli;ls  its  ufe  in 
fluxes.  1  apprehend  that  no  ailrin- 
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gent,  fimply  as  fuch,  will  ofcen 
be  found  proper  in  fluxes:  —  this 
is  daily  evinced  by  gangrenes, 
obftinate  obllrudlions,  and  fwel- 
llngs,  which  arife  when  a  flux 
bas  been  injudicioufly  Hopped  by 
them  ;  a  flux  being  in  its  firft 
flages  •*  a  fe-ver  of  the  intejhnes,^' 
and  in  every  ftage  an  increafe  of 
one  difchaige,  from  the  diminu- 
tion of  another. 

Monfieur  De  Senac  gave  emetic 
tartar  in  fmall  dofes  ;  but  he  ex- 
prefly  fays,  he  gave  it  as  a  laxa- 
tive, to  keep  up  a  free  paflage 
from  the  flomach  to  the  return. — 
It  is  a  common  practice  to  give 
the  glufs,  and  other  preparations 
of  antimony,  in  cafual  dofes,  and 
uncertain  periods  ;  but  the  ope- 
lation  is  always  intended  for  che 
iirft  pafi"ages. —  !n  this  pradice, 
though  the  prima  viis  are  fo  ne- 
ceflTary  to  be  cleanfed,  I  attribute 
the  principal  fuccefs  to  the  eflefts 
which  antitiionials  produce,  in 
opening  the  obflrudted  capillarie>, 
and  preventing  a  reflux  of  hu- 
mours to  the  bowels  :  for  often  in 
fluxes,  when,  from  carelefl"nefs 
and  cold,  antimonials  have  had 
their  whole  force  and  adion  turn- 
ed upon  the  bowels,  they  have 
incrcafed  the  determination  of  the 
fluids  there,  and  brought  on  fud- 
den  death  ;  and  in  fevers  alfo, 
the  flomach  is  fometimes  deftroyed 
by  them.  -  When  emetic  tartar 
is  injudicioufly  given  to  young, 
irritable,  plethoric  people,  in  the 
beginning  of  a  fever,  and  pre- 
vious to  proper  evacuations,  in- 
stead of  exciting  a  diaphorefis,  a 
fpaim  is  produced  in  the  llomach  ; 
incciTant  vomiting  ;  infi.inimation, 
the  veflels  of  the  thorax  and  head 
are  ilifled  with  blood,  and  the  pa- 
tient vomits  away  bis  life. 


The  adivity  of  emetic  tartar, 
makes  the  direftion  of  it  difficult: 
it  is  in  many  refpedts  a  dangerous 
medicine  in  hot  climates,  the 
nervous  fyllem  being  fo  irritable 
— except  merely  as  an  emetic  :— 
it  has  done  much  mifchief  when 
employed  in  fevers,  the  reguline 
virulence  of  the  antimony  being 
combined  with  acid,  makes  its 
operation,  as  a  fudorific,  very  pre- 
carious ;  and  it  often  proves  fatal 
to  the  itomach. 

Such  preparations  of  antimony 
as,  from  the  effedls,  1  fliould  fup- 
poie  Jameses  ponjoder  to  be,  that 
have  its  phlogifton  mitigated,  and 
the  reguline  part  capable  of  ac- 
tion, from  acidity,  are  beft  in  fe- 
vers, being  mofl:  certainly  fudori- 
fic ;  their  operation  on  the  fto- 
mach  or  bowels  confiderably  de- 
pends on  the  ftate  of  the  humours 
contained  there,  and  they  princi- 
pally become  aftive  when  nature 
requires  it. 

Dr.  Cullen  objeds,  that  the 
dofes  of  thefe  preparations  of  an- 
timony, cannot  be  fo  well  afcer- 
tained,  as  its  folution  by  the  ve- 
getable  acid  ;  for  which  reafon  he 
prefers  the  emetic  tartar  for  ufe. 
— It  muft  be  admitted,  that  emetic 
tartar  is  a  certain  vomit,  and 
when  given  for  that  purpofe  the 
dofe  is  eafily  afcertained  ; — but  as 
it  adls  immediately  on  the  fio- 
mach,  it  is  frequently  impoffible 
to  produce  any  other  effeft  by  it, 
dofe  it  how  you  will. — This  learn- 
ed phyfician  has  greatly  contri- 
buted to  the  general  ufe  of  eme- 
tic tartar  \ — the  abufe  of  it  has 
Erifen  from  our  refpeit  to  his  cha- 
racter. ■ 

When    we    obferve    with    what 

circumfpection    and   prudence    the 

moll  enlightened  and  fcientific  in- 
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troduce  their  refleftions,  we  (hould 
leain  that  they  apprehend  more 
from  exceeding,  than  rejecting  their 
doctrine. 

Dr.  Cullen  fuppofes,  that  the 
application  of  cold  air,  as  a  feda- 
tive,  by  abating  the  readion  of 
the  vafcular  fy\\em,  may  be  ufe- 
ful  in  feme  circumftancc<  of  fe- 
ver ;  but  does  not  venture  to  pro- 
nounce in  what  ; — yet  we  fee  the 
extravagant  praftice  of  expoling 
patient*  indifcriminately  in  fevers, 
and  other  difeafes  almoU  /u/;  dio, 
not  attended  to,  nor  the  mifchief 
it  produces. 

A  moderately  cool,  temperate 
air,  is  proper  and  nccefTary  in 
every  fpecies  of  fever  ;  but  if  any 
thing  beyond  that  degree  is  meant, 
it  cannot  be  fupported  by  any  rea- 
foning  that  applies  to  the  fmall- 
pox, —  though  this  gave  rife  to 
the  fpeculation,  and  many  expe- 
riments on  it,  in  the  fouthern  parts 
of  liurope. 

1'he  ima!l-pox  fever  is  J ui  gene- 
ris, and  terminates  in  phlegmons; 
it  require:  a  treatment  of  its  own. 
—  For  example,  cooler  air  than  is 
required  in  a  ftate  of  health  is 
neceffary  ;  raifing  a  fvveat  is  pre- 
judicial, and  otten  changes  the 
diftincl  into  the  confluent  fort; — 
on  the  contrary,  in  fevers,  their 
folution  is  Lommonly  by  fweat  :  — 
cold  air  applied,  as  in  the  fmall- 
pox,  impedes  that  folution,  and 
changes  an  iniermittent  into  a 
re>.iiictent,  or  both  into  a  conti- 
nued fever. 

The  preceding  paragraph  will 
not  be  deemed  Jigrefllve,  as  it  is 
nec>.fl"ary  to  elucidate  my  fub- 
ject. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  dif- 
pute  the  auxiliary  ;.id  that  may 
occafior:a!ly  be    drawn  from    aro- 
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matics,  wax,  fuet,  foap,  lime- 
water,  calomel,  various  purga- 
tives, and  even  various  aflringents, 
in  certain  conditions  of  a  dyfcn- 
tery,  diarrhcta,  or  tenefmus  ;  or 
from  rhubarb,  abforbt-nts  and 
correctors,  in  unimportant  com- 
plaints of  the  boweh,  originating 
there  from  acrimony  or  ctudities  ; 
but  to  reco.Timend  a  pradice  for 
removing  the  dyfentery,  by  means 
ad-quate  to,  and  that  correfpond 
With,  its  general  caufc. 

It  will  occur  to  every  pradi- 
tioner,  as  my  intention  here  is 
the  ufe  of  fudorifics,  that  I  mean, 
a  careful,  continued  cour/e  of  themy 
to  keep  up  a  fwet,  in  extent  pro- 
portioned to  the  'uiolenct  of  the  dif- 
eafe  ;  and  not  the  tritiing  wav  of 
giving  fmall  dofes,  whilil  the  pa- 
tient is  expofed,  and  their  ope- 
ration difregarded. It  will  oc- 
cur alfo,  'ih^.l  the  fudorifc  employed 
mufl  he  fuitahie  to  the  nature  of  the 
flux, — the  fage  of  it, — the  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  fcafon, — and  the  habit  of 
the  patient. 

When  I  propofe  a  methodj  for 
the  cure  of  this  difcafe  by  a  courfe 
of  fudorifics,  I  am  aware  of  no 
objeftion  that  can  pofiibly  attend 
the  novelty  of  the  dodlrine — ex- 
cept that  it  wants  the  fanftion  of 
tiie  fathers  of  phyfic,  to  oppofe 
the  errors  and  prejudices  of  cuf- 
tom  :  —  but  that  mult  yield  to 
farts  ;  and  the  important  confider- 
aiion,  that  the  fuccefs  of  the  war, 
and  the  fafety  of  the  colonies, 
depend  on  the  prefcrvation  of  the 
troops  ;  among  whom  the  flux  has 
ever  been  found  to  make  the  molt 
dreadful  havoc. 

As   much   depends  on  a  conve- 
nient and  proper  hofpital,   the  i\~ 
tuation  and  conllruftion  of  it  re- 
quire  coniideiitiou.  —  An    hofpi- 
tal 
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tal  (liould  not  only  be  fitiiatcd  on 
a  heaUhful  Ipot,  but  in  the  vici- 
nity of  a  market ;  where  good  wa- 
ter, wood,  and  every  neceflary, 
can  be  fupplieii  without  fatigue, 
delay,  or  trouble. — The  evils  arif- 
ing  from  the  reverfe  of  this  re- 
quire no  animadverfion  ;  let  us 
cunfider  the  evils  of  its  improper 
conllrufiion  ;  inllead  of  being 
lofty  and  fpacious,  we  hnd  the 
contrary  mode  is  adopted  ;  and  it 
is  generally  thought  fufficienc  to 
have  plenty  of  doors  and  windows, 
in  all  plates  appropriated  for  the 
fick  ;  thefe  doors  and  windows, 
are  kept  conflantly  open,  to  make 
the  hofpital  what  is  called  airy. 

The  coll  of  a  good  hofpital  is 
nothing  in  the  fcals  of  expence  ; 
it  is  a  folecifm  in  osconomy  to 
have  a  bad  one. — h.  bad  hofpital 
may  deprive  the  ftate,  in  a  few 
months,  of  as  ir.any  men  as  would 
amount,  in  political  calculation, 
to  a  fum  fufficienc  to  buiid  ten 
good  ones. 

It  cannot  have  efcaped  the  no- 
tics  of  any  pe.-fcn  that  has  refided 
in  the  V/elt- Indies,  that  fitting 
long  in  the  confined  direftion  of  a 
breeze,  brings  on  a  teveriih,  dif- 
ayreeable  fenfation,  —  and  fome- 
limes  pains  in  the  face,  neck, 
joints,  and  a  great  degree  of  fe- 
ver:—  How  then  muilit  be  with 
a  patient,  who,  in  the  little  huts 
of  bofpitah,  is  placed  at  a  door- 
way to  prevent  fuffocation,  or 
raifed  on  a  platform  to  the  level  of 
an  open  window,  if  he  (hould 
break  out  in  a  critical  fweat  ?  The 
fv/eat  is  fuddenly  (lopped  ;  and  if 
dealh  does  not  enfue,  the  difeafe 
(which,  under  the  kind  operation 
of  nature,  would  be  finifhed  in  a 
day  or  tvvo)  is  lengthensd  ou:  into 
jiiionths. 


Hofpitals  and  fuk  rooms  ought 
to  be  well  ventilated  ;  but  as  the 
fick  fiiould  not  be  iliflcd  with 
heat,  fo  they  ftiould  not  have 
currents  of  wind  imprudently  di- 
reded  on  their  bodies  : — in  this 
cafe,  no  diieafe  cnn  pofTibly  be 
thrown  off,  or  complete  a  crifis  by 
the  emunitorics  of  the  (kin. — How 
then  can  foldierj  recover  from  fe- 
vers, chiefly  from  obltrufted  per- 
fpiratlon,  expofed  to  a  Hill  en- 
creafing  caufe.?  —  To  this  (ource 
we  may  principally  attribute  the 
multitude  of  what  are  generally 
called  convalefcents ;  which  in 
truth,  for  the  moii:  part,  are  peo- 
ple labouring  under  chronic  com- 
plaints from  the  imperfed  folution 
of  acute  difeafes. 

'^i'hough  I  have  continually  op- 
portunities in  my  private  prac- 
tice, to  prove  the  extent  of  the 
dcdrine  I  advance,  it  is  my  in- 
tention to  have  the  application  of 
thefe  obfervations  underllood  to 
belong  to  the  military,  and  that 
degree  of  dyfentery  which  is  no 
where  to  be  feen  but  in  their 
camps  and  garrifons : — for  which 
reafon  I  (hall  illullrate  the  fub- 
jecl  with  a  (horc  account  of  the 
bloody- fiux,  as  it  now  rages  a- 
mongft  the  troops  in  this  ifland, 
and  particularly  in  the  camp  at 
Fort  Cajlile,  with  the  method  I 
have  happily  found  fuccelsful  in 
the  treatment  of  thofe  committed 
to  my  care. 

This  fiux  will  appear  to  want 
almoft  all  the  fuppofed  remote 
caufes  of  a  dyfentery,  but  it  will 
be  found  with  the  immediate  one 
common  to  all. 

The  flate  of  the  human  frame, 
during  fonle  months  pad,  has  un- 
dergone   a    multitude    of   diurnal 
iranfiticns,    from   the   abfence   or 
pre  fence 
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prefcnce  of  a  violent  fea  breeze  : 
— the  weather  has  been  remark- 
ably dry  and  hot,  and  at  times 
Tultrv  : — it  was  impoffible  to  ufe 
the  leaft  exercife,  without  being 
heated  ;  and  it  was  almoll  imp>,  f- 
fible  to  get  heated,  wichoui  be- 
ing immediately  chilled  by  the 
breeze. 

It  is  the  foldicr'j  life  to  be 
much  expoled,  and  it  is  his  cul- 
tom  to  be  carelefs  of  htmiclf: — 
when  he  is  fatigued  or  heared  he 
hallens  to  cool  himfelf  in  the 
breeze  cr  night  air;  and  perhaps 
throws  cfF  his  cloaths,  and  otcen 
lies  down  and  fleeps  in  that  con- 
dition : — if  he  is  wet,  he  dries  his 
cloaths,  linen,  and  ikin  together  : 
— by  thefe  means,  perfpiration, 
the  great  fountain  of  health  in 
hot  climates,  i^  fuddeniy  flopped, 
and  febrile  ftridtures  occupy  the 
whole  furface  of  the  body. 

A  flux  following  thefe  data, 
will  diilinguilh  itfelf  byan  intiam- 
rnatory  diathefis  ;  and  its  pro^refs 
will  confeqiiently  be  rapid. 

The  general  fymptoms  are,  a 
chillnefs  in  the  beginnins,  fuc- 
ceeded  by  fcverifh  heats  ;  grip- 
ings  and  frequent  fmall  motions; 
ficKnefs  of  the  llomach,  and  fome- 
times  retchings ;  copious  purging 
foon  follows,  with  green,  brown, 
cr  yeliow  watery  {tools  ;  thcie  are 
now  mixed  with,  or  facceeded  by, 
great  difcharges  of  blood ;  the 
llools  vary  in  f^tor  and  appear- 
ance, according  to  the  periods  of 
the  difenfe,  or  as  they  are  more 
or  jefs  retained  :  a  confiderabie 
degree  of  fever  brings  on  the  dif- 
eaie,  and  accompanies  it,  with 
fome ;  with  others  but  little; — 
fmall,  bloody,  jlimy  llools,  con- 
tinually harral's  the  patient  in  the 
kll  llages,  particularly  at  nights; 


the  tongu?  is  greatly  furred,  and 
fometimes  of  a  brown  or  black 
colour  ;  aphc-e  appear  but  feldom, 
— This  is  the  general  account  of 
thofe  who  experience  the  violence 
of  the  difeale,  and  furvive  the 
firil  week  ;  but  many  who  were 
feized  at  the  fetting  in  of  the  flux 
this  Ipring,  periflied  within  that 
time. 

The  curative  indications  are — 
to  C3'jje  a  revu'Jjon  to  the  furf.ue  of 
the  body,  and  to  clianfe  the  intejiines: 
— The  dileafe  being  rapid,  the 
cure  depends  on  performing  thefe 
whings  as  fpe'edily  as  pofTible. 

Experience  having  fhewn,  that 
the  common  methods  and  medi- 
cines hitherto  ufed,  fall  far  fhort 
of  obtaining  the  important  point 
of  revuhion  in  proper  time,  and 
fupporting  it,  the  praftice  will 
Hill  be  dehcient,  if  we  crannot  find 
means  adequate  to  that  purpofc. 

The  inductive  confiderations 
are,  to  bleed  whenever  it  can  be 
done  wi'.h  fafcty  ;  to  cleanfe  the 
primte  via:  ;  to  check  the  imfetttt 
with  which  the  circulation  is  de- 
termined on  the  inteilincs,  dif- 
tending  and  burfting  the  coats  of 
the  vefleis ;  to  remove  the  fpafm 
from  the  vefiels  of  the  furface  of 
the  body,  and  to  cauie  a  diver- 
fion  there  :  all  thefe  muit  be  done 
immediately,  that  the  revuhion 
may  be  effedlual. 

Bleeding  being  an  operation  o^ 
great  confequence  in  the  flux,  th;.* 
cure  is  generally  begun  with  it, 
repeating  it  as  the  Ivmptoms  au- 
thor ife  : — there  are  but  few  in- 
Itances  where  it  may  not  lately  be 
done  in  the  beginning  of  the  dif- 
eafe  ;  the  neceffity  is  obvious  where 
the  patient  is  young,  plethoric, 
with  fever  and  full  puiT?. 

After  bl^edirg,  a  vomit  of  ipt 
cacuanha. 
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cacuanha  is  to  be  given,  which 
commonly  relieves  the  flomach 
from  a  load  cf  acid,  poraccous, 
bijicus  impurities  : — but  our  great 
expedaiion  from  vomiiirg  is,  that 
its  action  on  the  muicular  fibres 
of  the  llomach,  forces  open  the 
extreme  arterial  capillaries,  for- 
wards the  circulation  to  the  fur- 
face  of  the  body,  and  induces  to 
fwcat. — An  opir.te  after  its  ope- 
ration is  neceffary. 

After  the  vomit  and  opiate,  it 
is  proper  to  empty  the  bowels; 
but  with  caution  m  cafe  the  pa- 
tient is  weak  ;  and  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  not  to  increafe  the  deter- 
mination of  the  blood  there,  and 
divert  it  from  the  furface  ;  for 
then  we  fnould  lofe  the  ground 
gained  by  the  vomit,  and  coun- 
teradl  our  principal'  deiign. — An 
antimonial  that  acts  much  upon 
the  (kin,  and  purges  at  the  fame 
time,  is  what  1  always  ufe. 

The  prima  I'ia:  being  cleanfed, 
and  the  revulfion  begun,  it  mull 
be  completed  by  fudorifics,  that 
the  difeafe  may  be  thrown  oFr  hf 
fweat.  This  will  be  efFefted  by 
uniting  an  opiate  with  a  diapho- 
retic, and  adminillering  it  as  oc- 
cafion  requires.  Laudanum  and 
antimonial  wine  combined,  is  a 
medicine  that  caufes  little  or  no 
irritation,  and  is  a  pleafant  and 
certain  diaphoretic :  it  is  always 
neceffary  in  the  flux,  when  a  fweat 
is  intended  by  antimonial  or  other 
emetic  medicines  in  fraail  dofes, 
to  add  laudanum,  to  take  off  their 
irritation  ;  bv  which  means,  their 
dofes  and  efftills  may  be  greatly 
extended. 

James's  powder  is  admirably 
well  calculated  to  anfwer  the  f.r'.t 
intentions  In  this  difeafe  ;  it  pol- 
fell'es    this    great  advancage,    that 


though  it  fliall  effeflnally  cleanfe 
the  prim<^  'vi/^c  properly  given,  it 
never  fails  to  excite  a  plentiful 
fweat,  and  terminates  on  the  {kin. 
— This  double  operation  (if  I 
may  fo  call  it)  perhaps  has  made 
it  fo  deciiive  in  obftinate  fevers. 

When  the  diaphorejis  ir  begun, 
I  cover  my  patient  with  hi?  blan- 
ket, (which  no  foldier  ffiould  be 
without)  and  take  care  that  the 
Vi/ind  is  not  admitted  dirediy  upon 
him.  I  do  not  fuffer  him  to  un- 
cover himfelf,  but  order  what- 
ever he  wants  to  be  brought  to 
him,  and  fupply  him  copioufly 
with  warm  mint,  fage,  balm,  or 
oatmeal  tea  ;  and  now  and  then 
give  him  a  bafon  of  gruei,  or  thin 
fk)ur  pap,  with  a  fpoonful  or  two 
of  good  found  white  wine,  as  free. 
as  pcfiible  from  acidity. 

When  the  fudorific  proccfs  has 
been  fuccefsfully  continued,  all 
the  fymptoms  grow  milder;  and 
if  the  patient  breaks  out  in  a  raft), 
or  efHcrefcent  eruprions,  or  boil'^, 
the  difeafe  will  foon  vanifh. 

In  cafe  the  flux  continues  cb- 
flinatc,  and  the  fweats  do  not  go 
on  kindly,  it  will  not  only  be 
requifite  to  carry  off  the  morbific 
hum.ours,  by  a  dofe  of  the  anti- 
monial purgative,  but  repeated 
vomits  of  ipecacuanha  are  to  be 
given. — In  this  cafe,  the  circu- 
lation has  rot  been  enough  di- 
verted from  the  intel'ines,  to  pro- 
duce a  full  and  fufHcient  diapho- 
lelis  ;  it  is  therefore  neceffary  to 
give  a  frcfti  irrpuife  to  the  fibres, 
bv  the  aftion  of  vomiting,  for  in 
vcmifing,  the  aiTtion  of  the  ifo- 
mach,  and  the  contradlion  of  the 
abdominal  vifcera,  forces  the  blood 
to  the  furface  and  upper  parts  of 
the  body. 

Another  caufe  of  otftinacy  in 
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the  flux,  is  indurated  feces  lodged 
in  the  inteftines  ; — and  though  the 
patient  fliill  have  been  repeatedly 
pureed,  and  taken  nothing  but 
iuids  during  his  illneis,  it  is 
amazing  what  lumps  of  excre- 
ment will  fometimes  be  brought 
away  by  a  repetition  of  the  anti- 
inoaial  purgative,  after  an  inter- 
val of  icveral  day?  ; — for  which 
reafon,  when  the  fweats  have  been 
plentiful,  the  pulfe  moderate,  and 
the  flux  ftill  continues  obltinate, 
we  may  fufpeft  this  to  be  the 
cafe. — The  extraordinary  appear- 
ance thefe  balls  of  excrement 
fometimes  acquire,  from  a  long 
retention  amonglt  difeafed  fecrc- 
tions,  have  induced  fome  to  whim- 
fical  fuppofitions  concerning  their 
caufe,  and  component  principles. 

I  purfue  this  method,  regulat- 
ing it  as  occafion  may  require,  or 
particular  occuirences  fuggeit,  un- 
til the  patient  is  in  a  condition 
for  bark,  and  other  tonics  and 
corroborants. 

The  flux  will  continue  trou- 
blefome  in  fome  fubjedls,  from 
mere  weaknefs  and  relaxation  of 
the  vefiels,  without  any  material 
gripings  or  feverilh  fymptoms  : — 
here  1  never  heiitate  to  give  bark 
with  fnnke-root  and  wine. 

In  "ill  complaints  of  the  bowels, 
particularJy  in  the  dyfentery,  the 
bark  (hould  never  be  given  in 
fubltance  ;  it  caufes  irritation,  and 
gripings;  and  either  brings  back 
the  difeafe,  or  fills  the  patient 
with  obllru(flion.'! : — a  ilrong  de- 
coiition  therefore  is  ever  to  be  pre- 
ferred. 

As  the  flux  is  always  incrcafed 
at  the  approach  of  night ;  fo,  for 
fome  time  after  it  has  abated,  the 
pul'e  quickens,  and  the  patient 
grows  feverilh  in  the  evening,— 


This  is  an  admonition,  that  we 
fhould  deiiA  from  the  birk,  and 
give  a  gentle  diaphoretic  at  night. 
The  remaining  acrimony,  wh'ch 
fometimes  keeps  up  a  fniall  irri- 
tation after  every  other  fyinptom 
is  removed,  may  be  corrected  with 
abforbents,  and  carried  off  before 
the  ufe  of  the  bark  ;  or  at  any 
fubfequent  period,  if  it  fhould  re- 
cur, with  rhubarb  and  mairnefla. 
or  any  miid  cathartic. 

During  the  convalefcent  Hate 
of  thofe  who  have  been  much  re- 
duced, and  to  prevent  a  relapfe, 
a  flannel  fiiirt  or  jacket,  worn 
next  the  fftin,  is  of  Angular  "be- 
nefit.—  When  the  bowels  have 
fulFered  confiderably  by  the  flux, 
and  cannot  recover  their  tone, 
but  from  weaknefs  are  fubjecl  to 
rctur;-!s  of  that  complaint,  or  to 
diarrhoea  or  tenefmus,  on  the  leail 
expohtion  to  cold  ;  a  flannel  jacket 
worn  next  the  ikin  will  be  found 
almoft  a  certain  remedy,  and 
preventative.  —  Such  occafional 
cloathing  is  very  ufeful  to  officers 
and  foldiers  on  fervice  in  hot  cli- 
mates, evpofed  to  rains,  dews,  or 
night  air  ;  or  to  put  on  after  hav- 
ing been  wet,  fatigued,  or  heat- 
td,  that  perfpiration  may  not  be 
fuddenly  checked,  and  that  the 
body  may  cool  gradually. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  when  the 
attack  is  fudden  and  violent,  ic 
will  be  necefl'ary  to  overtake  the 
difeafe  with  opiates  and  cordials, 
before  any  recourfe  to  its  princi- 
ples can  be  adopted  ;  otherwife 
the  patient  may  be  exhaufted  and 
funk  beyond  the  recovery  of  me- 
dicine. 

Here  I  cannot   help  expreffing 

my  concern,    that  the  aggravated 

fymptoms    which    return    in    the 

morning,  have  not  put  an  end  to 
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the  cuftom  of  giving  pills  of  opium 
at  night. — When  opium  is  given 
alone,  and  continued  for  any 
time,  after  its  cordial  elt'efts  are 
over,  it  weakens  the  veflVls,  in- 
jures the  nerves,  caufes  a  ftran- 
gury,  and  lowers  the  powers  of 
life:  —  the  humours,  inRead  of 
being  diilipated,  accumulate  in 
the  difcafed  parts,  that  when  the 
conllipation  is  of:,  the  blood  rufhes 
forth  with  increafcd  violence,  and 
accelerates  the  pa;ient's  end. 

In  the  far  advanced  ftate  of  the 
difeafe,  we  find  the  me.enteric  vef- 
fels  and  glands  enlarged,  and  ob- 
l\ru£led  ;  the  glandule  peyerians 
of  the  inteftines  thickened,  their 
coats  lumiiied,  relaxed,  abraded, 
and  hsllening  into  a  flate  of  fpha- 
celation  : — opium  in  this  ruiiatlon 
murt  increale  and  multiply  every 
evil. 

The  real  ufe  of  cpium  is,  fo  ar- 
reft  the  hurry  of  the  diicafe  ;  to 
procure  time  to  put  fome  rational 
means  of  cure  into  execution  ;  to 
give  other  medicines  their  intend- 
ed eft'ecl,  and  to  eale  thole  to  mi- 
7ia  which  fomeiiires  are  intoler- 
able.—  Here  the  macchlefs  power 
of  opium  raifes  our  admiration. 

In  the  preceding  hihory  it  will 
aopear,  that  the  flux  is  not  con- 
fined to  particular  feai'ons  and  fi- 
tuaiions  ; — tliat,  what  have  been 
commonly  confidered  as  univerliil 
remote  caufes,  only  give  trie  type 
to  the  difeafe  ; — and  that  its  ge- 
neral caufe,  producible  various 
ways,  is  obllruilrted  pcu'piration. 

The  flux  that  prevailed  lait  au- 
tumn, was  attended  with  many  of 
thofe  caufes  that  are  called  re- 
mote:—  Augull:,  September,  Oc- 
tober, and  the  beginning  of  No- 
vember,   were    remarkably    clofe, 


and  fultry,  with  frequent  rains  i 
— the  great  difcharge  of  perfpira- 
tion,  from  the  rarefadion  of  the 
blood,  in  fuch  a  feafon,  relaxe3 
the  extremities  of  the  peripirable 
veflels,  and  fubjefts  them  to  fud- 
den  fpafm,  and  collapfion. 

The  camp  dyfentery,  in  low, 
damp,  marlhv  countries,  in  the 
autumnal  fcaion,  has  all  the  con- 
comitants and  type  of  a  flux  in  hot 
climates  after  heavy  rains  ; — there 
will  be  lefs  difpofuion  to  inflam- 
mation, and  the  fluids  will  tend 
more  to  a  liate  of  difibiution — yet 
it  is  <s  fe^er  turned  upon  the  in- 
tejiines,  for  want  of  a  free  and  re- 
gular perfpiration,  from  the  ihiclc- 
neis  and  moiftore  of  the  atmof- 
phere. 

I'he  irritation  thus  produced  on 
the  bowels,  foon  caufes  a  violent 
determination  of  blood  there  ; 
and  as  the  circulation  is  dlminilhed 
in  the  veffels  of  the  furface  of  the 
body,  it  is  increafed  in  thofe  of 
the  inteftines. 

By  this  increafed  aclion  of  the 
arteries,  the  progrefs  of  the  blood 
is  impeded,  in  the  minute  rami- 
fications of  the  vefl"c!s ; — henee 
hsmorrhaj'e,  and  extravafation  : — 
an  immediate  revulfion  is  there- 
fore necelTary  : — it  mull  be  exten- 
five,  but  fuitable,  that  there  may 
be  no  m.ifchief  done  by  increanrg 
the  debility  incident  to  the  dii- 
ea'fe. 

Bleeding  cannot  be  performed 
in  every  fubiedt,  nor  in  everv  Itage 
or  coiidition  of  a  flux; — cathar- 
tics only  deanfe  the  aff"ecled  parts; 
emetics  are  limited  to  anfwer  cer- 
tain purpofes  ;  diaphoretycs  have 
never  been  ufed,  in  a  manner  nor 
evtent  fufiicient  to  produce  an  ef- 
feft  J  and  the  culloin  of  expofing 
patients 
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patients  to  partial  currents  of  cold 
air,  prevents  nature  from  doing 
any  thing  towards  the  cure. 

The  type  of  the  difeafe,  being 
duly  attended  to,  will  indicate 
the  quantity,  and  nature  of  the 
evacuations  neceffary  to  facilitate 
revulfion  ;  and  it  is  fafely  nnd  ef- 
feftually  completed,  b/  a  careful 
continued  courfe  of  fudorifics, 
kept  up  in  extent  proportioned  to 
the  difeafe. 

Thus  have  I  comn:unicated  what 
I  conceive  to  be  the  genera!  cauje 
of  the  dyfentery  of  the  Well-Indies, 
which  has  been  fo  deitru  five  to 
the  troops — and  entered  into  a 
(hort  difquifition  of  its  na:ure, — 
and  explained  the  method  1   h.'ive 

followed    in    its    cure 1    have 

avoided  the  detail  of  minute  de- 
fcriptions,  circumllmces,  and  par- 
ticular c..fes,  as  not  coming  v^ith- 
in  my  defign  ;  which  is,  to  ex- 
plain my  method  of  cure,  appli- 
cal)le  to  the  cauie  i  huve  afligned 
of  this  difeafe,  and  comprifed  in 
the  following  confiderations  ; — 
that  the  dyfentery  is  a  fever  of  thi 
inteftinet  %  th-:t  the  caufe  is  ob 
JiruSed  perfpiration;  and  that  the 
cure  is  in  calling  back  the  circu- 
lation to  the  furface  of  the  body, 
and  increafing  the  fsiifihle  perfpi- 
ration  by  the  moft  active  iudori- 
iics. 


Defcription  of  a  nenu'y  iniUKt  d  Ma- 
chine for  Rak'ng  Summer  Corn 
Stubbles,  by  Mr.  Geurpe  Bof- 
well,  cf  Piddletown,  DorOt. 
From  the  Letttrs  of  the  Bath 
Agriculture  Society. 


Gentlemen, 

BOUT  three   years  fince  I 
fi  unl  feme  diSiculty  in  pro- 
Vol.  XX!  V. 


A 


curing  hands  to  take  up  my  lenr 
or    fummer    corn    in    the    method 
ufually   pratlifed    in    th  s   county, 
that  is,  by  forking  the  fwarths  in- 
to cocks,    and   raking  the  ground 
with  hand-rakes  by  wonricn.     Men 
are  generally  empioyed   in  forking 
it.     It    therefore   occurred    to   me 
that  an  inftrument  might  be  mads 
to  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  raking  ic 
by    hand.       i    knew    the    Norfolk 
method  of  doing  it  by  drag-rakes, 
(as    they    a^e    called)    drawn    by 
men  ;   but  the  men  were  wanting 
elfewhere.       I    had    often    feen    a 
horfe  rake,     made    for    gatlicring 
the  gramen  (anine   or  couch-grafs 
together    upon    fallow    lands,    and 
knew  a  farmer   who    had    ufed  it 
for  his  mown  wheat  Itubbles  ;   but 
this   rake    being  drawn    from   the 
end   of   the    bcirn    by    the   horfe, 
dragging    the    ends    of   the    teeth 
upoii    the    ground,    colL^dcd  ■  fuc.*i 
quantities  of  weeds,    grafs,  earth, 
and    ftones    with   it,    as    nearly    to 
render  the  corn  of  nov.iloe;   be- 
fides,    it  could    not    be    ufed    for 
clofe  mown  llubbles  at  all.     Hav- 
ing for  many  y.^ars  uled   the  Nor- 
folk   ploughs    here,    I    thought    a 
rake  might  be  fo  conllrufted  as  to 
go  on   the  brtall  work   of  one  of 
thtfe  ploughs  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  plough  itfelf  is  ufed. 

I  therefore  bad  one  made  nine 
feet  and  a  half  long,  and  the  teetli 
fix  inches  alunder.  Upon  apply- 
ing it  in  the  place  of  the  plougK 
on  the  breall-work,  I  found  it 
anfwered  extremely  well,  except 
that  when  it  net  with  any  conli- 
derab'e  obftfotiion  at  one  end,  ic 
drew  the  other  end  aflanc.  I  o 
remedy  thi;*  inconvenience,  I  \oo'-^ 
avvay  the  pillar  (;he  part  ot  ii>e 
brcal>-wotk  tha'  the  beam  relts 
upon,  aitd  v\hich  i;  railed  fiigh-.r, 
H  or 
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Or  let  down  lower,  to  fink  or  raife 
the  plough)  and  had  another  made 
to  extend  about  a  foot  or  rather 
more  beyond  the  outfides  of  the 
ftandards,  and  from  each  end  of 
the  chain,  made  to  let  out  or 
take  up  at  pleafure,  to  each  end 
of  the  pillar  :  this  kept  the  rake 
even  and  fteady.  To  my  great 
fatisfadtion,  I  found  it  fucceed 
even  beyond  my  expeftation  ;  for 
by  means  of  this  breaft-work,  it 
could,  like  the  Norfolk  plough, 
be  inftantly  fet  up  or  Jet  down  to 
the  greatelt  degree  of  nicety;  fo 
that  any  ftubble,  whether  cut 
high  or  low,  whether  very  full  of 
grafs  or  clover,  or  quite  cleart, 
might  be  raked  by  it  with  equal 
facility  ;  for  the  teeth  being  made 
very  much  curved,  the  lower  part 
of  the  back  of  the  teeth  refts  upon 
the  ground,  and  the  points  ftand 
out  of  it.  The  weight  of  the 
rake  prefles  the  teeth  clofe  to  the 
ground,  and  the  corn  is  gathered 
into  the  throat  of  the  rake,  with- 
out digging  up  the  weeds  or  the 
foil.  I'he  teeth  are  made  fufti- 
ciently  llrong  to  prevent  their 
bending.  I  have  found  a  rake  of 
the  length  above-mentioned  very 
manageable ;  whether  it  would 
do  better  if  made  longer  mull  be 
left  to  future  experiments.  I  was 
determined  to  this  length  by  the 
breadth  of  our  gate-ways,  being 
juft  enough  to  admit  it  through 
them  without  taking  it  to  pieces. 

For  perfons  who  want  to  remove 
it  to  a  diftant  part,  two  fmall 
wheels  might  be  added,  to  put  on 
occaftonaliy  at  the  ends,  to  raife 
^e  teeth  from  the  ground  as  it  is 
<drawn  along  the  read. 

I  am  fenfible,  that  if  a  low  wheel 
were  fixed  at  each  end,  even  when 
M).  it3  work,  it  vv©«ld  greatly  lef- 


fen  the  fridlion,  and  the  horfc 
would  draw  it  the  eafier  ;  but  ic 
would  render  it  more  complex, 
and,  perhaps,  occafion  it  not  to 
turn  fo  eafily  at  the  ends  of  the 
land.  I  have,  however,  had  it 
in  idea,  to  fix  fome  kind  of  ftan^ 
dard  on  the  head  of  the  rake  for  a 
line,  like  the  Norfolk  plough- 
lines,  to  come  back  to,  that  the 
man  might  guide  the  horfe  him- 
felf,  and  fave  the  expence  of  a 
boy  to  lead  him  ;  but  to  this 
there  feeai  to  arife  fome  objec- 
tions. 

One  horfe,  and  a  boy  to  lead 
him,  with  a  man  to  clear  the 
rake,  will  eafily  rake  twelve  acres 
of  ftiibble  in  a  day  ;  and  if  two 
horfes  are  taken  into  the  field,  to 
be  ufed  alternately,  twenty  acres 
might  be  raked  in  the  fame  time  ; 
but  this  would  be  hard  work  for 
the  man. 

The  Manner  of  ufing  it  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

The  rake  being  put  on  the 
brcail-work  of  the  Norfolk  plough, 
in  the  hxne.  manner  as  the  ploughs 
are,  the  horfe  draws  it  with  the 
fame  traces,  &c.  (only  in  the 
plough  two  horfes  are  ufed,  and 
here  but  one)  and  being  fet  into 
its  work  to  a  proper  height,  ac- 
cording as  the  Aubble  is  long  or 
fliort,  the  boy  leads  the  horfe 
acrofs  the  ridges,  th«  corn  being 
previoufly  put  in  cocks  by  the 
forkers ;  the  man  follows  the  rake, 
and  when  it  is  filled,  he  fpeaks  to 
the  boy,  who  llops  the  horfe,  and 
puts  him  back  a  llep  or  two.  This 
is  done  that  the  man,  by  drawing 
the  rake  back  a  little,  may  the 
more  eafily  and  fpeedily  free  it 
from  the  corn  ;  then  lifting  it  up, 
and  the  horfe  Jnftantly  going  on, 

he 
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he  drops  the  rake  juft  beyond  the 
ridge  rhus  gathered  together.  This 
he  repeats  as  often  as  it  is  full,  till 
he  reaches  the  end  of  the  land. 
Then  he  turns,  and,  coming  back 
by  the  fide  of  the  part  raked, 
empties  the  rake  adjoining  to  the 
other.  By  this  means  the  raked 
corn  lies  in  ftrait  rows  acrofs  the 
field,  and,  when  dry,  is  turned 
if  necefTary,  gathered  up,  and 
carried  away. 

I  am  fatisfied  it  might  alfo  be 
advantageoufly  employed  in  rak- 
ing upland  hay-ground,  and  all 
forts  of  feed  clover- land. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  mention, 
that  in  the  hrl\  rake  \  made,  the 
teeth  were  only  three  inches  afun- 
der.  I  foon  found  they  were  too 
clofe.  Taking,  therefore,  every 
other  one  out,  I  made  another  fix 
inches  afunder— the  holes  in  the 
firft  not  being  filled  up,  the  teeth 
might,  if  necefliiry,  be  replaced, 
and  then  would  be  thick  enough 
to  rake  any  gentleman's  lawn 
which  is  kept  frequently  mown. 

I  make  no  apology  for  this 
trouble — my  intention  Ihall  plead 
my  excufe  ;  and  therefore  only 
add,  that  I  am,  your  obedient 
humble  fervant, 

George  Boswell. 


InJlruSiions  for  the  Prevention  and 
Cure  of  the  Epizootj  or  contagious 
DijUmptr  among  Horned  tattle 
TranJJated  from  tie  French  (f 
Monf.  De  Saive,  y^pothecary  to 
the  Prince  Eijhop  of  Liege,  hv 
Mr.  Moreau,  of  Bath.  From 
the  fame. 

FARMERS   have  no  need  to 
be  informed,  how  important 
a  matter  the  prefervaticn  of  their 
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cattle  is.      The    confiderable   ad- 
vantages    they    reap    from     them 
when  iree  from  accidents,  and  the 
lofles  they  fufFer  when  diftempera 
fpread    among    their    herds,    are 
fufficient    motives    to  make    them 
feel  the  intereft  th°y  have  in  pre- 
fervinj  their  cow-houfes,    (tables. 
Sec.    trom    the    infedion,    and    ia 
ufing  all  poHible  means  to  prevent 
its  progrefs.      But   as    fatal  expe- 
rience has  proved  that  the  ufe  of 
medicines,     with    the    powers    of 
which     they    were    not    vvell    ac~ 
qnainted,     has      been     frequently 
more  prejudicial   than  falutary  ia 
the   Epizooty ;    and    that    country 
people   by    placing    an    unlimited 
confidence   in   pretended  /pecifics, 
purchafed    at    a   very   high  price, 
have  \eiy  often   been   drawn  into 
a   double    lofs,    by    the    death   of 
their   cattle,    as    well   as    the  ex- 
pence  of  fuch  drugs  ;  it  is  thought 
the    communication   of   an  effica- 
cious and  cheap  manner  of  treat- 
ing    cattle     when     attacked     by 
this  diftemper,  and  of  the  means 
to  prevent  their  being  fo,  will  be 
rendering    an    eflential   fervice    to 
the  public. 

The  moment  they  perceive  any 
fymptoms  of  the  diffemper,  they 
fhould  immediately  take  about  a 
pint  and  a  half  oi  hlood  from  the 
beaft,  except  he  has  been  il!  aday  or 
two,  in  which  cafe  he  muli  not  be 
let  blood  ;  but  in  both  cafes  let  the 
following  draught  be  given  : 

l^Io.  I.  An  ounce  of  the  bcfl 
theriac  (Venice  treacle)  diflblvcd 
in  a  pint  of  vinegar,  after  whicfi 
the  back  bone  and  the  whole  hide 
muft  be  well  rubbed  uiih  a  dry 
hair  cloth,  to  heat  the  hide  and 
promote  perfpiration.  No  drink 
Ihould  be  given  him  but  a  white 
drink,  compofcd  of 

II  2  No. 
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No.  z,  A  handful  or  two  of 
rye-ir.eal  in  a  pailiul  of  clear  vva- 
ttr  ;  and,  fhou'.d  the  beali  feem 
to  want.food,  mix  up  looie  crumbs 
of  rye-bread  with  iome  of  the 
faid  white  drink,  and  give  it 
him.  The  animal's  mouth  muft 
be  waihed  twi.ce  a  day  with  a  cloth 
dipped  in  a  mixture  of 

No.  3.  Vinegar  and  water, 
{equal  quantity  of  each)  with  a 
ipoonful  of  honey  to  a  pint  of  it. 

If  on  the  fccond  day  the  beaft 
has  not  dunged,  a  clyller,  com- 
pofed  of 

No.  4:  A  pint  of  water  in 
which  bran  has  been  boiled,  two 
fpconfalb  of  fait,  and  a  final!  glafs 
of  vinegar,  muft  be  given  and 
repeated  every  day  till  th..^  evacua- 
tion; are  natural  and  regular. 

EefiJes  the  above  remedies,  the 
following  cordial  mixture  : 

No.  5.  A  pint  of  clear  water, 
i};3  fame  quantity  of  vinegar,  four 
fpoonfuls  of  honey  or  fyrup,  and 
two  glafies  of  brandy, — muft  be 
given  four  tinier  a  day  to  facilitate 
and  keep  up  perfpiration  ;  taking 
particular  care  to  repeat  the  fric- 
tion as  direcicti  r.boye, 

Should  the  beall  Hill  continue 
low  and  heavy,  the  draught  No.  i. 
muSt  be  repeated,  unlefs  he  fliould 
be  found  to  be  hot  and  thiilty,  in 
which  cafe,  iife  only  the  drink 
No.  2.  On  the  fourth  day,  if  he 
feerhs  more  lively  and  fiee  from 
heat,  purge  him  with. 

No.  (5.  Two  ounces  of  fait?, 
and  one  ounce  of  common  fait, 
difTolved  in  a  pint  of  lukewarm 
watfer,  wi;h  two  fpoonftils  of  ho- 
ney. If  this  does  not  procure  four 
or  five  evacuations,  repeat  the 
clylter  the  fame  day. 

This  mode  of  treatment  muft  be 
continued  v.ithout  intermiffion  till 


the  beaft  begins  to  eat,  then  you 
muil  only  give  him  the  white 
drink  No.  2,  and  a  little  good 
fodder,  or,  fome  rye-bread  dip- 
ped in  ftale  beer,  moderately 
fweetened  with  honey  or  fyrup. 

The  exterior  treatment  confifts 
in  the  application  of  fetons  in  the 
beginning  of  the  diftemper,  at  the 
bottom  of  the  dew-lap,  and  of 
cauteries  towards  the  horns,  be- 
tween which  fome  weight  muft  be 
.  lixtrd,  fuch  as,  a  ftone  of  a  pound 
weight,  or  more,  wrapt  up  in  a 
cloth,  to  keep  it  fteady.  This  is 
neceflary  to  keep  the  head  warm. 
But  above  all,  the  friftion  muft 
be  clofely  attended  to,  in  order  10 
determine  the  critical  eft'orts  of 
nature. 

It  would  be  well  alfo  to  evapo- 
rate vinegar  in  the  cow-houfe, 
&c.  and  if  it  could  be  done  with- 
out riique,  blowing  off  a  few 
grains  or  gun-powder,  twice  a-day 
in  them,  would  be  a  very  ufeful 
fumigation. 

If,  notwithftanding  thefe  aids, 
the  beaft  be  not  periefi'y  cured  in 
ten  or  twelve  days,  they  muft  be 
continued  without  bleeding,  un- 
leis  the  inflammation  be  very  con- 
fiderable  ;  but  if,  after  all,  the 
diftemper  does  not  give  way,  the 
beaft  muft  be  killed,  and  then  too 
much  care  cannot  be  taken  to  bury 
it  very  deep  ;  cover  it  ovtr  with 
the  earth  which  came  out  of  the 
hole,  and  a  turf  over  all,  in  or- 
der to  prevent  the  putrid  vapours, 
which  exhale  from  fuch  carrion, 
corrupting  the  air  and  fpreading 
the  infection. 

As  to  the  prefervatives  from 
infedion,  the  principal,  after  hav- 
ing taken  every  precaution  poffi- 
ble  to  prevent  its  communication 
from  other  herds,  confifts  ia  walh- 

ing 
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ing  the  racks,  troughs.  Sec.  and 
the  hide  of  the  beaft  every  day, 
with  plenty  of  water  ;  and,  as  the 
generality  of  people  feem  to  place 
great  confidence  in  (Irong  aroma- 
tic fumigations,  they  are  advifed, 
inftead  of  the  expenfive  drugs  of 
which  fuch  fumig'ations  are  com- 
pofed,  to  uie  fires  made  with  the 
branches  of  green  wood,  throtv- 
ing  pitch  on  it  to  quicken  the 
flamei  and  perfume  the  air;  thel'e 
fires  muft  be  lighted  at  iome  dif- 
tance  from  the  houfes,  for  fear  of 
accidents. 

Common  fait,  given  in  fmall 
quantities  every  day  to  horned 
cattle,  is  reckoned  an  excellent 
prefervative,  particularly  in  a 
learned  diff  rtation  on  the  conta- 
gious diftempers  among  horned 
cattle,  by  Monf.  De  Limbourg, 
M.  D  and  F.  R.  S.  of  London. 
It  Ihould  be  obferved,  that  though 
the  report  of  an  Epizoory  is  often 
fpread,  yet  all  the  diforders  to 
which  cattle  are  liable  fhould  net 
be  attributed  to  this  epidemical 
dillemper,  fmce  they  are  not  ex- 
empted from  this  even  when  no 
contagious  dillemper  reigns. — 
Therefore,  when  a  bead  is  taken 
ill,  enquiry  fhould  be  made  if  tne 
infedion  is  in  the  neighbourhood, 
as  in  fuch  cafe,  a  fufpicion  of  its 
being  the  Epizooty  would  be  weil 
grounded,  and  immediate  recourfc 
Ihould  be  had  to  the  remedies 
above-mentioned. 

But,  as  it  often  h.ippens  that 
cattle  fall  fick  after  having  eaten 
bad  fodder,  or  having  grazed  in 
frorty  weather  on  the  tops  of 
herbs,  &c.  when  covered  with 
ice  and  fnow,  (to  prevent  their 
doing  which,  ail  ooiiible  care 
Ihould  be  taken)  to  thele  accidents 
only  are   frequently    to   be  attri- 


buted the  ficknefs  and  death  of 
many  beads  which  fall  victims  to 
them. 

There  is  another  accident  no  lefs 
dangerous,  to  which  cattle  are 
liable,  which  is,  the  wafhing  rhem 
with  waters  prepared  with  difFe. 
rent  forts  of  poi  ons,  efpeciaily 
with  arfcnic  to  kill  the  vermin  ; 
thefe  waters  occalion  an  itching 
of  the  (kin,  which  obliges  the  ani- 
mal to  lick  himfelf;  .in  doin'!^ 
which  he  fucks  in  the  poifon,  k 
is  evident,  that  fuch  pernicious 
prav^lices  may  occalion  as  fc»tal  dif- 
ailcrs  and  unhappy  loffes  to  farri- 
ers, as  even  the  Epizooty  itfelf ; 
it  cannot,  therefor?.-,  be  too  much 
recommended  to  them,  to  forbear 
the  ufe  of  fuch  things,  which  never 
fail  doing  the  niilchief  above  de- 
fcribed. 


Thoughts  on  the  Rot  in  Sheep.     From 
the  fame. 

THE  caufe  of  the  rot  in  Iheep, 
fays  Mr.  Bofweli,  in  his 
late  ufetui  and  ing!.'nious  publica- 
tion, is  unknown.— -Mr.  Artnur 
Young,  in  recapitulating  all  the 
information  he  couid  get,  in  his 
Eartern  tour,  obfervts,  that  ••  the 
.-iccounts  are  fo  amazinglv  contr.i- 
didory,  that  nothing  can  be  ga- 
thered from  them,"  but  conciud-s, 
that  "  every  one  knoxus  that  moil- 
ture  is  the  caufe." 

In  difTering  from  an  author  of 
Mr.  Young's  acknowledged  me- 
ric,  fupported  by  the  general  opi- 
nion of  mankind,  I  am  led  to  ex- 
amine rnv  own  fentimi^nts  with 
caution  and  dillruil  ; — but,  uniefs 
it  is  only  meant,  that  moilture  is 
general y  the  renmte  caufe,  it  will  be 
difficult  to  account  fo:  the  rot  be- 

H  3  inir 
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ing  taken  on  fallows  in  a  iingle 
day,  and  in  water  meadows  lorne- 
times  in  half  an  hour,  when  in 
grounds  Oi  a  different  fort,  although 
exceflively  wet  and  llabby,  iheep 
will  remain  for  many  weeks  toge- 
ther uninjured. 

Ancither  opinion,  which  has 
many  adherents,  is,  that  the  rot 
is  owing  to  the  quick  growth  of 
*grafs  or  herbs  that  grow  in  wet 
places. 

Without  premifing,  that  all- 
bounteous  Providence  has  given 
to  every  animal  its  peculiar  tafte, 
by  which  it  diflinguifhes  the  food 
proper  for  its  prefe;  vation  and  fup- 
port,  (if  not  vitiated  by  fortui- 
tous circumltance;),  it  feems  very 
difficult  to  difcover  on  philofophi- 
cal  principles,  why  the  quick 
growth  of  grafs  fhould  render  it 
noxious, — or  why  any  herb  fhould 
at  one  feafon  produce  fatal  effefts, 
by  the  admifCon  of  pure  water 
only  into  its  component  parts, 
which  at  other  times  is  perfedly 
innocent,  although  brought  to  its 
utmoft  flrength  and  maturity  by 
the  genial  influence  of  the  fun. 
So  far  from  agreeing  with  thofe 
who  attribute  the  rot  to  quick- 
growing  grafs,  which  they  call 
flalhy,  infipid,  and  deftitute  of 
falts,  to  me  the  quicknefs  of 
growth  is  a  proof  of  its  being 
endued  with  the  moft  aftive  prin- 
ciples of  vegetation,  and  is  one 
of  the  criterions  of  its  fuperior  ex- 
cellence.—  Befides,  the  conflant 
pradlice  of  moft  farmers  in  the 
kingdom,  who,  with  the  greatell 
fecurity,  feed  their  meadows  in 
the  fpring,  when  the  grafs  fhoots 
quick,  and  is  full  of  juices,  mili- 
tates direftly  againft  this  opi- 
nion. 

Let  us    now   confider  whether 


another  caufe  may  not  be  afligned 
more  reconcileable  with  the  various 
accounts  we  receive  of  this  difor- 
der.  If  our  arguments,  however 
fpecious,arecontradiflory  to  known 
fafts,  inftead  of  condudting  us  in 
the  plain  paths  of  truth,  they  leave 
us  in  the  mazes  of  error  and  uncer- 
tainly. 

Each  fpecies  of  vegetables  and 
animals  has  its  peculiar  foil,  fitua- 
tion,  and  food,  afTigned  to  it.— 
Taught  by  unerring  inflinft  "  the 
fparrow  findeth  her  a  houfe,  the 
fwallow  a  neil,  and  the  Ilork  in  the 
heavens  knoweth  her ,  appointed 
time."  The  whole  feathered  tribe, 
indeed,  difplay  a  wonderful  fa- 
gacity  and  variety  in  the  choice 
and  ftrudture  of  their  habita- 
tions. Nor  can  it  be  doubted  that 
the  minutell:  reptile  has  its  fixed 
laws,  appointed  by  him,  whofe 
'*  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his 
works." 

The  numerous  inhabitants  of 
the  air,  earth,  and  waters,  are 
flrongly  influenced  by  the  feafons, 
and  by  the  itate  of  the  atmofphere; 
and  the  fame  caufes,  perhaps,  that 
rapidly  call  myriads  of  one  fpecies 
into  being,  may  frequently  prove 
the  deflrudion  of  another.  Is  it 
then  improbable  that  fome  infeft 
finds  its  food,  and  lays  its  eggs, 
on  the  tender  fucculent  grafs 
found  on  particular  foils,  (efpe- 
cialjy  wet  ones)  which  it  moft  de- 
lights in? — Or,  that  this  infeft 
fliould,  after  a  redundancy  of  moif- 
ture,  by  an  inftindlive  impulfe, 
quit  its  dank  and  dreary  habita- 
tion, and  its  fecundity  be  greatly 
increafed  by  fuch  feafons,  in  con- 
junflion  with  the  prolific  warmth 
of  the  fun  ? 

The  flcfh-fly  lays  her  eggs  upon 
her    food,    which    alfo    ferves   to 
fuppcrt 
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fupport  her  future  offspring  ;  and 
the  common  earth-worm  propa- 
gates its  fpecies  above  ground, 
when  the  weather  is  mild  and 
moift,  or  the  earth  dewy. 

The  eggs,  depofited  on  the 
tender  germ,  are  conveyed  with 
the  food  into  the  ftomach  and  in- 
teftines  of  the  animals,  whence 
they  are  received  into  the  la£leal 
veffels,  carried  off  in  the  chyle, 
and  pafs  into  the  blood  ;  nor  do 
they  meet  with  any  obftruftion 
until  they  arrive  at  the  capillary 
veffehofthe  liver, — Here,  as  the 
blood  filtrates  through  the  ex- 
treme branches,  anfwering  to  thofe 
of  the  Vera  Porta  in  the  human 
body,  the  fecerning  veffels  are 
too  minute  to  admit  the  impreg- 
nated ova,  which,  adhering  to 
the  membrane,  produce  thofe  ani- 
malculaj  that  feed  upon  the  liver 
and  deftroy  the  fheep.  They 
much  referable  the  fiat  hfh  called 
plaice,  are  fometimes  as  large  as 
3  filver  two-pence,  and  are  found 
both  in  the  liver  and  in  the  pipe, 
(anfwering  to  that  of  the  vena 
cava)  which  conveys  the  blood 
from  the  liver  to  the  heart. 

If  the  form  of  this  animal  is 
unlike  any  thing  we  meet  with 
among  the  infeft  tribe,  we  fhould 
confider  that  it  may  be  fo  fmall 
in  its  natural  ftate  as  to  efcape 
our  obfervation. — Or  might  not  its 
form  have  changed  with  its  fitua- 
tJOn  ? — '*  The  caterpillar  under- 
goes feveral  changes  before  it  pro- 
duces a  butterfly." 

The  various  accounts  which 
every  diligent  enquirer  muft  have 
met  with,  (as  well  as  the  indefa- 
tigable Mr.  Young)  feem  very 
confident  with  the  theory  of  this 
diforder. 

U  dry,   limed  land  in  Dcrby- 


fhire  will  rot  in  common  with 
water  -  meadows,  and  flagnanC 
marfhes  ; — if  fome  fpringy  lands 
rot  when  others  are  perfeftly 
fafe  ; — is  it  owing  to  the  circuna- 
Hance  of  water,  or  that  of  pro- 
ducing the  proper  food  or  nidus 
of  the  infedt  ?  Thofe  who  find 
their  aftergrafs  rot  till  the  autum- 
nal watering,  and  fafe  afterwards, 
might  probably  beef  opinion,  that 
the  embryo  laid  there  in  the  fuov* 
mer,  i^  then  wafhed  away  or  de- 
llroyed. 

With  regard  to  thofe  lands  that 
are  accounted  never  fafe,  if  there 
is  not  fomething  peculiar  in  the 
foil  or  fituation,  which  allures  or 
forces  the  infed  to  quit  its  abode 
at  unufual  feafons,  it  may  be  well 
worth  enquiring,  whether  from 
the  coarfenefs  of  their  nature,  or 
for  want  of  being  fufKciently  fed, 
there  is  not  fome  grafs  in  thefe 
lands  always  left  of  a  fufRcient 
length  to  fecure  the  eggs  of  the 
inledt  above  the  reach  of  the  wa- 
ter. 

Such  who  affert  that  Jloiuin^  wa- 
ter alone  is  the  caufe  of  the  rot, 
can  have  but  little  acquaintance 
with  the  Somerfetlhire  clays,  and 
are  diametrically  oppofite  to  thofe 
who  find  their  worll  land  for  rot- 
ting cured  by  watering.  Yet, 
may  net  the  water  which  produces 
this  effecl,  be  impregnated  with 
particles  deArudive  to  the  inCed., 
or  to  the  tecder  germ  which  ferves 
for  its  food  or  nidus  i* 

For  folving  another  difficulty, 
that  "  no  ewe  ever  rots  while  /he 
has  a  Iamb  by  her  fide,"  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  faculty  can  bell  in- 
form us,  whether  it  is  not  pro- 
bable, that  the  impregnated  ovum 
paffes  into  the  milk,  and  never 
arrives  at  the  liver.  The  fame 
H  4  ^'^^'■ne4 


104        A  N  N  U  A  L    R  E 

learned  gentlemen  may  think  the 
following  queltion  alib  not  un- 
worthy their  confidcration  : 

\yhy  is  the  roc  fatal  to  iTieep, 
hares,  and  rabbits,  (and  fome- 
times  to  calves),  when  cattle  of 
greater  bulk,  which  probably  take 
the  fame  food,  efcape  uninjured  f 

Is  the  digeftive  matter  in  the 
fiomach  of  th/e  different  from 
thst  of  the  others,  and  fuch  as 
will  turn  the  ova  into  a  Itate  of 
corruption  ;  or  rather,  are  not  the 
fecretory  dufts  in  the  liver  hrge 
enough  to  let  them  pafs  throuj;h, 
and  be  carried  on  in  the  ulual 
cu.irent  of  the  blood  ? 

It  fcems  to  be  an  acknowledged 
fad,  that  falt-marfhes  never  rot. 
Salt  is  pernicious  to  moil:  infeils. 
They  never  infell  gardens  where 
fea-weed  is  laid.  Common  fait 
and  water  is  a  powerful  expellent 
of  worm'  bred  in  the  hun.isn  body. 

I  could  wiih  the  intelligent 
farmer  \vOi;ld  confidcr  thefe  truths 
\vi:h  attention,  and  not  neglecl  a 
remedy  which  is  cheap,  and  always 
zt  hand. 

Lifle,  in  his  book  of  hufbandry, 
informs  us  of  a  farmer  wno  cured 
his  whole  fiock  of  the  rot,  by 
giving  each  fheep  a  handful  of 
bpanifn  fylt»  for  five  or  fix  morn- 
ir.gs  fuccelTively.  The  hint  was 
probi  bly  taken  from  the  Spaniards, 
who  frequently  give  their  (heep  Lit 
to  keep  them  healthy. 

Cn  feme  farms,  perhaps,  the 
utmoil  caution  cannot  always  pre- 
vent the  GilorJer.  In  wet  and 
warm  ieafons,  t.he  prudent  farmer 
will  remove  his  flieep  from  the 
lands  liable  to  rot.  Thofe  who 
have  it  not  in  their  power  to  do 
this,  1  would  advife  to  give  each 
fheep  a  fpoonful  of  common  fait, 
with  the  iame  quantity  of  flour. 
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in  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  water, 
once  or  twice  a  week.  When  the 
rot  is  recently  taken,  the  fame 
remedy  given  four  or  five  morn- 
ings fucceffively,  will  in  all  pro- 
bability efFedl  a  cure.  The  ad- 
dition of  the  flour  and  water  will, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  writer  of 
this,  not  only  abate  the  pungency 
of  the  fak,  but  difpofe  it  to  mix 
with  the  chyle  in  a  more  friendly 
and  efficacious  manner. 

Were  it  in  mv  power  to  com- 
municate to  the  ibciety  the  refult 
of  actual  experiment,  it  would 
doubtlefs  be  more  fatisfaitory. 
They  will,  however,  I  am  per- 
fuadcd,  accept  of  thefe  hints,  ac 
leaii  as  an  earneit  of  my  defire  to 
be  ferviceable.  Should  they  only 
tend  to  awaken  the  attention  of 
the  indufirious  hufbandman,  or  to 
excite  the  curioficy  of  fome  other 
enquirer,  who  has  more  leifure 
and  greater  abilities,  I  fnall  have 
the  fa  i  taaion  of  thinking  that 
my  fpeculations,  however  imper- 
fed,  are  not  entirely  ufelefs, 
I  am,  Sir, 
Your  very  humble  fervant, 

Benjamin  Price. 


^)i  Exi)-n£i  from  a  Frofofal  for  the 
Impro<vemeni  of  Agriculture.  Frctn 
the  Jame. 

"  '""|~'  H  E  dl£icuhy  of  inflituting 
J.  fchools  for  hufbandry,  i$ 
now  trifling,  fince  fo  many  focie- 
ties  have  been  ellablifhed  and  are 
lupported  with  fo  much  liiierali- 
ty  ;  efpeciaily  iince  the  Society  of 
Arts^  ManufaSureS;  and  Commerce^ 
is  annually  offering  fuch  vail  fums 
of  money  for  the  encouragement 
of  experiments ;  and  none  of  the 
other  focieiiei,  I  fliould  apprc- 
*  hend, 
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henJ,  are  formed  on  fo  fmail  a 
fcale  as  to  preclude  the  practica- 
bility of  taking  into  their  hands 
a  few  fields,  (and  a  few  would  be 
fufficient)  and  of  appointing  fome 
perfon  or  perfons  to  cultivate  them, 
and  inftrucl  the  pupils,  either  ac- 
cording to  the  idea  of  Lord  Molc- 
fworth,  which  points  to  the 
education  of  poor  men's  chil- 
dren ;  or,  according  to  the  idc-as 
of  Cowley  and  Sir  William  Petty, 
which  refped  the  education  of 
gentlemen's  fons  as  well  as  others. 

At  prefcnt,  however,  let  us  at- 
tend to  the  advantages  accruing 
from  each  of  the  auove  plans; 
premifing  only,  that  leclures  on 
the  theory  of  hulbandry  mail,  iiy 
all  means,  be  accompanied  with  a 
dole  attention  to-  the  praftical 
part  of  it,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may 
tend  to  corrcvil  the  miitakes  of 
fpeculntion,  to  open  and  enlarge 
the  mind,  and  to  give  a  cleaier 
inlighc  into  the  nature  of  vegeta- 
tion, and  the  very  fundamental 
principles  of  agriculture. 

Were  fchools  ellabliflied  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  kingdom  ior 
the  education  of  farmer's  loris  who 
might  be  but  In  low  circumllances, 
gentlemen  would  never  want  icn- 
fible  and  rational  improvers  of 
their  eftates,  who  would  likewife 
be  the  moll  proper  perfons  to  in- 
fu  ufi  parifli  apprentices  and  inle- 
rior  fervants.  This  the  old  e.x- 
p-.'rienced  Varro  reckoned  to  be 
of  principal  importance.  '  The 
bailift's,'  fays  he,  *  (hould  be  men 
of  fome  erudition  and  fome  degn-c 
of  relinement.'  But  more  e)pc- 
cially  ought  a  bailiif  to  be  ivell 
Jkilkd  in  rural  ceconomics  :  he 
ihould  not  only  give  orders,  but 
alfo  work  himfelf;  that  the  la- 
bourers might  imitate  him,  and 
be  convinced  it  is  with  propriety 


ht.  pre.'ides  over  them,  beciufe  hs 
excels,  them  in  the  practical  part, 
Z-j  well  as  the  fcientiiic. 

Were  this  the  cafe  with  us,  lo- 
cal and  edabliflicd  curtoais  would 
be  regi'.rded  no  farther  than  they 
are  iounJed  in  propriety;  younger 
fervants  would  be  accultomed  to 
a  variation  in  their  methods  of 
culture  as  drcumjlances  varied  ; 
new  modes^wiil  not  be  defpifed, 
becaufe  tiicy  are  new  ;  the  efi'efts 
of  experiments  would  be  modelUy 
expetied  ;  the  advantages  and  dif- 
advantagcs  attending  them,  would 
be  accurately  difcemed  ;  and  a 
continual  progrefs  would  be  made 
in  the  fcience  and  practice  of 
agriculture.  Were  fome  imart 
boys  feiedted  by  each  fociety,  and 
educated  on  the  above  plan,  they 
would  hereafter  convey  knowledge 
wherever  they  went  ;  and  their 
obiervations  would  be  better  at- 
tended 10  by  inferior  fervants, 
than  if  tliey  came  from  perions  of 
high  rank.  In  fliort,  ihry  would 
effedl  what  even  the  faperior 
knowledge  of  noblemen  and  gen- 
tlemen could  not  perform,  who 
have  more  important  objedls  in 
view  than  to  cultivate  the  ne- 
gleded  underftanding  of  every 
ruliic  labourer  they  may  have  oc- 
cafion  to  employ.  Like  fmnller 
rivulets,  branching  from  the  maia 
ft  ream,  they  would  water  and  fer- 
tilize thofe  lands  where  a  larger 
river  cannot  with  propriety  expand 
itf.lf. 

While  under  tuition  they  will 
learn  the  expediency  of  a  clean 
and  fpirited  fylleni  of  hulbandry; 
as  it  is  fuppofcd  that  their  tutor's 
fields  will  be  cultivated  on  thefe 
principles.  On  comparing  his 
crops  with  thofe  of  many  others, 
the  truth  of  Hefiod's  maxim  would 
be  apparent,  that  half  may  ht  mo.c 

than 
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than  the  ivhoU.  For  fhould  they 
think  of  becoming  tenants,  they 
will  view  an  ellate  with  this  rul- 
ing principle,  that  one  of  an 
hundred  pounds  per  annum,  well 
cultivated,  will  produce  at  the  end 
of  the  term  more  clear  profit  than 
another  of  two  hundred  a  year, 
treated  in  a  negligent  and  flovenly 
manner. 

An  injudicious  courfe  of  crop- 
ping, imperfett  tillaj^e,  partial 
and  improper  manures,  are  not 
always  to  be  attributed  to  igno> 
rance,  but  fometimes  to  the  eftate's 
being  too  large  for  the  farmer's 
capital  ;  he  does  not  command 
the  eftate,  but  the  eftate  him,  too 
frequently  to  the  great  injury  of 
both  ;  his  hands  are  bound  at  his 
/irfl  fetting  out  ;  and  it  is  much 
if  they  regain  their  freedom,  un- 
lefs  eventually,  through  his  land- 
lord's dilkaining  him  for  rent  and 
ejedling  him  from  the  premifes. 
But  what  is  the  farmer  to  do,  if 
he  cannot  find  a  farm  in  his  own 
neighbourhood  fuitable  to  his  ca- 
pital ?  fhall  he  remove  into  another 
county,  an  entire  ftranger;  or 
commence  day-labourer,  or  llarve? 

The  modern  practice  of  throw- 
ing feveral  fmall  farms  into  one, 
is  much  to  be  lamented  as  a  na- 
tional evil  in  every  view  ;  and 
calls  loudly  for  the  regulation  of 
the  legiflature. 

But  to  return  to  our  young  far- 
mer, tranfplanted  from  the  nur- 
fery,  where  his  mind  received  its 
firll:  cultivation,  unto  the  fpot 
where  he  is  fuppofed  to  fix  his  re- 
fidence. 

While  under  inftruftion,  he  was 
taught  to  form  a  pretty  good  judg- 
ment of  the  qualities,  fuch  as  the 
tenacity,  drynefs,  or  moiiture,  of 
different  fields,  from  the  herbage 


they  fpontaneoufly  produce ;  he 
will,  therefore,  immediately  per- 
ceive which  are  moll  proper  to  be 
Jirft  under  tillage,  in  order  that 
the  ejiate  may  not  be  impouerijhed. 
The  want  of  attention  to  this  cir- 
cumllance  has  kept  many  a  man 
poor  all  his  days,  under  a  notion 
that  the  befl;  ground  will  carry 
one  or  two  good  crops  of  exhauIK 
jng  corn  at  firft,  and  fo  far  prove 
of  immediate  great  gain  ;  not  con- 
fidering,  that  it  generally  proves 
a  future  heavy  lofs,  from  the  ne- 
ceffity  he  will  be  under  of  letting 
it  lie  fallow,  and  of  applying  much 
expenfive  labour  in  order  to  ex- 
tirpate weeds,  and  much  more 
expenfive  manure  in  order  to  re- 
cover its  loll  ilrength.  Yet  flill, 
there  is  a  certain  vigour  in  thofe 
fields,  which  have  been  under  a 
judicious  courfe  of  meliorating 
crops,  though  but  moderately 
manured,  which  even  a  fallow 
and  a  complete  ftercoration  cannot 
bellow  on  any  foil  which  hath  been 
pnce  impoverilhed  ;  as  may  be 
more  eafily  perceived  by  a  difcern- 
ing  eye,  than  defcribed. 

Our  farmer  hath  been  taught, 
that  the  good  ground  (on  which 
his  chief  dependence  is  for  paying 
his  rent)  if  preferved  in  good 
heart,  will  often  mend  the  bad  ; 
but  the  impoverilhing  of  one  or  two 
of  the  bell  fields  will  frequently 
afi"e(Sl  the  whole  eftate  in  the  de- 
creafe  of  its  palture,  in  lefi'ening 
the  quantity  of  manure,  and  in- 
creafing  the.expcnce  of  tillage. 

It  hath  frequently  been  incul- 
cated on  him — that  his  future 
fuccefs  depends  much  on  his  firft 
courfe  of  crops,  —  that  at  firft, 
efpecially,  meliorating  crops  are 
to  be  preferred,  as  far  as  circum- 
Itances  will  admit,  10  exhaufting 
ones  xt^ 
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oncj ; — that  the  latter,  whenever 
they  are  Town,  fhould  be  fucceed- 
ed  by  the  former  ; — that  thofe  ma- 
nures which  are  moft  apt  to  pro- 
duce nueedsy  ftiould  either  be  laid 
.on  pafture,  or  ploughed  in  for 
fuch  crops  as  can  be  beft  hoed  or 
have  the  beft  tendency  to  deftroy 
them,  viz.  beans,  peas,  turnips, 
cabbages,  &c,  —  that,  although 
fome  of  thefe  crops  may  require 
rather  more  expence,  and  not  re- 
turn that  expence  in  money  quite 
fo  foon  as  fome  of  the  exhaulling 
ones  (part  of  them  being  appro- 
priated to  the  fattening  of  cattle, 
by  which  means,  the  bell  of  ma- 
nure is  raifed  and  in  the  largell 
quantity)  yet,  like  thofe  bees 
which  travel  fartheft,  and  ftay  out 
longed,  they  generally  return 
home  moft  deeply  laden  ;  —  that 
the  dung-heap  be  moft  feduloufly 
regarded  as  the  foundation  of  his 
future  wealth  ; — but  that  no  ma- 
nure fhould  be  laid  on  wet  fpringy 
lands  before  they  have  been  drain- 
ed, unlefs  he  chufes  to  fink  the 
profits  of  all  his  other  fields. 

He  hath  been  taught  to  venture 
on  fome  few  experiments,  on  ge- 
neral fixed  principles  ;  which, 
though  they  might  not  all  of  them 
perfectly  anfwer  his  expeflations, 
may,  neverthelefs,  throw  addi- 
tional light  on  the  fubjed  of  agri- 
culture. In  a  word,  he  will  be- 
come fit  company  for  a  gentle- 
man ;  he  will  receive  and  commu- 
nicate information  ;  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  on  account  of  that 
dole  attention  which  he  finds  re- 
quifite,  in  order  that  he  may  pay 
his  rent,  he  will  be  continually 
increafing  that  important  know- 
ledge which  an  uninftruded  mind 
cannot  pollibly  attain. 

Such  an  inftitutioa   as  is   here 


recommended  may  poflibly  be  of 
fervice  to  thofe  farmers  who  have 
no  particnlar  connection  with  our 
agricultural  focieties  ;  whofe  fields, 
however,  lying  open  to  the  con- 
tinual view  of  their  neighbours, 
will  be  a  conftant  leflbn  to  thofe 
who  moft  need  inftrudlion,  fpeak- 
ing  much  more  intelligibly  to 
ibem,  than  accounts  of  experi- 
ments ftated  on  paper;  againft 
which  they  will  be  frequently  ftart- 
ing  that  particular  kind  of  doubt, 
which  I  have  found  to  be  gene- 
rally exprefted  in  fome  fuch  lan- 
guage as  thi?,  it  ?nay  be  fo,  tut  I 
dot't  knoi.>j : — a  doubt  ariiing  from 
a  cloud  enveloping  their  minds, 
which  the  powers  of  reafoning  are 
very  ineft'edual  to  difpel.  But 
they  will  fometimes  learn  that  lef- 
fon  from  the  plants  of  the  field 
which  they  might  not  chufe  to 
learn  from  the  tongues  of  their 
fellow-creatures,  becaufe  they  will 
not  avowedly  acknowledge  others 
to  be  their  fuperiors  in  this  art  and 
fcience. 

The  advantages  of  fuch  an  aca- 
demy for  the  education  of  gentle- 
men's fons,  will  be  no  lefs  evi- 
dent with  regard  to  themfelves, 
their  pofterity,  and  the  nation  ia 
general. 

On  this  part  of  our  fubjeft,  my 
learned  mafter  thus  expreiles  him- 
felf : — '•  according  to  the  beft  ob- 
fervations,  the  proper  time  to  in- 
fufe  that  ufeful  part  of  natural 
philofophy  called  hufbandry,  is  ia 
the  earlier  ftage  of  life,  whea 
there  is  curiofity  and  a  thirft  for 
knowledge.  And,  if  practice 
here  could  be  joined  with  theory, 
enjoying  the  cfcw  air,  cxercife, 
and  adivity,  agree  well  wirh  the 
turn  and  caft  of  young  people, 
not    to   mention   a  revolution   oi" 

per- 
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perpetual  vafcty  which  is  very 
engaging  at  their  age. 

"  Ic  is  one  point  gained,  with- 
out doubt,  to  be  enabled  to  read 
the  hufbandry  works  of  Cato, 
Varro,  Virgil,  a;  d  Columella, 
with  tafte  and  knowledge.  It 
may  open  a  new  walk  on  claflical 
ground;  and,  in  all  probability, 
give  young  men  certain  predirpo- 
iitions  in  favour  of  agriculture. 
Yet  ftill,  the  whole  combined  to- 
gether will  produce  bnt  flight  ef- 
fe^t^y  unlefs  we  call  in  the  affif- 
tance  of  facls  and  experience. 

•'  Something  of  this  kind  ought 
certainly  to  be  done,  and  the 
complaint  of  Columella,  when  he 
fays  with  fome  degree  of  warmth, 
*'  Agricolationis  doftores  qui  fe 
profitereritur  neque  ditcipuJos  cog- 
jiovi,"  Ihould,  if  poilible,  be  re- 
moved." 

The  former  part  of  this  quota- 
tion evidently  intimates,  that  the 
improvement  of  young  geniiemen 
in  claflical  learning,  would  not  be 
impeded,  but  rather  promoted, 
by  attending  to  agriculture  ;  and 
the  experience  of  every  one  who 
has  led  a  ftudious  life  will  telli fy, 
that  the  open  air  invigorates  the 
mind,  and  prepares  it  for  receiV' 
ing  inftruction,  bccaufe  i:  can  bear 
application  only  ro  a  cer.t^in  de- 
gree, and  (lands  in  need  of  being 
frequently  re-invigcrated  by  a- 
mufemencs  and  lighter  fcudies.  • 

Time  is  precious,  and  might 
be  virtually  lengthened  by  a  pro- 
per difpofal  of  it.  V/hcn  the 
itiind  is  fatigued  with  clofe  ap- 
plication, exercife  in  the  open  nir 
will  renew  its  ftrength  and  afti- 
vity.  Aaditior.ai  to  their  being 
taught  the  value  of  the  dilierent 
fields  ever  which  they  m?.y  walk 
with  their  tutor,  from  ihe  various 


plants  each  field  naturally  pro- 
duces, botany  may  be  attended 
to  as  a  pleafing  and  inilruftive 
fcience ;  neither  ftsoi'ld  planting 
and  gardening,  by  any  means, 
be  negledlcd  ;  nor  the  art  of  fur- 
veying  and  delineating  eftates  be 
confidercd  as  beneath  their  no- 
tice. 

In  bad  weather  they  may  be  oc- 
cafionally  amufed  with  experi- 
ments on  various  branches  of  na- 
tural philoiophy  ; — the  efFecls  of 
the  air  with  regard  to  vegetation, 
and  the  nature  of  different  earths 
ar.d  manures,  after  the  manner  of 
the  Dodtors  Home,  Fordyce,  Ain- 
flie,  Prieitley,  &c.  They  fhould 
alio  be  inirrufted  in  the  princi- 
ples of  mechanics,  efpecially  that 
part  which  relates  to  hydraulics, 
it  being  of  principal  utility  in 
draining,  and  other  modes  of  im- 
proving eftates. 

Thefe  are  circumftances  from 
which  many  of  the  capital  im- 
provements lately  made,  in  a  great 
meafure,  originated,  'i  hey  were 
indeed  ccnhdered  of  principal  im- 
portance by  Sir  William  Petty, 
*  one  of  the  greatell  men  of  that 
or  any  other  age,'  who  recom- 
mends them  with  earneftnefs,  for 
reafcns  highly  worthy  of  himfelf, 
and  which  will  be  mentioned  here- 
auer. 

Having  gained  fome  knowledge 
of  agricuiture,  they  will  read  the 
works  of  the  ancient  agricultural 
writers  with  improvement  and 
pieafure ;  a  circumltance  which 
vviii  much  expedite  the  knowledge 
of  the  languages.  for  wirhouc 
excluding  other  prcfe  authors, 
may  I  no:  venture  to  aflert,  that 
the  ancient  writers  on  husbandry 
arc,  from  the  nature  of  their  fub- 
jei't    and    their  clafiical    Ilyle,    as 
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proper  for  young  perfons,  and  as 
fuitabJe  to  their  difpofitions  and 
capacities,  as  any  they  generally 
read  ?  Indeed  I  have  always  been 
apt  to  fufpecl,  that  putting  the 
works  of  Homer,  Horace,  Virgil, 
Ovid,  or,  in  fadl,  any  other  poet, 
into  the  hands  ot  boys  before  their 
minds  are  properly  furniihed,  and 
their  taile  and  judgment  fufficient- 
]y  advanced,  to  enter  into  the 
fpiric  of  thofe  excellent  writers, 
has  been  only  rendering  learning 
irkfome  to  them,  and  proved  the 
means  of  their  bidding  a  final 
adieu  not  only  to  thofe  authors,  but 
to  all  claflical  literature,  when  they 
have  left  their  grammar- fchools  ; 
not  to  mention  that  prcj'e  writers 
feem,  in  themfeK-cs,  beft  calcu- 
lated to  teach  any  language  by, 
as  well  as  to  convey  the  moll  uie- 
ful  information  to  the  minds  of 
youth. 

Poetry  and  painting  are  fi;:er 
arts ;  they  alike  receive  advantae)es 
from  rural  fcenes :  witnefs  the  fix 
pallorals  of  Mr.  Smith,  than 
whom,  as  a  landfcape-painter, 
and  as  a  poet,  chi-;  age  hath  not, 
perhaps,  produced  a  greater. 

I'hc  following  is  one  inilance, 
among  many  others,  to  prove  how 
favourable  an  intimate  acquaint- 
ance with  rural  images  is  to  poe- 
tical dcfcription. 

"  The  night  W3»   ftill — :hc  (ilvcr  reoon  oa 

'•  Dapplc.l   the   mount.'.ins   f.om   a  clouucJ 

(ky  : 
"  Silent  as  fleecy  clouds  thro'  a?:her  failv 
"  lict.iie    X.W    (jtnile-'uie.ithi,ig     Summ-.r's 

gale  ; 
*'  Sn  thri)'  the  mlfly  vale  in  twilight  grry, 
"  The     flcrpy    waters     gently    palRd     a- 

Engagiiig  in  rural  concerns  will 
itrengthcn  the  vvlvpie  human  frami.-. 
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the  powers  of  the  mind,  as  well  as 
the    members   of   the    body  ;    will 
give    a    manly     turn    to    thought, 
duly  regulated  and  refined  by   po- 
lice   literature.       A     perfon     thus 
educated  will  never  want  a  variety 
of  entertainment  in  the  country  to 
fill  up  his  time  in  a  manner  equal- 
ly  innocent,  rational,  and  ufeful. 
He  will  be  continually  increafing 
in    valuable  knowledge,  and   pre- 
ferve  hinifelf  from  that  diflipatioii 
which    esxjrvaces    the    mind,    ren- 
ders retirement  burthenfome,  and 
the   more    public   and   momentous 
concerns  of  life  too  arduoui  to  be 
executed    with    propriety  and  de- 
corum.     He  will   enjoy    his   otium 
cum   liigtitate,     and,    at   the   fame 
time,     his     private      amul'ementi 
will    give    a   certain    dignity    and 
polifn  to  his  fentiments,  which  on 
all  occafions  he  will  be  the  better 
enabled  to  exprefs  in  public,  wic!i 
a  truly  Briiilli  fpirit,  Roman  firm- 
nefs,  and  Attic  elegance.     There 
will  appear  in   hi»  whole  manner 
and   addrfcls    that  f.mplux  mundiiiis 
which    is     equally    removed    from 
empty    afFected     fopp-iihnefs     and 
mere   clowni/h  rufticity.     He  will 
be    fitted  for   fuch   department  in 
the    government  of    the   Itate    a* 
may  belt  fuit  the   natural   bent  of 
his  genius,  whenever  his  affiilance 
may    be    thought    necefijry  ;    and 
may   rank    hereafter    among  thofe 
worthies  uho  had  a.'led   the  fame 
part  before    him,  and  vvhofe  eulo- 
gium    may    be    delivered    in    th** 
words  of  the  Roman  orator,  *•  Ab 
aratro  arcciiebantar    qui    conftiles 
fit-rent — Sues  enim   agros    iluJioic 
colebant,    non  alienos  cupiue   ap- 
petebaiu,  quibus   rebus,    ct    at»rij 
et  uibilus  et  nationibus  rcm-^uoli- 
cam,   atque    hoc  imperiuni  tt   po- 
puli  Romani  noir-cn  auxeruni." 

Eut 
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But  to  return  into  the  more 
humble  walk  of  cultivation  and 
emolument. 

When  our  young  pupil  fiiall 
come  to  the  pofreflion  of  his  pater- 
nal eftate,  he  will  immediately 
perceive  what  is  to  be  done  to  the 
beft  advantage ;  he  will  be  able 
JO  dircB  his  fervan.ts,  rather  than 
be  itnpofed  upon  by  them,  which 
jmuft  ever  be  the  cafe  when  the 
jnalter  is  unacquainted  with  the 
bufinefs  he  fuperintends.  This  is 
a  matter  of  high  importance.  For, 
if  in  any  other  profeflion  he 
ihould  fpend  his  fortune,  it  is 
poflible  he  may  be  the  only  fuf- 
ferer ;  but  it  is  not  fo  in  agricul- 
ture. Every  field  is,  in  fome  re- 
fpeft,  public  property;  and,  if 
his  crops  fail  through  unfkilful 
management,  whatever  is  loll  by 
the  owner,  is,  in  fome  degree,  a 
lofs  to  the  community  at  large. 

When  I  refiedt  on  this,  and  con- 
fider  how  much  the  crops  are  di- 
minifhed,  through  the  miftaken 
notions  and  obitinacy  of  the  com- 
mon farmers,  efpecially  when  they 
r#nt  larger  ellates  than  they  have 
Ilrength  to  manage;  and  when  I 
view  the  almolt  immeafurabic 
quantity  of  improvcable  land 
which  yet  remains  walle  and  next 
to  barren  ;  I  cannot  but  agree  to 
the  fuppofuion  of  Mr.  Ilarie,  that 
the  lands  of  England  may  be  made 
to  produce  one-fi3Cth  part  more 
than  they  do  :  a  peine  this  of  great 
national  importance,  amounting 
to  near  four  millions  of  money 
annually  ! 

Whatever  advantages  may  ac- 
crue to  gentlemen  from  commit- 
ting their  eftates  to  the  manage- 
ment of  fuch  a  ikilfuj  and  welU 
educated  bailifT,  as  hath  been 
above    recommended,     yet     they 


fhould  not  be  left  nvhoUy  to  him ; 
for  experience  hath  too  often 
fiiewn,  that  the  integrity  of  a 
man's  heart  does  not  always  keep 
pace  with  his  underftanding.  In- 
dolence, felf-interell,  pleafure, 
and  other  temptations,  may  caufe 
him  to  negleft  his  mailer's  in- 
tcreft,  at  a  critical  time  ;  the  evils 
of  which  neglei^  may  not  be  re- 
medied for  years  together.  Every 
one  who  hath  attended  to  works  of 
hufbandry  muft  be  fenfible,  that 
in  all  their  feveral  parts  they  are 
only  links  of  one  chain  ;  either  of 
which  being  broken,  the  whole 
work  is  frequently  thrown  into 
confufion,  particularly  with  •••e- 
gard  to  the  moft  proper  feafons 
for  the  different  labours  of  the 
field  ;  a  circuraftance  of  no  fmall 
moment  in  our  varying  climate. 

This  fentiment  Ihould  be  im- 
preffed  with  all  poflible  energy ; 
and  it  cannot  be  done  in  more 
forcible  and  comprehenfive  terms 
than  thofe  of  Cato,  "  Res  rullica 
fic  eft,  fi  unam  rem  ferd  feceris, 
omnia  ojera  fero  facies." 

It  is  likewife  to  be  obferved  that, 
although  the  gentleman's  crops 
may,  in  many  inltanccs,  be  larger 
than  thofe  of  other  men  ;  yet,  by 
trufting  too  much  to  his  fervants, 
he  is  often  put  to  needlefs  ex- 
pence,  which  die  common  farmers 
avoid,  and  on  account  of  which 
they  objeft  to  the  propriety  of  his 
method  ;  fo  that  hereby  the  public- 
fpirited  gentleman  fometimes  hurts 
the  caufe  he  intends  to  ferve. 

However,  the  well-educated 
bailiffs  are  more  likely  to  do 
their  mafters  ftrift  juftice  than  the 
illiterate  ;  thofe  little  meanneffes 
which  the  latter  hardly  think  any 
thing  of,  though  frequently  at- 
tended with  co«fi46rable  difadvan- 
sy  cages. 
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tages,  tlie  former  are  in  general 
above  committing,  bccaufe  they 
know  better. 

Indeed  I  cannot  confider  the 
ftudy  and  profeffion  of  agriculture 
as  any  way  unbecoming  the  cha- 
racter of  a  clergyman  ;  he  may 
hereafter  prove  of  great  fervlce  to 
his  country  parilhioners,  as  his 
advice  and  method  of  proceeding 
would  be  readily  attended  to  by 
the  younger  part  of  his  parifhion- 
ers,  and  he  will  have  frequent  op- 
portunities of  conveying  jufl:  ideas 
of  improving  their  modes  of  cul- 
tivation. Thus  the  knowledge 
of  agriculture  may  be  diffufed  in 
every  part  of  the  country,  where 
fuch  a  gentleman  fixes  his  refi- 
dence  Should  his  cure  be  bat 
fmall,  he  will  have  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity of  preferving  himfelf  from 
that  dependance,  which  might  too 
often  lefTen  the  weight  and  energy 
which  fhould  always  accompany 
his  religious  inftructions. 

It  was  thought  proper  to  re- 
ferve  Sir  William  Petty's  Ad'uict 
for  the  advancement  of  Learnings 
for  this  place;  becaufe  his  plan 
is  in  itfelf  highly  judicious,  and 
includes  the  ideas  of  Cowley  and 
Lord  Molefvvorth. 

Sir  William  propofes,  '*  that 
■  there  be  inltituted  literary  work- 
houfes,  where  children  may  be 
taught  as  well  to  do  fomething  to- 
wards their  living  as  to  read  and 
write. 

"  That  the  bufinefs  of  educa- 
tion be  ferioufly  ftudied  and  prac- 
tifed  by  the  bell  and  ablell  perfons. 

"  1  hat  all  children,  above  fe- 
ven  years  old,  may  be  prefented 
to  this  kind  of  education  ;  none 
being  excluded  by  rciifon  of  the 
poverty  and  inability  of  their  pa- 
rents ;  for  hereby  it  hath  come  to 


pafs,  that  many  are  now  holding 
the  plough,  who  might  be  made 
fit  to  lleer  the  ftate. 

"  That  all  children,  thou 
of  the  highell  rank,  be  taught 
fome  genteel  manufadlure,  ia 
their  minority,  or  turning  of  cu- 
rious figures,  &:c.  limning  and 
painting  on  glafs  or  in  oil  colours, 
botanies  and  gardening,  chymi- 
flry,  &c.  &c. 

"  And  all  for  thefe  reafons : — - 
they  (hall  be  lefs  fubjedl  to  be  im- 
pofed  upon  by  artificers ;  they 
will  become  more  induftrious  in 
general ;  they  will  certainly  bring 
to  pafs  moll  excellent  works,  be- 
ing, as  gentlemen,  ambitious  to 
excel  ordinary  workmen.  They 
being  able  to  make  experiments 
themfelves,  may  do  it  with  lefs 
charge  and  more  care  than  others 
will  do  it  for  them.  It  may  en- 
gage them  to  be  Maecenas's  and 
patrons  of  arts.  It  will  keep 
them  from  worfe  occafions  of 
fpending  their  time  and  eftates ; 
as  it  will  be  a  great  ornament  in 
profperity,  fo  it  will  be  a  great 
refuge  and  Hay  in  adverfity  and 
common  calamity." 

After  theCs  obfervations,  need 
any  thing  be  added  to  fhew  the 
advantages  of  fuch  an  education, 
except  attempting  to  obviate  an 
objedion  which  may  poffibly  arife 
with  regard  to  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  proper  tutors  ? 

I'his,  however,  feems  to  be  a 
difficulty,  which,  in  this  enlight- 
ened age,  may  be  foon  I'urmount- 
ed.  1  imagine  there  are  many 
perfons  in  the  kingdom  well  (kill- 
ed in  fcicntific  and  practical  know- 
ledge, who  would,  were  they  en- 
couraged, readily  llcp  forward, 
and  reduce  agriculture  (both  in 
theory  and  pradice,  with  all  its 
connec- 
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connexions  and  dependencies  on 
botany,  chemirtry,  and  other 
braiicbes  of"  rjatural  philofophy) 
into  a  fyftem  of  education  as  re- 
gular, plain,  and  introdudory  to 
right  cc:ndu£l,  as  in  any  other  art 
"Pr  profefTion  in  life.  Let  it  but 
^aVe  a  beginning,  and  inllruc- 
tors  would,  no  doubt,  foon 
abound." 


Jldditlonal  Ohfernjations  to  a  Tred- 
iije,  entitled.  The  prefetit  Method 
of  Inoculution  for  the  Small- P ex, 
i^c.  publijhed  by  the  Author  fame 
Years  ago,  from  Baron  Dimf- 
dale'j  TraBs  on  Inoculation. 

SINCE  she  publication  of  the 
above  -  mentioned  treatife,  I 
have  continued  the  praftice  of  in- 
oculation, and  attended  to  every 
part  of  the  procefs,  with  the  ut- 
mcft  circumfpeclion,  in  order,  as 
much  as  poffible,  to  reduce  the 
preparatory  regin;en,  and  I'ubfe- 
quent  management  of  the  patients, 
to  a  greater  degree  of  certainty. 

In  this  adciuon  therefore,  I  fiiall 
make  fuch  obfervations  as  appear 
10  be  of  the  moil  importance,  and 
to  render  them  as  connedled  as 
pcfiibie,  I  fliail  follow  the  order 
obferved  in  that  efiay. 

I  do  not  find  much  reafon  to 
alter  my  fentiments,  delivered  in 
the  firli  chapter,  with  refpe£l  to 
the  age,  ccnllitution,  and  feafon 
of  the  year,  proper  for  inocula- 
tion. 

Although  I  am  ftil!  of  opinion 
that  the  inoculation  of  children 
under  two  years  of  age,  is  liable 
to  objeflion,  I  have  neverthelefs 
had  rt-peatcd  occafion  to  inoculate 
many  under  that  age,  without  a 
fingle  inllance  of  any  fatal  confe- 


quence  ;  if,  therefore,  from  fitua- 
tion,  or  other  circumftances,  there 
is  danger  of  taking  the  difeafe  by 
natural  infection,  it  may  be  very 
advifeabie  to  inoculate  during  this 
early  period. 

In  addition  to  this,  I  would  jult 
drop  this  cautionary  remark,  that 
children    with    heads    remarkably 
large,    in   proportion  to  their  bo- 
dies, appear  to  me  exceptionable 
fubjefis ;    I   particularly    refer    to 
fuch    children    as  may  have  been 
furpetled  of  having  had  water  in 
the   ventricles    of    the    brain,    in 
e.ir!y  infancy.     I  have  feen  two  of 
thefe,    where    tlie    eruptive   fever 
was    accompanied     with     a     very 
alarming    (lupcr,    which    did  net 
abate,  although  the  eruption  was 
of  a   diftinct  kind,    and   the  puf- 
tules   very    few  in    number;    and 
one  of  them,  who  had  been  fufpec- 
ted  to  have  had   the  hydrocepha- 
lus when  \z\y  young,  and  was  in- 
oculated when  four  years  old,  died 
during    the    difeafe,     without    re- 
covering from  the  ftupor,  having, 
at    the    fame    time,    a  very    mild 
and  moderate  eruption  of  puftules, 
in  which  the  prcgrefs  of  matura- 
tion did  not  fee.Ti  interrupted. 

With  refped  to  the  chapter  on 
preparation,  I  have  exprelTed  a 
doubt,  •*  whether  much,  if  not 
the  whole  of  the  preparation,  may 
net  be  difpenfed  with,  except  in 
fall  habits,  or  where  other  parti- 
cular circumftances  may  rvquire 
it."  Repeated  experience  hag 
fully  confirmed  this  opinion,  fo 
that,  for  fome  years  pait,  I  have 
not  enjoined  any  reftriftion  in  re- 
fpcdt  to  diet;  nor  diredted  any 
medicines  to  be  taken  before  the 
time  of  the  operacion,  bj-  fuch  as 
have  appeared  to  be  in  a  pnper 
ftatc  of  health.     On  the  evening 

of 
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of  the  day  in  which  the  operation 
is  performed,  I  have  for  fonxe  time 
given  a  few  grains  of  the  follow- 
ing powder,  which  is  fomewhat 
different  from  the  compofition  I 
had  before  prefcribed,  though  not 
materially. 

■[^    Merc.  dulc.  fublim,  JCs 
Pulv.  e  Chel.  Cane   c.  oiiifs 
Sulph.  Aurat.  Antimon.  gr.  24. 
Tart.  Emet.  gr.  6.    Mifce  accura- 
tiihme. 

Three  or  four  grains  of  this 
powder  is  a  fufiicient  dole  for  chil- 
dren :  I  feldom  give  more  than  fix 
grains  to  adults. 

After  the  inoculation  is  per- 
formed, the  rules  laid  down  con- 
cerning diet  are  to  be  obferved  ; 
and  a  proper  attention  being  paid 
to  prevent  collivenefs,  no  more 
medicines  are  ufually  given  till  the 
fifth  or  fixth  evening  after  the  ope- 
ration ;  on  one  of  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  greater  or  Icfs  apparent 
inflammation  of  the  infedled  arms, 
I  repeat  the  fame  quantity  of  the 
powder  as  before.  As  this  quan- 
tity commonly  produces  in  chil- 
dren two  or  three  ftools  on  the 
following  day,  no  further  medi- 
cine is  neceffary  for  them.  But 
to  adults  I  ufually  prefcribe  a 
gentle  purgative  the  morning  af- 
ter the  exhibition  of  the  powder, 
and  the  repetition,  or  omillion,  of 
the  powder,  in  all  cafes,  is  to  be 
regulated  according  to  the  fymp- 
toms.  tiometinr.es  a  third  dofe  is 
ordered  about  the  time  of  the  erup- 
tion. 

There  are,  however,  perfons  of 
robull  and  plethoric  conlHtuiions, 
to  whom,  not  only  a  very  modz- 
rate  diet,  but  fome  evacuations 
are  neccfl"ary,  previous  to  the  ope- 
ration. 

Vol.  XXI v. 
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I  am  alfo  clearly  perfuaded,  that 
feveral  tender  and  delicate  perfons 
have  fuffered  greatly,  from  the 
want  of  fkill  in  thofe  who  indifcri- 
minately  prefcribe  the  rules  laid 
down  for  preparation,  for  all  con- 
llitutions  alike;  enjoining  a  ftrift 
abftemious  diet,  and  injudicioufly 
exhibiting  mercurials,  and  othef 
acflive  medicines;  by  thefe  means 
reducing  the  Arength  of  the  patient 
too  low,  and  expofing  him  to  un- 
pecefl'ary  fuiferings,  and  fometimej 
to  great  danger. 

Convinced  of  this  truth  by  many 
initances  which  have  fallen  within 
my  own  obfervation,  I  have  been 
cautious  in  giving  mercurials,  or 
repeated  purgations,  or  of  refufing 
the  ufe  of  common  diet  to  fuch 
conftitucions;  but  have  allowed 
light  animal  food  at  dinner,  with  a 
glafs  or  two  of  wine,  ascullom  may 
have  occafionally  made  neceffary, 
during  the  whole  time  preceding 
the  eruptive  fever. 

By  thefe  means,  perfons  of  very 
delicate  habits  have  not  only  been 
conduJted  through  this  difeafe, 
without  any  unfavourable  fymp- 
tom,  but,  inftead  of  being  fubjeft- 
ed  to  a  variety  of  diforders,  have 
even  enjoyed  a  better  rtate  of  healik 
after,  than  before  ;  but  here  like- 
wife  it  is  impoflible  to  fix  any  ge- 
neral rule.  The  management  of 
every  one  muft  be  fubmitted  to  th« 
judgment  of  the  operaror,  who 
fhould  neither  ncglecfi  to  give  pro- 
per mcdici&es  v%hen  the  occafion 
requires,  nor  by  a  multiplicity  of 
diredions  interrupt  nature  in  her 
efforts. 

At  the  end  of  this  chapter  I 
have  mentioned  an  inflance  undef 
my  own  obfervation,  '•  of  a  child 
born  nine  weeks  after  inocula- 
tion, at  the   full   time,  with  dif. 

1  tin6^ 
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tinft  marks  of  the  diieafe,  though 
the  mocher  had  very  few  eruptions." 
I  have  fince  feen  inftances,  in  a  ge- 
neral inoculation  of  a  village  near 
Hertford,  in  which  two  women 
with  child  were  inoculated,  and 
each  had  a  plentiful  eruption  of 
fmall-pox :  three  or  four  years 
afterwards  I  inoculated  the  chil- 
dren, and  both  had  the  difcafe 
with  a  tolerable  number  of  puf- 
tules.  1  will  juft  add,  that  al- 
though of  many  pregnant  women 
that  I  have  inoculated,  not  one 
mifcarried  during  the  difeafe;  yet 
I  have  known  mifcarriages  to 
happen  in  a  fhort  time  after  their 
recovery  :  I  therefore  think  it  un- 
advifeable  to  inoculate  women  in 
that  ftate,  unlefs  the  neceffity  of  the 
cafe  requires  it. 

To  the  third  chapter  concerning 
infedioTiy  it  feems  not  improper  to 
add,  that  the  method  I  now  ge- 
nerally ufe  in  performing  the  in- 
oculation, as  believing  it  to  be 
the  belt,  is  fimply  this.  The 
point  of  a  lancet  flightly  dipped  in 
the  recent  variolous  matter,  which 
I  prefer  taking  during  the  erup- 
tive fever,  is  introduced  obliquely 
between  the  cuticula  and  cutis,  fo 
as  to  make  the  fmalleil  punfture 
poffible,  rarely  producing  a  drop 
of  blood.  The  finger  is  then  gent- 
ly prefied  on  the  lancet  while  in- 
troduced, which,  being  turned,  is 
withdrawn. 

The  precaution  of  turning  the 
lancet  is,  that  the  matter  may  be 
more  certainly  wiped  off  and  in- 
ferted.  This  operation  is  free 
from  pain. 

This  mode  of  praftice  I  formerly 
did  not  entirely  approve  of,  but 
from  further  experience,  I  find  it 
the  bell,  and  it  always  fucceeds 
*vhen  properly  conducted. 


I  fcr.T.erly  made  it  a  point  to  in- 
oculate with  fluid  matter,  as  has 
been  defcribed  ;  but  it  being  hard- 
ly pofTible  at  all  times  to  find  pa- 
tients in  a  proper  flate ;  and  fome 
perfons  objedling  to  this  inter- 
courfe,  from  an  apprehenfion  of 
danger,  I  have  for  a  confiderable 
time  found  the  following  method 
equally  fuccefsful.  A  lancet  well 
infefted,  or  matter  placed,  when 
in  a  fluid  flate,  on  a  plate  of  glafs 
or  gold,  and  afterwards  fufFered 
to  dry,  is  held  over  the  fteam  of 
boiling  water,  or  a  fmall  quan- 
tity of  water,  barely  fufiicient  for 
dilution,  is  added  to  it,  and  the 
matter,  thus  moillened  or  diluted, 
is  ufed  for  the  purpofe  of  inocula- 
tion ;  as  1  know  of  no  difference  as 
to  the  fuccefs,  where  there  is  an 
opportunity  of  advifing  with  a  pa- 
tient, I  confent  to  the  choice  of 
either  method. 

In  the  next  chapter,  on  the pro- 
grefs  of  infe£lion,  extenfive  expe- 
rience has  abundantly  convinced 
me,  that  at  the  commencement 
of  the  eruptive  flate,  when  a  higli 
degree  of  fever,  and  other  alarm- 
ing fymptoms,  threaten  a  large  or 
unfavourable  eruption,  the  going 
out  in  the  frefh  cool  air,  and  tak- 
ing evacuants,  are  ablolutely  ne- 
cefiary,  and  productive  of  the  hap- 
picft  ef]"edb. 

But  the  fame  treatment  is  not  re- 
quired where  the  complaints  are 
moderate,  and  the  conilitution  of 
the  patient  is  delicate.  1  have 
therefore,  in  fuch  cafes,  relaxed 
confidcrably  in  this  particular,  and 
it  is  now  my  praftice  with  fuch  pa- 
tients, to  difpenfe  wich  thefe  in- 
junctions. 

The  eruption  being  completed, 
and   the  complaints  much  abated, 
or  entirely  removed,  a  ilricl  ad- 
herence 
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hfrrence  to  the  very  cold  regimen 
is  by  no  means  requifite,  but  on 
ftjme  ©ccafions  may  be  attended 
with  danger.  Where  the  eruption 
is  abundant  (which  whatever  may 
be  afferted  by  fome  praftitioners, 
will  fometimes  happen,  notwith- 
ftanding  every  precaution  is  ufed) 
I  recommend  confinement  to  the 
chamber,  that  the  eafe  of  the  pa- 
tient, which  is  now  become  a  ne- 
cefTary  objefl,  may  be  fully  con- 
fulted.  For  though  the  pultules 
may  be  quite  diftiniS,  and  with- 
out any  apparent  danger,  yet  as 
each  of  thefe  is  like  a  little  boil, 
all  taken  together  mufl:  neceffarily 
cccafion  much  uneafinefs  and  pain, 
efpecially  when  the  patient  is  in 
ihotion. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  the 
room  Hiould  be  kept  moderately 
cool,  of  fuch  a  temperature  as  to 
be  agreeably  warm  to  thofe  who 
are  fitting  in  it ;  for  the  fudden 
tranfition  from  a  warm  clofe  room, 
to  a  cool  airy  one,  may  prove 
very  dangerous  to  the  patient, 
and  is  therefore  not  to  be  ufed,  but 
with  great  difcretion,  as  will  evi- 
dently appear  from  the  following 
inllance. 

I  was  defired  to  vifit  a  woman 
who  had  a  good  fort  of  natural 
fmall-pox,  though  very  full. — 
Through  the  exceflive  officioufnefs 
of  thofe  about  her,  who  had  feen 
the  good  effects,  in  fome  cafes,  of 
expofing  the  Tick  to  the  cold  air, 
ftie  was,  near  the  time  of  matura- 
tion, forced  out  of  bed,  drefled, 
and  removed  into  ^  cool  room.— 
Here  fhe  fainted  away,  the  puf- 
tules  all  funk,  and  fhe  fecmed 
expiring;  but  by  being  imme- 
diately put  into  bed,  and  taking 
feme  cordial  medicines,  the  puf- 
tules  rofe  again,  and  fhe  foon  be- 


came better.  It  muft,  however,  be 
acknowledged,  that  her  life  was  ex- 
pofed  to  the  moll  imminent  dan- 
ger. Extremes  therefore fnould  be 
cautioufly  avoided. 

I  have  alfo  been  called  on  to 
vifit  other  patients,  ill  of  the  na- 
tural fmall-pox,  who  from  a  pre- 
vailing idea  that  the  cold  regi- 
men was  proper  in  every  ftage  of 
the  difeafe,  have  evidently  been 
expofed  to  danger,  by  having 
been  injudicioufly  carried  out  at 
the  time  the  puftules  were  far  ad- 
vanced in  maturation  ;  and  I  have 
even  known  this  improper  treat- 
ment pradlifed  in  the  middle  of 
winter. 

If  the  quantity  of  puftules  be 
large ;  if  the  fever,  after  the 
eruption,  remains  in  any  confi- 
derabie  degree,  and  the  fkin  feels 
ftretched  and  painful,  but  more 
efpecially  if  the  throat  be  fore,  fo 
as  to  render  fwallowing  very  diffi- 
cult (which  in  a  few  inftances 
has  happened)  in  fuch  cafes  I  ap- 
ply a  blifter  plaifter  upon  the 
very  place  of  the  arm  where  the 
incifion  was  made.  For  in  fuch 
cafes  it  frequently  happens,  that 
the  inoculated  part  is  the  principal 
feat  of  pain,  occafioned  by  a  duller 
of  confluent  puftules  formed  about 
the  incifion,  which  feems  to  point 
out  the  propriety  of  diminilhing 
the  tenfion  and  inflammajcion  of 
the  part,  and  difcharging  the 
acrid  variolous  matter,  as  it  were 
from  the  fountain,  whence  the 
whole  mifchief  had  its  fource.  The 
blifter  plaifter  1  ufe  is  aliout  the 
fize  of  an  Engiilh  crown  piece^  and 
con  fills  of, 

Pulv.  Cantharid. 

Unguent.    Bafilic.    flaVf    (Pharm. 
Lond.)  ana.  q.  s, 
I  %  This 
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This  is  fprcad  pretty  thick  on  a 
fofc  linen  rag,  whofe  edges  are  co- 
vered with  Tome  (licking  plaif.er, 
in  order  the  better  to  fix  the  bliller 
plaiiler  on  the  part. 

Let  it  be  gently  prefled  till  it 
flicks  a  little,  putting  a  fmall 
piece  of  lint  between  it  and  the 
inoculated  puftule,  and  fufFer  it 
to  remain  on  about  twelve  hours. 
It  will  almoft  infallibly  produce 
both  fpeedy  and  confiderable  re- 
lief. 

The  bliller  plaifter  being  re- 
moved, the  part  is  to  be  drefl'ed 
with  a  little  Unguent.  Eafilic. 
flav.  on  a  pledget  of  lint,  and  the 
whole  covered  with  a  little  cerate 
epulotic  of  the  fame  difpenfatory, 
fpread  on  a  foft  linen  cloth  ;  and 
this  cerate,  I  think,  is  always 
preferable  to  any  other  applica- 
tion that  has  been,  or  is  now  iu 
common  ufe  for  drelHng  biifter 
piaiilers. 

I  do  Bot  know  that  any  perfon 
has  ever  pradifed  this  method  of 
applying    bijiler    plaifters  on    the 

inoculated    parts,    except  myfelf, 
and  thol'e  who  have  received  this 

information  from  me;  but  its  effects 

are   fo  fpeedy  and  ialutary,  as  to 

render  it  worthy  of  genciral  ufe  on 

fuch  occafionb.     it  like*ife  gives 

*nuch  left  trouble  than   the  appli- 
cation  of    large    bliiler   plaifters, 

»pt>n    other    parts    of    the    body, 

which  are  not  only  more  paintul, 

but  lefs  efficacious.     It  is  indeed 

attended  with  fo  little  uneafiaefs, 

that  even  children    feldom  com- 
plain of  it. 

It   may   perhaps   be  imagined, 

that  from  this  application  the  fore 

may    afterwards   become  trouble- 

foma    to    the    patient;  bjt  expe- 
rience is  againit  this  fuppofition  ; 

for    when    I  have  inoculated  in 


both  arms,  and  bliftered  only  one, 
the  bliftered  incifion  has  moft  com- 
monly healed  fooner  than  the 
other. 

Under  this  head  I  have  alfo  to 
add,  that  in  feme  cafes,  particiv- 
larly  of  young  children,  it  hap- 
pens that  the  inoculated  part,  even 
early  in  the  difeafe,  inflames  con- 
iiderably,  fo  as  to  occafion  great 
yeHlelTnefs  and  fever,  although 
the  puilules  on  other  parts  are 
very  few,  and  of  a  good  kind  ;  in 
this  fiate  I  apply  a  common  cata- 
piafm  of  bread  and  lailk  to  the 
part,  which,  with  «rtainty,  gives 
relief. 

Some  refpedable  praditioners 
having  exprefled  their  fatisfatTtion 
with  that  part  of  the  chapter  oF 
anomalous  fymptoms.  Sec.  where 
the  eryfipelatous  ralh  that  had 
fometimc's  been  miftaken  for  a  con- 
fluent fmall-pox,  was  (hewn  to  be 
inoffenfive;  I  am  tncouraged  to 
mention  another  complaint  that 
has  feveral  times  dittreffed  me 
greatly,  and  I  make  no  doubt  ha« 
alfo  occurred  to  others  in  the  courfs 
of  their  praftice,  with  what  1 
elleem  to  be  the  caufe,  and  bell 
maiiuer  of  treating  it. 

Sometimes  a  patient  who  has 
paSed  through  tiie  eruptive  fe- 
ver, in  the  ufual  manner,  with 
mode;?ate  fymptoms,  and  been  re- 
lieved fioai  every  complaint  by 
the  eruption  of  a  few  puftules,. 
has,  fifter  all  apprehenfions  of  fa- 
lure  illnefi  ceal'ed^  been  unex- 
pefledly  attacked  with  a  fmart, 
and  even  alarming  degree  cf  fe- 
ster, accompanied  vvi'-h  great  reit- 
IciTnefs,  and  very  frequently  in 
children  with  uncommon  fits  cs 
crying.  Not  being  able  to  ac- 
count for  this  complaint  from  any 
circiimitances  bsloriging  to  thi$ 
difeafe. 
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dlfeafe,  I  for  a  time,  attributed  it 
to  fo.ne  unknown  caufe,  indepen 
dent  of  the  finail  pox;  burobltiv- 
ing  that  feizurfs  of  the  fame  kind 
happened  in  feveral  inltances,  my 
attention  was  excite"  to  invclligate 
its  true  caule,  which  i  am  now 
convinced  origmat^'S  from  puftules 
lituared  on  the  iniernal  part  of  the 
mouth,  or  on  the  membranous 
part-  of  the  nofe  or  oe!bphagus.  f 
have  always  treated  this  complaint 
fuccefsfuUy,  bymodeiate  cordiajs, 
fufficicnt  to  pro'iuce  a  flight  per- 
fpiration,  bv  which  means,  the 
whole  diiturbance  has  generally 
been  over  in  twenty. four  hours, 
and  no  further  inconvenience  has 
been  fufFered  from  it  ;  this  arifes 
from  the  abatement  of  the  tenfion  ; 
for  it  is  obferved,  that  the  pultules 
on  thofe  parts,  which  are  conltant- 
ly  hot  and  moilt,  come  to  maturity 
much  earlier  than  thofe  on  the 
ikin. 

In  the  lafl:  paragraph  of  the 
chapter,  on  the  cenfequen<ts  cf  this 
tnetbod  of  moculatien,  ii  isoblerved, 
that  *'  I  nrmly  believe  no  one  has 
ever  had,  or  can  have,  the  dif- 
temper  a  fecond  time,  ei(her  in  the 
natural  way,  or  from  inoculation." 
Although  1  am  fupported  in  this 
opinion  by  the  moU  eminent  Eng- 
iifti  phyficians,  yet  1  have  found 
many  pcrfons  in  Rullia,  who  affirm, 
they  have  had  the  Imail-pox  t\\ice, 
fome  even  thrice.  This  however 
does  iiot  induce  me  to  change  my 
opinion,  as  it  io  probable,  rav, 
more  than  probable,  that  thofe 
who  have  beep  entrulkd  with  the 
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care  of  perfons  under  eruptive  dif- 
orders,  have  been  themfe'ves  de- 
ceived, as  tothe  natuie  and  quality 
of  luch  eruptions. 

it  is  not  my  intention  to  difpute 
this  point  ?t  prelent;  if  however 
we  fuppofe  fome  to  have  had  the 
natural  fma!!-pox  twice,  this  cir- 
comflance,  inftead  of  making  a- 
gainit  inoculation,  is  an  argument 
in  its  favour,  as  i  can  with  the  ut- 
moll  truth  declare,  that  of  the  very 
great  number  of  thofe  I  have  in- 
ocubitfd  (feveral  of  whom  have 
p.iffed  through  the  difeafe  in  a  very 
flight  manner)  I  never  heard  that 
a  lingle  perfon  has  had,  or  even 
been  fufpefled  to  have  had,  the 
Imall-pox  a  fecond  time.  The 
inoculated  therefore  feem  to  be 
more  fecure  than  thofe  who  have 
had  the  difeafe  naturally.  Thac 
initances  have  happened,  though 
not  in  my  own  praflice,  where 
inoculated  perfons  have  afterwards 
taken  the  natural  fmall-pox,  I  have 
heard,  and  believe;  but  fo  far  as 
I  have  been  able  to  difcover  by  my 
enquiries,  it  has  conftantly  hap- 
pen-jd  that  the  operator  has  been 
deceived;  indeed,  there  was  much 
greater  ambiguity  and  hazard  of 
its  falling  in  the  former  metnod, 
by  large  inciilons  and  the  ufe  of 
plaiders,  than  in  the  prefent  prac- 
tice, where  the  whole  progrefs  of 
infection  is  fo  plain,  that  an  ex- 
perienced praftitioner  c;n  hardly 
be  millaken.  This,  added  to  the 
certainty  of  infeding,  are  flrong 
recommendations  of  the  prefenC- 
pradice. 


A  N  T  r- 
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U'ljiory  and  Antiquities  of  the  For- 
trejfes  and  Cajiles  in  the  Ifle  of 
Wight.  From  Sir  Richard 
Worfley'i  Hifory  of  that  IJland. 

OF  the  fortrefles  on  this  ifland, 
the  caftJe  of  Carifbrooke 
claims  the  firft  notice;  not  only 
from  its  antiquity,  but  becaufe  all 
lands  were  held  of  the  lord,  as 
of  the  caflle  of  Carifbrooke,  by 
the  fervice  of  defending  it  againft 
an  enemy,  whence  it  was  called 
the  Honour  of  Carifbrooke.  It 
appears  by  Domefday-book  to 
have  been  built  by  "William  Fitz- 
Olborne,  Earl  of  Hereford,  and 
the  firft  lord  of  the  ifland,  foon 
after  the  Norman  conqueft,  and 
inoft  probably  at  the  fame  time 
that  he  founded  the  Priory.  The 
land  on  which  the  caftle  ftands 
was  part  of  the  Manor  of  Aving- 
ton. 

This  caftle  ftands  on  a  foiall 
hill,  about  a  mile  fouth-weft  cf 
the  town  of  Newport,  and  over- 
looking the  village  of  Carifbrooke; 
the  walls  of  the  original  fortrefs 
include  about  an  acre  and  an  half 
of  ground,  and  are  nearly  in  fi- 


gure a  reftangular  parallelogram,, 
having  the  angles  rounded  *.  The 
greatell  length  is  from  eaft  to 
weft.  The  old  caftle  is  furround- 
ed  by  a  more  modern  fortification, 
faced  with  ftone,  of  an  irregular 
pentagonal  form,  defended  by  five 
baftions ;  thefe  out-works,  which 
are  in  circuit  about  three  quarters 
of  a  mile,  and  encompafTed  by  a 
deep  ditch,  circumfcribe  in  the 
whole  about  twenty  actes ;  they 
were  added  in  the  time  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  and  are  faid  to  have 
been  conllrufted  on  the  fame  plan 
as  thofe  of  Antwerp  f.  On  a 
fmall  projedling  flone,  on  the 
north-eaft  corner,  is  carved  the 
date  one  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  ninety-eight.  The  entrance 
is  on  the  weft  fide  in  the  curtin, 
between  two  baftions,  through  a 
fmall  ftone  gateway  ;  on  the  arch 
of  which  is  the  date  one  thou- 
fand five  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight,  with  the  initial  letters 
E.  R. 

This  gate  leads  to  a  fecond,  of 
much  greater  antiquity,  machi* 
eclated  and  flanked  by  two  large 
round    towers.     It  is  fuppofed  to 


*  Thefe  angles  were  taken  down  and  rebuilt  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  as  appears 
by  the  date  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  one  on  the  fouth-eaft  angle. 

\  By  an  Italian  engineer,  nanied  Genebella,  who  had  likewii'e  been  employed 
in  the  fortifications  of  that  city,     Oglander's  MS, 

have 
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have  been  built  by  Lord  Wood- 
ville,  in  the  time  of  Edward  the 
Fourth,  his  arms  being  carved  on 
a  ftone  at  the  top,  and  the  rofes 
of  York  on  each  fide.  The  old 
gate,  with  its  wicket  of  ftrong 
lattice-work,  faftened  with  large 
nails  at  every  crofling,  is  ftill  re- 
maining, and  opens  into  the 
Caftle-yard.  Entering  the  area, 
on  the  right  hand  ftands  the  cha- 
pel of  St.  Nicholas,  with  its  en- 
clofed  cosmetery,  but  no  fervice 
is  now  performed  in  it;  the  pre- 
fent  building  was  erefted  on  the 
ruins  of  an  ancient  chapel,  en- 
dowed when  Domefday-book  was 
compiled.  Over  the  former  cha- 
pel was  an  armory,  containing 
breaft,  back,  and  head- pieces  for 
two  or  three  troops  of  horfe  ;  but 
defenfive  armour  being  out  of  ufe, 
they  were  fold  by  order  of  Lord 
Cadogan,  when  governor.  Over 
the  door  is  carved  G.  II.  1738  ; 
and  by  a  ftone  tablet  at  the  eaft 
end,  we  are  informed  that  it  was 
rebuilt  during  the  government  of 
Lord  Lymington.  Farther  to- 
wards the  left  hand  are  the  ruins 
of  feme  buildings,  faid  to  be  thofe 
in  which  King  Charles  the  Firlt 
was  confined;  and  a  window  is 
fhewn  for  that  through  which  he 
attempted  to  efcape ;  beyond 
thefe  are  the  barracks  and  gover- 
ror's  houfe ;  the  latter  contains 
(everal  jjood  rooms,  with  coved 
cielings.  It  has,  occafionally, 
been  ufed  for  a  military  hofpi- 
tal ;  and  certainly  a  more  pro- 
per place,  with  reiped  to  both  air 
and  iituation,  could  not  have  been 
found. 

In  the  north-eaft  angle  of  the 
bale 'court,  on  a  mount  raifed  con- 
iiderably  above  the  other  build- 
ings.  Hands   the    Keep,  cr  Dun- 
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geon  ;  its  figure  Is  an  Irregular 
polygon  ;  the  afccnt  to  it  is  by 
feventy-two  fleps  up  the  fide  of 
the  mount,  and  there  are  more 
within  ;  each  ftep  is  about  nine 
inches.  This  multangular  tower 
bears  evident  marks  of  great  anti- 
quity :  fome  of  the  angles  are 
ftrengthened  by  walling  of  hewn 
ftone,  which  were  probably  ad- 
ded under  Edward  the  Fourth, 
when  the  great  gate  was  rebuilt. 
There  is  a  well  here,  faid  to  be 
three  hundred  feet  deep,  but  it 
has  been  partly  filled  up  as  ufelefs 
and  dangerous:  the  Keep  com- 
mands a  moft  extenfive  and  beauti- 
ful profped,  which  is  not  con- 
fined to  the  ifland  only,  but  takes 
in  the  New  Foreft  and  Portfdown, 
with  the  fea  intervening  at  difrereat 
points. 

At  the  fouth-eaft  angle  Hands 
the  remains  of  another  tower, 
called  Montjoy's  Tower ;  the 
walls  in  fome  places  were  eighteen 
feet  thick ;  the  view  from  it  not 
fo  extenfive  as  thnt  from  th« 
Keep.  The  rampart  between  thefe 
towers  is  about  twenty  feet  high, 
and  eight  feet  thick,  including 
a  parapet  of  two  feet  and  a  half, 
w^ich  was  carried  quite  round  the 
caftle. 

Under  a  fmall  building  in  the 
caftle  yard  is  another  well,  more 
than  two  hundred  feet  deep, 
whence  the  water  for  the  ufe  ot 
the  garrifon  was  drawn  by  means 
of  a  large  wheel,  turned  by  an 
afs :  this  duty  was  for  forty  years 
perfoimed  by  the  fame  animal, 
not  long  fince  dead,  who,  on  ac- 
count of  his  long  fervices,  be- 
came one  of  the  curiofities  of  the 
place.  Down  this  well  it  is  ufual 
to  drop  a  pin,  which,  after  a  lapfe 
of  about   three    feconds  of  time, 

i  ^  produces 
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produces  a  greater  found  than  can 
well  be  conceived  by  thole  who 
bave  not  heard  it. 

The  caftle  was  probably  repaired 
by  Montacute,  Earl  of  Salifbury, 
who  held  the  lordfhip  of  this 
ifland  in  the  ninth  year  of  Richard 
the  Second,  the  three  lozenges, 
the  arms  of  that  family,  being 
placed  on  a  buttrefs  at  the  cor- 
ner of  part  of  the  governor's 
lodgings ;  but  much  the  greacer 
portion  of  the  buildings  now 
{landing,  particularly  the  gover- 
nor's apartments,  the  offices  and 
outworks,  were  built  in  the  time 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  who,  at  the 
folicitation  of  Sir  George  Carey, 
when  England  was  threatened 
with  the  famous  Spanifh  Armada, 
gave  four  thoufand  pounds  to- 
wards the  expences.  Sir  George 
alfo  procured  four  hundred  pounds 
from  the  gentlemen  of  the  ifland,' 
and  the  commonalty  contributed 
their  perfonal  labour,  by  digging 
the  outward  ditch  gratis.  The 
governor  was  aflifted  in  the  direc- 
tion of  thefe  works  by  Thomas 
Worfley,  Efq;  and  the  whole 
amount,  including  the  repairs  of 
Yarmouth  caftle  and  Sharpnore 
fort,  i'  Hill  extant  in  a  long  parch- 
ment roll,  figned  with  the  ac- 
quittance of  the  Lord  Treafurer 
Burghley.  This  roll  contains 
many  curious  particulars  of  the 
prices  of  labour  and  materials  at 
that  time  :  a  copy  of  it  is  given  in 
the  Appendix.  An  armourer  and 
fletcher,  paid  by  the  queen,  were 
lelident  here  in  that  reign,  as  ap 
pears  by  the  appointment  in  Sir 
Richard  Worfley's  patent. 

1  he  lord^  of  the  iflind,  and  the 
governor5^  fjnce  their  time,  have 
made  this  caftle  their  place  of  re- 
fid'^nce.  The  firft  charter  of  the 
Countefs  Ifabella  de  Fortibus   to 


the  town  of  Newport  is  dated  from 
hence  ;  and  the  will  of  Philippa, 
iJuchefs  of  York,  was  publilhed 
here  the  ninth  year  of  Henry  the 
Sixth,  wherein  (he  ftyles  hcrfelf 
Duchefs  of  York,  and  Lady  of  the 
Ifleof  Wight. 

Carifbrooke  caftle  has  been  ren- 
dered remarkable  by  the  confine- 
ment of  Charles  the  Firft,  who, 
taking  refuge  here,  was  detained 
a  priloner  from  November  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty 
feven  to  September  one  thou- 
fand fix  hundred  and  forty- 
eight,  when  he  was  fuffered  to' 
remove  to  Newport,  and  to  re- 
new his  treaty  with  the  parlia- 
ment. The  particulars  of  his 
treatment  will  be  mentioned  in 
the  account  given  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Colonel  Hammond.  On 
the  king's  death,  it  was  convert- 
ed into  a  prifon  for  his  childrenj 
wherein  died  the  Lady  Elizabeth, 
whom  the  levelling  rulers  of  that 
time  are  faid  to  have  intended  to 
apprentice  to  a  button  maker. 
She  was  buried  at  Newport.  It 
was  likewife  made  a  prifon  by 
Cromwell  and  Charles  the  Se- 
cond. 

There  are  feveral  other  forts  in 
this  ifland,  which  were  all  ercfted 
about  the  thirty-fixth  year  of  Henry 
the  Eighth,  when  many  other  forts 
and  blockhoufes  were  built  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  coaft  of  Eng- 
land. 

Sandown  fort  commands  a  bay 
on  the  fouth-eaft  fid*  of  the  ifland, 
where  there  is  a  good  landing- 
place.  It  is  a  very  low  fquare 
building,  flanked  by  four  baf- 
tions,  and  encompaJTed  by  a  ditch. 
Being  efteemed  of  the  greatefl 
confequence  of  any  fort  in  the 
ifland,  it  had  an  eftablilhment, 
confifting  of  a  mafter  gunner,  and 
5  thirty 
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thirty  foldiers ;   but  this  has  fince  Hijlory   and   Antiquities    of    Carif- 

been    rc'j uced,    and    the    pay    of  brooke    Priory,    in    the  Ifle    of 

twenty-two  of  the  foldiers  applied  Wight.     From  the  fame. 
to  encreafing    the   falaries    of    the 

maiter  gunners  of  the  other  forts.  ^  |  ''HE     charters,    grants,    and 

It  had    been  mucli   negleded,   but  X      confirmations  of  the  Priory 

lately  has  been  put  into  repair  at  of    Carifbrooke    are    regiitered    in 

a  very  confiderable  expence  to  the  the    Chartuiary ;    they    confilt   of 


crown,  and  the  apartments  made 
fit  for  the  reception  of  the  cap- 
tain* who  refides  here  in  the 
fummer. 

Yarmouth  caftle  was  baik  for 
the  defence  of  the  entry  into  Frefh- 
water,  or  Yar  river:  it  is  fituated 
on  the  north-weft  part  of  the 
illand,  and  at  the  well  end  of  the 
town  :  part  of  it  ftands  on  the 
wall  of  the  church,  demolifhed  by 


between  two  and  three  hundred* 
of  which  very  few  are  of  confe- 
quence,  being  chiefly  grants  of 
inconfiderable  parcels  of  land  ;  the 
moll  important  are. 

The  Charter  of  Earl  Baldwin,  in 
the  Reign  cf  King  Stephen. 

Baldwin,  Earl  of  Devon,  and 
lord  of  the  idand,  confirms 
to    the     Abbot    and    Convent    of 


the  French  in  the  thirty-fifth  ol  Lyra,  all  tithes,  lands,  rents, 
Henry  the  Eighth.  It  is  much  and  benefices,  which  they  hold  in 
of  the  fame  conilruftion  with  thofe  the  Ifle  of  Wight;  to  hold  as  free- 
built  in  that  reign,  and  was  ereJl-  ly  as  they  held  the  fame  in  the 
cd  under  the  direftion  of  Richard  time  of  William  Fitz  Ofl^orne,  or 
Worfley,  captain  of  the  illand,  Richard  de  Redvers,  father  of  the 
together  with  another  fort,  called  faid  htaldwin.  But  under  this  con- 
Worfley's  Tower.  dition,    that   Geoffrey,  the  clerk* 

Carey's    Sconce,    or    Sharpnore  fhall   enjoy  one   moiety,  and  bte- 

fort,  about  a  mile  to  the  weft  of  phen,  the  clerk,  the  other  moiety, 

Yarmouth,    was    afterwards     biiilt  during  their  lives;    paying   thirty 

by     Sir    George    Carey,    in    the  {hillings  each  yearly  to  the  Abbey 

room  of  Worfley's  Tower,  which  of    Lyra,    in    acknowledgment  of 

flood  at  a  very  fmall  dirtance  weft-  its  being  the  mother  chur.  h  ;  and 

ward  of  the  Sconce,  oppofite  Hurft  after  their  deaths    the    church  of 

caftle,  but  was  then   fallen  to  de-  Carift)rook    Ihall    remain    to    the 

cay.  Abbot  and    Convent  of  Lyra,    to 

Weft  Cowes  caftle  ftands  on  the  be  freely  by  them  enjoyed,  either 

weft  fide  of  the  river  Medina:  it  as     demefne,    or    they    may    fend 

is  a  fmall  ftone  building,  with  a  Monks  to   the  faid   church.     lef~ 

femi-circular     battery.      Oppofite,  tihu,  Pagano  'viie  comi/e,   Brieno  de 


on  the  caft  fide  of  the  river,  was 
another  fore  of  the  fame  kind  ; 
when  entire,  they  jointly  prote(fi- 
ed  the  harbour.  '1  his  is  now  fo 
totally  demoliftied,  that  there  is 
pot  the  leaft  veftige  of  it  remain- 
ing- 


Infula,   Gerva/ia   Abbate  de  ^ad' 
raria,  et  aliis. 

The  Charter  of  William  de  Ver- 
nun,  in  the  Reign  of  K.  John. 

He  grants   and   confirms  to  the 
church  of  Caiifljrook,    t'-uro  marks 

per 
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per  an-nm,  devifed  by  his  nephew, 
Richard  de  Redvers,  Earl  of  De- 
von, to  be  received  out  of  the 
toll  of  the  ifland,  by  the  baylifF 
of  his  New  Borough  (Newport)  : 
and  the  Monk>  of  Carifbrook, 
delivered  into  the  hands  of  the 
faid  earl,  in  the  prefence  of  his  ba- 
rons, the  charter  of  the  faid  Rich- 
ard :  by  the  terms  of  this  grant, 
the  Monks  of  Carifbrook  are  bound 
to  perform  daily  fervice  in  the 
chapel  of  Newport;  yet  the  bur- 
gefles,  both  men  and  women,  are 
to  go  to  the  mother  church  of 
Carifbrook  on  the  great  fedivals, 
according  to  cullom.  Teftibus 
Mabilia  Comitijfa,  Waltero  Ahhate, 
IVilio  fil.  Stuij,  Roberto  fil.  Brieni, 
cum  multis  aliis. 

General  Charter  of  Confirmation 
by  William  de  Vernun. 

This  charter  confirms  to  the 
Abbot  and  Convent  of  Lyra  all 
former  grants;  namely  the  church 
of  Carifbrook,  with  the  chapels 
of  Northwood,  Shorwell,  the 
chapel  of  the  Infirm,  and  of  the 
New  Borough  ;  the  churches  of 
Arreton,  Whippingham,  New- 
church,  Godfhill,  Niton,  and 
»e(hwater,  alfo  the  tithes  of  all 
his  demefne  lands  in  the  ifland, 
viz.  the  tithes  of  Frefliwater,  Af- 
feton,  Compton,  Brook,  of  Nine- 
wood,  held  by  the  Prior  of  Chrift- 
church,  and  two  parts  of  the  tithes 
Kii  Shalfieet,  and  Chefsle,  the 
tithes  of  the  demefnes  of  Robert 
of  Shorwell,  there  and  at  Ulwar- 
ton  ;  of  the  demefnes  of  Niton, 
Stenbury,  Week,  and  Appuldur- 
combe,  and  other  the  demefne 
lands  of  Montfourg,  and  Apfe, 
belonging  to  the  Canons  of  Chrift- 


church  ;  the  tithes  of  the  de- 
mefnes of  Ralph  de  Glamorgan, 
at  Yaverland,  alfo  of  Nunwell, 
and  Whippingham  :  the  tithes  of 
the  demefnes  of  Herbert  Fitz- 
Turbert,  and  Hugh  de  Clerken- 
hull,  and  from  Shide,  of  the  de- 
mefnes of  William  de  Argenton, 
and  the  moiety  of  the  church  of 
Chale,  with  forty  {hillings  an- 
nual rent,  paid  by  the  Monks  of 
Quarr  to  the  Monks  of  Lyra,  for 
the  tithes  of  Arreton,  Hafely, 
Boucombe,  and  Shalcombe,  twen- 
ty fhillings  rent  paid  out  of  Bou- 
combe, one  yardland  in  Bou- 
combe, and  another  in  Wroxall, 
four  (hillings  from  Week,  and 
three  fhillings  from  the  two  Ni- 
tons ;  in  Frefhwater,  two  men 
with  a  yardland;  and  in  Comp- 
ton and  Brook,  two  men  and  two 
yardlands  ;  and  in  Witcombe,  one 
free  tenement  with  its  land  ;  in 
the  hamlet  of  Caldlands  in  the 
New  Foreft,  one  man  with  his 
lands ;  two  marks  from  the  New 
Borough,  of  the  toll  of  the. ifland, 
according  to  the  will  of  Richard 
de  Redvers;  with  lands  near  Ca- 
rifbrook, given  by  Paverell  de 
Argenton,  and  his  brother  Wil- 
liam, and  the  lands  exchanged 
with  Robert  Crofs. 

From  thecharter  of  Earl  Baldwin 
it  appears  that  he  afTerts  a  right  of 
nominating  the  Monks  to  the 
Priory  of  Carifbrook,  probably  as 
heir  to  the  founder  ;  and  many 
years  afterwards,  Ifabella  de  For- 
tibus  claimed  a  right  of  appro- 
bation of  the  Prior.  It  being  en- 
tered in  the  Chartalary,  that 
Richard  de  Perans,  appointed 
Prior  of  Carifbrook,  by  the  Ab- 
bot and  Convent  of  Lyra,  com- 
plained   that    Ifabella    pretended 

that 


A  N  T  I  QJJ  I  T  I  E  S. 


125 


that  the  hoafe  was  in  her  hands 
on  the  vacancy  of  the  prior,  and 
that  the  advowfon  of  the  Priory 
belonged  to  her ;  that  Ihe  took 
occafion  on  thefe  pleas  to  difturb 
and  vex  the  prior,  had  cited  him 
to  appear  and  anfwer  in  her  courts, 
and  had  amerced  him  :  on  which 
the  prior  obtained  an  injunftion, 
the  feventh  year  of  Edward  the 
Firft.  This  difpute  feems  to  have 
been  afterwards  accommodated,  as 
there  are  releafes  between  the 
countefs  and  the  prior,  wherein 
ihe  referves  to  herfelf  the  right  of 
advowfon  and  lordfhip  over  the 
priory  ;  thefe  releafes  bear  date  the 
ninth  year  of  Edward  the  Firft. 

The  claim  of  a  right  in  the  pa- 
tron, or  reprefentative  of  the 
founder,  to  the  temporalities  of  a 
religious  houfe,  in  cafe  of  a  vacan- 
cy, is  by  no  means  unprecedented  ; 
and  in  fome  inftances  feems  allow- 
ed in  the  decrees  of  the  fynod  con- 
vened by  Ottoboni,  in  the  fourth 
year  of  Henry  the  Third,  where 
patrons  were  forbid,  by  the  fixth 
canon,  to  retain  the  profits  of 
vacant  benefices,  excepting  they 
are  entitled  to  them  by  ancient 
ufage.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
at  this  time  the  nobility  of  Eng- 
land, who  were  heirs  to  the 
founders  of  religious  houfes,  and 
to  thofe  who  had  given  the  ad- 
vowfons  of  churches  to  monafte- 
ries,  had  generally  taken  great 
offence  at  the  Monks;  who,  by 
procuring  the  appropriation  of 
their  churches,  and  taking  the 
profits  to  themfelves,  had,  as  they 
conceived,  abufed  the  truft  re- 
pofed  in  them  :  the  churches  be- 
ing conferred  on  them,  not  as  fi- 
recures,  but  under  the  fuppofi- 
tion  of  their  being  the  bed  judges 


what  perfons  were  mofl:  fit  to  be  pre- 
fented  to  the  livings ;  whereas  by 
thefe  appropriations,  the  churches 
were  neglefted,  and  the  intention 
of  the  donors  defeated.  The 
Englilh  nobility  prefented  a  re- 
monftrance  on  this  fubjefl  to  Pope 
Alexander  the  Fourth,  ftating, 
*'  That  they  and  their  j- 
predeceflbrs,  outofrefpeft  '■  59* 
to  the  appearing  fanftity  of  the 
religious  focieties  in  England,  had 
liberally  conferred  on  them  their 
right  of  patronage  ;  that  by  fuch 
means  they  might  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  chufing  fit  perfons,  and 
prefenting  them  to  the  biihops,  as 
a  moft  effectual  provifion  for  the 
cure  of  fouls,  and  relief  of  the 
poor ;  whereas  they  found  this 
pious  intention  fruftrated,  roc 
only  by  papal  provifions,  that  in- 
terrupted the  right  courfe  of  pre- 
fentation,  but  chiefly  becaufe  the 
religious,  by  clandeftine  and  indi- 
reft  ways,  with  the  negleft,  or 
contempt  of  their  own  bifhops,  had 
obtained  thofe  churches  to  their 
properties,  by  concefllons  from  the 
apoltolic  fee :  on  which  account 
they  thought  themfelves  obliged 
to  refame  the  patronage  of  fuch 
converted  churches,  and  reunite 
the  advowfons  to  their  own  de- 
mefnes ;  becaufe  they  faw  the  good 
intentions  of  themfelves  and  their 
prcdeceflbrs  intirely  defeated.'* 
All  this  his  holinefs  excufed  in 
his  anfwer,  by  protcfting  **  a 
pure  and  fincere  dedgn  in  fo  ap- 
propriating fome  churches  to  re- 
ligious places,  with  the  affeiflionate 
bowels  of  piety  and  mercy;  firm!/ 
hoping  and  believing,  that  fuch 
concellions  of  charity  might  relieve 
the  wants  of  the  jeligious  and 
promote  the  worlhip  of  God  with- 
t  la 
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ja  the  refpeftive  churches :  and 
therefore,  if  their  complaints  were 
true,  he  was  forry  the  apollolical 
judgment  Ihould  be  deceived,  and 
the  facred  intention  of  the  fee  of 
Rome  be  fo  perverfely  difappoint- 
cd  :  but  far  be  it  from  them,  obe- 
dient fons,  for  this  caufe  of  ap- 
propriations and  provifions,  to  re- 
voke and  take  into  their  hands 
the  right  of  patronage,  bellowed 
on  fuch  religious  houfes,  fuice 
they  had  no  authority  to  difpofe 
of  ecclefiaftica!  affairs,  and  mull 
rot  prefume  to  touch  any  facred 
thing.  However,  with  the  af- 
iillance  of  the  bifliops,  he  would  fo 
efFeflually  labour  to  redrefs  all 
abufes,  as  to  leave  no  jui:  matter 
C'f  complaint  or  fcandal." 

The  fame  pope,  in  an  epiftle, 
two  years  afterwards,  complained, 
♦•  that  the  covetous  defjre  of  the 
religious,  had  by  falfe  pretences 
obtained  from  the  fee  of  Rome, 
the  appropriation  of  many  paro- 
chial churches  within  the  kingdom 
of  England,  and  had  by  that  poifon 
infefled  the  whole  nation :  while, 
by  thefe  means,  the  worihip  of 
Gcd  was  loft,  hofpitality  was  in- 
termitted, epifcopal  rights  were 
detained,  the  doors  of  charity  were 
ih-Ut  againit  the  poor,  the  encou- 
ragement of  ftudious  fcholars  was 
abated,  with  many  other  fcandals 
and  often ces. 

This  praflice  of  convents  pro- 
ciiring  the  appropriations  of 
churches  became  fo  fcandalous, 
that  even  the  Monks  were  afham- 
ed  of  it.  Bifhop  Kennet,  in  his 
Parochial  Antiquities,  mentions 
an  inftance,  when  Hugh  de  Le- 
von.  Abbot  of  ^:eaux,  in  Yoric- 
ftiire,  would  have  bellowed  the 
appropriation    of    the    church    of 


Eflington  on  that  abbey :  the 
Monks  themfelves  obftruded  his 
intention  for  the  fpace  of  five 
years,  protefting  againll  the  enor- 
mous injuries  which  would  arife, 
to  be  lamented  by  perfons  yet  un- 
born. Nor  was  the  difcontenton 
this  fubjed  confined  to  the  laity, 
but  even  the  bifhops  fought  to 
have  the  evil  redrelTed,  and  many 
canons  were  enaded  in  the  fynods 
for  that  purpofe,  to  which  the 
Monks  refufed  obedience,  and 
much  violence  was  ufed  by  them 
in  oppofuion  to  the  canons ;  nor 
did  they  fubmit  till  they  were  re- 
duced by  force.  The  monafteries, 
polFeffed  of  churches,  not  only  ap- 
propriated the  rents  to  their  own 
ufe,  but  frequently  farmed  them 
out;  by  which  means  the  good  in- 
tentions of  the  donors  were  fruf- 
trated. 

In  the  fynod  affembled  r. 
at  Oxford  by  Archbifhop  1^222. 
Langton,  the  thirteenth  canon  for- 
bids the  vicarage  of  any  church  to  be 
given  to  a  vicar  who  ihall  not  ferve 
the  church  ;  the  fourteenth  obliges 
thofe  who  have  benefices  to  refide  : 
the  fifteenth  appoints  a  fufficient 
portion  of  the  benefice  to  be  al- 
lowed fo"*  the  maintenance  of  the 
vicar :  and  the  fortieth  forbids  the 
letting  to  farm,  excepting  it  be 
done  for  fome  caufe,  which  Ihali 
be  approved  by  the  bilhop. 

Thefe  canons  were  alfo  r 
ordained  by  the  fynod  con-  '•      "* 
vencd  at    London,    by  Otho,   the 
pope's  legate;  and  again  by  r     ^„ 
another  lynod  held  by  Ot-  L'^Db. 
toboni,     both    of    which    require 
churches  to  be  fupplied  by  a  refi- 
dent  vicar. 

A    negled   in    the   ob-   r   ^   ^ 
fprvation  of  thefe  canons,  ^  ^  ^' 
occ^Honed 
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occaiioned    the   biihop   to   collate  thofe  who  had  violated  the  fetjuet- 

to     thofe      churches     which     feil  tration. 

to    him    by    lapfe  :    as    fully    ap-         When  King  Edward  the  Third 
pears  by  the  regiller  of  William  aflerted     his     pretenfions    to     the 
ofWykeham,  who  collated  to  the  crown  of    France,    Carifbrook,   as 
vicarage    of  Carifbrook,    void,    as  an  alien  priory,  was,   with   all  its 
h6   exprefsly    fays,    through    nog-  churches,  feized  by  the  crown,  the 
left  of  the   conftitutions  of  Otho  king    then    prefenting    to    them  $ 
and   Ottoboni.     There    had    been  and    the    priory   was    granted   to 
great  commotions  in  the  ifland  on  the    Abbey    of   Mont    Grace,    in 
rhis     occafion,     and    to    what    a  Yorkfhire,    founded     by    Thomas 
height  they  rofe   at  Godfhill,  are  Holland,    Duke    of    Surry  :    but 
feen  in   Oilhop  Woodlock's  Regi-  Kenry    the   Fourth,     in    the   firlt 
fter,    wherein    the    Monks,    with  year  of  his  feign,  probably  to  re- 
their    friends,     are     recorded     to  move  all  caufes  of  difcontent  be- 
have  held    the    church    by    force,  tween  the  courts  of  Enghnd  and 
The  bifnop  alfo  ordered  the  dean  France,    reliored   it,    with   other* 
of  the   illand,    to  put   the  clerk,  which  had  alfo  been  feized. 
collated   by   him,    in   pofieflion  of         In  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Fifthr 
the  church  of  Godftiill,   devolved  it  was  again  refumed,  and  given 
to  him,   by  virtue  of  the  canon  of  to    the    Monallcry    of   Shene,    in 
xhe  general  council.  Surry,  foui;ded  by  the  king,  where 
o  ■]        In    the   year  following,  it   continued   till   the   time   of  its 
■^     "-l    the  fame  cppofition  arofe  difToIution.     In  the  reign  of  Hen- 
at  the  church   of  Arreton,    when  ry  the  Eighth,    thdt  abbey  leafed 
the    biihop    diredled    the    dean   of  it,     together    with    the    tithes    of 
the  illand    to  induft  the  clerk  by  Godfhill    and    Freihwater,    to    Sir 
him  collated,  centra  canes  tt finga-  janies  Woriley,  at  the  annual  rent 
lot  contiaJi^ores  etreltelles, '^  agzinii  of    two     hundred     marks,     which 
all    oppoiers."      After    which  the  lesfs  was  renewed  by  his  fon  Rich - 
bilhop  excommunicated  nine  per-  ard,    whofe    widovv    marrying   Sir 
fons  for  obltrutting  hij  clerk,  with  Francis  Waifingham,   Secretary  of 
all    thofe    officiating    in    tha    faid  State  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  it  came 
church,  commanding  the  dean  of  into  his  pu{i>ffion.      It  was  at'cer- 
the    ifland    to    denounce    this   ex-  wards    purchafed    by    Sir  Thomas 
communication  in  all  the  churches  Fleming,    from    whofe    family    i: 
of  his  deanery,  at  the  time  of  high  came    to    the    prefent    pofi'effors  ; 
Hiafs,  in  which  ceremony  the  crofs  the     vicarage     remained     in     the 
was  to  be  elevated,  the  bell  rvi'.g;^  crown,     until     Charles    the    Firlt 
the  candles  firlt  lighted  and  then  gave  it  to '^ecn's  College  Oxford, 
cxtinguiflu'd,     with     every    other  To  the  church  of  Car.lbrook  be- 


circumftauce  that  could  give  fo- 
lemnity  to  the  aft.  This  was  fol- 
iowed  by  a  fcqueftration  of  the 
churchei  of  Frefliwatcr  and  God- 
ihill,  for  contempt  of  th.-  canons  ; 
aad    the    bifliop   excotumunicaicd 


longs  the  chapels  of  Northwood, 
Welt  Cowes,  and  Newport.  Ac 
the  time  of  Cardinal  Beaufort's 
taxation,  this  church  was  valued 
at  twenty  marks  per  annum,  the 
vicarage    at    fixtecn    marks,    ar.d 

the 


126       ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1781. 


|he  Procuracy  of  Lyra  at  forty 
marks.  This  priory,  having  been 
founded  when  there  were  not  more 
than  nine  or  ten  churches  in  the 
ifland,  the  Monks  enjoyed  a  larger 
jurifdidion  than  thole  of  later  in- 
ititution,  when  moft  lords  of  great 
poffeiTions,  having  built  new 
churches,  had  appropriated  the 
tithes  of  their  lands  to  ihem. 


Hijtory  and  Aiitiquities  of  the  Ora- 
tory of  Burton  in  the  Ille  of 
Wight.     From  the  fame% 

THE  Convent,  or  Oratory 
of  Burton,  or  Barton,  hav- 
ing been  dilfolved  long  before  the 
general  fupprefTion  of  monaflic 
foundations,  efcaped  the  notice 
of  Dugdale,  Speed,  Tanner,  and 
other  writers  on  religious  houfes, 
fo  that  its  cxiftence  had  nearly 
funk  into  total  oblivion.  Sir 
John  Oglander  indeed  mentions 
it  in  his  manufcript  Memoirs, 
but  his  information  appears  to 
have  been  merely  traditional  :  its 
hiftory  is  however  preferved  in  the 
regifler  of  John  de  Pontiflera, 
Biihop  of  Winchefter,  wherein 
the  liatutes  of  the  houfe  are  con- 
lirmed  by  an  inftrument,  in  which 
the  biihop  affirms  he  had  feen  the 
charters  of  John  de  Infula,  Redor 
of  Shalfleet,  and  of  Thomas  de 
Winton,  RcdorofGodfhill,  found- 
ers of  the  Oratory  of  the  Holy 
Trinity  of  Burton,  for  the  or- 
dering and  govcining  the  faid  Ora- 
.,  tory  made,  and  in  full 
'^  force,  under  the  feals  of 
the  founders,  as  follows  : 

I.  That  there  (hall  be  fix  chap- 
lains and  one  clerk  CO  ofHcate  both 


for  the  living  and  dead,  under  the 
rules  of  St.  Augullin. 

II.  That  one  of  thefe  Ihall  be 
prefented  to  the  Bifliop  of  Win- 
cheiler,  to  be  the  archprieft  ;  to 
whom  the  reft  ihall  take  an  oath 
of  obedience. 

III.  That  the  archprieft  ftiall 
be  chofen  by  the  chaplains  there 
refiding,  who  fhall  prefent  him 
to  the  biihop  within  twenty  days 
after  any  vacancy  fliall  happen. 

IV.  They  (hall  be  f»bje6t  to 
the  immediate  authority  of  the 
bifliop. 

V.  When  any  chaplain  fhall  die, 
his  goods  Ihall  remain  to  the  Ora- 
tory. 

VI.  They  fhall  have  only  one 
mefs,  with  a  pittance,  at  a  meal^ 
excepting  on  the  greater  feUivals, 
when  they  may  have  three  meffes. 

VII.  They  fhall  be  diligent  in 
reading  and  praying. 

VIII.  They  fhall  not  go  be- 
yond the  bounds  of  the  Oratory, 
without  licence  from  the  arch- 
priell. 

IX.  Their  habit  fhall  be  of  one 
colour,  either  black  or  blue  ;  they 
fliall  be  clothed  pallia  Bibernienfif 
de  nigra  boneta  cum  pileo. 

X.  The  archprielt  fhall  fit  at 
the  head  of  the  table,  next  to  him 
thofe  who  have  celebrated  magnam 
mijfain  ;  then  the  Priefl:  of  St. 
Mary  ;  next  the  Prieft  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  ;  and  then  the  priefl 
who  fays  mafs  for  the  dead. 

XI.  The  clerk  fhall  read  fome- 
thing  edifying  to  them  while  they 
dine. 

Xil.  They  fhall  fleep  in  one 
room. 

Xill.  They  fhall  ufe  a  fpecial 
prayer  for  their  benefactors. 

XIV.  They  fhall  in  all  their 
cerenignies. 
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ceremonies,   and   in   tinkling  the 
bell,  follow  the  ufe  of  Sarum. 

XV.  The  archprieft  alone  (hall 
have  charge  of  the  bufinefs  of  the 
houfe. 

XVr.  They  (hall,  all  of  them, 
at  their  admiflion  into  the  houfe, 
fwear  to  the  obfervance  of  thefe 
ftatutes. 

Thomas  de  Winton,  and  John 
de  Jnfula,  clerks,  grant  to  John 
Bifliop  of  Winchcfter,  and  his  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  the  patronage  of  their 
Oratory  at  Burton,  in  the  parifh 
of  Whippingham,  that  he  might 
become  a  proteftor  and  a  defender 
of  them,  the  archprieft,  and  his 
fellow  chaplains. 

The  biihop,  at  the  inftance  of 
John  de  Infula,  the  furviving 
founder,  Thomas,  being  then 
dead,  or  that,  after  a  year  and  a 
day  from  their  entering  into  this 
Oratory,  no  one  fhall  accept  of 
any  other  benefice,  or  (hall  depart 
the  houfe.  A<num  et  datum  in 
diSlo  Oratorio  de  Burton,  a.  1289. 
jordano  de  Kiugjlon  et  aliis  iejii- 
bus, 

n8fi  1        "^^^     archprieft     being 
^     *-'    fufpended  by  the  bilhop, 
the  dean  of  the  ifland  was  ordered 
to  trike  charge  of  his  Oratory  in 
the  houfe  at  Burton  :    foon  after, 
T    the     archprieft     being     a 
•>■'   '■>    captive  in  France,  and  the 
houfe  of  Burton  in  a  ruinous  con- 
dition, the   bi(hop  gave  orders  for 
the    houfe    to    be    repaired,    and 
other  necefl'ary  things  to  be  done. 
1        The    Oratory    was,    in 
^3^'-'    the    eighteenth     year    of 
Henry  the  Sixth,  furrcndcred  into 
the  hands  of  the  biOiop,  aiul,  to- 
gether with  its  lands,  by   the  pro- 
curement   of     bilhop     Wain  fleet, 
granicd   to  ihc  College   of  Win- 
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chefter :  it  was  endowed  wlih  the 
manor  of  Whippingham,  the  de- 
mefne  lands  of  Burton,  or  Barton, 
and  fome  lands  at  Chale.  The 
fite  and  demefnes  of  the  Oratory 
are  Itill  held  under  a  leafe  fiom 
the  Warden. and  Fellows  of  Win- 
chefter  College  ;  and  part  of  the 
old  building  is  yec  ftanding. 


Punic  Infcriptions  in  the  IVejlcm 
Boundaries  of  Canada  ;  from  the 
Gentleman' s  Magazine  for  Augujl 
1781. 

IN  the  Journal  Encyclop.  1781, 
Juin,  p.  555,  is  the  following 
article:  •'  Un  ProfelTeur  des  Lan- 
.  gues  Orientales  a  Cambridge  en 
Jmerique  vient  d'envoyer  a  M.  de 
Gebelin,  auteur  du  "  Monde  Pri- 
mitif,"  trois  Infcriptions  Pu- 
niques,  qu'on  a  trauvees  gravees 
fur  des  rochers,  a  I'embouchure 
d'une  riviere  qui  eft  a  50  milles  du 
fud  de  Boiion.  Elles  furent 
gravees  par  ies  Carthaginois  qui 
aborderent  fur  cette  plage  mecon- 
nuc.  Elles  ont  pour  objet  leur 
arrivee,  &  Ies  traitcs  qu'ils  (irent 
avec  Ies  habitans  du  pays.  M.  de 
Ciebelin  va  donner  un  memoir  fur 
cette  importante  decouverte."  Jf 
this  intimation  doth  not  come 
from  M.  G.  himfelf,  then  one  muft 
fuppofe  that  there  is  fome  one  in 
America  that  can  make  out  a 
Punic  infcription,  which  is  more 
than  we  knew  before.  I  know  a 
perfon  of  high  rank  and  upder- 
(landing  who  is  pcrluaded,  that 
the  common  Irifh  is  Punic,  and 
that  many  of  them  have  long 
known  as  much.  Jf  fo,  they  have 
little  more  to  do  ihan  to  Uarn  the 

Punic 
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Punic  letters,  and  they  all  in- 
flantly  become  profefTors  in  this 
jnoll  ancient  and  radical  language, 
which  is  fo  li'.tle  known  to  the 
inoil;  accomplifticd  linguilis.  For 
Infcriptions  on  Rocks,  fee  Gent. 
Mag.  vol.  XXXV.  p.  374.  401.  and 
Phil.  Traiif.  vol.  Ivi.   art.  viil. 

'•  In  Tater  times  there  have  been 
found  a  few  marks  of  antiquity, 
from  which  it  may  be  conjeftured 
tba:  N.  America  was  formerly  in- 
habited by  a  nation  more  verfed 
in  fcience  and  more  civilifed  than 
that  which  the  Europeans  found 
on  their  arrival  there,  or  that  a 
^reat  military  expedition  was  un- 
dertaken to  this  continent  from 
thefe  known  parts  of  the  world. 
This  is  confirmed  by  an  account 
which  I  received  from  M.  de  Ve- 
raudrier,  who  commanded  the  ex- 
pedition to  the  fouthvvard  in  per- 
Ibn.  I  have  heard  it  repeated  by 
others,  who  have  been  eye-wic- 
r.effes  of  all  that  happened  on  that 
occafion.  Some  years  before  I 
came  into  Canada,  the  then  Go- 
vernor-general Chev.  de  Beaucha- 
niois  gave  M.  de  Veraudrier  an 
order  to  go  from  Canada  with  a 
number  of  people  on  an  expedi- 
tion acrofs  N.  America  to  the  S. 
Sea,  in  o/der  to  examine  how  far 
ihofe  two  pLices  are  diftam  from 
each  other,  and  to  find  out  what 
advantages  might  accrue  to  Cana- 
da or  Louifiana  from  a  communi-- 
cacion  with  that  ocean.  They  fet 
out  on  horfeback:  from  Montreal, 
and  we::it  as  far  due  W.  as  they 
could  on  account  of  the  lakes,  ri- 
vers, and  mountains,  in  their 
way.  As  they  came  far  into  the 
country  beyond  many  nations,  they 
fomecimes  met  with  large  tradts 
of  land  free  from  wood,  but  co- 


vered with  a  kind  of  very  tall  grafsi 
for  the  Ipace  of  fome  days  jour- 
ney. Many  of  thefe  fields  were 
every  where  covered  with  furrows, 
as  if  they  had  been  ploughed  and 
fowed  frequently.  It  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  nations  who  now 
inhabit  N.  America  could  not  cul- 
tivate the  land  in  this  manner, 
becaufe  they  never  made  ufe  of 
horfes,  oxen,  ploughs,  or  any  in- 
llruments  of  hufbandry,  nor  had 
they  ever  feen  a  plough  before  the 
Europeans  came  to  them.  In  two 
or  three  places,  at  a  confiderable 
dillance  from  each  other,  our  tra- 
vellers met  with  impreffions  of  the 
feet  of  grown  people  and  children 
in  a  rock  ;  but  this  feeras  to  have 
been  no  more  than  a  Lufus  Natu- 
re. When  they  came  far  to  the 
Weft,  where  to  the  beft  of  their 
knowledge  no  Frenchman  or  Euro- 
pean had  ever  been,  they  found  ia 
one  place  in  the  woods,  and  again 
on  a  large  plain,  great  pillars  of 
ftone  leaning  upon  each  other. 
The  pillars  confilted  of  one  fingle 
ftone  each,  and  the  French  could 
not  but  fuppofe  that  they  had  been 
ere(?>ed  by  human  hands.  Some- 
times they  have  found  fuch  ftones 
laid  upon  one  another,  and  as  it 
were  formed  into  a  wall.  In  fome 
of  thofe  places  where  they  found 
fuch  ftones,  they  could  not  find 
any  other  fort  of  ftones.  They 
wee  not  able  to  difcover  any  cha- 
radlers  or  writings  upon  any  of 
thefe  ftones,  though  they  made 
a  very  careful  fearch  after  them. 
At  lull  they  met  with  a  large  ftone 
like  a  pillar,  and  in  it  a  fmaller 
ftone  was  fixed,  which  was  cover- 
ed on  both  fides  with  unknown 
charadler."?.  This  ftone,  which  was 
about  a  foot  of  French  meafure 
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h  length,  and  between  four  ani 
five  inches  broad,  they  broke  loofe, 
and  carried  to  Canada  with  them, 
from  whence  it  was  fent  to  Fr;jnce, 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  C^unt 
de  Maurcpas.  What  became  of 
it  afterwards  they  know  not,  but 
think  it  is  prefcrved  in  his  collec- 
tion. Several  of  the  Jefuits  who 
have  feen  and  handled  this  Hone 
in  Canada  unanimoufly  affirm, 
that  the  letters  on  it  are  the  fame 
with  thofe  which,  in  the  books 
containing  accounts  of  Tataria, 
are  called  Tatarian  charafters ; 
and  on  comparing  both  together 
they  found  them  perfedly  alike. 
Notwithftanding  the  queftions 
which  the  French  on  the  S.  Sea 
expedition  aflced  the  people  there, 
concerning  the  time  when  and  by 
whom  thefe  pillars  were  erefted, 
what  their  traditions  and  fenti- 
ments  concerning  them  were,  who 
wrote  the  charafters,  what  was 
meant  by  them,  what  kind  of 
letters  they  were,  in  what  lan- 
guage they  were  written,  and 
other  circumftances,  they  could 
never  get  the  leaft  explication  ; 
the  Indians  being  as  ignorant  of 
thefe  things  as  the  French  them- 
felves.  All  they  could  fay  was, 
that  thefe  llones  had  been  in  thofe 
places  from  time  immemorial. 
The  places  where  the  pillars  flood 
were  900  French  miles  weftward  of 
Montreal." 


Accr^unt  of  a  fmgular  Cuflom  kept  up 
for  many  Tears,  and  fill  prevail^ 
ing  in  Picardy  ;  frojn  the  Count efs 
De  Genlis'j  Theatre  of  Educa- 
tion. 

THERE  is  flill  a  part  of  the 
world  where  fimple  genuine 
Vol.  XXIV, 
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virtue  receives  public  honours.  It 
is  in  a  village  of  Picardy,  a  place 
far  di (Ian t  from  the  politenefs  and 
luxury  of  great  cities.  There,  an 
a.Tefting  ceremony,  which  draws 
tears  ftom  the  fpe^tators,  a  fo- 
Jemnity,  awful  from  its  vencrr4ble 
antiquity  and  falutary  influence, 
has  been  preferved,  notwithftand- 
ing the  revolutions  of  twelve  cen- 
turies ;  there  the  fimpie  luftre  of 
the  Howers  with  which  innocence 
is  annually  crowned,  is  at  once 
the  reward,  the  encouragement, 
and  the  emblem.  Hers,  indeed, 
ambition  preys  upon  the  young 
hearr,  but  it  is  a  gentle  ambition  ; 
the  prize  is  a  hat,  decorated  with 
rofes.  The  preparations  for  a 
public  decifion,  the  pomp  of  the 
feitival,  the  concourfe  of  people 
which  it  aliembles,  their  atten- 
tion fixed  upon  rnodefty,  ivhicfi 
does  itfelf  honour  by  its  blufhes, 
the  fimplicity  of  the  reward,  aa 
emblem  of  thofe  virtues  by  which 
it  is  obtained,  the  atlectionate 
friendfhip  of  the  rivals,  who,  in 
heiginening  the  triumph  of  their 
queen,  conceal  in  the  bottom  of 
their  worthy  hearts  the  timid  hope 
of  reigning  in  their  turn  :  all  thefe 
circumftances  united  give  a  pleaf- 
ing  and  affedling  pomp  to  this  fin- 
gular  ceremony,  which  caufes  every 
heart  to  palpitate,  every  eye  to 
fparkle  with  tears  of  true  delight, 
and  makes  wifdom  the  obje(;t  of 
paffion.  To  be  irreproachable,  is 
not  fufficient;  there  is  a  kind  of 
noblenefs,  of  which  proofs  are  re- 
quired ;  a  noblenefs,  not  of  rank 
and  dignity,  but  of  worth  and  in- 
nocence. Thefe  proofs  muft  in- 
clude feveral  generacions,  both  oni 
the  father  and  mother's  fide;  fo 
that  a  whole  family  is  crowned 
upon  the  head  of  one;  the  triumph 
K  of 


130        ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1781. 


of  one  is  the  glory  of  the  whole  ; 
and  the  old  man  with  grey  hairs, 
who  fheds  tears  of  fenfibiiity  on 
the  viilory  gained  by  the  daugh- 
ter of  his  Ton,  placed  by  her  lide, 
receives,  iri  eifedl,  the  reward  of 
fjxcy  years  ipent  in  a  life  of  \'ir- 
tue. 

By  this  m&ans,  emulation  be- 
comes general,  for  the  honour  of 
the  whole ;  every  one  dread?,  by 
an  indelicate  aiStion,  to  dethrone 
either  his  fifter  or  his  daughter. 
The  crown  of  rofes,  promifed  to 
the  moll  prudent,  is  expefled 
with  emotion,  diflributed  with 
juftice,  and  efiablifhes  goodnefs, 
reclitude,  and  nr.orality,  in  every 
family ;  it  a.taches  the  beft  peo- 
pie  to  :h&  inoU  peaceful  refi- 
dence. 

Example,  pow;^rful  example,  afls 
even  at  a  dil'ance  ;  there  the  bud 
of  worthy  actions  is  unfolded,  and 
the  traveller,  on  approaching  this 
jerritory,  perceives,  before-  he  en- 
ters it,  that  he  is  not  far  from  Sa- 
ien9y.  In  the  courfe  of  To  many 
fuccelfive  ages,  all  around  tbem 
has  changed  ;  they  alone  will 
tranfmit  to  their  children  the  pure 
inheritance  they  received  from 
their  fathers:  an  inllitution  truly 
great,  from  its  nniplicity ;  power- 
ful, under  an  appearance  of  weak- 
neTs ;  fuch  is  the  almoft  unknown 
ii  rluence  of  honours  ;  fuch  is  the 
lire ngrh  of  that  eafy  fpring,  by 
which  all  men  tray  be  govc.rr.ed  : 
fow  honour,  and  you  wiil  reap 
virtue. 

If  we  refiecl  upon  the  time  the 
Salen^Ians  have  celebrated  this 
feiHvai,  it  is  the  moft  ancient  ce- 
remony ojlting.     if  we  attend  to 


its  objedl,  it  is,  perhaps,  the  only 
one  which  is  dedicated  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  virtue.  If  virtvie  is  the 
moll  ufeful  and  elHmable  ad- 
vantage to  fociety  in  general, 
this  eftablilhment,  by  which  it 
ia  encouraged,  is  a  public  and 
national  benefit,  and  belongs  to 
France. 

According  to  a  tradition,  hand- 
ed down  from  age  to  age.  Saint 
Medard,  born  at  Salen9y,  pro- 
prietor, raiher  than,  lord,  of  the 
territory  of  Salenfy  (for  there 
were  no  fiefs  at  that  time),  was 
the  inftitutor  of  that  charming 
feftival,  which  has  made  virtue 
flouriih  for  fo  many  ages.  He  had 
himfelf  the  pleafmg  confolation  of 
enjoying  the  fruit  of  his  wifdcrr,, 
and  hii  family  was  honoured  with 
the  prize  which  he  had  inlHtuted, 
for  his  filler  obtained  the  crown  of 
rofes. 

This  afiefiing  and  valuable  fef- 
tival has  been  tranfmitted  from  the 
fifth  century  to  the  pref^nc  day. 
To  this  rofe  is  attached  a  purity  of 
morals,  which,  from  time  imme- 
morial, has  never  fuffisred  the 
flighteft  blemilh  ;  to  this  rofe  are 
attached  the  happinefs  peace,  and 
glory  of  the  Salen^ians. 

This  rofe  is  the  portion,  frC" 
quently  the  only  portion,  which 
virtue  brings  with  it;  this  rofe 
forms  the  amiable  and  pleafing  tie 
of  a  happy  marriitge.  Even  for- 
tune is  anxious  to  obtain  it,  and 
comes  with  refpeil;  to  receive  it 
from  the  Ivand  of  hojiourable  in- 
digence. A  polFefiion  of  twelve 
hundred  years,  with  l"uch  fplendid 
advantages,  is  the  faireil  title  that 
exifta  in  the  world. 
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Dt/cription  and  Antiquitiet  o/"R  h  a  d  d  - 
Ian  Callle,  Town,  &f.  from 
Pennant'j  Journey  to  Snowdon* 

ABOUT  a  mile  and  a  half  far- 
ther ftands  the  fmall  borough 
of  Rhuddlan,  feated  high  on  the  red 
clayey  banks  of  the  CKvyd,  and 
above  Morfa-Rhuddlan,  a  marfli 
celebrated  for  the  battle  in  795, 
between  the  Saxons  and  Welfli :  our 
monarch  Caradoc  fell  in  the  con- 
flict, and,  I  fear,  vidlory  declar- 
ed againft  us.  We  do  indeed  fay, 
that  OfFa,  the  famous  King  of 
Mercia,  was  flain  here  ;  but  the 
Saxon  chronicle  places  his  death 
the  year  before  that  battle.  The 
fine  plaintive  Wclfh  tune,  fo  well 
known  by  the  name  of  Morfa- 
Rhuddlan,  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
compoled  on  this  occafion  :  for 
victories  are  not  the  only  fubjects  for 
the  harp.  How  beautifully  does 
David  lament  the  blood  of  the 
flain  on  the  mountains  of  Gilboa: 
how  are  the  mighty  fallen,  and  the 
weapons  of  war  perifhed  ! 

The  caftle  had  been  a  handfome 
building,  in  a  fquare,  with  two 
extremes  placed  at  oppofite  cor- 
ners, with  a  double  round  tower 
at  each  ;  and  a  /ingle  one  at  the 
two  other  corners.  The  court 
forms  an  irregular  oflagon.  The 
ditch  is  large,  faced  on  both  fides 
with  ftone.  The  fleep  flope  to  the 
river  was  defended  by  high  walls, 
and  fquare  towers :  one  is  entire, 
and  there  are  veltiges  of  two  others : 
the  firft  is  called  Twyr-y-Silod  ; 
another,  in  the  caftle,  was  named 
Twyr-y-Brenhin,  or  the  King's 
Tower. 

To  the  fouth  of  the  caftle,  at 
about  a  furlong  diftance,  is  a 
large  artificial  mount,  the  fite  of 
another    fortrefj,     of    very    early 


date ;  the  whole  furrounded  by  a 
very  deep  fofs  (including  alfo  the 
abbe.)  which  croffes  from  the  mar- 
gin of  the  bank,  near  the  afcent 
of  the  prefent  road  to  St.  Afaph, 
to  another  parallel  road  ;  near 
which  it  is  continued,  then  turns 
and  falls  nearly  into  the  fo^thera 
part  of  the  walled  ditch  of  the 
caftle :  the  whole  forms  a  fquare 
area,  of  very  great  extent.  Thefe 
different  works  were  formed  at 
three  feveral  times.  The  mount, 
now  called  Tut-Hi'I,  and  its  fu- 
p?rftru6i:ure,  (whatever  it  was)  is 
thoroughly  Britifh,  and  is  faid  to 
have  been  built  by  Llewelyn  ap 
Sitfylt,  who  reigned  from  the  year 
1015  to  1020.  I:  was:  a  reficence 
of  our  princes  from  thac  time  : 
but  GryiiyJ  ap  Llewelyn,  in  1063, 
having  given  oifence  to  Edward 
the  ConltjTorj  by  receivini^  Algar, 
one  of  his  rebeinous  .jbjech,  was 
attacked  by  Harold,  who  in  re- 
venge burned  the  j-alace  at  Rhtidd- 
lan.  It  was  Jjon  reftored,  and 
as  foon  loft.  Robert,  afcerwarcls 
furnamed  of  Rhuddlan,  a  valiant 
Norman,  nephew  to  Hugh  Lupus, 
Earl  of  Chefter,  conque.'-ed  it  from 
the  Wellh,  and,  by  the  command 
of  William  the  Conqueror,  forti- 
fied it  with  new  works,  and  made 
it  his  place  of  reiidence ;  from 
whence  he  greatly  annoyed  our 
countrymen.  The  fquare  towers 
are  evidently  of  Norman  archi- 
tffture,  and  naturally  adopted  by 
the  new  owner.  Robert  received 
here  a  vifit  from  our  Prince  Gryf- 
fydd  ap  Kynan,  who  came  to  lol- 
licit  ai"  againft  his  enemies,  from 
the  Norman  warrior ;  which  he 
obtained  :  but  on  fome  quarrel 
attacked  him  in  his  caftle,  took 
and  burnt  the  bailey,  or  yard,  and 
killed  fuch  a  number  of  his  men, 
K  z  that 
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that  very  few  cfcaped  into  the 
towers. 

Henry  IT.  in  1 157,  added  new 
ftrength  to  the  caitle,  and  lek  a 
confiderable  garrifon  in  it  before 
he  quitted  the  country.  Not- 
withltanding  this,  Owen  Gwy- 
nedd,  in  1167,  took  and  dif- 
mantled  it;  but  it  was  afterwards 
re-fortified  by  the  Englifti ;  for  it 
appears  that  this  forcrefs  had,  with 
two  others,  been  beftowed  by 
Henry,  with  Emma  his  natural 
fifter,  on  David  ap  Owen,  fon  and 
fuccefibr  to  Owen  Gwynedd. 
Here,  in  J 137,  he  entertained, 
very  nobly,  Baldwin  ArchbiOiop 
of  Canterbury,  -  in  his  progrefs 
through  Wales.  Poffibly  he  re- 
iigned  it  again  to  the  Englifh  ;  for 
I  find  that  in  1214  it  was  beiieged 
and  taken  by  Llewelyn  ap  jor- 
vvorth,  his  fuccefibr  in  the  prin- 
cipality. 

1  miift  not  omit  relating,  not- 
withftandir.g  I  ara  unable  to  give 
the  year  of  the  event,  that  RanJle 
Blundevile,  Earl  of  Chefter,  was 
in  this  catlle  furprized  by  a  body 
of  Welih,  and  lay  in  the  ucmoft 
diltrefs,  until  he  was  relieved  by 
bis  lieutenant,  Roger  Lacy,  alias 
Hell;  who  colletfiing  fuddenly  a 
rabble  of  fiddlers  and  idle  people, 
pat  the  bcfiegers  to  flight.  In 
reward,  he  received  from  the  earl, 
Magifte'tum  omnium  Lecratorum  et 
meretricum  totius  Ceilrelhire. 

I  find  it  in  pofielTion  of  Ed- 
ward I.  in  1277  ;  who  was  fo  well 
convinced  of  its  importance  in  the 
coiiquelt  of  Wales,  that  he  made 
it  the  rendezvous  of  all  tha-  forces 
deftined  for  that  purpofe.  It  was 
the  piece  d'aiHie.y,  and  the  great 
magazine  of  proviiion  for  the  fup- 
porc  oi  his  army,  in  its  advance 
ir;'j    u\c   country.      itiQ  reigning 


prince,  Llewelyn  ap  Gryfi7dd, 
knew  the  danger  of  leaving  fo 
confequential  a  place  in  the  hands 
of  his  enemy  :  but  it  refilled  all  the 
moil  vigorous  efforts  made  on  it 
in  1281,  by  Llewelyn  and  his 
brother  David,  jull  reconciled  to 
him  by  the  fenfe  of  their  common 
danger.  Soon  after,  it  proved 
the  place  of  confinement  to  the 
latter,  not  long  before  his  igno- 
minious end  at  Shrewlbury. 

In  order  to  fecure  it  from  any 
future  attempts,  Edward  turned 
all  his  thoughts  towards  founding 
a  fortrefs  impregnable  by  any  fu- 
ture attempts  of  the  Welfh.  He 
accordingly  began  with  an  aft  of 
jullice,  that  of  making  recom- 
pence  to  Mafter  Richard  Bernard, 
Parfon  of  Rhuddlan,  for  certain 
lands  taken  from  him  for  the  pur- 
pofe of  enlarging  the  caille  ;  and 
again,  in  1282,  made  an  exchange 
with  the  fame  church,  of  fix  acres 
and  a  half,  for  the  fame  ufes  : 
and  on  which  he  built  the  caftle, 
whofe  ruins  we  now  furvey.  T^z 
firtilhing  of  it  took  a  confiderable 
time  ;  for  I  find  an  order  in  1291, 
for  overlooking  the  works  at  the 
callies  of  Rhuddlan,  Flint  and 
Chefter.  I  cannot  but  remark 
here,  the  ftrong  neceflity  of  curb- 
ing the  new-conquered  country 
with  powerful  garrifons  ;  for  not- 
withllanding  all  the  ravages  of 
long  and  barbarous  wars,  it  re- 
mnined  fo  exceedingly  populous, 
that  Edward  politically  drafted 
out  of  it  not  lefs  than  fifteen  thou- 
fand  men,  in  aid  of  his  Scottifh 
expedition.  The  confequence 
proved  almoft  fatal  to  him  :  for 
while  he  lay  encamped  near  Lin- 
lithgow, a  national  quarrel  en- 
fued  between  the  Englifh  and 
Wellh    troops ;    and    after     great 
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bloocKhed,     the     latter    feparated 
thcmfelves  from  his  army. 

During  the  civil  wars  of  the 
Jaft:  century,  it  was  garrifoned  on 
the  part  of  the  king;  was  taken 
by  General  Mylton  in  July  1646; 
and  in  the  fame  year  or^iercd  by 
the  parliament  (in  the  phrafe  of 
the  times)  to  be  flighted,  :'.  e. 
difmantled,  with  many  other 
Welfli  caftles. 

In  refpecl  to  the  civil  hiflory  of 
Rhuddlan,  I  find,  that  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  the  Confefibr,  it 
made  part  of  the  great  terriiories 
of  Earl  Edwin.  It  was  then,  by 
reafon  of  the  inroads  of  Harold,  a 
wafte  ;  and  continued  fo  when  it 
was  poflefled  by  Hugh  Lupus.  ]c 
then  became  the  capital  of  the 
diftrlcl  :  and  Hugh  enjoyed  a 
moiety  of  the  church,  the  mint, 
and  mines  of  the  iron  ore  found 
in  the  manor  ;  and  a  moiety  of 
the  water  of  Clwyd,  /.  e.  of  the 
mill  and  filhery  on  fuch  part 
which  belonged  to  Earl  Edwin  ; 
a  moiety  of  the  forelts  on  the 
manor,  and  of  ihe  toll,  and  of 
the  village  called  Dren  :  and  there 
were  at  this  time  in  Rhuddlan 
eight  burgeffes.  All  this  Hugh 
Lupus  granted  to  Robert  of 
Rhuddlan,  with  an  addition  of 
certain  hamlets  dependent  on  llie 
place  ;  and  a  new  borough  was 
ereded,  with  eighteen  burgeflcs, 
who  enjoyed  the  fame  privileges 
with  thofe  of  Hereford  and  Bre- 
tril  ;  and  were  exempted  from  all 
fines  exceeding  twelve-pence,  ex- 
cept in  cafe  of  manflaughter,  theft, 
and  heinfiire,  i.  e.  the  depriving  a 
perfon  of  his  fervant. 

Edward  I.  made  this  town  a 
free  borough,  appointed  the  con- 
llable  of  the  caltle  for  the  time 
bieing  to  be  mayor,   and  the  b;;i- 


M3 

Jiffs  to  be  chofcn  annually  ly  t.'-e 
burgeflcs  on  iVlichaelmas  day,  who 
were  to  be  prefented  to  the  con- 
flable  to  be  fworn.  The  town 
was  to  have  power  of  imprifoning, 
except  in  fuch  cafes  which  affed- 
ed  the  life,  or  lofsoflimb:  when 
criminals  of  this  nature  were  to 
be  commit:ed  to  the  caftle,  bu-- 
geffes  only  were  permicteci  to  bail. 
No  Jews  were  to  inhabit  the 
town.  The  burgelfes  had  a  foreft 
and  ixtt  warren  ;  a  giU  cum  hanfa 
et  Icth  et  Jhoth,  /ok  Jak  et  theam  et 
infangenthejr  ct  lib.  per  tot  am  terram 
de  The  ok  nil  5,  lejlagio,  Muragioy 
Danegeld,  Gaywits,  &:c. 

This  charter  was  given  by  the 
king  at  Flint,  iieptember  8th,  in 
the  twelfth  year  cf  his  reign; 
Tejiilus,  Rob.  Bath  Cif  IVelh, 
Sec.  and  confirmed  by  Richard  II. 
at  Leicefter,  and  again  at  Weft- 
minlter. 

No'  con  liable  has  been  appoint- 
ed fince  the  days  of  Oliver  Crom- 
wel. 

'Ihe  burgeliVs  contribute  to- 
wards eledling  a  member  for  th^ 
borcugh  of  Flint.  Thofe  who 
are  qualified  ii)habit  the  place, 
and  that  part  of  the  parilh  called 
Rhuddlan  Franchife,  which  ex- 
tends above  a  mile  from  the  town. 

The  parliament  faid  to  have 
been  held  here  in  12S3,  by  Ed- 
ward 1.  was  probably  no  more 
than  a  council  afiembled  by  the 
conqueror,  to  divide  his  new  con- 
quells  into  counties,  and  to  give 
fihicary  laws  to  the  Welfh  ;  to 
abolilh  any  antient  culloms  which 
the  wife  prince  thought  detrimen- 
tal, and  to  introduce  fuch  of  the 
Engliflx  as  would  prove  of  ufe. 
This  was  not  done  haltily  ;  for  in 
the  year  preceding,  a  commlinoa 
had  been    appoir.;ed,    with   Tho- 
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iras  Beke,    Bifhop  of  St.  David,  fmall  hill,  which  It  is,  compara- 

preiident  ;    who   were    to   coniider  live    to  the    neighbouring    moun- 

and  report  upon  oath  the  difierent  tains.     The  firit   time   I   hnd  any 

laws    of    both    countries.      From  mention  of  it,  is  in  the  beginning 

their  refolutions  were  framed  the  of  the   reign    of  Edward    i.    from 

famous  Statute  of  Rhuddlan  ;    in  whom   David,    in   defiance  of   his 

which,  among   many  excellent  in-  brother   Llewelyn,    chofe    to  hold 

llitutions,  were  introduced  (heriffs  this    Icrdfhip,    together    with    the 

and    coroners,     their    powers    de-  cantred   of  DyfiVyn    Clwyd.      He 

fined,  and  the  principal  crimes  of  made  it   his  refidcnce  till   the  con- 

the    ilmn    pointed    out:    mod    of  quell  of  our  country;    foon  after 

which   were  a<5ls  of   violence,    ra-  which,    he    was    taken    near    the 

pine,    and    theft;    fuch   as  might  place,    and    carried,    loaden    with 


be  expected  to  exiil:  among  people  : 
an  evil  which  relulted  more  trom 
the  turbulence  of- the  time,  than 
the  want  of  wholefome  laws. 


irons,  to  the  Englifh  monarch  at 
Rhuddlan. 

The  king  politically  fecured  his 
new  acquifitions,  by  bellowing  fe- 


A    piece    of    antient    building,  veral  of  the  great   lordfhips  on  his 

called    the    Parlement    Houfe,    is  followers.      He  gave  that  of  Den- 

llill  to  be  feen  in  Rhuddlan  ;   pro-  bigh  to  Henry  Lacy,  Earl  of  Lin- 

bably  the    place    where    the  king  coin,    who  built    the    caftle,    and 

fat    in    council.     From  hence    he  inclofed   within    a  wall   the   fmall 

actually  pradtifed  the  well-known  town     he    found    there.      Among 

deceit    of   giving    them    a   prince  other  privileges,  he   gave  his  vaf- 

born    among    them,     who    never  fals  liberty  of  killing  and  defiroy- 

fpoke  a  word  of  Englilh,  and  whofe  ing  all  manner  of  wild   beads  on 

life  and  converfation   no  man  was  the     lordfhip,    except    in    certain 

able  to   ftain  :  all  which  our  dif-  parts  referved  cut  of  the  grant ;  I 

contented   nobility  eagerly  accept-  fuppofe    for   the    purpofe    of    the 

ed,  little  thinking  the  perfon  in-  particular  amufement  of  the  lord  ; 

tended,  to  be  the  infant  Edward,  for   I  find,   in   the   reign  of  Hen- 

juft  born  at  Caernarvon.  ry  VI.  the  names  of  five  parks  in 

this     lordfhip,     viz.     Mcylewike, 

-             ~~  Carefnodooke,     Kylford,    Baghd, 

WJlorical  Account  //Denbigh,    of  and    Pofey,     of    which    the    king 

its  Caftle,  Church,  Charter,  ^c.  conftituted  Owen  Tudor,  ranger. 

from  the  fame.  On  the  death  of  Lacy,   the  lord- 

faip    paffed    to    Thomas    Earl    of 

Little    further    Hands    Den-  Lancafter,  by  virtue  of  his  mar- 

"\    bigh,   placed,  like  Sterling,  riage  with  Alicia,  daughter  of  the 

on    the    flope    of    a    great    ro^k,  laft  poffeflbr.     After  the  attainder 

crowned    with    a   caftle.      Its    an-  of  Thomas,  Edward  IL    bellowed 

tii-nt  Britifl)  name  was  Cailell  Kled  it    on    Hugh     D'Jifpencer  ;     who 

vryn    yn    Rho-S     or    the     Craggy  proved  an  oppreflivc  fuperior,  and 

Hill  in  Rhos,  the  former  name  of  abridged    the    inhabitants    of   the 

the    traft   in   which    it    is    feated.  privileges    granted     to     them     by 

The    word    Dinbech,    the    prefent  Lacy.      By  the  fatal   end  of  that 

V/elfh     appellation,     fignifies     a  favourite,    it    fell    again    to    the 

crown  ; 
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crown  ;    and   was   given   by   Ed- 
ward III.   to  another,  equally  an- 
fcrtunate,    Roger    Mortimer    Ear' 
of  March  ;    whofe  death  enabled 
the  king  to  invert  with   his  lord- 
fhip  William  Mountacutc  Earl  of 
Salufbury.    He  died  in  1333  :   and 
on  the  reverfal  of  the  attainder  of 
the  Earl  of  March,  it  was  reftor- 
ed  to  his  family,  in   the  perfon  of 
his  grandfon   Roger:    and  by   the 
marriage  of  Anne,  lifter  to  another 
Roger,  Isft  Earl  of  March,    with 
Richard  Plantagenet  Earl  of  Cam- 
bridge, it  came  into  the  houfe  of 
Yorke,    and    fo    into    the   crown. 
Queen  Elizabeth,  in  1563,  bellow- 
ed it,  as  a  mofl  valuable  gifc,  on  her 
unmerited  minion,   Robert  Dudly 
Earl  of  Leiceiler  ;  who  foon  made 
the  country  feel  the  weigiit  of  his 
oppreffion.       Notwithitanding    the 
tenants  made  him  a  prefent  of  two 
thoufand   pounds    at   his   firll  en- 
trance into   the  lordfhip,    ha    re- 
mained  unfatisfied  ;   he  conltrain- 
ed  the  freeholders  to  raife  the  old 
rents  of  250I.  a  year,  to  B  or  930!. 
and  at  his  will  inclofed   the  walle 
lands,  to  the  injury  of  the  cenants ; 
who,    offended    at    his    rapacity, 
arofe    and    levelled   his   encroach- 
ments. This  was  conllrued  into  riot 
and  rebellion  :    two  hopeful  young 
men,    of  the    houfe    of  Lleweni, 
were  taken    to   Shrewlbury,    tried 
and  executed   there,    for  the  pre- 
tended offence.     He   had   the  in- 
folence  even  to  mortgage  the  ma- 
nor to  fome  merchants  of  London  ; 
and,    I    apprehend,   tricked    them 
for   their  credulity.     The   various 
diforders    which    rofe    from    thefe 
praftices,  were  fo  great,  that  Eli- 
zabeth interpofed,  and  by  charter 
confirmed   the   quiet    pofTeftion   of 
the  tenants,   and  allayed  the  dif- 
conLcnts.     Thefe  were  again  ex- 


cited in  the  reign  of  King  Wil- 
liam, by  the  valt  grant  made  to 
the  Earl  of  Portland.  The  fams 
ferments  arofe,  and  the  fame  means 
were  ufed  to  allay  them  :  at  pre- 
fent, this,  and  the  oiher  great 
manors  of  Bromtfiald  and  Yale, 
remain  in  the.  crown,  and  are 
peacefully  fuperintended  by  a 
fteward  appointed  by  the  king.   , 

T;;e  calUe  and  inclofed  pajf  of 
the  town,   took   up    a   very  gfOiifi- 
dcrable  foace,  and  were  de/ended 
bv  (trong  walls    and  towers  :    the 
lail  are  chiefly  fqaare-.     There  are 
two  gates  to  the  outmoil  precimSt : 
that  called  the   Burge.Tes  Tower, 
is  large,   fquue,  an  1   built  ungu- 
larly,     with     fmall     afhler    llones. 
The  other  was  called  the  Exche- 
quer  Gjtc,    in    which    the    lord's 
conrt  was  kept.    Some  few  houfes, 
with  mart  beautiful  view.;,  are  at 
prefenc    inhabited    in     this    part. 
Leland  fnys,  that  there  had  been 
divers  rows  of  rtreets  ;   b'.it  in   his 
time    there    were    I'carcely    eighty 
houfnolders     within    thefe     wall?. 
Here  rtands  the  chapel,  called  St. 
Hiilary'j,    formerly    belonging    to 
the    garrif)n,    now    the    place    of 
worflsip    for    the    town.      In    old 
times,  or.  every  Sunday  here  were 
maffes  for  the  fouls  of  Lacy  and 
t'ercy.     Not   far   from   it    are  the 
remains  of  an  unfinilhed  church, 
a    hundred    and    feventy-five    feet 
long,  and  feventy  one  broad,  and 
deligned    to   have    been   fupported 
by  two  rows  of  pillars.     This  no- 
ble building  was  begun  in    1579, 
as  appears  by  the  date  on  a  foun- 
da:ioa-rtone.      It  was  to  this  pur- 
poft:  ;    for   at   prclent    it   is   ."niich 
defaced  :  v 


1^^  Martii  1579 
Et  Rc^ni  Re  :  Eluabciha?  ae. 
W. 
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On  the  other  fide  appeared. 


Veritas,  vita,  via.     Duo  funt  templa  Dei. 

Unu    mudus  I.  ein  :    eft  Pontifcx  pri- 

mogenties    ejus    verbu    Dei  :     Alterum 

rationalis    anima  ;     cujus     facerdos    eft 

verus  homo. 

G.  A. 

This  church  was  begun  under 
the  aufpices  of  LeiccRer :  but  it 
hi  {-id  that  he  lefc  oiF  his  build- 
ii,^;!  in  Wales,  by  reafon  of  the 
jvjojic  hatred  he  had  incurred  on 
account  of  his  tyranny.  A  fum 
was  afterwards  coUedled,  in  order 
to  complete  the  work  j  but  it  is 
faid,  that  when  the  Earl  of  EiTex 
paffed  through  Denbigh,  on  his 
Irifh  expedition,  he  borrowed  the 
money  deflined  for  the  purpofe, 
which  was  never  repayed  ;  and  by 
that  n^eans  the  church  was  left 
unfinifhed. 

The   caftle   crowns  the  fummit 
of  the  hill,   one  fide  of  which  is 
quite   precipitous.     The    entrance 
as    very    magnificent,     beneath    a 
gothic   arch,    over    which    is    the 
f^atue  of  Henry  Lacy,    fating  in 
ilately   flowing  robes.       On    each 
iide  of  the  gate-way  flood  a  large 
oftagonal   tower.       The    breaches 
5n    it    are    vaft    and    awful  :     they 
ferve  to  difcover  the  antient  man- 
ner of  building  :     a    double    wall 
appears  to  have  been  built,  with 
a    great    vacancy    between,    into 
which  was  poured  all  forts  of  rub- 
bifh,      Hone,     and     hot     mortar, 
which  time  confolidated  to  a  flony 
hardnefs.     This   part,    as    Leiand 
fays,    was    never    completed,    the 
work,  having  been  defer  ted  by  the 
earl,  ou  the  lofs  of  his  eldeft  fon, 
who  was  accidentally  drowned  in 
the   well,    whofe    openino    is    flill 
to    be    leen    in    the    caftle-yard. 


Charles  I.  lay  here  on  the  23d 
of  September,  J  645,  after  his  re- 
treat from  Chefter,  in  a  tower 
ftill  called  Siamber  y  Brenhin,  or 
the  King's  tower. 

The  profpedt  through  the  bro- 
ken arches  is  extremely  fine,  ex- 
tending in  parts  over  the  whole 
vale,  and  all  its  eaiiern  hills,  from 
Moel  Venlli  to  Diferth  reck  ;  a 
rich  view,  but  deficient  in  water  : 
the  river  Clwyd  being  too  fmall 
to  be  feen  ;  and  in  great  rains  fo 
furious,  as  to  overflow  a  great 
fpace  of  the  meadowy  traft. 

Leiand  relates  a  particular  of 
this  fortrefs,  which  I  do  not  dif- 
cover in  any  other  hiftorian  :  he 
fays,  that  Edward  IV.  was  be- 
fieged  in  it ;  and  that  he  was  per- 
mitted to  retire,  on  condition 
that  he  fhould  quit  the  kingdom 
for  ever.  The  only  time  in  which 
that  prince  was  conftrained  to  ab- 
dicate his  dominions,  was  in  147O, 
when  he  took  (hipping  at  Lynn  ; 
net  by  reafon  of  any  capitulation 
with  his  enemies,  but  through  the 
defperate  fituation  of  his  aftairs  at 
that  period. 

Jafper  Tudor,  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke, had,  in  the  year  1459,  pof- 
fefl'ed  this  place,  and  feveral  others 
in  the  principality,  in  behalf  of 
his  weak  half-brother,  Henry  VI. 
but  they  were  wrefted  from  him 
by  the  Yorkifts  in  the  following 
year.  In  1468  he  returned,  was 
joined  by  two  thoufand  Welfh,  and 
burnt  the  town  ;  meditating  rather 
revenge  than  conquett. 

In  the  beginning  of  November 
1645,  the  parliament  army  ob- 
tained, near  this  town,  a  moft  im- 
portant vidory  over  the  royalifls. 
The  latter,  under  the  command 
of  Sir  William  Vaughan,  had 
formed    a    confiderable    body    of 

forces. 
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forces,  WelQi  and  Irilh,  with  a 
defign  of  inarching  to  the  relief 
of  Chelfer,  then  befieged  :  Sir 
William  Brereton  had  notice  of 
the  defign,  and  immediately  de- 
tached that  able  officer  Mytton, 
and  under  him  Colonel  Jones  and 
Colonel  Louthian,  with  one  thou- 
fand  four  hundred  horfe,  and  a 
thoufand  foot,  to  fruftrate  the 
plan.  Mytton  did  his  duty,  at- 
tacked the  royalifts  with  vigor, 
and  in  fevcral  hot  engagements,  to- 
tally routed  them,  took  five  hun- 
dred horfe  and  four  hundred  foot, 
killed  one  hundrec,  and  fo  entire- 
ly difperfed  them,  aa  not  to  leave 
a  hundred  together  in  one  place. 

In  1646,  we  find  the  callle  gar- 
rifoned  by  the  loyalifts  :  its  go- 
vernor was  Colonel  William  Sa- 
lufbury,  ofBachymbyd,  common- 
ly  called  SalulLary  Hofanau  Glei- 
fiau,  or  Blue  Stockings.  The 
fiege  was  begun  under  the  con- 
du(fl  of  Major-general  Mytton, 
about  the  i6th  of  July  ;  but  fuch 
was  the  gallant  defence  of  the  be- 
fieged, that  it  was  not  furren- 
dered  till  the  ■^d  of  November, 
and  then  only  on  the  moll  honour- 
able conditions.  It  is  very  re- 
markable, that  notwithfianding 
the  orders  of  fallen  majelty,  in 
June,  for  the  general  furrender 
of  every  garrifon  in  England  and 
Wales,  on  fair  and  honourable 
terms,  yet  the  firft  which  yie  ded  in 
North  Wales,  held  out  above  two 
months  longer  than  the  lalt  Eng- 
lifli  callle. 

The  priory  of  Carmelites,  or 
White  Friars,  flood  at  the  bottom 
of  the  town.  It  was  founded  by 
John  Salulbury,  of  IJeweni,  who 
died,  as  appeared  from  a  muti- 
lated brafs,  found  in  the  conven- 
tual church,  on  the  7th  of  March, 


1289.  Speed  afcribes  the  build- 
ing to  one  John  de  Sunimore,  ia 
1399;  but  the  infcriptiun  fixes 
the  honour  on  Salufbury.  On  the 
dilfolution,  this  houl'e  ^s  granted 
to  Richard  Andreas  and  William 
L'lfle.  The  church,  now  con- 
verted into  a  bari,  is  the  only 
remaining  building  :  it  was  the 
burying-place  of  the  family  of 
the  founder,  til]  the  reformation  ; 
and  fome  of  their  tombs  were  to 
be  fj-en  here  within  memory  of 
man. 

The  prefent  town  covers  great 
part  of  the  flope  of  the  hill  ;  and 
fome  ftreets  extend  along  the 
plain.  Its  manufaclures  in  llioes 
and  gloves  are  very  confiderable  ; 
and  great  quantities  are  annually 
fent  to  London,  to  the  great  ware- 
houfes  of  the  capital,  and  for  the 
purpofes  of  exportation. 

The  conftitution  of  this  bo- 
rough, and  its  origin,  will  be  fully 
explained  bv  the  following  tran- 
fcript,  communicnted  to  me  by 
one  of  its  burgeffes.  It  becjins 
with  citing  the  laii  charter,  which 
is  that  granted  by  King  Charles  II. 
which  recites  letters  patents  grant, 
ed  by  Queen  Eiizaberh,  and  dat- 
ed at  Weilminllcr  the  20th  of 
June,  in  the  thirty-ninth  year  of 
her  reign  ;  in  which  the  faid 
Queen  recites,  "  That  feeing  Ed- 
ward I.  by  his  letters  patent,  dat- 
ed at  Northampton  the  29th  of 
/^ugull,  in  the  eighteenth  year 
of  his  reign,  hath  granted  to 
Henry  de  Lacy,  Earl  of  Lincoln, 
that  ail  his  men  then  inhabiting 
his  town  of  Denbigh,  or  that  fliould 
for  ever  inhabit  it,  tl.'-ongh  all  his 
territories,  lornierly  btlongin^  to 
the  King  of  Wales,  and  alfo 
through  the  counties  of  Cheiler, 
Salop,  Stafford,  GlouceiUr,  Wor- 

ccller, 
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cefter,  and  Hereford,  fhould  be 
free  and  acquitted  for  ever  from 
all  toll,  Itallage,  payage,  panage, 
murage,  pontage,  and  pafTage  ; 
and  feeing  alfo  King  Edward  Jll. 
by  his  letters  patent,  dated  at  York 
the  27ch  of  October,  in  the  fixth 
year  of  his  reign,  hath, -for  him- 
feif,  and  his  heirs  and  fuccefTors, 
then  inliabiting,  and  afterward  to 
inhabit,  the  faid  town,  (hould, 
through  the  kingdom  and  domi- 
nions, be  freed  and  acquitted  from 
all  fuch  toll,  ftaliage,  payage, 
ir.urage,  pontage,  and  pafTage  ; 
and  feeing  alfo  that  Pvichard  JI. 
by  his  letters  patent,  dated  at 
"Weitminfter  the  Z2d  of  February, 
in  the  fccond  year  of  his  reign, 
granted  to  the  abovefaid  men,  that 
the  aforefaid  town  of  Denbigh, 
and  half  a  mile  compafs  about  the 
town,  fhould  be  a  free  borough, 
and  that  the  men  inhabiting,  and 
afterwards  to  inhabit,  fhould  be 
free  burgefTes  ;  and  feeing  alfo  that 
Richard  ill.  by  his  letters,  dated 
at  Weltminfler  the  loth  of  De- 
cember, in  the  fecond  year  of  his 
reign,  corfirmed  the  aforefaid 
grants,  and  by  his  faid  letters  pa- 
tent did  grant  unto  the  faid  bur- 
geflVs,  their  heirs  and  alTigns,  be- 
ing Englifhmen,  common  of  paf- 
ture  for  all  manner  of  cattle,  at 
all  times  in  the  year,  in  the  com- 
mon pafture  of  the  town  and  foreft 
of  Lleweney  ;  and  that  the  bur- 
gefTes aforefaid,  and  their  heirs 
and  afligns,  fnould  be  free  and 
acqui'iied,  in  all  his  dominions  and 
territories  in  England  and  Ire- 
land, foe,  fac,  loll,  and  them, 
laflage,  fta'lage,  payage,  pannage, 
pontage,  murage,  and  other  cuf- 
toms  whatfbever.  And  the  afore- 
faid Queen  Elizabeth,  by  her  faid 
letters  pa:cnr,  did  ordain,  coiilli- 


tute,  grant,  and  confirm,  that  the 
town  and  borough  of  Denbigh 
may  extend,  on  every  fide,  one 
mile  and  a  half,  according  to  the 
common  acceptations  ot  that  place, 
from  the  high  crofs  ftanding  in  the 
market-place  of  the  fatd  town  ; 
and  that  the  faid  town  and  bo- 
rough of  itfolf,  and  the  burgefles 
of  the  faid  borough,  now  and 
hereafter  in  being,  be,  and  fhall 
be  for  ever  hereafter,  one  body 
corporate  and  politick,  in  things, 
fadl,  and  name,  by  the  name  of 
"  The  Aldermen,  Bailiffs,  and 
BurgeiTes  of  the  borough  of  Den- 
bigh ;"  and  it  is  alfo  ordained, 
that  there  be  a  common  feal  for 
tranfafting  of  any  caufes  or  bufi- 
nefTcs ;  and  alfo  ordained,  that 
there  be  two  aidermer,,  two  bai- 
liffs, and  two  coroners,  and  twen- 
ty-five of  the  better  fort  and  befl 
reputed  of  the  burgefles,  to  be 
capital  burgefTes  and  counfeilors 
of  the  faid  borough. 

"  The  aldermen  and  bailifFs  are 
eledled  and  nominated  upon  Mi- 
chaelmasday,  yearly.  1  here  are 
two  other  ofHcers,  called  feijoants 
at  mace  (or  mzfce-bearers)  for  the 
execution  of  procefles  and  man- 
dates ifTuing  out  of  the  court  of 
the  faid  borough  ;  they  are  apr 
pointed  by  the  bailif?^s  of  ths  faid 
borough  for  the  time  being. 

"  There  is  alfo  a  recorder  of 
the  faid  borough,  who  is  appointed 
by  the  aldermen,  bailiffs,  and  ca- 
pital burgefTes. 

'•  Conitables,  leavelookers,  and 
other'inferior  ofiicers,  are  likewife 
appointed  by  the  aldermen,  bai- 
lifFs,  and  capital  burgefTes. 

"  There  is  a  council  chamber, 
or  guild,  vvitiiin  the  faid  borough, 
for  the  purpofe  of  holding  and  Tit- 
ting  courts  of  convocation,  before 
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the  aldermen,  bailiffs,  and  capi- 
tal burge.Tes. 

"  There  is  a  coart  of  record, 
to  bs  held  every  other  Friday 
through  the  year,  before  the  bai- 
liffs of  the  faid  borough,  or  one 
of  them  ;  and  in  that  court,  by 
complaint  made  in  it,  they  may 
hold  all  and  all  manner  of  pleas, 
adlions,  fuits,  demands  of  all  forts 
of  tranfgrefnons  ii  et  armis,  or 
otherwife  ;  and  alfo  alf  and  all 
manner  of  debts,  accompts,  bar- 
gains, frauds,  detaining  of  deeds, 
writings,  muniments,  and  taking 
and  detaining  of  beafts  and  cat- 
tle, or  goods ;  and  all  contrafts 
whatfoever,  arifing  within  the 
faid  borough  ;  and  chat  fuch  pleas, 
fuits,  and  actions,  be  heard  and 
terminated  before  the  bailiffs,  or 
one  of  them. 

"  The  aldermen  are  juftices, 
and  hold  quarter  feflions,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  county  feflions  are 
held  by  ftatute,  to  hear  and  de- 
termine caufes  ;  but  not  to  pro- 
ceed in  cafe  of  death,  or  lofs  of 
life  or  limb. 

*'  No  country  juflice  to  inter- 
meddle with  any  matters  or  things 
whatfoever,  appertaining  to  the 
office  of  juflice  of  the  peace,  which 
ihall  arife  or  happen  within  the 
borough. 

*•  Refiant  burgelTes  are  to  ferve 
upon  jury  at  the  Tefrions. 

"  The  aldermen  and  bailiffs 
are  commiflioners  of  array. 

"  The  refiant  burgeffes  are 
voters  for  a  member  for  the  bo- 
rough." 


^n  Account  of  the  anthnt  Manner  of 
Hunting  in   Wales,    and  of  the 


Lanvs    relati've    thereunto ;   from 
the  Jame. 

HE  Welfli  had  feveral  anl- 
mals»  which  were  the  ob- 
jefts  of  the  chace  ;  fuch  as,  y  Carw, 
or  the  flag  ;  Kaid  VVenyn,  a  fwarm 
of  bees;  and  y  Gleifiad,  or  the 
falmon.  Yr  Arth,  the  bear; 
y  Dringhedydd,  climbing  ani- 
mals, I  fuppofe  wild  cat?,  mar- 
tins, and  fquirrels  ;  and  Ceiliog 
Coed,  or  cock  of  the  wood.  And 
the  lall  divifion  was,  y  Lhvynog, 
the  fox;  Yfgyfarnog,  the  hare; 
and  yr  Ywrch,  the  roe.  Some  of 
the  above  come  very  improperly 
under  our  idea  of  hunting,  yet 
were  comprehended  in  the  ijode  of 
laws  relative  to  the  diverfion, 
formed,  as  is  fuppofed,  by  Gryf- 
fyd  ap  Cynan. 

1  fufpeft  alfo,  that  the  otter  was 
an  objed  of  diverfion  ;  there  being 
a  Cylch  Dyfrgwn,  or  an  annual 
payment,  by  the  Welfh,  for  the 
prince's  water  dogs. 

The  three  firft  were  He] fa  Gyf- 
frcdyn,  or  the  comm  m  hunt,  7'he 
flag,  becaufe  he  was  the  nobleft 
animal  of  chace  ;  and  h?canfe  every- 
body, who  came  by  at  hii  death, 
before  he  was  fkinned,  might  clame 
a  fhare  in  him.  L  he  next  ani- 
mals were,  Helfa  Gyfarthfa,  or 
the  animals  which  could  he  brought 
to  bay,  fuch  as  the  bear,  (5L-c.  which 
were  hunted  wi'.h  hounds  till  they 
afc-nded  a  tree.  The  bird  .nien- 
tiont-d  here,  is  the  cock  of  the 
wood,  whofe  nature  it  is  to  fit 
perched  on  a  bough,  where  they 
will  gaze  till  they  are  fhot,  as  they 
were,  in  old  times,  by  the  bow, 
or  crofs-bow. 

The    third    divifion    was    Helf.i 

Ddolsf,    or    the    Ihouting   chace. 

becaufe 
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becaufe  attended  by  the  clamour 
of  the  fporifmen  ;  and  compre- 
hended the  fox,  the  hare,  and  the 
roe.  The  method  of  hunting  was 
either  with  hounds,  or  grehounds, 
which  they  let  flip  at  the  animals, 
holding  the  dogs  in  kafties.  No 
one  was  to  flip  hb  grehound  when 
the  hounds  were  in  chace,  unlefs 
he  had  a  hound  in  the  pack,  on 
penalty  of  having  the  grehound 
ham-ftrung:  neither  was  ic  allow- 
ed to  kill  any  animal  of  chace  on  its 
iorm,  or  at  rert,  en  pain  of  for- 
feiting his  bow  and  arrow  to  the 
lord  of  the  manor.  When  feveral 
prehoundf,  the  property  of  dif- 
ferent perfons,  vvcre  fllpt  at  any 
animal,  the  perfon  whole  dog  was 
neareft  the  beaft,  when  laft  in 
iight,  clamed  the  fkin.  A  bitch 
was  excepted,  unlefs  it  was  proved 
fhe  was  pregnant  by  a  dog  which 
had  before  won  a  fkin. 

Every  perfon  who  carries  a  horn, 
mnft  give  a  fcientifical  account  of 
the  nine  objeds  of  chace,  or  elfe 
he  will  be  looked  on  as  a  preten- 
der, and  forfeit  his  horn.  The 
fame  penalty  attends  the  Cynlla- 
fan,  or  leafh  ;  he  is  never  again 
to  wear  it  round  his  middle,  on 
pain  of  forfeiture  ;  but  then  he 
is  fuffered  to  wear  it  round  his 
arm. 

The  antient  Welfli  held  the 
flefli  of  the  flag,  hare,  wild  boar, 
and  the  bear,  to  be  the  gr?ate!l  de- 
licacies among  the  bealls  of  chace. 

The  prince  had  his  pencynwydd, 
cr  chief  huntfman.  He  was  the 
tenth  officer  of  the  court.  He  had 
for  his  own  fupper  one  difli  of 
meat ;  and  after  it,  three  horns 
of  mead,  one  from  the  king,  ano- 
ther   from   the   queen,    the    third 


from  the  fteward  of  the  houfliold. 
He  was  never  to  fwear,  but  by 
his  horn  and  his  leafli.  He  had 
the  third  of  the  fines  and  heriots 
of  all  the  other  huntfmen  ;  and 
likewife  the  fame  fhare  of  the 
amohr,  on  the  marriage  of  any 
of  their  daughters.  At  a  certaia 
time  of  the  year,  he  was  to  hunt 
for  the  king  only:  at  other  fea- 
fons  he  was  permitted  to  hunt 
for  himfelf.  His  horn  was  that  of 
an  ox,  of  a  pound  value.  He  had 
in  winter  an  ox's  hide,  to  make 
leaflies ;  in  fummer,  a  cow's,  to 
cut  into  fpatterdafhes. 

The  king  had  liberty  of  hunt- 
ing wherefoever  he  pleafed  ;  but 
if  a  beaii  was  hunted  and  killed  on 
any  gentleman's  eilate,  and  not 
followed  and  clamed  by  the  huntf- 
man that  night,  the  owner  of  the 
land  might  convert  ic  to  his  own 
life,  but  was  to  rake  good  care 
of  the  dogs,  and  preferve  the  fkin. 

The  penalty  of  killing  a  tame 
flag  of  the  king's,  was  a  pound  ; 
and  a  certain  fine,  if  it  was  a  wild 
one,  if  it  was  killed  between  a 
certain  day  in  November  and  the 
feaft  of  St.  John,  the  value  was 
fixty  pence  ;  but  the  fine  for  kill- 
ing it,  a  hundred  and  eighty 
pence.  A  flag  was  aifo  reckoned 
equivalent  to  an  ox  ;  a  hind  to  a 
well  grown  cow  ;  a  roe  to  a  goat  ; 
a  wild  fow  to  a  tame  fow ;  a 
badger  had  no  value,  becaufe  in 
fbiTie  years  it  was  meafled  j  wolves 
and  foxes,  and  other  noxious  ani- 
mals, had  no  value,  becaufe  every 
body  was  allowed  to  kill  them  ; 
and  there  was  none  fet  upon  a 
hare,  for  a  very  firgular  reafon, 
becaufe  it  was  believed  every  other 
month  to  chan?;e  its  fex  *. 


*  See  Leij^es  Wall'icx,  xxxix.  256  to  zi~. 
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Miscellaneous  Essays. 


General  Vienu  and  Chara^er  of  the 
Poetry  of  i^een  Elizabeth'^  Jye  j 
from  Warton'j  Hifory  c/"Englifa 
Poetry. 

THE  age  of  Queen  Elizabeth 
is  commonly  called  the  gol- 
den age  of  Engliih  poetry.  It 
certainly  may  not  improperly  be 
ftyled  the  moll  poetical  age  of  thefe 
annals. 

Among  the  great  features  which 
ftrike  us  in  the  poetry  of  this  pe- 
riod, are  the  predominancy  of  fa- 
ble, of  fiftion,  and  fancy,  and  a 
prediledlion  for  interelHng  adven- 
tures and  pathetic  events.  I  will 
endeavour  to  affign  and  explain 
the  caufe  of  this  charaderlflic 
didinftion,  which  may  chiefly  be 
referred  to  the  following  princi- 
ples, fometimes  blended,  and  fome- 
times  operating  fmgly :  The  re- 
vival and  vernacular  verfions  of 
the  claffics,  the  importation  and 
tranflation  of  Italian  novels,  the 
vifionary  reveries  or  refinements  of 
falfe  philofophy,  a  degree  of  fu- 
perllition  fufficient  for  thepurpofes 
of  poetry,  the  adoption  of  the 
machineries  of  romance,  and  the 
frequency  and  improvements  of  al- 
legoric exhibition  in  the  popular 
fpeftacles. 

When  the  corruptions  and  im- 
poftures  of  Popery   were   abolish- 


ed, the  fafhion  of  cultivating  the 
Greek  and  Roman  learning  be- 
came univerfal :  and  the  literary 
character  was  no  longer  appro- 
priated to  fcholars  by  profeflion, 
but  affumed  by  the  nobility  and 
gentry.  The  ecclefiaftics  had 
found  it  their  intsreft  to  keep  the 
languages  of  antiquity  to  them- 
felves,  and  men  were  eager  to 
know  what  had  been  fo  long  in- 
jurioufly  concealed.  Truth  pro- 
pagates truth,  and  the  mantle  of 
mylcery  was  removed  not  only 
from  religion,  but  from  literature. 
The  laity,  who  had  now  beea 
taught  to  afTert  their  natural  pri- 
vileges,  became  impatient  of  the 
old  monopoly  of  knowledge,  and 
demanded  admittance  to  the  ufur- 
pations  of  the  clergy.  The  ge- 
neral curiofity  for  new  difcove- 
ries,  heightened  either  by  jull  or 
imaginary  ideas  cf  the  treafures 
contained  in  the  Greek  and  Ro- 
man  writers,  excited  all  perfons 
of  leifure  and  fortune  to  iludy  the 
claflics.  The  pedantry  of  the 
prefent  age  was  the  politcnefs  of 
the  laft.  An  accurate  comprc- 
henfion  of  the  phraieology  and  pe- 
culiarities ot  the  ancier.t  poets, 
hirtorians,  and  orators,  which  vec 
feldom  went  farther  than  a  kind 
of  technical  erudition,  was  an  in- 
difpenfable  and  ainioil  the  princi- 
pal 


142        ANNUAL    REGISTER,    17S1. 


pal  objeft  in  the  circle  of  a  gen- 
tleman's education.  Every  young 
lady  of  Tafhion  was  carefully  in- 
ftruded  in  claflical  letters  :  and 
the  daughter  of  a  duchefs  was 
taught,  not  only  to  diftil  llrong 
waters,  but  to  conllrue  Greek. 
A  morse  the  learned  females  of 
hign  dillinftion,  Queen  Elizabeth 
herfclfvvas  the  moft  confpicuous. 
Roger  Afcham,  her  preceptor, 
fpeaks  with  rapture  of  her  afto» 
nifhing  progref-  in  the  Greek 
nouns  ;  and  declares  with  no  fmall 
degree  of  triumph,  that  during  a 
long  refidence  at  Windfor-caitie, 
ihe  was  accudomed  to  read  more 
Greek  in  a  day,  than  "  fome 
prebendary  of  that  church  did 
Latin,  in  one  week."  And  al- 
though perhaps  a  princefs  looking 
out  words  in  a  lexicon,  and  writ- 
ing down  hard  phrafes  from  Plu- 
tarch's Lives,  may  be  thought  at 
prefent  ..  more  incompatible  and 
extraordinary  charafter,  than  a 
canon  of  Windfor  underllanding 
no  Greek  and  but  little  Latin,  yet 
Elizabeth's  pafiion  for  thefe  acqui- 
sitions was  then  natural,  and  refult- 
ed  from  the  genius  and  habitudes 
of  her  age. 

The  bonks  of  antiquity  being 
thus  familiarifed  to  the  great, 
every  thing  was  tindlured  with  an- 
tient  hiltory  and  mythology.  The 
heathen  gods,  although  difcoun- 
tenanced  by  the  Calvinifts  on  a 
fufpicion  of  their  tending  to  che- 
rifii  and  revive  a  fpirit  of  idolatry, 
came  into  general  vogue.  When 
the  queen  paraded  through  a 
country-town,  almoft  every  pa- 
geant was  a  pantheon.  When  Ihe 
paid  a  vi(it  at  'he  houfeof  any  of 
her  nobility,  at  entering  the  hall 
ihe  vas  falu:ed  by  the  Penates, 
and  conduced  to  her  privy-cham- 


ber by  Mercury.  Even  the  paftry- 
cooks  were  expert  mythologiits.  l 
At  dinner,  feleft  transformations 
of  Ovid's  mctamorphofes  were  ex- 
hibited in  confedlionary  :  and  the 
fplendid  iceing  of  an  immenfe 
hilloric  plumb-cake,  was  embof- 
fed  with  a  delicious  baflb-relievo 
of  the  deftrudion  of  Troy.  In 
the  afternoon,  when  fhe  conde- 
fcended  to  walk  in  the  garden, 
the  lake  was  covered  with  Tri- 
tons and  Nereids :  the  pages  of 
the  family  were  converted  into 
Wood-nymphs  who  peeped  from 
every  bower :  and  the  footmen 
gamboled  over  the  lawns  in  the 
figure  of  Satyrs.  I  fpeak  it  with- 
out defigning  to  infinuate  any 
unfavourable  fufpicions,  but  ic 
feems  difficult  to  fay,  why  Eliza- 
beth's virginity  fhould  have  been 
made  the  theme  of  perpetual  and 
exceffive  panegyric :  nor  does  It 
immediately  appear,  that  there 
is  lefs  merit  or  glory  in  a  married 
than  a  maiden  queen.  Yet,  the 
next  morning,  after  fleeping  in  a 
room  hung  with  the  tapeftry  of  the 
voyage  of  Eneas,  when  her  ma- 
jeily  hunted  in  the  park,  Ihe  was 
met  by  Diana,  who  pronouncing 
our  royal  prude  to  be  the  bright- 
ell  paragon  of  unfpotted  chaltity, 
invited  her  to  groves  tree  from  the 
intrufions  of  Adteon.  The  truth 
is,  fhe  was  fo  profufely  flattered  for 
this  virtue,  becaufe  it  was  elleem- 
ed  the  charafteriilical  ornament  of 
the  heroines,  as  fantallic  honour 
was  the  chief  pride  of  the  cham- 
pions, of  the  old  barbarous  ro- 
mance. It  was  in  conformity  to 
the  fentiments  of  chivalry,  which 
llill  continued  in  vogue,  that  fhe 
was  celebrated  for  chaltity:  the 
compliment,  however,  was  paid  in 
a  clallical  allufion. 

Queens 


MISCELLANE 

Queens  mull  be  ridiculous  when 
they  would  appear  as  women. 
The  fofcer  attradlions  of  fex  va- 
ni/h  on  the  throne.  Elizabeth 
fought  all  occafions  of  being  ex- 
tolied  for  her  beauty,  of  which 
indeed  in  the  prime  of  her  youth 
Ihe  pofTeffed  but  a  fmall  fiiare, 
whatever  might  have  been  her  pre- 
tenfions  to  abfolute  virginity. 
Notwilhftanding  her  exaggerated 
habits  of  dignity  and  ceremony, 
and  a  certain  affeftation  of  impe- 
rial leverity,  flie  did  not  perceive 
this  ambition  of  being  compli- 
mented for  beauty,  to  be  an  idle 
and  unpardonable  levity,  totally 
incoafiUent  with  her  high  ftation 
and  charader.  As  ihe  conquered 
all  nations  with  her  arms,  ic  mat- 
ters not  what  were  the  triumphs 
of  her  eyes.  Of  what  confe- 
quence  was  the  complexion  of  the 
mirtrefi  of  the  world  ?  Not  lefs 
vain  of  her  perfon  than  her  poli- 
tics, this  ftaceiy  coquet,  the 
guardian  of  the  Proteftant  faith, 
the  terror  of  the  fca,  the  media- 
trix of  the  fai^ions  of  France,  and 
the  fcourge  of  Spain,  was  infi- 
nitely mortified,  if  an  embafTrtdor, 
at  the  firft  audience,  did  not  tell 
her  fhe  was  the  fined  womi.n  in 
Europe.  No  negociation  fuccced- 
ed  unlefs  fhe  was  addrefled  as  a 
goddcfs.  Enoraia.'lic  harangues 
drawn  from*  this  topic,  even  on 
the  fuppofuion  of  youth  and  beau- 
ty, were  furely  fuperfluous,  un- 
fuitable,  and  unworthy  ;  and  were 
offered  and  received  witli  an  equal 
imprOjjriety.  Yet  whvn  (lie  rode 
through  the  Ilreets  of  the  city  of 
Norwich,  Cupid,  at  the  command 
of  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  ad- 
vancing from  a  j-.oupc  of  gods 
who  had  kfc  Olympus  to  grace 
the  procelCon,  gave  her  a  gold'-ri 
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arrow,  the  mod  effeflive  weapon 
of  his  well-furniflied  quiver,  which 
under  the  influence  of  fuch  irre- 
fiftible  charms  was  fure  to  wound 
the  moil  obdurate  heart.  "  A 
gift,  faya  hcneft  HoUinfhed,  which. 
her  majefly,  now  verging  to  her 
fiftieth  year,  received  very  thank- 
fully." In  one  of  the  fulfome  in- 
terludes at  court,  where  fhe  waj 
prefent,  the  finging-boys  of  her 
chapel  prefented  the  ftory  of  the 
three  rival  goddeiTes  on  Mount 
Ida,  to  which  her  majefty  was  in- 
genioufly  added  as  a  fourth  ;  and 
Paris  was  arraigned  in  form  for 
adjudging  the  golden  apple  to  Ve- 
nus, which  was  due  to  the  queen 
alone. 

This  inundation  of  claSical  pe- 
dantry foon  infeQcd  our  poetry. 
Our  writers,  already  trained  ia 
the  fchool  of  fancy,  were  fudden- 
ly  dazzled  with  thefe  novel  ima- 
ginations, and  the  divinities  and 
heroes  of  pagar  aniiquity  deco- 
rated every  compofition.  The 
perpetual  alluuons  to  antient  fa- 
ble were  often  introduced  without 
the  leaft  regard  to  propriety. 
Shakefpeare's  Mr;.  Page,  who  is 
rot  i  a  tended  in  any  degree  to  be 
a  learned  or  an  aifedied  lady, 
laughing  at  the  cumberfome  court- 
fhip  of  her  corpulent  lover  Fal- 
llafFe,  fays,  '*  I  had  rather  be  a 
giantefs  and  lie  under  mount  Pe- 
lion."  This  f^amiliariry  with  the 
Pagan  ftory  was  not,  however,  fo 
much  owing  to  the  prevailing  Ilu- 
dy  of  the  original  authors,  as  to 
the  numerous  Englilh  verfions  of 
them,  svhich  were  confequently 
made.  The  tranilations  of  the 
claflics,  which  now  employed  every 
pv'n,  gave  a  currency  and  a  cele- 
brity to  thefe  fancies,  and  had 
the  effid  of  difFuiing  tht-m  among 

lie 
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the  people.  No  fconer  were  they 
delivered  from  the  pale  of  the 
fchob- ic  languages,  than  they 
acquired  a  general  notoriety. 
Ovid's  metamophoies  jult  tranf- 
lated    by  Goiding,   to  inftance   no 


and  in  artful  arrangements  of  fic- 
titious yet  probable  events,  af- 
forded a  new  gratification  to  a 
people  which  yet  retained  their 
antient  relifh  for  tale-telling,  and 
became     the     fafhionable    amufe- 


farther,  d^fclofcd   a  new  world   of    ment  of  all  who  profeffed   to  read 


£dion,  even  to  the  illiterate.  As 
we  had  now  all  the  antient  fables 
in  Englifh,  learned  allufions, 
whether  in  a  poem  or  a  pageant, 
were  no  longer  obfcure  and  unin- 
telligible to  common  readers  and 
common  fpe^Utors.  And  here  we 
are  led  to  obferve,  that  at  this  re- 
ftoralion  of  the  claflics,  we  were  firft 
llruck  only  with  their  fabulous  in- 
ventions. We  did  not  attend  to 
their  regularity  of  def:gn  and  juft- 
iiefs  of   fentiment.     A   rude  age. 


for  pleafure.  They  gave  rife  to 
innumerable  plays  and  poems, 
which  would  not  otherwife  have 
exifted;  and  turned  the  thoughts 
of  our  writers  to  new  inventions 
of  the  fame  kind.  Before  thefe 
books  became  common,  affefting 
fituations,  the  combination  of  in- 
cident, and  the  pathos  of  cata- 
ftrophe,  were  almoll  unknown. 
Diurefs,  efpecially  that  arifing 
from  the  conflifts  of  the  tender 
paffion,   had   not  yet  been    ftiewn 


beginning    to   read   thefe    writers,    in   its  moft  intcreiling  forms.     It 


imitated  their  extravagancies,  not 
their  natural  beauties.  And  thefe, 
like  other  novelties,  were  purfued 
to  a  blameable  excefs. 

I  have  before  given  a  fketch  of 
the  introduftion  of  clafiical  (lo- 
ries, in  the  fplendid  Ihow  exhi- 
bited at  the  coronation  of  Queen 
Anne  Boleyn.  But  that  is  a  rare 
and  a  premature  inftance  :  and  the 
Pagan     fiftions     are     there    corn- 


was  hence  our  poets,  particularly 
the  dramatic,  borrowed  ideas  of  a 
legitimate  plot,  and  the  compli- 
cation of  facls  neceffary  to  confti- 
tute  a  ftory  either  of  the  comic  or 
tragic  fpecies.  In  proportion  as 
knowledge  increafed,  genius  had 
wanted  fubjeds  and  materials. 
Thefe  pieces  ufurped  the  place  of 
legends  and  chronicles.  And  al- 
though the  old   hiftorical   fongs  of 


plicated  with  the  Barbarifms  of  the    the  miniftrels  contained  much  bold 


Catholic  worihip,  and  the  doctrines 
of  Scholaftic  theology.  Claflical 
learning  wns  not  then  fo  widely 
fpread,  either  by  ftgdy  or  tranfla- 
tion,  as  to  bring  thefe  learned  fpec- 
tacles  into  falhion,  to  frame  them 
with  fufficient  Ikill,  and  to  prefent 
them  with  propriety. 

Another  capital  fource  of  the 
poetry  peculiar  to  this  period, 
confifted  in  the  numerous  tranfla- 
lions  of  Italian  tales  into  Eng- 
li(h.  1  hefe  narratives,  not  deal- 
ing altogether  in  romantic  inven- 
tions, but  in  real  life  and  manners. 


adventure,  heroic  enterprife,  and 
ftrong  touches  of  rude  delineation, 
yet  they  failed  in  that  multipli- 
cation and  difpofition  of  circum- 
llances,  and  in  that  defcription  of 
charadters  and  events  approaching 
nearer  to  truth  and  reality,  which 
were  demanded  by  a  more  dif- 
cerning  and  curious  age.  Even 
the  rugged  features  of  the  original 
Gothic  romance  were  foftened  by 
this  fort  of  reading  :  and  the  Ita- 
lian paftoral,  yet  with  fome  mix- 
ture of  the  kind  of  incident  de- 
fcribed    in   Heliodorus's   Ethiopic 
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Kiflory  now  newly  tranflated,  was 
engrafted  on  the  feudal  manners 
in  Sydney's  Arcadia. 

But  the  reformation  had  not 
yet  deftroyed  every  delufion,  nor 
difinchanted  all  the  ilrong  holds 
of  fuperftition.  A  few  dim  cha- 
raders  were  yet  legible  in  the 
mouldering  creed  of  tradition. 
Every  goblin  of  ignorance  did 
not  vaniflj  at  the  firft  glimmerings 
of  the  morning  of  fcience.  Rea- 
fon  fiiifered  a  few  demons  fiill  to 
linger,  which  fhe  chofe  to  retain 
in  her  fervice  under  the  guidance 
of  poetry.  IVlen  believed,  or 
were  willing  to  believe,  that  fpi- 
rits  were  yet  hovering  around, 
who  brought  with  them  airs  /"rem 
heaueTif  or  blajis  from  hell,  that  the 
ghoft  was  duely  releafed  from  his 
prifon  of  torment  at  the  found  of 
the  curfue,  and  that  fairies  im- 
printed myfterious  circles  on  the 
turf  by  moonlight.  Much  of  this 
credulity  was  even  confecrated  by 
the  name  of  fcience  and  profound 
fpeculation.  Profpero  had  not  yet 
broken  and  buried  his  Jinff,  nor 
droiuned  his  book  deeper  than  did 
ever  plummet  foufid.  It  was  now 
that  the  alchymift,  and  the  ju- 
dicial aftrologer,  condudled  his 
occult  operations  by  the  potent 
intercourfe  of  fome  preternatural 
being,  who  came  obfequious  to 
bis  call,  and  was  bound  to  accom- 
plifh  his  feverell  fervices,  under 
certain  conditions,  and  for  a  li- 
mited duration  of  time.  It  was 
ai^tually  one  of  the  pretended  feats 
of  thefe  fantaftic  philofophers,  to 
evoke  the  Queen  of  the  I'airies  in 
the  folitude  of  a  gloomy  grove, 
who,  preceded  by  a  fudden  rull- 
Jing  of  the  leaves,  appeared  in 
robes  of  tranfcendent  lullre.  The 
ijhakefpeare  of  a  more  inlilruclcd 
Vol..  aXIV. 


and  polifhed  age,  would  not  have 
given  us  a  magician  darkening 
the  fun  at  noon,  the  fabbath  of 
the  witches,  and  the  cauldron  of 
incantation. 

Undoubtedly  moll  of  thefe  no- 
tions were  credited  and  enter- 
tained in  a  much  higher  degree, 
in  the  preceding  periods.  But 
the  arts  of  compofition  had  not 
then  made  a  fufficient  progrefs, 
nor  would  the  poet  of  thofe  pe- 
riods have  managed  them  with  {o 
much  addrefs  and  judgment.  We 
weie  now  arrived  at  that  point, 
when  che  national  credulity,  chaf- 
tened  by  reafon,  had  produced  a 
fort  of  civilized  fuperflition,  and 
left  a  fet  of  traditions,  fanciful 
enough  for  poetic  decoration,  and 
yet  not  too  violent  and  chimerical 
for  common  if^'iz.  Hobl^es,  al- 
though no  friend  to  this  dodrine, 
ubferves  happily,  "  In  a  %'ox 
poem  both  judgment  and  fancy 
are  required  ;  hut  the  fancy  mutt 
be  more  eminent,  becaafe  they 
pleafe  for  the  E\trai'agancy,  but 
ought  not  to  difpieafe  by  Indif- 
cretiony 

In  the  menn  time  the  Gothic 
romance,  although  fomewhat 
Ihook  by  the  clafficai  Stflions  at'-ii 
by  the  tales  of  Boccace  and  Ban- 
dello,  dill  maintained  its  ground  ; 
and  the  daring  machineries  of 
giants,  dragons,  and  inchanted 
caltles,  borrowed  from  the  magic 
Itorehoufe  of  Boiardo,  Ariofto, 
and  Tafib,  began  to  be  employed 
by  the  epic  nuife.  Thefe  orna- 
ments have  been  ccnfured  by  the 
bigotry  of  precife  nnd  fervile  cri- 
tics, as  abounding  in  whimfical 
abfurdities,  and  as  unwarrantable 
deviations  from  the  prai^ice  of 
Homer  and  Viigil.  'The  author 
of  An  Enquiry  into  the  Life  and 
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Writinss  of   Homer  is  wiUlno;  to 
allow  a  fertility  of  genius,  and  a 
felicity  of  expreffion,  to  Tafib  and 
Ariofto ;     but   at    the    fame    time 
complains,    that,    "  quitting  life, 
they    betook    themfelves   to    aerial 
beings     and     Utopian    charafters, 
and  filled  their  works  with  charms 
and    virions,    the    modern    fupple- 
roents  of  the  marvellous  and   fu- 
blime.     The  bed  poets    copy  na- 
ture,   and    give    it   fuch    as    they 
Jind    it.      When    once    they    lofe 
iight  of  this,  they  write   falfe,  be 
their  talents  ever  fo  great."     But 
■what  fiiall   we  fay  of   thofe  Uto- 
pians,   the   Cyclopes  and   the  Le- 
ilrigons    in     the    Odyfley  ?     The 
hippogrif  of  Ariofto    may  be  op- 
pofed  to  the  harpies  of  Virgil.     If 
Jeaves  are   turned  into  (hips  in  the 
Orlando,  nymphs  are  transformed 
into  ihips  in  the  Eneid.      Cacus  is 
a  more  unnatural  favage  than  Ca- 
liban.    Nor  am  I  convinced,  that 
the    imagery   of  Ifmeno's    necro- 
mantic   loreft     in     the    Gierufa- 
lemmc  Liberata,  guarded  by  walls 
and    battlements    of   lire,    is    leis 
marvellous  and   fublime,  than  the 
leap  of  Juno's  horfes  in  the  Iliad, 
celebrated  by  Longinus  for  its  fin- 
gular    magnificence    and    dignity. 
On    the   principles  of   this    critic, 
Voltaire's  Henriad   may  be  placed 
at  the  head  of   the    modern  epic. 
But    I  forbear    to    anticipate    my 
opinion   of  a  fylUm,    which    will 
more  properly  be  confidered,  when 
I  come   to   fpeak    of   Spenfer.     I 
mult,  however,  obferve  here,  that 
the  Gothic  and  Pagan  fiiRions  were 
now    frequently   blended    and  in- 
corporated.      The    Lady    of    the 
Lake  floated  in   the  faite  of  Nep- 
tune   before  Queen    Elizabeth  at 
Kenilworth  :     Ariel    alfumes    the 
(emblance   of   a   fea-nymph,   and 


Hecate,  by  an  eafy  aflbciatlon, 
conduds  the  rites  of  the  weird 
filters  in  Macbeth. 

Allegory  had  been  derived  from 
the  religious  dramas  into  our  civil 
fpeftacles.       The      mafques     and 
pageantries  of  the  age  of  Eliza- 
beth   were  not  only  furnifhed   by 
the  heathen  divinities,    but   often 
by    the   virtues    and    vices   imper- 
fonated,     fignificantly     decorated, 
accurately    diftinguiftied    by   their 
proper   types,   aiid   reprefented  by 
living  adtors.     The  antient    fym- 
bolical    fhews   of  this   fort    began 
now   to   lofe    their   old    barbarifm 
and  a  mixture  of  religion,  and   to 
adume  a  degree  of  poetical  ele- 
gance and   precifion.     Nor  was  it 
only  in   the  conformation  of  par- 
ticular   figures    that    much    fancy 
was  Ihewn,  but  in   the  contexture 
of  fome  of  the  fables  or  devices 
prefented  by  groupes  of  ideal  per- 
fonages.    Thefe  exhibitions  quick- 
ened creative  invention,    and   re- 
Hedled  back  on  poetry  what  poetry 
had  given.     From   their  familiari- 
ty and  public  nature,   they  form- 
ed a  national    tafte   for    allegory  ; 
and     the    allegorical    poets    were 
now  writing  to  the  people.     Even 
romance    was     turned     into    this 
channel.     In     the    Fairy    Queen, 
allegory  is  wrought  upon  chival- 
ry,  and   the  feats  and  figments  of 
Arthur's  round   table  are  moraliz- 
ed.    The  virtues  of  magnificence 
and  chaility  are  here  perfonified  : 
but     they    are    imaged    with    the 
forms,  and  under   the  agency,  of 
romantic    knights    and     damfels. 
What    was   an     after-thought    ia 
TafToj  appears  to  have  been  Spen- 
fer's    premeditated     and    primary 
defign.     ha    the    mean    time,     w» 
mult    not   confound    thcle    moral 
combatants   of  the   Fairy   Q_ueeB 
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He  feems  not  to  have  feen  any 
impropriety,  in  the  moft  abrupt 
tranfitions,  from  dukes  to  buf- 
foons, from  fenators  to  failors, 
from  counfellors  to  conftables,  and 
from  kings  to  clowns.  Like  Vir- 
gil's majeftic  oak. 


with  fome  of  its  other  embodied 
abltraftions,  which  are  purely  and 
p.rofefledly  allegorical. 

It  may  here  be  added,  that  only 
a  few  critical  treatifes,  and  but 
one  Art  of  Poetry,  were  now 
written.  Sentiments  and  images 
were  not  abfolutely  determined  by 
the  canons  of  compofition  :  nor 
was  genius  awed  by  the  confciouf- 
nel's  of  a  future  and  final  arraign- 
ment at  the  tribunal  of  talte.  A 
certain  dignity  of  inattention  to 
niceties  is  now  vilible  in  our 
writers.  Without  too  clofely  con- 
fulting  a  criterion  of  correftnefs, 
every  man  indulged  his  own  ca- 
pricioufnefs  of  invention.  The 
poet's  appeal  was  chiefly  to  his 
own  voluntary  feelings,  his  own 
immediate  and  peculiar  mode  of 
conception.  And  this  freedom  of 
thought  was  often  expreffed  in  an 
undifguifed  franknefs  of  didlion. 
A  circumftance,  by  the  way,  that 
greatly  contributed  to  give  the 
flowing  modulation  which  now 
marked  the  meafures  of  our  poets, 
and  which  foon  degenerated  into 
the  oppoiite  ejctreme  of  diflbnance 
and  afperity.  Sele£lion  and  dif- 
crimination  were  often  overlooked. 
Shakefpeare  wandered  in  purfuit 
of  univerfal  nature.  The  glanc- 
ings  of  his  eye  are  from  heaven  to 
earth,  from  earth  to  heaven.  We 
behold  him  breaking  the  barriers 
of  imaginary  method.  In  the 
fame  fcene,  he  defcends  from  his 
meridian  of  the  nobleft  tragic  fu- 
blimity,  to  puns  and  quibbles,  to 
the  meanell  merriments  of  a  ple- 
beian farce.  In  the  midll  of  his 
dignity,  he  refenibles  his  own 
Richard  the  Second,  the  /kipping 
king,  who  fomctimes  difcarding 
the  Hate  of  a  monarch. 
Mingled  liis  royalty  with  carping  fools. 


-Quantum  vertice  ad  auras 


.^tlurias    taiitum     radice     ia     Taitara 
tendiu 

No  Satires,  properly  fo  called, 
were  written  till  toward,  the  lat- 
ter end  of  the  queen's  reign,  and 
then  but  a  few.  pictures  drawa 
at  large  of  the  vices  of  the  times, 
did  not  fuit  readers  who  loved  to 
wander  in  the  regions  of  artificial 
manners.  1  he  Mufe,  like  the 
people,  was  too  folemn  and  re- 
ierved,  too  ceremonious  and  pe- 
dantic, to  ftoop  to  common  life. 
Satire  is  the  poetry  of  a  nation 
highly  poHlhed. 

The  importance  of  the  female 
charafler  was  not  yet  acknow- 
ledged, nor  were  women  admitted 
into  the  j?eneral  commerce  of  fo- 
ciety.  The  efFedl  of  that  inter- 
courfe  had  not  imparted  a  comic, 
air  to  pietry,  nor  foftened  the  fe- 
vcrer  tone  of  our  verfitication  with 
the  levities  of  gallantry,  and  the 
familiarities  of  compliment,  fome- 
times  perhaps  oper.vtirg  on  le- 
rious  fubjects,  and  imperceptibly 
fpreading  themlelves  in  the  ge- 
neral habits  of  llyle  and  thought. 
I  do  not  mean  to  iniinuate,  that 
our  poetry  has  fuffered  from  the 
great  change  of  manners,  which 
this  affumption  of  the  gentler  fex, 
or  rather  the  improved  Hate  of 
female  education,  has  produced, 
by  giving  elegance  and  variety  to 
life,  by  enlarging  the  fphere  of 
conveHaiion,  and  by  multiplying 
the  topics  and  enriching  the  Uores 
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^f  wit  and  humour.  But  I  am 
marking  the  peculiarities  ofcoin- 
pofition  :  and  my  meaning  was  to 
fuggeft,  that  the  abfcnce  of  fo  im- 
portant a  circuaftance  from  the 
riiOdes  and  conftitution  of  antient 
life,  mull  hsve  influenced  the 
cotempcary  poetry.  Of  the  ftate 
of  manners  among  our  anceftors 
refpecfting  this  point,  many  traces 
remain.  Their  ftyle  of  courtiTiip 
inay  be  collefted  from  the  love- 
clialogues  of  Hamlet,  young  Per- 
cy, Henry  the  Fifth,  and  Mafter 
Fenton.  Their  tragic  heianes, 
iheir  Dcfdewonas  and  Ophelias, 
although  of  fo  much  confcquence 
in  the  piece,  are  degraded  to  the 
baclc-grcund.  In  comedy,  their 
ladies  are  nothing  more  than  merry 
wives,  plain  and  chearful  matrons, 
who  liand  upon  cbarine/s  of  their 
honejly.  In  the  fmaller  poems,  if 
a  iover  praifes  his  iniftrefs,  fhe  is 
complimented  in  ftrains  neither 
polite  nor  pathetic,  without  ele- 
gance and  without  affeflion  :  (he 
is  defcribed,  not  in  the  addreTs  of 
intelligible  yet  artful  panegyric, 
not  in  the  real  colours,  and  with 
the  genuine  accomplifhments  of 
nature,  but  as  an  eccentric  ideal 
being  of  anotht-r  fyflem,  and  as 
infpiring  fentimencs  equally  un- 
meaning, hyperbolical,  and  un- 
n:itural. 

All  or  moft  of  thefe  circum- 
Itances,  contributed  to  give  a  de- 
Kiiptive,  a  pidurefque,  and  a 
figurative  caft  to  the  poetical  lan- 
guage. This  efTeft  appears  even 
in  the  profe  compofitions  of  the 
reign  cf  Elizabeth.  In  the  fub- 
fequent  age,  profe  became  the 
language  of  poetry. 

in  the  mean  time,  general  know- 
ledge was  incitafing  with  a  wide 
di^uiioa    and     a    hally    rapidity. 


Books  began  to  be  multiplied, 
and  a  variety  of  the  moft  ufeful 
and  rational  topics  had  been  dif- 
cuffed  in  our  own  language.  But 
fcience  had  not  made  too  great 
advances.  On  the  whole,  we 
were  now  arrived  at  that  period, 
propitious  to  the  operation  of  ori- 
ginal and  true  poetry,  when  the 
coynefs  of  fancy  was  not  always 
proof  againft  the  approaches  of 
reafon,  when  genius  was  rather 
dired'ted  than  governed  by  judg- 
ment, and  when  taite  and  learn- 
ing had  fo  far  only  difciplined 
imagination,  as  to  fufFer  its  ex- 
ceffes  to  pafs  without  cenfure  or 
controul,  for  the  fake  of  the 
beauties  to  which  they  were  al- 
lied. 


A  Jhort  Eijlorical  Account  of  Athensj 
from    the    time    cf   her    Perfian 
triumphs,  to  that  of  her  becom- 
ing fubjeil  to  the  I'urks — Sketch, 
during  this  long  inter'val,  of  her 
Political  end  Literary   State  ;    ef 
her  Philofophen  ;   of  her  Gyfnnc^ 
fa  ;   of  her  good  and  bad  Fortune, 
&c.  &c. — Manners  cf  the  prefent 
Inhabitants — Oli-ves  and  Honey  ; 
from  Harris'/ Philolcgia! Inquiries . 

"AVING  mentioned  Athens, 
I  hope  that  celebrated  cuy 
will  juftify  a  digreflion,  and  the 
more  fo,  as  that  digrefiion  wilt 
terminate  in  events,  which  be- 
long to  the  very  age,  of  which  we 
are  now  writing.  But  'tis  expe- 
dient to  deduce  matters  from  a 
much  earlier  period. 

When  the  Athenians  had  de- 
livered themfelves  from  the  tyran- 
ny of  Pififtratus,  and  after  this  had 
defeated  the  vail  efforts  cf  the 
Perfians,  and  that  againll  two  fuc- 
ceffive  invaders,  Darius  and  Xer- 
xes* 
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Jces,  they  may  be  confidered  as  at 
the  fu.nrnit  of  their  national  glory. 
For  more  than  half  a  century  af- 
terwards they  maintained,  with- 
out controuJ,  the  fovereignty  of 
Greece. 

As  their  tafte  was  naturally 
good,  arts  of  every  kind  foon  rofe 
among  them,  and  rioorifhed.  Va- 
lour had  given  ihem  reputation ; 
reputation  gave  them  an  afc°n- 
dant :  and  that  afcendani  pro- 
duced a  fecurity,  which  left  tneir 
minds  at  ta.'e,  and  gave  them  lei- 
fure  to  culiivate  every  thing  li- 
beral, or  elegant*. 

it  was  then  that  Pericles  adorned 
the  city  with  temples,  theatres, 
and  other  beautiful  public  build- 
ing. Phidias,  the  great  fculptor, 
wh:  employed  as  his  architett,  who, 
whtrn  he  had  erefted  edifices, 
adorned  them  himfelf,  and  added 
Ilatues  and  Bafib-relievo's,  the 
admiration  of  every  beholder.  It 
was  then  that  Folygnotus  and 
Myro  painted  -  thac  Sophocles 
and  Euripides  wrote  ;  and  not 
Qong  after,  that  they  faw  the  di- 
vine Socrates. 

Human  affairs  are  by  nature 
prone  to  change,  and  itates  as 
well  as  individuals  are  born  to 
decay.  Jeaioufy  and  ambition 
infendbly  fomented  wars,  and  fuc- 
cels  in  thcfe  wars,  as  in  others, 
was  often  various.  The  military 
ftrength  of  the  Athenians  was  lirit 
impaired  by  the  Laced:cmonians  ; 
after  that,  it  was  again  humiliat- 
ed, under  Epaminondas,  by  the 
Thebans  ;  and  lalt  of  ail  it  was 
wholly  crulhed  by  the  Macedonian, 
Philip. 


But  though  their  political  fove- 
reignty was  loft,  yet,  happily  for 
mankind,  their  love  of  literaiure 
and  arts  did  not  link  along 
with  it. 

Juft  at  the  clofe  of  their  goldea 
days  of  empire  flouriQied  Xeno- 
phon  and  Plato,  the  difciples  of 
Socrates,  and  from  Plaro  defcend- 
ed  that  race  of  philofophers,  called 
the  Old  Academy. 

Ariftotle,  who  was  Plato's  di- 
fciple,  may  be  faid,  not  to  have 
invented  a  new  philofophy,  but 
rather  to  have  tempered  the  fu- 
blime,  and  rapturous  myftetics  of 
his  mafter  with  method,  order, 
and  a  ftriv^er  mode  of  reafoning. 

Zeno,  who  was  himfelf  alfo 
educated  in  the  principles  of  Pia- 
tonifm,  only  differed  from  Plato 
in  the  comparative  ellimate  of 
things,  allowing  nothing  to  be 
intrinlically  good  but  virtue,  no- 
thing intrinlically  bad  but  vice, 
and  conlidering  all  other  things  to 
be  in  themfclves  indifferent. 

Ke  too  and  Arillotle  accurately 
cultivated  Logic,  ')Ut  in  different 
ways  ;  for  Ariltotle  chiefly  dwelt 
upon  the  fimple  fyllo"ifm  ;  Zeno 
upon  that  which  is  derived  out  of 
it,  the  compound  or  hypothetic. 
Both  too,  as  well  as  other  philo- 
fophers, cultivated  Rhetoric  along 
with  Logic  ;  holding  a  knowledge 
in  both  to  be  requifite  for  thofe, 
who  think  of  addreffing  mankind 
with  all  the  efficacy  of  perfuafion. 
Zeno  elegantly  illu!lrated  the 
force  of  thefc  two  powers  by  a 
fimile,  taken  from  the  hand  :  the 
clofe  power  of  Logic  he  compared 
to  the  fill,  or  hand  comprelt ;  the 


*  It  was  in  a  fimilar  period  of  tiiumph,  after  a  formidable  adverfary  had  been 
rrufhcd,  ilu:  the  Romans  began  to  cultivate  a  more  lefined  and  polifhed  litera- 
tuie. 

L    ^  diffufc 
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difFufe    po«'er    of   Logic,    to    the     by  which  men  are  perfuadod,  and 
palm,  or  hand  open.  if  men  cannot  be  perfuaded,  with- 

1  Ihall  mention  but  two  fefls  out  a  knowiedge  of  human  na 
inore,  the  New  Academy,  and  tuie:  for  what,  but  Fhilofophy, 
the  F.picurean.  can  procure  us  this  knowledge? 

The  New  Academy,  fo  called  It  was  for  this  reafon  the  ableft 
from  the  Old  Academy,  (the  Greek  phiiolophers  not  only  taught 
r.nme  given  to  the  fchool  of  Plato)  (ai  we  hinted  before)  but  wrote 
was  founded  by  Arcelila-,  and  ably  alfo  treatifcs  upon  Rhetoric.  They 
maintained  by  Carneades.  From  had  a  farih  r  inJucement,  and 
a  miTiaken  imitation  of  the  great  that  was  the  intrinfic  beauty  of 
parent  of  philofophy,  Socrates,  their  language,  as  it  was  then 
(particularly  as  he  appears  in  the  fpoken  among  the  learned  and 
diaiovues  of  Plato)  becaufe  So-  polite.  They  would  have  been 
crates  doubted  fome  things,  there-  afhamed  to  have  delivered  Philo- 
fore  ^rceiilas  and  Carneades  fophy,  as  it  has  been  too  often 
doubted  all.  delivered  fince,  in  compofitions  as 

Epicurus     drew    from     another     clumiy,  as  the  common  dialed  of 
fource  ;    Democritus    had     taught     the  mere  vulgar. 
him   atoms    and    a   void :    by    the         The    fame    love    of    elegance, 
fortuitous  concourfe  of   atoms   he     which  made  them  attend  to  their 
fancied    he    could    form   a  world,     ftile,    made  them  attend   even   to 
while  by  a  feigned  veneration  he     the    places,    where   their  Philofo- 
complimentcd  away  his  gods,  and     phy  was  taught, 
totally    denied    their    providential         Plato  delivered  his  leftures  in  a 
care,  left   the  trouble  of  it  (hould     place  ft»aded   with  groves,  on  the 
impair    their     uninterrupted    ftate     banks    of    the    river    llilfus  ;    and 
of    blifs.     Virtue    he  recommend-     which,    as    it  once  belonged   to  a 
ed,  though  not  for  the  fake  of  vir-     perfon     called     Academus,      was 
tue,    but    pleafure ;    pleafure,  ac-     called,  after   his  name,    the  Aca- 
cordlng  to  him,    being   our  chief    demy.       Arillotle    chofe     another 
and   fovereign  good.     It   mud  be     fpoc  of  a  fimilar  charadter,  where 
confeft  howeyer,  that,  though   his     there  were  trees  and  ftiade;  a  fpot 
principles  were  erroneous  and  even     called  the  Lycaeum.     Zeno  taught 
bad,  never  was  a  man  more  tern-     in   a  portico    or   colonade,   diflin- 
perate  and  humane;   never  was  a     guilhed    from  other    buildings    of 
man   mere  beloved   by  his  friends,     that  fort  (of  which  the  Athenians 
pr  more  cordially  attached  to  them     had   many)    by  the    name  of   the 
in  afieclionaie  efteem.  Variegated  Portico,  the  walls   be- 

We  have  already  mentioned  the  jng  decorated  with  various  paint- 
alliance  between  Philofophy  and  ings  of  Polygnotus  and  Myro, 
khetoric.  This  cannot  be  thought  two  capital  mailers  of  that  tran- 
wonderful,  if  Rhetoric  be  the  art,     fcendent   period  *.     Epicurus  ad- 

dreffed 

"^  Of  thcfe  two  artifts  it  appears  that  Myro  was  paid,  and  that  Polygnotus 
painted  gratis,  for  which  generolity  he  had  the  teftimony  of  public  honours, 
fli^i.  {4.  Hill.  L.  XXXV,  cap.  9.  Icct.  35. 

.  ■  w? 
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dreffed  his  hearers  in  thofe  well 
known  gardens,  called  after  his 
own  name,  the  Gardens  of  Epi- 
curus. 

Some  of  thefe  places  gave  names 
to  the  doftrines,  which  were 
taught  there.  Plato's  philofopiiy 
took  its  aame  of  Academic  from 
the  Academy;  that  of  Zeno  was 
called  the  Stoic,  from  a  Greek 
word,  iignifying  a  portico. 

The  iyflem  indeed  of  Ariflotle 
was  not  denominated  from  the 
place,  but  was  called  Peripatetic, 
from  the  manner  in  which  he 
taught ;  from  his  walking  about, 
at  the  time,  when  he  difTerted. 
The  term,  Epicurean  Philofophy, 
needs  no  explanation. 

Open  air,  fhade,  water,  and 
pleafant  walks  feem  above  all 
things  to  favour  that  exercife,  the 
bell  fuited  to  contemplation,  I 
mean  gentle  walking  without  in- 
ducing fatigue.  The  many  agree- 
able walks  in  and  about  Oxford 
may  teach  my  own  countrymen 
the  truth  of  this  aflertion,  and 
belt  explain  how  Horace  lived, 
while  a  lludeot  at  Athens,  em- 
ployed (as  he  tells  us) 

—in'.i-r  filvas  Academi  iju.ererc  veium. 

Thefe  places  of  public  inftitu- 


tion  were  called  among  the  Greeks 
by  the  name  of  Gymnalia,  in 
which,  whatever  that  word  might 
have  originally  meant,  were 
taught  all  thofe  exercifes,  and  al! 
thofe  arts,  which  tended  to  culti- 
vate hot  only  the  body,  but  the 
mind.  As  man  was  a  being  con- 
fiding of  both,  the  Greeks  could 
not  confider  that  education  as  com- 
plete, in  which  both  were  not  re- 
garded, and  both  properly  form- 
ed. Hence  their  Gymnafia,  with 
reference  to  this  double  end,  were 
adorned  with  two  llatues,  thofe  of 
JWercury  and  of  Hercules,  the 
corporeal  accomplifhments  being 
patronized  (as  they  fuppofed)  by 
the  God  of  llrength,  the  mental 
accomplifhments  by  the  God  of 
ingenuity. 

It  is  to  be  feared,  that  many 
places,  now  called  academies, 
fcarce  deferve  the  name  upon  this 
extenfive  plan,  if  the  profefTors 
teach  no  more,  than  how  to 
dance,  fence,  and  ride  upon 
horfes. 

It  was  for  the  cultivation  of 
every  liberal  accompliihment  that 
Athens  was  celebrated  (as  we 
have  faid)  during  many  centuries, 
long  after  hec  political  influence 
was  loll,  and  at  an  end. 


We  learn  from  hiftory  that  tf.e  piflur.^s,  which  adorned  this  portico,  were 
four }  two  on  the  back  part  of  it  (opn  to  the  Coionrade)  and  a  pifture  at 
eacli  end,  upon  the  right  and  left. 

We  learn  alio  the  lubjeds  :  on  one  of  the  fides  a  piflure  of  the  Athenian  and 
-Lacr;demonian  armies  at  Ocnoe  (an  Argivc  city)  facing  each  other,  ami  ready 
to  engage  :  on  the  back  ground,  or  middle  part  of  the  portico,  the  battle  be- 
tween the  Athenians  under  Theleus,  and  the  Amazons  :  next  to  :hat,  on  the 
fame  middle,  the  Grecian  chiefs,  after  the  taking  of  Troy,  deliberating  upon 
the  violence  offered  by  Ajax  to  Catfandra,  A.iax  himftlf  being  pielent,  together 
with  Caflandra  and  other  cuptive  Troian  women  :  lalHy,  on  the  other  fule  of 
the  portico  oppolite  to  the  firlt,  the  triumphant  victory  at  Marathon,  the  Bar- 
barians piiflied  into  the  ir.orafs,  or  demo!i(hed,  while  they  endtavouied  to 
tfcape  to  their  Ihips  5  MUtiadts  and  the  Gieek  kadcrs  being  to  be  known  by  their 
poruaits, 

l"  4  When 
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When  Alexander  the  Great 
died,  many  tyrants,  like  many 
Hydras,  immediately  fprung  up. 
A  then?  then,  though  ftie  ftiil 
maintained  the  form  of  her  an- 
tient  government,  was  perpetually 
ch'-cked  and  humiliated  by  their 
infolence.  Antipacer  deltroyed 
Jier  orators,  and  fne  was  facked  by 
Demetrius.  At  length  fhe  becnme 
I'ubj' d  to  the  all-powerful  Ro- 
mans, and  found  the  cruel  Sylla 
her  ievereit  enemy. 

His  face  (which  perhaps  indi- 
cated his  manners)  was  of  a  purple 
red,  intermixed  with  white.  1  his 
circumftance  could  not  efcape  the 
witty  Athenians  :  they  delcribed 
him  in  a  verfe,  and  ridiculouHy 
faid, 

SyUa'i  face  is  a  mulberry,  fprinkled  with 
meal. 

The  devaOation?  and  carnage, 
which  he  cauled  foon  after,  gave 
them  too  much  reafon  to  repent 
their  farcafrn. 

The  civil  war  between  Casfar 
and  Pompey  foon  followed,  and 
their  natural  love  of  liberty  made 
them  fide  with  Pompey,  Here 
again  they  were  unfortunate,  for 
Ca;far  conquered.  .But  v.sfard!d 
not  treat  them  like  Sylla.  With 
that  clemency,  which  made  fo 
amiable  a  part  of  his  charafter, 
he  difmiiled  them  by  a  fine  aliu- 
fion  to  their  iiludrious  anceflors, 
faying,  that  he  fpared  the  living 
for  the  fake  cf  the  dead. 

Another  Ilorm  followed  foon  af- 
ter th?s,  the  wars  of  Brutus  and 
Cadi  us  with  Auguftys  and  Antony. 
Their  partiality  for  liberty  did 
rot  here  forfake  them  :  they  took 
part  in  the  contefl  with  the  two 
■patriot  Romans,  and  erefted  their 
^tatuci  near  their  own  antient  de- 


liverers, Harmodius  and  Aritlft- 
giton,  who  had  ilain  Hipparchus. 
But  they  were  ftil!  unhappy,  for 
their  enemies  triumphed. 

I'hey  made  their  peace  however 
with  Augultus,  and  having  met 
afterwards  with  different  treat- 
ment und^r  different  empcrori, 
fometinies  favourable,  fomecimes 
harfh,  and  never  more  fevere  than 
under  Vefpafian,  their  oppreff.otis 
were  at  length  relieved  by  the  vir- 
tuous Nerva  and  Trajan. 

Mankind  during  the  interval, 
which  began  from  Nerva,  and 
which  extended  to  the  death  of 
that  beft  of  emperors,  Marcus 
Antoninus,  ielt  a  refpite  from 
thofe  evils,  which  they  had  fo  fe- 
verely  felt  before,  and  which  they 
felt  fo  feverely  revived  under 
Commodus,  and  his  wretched  (nc- 
ceffors. 

Athens,  during  the  above  golden 
period,  enjoyed  more  than  all 
others  the  general  felicity,  for  Hie 
found  in  Adrian  fo  generous  a  be- 
nefafior,  that  her  citizeris  could 
hardly  help  eileeming  him  a  fe- 
cond  founder.  He  rellored  their 
old  privileges  ;  gave  them  new ; 
repairtd  their  antient  buildings, 
and  added  others  of  his  own. 
Marcus  Artoninu?,  although  he 
did  not  do  fo  much,  ftil!  conti- 
nued to  fhew  them  his  benevolent 
attention. 

]f  from  this  period  we  turn  our 
eyes  back,  we  fhall  find,  for  cen- 
turies before,  that  Athens  was  the 
place  of  education,  not  only  for 
Greeks,  but  for  Romans.  It  was 
hither,  that  Horace  was  fent  by 
his  father;  it  was  here  that  Ci- 
cero put  his  fon  Marcus  under 
Cratippus,  one  of  the  ableft  phi- 
lofophers  then  belonging  to  that 
city. 

The 
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The  feels  of  philofophers,  which 
we  have  already  defciibed,  were 
ftill  exifting,  when  St.  Paul  came 
thither.  We  cannot  enough  ad- 
mire the  fuperior  eloquence  of 
that  apoflle,  in  his  manner  of  ad- 
dreffing  fo  inteiiigent  an  au- 
dience. We  cannot  enough  ad- 
mire the  fublimity  of  his  exor- 
dium ;  the  prop'^jety  of  his  men- 
tioning an  altar,  which  he  had 
found  there  ;  and  his  quotation 
from  Aratu  ,  one  ot  their  well- 
known  poets. 

Nor  was  Athens  only  celebrat- 
ed for  the  reJidence  of  philolo- 
phers,  and  the  indicution  of  yoiuh  : 
men  of  rank  and  fortune  found 
pleafure  in  a  retrc,?.; ,  which  con- 
tributed fo  much  to  their  liberal 
enjoyinent. 

The  friend  and  correfpondent 
of  Cicero,  T.  Pomponius,  from 
hi-s  lon^  atcachm,ent  to  this  city 
^nd  country,  had  attained  fuch  a 
perfection  in  its  arts  and  language, 
that  he  acquired  to  himfelf  the 
additional,  na'ne  of  Attlcus.  This 
great  man  may  be  faid  to  have 
Jived  during  times  of  the  worfl 
and  cruelelt  fadions.  His  youth 
was  fperit  under  Sylla  and  Ma- 
rius  ;  ihe  middle  of  his  life  dur- 
inr^  all  the  fanguinary  fcenes  that 
followed  ;  and,  whc-n  he  was  old, 
he  faw  the  profcriptions  of  Antony 
and  0>:tavius.  Yet  though  Cicero 
and  a  multitude  more  of  the  bell 
men  periihed,  he  had  the  good 
fortune  to  furvive  every  danger. 
Nor  did  he  feek  a  fafe:y  for  him- 
felf :.lonc  ;  his  virtue  fo  recom- 
mcnde  i  him  to  the  leaders  of  eve- 
ry fide,  that  he  was  able  to  fave 
rot  himfelf  alone,  but  the  lives 
and  fortunes  of  many  of  his 
("riends. 

When  we  look  to  this  amiable 


chara<^er,  we  may  well  fuppofe, 
that  it  was  not  merely  for  amufe- 
ment  that  he  choA;  to  live  at 
Athens  ;  but  rather  that,  by  re- 
fiding  there,  he  might  fo  far  rea- 
lize philofophy,  as  to  employ  it 
for  the  condud  of  life,  and  not 
merely  for  oilentation. 

Another  perfon,  during  a  bet- 
ter period,  (that  I  mean  between 
Nerva  and  Marcus  Antoninus)  was 
equally  celebrated  for  his  affec- 
tion to  this  city.  By  this  perfoa 
1  mean  Heroues  Atticus,  who  ac- 
quired the  laft  name  from  the  fame 
reafons,  for  which  it  had  formerly 
been  given  to  Pomponius. 

We  have  remarked  already,  that 
viciffitudes  befal  both  men  and  ci- 
ties, and  changes  too  often  hap- 
pen from  profperous  to  adverfe. 
Such  was  the  itate  of  Athens  un- 
der the  fucceflbrs  of  Alexander, 
and  fo  on  from  Sylla  do-vn  to  the 
time  of  Augullus.  It  ihared  the 
fame  hard  fate  with  the  Roman 
empire  in  general  upon  the  ac- 
ceffion  of  C'ommodus. 

At  length,  after  a  certain  pe- 
riod, the  Barbarians  of  the  north 
began  to  pour  into  the  fcuth. 
Rome  was  taken  by  Alaric,  and 
Athens  was  be!i  ged  by  the  fame. 
Yet  here  we  are  informed  (at  leaft 
we  learn  fo  from  hiltory)  that  it 
was  miraculoufly  faved  by  Miner- 
va and  Achilles.  The  goddefs  it 
feems  and  the  hero  both  of  them 
appeared,  compelling  the  invader 
to  raife  the  fiege. 

It  was  thus  we  are  told,  that, 
many  years  before,  Calior  and 
Pollux  had  fought  for  the  Ro- 
mans ;  and  that,  many  centaries 
afterwards,  St.  George,  at  Ico- 
nium,  difcomiited  the  Saracens 
— nay,  fo  late  as  in  the  (Tx^eenth 
century,  a  galJanc  Spaniafd,  Peter 

d« 
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de  Pas,  was  feen  to  aflifl  his  coun- 
trymen, feme  months  after  his 
deceafe,  when  they  made  an  alTault 
at  tlie  fiegc  of  Antwerp. 

Inftead  of  giving  my  own  fenti- 
ments  upon  thefe  events,  1  chufe 
to  give  thofe  of  an  abler  man 
upon  a  fimilar  fubjedt.  After 
having  related  fome  fmgular  fto- 
ries  of  equal  probability,  Lord 
Bacon  concludes  with  the  follow- 
ing obfervatjon — 

*'  My  judgment  (fays  he)  is,  that 
they  (he  means  the  ftories)  ought 
all  to  be  defpifed,  and  ought  to 
ferve  but  for  winter-talk  by  the 
jire-fide.  Though  when  I  fay 
defpifed,  I  mean  it  as  for  belief; 
for  otherwife  the  fpreading  or 
publifliing  of  them  is  in  no  fort  to 
be  defpffed,  for  they  have  done 
much  mifchief." 

Synefius,  who  lived  in  the  fifth 
century,  vifited  Athens,  and  gives 
in  his  epirtles  an  account  of  his 
vifit.  Its  lufire  appears  at  that 
time  to  have  been  greatly  dimi- 
jiifhed.  Among  other  things  he 
informs  us,  that  the  celebrated 
I'ortico  or  Colonade,  the  Greek 
name  of  which  gave  name  to  the 
feft  of  Stoics,  had  by  an  oppref- 
five  preconful  been  defpoiled  of  its 
fine  pi(5lures;  and  that,  on  this 
devailation,  it  had  been  forfaken 
py  tiiofe  philofophers. 

In  the  thirteenth  century,  when 
ths  Grecian  en^piie  was  cruelly 
pppre<j"ed  by  the  Cruladers,  and 
pU  things  in  confufion,  Athens 
>vas  befieged  by  one  Segurus  Leo, 
who  was  unable  to  take  it;  and, 
lifter  that,  by  a  Marquis  of  Mont- 
lerrat,  to  whom  it  furrendered. 

Its  fortune  after  this  was  va- 
rious ;   and  it  was  fon'.etimes  un- 


der the  Venetians,  fometimes 
under  the  Catalonians,  till  Ma- 
homet the  Great  made  himfelf 
mailer  of  Conftantinople.  This 
fatal  cataftrophe  (which  happened 
near  two  thoufand  years  after  the 
time  of  Pifillratus)  brought  A- 
thens  and  with  it  all  Greece  into 
the  hands  of  the  Turks,  under 
whofe  defpotic  yoke  it  has  conti- 
nued ever  fince. 

The  city  from  this  time  has 
been  occalir.naily  vifited,  and  de- 
fcriptions  of  it  publilhed,  by  dif- 
ferent travellers.  Wheeler  was 
there  along  with  Spon  in  the  time 
of  our  Charles  the  Second,  and 
both  of  them  have  publifhed  cu- 
rious and  valuable  narratives. 
Others,  as  well  natives  of  this 
ifland,  as  foreigners,  have  been 
there  fince,  and  fome  have  given 
(as  Monf.  Le  Roy)  fpecious  pub- 
lications of  what  we  are  to  fuppofe 
they  faw.  None  however  have 
equalled  the  truth,  the  accuracy, 
and  elegance  of  Mr.  Stuart,  who, 
after  having  refided  there  between 
three  and  four  years,  has  given 
us  fuch  plans  and  elevations  of 
the  capiral  buildings  now  Hand- 
ing, together  with  learned  com- 
ments to  elucidate  every  part,  that 
he  feems,  as  far  as  was  polfible  for 
the  pov/er  of  defcription,  to  have 
reltored  the  city  to  its  antient 
fpiendor. 

He  has  not  only  given  us  the 
greater  outlines  and  their  mea- 
lures,  but  feparate  meafures  and 
drawings  of  the  minuter  decora- 
tions ;  fo  that  a  Britifh  artift  may 
(if  he  pieafe)  follow  Phidias,  and 
build  in  Britain,  as  Phidias  did  at 
Athens  *. 

Spon,  fpeaking  of  Attica,  fays 


•  This  molt  curious   apd  valuable  book    was  publiihed  at  London,  in  the 

thAt 
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that  the  road  near  Athens  was 
pleafing,  and  c^e  veiy  peafants 
poiifhed.  Speaking  of  the  Athe- 
nians in  geneial,  he  f.  y-  of  them 
— /VV  ont  une  pclite£e  d^elprit  natu- 
reile,  ^  beaucoup  d'nddrejje  dans 
toutes  let  aj^airei,  qu'ils  enterpre- 
nent  *. 

Wheeler,  who  was  Spon's  fel- 
low traveller  fays  as  follows, 
when  he  and  his  company  ap- 
proached Athens  —  *'  We  began 
now  to  think  ourfclves  in  a  more 
civilized  country,  than  we  had  yet 
part:  for  not  a  flio-pherd,  that  we 
met,  but  bid  us  welcome,  and 
wilhed  us  a  good  journey — Speak- 
ing of  the  Athenians,  he  adds— - 
This  mult  with  great  truth  be 
faid  of  them,  their  bad  fortune 
hath  not  been  able  to  take  from 
them,  what  they  have  by  nature, 
that  is,  much  fubtlety  or  wit. 
And  again — the  Athenians,  not- 
withlianding  the  long  poffeflion 
that  barbarifm  hath  had  of  this 
place,  (eeni  to  be  much  more  po- 
lifiied  in  point  of  manners  and 
converlation,  than  any  other  in 
tliefe  parts  ;  being  civil,  and  of 
refpedful  behaviour  to  all,  and 
highly  complimental  in  their  dif- 
courfe  f  .*' 

Stuart  fays  of  the  prefent  Athe- 
nians, what  Spon  and  Wheeler 
faid  of  their  fore-fathers;  —  he 
found  in  them  the  fame  addrefs, 
the  fanne  natural  acutenefs,  though 
feverely  curbed  by  their  defpotic 
mailers. 

One  curtom  I  cannot  omit.  He 
tells  me,  that  frequently  at  their 
convivial  meetings,  one  of  the 
company  tskes,  what  they  now  call, 
(I  lyre,  though  it  is  rather  a  fpe- 

*  S^on,  vol.  II.  p.  76.  91,  edit.  8vo, 


cies  of  guitar,  and  after  a  fhort 
prelude  on  the  inilrument,  as  if 
he  were  waiting  for  infpiration, 
accompanies  his  inftrumental  mu- 
fic  with  his  voice,  fuddenly  chant- 
ing feme  exte?npore  verfes,  which 
feldom  exceed  two  or  three  dif- 
tichs  ;  that  he  then  delivers  the 
lyre  to  his  neighbour,  who,  after 
he  has  done  the  fame,  delivers  it 
to  another ;  and  that  fo  the  lyre 
circulates,  tijl  it  has  part  round  the 
table. 

Nor  can  I  forget  his  informing 
me,  that  notwithftanding  the  va- 
rious fortune  of  Athens,  as  a  city, 
Attica  was  ftill  famous  for  olives, 
and  Mount  Hymettus  for  honey. 
Human  inftitiuions  peri/h,  but 
nature  is  permanent. 


Concerning   Natural  Beauty  %   from 
the  fame  Work. 

lUT  let  us  pafs  for  a  moment 

P  from  the  elegant  works  of  art 

to  the  more  elegant  works  of  na- 
ture. The  two  fubjedls  are  fo  near- 
ly allied,  that  the  fame  tafte  ufual- 
ly  relilhes  them  both. 

Now  there  is  nothing  more  cer- 
tain, than  that  the  face  of  inani- 
mate nature  has  been  at  all  times 
captivating.  The  vulgar,  indeed^ 
look  no  farther  than  to  fcenes  of 
culture,  becaufe  all  their  views 
merely  tcrmin^fe  in  utility.  They 
only  remark,  that  'tis  fine  barley  ; 
that  'tis  rich  clover  ;  as  an  ox  or 
an  afs,  if  they  could  fpeak,  would 
inform  us.  But  the  liberal  have 
nobler  views,  and  though  they 
give  to  culture  its  due  praife,  they 
can    be    delighted     with    natural 

\  Wlieckr,  p.  356.  edit.  fol. 
bcauticjj 
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beauties,  where  culture  was  never 
known. 

Ages  ago  they  have  celebrated 
with  enthmiaftic  rapture  "  a  deep 
jetired  vale,  with  a  river  rufhir.g 
through  it;  a  vale  having  its  ildes 
formed  by  two  immenft^  and  op- 
pofite  mountains,  znd  thofe  fides 
diverfified  by  woods,  precipices, 
locks,  and  rom::n:ic  caverns." 
Such  was  the  fcene,  produced  by 
the  river  Peneus,  as  ic  ran  between 
the  mountains  Olympus  and  Ofia, 
in  that  well  known  vale,  the  Thef- 
falian  Tempe  *. 

Virgil  and  Horace,  the  firft  for 
tafie  among  the  Romans,  appear  to 
have  been  enamoured  with  beauties 
of  this  charafter.  Horace  prayed 
lor  a  villa,  where  there  was  a 
garden,  a  rivulet,  and  above  thefe 
3  little  grove. 

Jloytui  uhj,  el  Iffio  •vlctnus  jups  aqu^p  fons, 
£t  fa-jlum  Hilva:  pfer  bis  foret. 

Sat.  VI.  2. 

Virgil  wilhed  to  enjoy  rivers,  and 
woods,  and  to  be  hid  under  im- 
rnenfe  fhade  in  the  cool  valleys  of 
Mount  Hccraus — 

—0  /  }'<;'  ftk-  gel'tdis  In  Val'.ibui  Ha-mi 
Sijlaty.  et  ingcnti  rarnorum protigat  umbra? 

Gecrg.  II.  4S6. 

The  great  elements  of  this  fpe- 
cies  of  Beauty,  according  to  thefe 


principles,  were  water,  wood,  and 
uneven  ground  ;  to  which  miiv  be 
added  a  fourth,  that  is  to  fay, 
lawn.  'Tis  the  happy  mixture  of 
thefe  four,  that  produces  every 
fcene  of  natural  beauty,  as  'tis  a 
more  myilerious  mixture  ot  other 
elements  (|.:erhaps  a  fimple,  and 
nor  more  in  number)  that  produces 
a  world  or  univerfe. 

Virgil  and  Horace  having  been 
quoted,  we  may  quote,  with  equal 
truta,  our  great  countryman,  Mil- 
ton. Speaking  of  the  flowers  of 
Paradife,  he  calls  them  flowers, 

— —  v'."hich  not  tnce  art 
In  beds  and  curious  knots,  but  nature  b'-.on 
Poirs  forth  piofufe  on  hill,  and  dale,  and 
plain. 

P.  L.  IV.  ^45. 

Soon  after  this  he  fubjoins— 

— —  this  was  the  place 
A  happy  rural  feat,  of  -jarious  view. 

He  explain:  this  variety,  by  re- 
counting the  lawns,  the  flockj,  the 
hillocks,  the  valleys,  the  g-otts, 
the  waterfalls,  ths  lakes,  Lc.  Sec. 
and  in  another  book,  defcribing 
the  approach  of  Raphael,  he  in- 
forms us,  that  this  divine  meffenger 
pall 

Thro'  groves  of  myrrh, 

And    flow'rins   odors,    cafiia,    nard   and 

balm, 
A  nviLUriicJs  of  fweets ;  for  nature  here 
Wanton'd  as  in  her  prime,and  play  'd  at  wil. 


*  Efi  nemits  Hamoma,  frarupta  quod  undique  claudit 
Siiva  :  t'fjcant  Tempe,     Per  qu^e  Peneus  ab  imo 
Efftifus  P'lndo  fpmnofis  --jolvkur  undis, 
Dejeauque  grwui,  &c. 

Ovid.  Metam.  Lib.  I,  568. 

^  A  fuller  and  more  ample  arconnt  of  this  beautiful  fpot  may  be  feund  in  the  firft 
chapter  of  the  third  book  of  .Elian's  Various  Hiftory. 


Her 
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Her  virgin  fancys,  pouring  forth  more     comprehenfible  (be  they  vulgar  ia 

f^ect,  rank,  or  vulgar  in  cauacity)  ;  yet. 

Wild  above  rule  or  art,  """"^^;'^^^'^^-;  even  in  che  darkelt  periods  we  have 

been  treating,  periods,  when  tails 

The  painters    in   the  preceding  is  often  thought  to  have  been  loft» 

century    feem    to     have    felt     the  we  (hall    fiill  difcover  an  enlight- 

power  of  thefe  elements,   and    to  ened  few,  who  were  by  no  means 

have  transferred    them    into   their  infenfible    to    the    power  of  thefe 

lanclfcapes     with     fuch     amazing  beauties. 

force,  that  they  appear  not  fo  much         How   warmly  does  Leland    de- 

to  have  followed,  as  to  have  emu-  fcribe    Guy's    Cliff;  Sannazarius, 

lated  nature.     Cladde  de  Lorraine,  his  Villa  of  Mergillinc;    and   Pe- 

the   Poui'.ins,    Salvator  Rofa,   and  trarch,  his  favourite  Vauclufe .? 
a  few   more,    may    be   called    fu-         Take  Guy's  ClifF  from    Leland 

perior    artills    in      this     exquifite  in  his  own  old  Englifli,  mixt  with 

talte.  Latin — "    It   is  a  place  meet  for 

Our  gardens  in  the  mean  time  the    nuifes ;    there   is    fy lence ;    a 

were  tallclefs  and  infipid.     Thofe,  praty  wood  ;    antra  in   'vi'uo  faxo  ; 

who  made  them,  thought  the  far-  (Grottos    in  the  living  rock)    the 

ther  they   wandered   from  nature,  river  roling  over  the  liones  with  a 

the    nearer    they    approached    the  praty  noyfe."     His  Latin  is  more 

fublime.      Unfortunately,     where  elegant — Nemu/culum    ibidem    o^a- 

they  travelled,  no  fublime  was  to  cum,  f antes  liquidi  et  gemmei,  prata 

be    found  ;   and    the    farther   they  Jiorida,  antra  mu/coj'a,  ri'vi  levis  et 

went,  the  farther  they  left  it  be-  per  faxa   decurfus,   nee  non  folitudt 

hind.  et  quies  Mujis  amicijjima. 

But   perfe(nion,   alas!    was    not         Mergilline,    the   villa    of   San- 

the  work  of  a  day.     Many  preju-  nazarius     near     Naples,    is    thus 

dices  were  to  be  removed  ;   many  (ketched  in   different   parts  of  his 

gradual  afcents  to  be  made  ;  afcents  poems, 
from  bad  to  good,  and   from  good 

to       better,     before     the     delicious  Excifoi.,hl>,lo,  flu.^us  undc  a-urea  ca.:.^ 

Amenites  of  a  Claude  or  a  Pouflin  Defpidcns,  aljojc  culmim  Mergilliue 

could  be  rivalled  in  a  Stour-head,  ^ttd!it,nuuiifqueprcrulvcn,en!ib-^icj}'ei:. 
a  Hagley,  or  a  Stow  ;   or   the   tre-  Saniwz.  De  partu  Virgin.  I.  25. 

mendous  charms  of  a  Salvator  Rofa  r^    ■  ntr  ,    •    ■    n 

be  equalled   m    the   fcenes    of  a  y.iL,,N,ipha,u!n  cujUict  f.opl^guM 

Peircefield,    or    a    Mount    Edge-  Dond'yi- 

CUmb.  Tu  mihi joins  iiemorum  recejfus 

Not  however  to  forget  the   fub-  ^"^^  '^  lxe>tnus  ptr  opacabw-ns 
jett   or  our   inquiry. —  1  hough   it  -i/t>\iruhils 

was    not    before    the  prefent  cen-  "  *      Ejufd.  Epigr.  1. 2. 

tury,  that  we  «ltablifhed  a  charter 

tafte  ;     though    our    neighbours     at  — —quafJe   ir.   pnmh  mili    ^r.U.t    mn-fr* 

this    inlUnt   are    but    learning   it  Otiu,  .\fufa,u,,^^ui  cav.y  prrfaxulatcl>rat 

from  us;    and  though   to   the  vul-  ciiru.^  M,,i„.u,„j:.,/,,  ,.,f„cn:i.tuco:. 
gar  every  where  it  is  totally  in-  Ejuid.Dc  paitu  Virgin.  111.  fub.  fij*. 

Pe 
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De  Fonte  Mergillino. 
.F/?  mihi  rivo  vitreus  pii  ■nni 
lam,  arctK/jum propc  t.ltuiy  undt 
Hiepe  dcjcendeni  fib:  fi.i:it  i  rotes 
Hciurit  amicos,  Cif  r 

Ejufd.  Epigr.  II.  36. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  tranflate 
thefe  elegant  morfels — 'Tis  fuffi- 
cient  to  exprefs  what  they  mean, 
colled\ively — "  that  the  villa  of 
Mergillina  had  foliiary  woods ; 
had  groves  of  laurel  and  citron  ; 
had  grottos  in  the  rock,  with  rivu- 
lets and  fprings  :  and  that  from  its 
lofty  fjtuation  it  looked  down  upon 
the  fea,  and  commanded  an  exten- 
five  profpedl." 

'Tis  no  wonder  that  fuch  a  vilia 
Ihould  enamour  fuch  an  owner.  So 
llrong  wa-  his  afFec.ion  for  it,  that, 
when  during  the  fubfequent  wars 
in  Italy,  it  was  demolilhed  by  the 
imperial  troops,  this  unfortunate 
event  was  fuppofed  to  havehailen- 
cd  his  end  *. 

Vauclufe  (Vailis  Claufa)  the 
favourite  retreat  of  Petrarch,  was 
a  romantic  fcene,  not  far  from 
Avignon. 

'•  It  is  a  valley,  having  on 
each  hand,  as  you  enter,  im- 
menfe  cliffs,  but  clofed  up  at  one 
of  its  ends  by  a  femi-circular 
ridge  of  them  ;  from  which  inci- 
dent it  derives  its  r\ames.  One  of 
the  moft  Itupendous  of  thefe  cliffs 
Hands  in  the  front  of  the  femi- 
circle,  and  has  at  its  foot  an  open- 
ing into  an  immenfe  cavern. 
Within  the  moft  retired  and  gloomy 
part  of  this  cavern  is  a  large  oval 
b;.fon,  the  produftion  of  nature, 
filkd  with  peilucid  and  unfathom- 
able wau^r ;  and  from  this  refer- 
voir  iffues  a  river    of  relpeftable 


magnitude,  dividing,  as  it  runs, 
the  meadows  beneath,  and  winding 
through  the  precipices,  that  im- 
pend from  above." 

This  is  an  imperfeiSl  fketch  of 
that  fpot,  where  Petrarch  fpent 
his  time  with  fo  much  delight,  as 
to  fay  that  this  alone  was  life  to 
him,  the  reft  but  a  ftate  of  punilh- 
ment. 

In  the  two  preceding  narratives 
I  feem  to  fee  an  anticipation  of 
that  tafte  for  natural  beauty,  which 
now  appears  to  flourifh  through 
Great  Britain  in  fuch  perfedion. 
It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the 
owner  of  Margillina  would  have 
been  charmed  with  Mount  Edge- 
cumb;  and  the  owner  of  Vauclufe 
have  been  delighted  with  Pierce- 
field. 

When  we  read  in  Xenophon, 
that  the  younger  Cyrus  had  with 
his  own  hand  planted  trees  for 
beauty,  we  are  not  furprifed,  the' 
pleafed  with  the  ftory,  as  the  age 
was  polifhed,  and  Cyrus  an  ac- 
compiifhed  prince.  But,  when 
we  read  that  in  the  beginning  of 
the  14th  century,  a  king  of  France 
(Philip  le  Bell)  ftiould  make  it 
penal  to  cut  down  a  tree,  qui  a  ejle 
garde  four  Ja  beaulle,  which  had 
been  preferved  for  its  beauty  ; 
though  we  praife  the  law,  we 
cannot  help  being  furprifed,  that 
the  prince  fhould  at  fuch  a  pe- 
riod have  been  fo  far  enlight- 
ened. 


Zome  Account  of  Literature  in  Ruffia, 
ar.d  of  its  Progrefs  tonuards  being 


*  So  we  learn  from  Patilus  Jovius,  the  writer  of  his  life,  publiflied  with  his 
poems  by  Gra^viv.s,  in  a  fmall  akuon  cf  Ibiue  of  the  Italian  poets,  at  Amfterdam, 
iu  the  year  1695. 

ci'vi- 
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ei-viliztd',  from  the  Appendix  to 
the  fame, 

THE  vaft  empire  of  Ruffia, 
extending  far  to  the  north, 
both  in  Europe  and  Afia,  'tis  no 
wonder  that,  in  fuch  a  country^ 
its  inhabitants  (hould  have  re- 
mained fo  long  uncivilized.  For 
culture  of  the  finer  arts  ic  is  ne- 
ceflary  there  (hould  be  comfortable 
leifure.  But  how  could  fuch  lei- 
fure  be  found  in  a  country,  where 
every  one  had  enough  to  do  to 
fupport  his  family,  and  to  refill 
the  rigour  cf  an  uncomfortable 
climate  ?  Befides  this,  to  make  the 
finer  arts  floarifti,  there  mult  be 
imagination  ;  and  imagination 
mult  be  enlivened  by  the  contem- 
plation of  pleafing  objeds  ;  and 
that  contemplation  muft  be  per- 
formed in  a  manner  eafy  to  the 
contemplator.  Now,  who  can 
contemplate  with  eafe,  where  the 
thermometer  is  often  many  degrees 
below  the  freezing  point  i*  Or 
what  objeft  can  he  find  worth 
contemplating  for  thofe  many  long 
months,  when  all  the  water  is 
ice,  and  all  the  land  covered  with 
fnow  ? 

\i  then  the  difficuhies  were  fo 
great,  how  great  muft  have  been 
the  praife  of  thofe  princes  and  le- 
giflators,  who  dared  attempt  to  po- 
lifli  mankind  in  fo  unpromifing  a 
region,  and  who  have  been  able,  by 
their  perfeverance,  in  fome  degree 
to  accompli^  it  ? 

Thofe,  who  on  this  occafion  be- 
ftow  the  highell  praifes  upon  Peter 
the  Great,  praife  him,  without 
doubt,  as  he  juftly  deferves.  But 
if  they  would  refer  the  beginning 
of  this  work  to  him,  and  much  more 
its  completion,  ihey  are  certainly 
under  a  millake. 

As  long  ago  as  the  time  of  Ed- 


ward the  Sixth,  Ivan  Bafilowitz 
adopted  principles  of  commerce, 
and  granted  peculiar  privileges  to 
the  Englifh,  on  their  difcovery  of 
a  navigation  to  Archangel. 

A  fad  fcene  of  fanguinary  ton- 
fufion  followed  from  this  period  to 
the  year  1612,  when  a  deliverer 
arofe.  Prince  Pajanky.  He,  by- 
unparalleled  fortiiude,  having  rout- 
ed all  the  tyrants  and  impollors 
of  the  time,  was  by  the  Bojars  or 
Magnates  unanimoufly  elefted 
Czar.  But  this  honour  he,  with  a 
moll  difinterefted  magnanimity  de- 
clined for  himfelf,  and  pointed  out 
to  them  iVIicnael  F:Edorowitz,  of 
the  houfe  of  Romanoff,  and  by  his 
mother's  fide  defcended  from  the 
antient  Czars. 

From  this  period  we  may  date 
the  firll  appearances  of  a  real  civi- 
lizing, and  a  developement  of  the 
wealth  and  power  of  the  Ruffian 
empire.  Michael  reigned  thirty- 
thrcre  years.  By  his  wifdom,  and 
the  mildnefs  of  his  characler,  he 
rellored  eafe  and  tranquillity  to  fub- 
jedts,  who  had  been  long  deprived 
of  thofe  inellimable  bleffings — he 
encouraged  them  to  indulfry,  and 
gave  them  an  example  of  the  molt 
laudable  behaviour. 

His  fon  Alexius  Michaelowitz 
was  fuperior  to  his  father  in  the 
artof  governing  and  found  politics. 
He  promoted  agriculture;  intro- 
duced into  his  empire  arts  aad 
fciences,  of  which  he  was  himfelf  a 
lover;  publilhed  a  code  of  laws, 
Itill  ufed  in  the  adminillration  of 
juilice  ;  and  greatly  improved  his 
army,  by  me:iding  its  difcipline. 
This  heeffetitcd  chiefly  by  the  help 
of  llranger?,  molt  of  whom  were 
Scotch.  Lefley,  Gordon,  and  Ker, 
are  the  names  vi  families  ftill  ex- 
illing  in  this  country. 

Tueodore  of  f  aedor  fucceeded  his 
father 
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father  In  1677.  He  was  of  a  gen- 
tle difpofrLion,  and  weak  confti- 
tution  ;  tend  of  pomp  and  magni- 
ficence, and  in  fatisfying  this 
pafiion  contributed  to  polifh  his 
fubjefts  by  the  introduftion  of  fo- 
reign nianufaftures,  and  articles 
of  elegance,  which  they  foon  be 
gan  to  adopt  and  imitate.  His 
delight  was  in  horfes,  and  he  did 
his  country  a  real  fervice  in  the 
beginning  and  eftablilliing  of  thofe 
fine  breeds  of  them  in  the  Ukraine, 
and  elfewhere.  He  reigned  feven 
years,  and  having  on  his  dea;hbed 
called  his  Eojars  round  him,  in  the 
prefenceof  his  brother  and  fifterlvan 
and  Sophia,  and  of  his  half-bro- 
ther Peter,  faid  to  them  ;  "  Hear 
my  laA  fentiments  ;  they  are  dic- 
tated by  my  love  for  the  ftate, 
and  by  my  aftedlion  for  my  peo- 
ple— the  bodily  infirmities  of  Ivan 
Beceflarily  mull  affeft  his  mental 
faculties — he  is  incapable  of  rul 
ing  a  dominion  like  that  of  Ruffia 
— he  cannot  take  it  amifs,  if  I  re- 
commend to  you  to  fet  him  afide, 
and  to  let  your  approbation  fall  on 
Peter,  who  to  a  robull  conflitu- 
tion  joins  great  ftrength  of  mind, 
and  maiks  of  a  fupcrior  under- 
Handing." 

Theodore  dying  in  1682,  Peter 
became  emperor,  and  his  brother 
Jvan  remained  contented.  But 
Sophia,  Ivan's  filler,  a  woman 
of  great  ambition,  could  not  bring 
herlelf  to  fuhmit. 

The  troubles  which  enfued  ;  the 
imminent  dangers  which  Pe- 
ter efciiped  ;  his  abolition  of  that 
turbulent  and  feditious  foldiery, 
called  the  Strelitz  ;  the  confine- 
ment of  his  half-filler  Sophia  to  a 
iDonallcry  ;  all  thefe  were  import- 
ant ever. ts,  which  left  Pettf  in 
the  year   1^39  with  ao  other  com- 


petitor, than  the  mild  and  cafy 
Ivan  ;  who,  dying  not  many  years 
after,  left  him  fole  monarch  of 
all  the  Ruflias. 

The  a£ls  at  home  and  abroad, 
in  peace  and  in  war,  of  this  ftu- 
pcndouE  and  elevated  genius,  are 
too  well  known  to  he  repeated  by 
me.  Peter  adorned  his  country 
with  arts,  and  raifed  its  glory  by 
arms ;  he  created  a  refpedable  ma- 
rine; fo  nded  St.  Peterftiurgh,  a 
new  capital,  and  that  from  the  very 
ground ;  rendering  it  withal  one 
of  the  firft  cities  in  Europe  for 
beauty  and  elegance. 

To  encourage  letters  he  formed 
academic-,  and  invited  foreign  pro- 
fefTors  not  only  to  Peterfburgh  (his 
new  city)  but  to  his  antient  capital 
Mofcow ;  at  both  which  places  thefe  I 
profeflbrs  were  maintained  with 
liberal  penfions. 

As  a  few  fpecirtiens  of  literature 
from  both  thefe  cities  have  recent- 
ly come  to  my  hand,  I  (hall  en- 
deavour to  enumerate  them,  as  I 
think  it  relative  to  my  fubjedl. 

1.  PlUtarchus  -jr-s^i  Afu&JTr'iaij,  xat 
-zCTEfi!  T^;v>??— Gr.  Lat.  cum  ahimad- 
'uerficnibus  Reijkii  et  alior, — -Juas 
adjecit  Chrijitanus  Fridericus  Mat- 
ibfti.      Typis  Uni-verjitatis  Mo/quen- 

Jis,  an.  1777,  ^^'O- 

2.  Plutarchi  Ubellus  de  Superjli- 
tione,  et  Demojihenis  Oratio  fune- 
biis,  Gr.  Lat.  cu7n  notis  integris 
Reijkii  et  alior, — fuas  adjecit  Chriji. 
Frider.  Matthesi — Typis  Ctcfarea^ 
Mcfquen^s  UniverJitatiSt  an.  1 778, 
8vo. 

3.  LeSiiones  Mofquenfes,  in  two 
volumes.  8vo.  bound  together, 
and  printed  at  Leipfic,  an.  1779 
— they  contain  various  readings  in 
dilteient  authors,  and  feme  entire 
pieces,  all  in  Greek,  coDetted 
from  the  libraric!)  of  Mofcow,  and 

publifli- 
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publlfticd  by  the  fame  learned  edi- 
tor. 

4.  I/ocratis,  Demitrii  Cyd.  tt 
Michael  Glyca  aliquot  Epificlre  nee  non 
Dion.  Chyjojiomi  Oratio — Grace. 
Typis  Uni'veijitatis  Ca/arete  Mof- 
qvenfis — 8vo. — ^y  the  iame  learn- 
ed editor. 

5.  Gloffaria  Grteca  minora ,  et 
alia  Anecdota  Craca — a  work,  con- 
filHng  of  two  parts,  contained 
under  one  volume,  in  a  thin  quar- 
to, by  the  fame  able  profcflbr, 
printed  at  Mofcow  by  the  Univer- 
iity  Types,  in  che  years  1774  and 
1773.  ^  catalogue  of  the  feveral 
pieces  in  both  parts  is  fubjoined 
to  the  end  of  the  fecond  part. — 
Among  the  pieces  in  the  firfl  part 
are,  Ex^erptaex  Grammaticd  Nictph. 
Gregone  ;  ex  Glojfario  Cyrilli  Alex- 
andrini;  Glojjari.um  in  Epijlolas  Fau- 
lt ;  Nomina  Menjiam  ; — thofe  of  the 
2d  part  are  chiefly  theological. 

6.  Nctitia  Codicum  Manu/cripic- 
rum  Gracoruni  Biblicthecarum  Mof- 
qitenjjum,  cum  'variis  Anecdotis,  ^a- 
but  is  Aunds,  Indie:  hus  to.uphtijjimis 
— edidit  Chriji.  Fridericus  Maitbai 
—  Mojqua,  Typis  XJnl'verJitalist 
an.  X'j'id. 

This  publication,  on  a  large 
folio  paper,  is  as  yet  incomplete, 
only  fixty  pages  beinp  printed  ott". 
It  ends,  Partis  pimtc  Sedicriis pri- 
mw  Finis. 

7.  An  ode  to  the  prefent  em- 
prefs,  Catharine,  in  autienc  Greek 
and  RufTian. 

8.  An  ode  on  the  birth-day  of 
C(inilantine,  fecond  fun  to  the 
Grand  Duke,  in  antient  Greek 
and  Ruflian  —  printed  at  Peterf- 
burgh,  and  as  wc  learn  from  the 

^njj-'.a   Tui>    'ETnrvfjLZv,    in    the    Im- 
perial Academy  of  Science;. 
■,t).   An  ode  to  Prince  Poccmkin, 
Vot.  XXiV. 


antient   Greek    and    Ruflian,    and 
printed  (as  before)  an.  17^0. 

!0.  An  ode,  confiftin;^  of  Stro- 
phe, Antiltrophe,  and  Epode, 
antient  Greek  and  Ruflian,  made 
in  1779,  in  honour  of  the  Emprefs, 
the  Great  Duke  and  Duchefs,  and 
Alexander  and  Conllantine,  their 
two  <ons,  grandfons  to  the  em- 
prefs. 

This  ode  was  fung  in  the  ori^i- 
nal  Greek  by  a  large  number  of 
voices,  before  a  numerous  and 
fplendid  court,  in  one  of  the  im- 
perial palaces. 

As  1  have  a  copy  of  this  mufio, 
1  cannot  oinii  obferving,  that  it  is 
a  genuine  exemplar  of  the  antient 
Aiitiphona,  fo  wtll  known  to  the 
church  in  very  remote  ages.  On 
this  plan  two  complete  choirs 
(each  conlifiing  of  trebles,  coun- 
ters, tenors,  and  bafes)  fing  againil 
each  other,  and  reciprocally  an- 
fwtr ;  then  unite  all  of  them; 
then  feparale  again,  returning  to 
the  alternate  refponfe,  till  the 
whole  at  length  concludes  in  one 
general  chorus.  The  mufic  of 
this  ode  may  be  called  purely  vo- 
cal, having  no  other  accompan-- 
ment  but  that  of  an  organ. 

The  compofer  wJs  no  lefs  3 
jnan  than  the  celebrated  Paefiello, 
fo  weil  kncwn  at  prefent,  and  lo 
much  admired,  both  in  Italy  and 
ei  few  here,  for  mufic  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent character,  I  mean  his  truly 
natural,  and  pleafing  biirlettaa. 

Thole  who  are  curious  to  know 
more  of  this  Ipecies  of  mulic,  may 
confult  the  valuable  glolfary  of 
Spelman,  under  the  word  Anii- 
phona,  and  the  ingenious  mufical 
diftioiiary  of  Roulfeau,  under  ihs 
word  J/:ticn/:e. 

II.  A  (horc  copy  of  Greek  ele- 
giac   vcrf:;:,     printed     at    Pettrf- 

iM  burgti. 
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burgh,  in  the  year  17S0,  and  ad- 
dreft  to  Prince  Potexnkin,  with 
this  lingular  title, 

xj       ;/af,ao(7!.'»a       rOPFIilOOOPl  AS, 

A«/HS»Vjr,     Y,V     X.     T.      A. 

Thus  Englifhed — A  Poem,  on 
the  fplendid  and  delightful  Pefti- 
vity,  where  they  wear  Gorgonian 
Vifors ;  more  commonly  called  a 
Mafquerade  :  which  Prince  Po- 
terakin  celebrated,  c>f.  ^c. 

A  better  word  to  denote  a  maf- 
querade  could  hardly  have  been 
invented,  than  the  word  here  em- 
ployed, Y'jcyii'j(pr^s:ci.  In  attempt- 
ing to  tra-.jilate  it,  that  I  might  ex- 
prefs  one  word,  I  have  been  com- 
pelled to  ufe  many. 

12.  A  tranflation  of  Virgil's 
Georgics  from  the  Latin  Hexa- 
meters into  Greek  Hexameters, 
by  the  celebrated  Eugenius,  fa- 
mous for  bis  treatife  of  logic,  pub- 
liihed  a  few  years  fince  in  antient 
Greek  at  Leipfic.  He  v/as  made 
an  archbifliop,  but  chofe  to  reilgn 
his  dignity.  He  is  now  carrying 
en  this  tranflation  under  the  pro- 
teftion  of  Prince  Potemkin,  but 
has  as  yet  gone  no  farther,  than 
to  the  end  of  the  firll  Georgic. 

The  work  is  printed  on  a  large 
folio  paper,  having  the  original 
on  one  iide,  and  the  trar nation 
on  the  other.  Copious  notci  in 
Greek  are  at  ths  bottom  of  the  fe- 
veral  pages. 

Take  a  Ihort  fpecimen  of  the 
performance. 

C-ontitiuo,    vnt'ii  fuigcntHju!,    out  freta  tonti 
Ini  p'mnt  agituta  tuii.efdre,  ct  aiidui  altis 
Menttbui     audiii     frugot   ;       aut      r-fo.ointia 

lono-e 
Z.iil'ira  mij'caif  tt  nemoium  incichrrfc^re  tnui~ 

nsui . 

Geor.  I.  356. 


A!,'7ixa,     iy^t,^iiti:n     ay=;ji,xy,     vropifxit^    i'?!^ 

'Srr/la 
AX;   Tt    <ra>.ivofxivit    ciSai'vsi,     ^     xa|u^at    JJ 
Ounog    axP!ti     Tjap/u     ^oacij*       «Taj     ,m»- 

f.f.Stv  yt 
Axiai    T     £»VB>.ioj     fx    B'tjitvlatf     y'    cnyta.- 

IjW.S^S'cXity   -srvowcri    51    ij,vKa.i,'    aJat.     K,    iX* 

Of  thefe  various  printed  works, 
the  iirlt  fix  were  fent  me  by  th© 
learned  fcholar  above  mentioned, 
Chriftianus  Fridericus  iVIattha;i, 
from  Mofcow  j  the  laft  fix  I  had 
the  honour  to  receive  from  Prince 
Potemkin  at  Peterfourgh. 

Befi.-ies  the  printed  books,  tba 
learned  profefTor  at  iVIofco-.v  fenr 
me  a  curious  Latin  narrative  in 
manufcript. 

In  it  he  gives  an  account  of  a  fine 
manufcript  of  Strabo,  belonging 
to  the  Ecclehallical  Library  ac 
Mofcow. —  He  informs  me.  this. 
MS.  is  in  folio;  contains  427 
leaves  :  is  beautifully  written  by 
one,  whom  he  calls  a  learned  and 
diligent  fcribe,  at  the  end  of  the 
fifteenth  or  beginning  cf  the  fix- 
teenth  century  ;  and  came,  as  ap- 
pears by  a  memorandum  in  the 
manufcript,  from  the  celebrated 
Greek  moi^aftery  at  Mount  Athos. 

He  adds  (which  is  worth  at- 
tention) that  aimed  all  the  Greek 
manufcripts,  which  are  now  pre- 
ferved  at  Mofcow,  were  originally 
brought  thither  from  this  mona- 
llery ;  and  that,  in  the  lall  cen- 
tury, by  order  of  the  Ewperor 
Alexius  Michaelowitz,  and  the 
Patriarch  Nice,  by  means  of  the 
Monk  Arfenius.  So  early  in  this 
country  did  a  gleam  of  literature 
fhew  itfclf. 

He  Itrongly  denies  the  faft,  that 
there  is  any  other  MS.  of  Stiabo 
befidcs  this  either  at  Mofcow,  or 
at  Peterfburgh. 

Of  the  prcfent  MS.  he  has  been 
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fo  kind  ns  to  fend  mc  collations, 
taken  from  che  firft  and  fecond 
book. 

After  this  he  mentions  the  un- 
publifhed  hymn  of  Homer  upon 
Ceres,  and  the  fragment  of  another 
by  the  fame  poet  upon  Bacchus; 
both  of  which,  fince  I  heard  from 
him,  have  been  publifhed  by  Run- 
kenius  at  Leyden,  to  whom  my  cor- 
refpondent  had  fent  them  from  the 
Mofcowan  Library, 

He  has  been  generous  enough  to 
fend  me  copies  of  all  the  books  he 
has  publifhed,  for  which  valuable 
donation  I  take  this  public  oppor- 
tunity of  making  my  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments. 

With  regard  to  all  the  publica- 
tions here  mentioned,  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  thofe  fiom  Pecer- 
fburgh  are  faid  to  be  printed  in 
the  Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences  ; 
thofe  from  Mofcovv,  by  the  Types 
of  the  Imperial  Univerfity;  each 
place  by  its  ftile  indicating  its  ella- 
blilhment. 

In  juftice  to  my  fon,  his  majefly's 
minifter  to  the  Court  of  Ruflia,  it 
is  incumbent  upon  me  to  fay,  that 
all  this  information,  and  all  thefe 
literary  treafures  have  been  pro- 
cured for  me  by  his  help,  and 
through  his  interetl. 

I  mull  not  conclude  without  ob- 
ferving  (though  perhaps  it  may  be 
a  repetition)  Uiat  the  eiibrts  to  ci- 
vilize this  country  did  not  begin 
from  Peter  the  Great,  but  were 
much  older.  A  fmall  glimmering, 
like  the  iirll  day- break,  was  feen 
under  Czar  Iwan,  in  the  middle  of 
the  fixteenth  century. 

This  dawn  of  civilizing  became 
more  confpicuous  a  century  after- 
wards, under  Czar  Alexius  Mi- 
chaclovvitz;  of  whom,  as  well  as 


of  his  fan  Th-^odore  or  Fsdor  w« 
have  fpoken  already. 

But  under  the  Great  Peter  it 
burlt  forth,  with  all  the  fplendcr 
of  a  rifing  fun,  and  (if  I  may  be 
permitted  to  continue  my  metaphor) 
has  continued  ever  fince  to  aicend 
towards  its  meridian. 

More  than  fifty  years  have  paft 
fince  the  death  of  Peter;  during 
which  period,  with  very  little  ex- 
ception, this  valt  empire  has  beca 
governed  by  female  fovereigrs 
only.  All  of  them  have  purfued 
more  or  lefs  the  plan  of  their  great 
predecefTor,  and  none  of  them  more, 
than  the  illultrious  princefs  who 
now  reigns. 

And  fo  much  for  literature  in 
Ruflia,  and  for  its  progrefs  towards 
being  civilized. 


On  the  Ad-vantages  of  a  'Tafle  for 
the  general  Beauties  of  Nature. 
By  Dr.  Percival,  o/"  Manchefter. 

Me  vero  primum  dukes  .".nte  omnia  mufa: 

Accipiant !— — — ^ 

— Riua  mi  hi,  et  rigui  placeanC  in  vallibus 

amnes ; 
Flumiua  amem,  fylvnAiue  inalorius. 

Virg.  Georg.  L.  II.  Lia.  475- 

THAT  fenfibility  to  beauty, 
which,  when  cultivated  and 
improved,  we  term  talle,  is  uni- 
verfally  diffuL-d  through  the  hu- 
man fpecies :  and  it  is  moll  uni- 
form with  refpecl  to  thofe  objects, 
which,  being  out  of  our  powcrj 
are  not  liable  to  variation,  from 
accident,  caprice,  or  fa(hion.  The 
verdant  lawn,  the  Ihady  grove, 
the  variegated  landfcape,  the 
boundlefs  ocean,  and  the  flarry 
firmament,  are  contemplated  wi.h 
pleafure  by  every  attentive  Ic 
M  2  hold'.T. 
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holder.  But  the  emotions  of  dif- 
ferent fpeclators,  chough  fimilar 
in  kind,  differ  widely  in  dej^ree: 
and  to  relifli,  with  full  delight, 
the  enchan:ing  fcencs  of  nature, 
the  mind  niuft  be  uncorrup'.ed  by 
avarice,  ienfualitv,  cr  ambition  ; 
quick  ill  her  fenhbililies ;  elevated 
in  her  fentiments;  and  devout  in 
her  affections.  He,  who  poffeffes 
fuch  exal:ed  powers  of  perception 
and  enjoyment,  may  aimo(l  fay, 
with   the  poet, 

''   I   cate    not,    Fortune  !    what   y<ju    nie 

"  (.k-ny ; 
'*  You  cannot  rob  me  of  free  Nature's 

•'  grace ; 
"   You  cannot  fliuC  the  windows  of  tlie 

*'  fky, 

*'  Thro'  v\hich  Auiora  fhevss  her  hright- 

"'  ening  face  ; 
"  Ytu  cannot  bar  my  confl;int  feet  to 

"  trace 
"  The  u-ooils  and  tawns,by  living  ftream, 

"  at  eve : 
"  Let  health  my  nerves  and  finer  fibres 

•'  brace, 
"  And  I  their  toys  to  the  great  children 

■    "  leave: 
i'  Of   fancy,   reafon,  virtue,  nought  can 

"  me  bereave  *." 

Perhaps  fuch  arder.t  enthufiafm 
may  not  be  compatible  with  the 
neccflary  toils,  and  adlive  ofiices, 
xi-'hich  Providence  has  affigned  to 
the  generality  of  men.  But  there 
are  none,  to  whom  fome  portion 
of  it  may  not  prove  advantageous ; 
and  if  it  were  cherifhed,  by  each 
Individual,  in  that  degree,  which 
is  confillent  with  the  indifpenfable 
duties  of  liis  iiation,  the  felicity 
of  human  life  would  be  confider- 
ably  augiiiented.  From  this  fburce, 
the  refined  and  vivid  plcafures  of 
the  imagination  are  almoll-  entirely 
derived;  and  the  elegant  arts  owe 

*  Thomfon's  Caftle  of  Indolence. 


their  choicefl:  beauties  to  a  tafle 
for  the  contemplation  of  nature. 
Painting  and  iculpture  are  exprefs 
imitations  of  vifible  objefts:  and 
where  would  be  the  charms'  of 
poetry,  if  divelled  of  the  imagery 
and  embellifhments,  which  fhe 
borrows  from  rural  fcenes  ?  Paint- 
ers, Itatuaries,  and  poets,  there- 
fore, are  always  ambitious  to  ac- 
knowledge thcmfelves  the  pupils 
of  nature  ;  and  as  their  ficill  in- 
creafcs,  they  grow  more  and  more 
delighted  with  every  view  of  the 
animal  and  vegetable  world.  But 
the  pleafure  refulting  from  ad- 
miration is  tranfient;  and  to  cul- 
tivate talle,  without  regard  to  its 
influence  on  the  paffions  and  af- 
fections, "  is  to  rear  a  tree  for  its 
bloiToms,  which  is  capable  of 
yielding  the  richeft,  and  moft  va- 
luable fruit  f ."  Phyfical  and 
moral  beauty  bear  fo  intimate  a 
relation  to  each  other,  that  they 
rnay  beconfidered  as  different  gra- 
dations in  the  fcale  of  excellence  ; 
and  the  knowledge  and  relilh  of  the 
former,  fhould  be  deemed  only  a 
ftep  to  the  nobler  and  more  perma- 
nent enjoyments  of  the  latter. 

Whoever  has  viiited  the  Lea- 
fowes,  in  Warwicklhire,  muft  have 
felt  the  force  and  propriety  of  an 
infcripticn,  which  meets  the  eye,  at 
the  entrance  into  thofe  delightful 
grounds. 

"  Would   you   then    tafle    the  tianquil 

»'  fcene  ? 
"  Be  fure  your  bofoms  be  ferene  ; 
"  De'  Old  of  hate,  devoid  of  flrife, 
"  Devc>id  of  all  that  poifons  life  : 
"  And  much  it  'vails  you,  in  their  pl.ace 
"  To  graft  the  love  of  human  race  J." 

Now  fuch  fcenes  contribute 
powerfully  to  infpire  that  fereni- 


f  Shenflone. 


t  Id. 
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ty,  which  is  neceflary  to  enjoy, 
and  to  heighten  their  beauties. 
By  a  fecrec  contagion,  the  foul 
catches  the  harmony,  which  (lie 
contemplates  ;  and  the  frame  with- 
in, aflimilates  ii(eif  to  that  which 
is  without.     For, 

"  Who  can  forbear  to  fmile  with  Nature? 
*'  Cit\  the   ftormy  pailioiis  hi   the   bolom 

«  roll, 
"  While   every  gale   is    j-eacc,    and    every 

♦'  grove 
*'  Is  melody*  ?" 

In  ihi$  ftate  of  fweet  compofure, 
we  become  fufceptible  of  virtuous 
impreflions,  from  almoll  every  fur- 
rounding  objeft.  The  patient  ox 
is  viewed  with  generous  compla- 
cency ;  the  guilelefs  flieep,  with 
pity  ;  and  the  playful  lamb  raifes 
emotions  of  tendernefs  and  love. 
We  rejoice  with  the  horfe,  in  his 
hberty  and  exemption  from  toil, 
whiift  he  ranges  at  large  through 
enamelled  pailures;  and  the  fro- 
lics of  the  colt  would  afford  un- 
mixed delight,  did  we  not  recol- 
lect the  bondage,  which  he  is  foon 
to  undergo. 

We  are  charmed  with  the  fongs 
of  birds,  foothed  with  the  buzz  of 
infedts,  and  pleafed  with  the  fpor- 
tive  motions  of  fifhes,  becaufe 
thefe  are  expreffions  of  enjoyment; 
and  we  exult  in  the  felicity  of  the 
whole  animated  creation.  Thui 
an  equal  and  cxtenfive  benevo- 
lence is  called  forth  into  exertion  ; 
and  having  _/>//  a  common  interefl 
in     the    gratifications    of    infeiior 


beings,  we  fhall  be  no  longer  in- 
different to  their  fufFerings,  or  be- 
come wantonly  inflrutr.cntal  in 
producing  them. 

It  feems  to  be  the  intention  of 
Providence,  that  the  lower  o-ders 
pf  animals  fliould  be  fubfervier:* 
to  the  comfort,  convenience,  r.nd 
fulknance  of  man.  But  his  right 
of  doninion  extends  no  farther  ; 
and  if  this  light  be  exercifed  with 
mildnefs,  humanity,  ^  and  juilice, 
the  fubjefls  of  bis  power  will  be 
no  lefs  beneiitted  than  himfelf. 
For  various  fpecies  of  living  crea- 
tures are  annually  multiplied  by 
human  art,  improved  in  their  per- 
ceptive powers  by  human  cuhur-, 
and  plentifully  fed  by  human  it - 
dullry.  The  relation,  therefore, 
ii  reciprccal,  between  fuch  ani- 
mals and  man;  and  he  may  fupply 
his  own  wants  by  the  ufe  of  their 
labour,  the  produce  of  their  bo- 
die?,  and  even  the  (acrifice  of  their 
lives;  whilll  he  co-operates  with 
all-gracious  Heaven,  in  promot- 
ing happinefs,  the  great  end  of 
exillence. 

But  though  it  be  true,  that  par. 
tial e^il,  with  refpect  to  different 
orders  of  fenntive  beings,  m^y  be 
itninjerjal  good 'j  and  that  it  is  a 
wife  and  benevolent  inftitution  cf 
nature,  to  make  deil:ruiflion  itfelf, 
within  certain  limitations,  the 
caufe  cf  an  itiC'cafe  of  life  and 
enjoyment;  yet  a  generous  pcr- 
fon  will  extend  his  compai::o;.ate 
regards   to   cvciy   individual,    that 


*  Thonrrfoii's  Seafons,  firrt  edit. 
Horace,  when  he  br-aks  foitli  into  the  animnted  excl.imation, 
''  C,  lui!  <j:u\nJ<- ei^o  tc  ajfint  »ii,  yiiititlKjiA.  Imlit 
!'  h'unc  vtterum  Ithrii,  nunc  f'l-r.no  cl  imilivui  lyj^it 
*'  DuiOe j'-'lii.U.c  jucundj  obiv'ta  ■rit.c  ;" 

Hur.  Snt.  \1. 
fecms  to  regret  the  want  of  that  heartfalt  comi>lacency,  w'     ''  '•  v  buftle,  pomp,  ?nd 
plealurcs  of  imperial  Ron.a  could  not  altoi d. 
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fufFers  for  his  fake  :  and  whilft  he 
fighs 

<'  Zv'n  for  the  kid,    or  lamb,  that  pours 

"  its  life 
"■  Beneath  the  bloody  knife  *   " 

he  will  naturally  be  felicitous  to 
mitigate  pain,  both  in  duration 
and  degree,  by  the  gentleft  modes 
of  inflidinjr  it. 

I  am  inclined  to  believe,  how- 
ever, that  this  fenfe  of  humanity 
would    foot!     be    oblicerated,    and 
that  the  heart  would  grow  callous 
to  every  foft   impieffion,    were  ic 
not  for  the  benignant  influence  of 
the  fniiling  face  of  nature.     The 
Count   de    Lauzun,    when    impri- 
foned,  by  Louis  XIV^,  in  thecaflle 
of  Pignerol,  amufed  himfelf,  dur- 
ing a  long  period  of  time,    with 
catching  flies,  and  delivering  them 
to  be  devoured  by  a  rapacious  fpi- 
der.     Such  an   entertainment  was 
equally    fingular    and  cruel  ;    and 
5nconfiflent,     I    believe,    with    his 
former   charader,   and  fubfequent 
turn  of  mind.     But  his  cell   had 
310  window;  and  received  only  a 
glimmering  light,   from   an   aper- 
lure  in    the  Toof.     In    lefs    unfa- 
vourable   circumftances,    may   we 
not  prefume,  that  in  Read  of  fport- 
ing  with    mifery,    he   would  have 
releafiid  the    agoniiing  flies;    and 


bid    them  enjoy  that  freedom,   of 
which  he  himfelf  was  bereaved  r 

But  the  talte  for  natural  beauty 
is  fubfervient  to  higher  purpofes, 
than   thofe  which  have  been   enu' 
merated  :  and  the  cultivation  of  if 
not    only    refines    and    humanifes, 
but    dignifies    and    exalts    the  afl 
feftrons.     Ic  elevates  them  to  the 
admiration  and    love  of   that  Be- 
ing,  who  is  the  Author  of  ail  that 
IS   fair,  fublime,  and  good   in  the 
creation.     Sceptidfm    and    irreli- 
gion   are  hardly   compatible    with 
the    fenfjbility  of   heart  f,    which 
arifes  from  a  juft  and   lively  reliih 
of  the  wifdom,  harmony,  and  or- 
der fubfifting  in   the  world  around 
us  :    and    emotions    of   piety  mud 
fpring  up  fpontaneoufly  in   the  bo- 
fom,    that    is  in    unifon    with  all 
animated    nature.      Actuated    by 
this  divine  infpiration,  man   finds 
"  a  fane  in  every  facred  grove  J:" 
andglowing  with  devout  fervour, 
he  joins  his  fong  to  the  uni.-rfai 
chorus  ;  or  mufes  the  praife  of  the 
Almighty,  in  fiieuce  more  expref- 
five.     Thus  they 

"  Who;^  Nature's  ^vorks  can  charm,  with 

"  (jod  himfelf 
"  Hold  converfe ;    grow  familiar,    day  bv 

"  day,  •       ■' 

♦'  With  his  conceptions  ;  ad  upon  his  plan  ; 

And   torm    to   his,    the  reliil,   of   their 


*  Lord  Lyttelton. 
^  Akenfide. 


t  See  Gregcry's  Comparative  View.  J  Thomfon, 
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Oj>e /ar /^^  New  Year,  1781.    ?*^r/V/f«  ^j"  William  Whitehead, 
£/^;  Poet  Laureat. 

ASK  round  the  world,  from  age  to  age. 
Not  where  alone  th'  hillorian's  page 
Or  poet's  fong  have  juft  attention  won, 

But  even  the  feeblelt  voice  of  fame 

Has  learnt  to  lifp  Britannia's  name, 
>A(k  of  her  inborn  worth,  and  deeds  of  high  renown. 

What  power  from  Lulitania  broke 

The  haughty  Spaniaid's  gall  me  yoke  r 
Who  bade  the  Belgian  mounds  with  freedom  ring? 

Who  fix'd  io  oft,  with  ftrength  (upreme. 

In  bilanc'd  Europe'^  nodding  beam, 
And  rais'd  the  Auftnan  eagle's  drooping  wing? 

'Twas  Britain  !   Britain  heard  the  nations  graan. 

As  jealous  of  their  freedom  as  her  own. 

Where'er  her  valiant  troops  fhe  led, 

Check'd,  and  abal"h'd,  and  taught  to  fear. 
The  earth's  proud  tyrants  ftopp'd  their  mad  career; 
To  Britain  Gallia  bow'd  ;  from  Britain  Julius  fled. 

Why  then  when  round  her  fair  proteflrefs'  brow 

The  dark  clouds  gather,  and  the  tempefts  blow. 

With  folded  arms,  at  eafe  reclin'd. 

Does  Europe  fit.''  or,  more  unkind. 
Why  fraudulently  aid  th'  infidious  plan  i 
The  foes  of  Britain  arc  the  foes  of  man. 

Alas  !   her  glory  foars  too  high. 

Her  radiant  Star  of  Liberty 
Has  bid  too  long  th'  aftoniih'd  nations  gaze ; 

That  glory  which  they  once  admir'd. 

That  glory  in  their  caufi.'  acquir'd, 

Ihat  glory  burns  too  bright,  thev  cannot  bear  the  blaze ! 
Then  Britons,   by  experience  wife, 

Court  not  an  envious  or  a  timid  friend  ; 
firm  in  thyfelf  undaunted  rife, 

On  thy  own  arm,  and  righteous  Heaven  depend. 
.  So,  as  in  great  Eliza's  days. 

On  Self-fupportcd  pinions  borne, 

Again  (halt  thcu  look  down  with  fcorn 

M  4  Oa 
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On  an  oppoHng  world,  and  all  its  wily  ways : 

Grown  greater  from  dilbcfs. 

And  eager  ftill  to  bids. 
As  truly  generous  as  thou'rt  truly  brave. 
Again  fhall  crufh  the  proud,  again  the  conquer'd  fave. 

Ode  /or  the  King's  Birth-Day,  June  4,   1781.     By  W.  V/hjte- 
HEAD,  E/q;  Poet  Laur eat. 

STILL  does  the  rage  of  war  prevail? 
Still  thirrts  for  blood  th'  infatiate  fpear  J 
Waft  not,  ye  winds,  th'  invidious  tale. 

Nor  let  ih'  urtutor'd  nations  hear 
That  palTion  bafiles  reafon's  boafled  reign. 
And  halt  the  peopled  world  is  civilis'd  in  vain. 

What  are  morals,  what  are  laws. 
What  religion's  facred  name? 
Nor  morals  foften,  nor  religion  awes; 
Pure  though  the  precepts  flow,  the  adions  are  the  fame 

Revenge,  and  pride,  and  deadly  hate. 

And  avarice,  tainting  deep  the  mind. 
With  all  the  fury-fiends  that  wait. 

As  torturing  plagues  on  human  kind. 
When  {hown  in  their  own  native  light. 
In  truth's  clear  mirror,  heavenly  bright. 

Like  real  monllers  rife  ; 
But,  let  illufions's  powerful  wand 
Transform,  arrange  the  hideous  band. 
They  cheat  us  in  difguife  ; 
We  tlrefs  their  horrid  forms  in  borrow'd  rays. 
Then  call  them  glory,  and  purfue  the  blaze. 

O  blind  to  Nature's  focial  plan,^  ; 

And  Heaven's  indulgent  end  I 
Her  kinder  laws  knit  man  to  mau 

As  brother  and  as  friend. 
Kature,  intent  alone  to  blefs,  ; 

Bids  ftrife  and  difcord  ceafe  ; 
•'   Her  ways  are  ways  of  pleafantnefs, 

«'   And  all  her  paths  are  peace." 
Even  this  aufpicious  day  would  wear 

A  brighter  face  of  joy  ferene. 
And  not  one  ruffling  gale  of  care 

Difturb  the  halcyon  fcene  ; 
On  lighter  wings  would  Zephyr  move. 

The  Sun  with  added  lufire  fhine  ; 
Did  Ptace,  descending  from  above. 
Here  fix  her  earthly  Ihrine : 

Her* 
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Here  to  the  Monarch's  fondeft  prayer 
A  juft  attention  yield. 
And  lee  him  change  the  fword  of  war 
For  her  proteding  Ihield. 

Extra£i  from   "  'The  Triumphs    of    Tempe  r,**  a   Pzetr.,    hv 
Mr.  H  A  y  L  E  y. 

SCARCE  had  her  radiant  eyes*  began  to  clofe. 
When  to  her  view  a  friendly  vifipn  rofe  : 
A  fairy  Phantom  ftruck  her  mental  fight. 
Light  as  the  goflamer,  as  aether  bright  ; 
Array'd  like  Pallas  was  the  pigmy  form. 
When  the  fage  Goddefs  IHIL  the  martial  ftorin. 
Her  cafque  was  amber,  richly  grac'd  above 
Wiih  down,   colletted  from  the  callow  dove  : 
Her  burnifli'd  breail-plate,  of  a  deeper  dye^ 
,  Was  once  the  armour  of  a  golden  fly  : 

A  lynx's  eye  her  little  a:gis  Ihone, 
By  fairy  fpells  converted  into  Hone, 
And  worn  of  old,  as  elfin  poets  fing. 
By  Egypt's  lovely  queen,  a  favourite  ring  : 
Myfterious  power  was  in  the  magic  toy. 
To  turn  the  frowns  of  care  to  fmiles  of  joy. 
Her  tiny  lance,  whofc  radiance  ftreani'd  afar. 
Was  one  bright  fparkle  from  the  bridal  ftar. 
A  Hlmy  mantle  round  her  figure  play'd, 
fine  as  the  texture,  by  Arachne  laid 
O'er  fome  young  plant,  when  glittering  to  the  view 
With  many  an  orient  pearl  of  morning  dew. 
The  Phantom  hover'd  o'er  the  confcious  Fair 
Wijh  fuch  a  lively  fmile  of  tender  care. 
As  on  her  elfin  lord  Titania  calf, 
When  firlt  fhe  found  his  angry  fpell  was  pall. 
Round  her  rich  locks  Serena  chanc'd  to  tie 
An  ample  ribband  of  cerulean  dye  : 
High  o'er  her  fon^head  rofe  the  graceful  bow, 
Whofe  arch  comn^anded  the  fweet  fcene  below  ; 
The  hovering  Spirit  view'd  the  tempting  fpot. 
And  lightly  perch'd  on  this  unbending  knot ; 
As  the  fair  fiutterer,  of  Pfychc's  race. 
Is  feen  to  terminate  her  airy  chace. 
When,  pieas'd  at  length  her  quirering  wings  to  clofe, 
I'^ondly  Ihe  fettles  on  the  fragrant  rofe. 

Now  in  foft  notes,   more  mufically  clear 
Than  ever  Fairy  breath'd  in  mor'al  ear, 
Thcfe  words  the  vifionary  voice  convey'd 
To  the  charm'd  fpirit  of  the  fleeping  maid  : 

*  S-rtru'i. 

«•  Thou 
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**  Thou  darling  of  my  care,  whofe  ripen'd  worth 
Shall  fpread  my  empire  o'er  the  fmijiiig  earth  ; 
Whom  Nature  bleft,  forbidding  modiih  Art 
To  cramp  thy  fpirit,  or  contraft  thy  heart  ; 
Screen'd  from  thy  thought,  nor  in  thy  vifions  felt. 
Long  on  thy  opening  mind  I've  fondly  dwelt ; 
jn  chiJdl,ocd's  forrows  brought  thee  qjick  relief, 
>\nd  Jry'J  ihy  April  Ihowers  of  infant  grief; 
Taught  thee  to  laugh  at  the  malicious  boy. 
Who  broke  thy  playthir;gs  with  a  barbarous  joy^. 
To  bear  what  ills  the  little  Female  haunt,  "i 

The  teily  nurfe,  the  imperious  governante,  > 

And  that  tyrannic  peft,  the  prying  maiden  aunt,    j 
Now  ripening  years  a  nobler  fcene  fopply  ; 
For  life  now  opens  on  thy  fparkling  eye  : 
Thy  rifing  bofom  fwells  with  juft  defire 
Rspfjre  to  feel,  and  rapture  to  infpire  : 
Not  the  vain  blifs,  the  tranfitory  joys, 
Th?.t  childifh  woman  feels  in  radiant  toys  ; 
The  ccftly  diamond,  or  the  lighter  pearl. 
The  malHve  Nabob,  or  the  tinfel  Earl. 
Thy  heaft  demands,  eaeh  meaner  aim  above^ 
Th'  imperilhable  wealth  of  flerliag  love; 
Thy  Vi'iih,  to  pleafe  by  ev'ry  fofcer  grace 
iDf  elegance  and  eafe,  of  form  and  face! 
By  lively  fancy  apd  by  fenfe  refin'd. 
The  Ilrongcr  magic  of  the  cultur'd  mind  I 
Thy  pure  ambition,  and  thy  virtuous  plan. 
To  fix  the  variable  heart  of  man  ! 
^hort  is  the  worfiiip  paid  at  Beauty's  fhrlne  ; 
But  lalling  love  and  happinefs  are  mine  : 
Mine,  tho'  the  earth's  mirtaken,  blinded  rtce, 
Defpife  my  influence,  and  rny  name  debafe  ; 
Nor  breathe  one  vow  to  that  a;therial  friend. 
On  whom  the  colours  of  their  life  depend. 
But  to  thy  innocence  I'll  now  difplay  . 
The  myftic  marvel,  of  my  fecret  Iway  ; 
And  tell,  in  this  thy  fate-deciding  hour. 
"itly  race,  my  name,  my  office,  and  my  power. 

Firft,  hear  what  wonders  human  forms  contain  ! 
And  learn  the  texture  of  the  fcmr.le  brain  1 
By  Nature  s  care  in  curious  order  fpread. 
This  living  net  is  fram'd  of  tender  thread  ; 
Fine,  as  thy  hand,  fome  favour'd  youth  to  grace, 
Knirs  with  nice  art  to  form  the  mimic  lace. 
Within  the  center  of  this  fretted  dome, 
Ker  fecret  tower,  her  heaven- con ftrudted  home, 
Soft  Senhbility,  fweet  Beauty's  foul  ! 
Keeps  her  coy  llate,  aod  animates  the  whole, 

Invifible 
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Invlfiblc  as  Harmony    who  fprings, 

Wak'd  by  young  Zephyr,  from  ^o!ian  firings: 

Her  fubtle  power  mere  delicately  line. 

Dwells  in  each  thread,  and  lives  in  every  line, 

Whofe  quick  vibrations,  without  end,  impart 

Pleafure  and  pain  to  the  refponfive  heart. 

As  Zephyr's  breath  the  willing  chord  infpires, 

Whifpering  foft  mufic  to  the  trembling  wires. 

So  with  fond  care  I  regulate,  unfeen. 

The  fofter  movements  of  this  nice  machine  ! 

Temper  my  earthly  name,  the  nurl'e  of  love  1 

But  call'd  SopHROsYNE  in  realms  above  ! 

When  lovely  woman,  perfeft  at  her  birth, 

Bleft  with  her  early  charms  the  wond'ring  earth. 

Her  foul,  in  fvveet  fimplicity  array'd. 

Nor  ftiar'd  my  guidance,  nor  required  my  aid. 

Her  tender  frame,  nor  confident  nor  coy. 

Had  every  fibre  tun'd  to  gentle  joy  : 

No  vain  caprices  fwell'd  her  pouting  lip  ; 

No  gold  produc'd  a  mercenary  trip  ; 

Soft  innocence  infpir'd  her  willing -kifs. 

Her  love  was  nature,  and  her  lifii  was  blifs. 

Guide  of  his  reafon,  not  his  paflion's  prey. 

She  tam'd  the  favage,   man,  who  blefs'd  her  fway. 

No  jarring  wifhes  (ill'd  the  world  with  woes. 

But  youth  was  ecltacy,  and  age  repofe." 

Pescrittion  of  the  Sphere  o/"  Seksibility  j  y/ow  the  fa?ne  Pccvi^ 

*'   TT  7ELL  may 'ft  thou  bend  o'er  this  congenial  fpherei 

"     y  y  For  Senfibility  is  fovereign  here. 

"  Thou  feeft  her  train  of  fprightly  damfels  fport, 

*'   Where  the  foft  Spirit  holds  her  rural  court: 

"  But  fix  thine  eye  attentive  to  the  plain, 

*'   And  mark  the  varying  wonders  of  her  reign." 

As  thus  (he  fpoke,  flie  poisM  her  airy  feat 

High  o'er  a  plain  exhaling  every  fwcet ; 

For  round  its  precin<5ts  all  the  Howers  that  bloom 

Fill'd  the  delicious  air  with  rich  perfume  ; 

And  in  the  midlt  a  verdant  throne  appear'd. 

In  fimplelt  form  by  graceful  Fancy  rear'J, 

And  deck'd  with  flowers ;   not  fuch  whofe  flaunting  dyes 

Strike  with  the  ftrongelt  tint  our  dazzled  eyes  ; 

But  ihofe  wild  herbs  that  tendereli  fibres  bear. 

And  fhun  th'  approaches  of  a  damper  air. 

Here  ftood  the  lovely  Ruler  of  the  fcene. 

And  Beauty,  more  than  Pomp,  announc'd  the  Queen. 

The  bending  Ihow-drop,  and  the  briar-rofe. 

The  fimplc  circle  of  her  crort'n  compole  ; 

Rofes 
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Rofes  of  every  hue  her  robe  adorn. 

Except  th'  infipid  rofe  wichoiic  a  thorn. 

Thro'  her  thin  veil  her  heighten'd  beauties  fliine  ; 

For  earthly  gauze  was  never  half  fo  fine. 

Of  that  enchanting  age  her  figure  feems. 

When  fmjling  Nature  with  the  vital  beams 

Of  vivid  Youth,  and  Pleafure's  purple  flame. 

Gilds  her  accomplilh'd  work,  the  female  frame. 

With  rich  luxuriance  tender,  f.veetly  wild. 

And  juft  between  the  woman  and  the  child. 

Her  fair  left  arm  around  a  vafe  fhe  flings. 

From  which  the  tender  plant  Mimofa  fprings  : 

Towards  its  leaves,  o'er  which  fhe  fondly  bends. 

The  youthful  Fair  her  vacant  hand  extends 

With  gentle  motion,  anxious  to  furvey 

How  far  the  feeling  fibres  own  her  fway  : 

The  leaves,  as  confcious  of  their  Queen's  command, 

Succeffive  fall  at  her  approaching  hand  ; 

Vv'hile  her  foft  bread  with  pity  ieenis  to  pant. 

And  fhrinks  a:  every  fhrinking  of  the  plant. 

Around  their  Sovereign,  on  the  verdant  ground, 
Sweet  airy  form6  in  myltic  meafures  bound. 
The  mighty  mafler  of  the  revel.  Love, 
In  notes  more  Toothing  than  his  mo;her's  dove. 
Prompts  the  foft  fcriiin  that  melting  virgins  fmg. 
Or  fportive  trips  around  the  frolic  ring. 
Coupling,  with  radiant  wreaths  of  lambent  fire. 
Fair  fluttering  Hope  and  rapturous  Defire. 
Unnumber'd  dr.mfels  different  charms  difplay, 
Penfive  with  blifs,  or  in  their  pieaiures  gay  ; 
And  the  wide  profpea:  \ields  one  touching  fight 
Of  tender,  yet  diverlified  delight. 
Eut,  the  bright  niumphs  of  their  joy  to  check, 
Jn  the  clear  air  their  hangs  a  duilcv'  fpeck  ; 
]t  fwells — it  fpreads — and  rapid,   as  it  grows. 
O'er  the  gay  fccne  a  chilling  (hadow  throws. 
The  foft  Serena,  who  beheld  its  flight, 
Sufpefts  no  evil  from  a  cloud  fo  light  ; 
For  harmlefs  round  her  the  thin  vapours  wreath. 
Not  hiding  from  her  view  the  fcene  beneath  ; 
JSut  ah!   too  fopn,  wih  Pity's  tender  pain, 
f-he  faw  its  dire  effect  o'er  all  the  plain  : 
Sudden  from  thence  the  founds  of  Anguifh  flow. 
And  Joy's  Aveet  carols  end  in  fhrieks  of  woe  : 
The  wither'd  flowers  are  fall'n,  that  bloom'd  fo  fair. 
And  poifon  all  the  pellilential  air. 
From  the  rent  earth  dark  demons  force  their  way. 
And  make  ;he,^lpor;ive  revellers  their  prey. 
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Here  gloomy  Terror,  with  a  fhadowy  rope. 
Seems,  like  a  Turkilli  Mute,  to  ftrangle  Hope  ; 
There  jealous  Fury  drowns  in  blood  the  fire 
That  fparkled  in  the  eye  of  young;  Defire; 
And  lifelefs  Love  lets  mercilefi  Defpair 
From  his  crufh'd  frame  his  bleeding  pinions  tear. 
But  pangs  more  cruel,  more  intenfely  keen. 
Wound  and  diftradl  their  fympathecic  Queen; 
With  fruitlefs  tears  fhe  o'er  their  mifery  bends; 
From  her  f.veet  brow  the  thorny  rofe  fhe  rends. 
And,  bow'd  by  GriePs  infufTcrable  weight. 
Frantic  (he  curfes  her  immortal  Itate: 
The  foft  Serena,  as  this  CDrfc  fhe  hears. 
Feels  her  bright  eye  fufFus'd  with  kindred  tears ; 
And  her  kind  brenit,  where  quick  compalTion  fwell'd, 
Shar'd  in  each  bitter  fuftering  flie  beheld. 

The  guardian  Power  furvey'd  her  lovely  gri;f. 
And  fpoke  in  gentle  terms  of  mild  relief; 
"  For  this  foft  tribe  thy  heavieft  fear  difmifs, 
*•   And  know  their  pains  are  tranfient  as  their  blifs: 
"  Rapture  and  Agony,  in  Nature's  loom, 
**   Have  form'd  the  changing  tifTue  of  their  doom  ; 
*'  Both  interwoven  with  fo  nice  an  art, 
"  No  power  can  tear  the  twilled  threads  apart: 
"   Yet  happier  thefe,  to  Nature's  heart  more  dear, 
**  Than  the  dull  offspring  in  the  torpid  fphere, 
*'  Where  her  warm  wifheV,  and  afFeftions  kind, 
**  Lofe  their  bright  current  in  the  ftagnant  mind. 
*'  Here  grief  and  joy  io  fuddcnly  unite, 
"  That  anguifh  {eT\ss  to  fublimate  delight.** 

She  fpoke;  and,  ere  Serena  could  reply. 
The  vapour  vanidi'd  from  the  lucid  fky  ; 
The  Nymphs  revive,  the  fliadowy  Fiends  are  Hjd, 
The  new-born  flowers  a  richer  fragrance  flied  ; 
The  gentle  ruler  of  the  changeful  land, 
Smiling,  refum'd  her  fymbol  of  com  mar.  d  ; 
Replac'd  the  rofes  of  her  regal  wreath, 
Still  trembling  at  the  thorns  that  lurk  beneath  ; 
But,  to  her  wounded  fubjefts  quick  to  pay 
The  tender  duties  of  imperial  fway. 
Their  wants  fhe  fuccour'd,  they  her  wifh  obey 'J, 
And  all  recover'tl  by  alternate  aid  ; 

While,  on  the  lovely  Queen's  enchanting  face,  1 

Departed  Sorrow's  faint  and  fainter  trace,  >• 

Gave  to  each  touching  charm  a  more  attradflive  grace.  J 
Now,  laughing  Sport,  from  the  enltghten'd  plain, 
Clear'd  with  quick  foot  the  vefliges  of  Pair,  ; 
'i  he  gay  fcem:  grows  more  beautifully  bright. 
Than  when  it  lirlt  allur'd  Serena's  fight. 
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Ext  rail  J  from  /^e  L  i  r.  R  a  r  Y,    a  Teem. 

NEAR  thefe,  and  where  the  fetting  fun  difplays 
Through  the  dim  window  his  departing  rays. 
And  gilds  yon  columns,  there  on  either  fide 
The  huge  abridgments  of  the  law  abide; 
Fruitful  as  vice  the  dread  correftors  Hand, 
And  fpread  their  guardian  terrors  round  the  land; 
Yet,  as  the  beft  that  human  care  can  do. 
Is  mixt  with  error,  oft  wiih  evil  too; 
Skiird  in  deceit,  and  pracftis'd  to  evade. 
Knaves  Hand  fecure,  for  whom  thefe  laws  were  made. 
And  Juilice  vainly  each  expedient  tries. 
While  Art  eludes  it,  or  whiie  Power  defies. 

Ah  !  happy  age,  the  youthful  Poet  cries. 
Ere  laws  arofe,  ere  tyrants  bade  them  rife  ; 
When  all  were  blefl;  to  fliare  a  common  Rore, 
And  none  were  proud  of  wealth,  for  none  were  poor; 
No  Virars,  no  tumults  vext  each  ftill  domain, 
"N"o  thirll  of  empire,  no  defire  of  gaia  ; 
No  proud  great  man,  nor  one  who  would  be  great. 
Drove  niodelt  Merit  from  its  proper  ftate  ;  ** 

Nor  into  diftant  climes  would  Avarice  roam. 
To  fetch  delights  for  Luxury  at  home  : 
Bound  by  no  tyes  but  thofe  by  nature  made. 
Virtue  was  law,  and  gifts  prevented  trade. 

Miilaken  youth  !  each  nation  firil  was  rude. 
Each  man  a  chearlefs  fon  of  folitude, 
To  whom  no  joy^  of  fociai  life  were  known. 
Nor  felt  a  care  that  was  not  all  his  own  ; 
Or  in  fome  languid  clime  his  abjecl  foul 
Bow'd  to  a  little  tyrant's  ftern  controul  ; 
A  flave,  with  fiaves  his  monarch's  throne  he  rais'd. 
And  in  rude  fong  his  ruder  idol  prais'd  ; 
The  meaner  cares  of  life  were  all  he  knew. 
Bounded  his  pleafures,  and  his  wifhes  few  : 
But  when  by  flow  degrees  the  Arts  arofe. 
Taught  by  fome  conquering  friends,  who  came  as  foes; 
When  Commerce,  rifing  from  the  bed  of  eafe. 
Ran  round  the  land  and  pointed  to  the  feas ; 
When  Emulation,  born  with  jealous  eye. 
And  Avarice,  lent  their  fpurs  to  Indultry  ; 
Then  one  by  ore  the  numerous  laws  were  made, 
Thofe  to  controul,  and  thefe  to  fuccour  trade; 
To  curb  the  infclence  of  rude  command. 
To  fnatch  the  viclim  from  the  Ufurer's  hand. 

To 
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To  awe  t'ne  bold,  to  yield  the  wrong'd  redrefs. 
And  {ted  the  poor  with  Luxury's  excefs. 

Like  fome  vaft  flood,  unbounded,  fierce,  and  {Iron?, 
His  nature  leads  ungovern'd  man  along  ; 
Like  mighty  bulwarks  made  to  llcm  that  tide. 
The  la\\s  are  form'd,  and  plac'd  on  every  fide  ; 
Whene'er  it  breaks  the  bounds  by  thefe  decreed. 
New  itatutes  rifC;  and  ftronger  laws  fucceed ; 
More  and  more  gentle  grows  the  dying  ftream. 
More  and  more  llrong  the  rifing  bulwarks  feem  ; 
Till,  like  a  miner  working  fure  and  flow. 
Luxury  creeps  on,  and  ruins  ali  below; 
The  bafis  finks,  the  ample  piles  decay. 
The  ilately  fabric  (hakes  and  falls  away; 
Primnsval  Want  and  lgnors«:e  come  on. 
But  Freedom,  that  exalts  the  favage  llaie,  is  gens. 


Lo  !  where  of  late  the  Book  of  Ivlartyrs  Itood, 
Old  pious  trafts,  and  Bibles  bound  in  wood  j 
There,  fuch  the  talle  of  our  degenerate  age, 
Stand  the  prophane  delufions  of  the  ftage  ; 
Y^t  Virtue  owns  the  Tragic  Mufe  a  friend. 
Fable  her  means,  morality  her  end  ; 
For  this  /he  rules  all  paffions  in  their  turns, 
^■\nd  now  the  bofom  bleeds,  and  now  it  burns; 
Pity  with  weeping  eye  furveys  her  bowl. 
Her  anger  fwells,  her  terror  chills  the  foul ; 
She  makes  the  vile  to  virtue  yield  applaufe. 
And  own  her  fceptre  while  they  break  her  laws: 
For  vice  in  others  is  abhorr'd  of  all, 
And  villains  glory  in  a  villain's  fall. 

Not  thus  her  filler  Comedy  prevails. 
Who  Ihoots  at  Folly,  for  her  ^rrow  fails ; 
Folly,  by  Dullnefs  arm'd,  receives  no  wound. 
But  harmlefs  fees  the  feather'd  Ihafts  rebound: 
"Unhurt  Ihe  (lands,  applauds  the  archer's  (kill. 
Laughs  at  her  malice,  and  is  Folly  ftill. 
Yet  well  (he  paints,  in  her  defcriptive  fcene% 
What  Pride  will  (loop  to,  what  I'rofedion  mci-ns; 
How  formal  fools  the  farce  of  State  applaud. 
How  Caution  watches  at  the  lips  of  Fraud  : 
The  wordy  variance  of  domellic  life. 
The  tyrant  Hulband,  the  retorting  Wife  ; 
The  fnares  for  Innocence,  the  lye  of  Trade, 
And  the  fmucth  tongue's  habitual  rasfqucrade. 

With  her  the  Virtues  too  obtain  a  placf^, 
Each  gentle  pailioa,  each  becoming  grace  ; 

Tho 
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The  fofial  joy  in  life's  fecurcr  road. 

Its  eafy  pleafure,  its  fubftantial  good  ; 

The  happy  thought  that  confcious  virtue  gives  ; 

And  all  that  ought  to  live,  and  all  that  lives. 

But  whd  are  thel'e?  Methinks  a  noble  mien^ 
And  awful  grandeur  in  their  form  are  feen. 
New  in  difgrace  :  what  tho'  negleft  has  fhed 
Polluting  dull  on  every  reverend  head  ; 
What  though  beneath  yon  gilded  tribe  they  lie. 
And  dull  obfervers  pafs  infulting  by  ; 
Forbid  it  fhame,  forbid  it  decent  awe. 
What  feems  fo  grave  (hould  no  attention  draw : 
Come  let  us  then  with  reverend  ftep  advance. 
And  greet — the  ancient  worthies  of  Romance. 

Hence,  ye  prophane  !  i  feel  a  former  dread, 
A  thoufand  vifions  float  around  my  head  ; 
Hark  !  hollow  blafts  through  empty  courts  refound. 
And  Ihadowy  forms  with  flaring  eyes  flalk  round  ; 
See  !  moats  and  bridges,  walls  and  caftles  rife, 
Ghofts,  fairies,  daemons,  dance  before  our  eyes  j 
Lo  !  magic  verfe  infcrib'd  on  golden  gate. 
And  bloody  hand  that  beckons  on  to  fate  : 
*'   And  who  art  thou,  thou  little  page,  unfold? 
*'  Say  doth  thy  Lord  my  Claribel  withhold  ? 
*'  Go  tell  him  flraight.  Sir  Knight,  thou  muil  refign 
*•  Thy  captive'Queen — for  Claribel  is  mine." 
Away  he  iiies  ;  and  now  for  bloody  deeds, 
Black-fuits  of  armour,  mafks,  and  foaming  Heed; ; 
The  Giant  falls — his  recreant  throat  I  feize. 
And.  from  hiscorflet  take  the  maiTy  keys  ; 
Dukes,  Lords,  and  Knights  in  long  proceinon  move, 

Releas'd  from  bondage  with  my  virgin  love  ; 

She  comes,  fhe  comes  in  all  the  charms  of  youih, 
Unequall'd  love  and  unfufpeited  truth  ! 

Ah  !  happy  he  who  thus  in  magic  themes. 
O'er  worlds  bewitch'd,  in  early  rapture  dreams, 
Vv'here  vyild  Enchantment  waves  her  potent  wand. 
And  Fancy's  beauties  fill  her  fairy  land  ; 
V/here  doubtful  objeds  ftrange  defires  excite. 
And  fear  and  ignorance  afford  delight. 

But  loft,  for  ever  loft,  to  me  thefe  joys. 
Which  Realon  fcatters,  and  which  Time  deflroys ; 
Too  dearly  boughc,  maturer  judgment  calls 
My  bufied  mind  from  tales  and  madrigals; 
Ivly  doughty  Giants  all  are  Jlain  or  fled. 
And  all  my  Knights,  blue,  green,  and  yellow,  dead  ; 
No  more  the  midnight  Fairy  tribe  I  view 
All  in  the  merry  moonihine  tipling  dew  j 


Ev'a 
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Ev'n  the  laft  lingering  fiflion  of  the  brain. 
The  church-yard  Ghoft,  is  now  at  reft  again  ; 
And  all  thefe  wayward  wanderings  of  my  youth. 
Fly  Reafon's  power,  and  fliun  the  light  of  Truth. 

With  Fidlion  then  does  real  joy  refide. 
And  is  our  Rcafon  the  delufive  guide? 
]s  it  then  right  to  dream  the  Syrens  hng? 
Or  mount  enraptur'd  on  the  Dragon's  wing  ? 
No,  'tis  the  infant  rnind,  to  care  unknown. 
That  makes  th'  imagin'd  paradife  its  own  ; 
Soon  as  refledions  in  the  bofom  rife. 
Light  flumbeis  vanifh  from  the  clouded  eyes ; 
The  tear  and  fmile,  that  once  together  roie. 
Are  then  divorc'd  ;  the  head  and  heart  are  foes ; 
Enchantmant  bows  to  Wifdom's  ferious  plan. 
And  pain  and  prudence  make  and  mar  the  man. 


Extraa  from    SYMPATHY,    a  Poem.     By  Mr.  Pratt. 

iNCE,  and  net  far  from  where  thofe  feats  are  feen, 
Juft  where  yon  white  huts  peep  the  copfe  between^ 
A  damfel  languifli'd,  all  her  kin  were  gone. 
For  God  who  lent,  reium'd  them  one  by  one  j 
Difeafe  and  penury,  in  cruel  Ihife, 
Plad  ravilh'd  all  the  decent  means  of  life. 
E'en  the  mark'd  crown,  her  lover's  gift,  Ihe  gave. 
In  filial  duty  for  a  father's  grave. 
That  fo  the  honour'd  clay  uhich  caus'd  her  birth 
Might  flumber  peaceful  in  the  facred  earth, 
Chim'd  to  its  grafs-green  home  with  pious  peal. 
While  hallow'd  dirges  hymn  the  lail  farewell  ; 
At  length  thefe  piercing  woes  her  fenfe  invade. 
And  lone  and  long  the  haplefs  wanderer  Itray'd, 
O'er  the  bleak  heith,  around  th'  unmeafur'd  wood. 
Up  the  huge  precipice,  or  near  the  flood  ; 
She  mounts  the  rock  ac  midnight's  aweful  hour. 
Enjoys  the  gloom,  and  idly  mocks  the  fho'^^'cr  ; 
Now  fcorns  her  fate,  then  patient  bends  the  knee. 
And  courts  each  pitying  ftar  to  fet  her  free. 
Then  flarting  wilder,  thinks  thofe  ftars  her  foes, 
Smiles  her  lad  breaft,  and  laughs  amidft  her  wees  ; 
Clt  would  (he  chace  the  bee,  or  braid  the  grafs. 
Or  crop  the  hedge-flower,  or  diforder'd  pafs  ; 
Elfc,  relllefs  loiter  in  the  pathlefs  mead. 
Sing  to  the  birds  at  roolt,  the  lambs  at  feed  ; 
Or  if  a  nell  (ho  found  the  brakes  among. 
No  hand  of  her's  dellroy'd  the  promjj'd  •.  ourg; 
Vol.  XXIV.  N  '  And 
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And  when  kind  nature  brougiit  the  balmy  fleep, 

Too  foon  fhe  woke  to  wander  nnd  to  weep  ; 

Acrofs  her  bread  the  tangled  aeiles  flew, 

And  frenzied  glances  all  around  fne  threw  ; 

Th'  unfettled  foul  thofe  frenzitd  glances  fpeak. 

And  tears  of  terror  hurry  down  her  cheek  ; 

Yet  dill  that  eye  was  bright,  that  check  was  fair,. 

Though  pale  the  rofe,  the  lily  blofTom'd  there. 

A  wandering  fvvain  the  beauteous  Maniac  found. 

Her  woes  wild  warbling  to  the  rocks  around  ; 

A  river  roll'd  befide,  aghaft  fhe  ran. 

Her  vain  fears  ftartling  at  the  fight  of  man  ; 

And,  fave  me,  God  !  my  father's  gholt !  llie  cryM,, 

Then  headlong  plung'd  into  the  fiafhing  tide. 

The  youch  purfues — but  wild  the  waters  rofe. 

And  o'er  their  heads  in  circling  furges  clofs. 

Not  Heav'n-born  Sympathy  itfeff  could  fave  j 

Both,  both  alas  !   were  whelm'd  beneath  the  wave. 

And  lives  the  man,  who  feiifelefs  could  have  Hood 
To  fee  the  vi6lira  bufl'jt  with  the  flood  i^ 
Whofe  coward  cheek  no  tinge  of  honour  feels, 
Flufh'd  with  no  pride  at  what  the  Mufc  reveals  ? 
If  fuch  a  man,  if  fuch  a  wretch  there  be. 
Thanks  to  this  aching  heart,  I  am  net  he. 

Hail,  lovely  griefs,  in  tender  mercy  giv'n. 
And  hail,  ye  tears,  like  dew-drops fre(h  from  heav'n  j 
Hail,  balmy  breath  of  unaffedled  iighs. 
More  fweet  than  airs  that  breathe  from  eaftern  fkies ; 
Hail,  facred  fource  of  fympaihies  divine, 
Each  fecial  pulfe,  each  fecial  fibre  thine  ; 
Hail,  fymbols  of  the  God,   to  whom  we  owe 
The  nerves  that  vibrate,  and  the  hearts  that  glow  j; 
Love's  tender  tumult,  Friendfnip's  holy  fires. 
And  all  which  beauty,  all  which  worth  infpires, 
The  joy  that  lights  the  hope  illumin'd  eye. 
The  blifs  fupreme  that  melts  in  Pity's  figh, 
Afi^edlion's  bl^om  quick  rufhing  to  the  face. 
The  choice  aclcnowledg'd  and  the  warm  embrace: 
Oh  power  of  powers,  v/hofe  magic  thus  can  draw,, 
Earth,  air,  and  ocean,  by  one  central  law  ; 
Join  bird  to  bird,  to  infeft  infed  link, 
Frctn  thofe  which  grovel  up  to  thofe  which  think;. 
Oh,  ever  bleft  !  whofs  bounties  opening  wide 
Fill  the  vaft  globe,  for  mortals  to  divide. 
Thy  Heav'nly  favours  ftretch  from  pole  to  pole. 
Encircle  earth,  and  rivet  foul  to  foul  ! 

Ceafe  then  to  wonder  thefe  lov'd  fcenes  impart 
No  more  the  ufual  tranfport  to  my  heart; 


Tha? 
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*rho*  modeft  Twilight  vifit  Eve  again, 

Ac  wbofe  Toft  fummons  homeward  fteps  the  fwain ; 

Though  from  the  breath  of  oxen  in  the  vale, 

I  catch  the  fpirit  of  the  balmy  gale. 

And  from  the  brakes  the  anfwering  thruflies  fing. 

While  the  grey  cwl  fails  by  on  folemn  wing  ; 

Nor  wonder,  if  when  morning  blooms  again. 

In  difcontent  I  quit  the  flowery  plain. 
Thus  the  poor  mariner,  his  traffic  o'er. 

Crouds  ev'ry  fail  to  reach  his  native  fhore, 
*       With  fmiles  he  marks  the  pennons  ftream  to  port. 

And  climbs  the  topmoft  mall  to  eye  the  fort; 

Dim  through  the  mift  the  diftant  land  appears. 

And  far  he  flopes  to  hail  it  with  his  tears  ; 

From  foreign  regions,  foreign  faces,  come. 

Anxious  he  feeks  his  niuch-lov'd  friends  at  home. 

Warm,  and  more  warm,  the  fecial  paflion  glowsr 

As  near  and  nearer  to  the  place  he  gees  ; 

Quick  beats  his  heart  as  preffing  on  he  fees 

His  own  fair  cottage  canopy'd  with  trees  ; 

For  there,  in  blefTed  health,  he  hopes  to  find 

His  wife  and  cradled  infant  left  behind  ; 

Panting,  he  plucks  the  latch  that  guards  the  door. 

But  finds  his  wife,   his  cradled  babe,  no  more  I 

Like  fome  fad  ghoil  he  wanders  o'ej  the  green. 
Droops  on  the  blolVom'd  wafte,  and  loaths  the  fcene. 

Extras  from  an  EPISTLE  to  a  Toung  Gentleman,  on  his  ha~jing 
addiSied himjelf  to  the  Study  of  Poetry .  By  William  Preston,  E/q ; 
from  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  Sept.  17S1. 

AN  D  wouidd  thou  then  in  talks  of  verfe  engage  f 
Throbs  thy  young  bofom  with  poe:ic  rage  i 
Oh,  trull  th'  experienc'd  ;  truft  me,  deareil  boy. 
The  walks  of  Pindus  feldora  lead  to  joy. 
In  rhofe  green  paths,  while  yet  'tis  morning,  play  5 
Cull  the  wild  Bowers  that  rife  along  the  way  ; 
Jn  chafing  butterflies  confume  thy  piime. 
Adorn  thy  temples  with  the  Ihoots  of  rhyme: 
Awhile  thou  may'ft,  if  thus  thy  Jancy  leads  ; 
liut  range  not  Ion;;  in  thofe enchanted  meads. 
To  grave  purfuits  and  ferious  tafks  retire. 
Ere  manhood  rifes  to  meridian  fire; 
Left  thou  fhould'll  fee  (the  noon  in  trifling  pad,) 
Thy  fun  defcehd  in  poverty  at  lail. 
Yet  Wifdom's  voice,  thy  foul  did  wifdom  fway. 
Would  injiartt  turn  thy  felf-de!uding  way  ; 
Not  onrlhort  moment  given  to  youthful  heat. 
One  paufe  of  dalliance,  in  the  'Vlufe's  feat ; 
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Within  iheir  bovvers  a  thoufand  demons  bide, 
A  thoufand  fnakes  within  their  flow'rets  hide. 

A  plallic  God  infoims  the  Poet's  mind. 
He  makes  the  beauteous  which  he  does  not  find, 
Difplays  th'  ideal  paradife  around. 
And  fmiles  the  barren  heath  to  fairy  ground; 
His  Midas'  hands  ennobled  objcds  hold. 
And  feel  and  touch  the  meanelt  drofs  to  gold. 
Ah  fatal  gift,  what  comfort  canlt  thou  bring  f 
Lefs  to  the  Bard  than  to  the  Lydian  king. 
Attendant  Fancy,  from  the  wilds  of  air. 
Convokes  the  fniiling  families  of  Fair, 
The  beauteous  elves  that  o'er  creation  rove. 
Delightful  children  of  almighty  Love:  ' 

Prompt,  at  her  call,  the  bright  ideas  throng. 
And  rulh  profufely  through  the  bloomy  fong. 
At  Fancy's  fide,  the  young-ey'd  Pafiions  fland. 
Sweet  blufhing  boys,  in  form,  a  cherub  band; 
The  foul  expands,   to  lodge  the  fmiling  train, 
-  Ah,  little  fearful  of  the  future  pain  1 
Beneath  his  wings  each  veils  a  barbed  dart. 
Till  deep  it  quivers  in  the  bleeding  heart. 
Then  marks,  with  cruel  pride,  his  guilty  flcill. 
And  flutters  round,  in  wantonnefs  of  ill. 


Still  thou  wculd'ft  write. — To  tame  thy  youthful  fire. 
Recall  to  life  the  martyrs  of  the  lyre. 
Lo,  every  face  the  lines  of  forrow  bears. 
And  every  wreath  is  wet  with  dropping  tears; 
Such  deadly  damps  the  verdant  inead  bedew, 
Jt  feems  funereal  as  the  Stygian  yew, 
Afk  of  the  train,  and  they  perhaps  may  tell. 
Around  the  bard  what  rifing  comforts  dwell. 
What  ifles  of  blifs  he  finds  in  forrow's  deep. 
What  golden  vifions  chear  his  fatal  lleep. 

There  Ovid  mourns,  along  the  Pontic  plain. 
The  lucklefs  paffion,  and  th'  unguarded  train; 
How  frail  and  brief  imperial  friendfhips  prove. 
What  giddy  perils  wait  imperial  love. 
Once,  the  prcud  thing  that  met  a  Julia's  fires, 
Once,  the  gay  tutqr  of  the  young  defires  ; 
Now  faint  and  womanifh,  to  tears  refign'd. 
The  feeble  numbers  fpcak  th'  enervate  mind. 
His  Julia's  portrait  all  at  random  cart. 
His  Art  of  Love  is  torn,  and  fcatter'd  o'er  the  walle. 

There  honeft  Juvenal,  whofe  manly  page 
Scourg'd  the  rank  vices  of  a  Ihamelefs  age  : 

Swolf 
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Swoln  with  the  furfeit  of  luxurious  wealth. 

Proud  Rome  imbib'd  the  bitter  draught  of  health  ; 

And  what  his  portion  r — read  th'  indignant  Ilraiu  : 

*'  The  lot  of  virtue  *  is  applaufe  and  pain, 

*'   Ah,  vain  applaufe  !   the  pain  thou  can'lt  not  cure; 

**  Th'  applaufe  is  tranfient,   but  the  pains  endure." 

And  he  f  who  fitted  to  the  deep-ton'd  lyre 
Polluted  Thebes,  th'  inceiluous  fon  and  fire. 
The  father's  curfe,  the  brother's  deathlefs  hate, 
Th'  eternal  fiends  that  Cadmus'  line  await. — 
Muft  the  proud  Mufe,  in  regal  crimfon  dy'd. 
Crouch  at  a  m'nager's  ini'ulting  pride  ? 
When  Paris'  |  nod  profcrib'd  the  lofty  fong. 
Vain  were  the  fceptred  pall,  and  vain  the  bulkin'd  throng. 
Oh  fplendid  impotence  of  barren  praife! 
No  golden  apples  crown  the  ftarving  bays  §. 

And  hark,  Laberius  ||,  from  the  guilty  ftage. 
Mourns  the  fad  remnant  of  diftiopour'd  age. 
When  Caifar's  cruelty,  with  bafe  controul. 
Would  rend  the  feelings  of  a  generous  foul; 
Imperial  fpite  devis'd  the  wounding  talk. 
The  knight  degraded  in  the  jefter's  maflc  ; 
But  ihame  recoiling  mnck'd  th'  infernal  aim, 
Flew  from  the  bard,  and  fmote  the  tyrant's  name. 

Ambition  bade  yr-ung  Petrarch's  4  eyes  explore 
T'he  deep  receil'es  of  the  legal  llore  ; 
Religion  woo'd  him  to  the  hallow'd  toil 
Of  facred  volumes  by  the  midnight  oil  ; 
From  lurid  cells  he  drew,  with  pious  hand. 
The  precious  reliques  of  the  claffic  band. 

*  Probltas  laudatur  Sc  alget.  f  Statius.  %  Paris,  a  famous  a£lor. 

§  Cnnitur  ad  vocem  iucundain,  &  c.nmen  auiicse 
Thebaidos,  lyetam  fecit  cum  Statius  urbem, 
Promifitque  diem,  tanta.  dulcc.line  captos 
Afficit  ille  animos,  lantuque  libldir.e  viilgi 
A..uditur  j    fed  cnm  fregit  fublcllia  verfu, 

Efurit,  intaftam  haridi  nifi  vendat  Agaven.  Juven'al. 

II  Julius  Ca:iar,  by  a  nioli  odious  refinement  in  cruelty,  dcfiring  to  outrage 
the  feelings  of  an  ingenuous  n.inJ,  compelled  Labcriiis,  a  Roman  kniglit,  anj 
a  poet  of  Ibme  eminence,  to  perform  a  part  in  a  farce  on  the  public  llagc.  His 
fpirited  and  pathetic  lamentation  on  that  occafion  is  Hill  extant,  and  mult  equally 
excite  Qur  eileera  and  compafiion  for  the  ppct,  and  our  detcltation  and  conter.;pt 
for  the  tyrant. 

4-  Petrarch  was  defigned  for  tlie  ftudy  of  the  law  by  his  father,  and  applied 
himfelf,  for  a  while,  with  great  application  to  that  proletTion.  He  aftei-vvards 
went  into  the  church,  and  was  in  great  favour  at  tlie  Pope's  court.  It  is  not 
generally  known,  that  he  was  one  of  the  great  rellorers  of  ancient  literature, 
jmJ  made  a  very  large  colle£\ion  of  manufcripts  of  the  claflics. 
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Beneath  a  heap  of  Gothic  rubbifli  hurl'd. 
And  En)ngled  fragmcnCj  of  a  waited  world, 
(When,  like  an  earthqualc;,  the  barbarians  hate 
Broke  the  coioilus  of  the  Roman  ftate). 
For  ages  funk     che  Mufe  of  Tiber  lay, 
Et!C  Petrarch's  hand  reveal'd  her  to  the  day. 
Unworthy  paffion  came,  with  bafe  controul. 
And  fhrunk  the  iinewi  of  the  mighty  foul  ; 
It  curs'd  hi;-  I'.ie.   it  dwindled  all  hi?  fame. 
It  funk  the  icholar  s  -.n  the  lovet's  name. 

What  art  fhall  footh,  what  counfel  fljall  controul, 
Th'  eternal  ftorm  of  Taflb's  madding  foul  ? 
He  ftione,   unrivall'd  for  the  fword  and  pen. 
And  curs'd  he  fhone,  beyond  the  lot  of  men. 
Love,  feir,  refentment,  jealoufy,  difdain. 
In  wild  fucceifion  goad  the  tortur'd  brain. 
Might  heavenly  harpings  foorh  th'  infernal  band. 
Nor  borrow'd  lyre  he  needs,  nor  David's  hand. — . 
3uch  ftrains  are  thine  :  -  perturbed  noble  mind. 
Where  flialt  tnoii  reft  : — or  where  a  ha:  bour  find  i 
Thy  days  in  exile  or  in  piifon  paft. 
In  madnefs  muft;  thou  feek  repofe  at  laft. 

See  the  bold  Mufe  exulting  Ti<gus  bore, 
A  wretched  exile  on  a  diftant  fhore. 
Hark,  the  fwart  eaft  unwonted  itrains  fhall  boall. 
And  chords  angelic  footh  the  burning  ccaft. 
From  pain  to  pain  thy  wandring  fteps  were  led. 
And  fhames  and  forrows  crowded  on  thy  head  ; 
Wounds,  want,  and  chains  thy  foul  by  turns  elTay, 
And,  worft  and  laft,  a  petty  tyrant's  fway  : 
Such  was  thy  lot,  Camoens ;  and  fortune's  hate 
Had  mark'd  thy  numbers  for  a  filent  fate; 
But  thy  Itrong  hand  her  envious  rage  defy'd. 
And  fnatch'd  thy  glory  from  the  oblivious  tide; 
High  o'er  his  head  th'  immortal  tome  he  bore. 
And  flem'd  the  faucy  main,  and  proudly  gain'd  the  fhorc.- 
Illuftrious  poet,  what  returns  of  praife. 
What  beams  of  comfort  chear  thy  clofing  days  f 
An  hofpital  receives  th'  indignant  bard. 
And  beggars'  alms  the  facred  fong  reward. 
Alas,  how  little  can  the  vulgar  eyes 
Revere  the  poet,  through  the  mean  dilguife 
Of  abjeft  want,  and  own  th'  aetherial  flame. 
And  hail  the  nurfeling  of  eternal  fame  ! 
Thus,  at  fome  mafque,  unhonour'd  and  unknown, 
yi.  prince  is  fhrouded  in  the  palmer's  gown. 
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An    O  D  ]i    in  Imitation  of  Alc«U8. 
'A^a'    o'ttu  itot'    a»   wy*!/  "ANAPES 

AvTS?    C-i/^etV    EJ^>>T£f, 

Alc.  quoted  by  Aristides. 

WHAT  conftitutes  a  ftate? 
Not  high-rais'd  battlement  or  labour'd  mound. 

Thick  wall  or  moated  gate  ; 
Not  cities  proud  with  fpires  and  turrets  crown'd  ; 

Not  bays  and  broad-arm'd  ports. 
Where,  laughing  at  the  Itorm,  rich  navies  ride; 

Not  ftarr'd  and  fpanj»led  courts. 
Where  low-brow'd  baGsneTs  wafts  perfume  to  pride. 

No: — Men,  high-minded  Men, 
With  pow'rs  as  far  above  dull  brutes  endued 

Jn  foreft,  brake,  or  den, 
As  beafts  excel  cold  rocks  and  brambles  rude ; 

Men,  who  their  i^uties  know. 
But  know  their  rights,  and,  knowing,  dare  maintain. 

Prevent  the  long-aim'd  blow. 
And  cru(h  the  tyrant  while  they  rend  the  chain  ; 

The/e  conflitute  a  Hate, 
And  fov'reign  Law,  that  Jiate's  coUeSled  nuill. 

O'er  thrones  and  globes  elate 
Sits  Emprefs,  crowning  good,  repreffing  ill ; 

Smit  by  her  facred  frowo 
The  fiend  Di/cretton  like  a  vapour  finks. 

And  e'en  th'  all-dazzlinjj^  Crcwn 
Hides  his  faint  rays,  and  at  her  bidding  (brink?. 

Such  <zvas  this  heav'n-lo\i'd  ifle. 
Than  Lefljos  fairer  and  the  Cretan  Ihore  ! 

No  more  ihall  Freedom  fmile? 
Shall  Britons  languifh,  and  b«  Men  no  more  ? 

Since  all  mult  life  refign, 
Thofe  fweet  rewards,  which  decorate  the  brave, 

'Tis  folly  to  decline. 
And  Ileal  inglorious  to  the  filent  grave. 

Abergavenny, 
March  31,  1781. 
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H  O  N  O  R  I  A,     or    ihe    Day     cf    All     Souls,     a     Poem, 
By  Mr.  Jerni.ngham. 

^'he  Scene  of  the  follqnxihig  little  Poem  is  fupfofed  to  be  in  the  great  Church 
of  St-  Ambrofe  at  Milan  the  fecond  of  No'vember,  on  HMhi^h  Day  the 
tnoffolemn  Office  is  performed  for  thii  Repofe  of  the  Dead. 

E  hallow'd  bells,  whofe  voices  thro'  the  air 
The  awful  fummoos  of  affliclion  bear  : 
Ye  flovvly-vvaving  banner:;  cf  the  dead. 
That  o  er  yon  akar  your  dark  horrors  fpread  : 
Ye  curtain'd  lamps,  whofc  mitigated  ray 
Carts  round  the  fane,  a  piile,  reluftant  day: 
Ye  walls,  ye  fhnnes,  by  inelanchoiy  dreih 
Well  do  ye  fuit  the  faJhion  of  my  breaft  \ 
Have  1  not  loft  what  lanj^uage  can't  unfold. 
The  form  of  valour  cad  in  Beauty's  noouid  I 
Th'  inirepid  youth  the  path  of  battle  tried. 
And  foremoft  in  the  hour  of  peril  died. 
Nor  was  I  prefent  to  bewail  his  fate. 
With  pity's  lenient  voice  to  foothe  his  Hate, 
To  watch  his  looks,  to  read  while  death  Hood  by. 
The  laft  expreffion  of  his  parting  ey«. 

But  othf  duiies,  other  cares  impend. 
Cares  that  beyond  the  iiiournful  grave  extend  : 
Now,  now  1  view  conven'd  the  pious  train, 
Whofe  bofom  forrows  at  another's  pain. 
While  recolleftion  pleafingly  ieverc 
Waker  for  the  awful  dead  the  filent  tear. 
And  piftures  (^s  to  each  her  fway  extends) 
The  facred  forms  of  lovers,  parents,  friends. 
Now  Charity  a  fiery  feraph  Itands 
Befide  yon  altar,  with  uplifted  hands. 

Yet,  can  this  high  folemnity  of  grief 
Yield  to  the  youth  I  love  the  wifli'd  relief? 
Thefe  rites  of  death — Ah  !  what  can  they  avail  } 
Honorius  died  beyond  the  hallow'd  pale. 
Plung'd  in  the  gulph  of  fear — diilrefsful  ftate  ! 
My  anxious  mind  dares  not  enquire  his  fate : 
Yet  why  defpond?  cou'd  one  flight  error  roll 
A  flood  of  poifon  o'er  the  healthful  foul  ? 
Had  not  thy  virtues  full  fufficing  pow'r 
To  clear  thee  in  the  dread  recording  hour? 
Did  they  before  the  judge  abalh'd  remain? 
Did  ihey,  weak  advocates,  all  plead  in  vain? 
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By  love,  by  piety,  by  reafon  taught. 
My  roiil  revolts  at  the  blafpheming  thought : 
Sure  in  the  breall  to  pure  religion  true, 
Where  Virtue's  templed,  God  is  templed  too. 

Then  while  th'  augull  proceflion  moves  along, 
'Midlt  fvvelling  organs,  and  the  pomp  of  fong ; 
While  the  dread  chaunt,  IHII  true  to  Nature's  laws. 
Is  deepen'd  by  the  terror-breathing  paufe; 
While  'midlt  encircling  clouds  of  incenfe  lofl 
The  trembling  prielt  upholds  x.hc /acred  ho/i  % 
Amid  thefe  fcenes  Ihall  1  forget  my  fuit  f 
Amid  thefe  fcenes  lliall  I  alone  be  mute  i 
Nor  to  the  footlleps  of  the  throne  above 
Breathe  the  warm  requiem  to  the  youth  I  love  ? 

Now  filence  reigns  along  the  gloorry  fane. 
And  wraps  in  dread  repofe  the  paufing  llrain  : 
When  next  it  burits  my  humble  voice  I'll  join, 
Difclofe  my  trembling  wifli  at  Mercy's  flirine. 
Unveil  my  anguiih  to  the  throne  above. 
And  figh  the  requiem  to  the  youth  I  love. 

— Does  fancy  mock  me  with  a  falfe  delight. 
Or  does  fome  hallow'd  vifion  cheer  my  fight  ? 
Methinlcs,  emerging  from  the  gloom  below, 
Th'  immortal  fpirits  leave  the  houfe  of  woe  ! 
Inlhrin'd  in  Glory's  beams  they  reach  the  fcy, 
"While  choral  fongs  of  triumph  burft  from  high! 
See,  at  the  voice  of  my  accorded  pray'r. 
The  radiant  youth  afcend  the  fields  of  air  I 
Behold  ! — He  mounts  unutterably  bright, 
Cloath'd  in  the  fun-robe  of  unfading  light ! 
Applauding  feraphs  hail  him  on  his  way, 
/i.nd  lead  him  to  the  gates  of  everlafting  day. 
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philological   Inquiries ;     hy     jSmes 
Harris,  Ej^\   2  -vols.   Z-vc. 

IN  an  eminent  rank  amongfl: 
the  productions  of  this  yea;  is 
a  treatiie,  entitled,  Philological  In- 
quiries, by  the  celebrated  author 
of  Hermes.  A  performance  of 
fchls  kind  appears  to  be  moft  fait- 
able  to,  and  what  might  naturally 
have  been  expedled  from  the  clofe 
of  a  life,  fpenc  in  the  purfuit  of 
knowledge,  and  in  habits'of  deep 
and  fpeculative  difquifuions.  It 
is  principally  converfant  with  cri- 
tical and  hiftorical  reflections,  and 
implies  rather  a  judicial  review  of 
acquirements  already  made,  than 
a  iaborious  invefligaticn  of  new 
fubjefis  :  it  embraces  a  wide  com- 
pafs  of  learning,  and  abounds  in 
a  variety  of  fuch  deep  and  philo- 
fophical  remarks,  as  difplay  the 
fblidity  and  pcnetr.uion  of  a  judg- 
ment, evidently  formed  in  the 
fchool  of  Ariftotle. 

It  has  been  frequently  and  juft- 
\y  regretted,  that  a  depth  of  eru- 
dition is  bv  no  means  the  greatJi 
praife  of  modern  wrirings  ;  and 
that  it  is  more  the  fafliion,  perhaps 
from  a  v^in  affedation  of  origina- 
lity, to  admire  the  illegitimate 
produclions  of  fancy,  than  to  re^ 
cur  for  juft  principles  to  the  pure 
models  of  antiquity.     This  gene- 
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ral  failure,  and  contempt  for  an- 
tient  literature,  Mr.  Harris  wifli- 
ed  earr.eftly  to  remove,  and  it  it 
to  be  hoped  he  has  laboured  with 
fome  degree  of  fuccefs,  efpecially 
when  we  ccnnder  the  great  popu- 
larity of  his  writings,  although 
profeffedly  founded  upon  the  Greek 
philofophy,  and  imitative  in  a  clofe 
degree  of  the  manner  of  Ariftotle  : 
indeed  it  is  the  opinion  of  fome, 
that  in  this  lad  inttance  he  has 
gone  further  than  the  genius  of 
the  Englifh  language  feems  to  ad- 
mit. However,  any  peculiarity  of 
this  fort  is  abundantly  compen- 
fated  by  an  accuracy  and  precificn 
peculiar  to  himielf;  and  if  our 
ingenious  author  hath  not,  upoa 
this  occafion,  entered  fo  deeply 
into  logic  and  meiaphyfics,  as  he 
has  done  in  his  former  more  ela- 
borate prod  unions,  it  is  to  be  re- 
membered that  the  nature  of  the 
prefent  woik  did  not  demand  it  ; 
and  it  is  a  circumltance  fo  far  in 
its  favour,  that  it  is  thereby  ren- 
dered of  more  general  ufe,  as  it 
profcffes  to  inllruft  by  example, 
and  not  by  dcmonitration,  and 
exhibits  a  feries  of  conclufidns,  ra- 
ther than  the  principles,  upon 
which  thofe  conclufions  are  found- 
ed. 

That  happy  method  of  arrange- 
ment which  diAinguifhes  the  work; 

of 
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of  Mr.  Harris,  is  perhaps  no  where 
more  eminently  difcoverable  than 
in  this  treatife  :  in  it  he  has  in- 
troduced a  great  variety  of  fub- 
jt'dls.  and  by  an  eafy  mode  of 
iranfition  has  reconciled  and  re- 
duced to  a  fyftem  and  to  an  c^ity 
of  delign  matters,  which,  if  confi- 
dered  in  a  fepara'a  view,  would 
appear  of  a  nature  perfectly  extra- 
neous. The  author's  own  words 
will  convey  to  the  reader  the  mod 
adequate  idea  of  the  plan  of  his 
work, 

"  The  treatife,  which  foUows, 
"  is  of  the  philological  kind,  and 
"  will  confilt  of  three  parts,  pro- 
**  perly  diiHnft  from  each  oihcr. 

•'  1  he  firit  will  b-.-  an  invelli- 
"  gation  of  the  rife  and  diiFerent 
*•  fpecies  of  criticifm,  and  cri- 
"  tics. 

*'  The  fecond  will  be  an  illuf- 
"  tration  of  critical  doOrines  and 
"  principles,  as  they  appear  in 
"  diftinguifred  authorSj  as  well 
**  antient  as  modern. 

"  The  third   and   lafl  part  will 
"   be    rather  hiflorical    than   criti- 
**  cal,  being  an  Efiay  on  the  Taile' 
'*  and    Literature  of   the    middle 
*'  Age." 

In  fpeaking  of  the  oiioin  of 
criticifm  he  illultrates  his  doclrine 
by  a  very  appofite  aRd  fublinie 
analogy. — "  As  the  great  events 
"  of  nature  led  men  to  admira- 
**  tion,  io  curiolity  to  learn  the 
♦*  caufe,  whence  luch  events 
•*  ftiould  arife,  was  that,  which, 
''  by  due  degrees,  formed  natural 
"  philofophy.  What  happened 
*'  in  the  natural  world,  happen- 
"  ed  alfo  in  the  literary.  Exqui- 
'*  fite  produdions  both  in  profe 
"  and  \cr\'e  induced  men  /jere 
"  likcwjfe  to  feek  the  caufc  ;  aad 


"  fuch  inquiries,  often  repealed, 
•'   gave  birth  to  philology. 

"  Fhilology  Ihould  hence  appear 
*•  to  be  of  a  moil  comprehenfive 
"  character,  and  to  include  not 
"  only  all  accounts  both  of  criti- 
"  cifm  and  critics,  but  of  tvery 
"  thing  connected  with  letters, 
•'  be  it  fpeculative,  or  hillori- 
♦*  cal." 

Agreeable  to  this  introdiiiflion, 
he  diiiinguiihes  the  general  word 
criticifm,  by  three  different  fpe- 
cies J — the  Philo/ophical,  the  Hijls^ 
rical,  and  the  Correcii've.  Cjr 
the  Phtlo/cphical,  he  means  **  that 
original  criticifm,  which  is  a 
deep  and  philofophical  fearch  into 
the  primary  laws  and  elements 
of  good  writing,  as  far  as  they 
could  be  collected  from  the  moll 
approved  perform:inces." 

To  prove  that  this  fpecies  of 
criticifm  was  fubfequent  to,  and 
not  produdive  of  the  firft  good 
writing  ;  that  there  niuH:  have 
been  good  authors  who  made  the 
firlt  good  critic?,  and  not  critics 
who  made  the  firfi:  good  authors, 
Mr.  Harris  argues  thus.  *•  Can 
"  we  doubt  that  men  had  mufic, 
**  fuch  indeed  as  it  was,  before 
"  the  principles  of  harmony  wtrc 
*'  eftablilhed  into  afcience.'*  that 
"  difeafes  were  healed  and  build- 
**  ings  ere(ited  before  medicine, 
*'  and  archittdure  were  fyllema- 
"  tJzed  into  arts  ?  that  men  rea- 
*'  foned  and  harangued  upon  mat* 
*'  fers  of  fpeculation  and  pradice, 
"  long  before  there  were  profeii 
"  teachers  of  logic  or  rhetoric  ?" 

He  accounts  for  the  origin  of 
the  fecond  fpecies,  or  the  hijiorical^ 
in  a  manner  the  molt  fatisfatffcry. 

«•  vVe  know  from  experience, 

"  that  \\\  progrcTs  of  time,    lan- 
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guages,  cufloms,  manners,  lavvs,  down  as  the  foundation  of  all  crl- 
govtrnment,  and  religions  tical  knowledge  or  talte,  is,  to 
change.  The  Macedonian  ty-  feck  the  caufe  or  rea/on,  as  often 
ranny,  after  the  fatai  battle  of  as  we  feel  the  works  of  art  and 
Chr»ronca,  wrought  much  of  ingenuity  affet^l  us.  A  variety  of 
this  kind  in  Greece;  and  the  iliullrative  inttanccs  are  here  pro- 
Rornan  tyranny  afier  the  fatal  diked,  and  the  principal  effedls 
battles  of  Pharfalia  and  Phi-  of  poetry  and  painting  are  afcrib- 
iippi,  carried  it  throughout  the  ed  to  an  oppofition  of  contrary  in- 
kriovvn  world.  Hence  there-  cidcnts,  or  to  an  accumulation  of 
fore  of  things  obfolete,  the  many  that  are  fjmilar  and  conge- 
names  became  obfolete  alfo, —  x\\A.  Examples  of  the  eiFecls 
and  authors  who  in  their  own  ariisng  both  from  oppofition  and 
age  were  intelligible  and  eafy,  combination  of  incidents,  are  tak- 
in  after  days  grew  difficult  and  en  from  the  works  of  the  beft 
obicure.  Here  then  we  be-  poets  and  painters,  and  ftand  as 
hold  the  rife  of  a  fecond  race  tefis  of  the  truth  of  the  principles 
of    critics,    the    tribe    of   fcho-  themfelves.    , 

liafti-,    commentators,    and    ex-  Ariftotie's  definitions  of  a  whole 

p'ainers."  and  its  parts  are  followed' by  Mr. 

V/ith    regard  to  the    third  and  Harris,   and   are    treated   as  ellen- 

remaining  fpecies  of  criiicifm,    it  tials   to  the  conllituting  of  a  legi- 

is    oblerved,    that    as    all    anticnt  timate  work.     But    here    our    au- 

books  were  preferved  by  traafcrip-  thor    goes    further  than    his  great 

tion,  they  wcxc  liable  through  ig-  guide  and    mailer,    and   maintains 

rioraiice,   negligence,    or  fraud    to  that  this  theory  is  perfectly  3ppli- 

be  corrupted    either    by  retrench-  cable  and  e/l'ential  to  the  m,ir.uteft 

ings,   by  additions,  or  alterations,  works,  as  well  as  to  an  epic  poem  ; 

- — To  remedy   thefe  evils,  a  third  in  fiippon  of   which   pojGdon,    an 

fort  of   criticifm    arofe,    and   that  argument  is    drawn  from    Nature 

was  the  Criticifm  Corre^i'ue.      The  herftlf,   which  Art  is   faid    to  imi- 

bu/njefs  of  this  fpecies  was  to  col-     tatc. "   Not  only  the  univerfe 

late  all  the  various  copies  of  au-  is  ore  iiupendous  whole,  but  fuch 
thority,  and  from  the  variety  of  alfo  is  a  tree,  a  ihrub,  a  flower; 
difrcrent  readings  in  fuch  copies,  fuch  thofe  things,  which,  without 
to  efiablifn  by  good  reafons  either  the  aid  ofglafles,  even  efcape  our 
the  true,  or  moll  probable  otie.  perception" — ^alis  ab  incepte 
In  treating  thefe  three  dillinft  fimphx  duntaxat  et  unum,  is  a  rule, 
branches  of  general  criticifm,  our  according  to  Mr.  Harris,  applica- 
author  has  accurately  developed  ble  to  every  literary  produclion, 
their  rife  and  progrefs,  from  the  of  whatever  ftamp  or  charafter. 
eariicft  ages  of  antiqui'y  to  the  In  purfuing  this  Inquiry,  he  is 
preftnt  times.  led  to  the  confideration  of  Senti- 
In  the  iecond  part  of  the  work,  ment,  and  as  Sentiment,  and 
the  author,  agreeable  to  his  plan.  Manners,  naturally  rife  out  of  the 
illullr.ues  feveral  critical  princi-  fable  in  dramatic  writings,  he 
pies,  as  they  appear  in  diilinguifti-  proceeds  to  a  difcuifition  concern- 
ed authors,  as  well  antient,  as  ing  the  Drama,  adopting  the  Ari- 
modrn.      The    maxim    he     lays  ilotelic  divifioa  Oi  it  iiuo  its  four 
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great  conflituent  parts — the  Fable 
—  the  Manners — the  Sentlmen: — 
and  the  Diction  :  to  thefe  may  be 
added  the  Icenery  and  the  mulic. 
Of  each  of  thefe  he  treats  feverally 
and  at  large,  and  concludes  the 
Second  part  of  his  work  with  a  vin- 
dication of  rules  in  opporition  to 
thofe,  who  arfirm  that  they  cramp 
Genius,  and  abridge  it  of  certain 
principles. 

The  third  and  laft  part  of  thefe 
inquiries  is  an  Effay  cm  the  TaAe 
and  Literature  of  the  middle  Age; 
a  period  of  near  a  thoufand  years, 
and  comprizing  the  interval  be- 
tween the  fall  of  the  Wcfkrn  or 
Latin  empire  in  the  fifth  century, 
and  the  Eailern  or  Grecian  in  the 
fifteenth. 

There  are  three  clafles  of  men 
confpicuous  during  this  dark  in- 
terval—  the  Byzantine  Greeks — 
the  :5aracens  or  Arabians^-and  the 
Latins  or  Franks,  inhabitants  of 
Weltern  Europe.  F.ach  of  thefe 
clafles  is  in  the  prelent  work  con- 
fidered  apart,  and  the  whole  dif- 
quifition  isjudicioufly  interfperfed 
with  a  variety  of  hillorical  anec- 
dotes, and  fpecimens  of  manners 
which  betides  being  entertaining, 
moll  exadtly  and  bell  exhibit  the 
charaiSter  of  the  times. 

Our  author  gives  the  precedence 
in  this  inquiry  to  the  Greeks  of 
C'onftantinople,  and  bellows  the 
higheft  encomiums  on  the  ufeful 
labours  of  Siniplicius  and  Ammo- 
nius,  Greek  authors  who  llourifli- 
ed  at  Athens  during  the  fixth  cen- 
tury. They  are  both  well  known 
fur  their  valuable  comments  on 
Arillotle.  Mr.  Harris  fays,  it  is 
difficult  to  determine,  to  what  age 


we  Ihall  adjud2;e  the  two  philcTo- 
phers  juil  mentioned  ;  "  wheth<  r, 
to  ule  his  own  words,  to  the  cotn- 
mencement  of  a  bafer  age,  or  ra- 
ther, if  we  regard  their  merit,  to 
the  concIuHon  of  a  purer.  If  we 
arrange  them  with  the  conclullon, 
it  is  as  Brutus  and  Caffius  were 
called  the  lait  of  the  Romans." 

In  this  part  of  his  work  our  au- 
thor is  led  into  a  digrelllon,  appa- 
rently from  his  pure  veneratioa 
and  love  for  the  fubjeft  of  it,  ia 
which  he  gives  a  Ihorc  hiilorical 
account  of  Athens*.  He  traces, 
with  the  fpirit  and  accuracy  of  a 
perfon  concerned,  the  good  and 
bad  fortune,  the  political  and  li- 
terary Itace  of  that  once  (iourilh-  , 
ing  feat  of  letters  and  of  elegance, 
from  the  time  of  her  Perfiaa 
triumphs  to  that  of  her  becoming 
fubjecl  to  the  Turks.  He  thea 
refumes  the  thread  of  his  llory,  and 
gives  us  a  long  lilt  of  Byzantine 
fcholars,  with  critical  remarks  oti 
their  works.  Much  praife  is  be- 
fiowcd  on  Suida?,  Stobaius,  Pho- 
tius  and  others,  who  were  the  re- 
maining luminaries  of  a  darker 
age  ;  to  v.'hole  labours  and  inge- 
nuity the  caufe  of  letters  is  much 
indebted  for  the  prefervacion  and 
illullratum  of  fcveral  precious  re- 
mains of  antiquity. 

In  the  detail  of  this  period  we 
trace  the  giadual  decline  of  hu- 
manity and  good  letters;  althougti 
.nn  extract  given  by  our  author 
fiom  the  lliilory  of  Nicetas  the 
Chroniaie  proves,  that  a  talle  fof 
the  fine  arts  had  not  entirely  de- 
ferted  the  imperial  city  even  ia 
the  thirceenih  century.  This  hif- 
torian  very  feelingly    laments   the 


*   Seep.  148 — 163  ot  this  volume   (id   Pait),  where  thi*  account  is   jnlcrted, 
and  alfo  two  vjih«r  txtr;:£i5  from  our  au:hor. 

violence 


290        ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1781. 


violence  committed  upon  fevera) 
noble  ftatues  by  the  Barbarians  of 
Baldwyn's  crufade  in  1205,  pa'-tl- 
cularly  upon  one  of  molt:  exquilite 
workman/hip  reprefenting  Helen. 
— Thefe  teliimonies  of  a  fenfe  of 
refinement,  and  of  a  knowledge  of 
the  Arts  being  extant  among  the 
Greek?,  are  carried  to  a  ftil!  larer 
period,  almoft  until  the  fatal  time 
when  Conftantinople  was  taken  by 
the  Turks.  Our  author  obferves, 
that  New  Rome,  or  Conllantino- 
ple,  fubfjiied  from  its  foundation 
to  its  capture,  nearly  the  fame 
number  of  years  with  Old  Rome  ; 
and  that  between  Romulus,  the 
founder  of  Old  Rome,  and  the  Go- 
thic Alaric,  who  took  it,  was  an 
interval  of  about  elev'^if  hundred 
years;  and  that  there  Vas  nearly 
the  fame  interval  between  Conftan- 
tine  and  Mahomet  the  Great. 

Happily  for  mankind  the  fate 
of  literature  was  not  compleatly 
involved  with  that  of  Conitantino- 
ple.  For  the  number  of  learned 
Greeks,  which  this  event  drove 
into  the  weftern  parts  of  Europe; 
the  favour  and  proteclion  of  the 
popes,  and  of  the  family  of  the 
Medici,  together  v  ith  the  recent 
invention  of  printing.,  tended  to 
promote  the  caufe  of  knowledge 
and  of  talle,  and  to  put  things 
into  that  train,  in  which,  adds 
cur  author,  we  hope  they  may 
long  continue. 

'1  he  fecond  clafs  of  Geniufts 
during  the  midd'e  age  recorded 
in  this  work,  includes  the  Ara- 
bians or  Sar^icens  :  they  are  re- 
prelented  to  have  been  originally 
an  ignorant  race  of  mortals,  as  is 
amply  demonllr^ied  by  the  demo- 
lition  of  the  famous  library  at 
Alexsndria,  and  by  other  fla- 
grant inftances  of  the  moft  ftupid 


bsr'oarity.  However,  philofophy 
and  a  talle  for  the  arts  having  onctf 
gained  admittance  to  this  people, 
foft^ned  by  degrees  their  native 
wiidncfj  to  an  eminent  pitch  of  ci- 
vilization and  humanity. 

Mr.  Harris,  fpeaking  of  Alman- 
zar,  who  was  the  firft  of  the  race 
of  the  Abaffida?,  lays,  "  that  he 
was  not  only  a  great  conquerorj 
but  a  lover  of  letters  and  of  learned 
men.  It  was  under  him  that  Ara- 
bian literature,  which  had  been 
at  fi'ft  confined  to  medicine,  and 
a  few  other  branches,  was  extend- 
ed to  fciences  of  almoft  every  de- 
nomination." In  another  place, 
'*  The  rapid  viflories  of  thefe 
eailern  conquerors  foon  carried 
their  empire  from  Ada  even  into 
the  remote  regions  of  Spain.  Let- 
ters followed  them  as  they  went. 
Plato,  Ariftotle,  and  their  beft 
Greek  commentators  were  foon 
tranflated  into  Arabic;  (o  were 
Euclid,  Archimedes,  Apollorius, 
Diophantu?,  and  other  Greek 
mathematicians;  fo  Hippocrates, 
Galen,  and  the  beft  proltflbrs  of 
medicine  ;  fo  Ptolemy,  and  the 
noted  writers  on  aftronomy.  The 
ftudy  of  thefe  prod  jced  ethers  like 
them  ;  .produced  others,  who  not 
only  explained  them  in  Arabic 
co.mments,  but  compofed  them- 
felves  c.iginal  pieces  upon  the  fame 
principles." 

This  detail  gives  us  a  high  opi- 
nion of  the  variety  and  extent  of 
their  learning,  and  particularly  of 
their  poetry,  which  they  cultivated 
with  ardour  and  fuccefs.  We  have 
likewife  in  this  work  feveral  fani- 
ples  of  their  manners,  tending  upon 
the  whole  to  imprefs  upon  the  read- 
er favourable  ideas  of  the  hofpita- 
lity,  bravery,  affability,  and  jullice 
of  this  people. 

The 
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The  Latins  or  Franks,  which 
are  included  in  the  third  and  lall 
clafs  which  our  author  gives  an 
account  of,  exhibit  a  melancholy 
view  of  ignorance  and  fupentition. 
To  ufe  Mr.  Harris's  own  words, 
"it  wasliterally  the  age  of  Monkery 
and  Legends;  of  Leotine  verfe  ; 
(that  is  of  bad  Latin  put  into 
rhime)  of  projects  to  decide  truth 
by  plough-fhares  and  battoons;  of 
crufades  to  conquer  infidels  and 
extirpate  heretics,  &c." 

"  However,  amongll  thethicked 
of  this  gloom,  gleams  of  light,  and 
geniufes  fuperior  to  all  diiiiculties, 
frequently  darted  forth,  and  anti- 
cipating the  common  progrefs  of 
nature,  refcued  even  thofe  times 
from  the  charge  of  an  entire  wane 
of  learning  or  talie." 


^'ke  Hiflory  of  Englijh  Poetry^  from 
the  Cioje  of  the  EU-venth  to  the 
Commencement  of  the  Eighteenth 
Century.  To  nx;h.>ch  are  pre  fixe  J 
T'wo  DiJJertations  :  1 .  On  the 
Origin  of  Romantic  Fi£tion  in 
Europe.  2.  On  the  Intrcctudion 
tf  Learning  into  England.  Vo- 
lume in.  Ato.  To  this  Volume  is 
prefixed  a  third  Dijfertation,  on  tf^ 
Gefta  Romanorum.  By  Tho- 
mas Warton,  B-  D.  Ftlloiu  rf 
Trinity  College ^  Oxford,  and  of 
the  Society  of  ^Antiquaries,  and 
late  Profeffor  of  Poetry  in  the 
Vniverfiy  of  Oxford. 

F  the  two  preceding  volumes 
of  this  work,  we  have  given 
an  account  in  our  Annual  Regiiler 
for  17 ;8,  in  which  the  Author  has 
brought  the  hillory  of  our  poetry 
down  to  the  beginning  of  the  fix- 
teenth  century. 

iVJuch  labour  and  fagacity,  qua. 


lities  which  Mr.  Warton  feems  to 
pofTefs  in  an  eminent  degree,  were 
necefi"ary  to  en:er  into  an  invcfti- 
gation  of  To  intricate  a  nature  as 
that  of  our  poetry  in  her  rude  and 
gothic  Hate.  It  is  th.-cugh  the 
minute  changes  of  manners,  ha- 
bits, and  cultoms,  that  we  mull 
trace  her  progrefs,  in  order  to 
catch  her  ruling  features  and  cha- 
raclef,  during  the  different  periods 
of  her  improvement.  Nor  mufl; 
we  expect  co  find  in  her,  frequent 
or  llriking  alteratior.s.  For  from 
the  day  of  funHiine  which  Chaucer 
beitov\ed  upon  us,  to  the  time  of 
the  Reformation,  our  poetry  gain- 
ed- but  little  ground.  Not  that 
our  ancellors  during  this  interval 
were  totally  ignorant  of  the  learo- 
ed  languages,  or  of  rhofe  models  of 
antiquity  which  afterwards  wrought 
fo  marvellous  a  change;  but  be- 
caufe  they  were  fo  overwhelmed 
with  fophiftry,  fi2perftition,  and 
with  that  extravagant  mode  of 
thinking  which  accompanied  the 
romantic  and  credulous  temper  of 
the  times,  that  the  purer  fources  of 
antiquity, and  the  humaniores  lit  era , 
were  overpowered  and  loll  in  the 
vortex. 

To  the  volume  now  before  us, 
which  contains  the  hillory  of  our 
poetry  from  the  commencement  to 
the  ciofe  of  the  fixteenth  century,, 
our  author  has  prefixed  a  difler- 
tation  on  a  Latin  compilation  of 
tales  and  legends,  entitled  Gesta 
RjMAKORUM,  wrote  by  Pctrui 
Berchofiui,  or  PtUr  Bercheur,  a  na- 
tive of  Poitou,  and  who  died  prior 
oi  the  BendJi(ftine  convent  of  St. 
Eloi  at  Paris,  in  the  year  1362. 
The  account  our  nuthor  gives  us 
of  this  work  is  as  follows. 

"  The  GssTA  RoMANOsuvf 
were  fir:"t  printed  without  date,  but 
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as  it  is  fiippofed  before  or  about  the 
year  14.73,   in  folio,  with  this  title, 

Jncipiunt     HtSTORIE      NoTABILns 

collede  ex  G  est  is  Roma  nor  UM 
et  quibujdam  aliis  libris  cum  appli- 
cationibus  eorundem* .  This  edition 
has  one  hundred  and  fifty-two 
chapters,  or  gests,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  fevenceen  leaves  f .  It  is 
in  the  Gothic  letter,  and  in  two 
columns.  The  firft  chapter  is  of 
King  Pompey,  and  the  laft  of 
prince,  or  king,  Cleonicus.  The 
initials  are  wriiten  in  red  and  blue 
ink.  This  edition,  flightly  muti- 
lated, is  among  Biihop  Tanner's 
printed  books  in  the  Bodleian  li- 
brary. The  reverend  and  learned 
Dodor  Farmer,  Mafter  of  Ema- 
nuel college  in  Cambridge,  haa 
the  fecond  edition,  as  it  feems, 
printed  at  Louvain,  in  quarto, 
the  iame  or  the  fublequent  year, 
by  John  de  Weftfalia,  under  the 
title.    Ex    Gestis    Romakorum 

HiSTORIE  NOTABILES  de  "jicilS 
'virtulibujque  trad  antes  cum  applicam 
tionibus  moralijatis  et  7nyfttcis.  And 
with  this  colophon,  GtsTA  Ro- 
ma n  o  r  u  M  cum  quzbufdam  aliis 
HiSTORjis  eijdem  annexis  ad  mo- 
ra litates  dilucide  redaiia  hie 
Jinem  habent.  ^ua,  diligenier  cor- 
reilis  a'.itrttm  viciis,  impiejjit  joan- 
ties  de  14  ejffalia  in  alma  Vni-vtrjitutt 
howjanienji.  It  has  one  hundred 
and  eighty-one  chapters  J.  That 
is,    twenty-nine    Kore    than    are 


contained  in  the  former  edition  i 
the  firit  of  the  additional  chapter* 
being  the  ilory  of  Antiochus,  or 
the  fubftance  of  the  romance  of 
Apollomus  of  Tyre.  The 
initials  are  inferred  in  red  ink  ||. 
Another  toilowed  foon  afterwards, 
in  quarto.  Ex  Gestis  Romako- 
rum Hijiorie  notabiles  nioralizat^, 
per  Girardum  Lieu,  Goud/e,  1480. 
'J'he  next  edition,  with  the  ufe  of 
which  I  have  bf  en  politely  favour- 
ed by  George  Mafon,  Efquire,  of 
Aldenham -Lodge  in  Hertford- 
fhire,  was  printed  in  folio,  and  in 
the  year  1488,  with  this  title, 
Gesta  Rhomanorum  cum  Jp- 
plicationibus  morali/atis  et  mijiicis. 
The  colophon  is.  Ex  Gestis 
RoMANORUM  cum  plurtbus  afpli- 
catis  Hifioriis  de  'virlutibus  et  njiciis 
myjiice  ad  intelh^um  tran£~umptis 
RicoUeclorii  Jinis.  Anno  nre  Jaiutis 
MCCCCLXXX  Viij  kalendas  aiero  fe- 
hruarii  xviij.  A  general,  and 
alphabetical  table,  are  fubjoined. 
The  book,  which  is  printed  in 
two  columns,  and  in  the  Gothic 
character,  abounding  wiih  abbre- 
viations, contains  ninety  -  three 
leaves.  The  initials  are  written 
or  fiourilhed  in  red  and  blue,  and 
all  the  capitals  in  the  body  of  the 
text  are  miniated  with  a  pen. 
There  were  many  other  later  edi- 
lions§.  I  mull  add,  that  the  Gesta 
RoiJANORUM  were  tranflated  into 
Dutch,  fo  early  as  the  year  i4»4. 


*  Much  the  fame  title  occurs  to  a  nianuicript  ot  this  work  in  the  Vatican, 
•'  Hiitorias  Notabiles  colkftic  ex  Geltis  Romaiiorum  et  quibufdam  ahis  libris 
*'  cum  explicationibus  eorundcm.'"  Moiitfviuc.  Bibl.  Manuscr.  toin.  i. 
png.  17.  Numb.  172. 

t  VVithout  initials,  paging,  fignaturcs,  or  catch-words. 

X  Thefirllisof  King  Pompey,  as  before.  •  The  laft  is  entitled  De  Acvl-* 

TERIO. 

jj   It  has  fignatures  to  K  k. 

^  Foi'  which  lee  li'pr.  vol,  ii.  p.  15. 


There 
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There  Is  an  old  French  verfion  in 
the  Britifh  Mufeum. 

This  work  it  compiled  from  the 
obfclets  Latin  chronicles  of  the 
later  Roman  or  rather  German 
Hory,  heightened  by  romantic  in- 
ventions, from  Legends  of  the 
Saints,  oriental  apologues,  and 
many  of  the  fhorter  fiditious  nar- 
ratives which  came  into  Europe 
with  the  Arabian  literature,  and 
were  familiar  in  the  ao-es  of  i^jno- 
ranee  and  imagination.  The  daf- 
fies are  fometimes  cited  for  autho- 
rities; but  thefe  are  of  the  lower 
order,  fuch  as  Valerius  Maximus, 
Macrobius,  Aulus  Gellius,  Seneca, 
Pliny,  and  Boethiuj.  To  every 
tale  a  Moralis ation  is  fubjoin- 
ed,  reducing  it  into  a  Chriftian  or 
moral  lefTon. 

Moft  6f  the  oriental  apologues 
are  taken  from  the  Cleric alis 
DisciPLiNA,  or  a  Latin  dialogue 
between  an  Arabian  philofopher 
and  Edric  *  his  fon,  never  print- 
ed f,  written  by  Peter  Alphonfus, 
a  baptized  Jew,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  twelfth  century,  and  col- 
Jedled  from  Arabian  fables,  apo- 
thegms, and  examples  |.  Some  are 
alfo  borrowed  fiom  an  old  Latin 
tranllation  of  the  Calilah  u 
Damn  AH,  a  celebrated  fett  of 
eaftern  fables,  to  which  Alphonfus 
was  indebted. 

On  the  whole,  this  is  the  col- 
leftion  in  which  a  curious  enquirer 


might  expefl  to  find  the  original  of 
Chaucer's  Cambufcan ; 

Or,--if  aught  elfe  great  bards  beHJe 
In  fage  and  fol.mn  tunes  iiavu  fung. 
Of  turneys  and  of  trophies  hung, 
Of  forefts  and  inchnntments  drear, 
Where  more;  is  mear.t  than  meets  the  ear  j|>" 

Having  given  this  account  of 
the  Gesta  P.omanorum,  he 
proceeds  to  analyfe  its  contents 
with  great  accuracy,  interfperfmg 
fuch  critical  illuftraticns  and  re- 
marks as  the  different  fubjefts 
feem  to  demand,  either  from  their 
own  importance,  or  from  the  con- 
nexion they  may  have  with  fub- 
fequent  poets.  For  it  is  from  this 
work  of  vifion  and  myftery,  where 
we  frequently  find  Oriental,  Ro- 
man, and  Feudal  hidory  and  cuf- 
toms  clafliing  together  in  the  fame 
flory,  and  where  the  fables  of  the 
dailies  are  often  made  emblemati- 
cal_  of  the  truths  of  the  Chriftian 
religion,  that  we  are  to  look  for  the 
tales  of  Chaucer  and  Boccace. 
Many  of  thefe  legends  feem  to  ex- 
hibit foundations  not  unworthy  of 
the  fuperftruclures  which  were  af- 
terwards raifed  upon  them. 

Having  concluded  this  difTert- 
ation,  Mr.  Warton  proceeds  to 
give  the  hiftory  of  our  poetry  dur- 
ing the  fixteenth  century.  It  was 
about  the  beginning  of  this  pe- 
riod, that  chffical  literature,  which, 
had  been  confined  for  fo  long  a 
time     within    the     cells     of    the 


•  Edric  wn-;  the  name  of  Enoch  among  the  Arabians,  to  whom  thev  attri- 
bute many  fabulous  compoii'.ions.  Herbelot,  in  V,  Lydgate's  Chorle  and 
THE  Bird,  mentioned  above,  is  taken  from  the  Clericalis  DisciPLiNAof 
Alphonfus, 

t  iMSS.  Harl.  3861.  And  in  inany  other  libraries.  It  occurs  in  ol.l 
French  vcrie,  MSS.  DiGB.  86.  membran.  '«  Lc  Koimwrn  da  Perfs  Au)ifjur 
"  coinoit  U  aprijf  et  chajlia  fon  fils  belemerit.'"  [See  Aipr.  vof.  ii.  Emend. "and 
Add.  at  p.  103  ] 

X  See  Tyrvvhitts  Chaucer,  toI.  iv.  p.  315.  feq. 

II   ?»lil',;'.i's  II  PeNSEROSO. 

Vol.  ;vXIV.  O  Monkilh 
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Monkifli  clergy,  began  to  be  more 
generally  diffufed,  and  to  find  its 
way  into  the  company  of  the  laity 
in  general,  but  molt  efpecialiy  of 
thofe  of  the  higheil  rank  and  con- 
iideration.  Henry  the  Eighth,  our 
author  obferves,  was  for  thofe 
times  a  man  of  by  no  means  a  poor 
literary  tafte.  With  the  Italian 
manners  and  cuftoms  Henry  intro- 
duced into  his  court  their  lan- 
guage, and  the  fpirit  of  their  poe- 
try. The  ruder  genius  of  our  own 
xnufe  foon  began  to  take  a  polilh 
in  the  hands  of  Lord  Surrey,  who 
at  once  tranfplanced  into  it  all  the 
grace  and  fwectnefs  of  the  Italian. 
He  was  the  mo!i  graceful  courtier, 
the  moil  refined  poet,  and  the 
moft  gallant  foluier  of  this  reign. 
He  had  formed  himfelf  upon  the 
:nodel  of  Petrarch,  and  in  our  au- 
thor's opinion  confjderably  im- 
proved upon  him.  His  own  words 
are,  *'  In  the  fonnets  of  Surrey, 
we  are  furprifed  to  find  nothing  of 
that  raetapbyfical  call  which  marks 


the  Italian  poets,  his  fuppofed 
mailers,  efpecialiy  Petrarch.  Sur- 
rey's fentiments  are  for  the  moft 
part  natural  and  unafFedted ;  arifing 
from  his  own  feelings,  and  didlated 
by  the  prefent  circumftances.  His 
poetry  is  alike  unembarrafled  by 
learned  all ufions,  or  elaborate  con- 
ceits. If  our  author  copies  Pe- 
trarch, it  is  Petrarch's  better 
manner :  when  he  defcends  from 
his  Platonic  abftraftions,  his  re- 
finements of  paffion,  his  exag- 
gerated compliments,  and  his  play 
upon  oppofite  fentiments,  into  a 
track  of  tendernefs,  fimpUcity, 
and  nature.  Petrarch  would  have 
been  a  better  poet  had  he  been 
a  worfe  fcholar.  Our  author's 
mind  was  not  too  much  overlaid 
by  learning." 

The  following  is  the  poem  a- 
bovementioned,  in  which  he  la- 
ments his  imprifonment  in  Wind- 
for-cadle.  But  it  is  rather  a« 
elegy  than  a  fonnct. 


So  cruel  prifon,  how  coulde  betyde,  alas. 
As  proude  Windfor  *  !  where  I,  in  lull  and  joye  f , 
With  a  kynges  fonne  X  my  childifhe  yeres  did  paffe. 
In  greater  feall  than  Priam's  fonnes  of  Troye. 

Where  eche  fweete  place  returnes  a  talle  full  fewer : 
The  large  grene  courtes  where  we  were  wont  to  hove 
With  eyes  call  up  into  the  mayden's  tower  §, 
Aad  eafie  fighes,  fuch  as  men  drawe  in  love: 


The 


-*  Hg\v  could  the  ftately  cafde  of  Windfor  become  fo  miferable  a  prifon. 

f  In  \inreftrained  gaiety  and  pleafiire. 

X  With  the  young  Dv.ke  of  Richmond. 

H  To   hover,   to  loiter  in  expeelation.     So  Chaucer,   Troil.  Cress.  B.  5. 

yer.  33. 

But  at  the  yate  there  die  fhould  outride 
With  certain  folk  he  lo'viJ  her  t'  abide. 
§  Swift's  jekfi  about  the  maids   of  honour  being  lodged   at  Windfor  in  the 
round  tower,  in  Qjieen  Anne's  time,  is  too  well  known  and  too  indelicate  to 
b:  repeated  here.     But  in  the  prefent  iaftance,  Surrey  fpeaks  loofely  and  poeti- 
cally 


ACCOUNT    OF    BOOKS.         19S 

The  ftately  feates,  the  ladies  bright  of  hewe. 
The  daunces  fhorce,  long  talcs  of  great  delight. 
With  wofdes  and  lookes  that  tigers  coujd  but  rewe  {a); 
Where  ech  of  hs  did  pleade  the  others  right. 

The  palme-play  (^),  where,  difpoyled  for  the  game  (0» 

With  dazed  yies  (</),  oft  we  by  gleams  oflove. 

Have  mill  the  ball,  and  got  fight  of  our  dame. 

To  bayte  {e)  her  eyes  which  kept  the  leads  above  (/). 

The  gravell  grounde  (£),  with  fleves  tied  on  the  helme  (h). 
On  fomyng  horfe,  with  fwordes  and  friendly  hartes ; 
With  cheare  {i)  as  though  one  fliould  another  whelme  (i). 
Where  we  have  fought  and  chafed  cfc  with  dartes. — 

The  fecret  groves,  which  ofte  we  made  refounde 
Of  pleafaunt  playnt,  and  of  our  ladies  praife. 
Recording  ofte  what  grace  (/)  ech  one  had  founde, 
What  hope  of  fpeede  (ot),  what  drede  of  long  delayes. 

The  wilde  foreft,   the  clothed  holtes  (w)  with  grene. 
With  raynes  avayled  {a),  and  f>vifc  y breathed  horfe. 
With  crie  of  houndes,  and  merry  blade-  beiwene 
Where  we  did  chafe  the  fearful  harte  of  force. 


cally  in  making  the  maiden-tower,  the  true  reading,  the  refidence  of  the 
women.  The  maiden-iowcr  was  common  in  other  caftles,  and  means  thi 
principal  tower,  of  the  greatcft  ftrength  and  defence.  MaiDEN  is  a  corruption 
of  the  old  French  Magne,  or  Mayne,  great.  Thus  Maidenhead  (properly 
Maydenhithe)  in  Berkfhire,  fignifies  the  great  port  or  wharf  on  the  river 
Thames.  So  alfo.  May  den-Bradley  in  Wiltihire  is  the  great  BradUy.  The 
old  Roman  camp  near  Dorchelter  in  Dorfetfhire,  a  noble  woik,  i.;  cilleJ  Maideft 
icajile,  the  capital  foitrefs  in  thoie  parts.  We  h?.ve  Maiden -down  in  Somer- 
fetfhire  with  the  fame  (ignification.  A  thoiifand  other  inftances  might  be  given* 
Hearne,  not  attending  to  this  etymolcgy,  ahfurdly  fuppofes,  in  one  of  hi»  Pre- 
faces, that  a  ftrong  baftion  in  the  old  walls  of  the  city  of  Oxford,  called  the 
Maiden-tower,  was  a  prifon  for  confining  the  proftitutes  of  the  town. 

(rt)  Pity,  {b)  At  ball.  (t)  Kendeied  unHt,  or  unable,  to  play. 

(i)  Dazzled  eyes.  {e)  To  tempt,  to  catch. 

(/)  The  ladies  were  ranged  on  the  leads,  or  battlements,  of  the  callle  to  fee 
the  plavt 

(^)  The  ground,  or  area,  was  ftrown  with  gravel,  where  tliey  were  trained 
in  chivalry. 

(A)  At  tournaments  they  fixed  the  fleeves  of  their  miRreffes  on  fome  part  of 
their  armour. 

(i)  Looks.  {k)  Deftroy.  (/)  Favour  with  his  mitbcfs. 

(wj)  Or,  Succefs. 

(;;)  The  holtes,   or  thick  woods,  clothed  in  green.     So  in  another  place  he 
fays,  fol.  3. 

My  fpccled  checks  with  Cupid's  hue. 

That  is,  <«  Checks  fpeckled  with,  Sec." 

O  2  Th« 
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The  wide  vales  {a)  eke,  that  harbourd  us  ech  night, 
'  Wherewith,  alas,  reviveth  in  my  breft 

The  fvveete  accorde  !  Such  flepes  as  yet  delight: 
The  pleafant  dreames,  the  quiet  bed  of  relh 

The  fecret  thoughct?s  imparted  with  rach  iruft  ; 
The  wanton  talke,   the  diveii,  change  of  play; 
The  friendfhip  fworne,  eche  promifc  keot  fo  jufi;, 
"Wherewith  we  paft  the  winter  night  away. 

And  with  this  thought  the  bloud  forfakes  the  face  j 
The  teares  berayne  my  chekes  of  deadly  hewe. 
The  whych  as  fone  as  fobbing  fighs,  alas, 
Upfupped  have,  thus  I  my  plaint  renewe  ! 

*'  O  place  of  blifie,  renewer  of  my  woes ! 

*'  Give  me  accompt,  where  is  my  noble  fere  (i), 

*'  Whom  in  thy  walles  thou  doft  (c)  ech  night  enclofe, 

*'  To  other  leefe  (i),  but  unto  me  mod  dere  1" 

(a)  With  loofened  reins.     So,  in  his  fourth  Aeneid,  the  fleet  is  "  ready  to 
g-'vale*''     That  is,  to  loofen  from  fliore.     So  again,  in  Spencer's  Februarie. 

They  wont  in  the  wind  wagge  their  wiifggle  tayles 
Pcarke  as  a  peacocke,  but  now  it  avales. 

«'  A'oajle  their  tayles,"  to  drop  or  lower.     So  alfo  in  his  December. 

By  that  the  welked  Phebus  gan  avayle 
His  wearie  waine.- 

Anci  in  the  Faerie  Qu^eene,  with  the  true  fpelling,  i.  i.  si.     Of  Nilus. 

But  when  his  latter  ebbs  gins  to  a  VALE. 
To  VALE,  or  aruale,  the  bonnet,  was  a  phrafe  for  lowering  the  bonnet,  or  pull- 
jiig  oft'  the  hat.     The  word  occurs  in  Chaucer,  Tr.  Cress,  lii.  627. 

That  fuch  a  raine  from  heaven  gan  availe. 
And  in  the  fourth  book  of  his  Boethius,  "  The  light  fire  arifeth  into  height, 
•'  and  the  hevis  yerthes  availen  by  their  weightes."  pag.  394.  col.  2.  edit! 
Urr.  From  the  French  verb  avaler,  vvhich  is  from  their  adverb  Aval' 
don^n^vard.  See  alfo  Hearne's  Gloss.  Roe.  Br,  p.  524.  Drayton  ufes 
this  werd,  where  perhaps  it  is  not  properly  undcrfcood.  Ecl.  iv.  p.  14^4, 
f.-tfr.  1753. 

With  that,  fhe  gan  to  vale  her  head, 

Her  cheeks  were  like  the  roles  i-ed. 
But  not  a  v/ord  fhe  faid,  &c. 
Tiiat  is,  flie  did  not  «i;«7,  or  cover,  but  'valed,  held  down  her  head  for  fhame. 

{a)  Probably  the  true  reading  is  ivales  or  nvalls.     That  is,  lodgings,  apart- 
ftif  nts,  he.     Thefe  poems  were  very  cvrryptly  printed  by  Tottel. 

(b)  Companion. 

(.')  We  fhould  read,  diijl. 
\d)  Dear  ta  others,  to  ziU 

<  Eccho, 
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Eccho,  alas,  that  doth  my  forrow  rew  (a), 
Returnes  thereto  a  hollow  founde  of  playnte. 
Thus  I  alone,  where  all  my  freedom  grewe^ 
In  prlfon  pine,  with  bondage  and  reftrainte. 
And  with  remembrance  of  the  greater  greefe, 
To  banifti  th'  leffe,  I  find  my  chief  releef  (^)." 

With  Lord  Surrey  flourilhed  Sir  not  be  thought  improper  to  infert 

Thomas   Wyatt ;   a  man   of  very  here     che    firft    Englifh     pailoral. 

extenfive  knowledge  and  great  ac-  He  fays,  "  From  the  fame  collec- 

quiremencs,  but  as  a  poet,  in  our  tion,  the  following  is  perhaps  the 

author's  opinion,  much  inferior  to  firft  example  in   our  language  now 

the  former.  remaining,   of  the   pure  and   un- 

The  limits  of  this  fhort  account  mixed  paftoral :   and  in  the  erotic 

will  not  allow  us  to  fpeak  of  all  fpecies,  for  eafe  of  numbers,  ele- 

the  various  writers^   who,   accord-  gance  of  rural  allufion,  and  fim- 

ing  to  i"'jr.  Warton,  were  in  efteem  plicity   of   imagery,    excels   every 

about   this    time.     Moft    of    their  thing  of  the  kind  in  Spenfer,  who 

works  are  contained  in  a  mifcella-  is  erroneoully  ranked  as  our  earliell: 

neous  colleAion,  of  which  he  gives  Englifh  busolic.     1  therefore  hope 

a    particular   account.     However,  to   be  pardoned  for  the  length  of 

for   the  following   reafons,   which  the  quotation, 
our  author  himfelf  gives,   it  may 

Phyllida  was  a  faire  mayde. 
As  frefh  as  any  flour; 
Whom  Harpalus  the  herdman  prayde 
To  be  her  paramour. 

Harpalus  and  eke  Corin 
Were  herdmen  both  yfere  (c)  : 
And  Phyllida  could  twift  and  fpin. 
And  thereto  fing  full  clere. 

But  Phyllida  was  all  too  coy 
For  Harpalus  to  v.inne  ; 
For  Corin  was  her  only  joy 
Who  forlt  her  not  a  pinne  {(/). 

How  often  would   ihe  flowers  twine  ? 
How  often  garlandes  triake 
Of  couflips  and  of  co'ambine  ? 
And  al  for  Corin's  fake. 

But  Corin  he  had  hawkes  to  lure. 
And  forced  more  the  ficlde  (e)  ; 
Of  lovers  lawe  he  toke  no  cure. 
For  once  he  was  begiide  {/). 

(«)  Pity.  (/.)  Fol.  «,  7.  (f)  Togrt'rr. 

(./)  Loved  her  not  in  the  leaft.  (e)  Moi-e  engaged  an  held-;poii». 

(j)  Deceived,     Had  once  been  In  love. 

O  3  Harpa1u» 
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Harpalus  prevailed  nought. 
His  labour  all  was  loft; 
For  he  was  fardell  from  her  thought. 
And  yet  he  loved  her  molt. 

Therefore  waxt  he  both  pale  and  leaji^j, 
And  drye  as  clot  {a)  of  clay  ; 
His  fleflie  it  was  con  fumed  cleane. 
His  colour  gone  away. 

Hii  beard  it  had  not  long  be  (have. 
His  heare  hong  all  unkempt  (6)  ; 
A  man  fit  even  for  the  grave. 
Whom  fpitefull  love  had  fpent. 

His  eyes  were  red,  and  all  forewatchcd  (e)g 
Hi.-,  face  Lefpl-ent  with  teares ;  ■  ~  .< 

It  femde  Vnhap  had  him  long  hatched 
In  mids  of  his  difpaires. 

His  clothes  were  blacke  and  alfo  bare. 
As  one  forlorne  was  he: 
Upon  his  head  alwayes  he  ware 
A  wreath  of  wyllow  tree. 

His  bealtes  he  kept  upon  the  hyll 
And  he  fate  in  the  dale  ; 
And  thus  with  fighes  and  forrowes  (hryll 
He  gan  to  tell  his  tale, 
•    •'  O  Harpalus,  thus  would  he  fay, 
*'  Unhappiefl.  under  funne  ! 
'*  The  caufe  or  thine  unhappy  day 
"  By  love  w- s  firft  begunne  ! 

**  For  thou  wentft  firft  by  fute  to  feke 
**  A  tigre  to  make  tame, 
**  That  fettes  not  by  thy  love  a  leeke, 
••  But  makes  thy  giief  her  game. 

"  As  eafy  it  were  to  convert 
'*  The  froft  into  the  flame, 
'    As  for  to  turne  a  froward  hert 
J    Whom  thou  fo  faine  woiildll  frame. 

"  Corin  he  livcth  carelefie, 
"   He  leape?  among  the  leaves  ; 
*'  He  e;  les  the  fruies  of  thy  redrelTe  (</), 
**  Thou  rcapes,  he  takes  the  (heaves. 

**  My  heaftes,  awhile  your  foode  refralne, 
**  And  haik  your  herdfmans  founde  ; 
**  Whc;5!  fpitefull  love,  alas,  hath  flaine 
*•  Tbrough-girt  {e)  with  many  a  wounde  ! 

(a)  Clod.  (b)  Uncombed.  (c)  Over-watched.     Th;:.t  is, 

his.  eyes  were  always  awake,  never  clofed  by  Heep.  (</)  Labour,     Pains. 

(/)  Piuce  through.     So  fol.  113.  infr. 

His  entrails  with  a  laace  thnu^h-girded  quite. 

••  O  happy 


ACCOUNT     OF     BOOKS. 

**  O  happy  be  ye,  beaftes  wilde, 
**  That  here  your  pafiure  takes ! 
*•  I  fe  that  ye  be  not  begilde 
*'  Of  theie  your  faithfull  makes  (a). 

*'  The  hart  he  fedeth  by  the  hinde, 
**  The  buck  hard  by  the  do: 
•'  The  turtle  dove  is  not  unkinde 
"  To  him  that  loves  her  Co. 

*'  But  welaway,  that  nature  wrought, 
•*  Thee,  Phyllida,  fo  fairc  ; 
•'  For  I  may  fay,  that  I  have  bought 
*'  Thy  beauty  all  too  deare  !  &c  {&)." 


IS9 


In  this  part  of  his  work,  Mr. 
Warton  has  inferted  fevera!  extradts 
from  the  manufcript  Romance 
YwAiAN  and  Gawain,  written 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Sixth, 
in  order  to  lay  before  hib  reader  a 
comparative  view  of  our  language 
during  that  period,  and  this  he 
is  now  treating  of,  and  by  fo  do- 
ing the  better  to  iilullrate  the  re- 
fpcdtive  ages  of  fuch  pieces  as  he 
has  already,  or  intends  to  pro- 
duce. 

The  NuTBROWN  Mayde,  and 
the  fatyrical  ballad  called  the 
Tournament  of  Tote n ham, 
are  by  our  author  claffed  under 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  and 
npparently  with  good  reafon,  al- 
though our  antiquarians  have  al- 
ways afcribed  them  to  that  of 
Henry  the  Sixth.  Both  of  thefe 
pieces,  but  more  elpccially  the 
nrft,  bear  llrong  marks  of  that 
diwn  of  genius  and  talte  which 
took  place  during  tliis  period, 
and  the  language  which  it  exhi- 
bits,  is  not  of  that  harlb  and  go- 
riiic  cad  which  charailerifes  the 
poetical  performances  of  Henry 
the  Sixth's  time.  It  is  true  that 
the  NuT-BROWu  Maid  does  not 
c;ontain     any     of    thofe     claliical 


images  and  fanciful  concfiits  which 
the  introduction  of  the  Roman 
poets,  and  the  Italian  models  had 
rendired  fo  abundant;  but  it  is 
equally  true  ;hat  Lord  Surrey,  not- 
vvithllanding  he  refined  our  poetry 
on  theie  very  models,  yet  retained 
a  fimpliciiy  in  his  poems  which 
could  only  be  the  efledt  of  a  judg- 
ment naturnlly  challe  and  correct  ; 
and  it  is  as  reafonable  to  fuppofe, 
that  whoever  wrote  the  Nut- 
brown  Maid  had,  with  the  fame 
advantages,  as  good  and  as  pure  a 
talle  as  Lord  Surrey. 

The  violence  with  which  the 
Reformation  was  carried  on  during 
the  fliort  reign  of  Edward  the 
Sixth,  rendtricd  poetry  fubfervierit 
to  its  view;;  and  intereits,  and  to 
them  alone.  The  charader  and 
fpirit  of  our  compofitions  under- 
went a  conGderable  alteration,  angl 
had  not  tha:  mixture  and  difpky 
of  love  and  galla-itry  in  them  v.-hich 
was  fo  confpicuous  in  the  writings 
of  the  former  n-ign.  The  metri- 
cal -verfion  of  the  Pfalms  ar.d  of 
difFeient  portions  of  the  fcripture, 
became  th;"  only  fubjcds  for  the 
mufe  :  almod  the  whole  of  the 
Old  and  New  'I'cftamcnt  was 
turned  into  vcrfe    by   many  of  our 


(a)  Mates. 


{b)  Fol.  5j. 


O 


reverend 
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reverend  prelates,  and  by  fuch  as 
were  accounted  the  bell  fcholars 
of  their  time. 

The  tranflation  of  the  Bible, 
which  even  during  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  Eighth  was  not  allowed 
but  with  Tiumberiels  reltridions, 
was  now  admitted  into  the  church- 
es, and  into  the  hands  of  the  vulgar 
jn  general — The  effeft  this  tranfla- 
tion had  on  our  language, is  remark- 
ed upon  with  greatjudgmentby  our 
author.  He  fays,  "  I  muft  add 
here,  in  reference  to  my  general 
fubjedt,  that  the  tranflation  of  the 
Bible,  which  in  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward  the  Sixth  was  admitted  into 
the  churches,  is  fuppofed  to  have 
iixed  our  language.  It  certainly 
has  tranfmitted  and  perpetuated 
roany  antient  words  which  would 
othervvife  have  been  obfolete  or 
unintelligible.  I  have  never  feen 
it  remarked,  that  at  the  fame 
time  this  tranflation  contributed 
to  enrich  our  native  Englifh  at 
an  early  period,  by  importing 
and  familiarifing  many  Latin 
words  (a). 

Thefe  were  fuggefted  by  the  La- 
;in  vulgate,  which  was  ufed  as  a 
medium  by  the  tranflators.  Some 
of  thefe,  however,  now  interwoven 
into  our  common  fpeech,  could 
TiOr  have  been  underflcod  by  many 
readers  even  above  the  rank  Qf 
the  vulgar,  when  the  Bible  ftrlt 
appeared  in  Engliili.  Biihop  Gar- 
diner had  therefore  much  lels  rea- 


fon  than  we  now  imagine,  for 
complaining  of  the  too  great  clear- 
nefs  cf  the  tranflation,  when  with 
an  infidious  view  of  keeping  the 
people  in  their  antient  ignorance, 
he  propofed,  that  infte;;d  of  al- 
ways ufing  Englirti  phrafes,  many 
Latin  words  fliould  lli'.l  be  pre- 
ferved,  becaufe  they  contained  aa 
inherent  lignificance  and  a  ge- 
nuine dignity,  to  which  the  com- 
mon tongue  afforded  no  corre- 
fpondent  exprcflions  of  fufficient 
energy  {^)-" 

We  now  come  to  the  reign  of 
Queen  Mary,  during  the  commo- 
tions of  which  was  wrote  A  MiR- 
RouR  FOR  Majistrates,  a 
poem  planned  and  chiefly  execut- 
ed by  Thomas  Sackville,  the  firll: 
Lord  Buckhurfl,  and  Earl  of  Dor- 
fet,  and  which  cur  author  fays, 
illuminates  with  no  common  luftre 
that  interval  of  darknefs  which  oc- 
cupies the  annals  of  Englifli  poetry 
from  Suney  to  Spencer.  As  we 
have,  in  another  part  of  our  Annual 
Regifler  {c),  inferted  Mr.  War- 
ton's  literary  character  of  this  noble- 
man, we  fliall  not  dwell  upon  it 
here,  but  only  add  what  he  fays  of 
the  poem  in  queftion. 

"  About  the  year  1557,  he  form- 
ed the  pl;in  of  a  poem,  in  which 
all  the  illuftrious  but  unfortunate 
charaders  of  the  Englifli  hiftory, 
from  the  conqueit  to  the  end  of  the 
fourteenth  century,  were  to  pafs 
in  review  before  the  poet,  who  de- 


(<?)  More  particularly  in  the  Lf.tin  deiivative  fubflnntives,  fuch  as,  divlnntion, 
perdition,  adoption,  7}:cif!ijej}atio?i,  conjblaticn,  ccr.tribution,  adminiftratio7!,  conj'um- 
jnaticn,  reconciliation,  opiration,  communicaticn,  retribuiicn,  p^-eparation,  immor- 
tality, principality.  Sec.  Sec.  And  in  other  words, /r«/?rflif,  inexcu/able,  tram- 
Jigure.  concupifcence,  Sec.  6cc. 

(b)  Such  as,  Idololatriciy  centritits,  holocc.v.Jla,  facramenium,  ehmenta,  Immila- 
tas,  fstisfadio,  cerc7ncnia,  ahjolutio,  myfierium,  psnUentia,  &c.  See  Gardiner's 
propofals  in  Burnet,  KisT.  Ref.  vol.  i.  B.  iii.  p.  315.  And  Fuller,  Ch. 
Hist.  Book  v.  Cent.  xvi.  p.  238. 

(f)  See  Characters,  p.  14.  cf  this  volume. 

fcends 
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fccnds  like  Dante  into  the  infernal 
region,  and  is  condudled  by  Sor- 
row. Although  a  defcent  into 
hell  had  been  fuggeiled  by  other 
poets,  the  application  of  fuch  a 
fidlon  to  the  prefent  defign,  is  a 
confpicuous  proof  of  genius  and 
even  of  invention.  Every  per- 
fonage  was  to  recite  his  own  mis- 
fortunes in  a  feparate  foliloquy.  But 
Sackville  had  leifure  only  to  finilh 
a  poetical  preface  called  an  In- 
duction, and  one  legend,  which 
is  the  life  of  Henry  Stafford,  Duke 
of  Buckingham.  Relinquifhing 
therefore  the  defign  abruptly,  and 
hallily  adapting  the  clofe  of  his 
rNDUCTiON  to  the  appearance  of 
Buckingham,  the  only  ftory  he 
had  yet  written,  and  which  was  to 
have  been  the  laft  in  his  feries,  he 
recommended  the  completion  of  the 
ivhole  to  Richard  Baldvvyne  and 
George  Ferrers," 
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In  the  induflion  juft  mentioned, 
there  are  many  beautiful,  as  well 
as  grand  and  fublime  parts  :  of  the 
latter  fpecies  is  the  following  ex- 
trad  from  a  part  of  it,  which  Mr. 
Warton  has  inferted,  and  fpeaking 
of  which,  he  ufes  the  following 
words. 

*'  Our  authoj-  appears  to  have 
felt  and  to  have  conceived  with 
true  tafte,  that  very  romantic  pare 
of  Virgil's  Eneid  which  he  has 
here  happily  copied  and  heighten- 
ed. The  imaginary  beings  which 
fate  within  the  porch  of  hell,  are 
all  his  own.  I  muft  not  omit  a 
fingle  figure  of  this  dreadful 
groupe,  nor  one  compartment 
of  the  portraitures  which  are 
feigned  to  be  fculptured  or 
painted  on  the  Shield  of  War, 
indented  nuith  gajhes  detpe  and 
'wide. 


And,  firft,  within  the  porch  and  jaws  of  hell 

Sat  deep  Remorse  of  conscience,  all  befprent 

With  tears  ;  and  to  herfelf  oft  would  fhe  tell 

Her  wretchednefs,  and,  curfing,  never  ftent 

To  fob  and  figh,  but  ever  thus  lament 

With  thoughtful  care;  as  Ihe  that,  all  in  vain. 

Would  wear  and  waile  continually  in  pain  : 

Her  eyes  uniledfall,  rolling  here  and  there, 

Whirl'd  on  each  place,  a-;  place  that  vengeance  brought, 

So  was  her  mind  continually  in  fear. 

Toft  and  tormrnted  with  the  tedious  thought 

Of  thofe  detefted  cri.mes  which  Ihe  had  wrought; 

With  dreadful  cheer,  and  looks  thrown  to  the  Iky, 

Wifhing  for  death,  and  yet  Ihe  could  not  die. 

Next,  faw  we  Dread,  all  trembling  how  he  (hoek. 
With  foot  uncertain,  profer'd  here  and  there  ; 
Benumb'd  with  fpeech  ;  and,  with  a  gaiUy  look, 
Search'd  every  place,  all  pale  and  de.id  for  fear. 
His  cap  born  up  with  flaring  of  his  hair  ; 
'Stoin'd  and  amazed  at  his  own  (hade  for  dread. 
And  fearing  greater  dangers  than  was  need. 


And, 
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And,  next,  within  the  entry  of  this  lake. 
Sat  fell  Revenge,  gnaftiing  her  teeth  for  ire  ; 
Devifing  means  how  (he  may  vengeance  take ; 
Never  in  reft,  'till  (he  have  her  defire  ; 
But  frets  within  fo  far  forth  with  the  fire 
Of  wreaking  flames,  that  now  determines  (he 
To  die  by  death,  or  'veng'd  by  death  to  be. 

When  fell  Revenge,  with  bloody  foul  pretence. 
Had  (how'd  herfelf,  as  next  in  order  (et. 
With  trembling  limbs  we  foftly  parted  thence, 
'Till  in  our  eyes  another  fight  we  met ; 
When  fro  my  heart  a  figh  forthwith  1  fet. 
Ruing,  alas,  upon  the  woeful  plight 
Of  Misery,  that  next  appear'd  in  (ight : 

His  face  was  lean,  and  fome-deal  pin'd  away, 
And  eke  his  hands  confumed  co  the  bone; 
But,  what  his  body  was,  I  cannot  fay. 
For  on  his  carkafs  rayment  had  he  none. 
Save  clouts  and  patches  pieced  one  by  one ; 
With  llafFin  hand,  and  (crip  on  (houlderi  cafl:. 
His  chief  defence  againlt  the  wiQ:ei's  biaft: 

His  food,  for  moft,  was  wild  fruits  of  the  tree, 
Unlefs  fometime  fome  crums  fell  to  his  fliare. 
Which  in  his  wallet  long,  God  wot.  kept  he. 
As  on  the  which  full  caint'ly  would  he  fare  ; 
His  drink,  the  running  llream,  his  cup,  the  bare 
Of  his  palm  clofed  ;  his  bed,  the  hard  cold  ground  : 
To  this  poor  life  was  Misery  ybcund." 


Our  author  com  pares  Dante's 
Inferno  with  Sackville's  Defcent 
into  Htil.  They  have  both  for 
their  fousuat^.on  the  fixth  book  of 
Virgil,  and  iheir  difterent  modes 
cf  treating  the  fubjed,  arife  in  a 
great  meafure  from  the  diiFerent 
periods  at  which  they  wrote. 
Dante  ccmpofed  his  poem  about 
the  year  1310,  and  when  the  fpi- 
rit  of  chivalry  and  romance  was 
a:  the  higheft.  It  is  this  fpirit 
that  renders  many  of  his  fublime 
parts  more  feaiful  and  terrible  by 
infufirg  into  them  an  air  of  n^ylte- 
riculnefs,  and  it  is  the  fame  (pirit 
that  often  exhibits  effedis    of  the 


mod  ridiculous  and  incongruous 
nature,  when  incorporated  with 
the  ideas  of  the  an  dent  clalncs. 
In  treating  the  fofter  pailions 
Dante  is  incomparable:  his  de- 
fcriptions  are  the  moil  natural 
and  graceful  that  can  be  conceiv- 
ed, and  tinclured  with  a  degree  of 
fentiment  and  refinement  (for  the 
fonrce  of  which  we  muft  Icok  to 
chivahy  and  romance}  not  eafily 
to  be  found  in  the  beft  dallical  au- 
thors. 

Sackviile  wrote  about  the  year 
1557,  when  the  models  of  anti- 
quity were  better  underftocd  than 
they  were  ia    Dante's  tiijoe,   and 

whe» 
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,wjicn  they  began  to  have  their 
true  and  genuine  efFed.  His  com- 
pofuions  are  therefore  more  na- 
tural and  correft,  although  infe- 
rior, as  there  are  few  but  are  fo, 
in  point  of  fublimity  to  Dante. 
Mr.  Warton  has  been  particular- 
ly attentive  to  the  works  of  thefe 
two  poets,  not  only  on  account 
of  their  intrinfic  merit,  but  alfo 
from  their  being  the  models  which 
Sp' ncer  and  iVIiiton  afcerwards 
fiudied  with  great  attention. 

During  this  reign  feyeral  criti- 
cal and  rhetorical  works  were  pub- 
lifhed,  and  the  cultivation  of  our 
language  began  to  be  attended  to 
by  men  of  learning. — The  pedan- 
try of  treating  all  fubjeds  in  the 
Latin  tongue  was  firft  broke 
through  by  the  Tcxophilus  of 
Roger  A&am  in  Engliih,  and  by 
fome  regular  fyftcms  of  /ogic  and 
rhetoric  in  the  fame  language,  by 
Thomas  Wilfon,  in  1553,  tutor 
to  Henry  and  Charles  Brandon, 
Dukes  of  Suffolk,  afterwards  fe- 
cretary  of  ftate  and  privy  counfel- 
lor.  We  (hall  not  attempt  to 
follow  our  author  through  a  regu- 
lar account  of  the  writers  of  thefe 
times,  contenting  ourfelves  with 
remarking  only  upon  the  more 
jgrand  and  dccifive  periods  of  the 
improvement  of  our  poetry. 

In  the  beginning  of  Elizabeth's 
reign  appeared  the  play  of  Goa- 
DOBUC,  written  hy  the  fame  Lord 
Buckhurft  we  have  before  fpokt-n 
of.  As  this  is  the  firft  regular 
tragedy  in  our  language,  our  au- 
thor has  given  it  an  attention  be- 
yond what  it  claimed  as  f  rming 
a  part  of  his  fylle.n  :  the  c!v:rac- 
ter  he  gives  of  it  is  as  follows, 

*'   'I'iiat  this  tragedy  was  never 
a  favourite   among    our  anceflr  s 
and  haa   Jong   fallen   into  g.ntrai 


oblivion,  is  to  be  attributed  to 
the  nakednefs  and  uninterelting 
nature  of  the  plot,  the  tedious 
length  of  the  fpecche -,  the  want 
of  a  difcrimination  of  tharadler, 
and  almoft  a  total  abfence  of  pa- 
thetic or  critical  fituations.  It  is 
true  that  a  mother  kills  her  own. 
fon.  But  this  aft  of  barbarous  and 
iinnatural  impiety,  to  fay  nothing 
of  its  almoft  unexampled  atrocity 
in  the  tender  fex,  proceefs  only 
from  a  brutal  principle  of  fuddeu 
and  impetuous  revenge.  It  i; 
not  the  confequcnce  of  any  deep 
machination,  nor  is  it  founded  ia 
a  proper  preparation  of  previous 
circumftances.  She  is  never  be- 
fore introduced  to  our  notice  as  a 
wi.cked  or  defigning  character. 
She  raiirthers  her  fen  Porrex,  be- 
caufe  in  the  commotions  of  a  civil 
dillcnfion,  in  felf-defei.ce,  after 
repeated  provocations,  and  the 
ftrongeft  proofs  of  the  bafeii  in- 
gratitude and  treachery,  he  had 
flain  his  rival  brother,  not  without 
the  deepeft  compunftion  and  re- 
morre  for  what  he  had  done.  A 
mother  murthering  a  fon  is  a  faft 
which  muft  be  received  with  hor- 
ror ;  but  it  requited  to  be  com- 
plicated with  other  motives,  and 
pr.inipted  by  a  co  operation  of 
other  caufes,  to  roule  our  atten- 
tion, and  work  upon  our  pafiions. 
I  do  not  mean  that  any  other  mo- 
tive c  uld  have  been  found,  to 
pa'liate  a  .nuither  of  iuv.h  a  na- 
ture. Yet  it  was  poiiib'e  to 
heighten  and  to  divide  the  diiuefs, 
by  rendering  this  iiioodv  mother, 
under  ihe  notions  of  hutiiiin  frail- 
ty, an  objefl  of  cu-  co.Tipaflion  as 
well  as  of  our  abhorrence.  But 
ptfh.ip-  thefe  artifices  were  not 
)et  k  OAn  or  wanted  The  oc- 
neral  Uury  cf  trc  play  ij  great  in 

it3 
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its  political  confequences  ;  and 
the  leading  incidents  are  import- 
ant, but  not  fufficiently  intricate 
to  awaken  our  curiofity,  and  hold 
us  in  fufpence.  Nothing  is  per- 
plexed, and  nothing  unravelled. 
The  oppofiticn  of  incercits  is  luch 
as  docs  not  afFeft  our  nicer  feel- 
ings. In  the  plot  of  a  play,  our 
pfeafure  arifes  in  proportion  as 
our  expeftation  is  excited. 

Yet  it  muft  be  granted,  that  the 
language  of  Gordoeuc  has  great 
pnrity  and  perfpicuity  ;  and  that 
it  is  entirely  free  from  that  tumid 
phrafeology,  which  dees  not  feem 
to  have  taken  place  till  play-writ- 
jng  had  become  a  trade,  and  our 
poets  found  it  their  intereft  to 
captivate  the  multitude  by  the 
falfe  fublime,  and  by  thofe  ex- 
aggerated imageries  and  pedantic 
metaphors,  which  are  the  chief 
blemifhcj  of  the  fcenes  of  Shake- 
fpeare,  and  which  are  at  this  day 
tnillaken  for  his  capital  beauties 
by  too  many  readers.  Here  alfo 
we  perceive  another  and  a  ilrong 
realon  why  this  play  was  never 
popular." 

This  tragedy,  coming  out  of 
the  hands  of  a  man  of  fuch  repu- 
tation and  abilities  as  Lord  Buck- 
hurli,  was  immediately  followed 
by  Englifh  tranflations  of  the  Jo- 
cafta  of  Euripedes,  by  George 
Gafcoien    and    Francis    Kilwen- 


merfh,  both  of  Grays-Inn,  and  of 
the  Ten  Tragedies  of  Seneca,. 
by  different  hands.  The  antient 
drama  was  by  thefe  means  intro- 
duced and  laid  open  ,o  our  an- 
ceftors,  and  it  muli  u^  confefTed 
that  many  parts  of  their  tranfla- 
tions, if  we  may  judG,e  from  the 
quotations  Mr.  Warton  has  given 
us,  appear  to  have  confidprable 
merit.  Befides  the  antient  dr^ma, 
almoft  all  the  claffical  poets  whe- 
ther Greek  or  Roman  were  tran- 
flated  into  our  language  during 
this  reign.  The  verfions  of  Ho- 
mer, Mufasus,  Virgil,  Horace, 
Ovid,  and  Martial  appeared  in 
Englilli  before  the  year  1580  ; 
thefe,  fays  our  author,  '*  while 
they  contributed  to  familiarize 
the  ideas  of  the  antient  poets  to 
Englifh  readers,  improved  our 
language  and  vernfication  ;  and 
that  in  a  general  view  they  ought 
to  be  confidered  as  .valuable  and 
important  acceffions  to  the  ftock  of 
our  poetical  -  literature.  Thefe 
were  the  claffics  of  Shakefpear." 

From  amongfl  the  various  ex- 
trafts  Mr.  Warton  has  given  us  of 
the  tranflations  in  queftion,  we 
beg  leave  to  lay  before  our  reader 
the  following  one  from  the  trans- 
formation of  Athamas  and  Ino  in 
the  fourth  book  of  Ovid,  by  Ar- 
thur Golding. 


'*  The  furious  iiend  Tifiph  ne,  doth  cloth  her  out  of  hand, 
Jn  garment  Ilreaming  gory  blood,  and  taketh  in  her  hand 
A  burning  crefl'et  {a)  iteept  in  blood,  and  girdeth  her  about 
With  wreathed  fnakcs,  and  fo  goes  forth,  and  at  her  going  out, 
Fearc,  terror,  griefe,  and  penfiuenefi'e,  for  company  flie  tocke. 
And  alfo  madnefTe  with  his  flaight  and  gaftly-ftaring  looke. 
"Within  the  houfe  of  Aihamas  no  fooner  foote  ft^.e  f?t, 
Jiac  tha:  the  polles  began  to  quake,  and  doores  Iccke  black  as  iet. 


(.-;)  A  torch.     The  word  is  ufed  by  Milton, 


The 
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cci 


The  funne  withdrew©  him :  Athamas  and  eke  his  wife  were  caft 

With  ougly  fightes  in  fuch  a  feare,  that  out  of  doorcs  agafl 

They  would  have  fled.     There  ftood  the  fiend,   and  ftopt  their  paf- 

fage  out; 
And  fplaying  (a)  foorth  her  filthy  armes  beknit  with  fnakes  about, 
JDid  tofle  and  waue  her  hateful!  head.     The  fwarme  of  fcaled  fnakes 
Did  make  an  yrkfome  noyce  to  heare,  as  (he  her  treflci  Ihakes. 
About  her  fhoulders  fome  did  craule,  fome  trayling  downe  her  brcl!. 
Did  hifie,  and  fpit  out  poifon  greene,  and  fpirt  with  tongues  infeft. 
Then  from  amid  her  haire  two  fnakes,  with  venymd  hand  flie  drew. 
Of  which  ihe  one  at  Athamas,  and  one  at  Ino  threw. 
The  fnakes  did  craule  about  their  brefts,  infpiring  in  their  heart 
Moft  grieuous  motions  of  the  minde :  the  body  had  no  fmart 
Of  any  wound  :  it  was  the  minde  that  felt  the  cruell  ftinges. 
A  poyfon  made  in  fyrup  wife,  ihe  alfo  with  her  brings. 
The  filrhy  fome  of  Cerberus,  the  cafting  of  the  fnake 
Echidna,  bred  amoi  g  the  fennes,  about  the  Stygian  lake. 
Defire  of  gadding  forth  abroad,  ForgetfuUnefs  of  minde. 
Delight  in   mifchiefe,  WoodnefTe  {i),    Tears,  and  Purpofe  whole  in- 

clinde 
To  cruel]  murther:  all  the  which,  (he  did  together  grinde. 
And  mingling  them  with  new-fiied  blood,  (he  boyled  them  in  braflc. 
And  iHrd  them  with  a  hemlock  ftalke.     Now  while  that  Athamas 
And  Ir.o  flood,  and  quakt  for  feare,  this  poyfon  ranke  and  fell 
She  turned  into  both  their  brefls,  and  made  their  hearts  to  fwell. 
Then  whifking  often  round  about  her  head,  her  balefull  brand. 
She  made  it  f<^one,  by  gathering  winde,  to  kindle  in  her  hand.    . 
Thus,  as  it  were  in  tryumph-wife,  accomplKhing  her  hefl-. 
To  duftie  Pluto's  emptie  realme,  Ihe  gets  her  home  to  reft. 
And  putteth  off  the  fnarled  fnakes  that  gird'ed-in  her  brelt." 

The  loves  of  Hero  and  Leander 


afcribed  to  Muf;£us,  and  the  firH 
book  of  Lucan,  were  tranflated  by 
Chriltopher  Marlowe,  the  con- 
temporary of  Shakefpear,  and  a 
dramatic  poet  of  great  reputation. 
He  was  aifo  the  author  of  many 
beautiful  fonnets,  and  of  thnt  re- 
markable one  called  the  Piijjicnate 
Shepherd  to  his  Loitt,  which  ap- 
pears in  the  Merry  Wives  of 
Wind  for. 


That  Marlowe,   (our  author 

I  muft  haue  wanton  poets,  pleafant  wits, 
Muficiaas,  that  with  touching  of  a  lUing 


obfervcs)  was  admirably  qualified 
for  what  Mr.  Mafon,  with  a  hap- 
py and  judicious  propriety,  calls 
PURE  POETRY,  v,\\\  appear  from 
the  following  paflage  of  his  for- 
gotten tragedy  of  Edward  the 
sLcoxn,  written  in  the  year  1590, 
and  iirft  printed  in  1598.  J  he 
highell  entertainment',  then  ia 
falhion,  are  contrived  for  the  gra- 
tification of  the  infatuated  Ed- 
ward, by  his  profligate  minioa 
Piers  Gaveftcn. 


(*»■)   Difplnyinj. 


(i)  ^l2dn».'s. 


May 


i2c6        ANNUAL    REGISTER,  178:^,' 

May  drawe  the  plyant  king  which  way  I  pleafc. 
MuJlc  and  poetry  are  his  delight; 
Therefore  111  have  Italian  mafques  by  night. 
Sweet  fpeechcs,  comedies,  and  pleafjng  (hewes. 
And  in  day,  when   he  fhall  walke  abroad. 
Like  fylvan  Nymphs  nny  pages  fhall  be  clad, 
My  men  like  iatyrs,  grazing  on   the  lawnes. 
Shall  with  their  goat  feet  dance  the  antick  hay. 
Sometimes  a  Louely  Boy,  in  Dian's  Ihape  (a). 
With  haire  that  gildes  the  water  as  it  glides, 
Crcwnets  of  pearle  about  his  naked  arraes. 

And  in  his  fporttuli  handes  an  oliue-tree, 

»**«**♦* 

Shall  bathe  him  in  a  fpring  :  and  there  hard  by. 
One,   lyke  Acleon,  peeping  through  the  groue, 
Shall  by   the  angry  goddef-    be  transforrii'd. 


Such  thinges  as  thefe  beft  pleafe  his  majeftie." 
The  Iliad  of  Homer  was  tran-     lar  objoftion,    perhaps  not  totally 


flated  by  George  Chapman  to- 
wards the  latter  end  of  tnis  reign. 
Mr.  Wartpn's  account  of  this 
poet  is  as  follows. 

**  In  the  Preface,  he  declares 
that  the  laft  twelve  books  were 
tranflated  in  fifteen  weks:  yet 
with  the  advice  of  hi?  learned  and 
valued  friends,  Majier  Robert 
He-AS  {h),  and  Mafter  Harriots. 
It  is  certain  that  the  whole  per- 
formance betrays  the  negligence 
cf  hatle.  He  pays  his  acknow- 
I('dgemefit?  to  his  "  mofi  ancient, 
*'  iearned,  and  right  noble  friend, 
*'  Majier  Richard  Stapilton  (<), 
•*  the  firrt  mod  defertfuil  mouer, 
*'  in  the  frame  of  our  Homer." 
He  endeavours  to  obviate  a  popu- 


groundlefs,  that  he  confulted  the 
profe  Latin  verfion  more  than  the 
Greek  original.  He  fays,  fenfi- 
bly  enough,  "  it  is  the  part  of 
"  euery  knowing  and  iudicious 
"  in  erpreter,  not  to  follow  the 
"  number  and  order  of  v/ords,  but 
"  the  materiall  things  themfelues, 
**  and  fentences  to  weigh  dili- 
"  gently  ;  and  to  clothe  and  a- 
"  dome  them  with  words,  and 
"  fuch  a  llile  and  forme  of  ora- 
"  tion,  as  are  moil  apt  for  the 
"  language  into  which  they  are 
•*  conuerted."  The  danger  lies, 
in  too  lavifli  an  application  of  this 
fort  of  cloathing,  that  it  may  not 
difgiiife  what  it  (hould  only  adorn, 
I  do  not  fay  that  this  is  Chapman's 


(a)   That  is,  af^injT  tlu-  part  of  Diana. 

(Z»)  Tills  Rohcit  Hues,  or  Huhus,  was  a  fcholar,  a  good  geogi-apher  and 
mathenintician,  and  publiihed  a  tract  in  Latin  on  the  Globes,  Lond.  1593. 
Svo.  With  other  pieces  in  that  way.  There  was  alio  a  Robert  Hughes  who 
wrote  a  Dictionary  of  the  Englifli  and  Perfic.  See  Wood,  Ath.  Oxon.  i. 
571.  Hisr.  Antic^it.  Univ.  Oxon.  Lib.  ii.  p.  2S8.  b. 

(c)  Already  nicnnoned  as  the  publllher  of  a  poetical  mifcellany  in  1593. 
Supr.  p.  4.01.  "  The  fpiritual!  poems  or  hymnes  of  R.  S."  are  entered  ta  J. 
Eiiibie,  Oil.  17,  1595.  Rkgistr.  St.^^tion.  C.  fol.  3.  b. 

fault : 
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fault :  but  he  has  by  no  means  re- 
prefented  the  dignity  or  the  fim- 
plicity  of  Homer.  He  is  fometimes 
paraphraftic  and  redundant,  but 
snore  frequently  retrenches  or  im- 
poveri flies  what  he  could  not  feel 
and  exprefs.  In  the  mean  time, 
he  labours  with  the  inconvenience 
of  an  aukward,  inharmonious,  and 
unheroic  meafure,  impofed  by 
cuftom,  but  difgullful  to  modern 
ears.  Yet  he  i-.  not  always  with- 
out ftrength  or  fpirjc.  He  has  en- 
riched our  language  with  many 
compound  epithets,  fo  much  in 
the  manner  of  Homer,  fuch  as 
t\\e  Jt/'ver-yhotei/ Thei'is,  thejii'ver- 
throned  Juno,  the  triple -feathered 
helme,  the  high-<vjalled  Thebes, 
the  f aire  hair td  boy,  the  Jtlver' 
f.onjcing  floods,  the  hugely  peopled 
towns,  the  Grecians  na'vybouyid^ 
i}cii  firang-'iuinged  lance,  and  many 
more  which  might  be  collefted. 
Dryden  reports,  chat  Waller  never 
could  read  Chapman's  Homer  with- 
out a  degree  of  tranfport.  Pope 
is  of  opinion,  that  Chapman  co- 
vers his  defedls  "  by  a  daring 
*'  fiery  fpirlt  that  animates  his 
••  tranflation,  which  is  fomething 
•*  like  what  one  might  imagine 
*'  Homer  himfelf  to  have  writ  be- 
**  fore  he  arrived  to  years  of  difcre- 
**  lion."  But  his  fire  is  too  fre- 
quently darkened,  by  that  fort  of 
fuftian  which  now  disfigured  the 
diclion  of  our  tragedy." 

Chapman  alfo,  in  the  year  1614, 


publiflied  the  Odyfea,  which  he  de- 
dicated to  Carr  Earl  of  Somerfet. 

In  addition  tothe  antient  authors 
of  Greece  and  Rome,  tranflations 
of  moft  of  the  Italian  poets  into 
Englifli  took  place  towards  the 
clofe  of  this  century.  Ariollo, 
the  tales  of  Boccace,  Bandello,  and 
of  other  Italian  authors,  were 
tranflated  into  our  language,  and 
became  the  foundation  of  many 
of  the  works  of  Shakefpear,  Dry- 
den and  others.  Whatever  could 
enrich,  or  furnifh  with  matter 
our  future  poets,  was  now  fliow- 
ered  down  upon  them  with  un- 
common exuberance.  Our  lan- 
guage was  confiderably  improved, 
the  beauties  of  antient  literature 
were  ftudied  and  copied  with  fuc- 
cefs,  the  works  of  the  modern 
claflics,  if  I  may  fo  call  them, 
were  laid  open  to  our  anceilors  et  in 
medium  proferiintur,  and  finally  our 
poetry  was  arrived  at  that  point, 
when  fhe  had  neither  contraded 
the  feverity  of  age,  nor  was  fo 
much  a  child  as  to  be  pleafed  mod 
with  what  was  moll  ilrange  and 
unnatural. 

As  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
lad  i'eftion  of  this  volume,  con- 
taining a  general  view  and  cha- 
rader  of  the  poetry  of  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth's age,  is  inferted  in  ano- 
ther part  of  our  Regilter  for  this 
year  •,  we  fliall  not  touch  upon  it 
here. 


*  See  p.  141.  of  this  lad  part. 
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caufis  operate  fi ill  farther  in  their  confequences  ;  n.vhich  off-cl  the  nx:hole 
face  and  nature  of  the  ivar  in  the  nevu  nxjorld,  and  entirely  frufirate  the 
grand  'vienvs  formed  by  France  and  America,  for  the  remainder  of  the  cam- 
paign. Spanijh  fleet  and  army  proceed  to  the  Hanjannah  ;  and  M-  de 
Guichen  returns  from  St.  Domingo,  'with  a  convoy,  to  Europe.  Great 
preparations  ?nade  by  the  Americans  for  effeilually  co-operating  -o:i:h  the 
French  forces  on  the  arrival  ofM.  de  Guichen.  WafiAngton  s  army  in- 
creafed  for  that  purpofe,  to  20,000  men.  Innjafion  cf  Catiada  intended, 
and  preparatory  pre  clamalions  ifj'ued  by  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette.  Caifes 
nuhich  pre'vented  M.  de  Guichen  from  proceeding  to  North  America.  Sir 
George  Rodney  arrives ,  nx;ith  a  fquadron,  at  Nenu  York.  [  1 3 


CHAP.       iir. 

Dreadful  hurricane  in  the  Wefi  Indies.  Defiruflion  and  calimity  in  Bar" 
badces,  St.  Lucia,  Granada,  St.  Vl^cenis.  Guat  Uffes fflained,  and 
dangers  encountered,  by  the  Britifi?  1: aval  force  in  thcfe  J'eas.  French 
iflands.  Humanity  of  the  Marquis  de  Bcuille.  H^,rriiai,e  in  Jamaica. 
Tcvjn  of  Sa'v.tnna  In  Mar  over-'Mhelmed.  Large  trail  of  rich  couviry, 
in  a  great  meafurc  dflroyed.  Difirefes,  and  gre.:t  loffes,  rf  the  inhabi- 
tants. Bounty  rf  the  crcnxjn  and  parliament.  Liberal  bene*'acli:ns  cf 
indinjiduals.  Neiv  York.  Negotiation,  beliveen  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and 
the  American  General  Arnold.  Major  Andre  employed  in  the  completion 
of  the  fchrme.  Is  taken  in  difguife,  on  his  ri  turn  from  th:  American 
camp.  AvciMS  his  name  and  condition  in  a  letter  to  Gin  Wajhingfcn. 
Gen.  Arnold  ej'capcs  cu  board  the  Vulture  Jhip  of  ijjr.r.  V.-irions  letters 
written,  aid  means  ineff: dually  ufed,  in  order  to  J'o'vc  M'jor  Andre f mm 
the  impending  danger,  lie  it  tried  bj  a  board  of  American  General  Ofiiers, 
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His  candour  and  mngnanimity  on  the  trial :  is  fentenced  on  hii.oiKin  confef. 
Jlon^  and  the  tejhmony  of  the  papers  luhich  nuere  found  upon  him.  Libe- 
rality ^vilh  'which  he  ivas  treated,  and  his  Jenfe  of  it.  His  untimel-\f 
death  clofes  the  tragedy.  Unnfual  fympathy  iKhicb  he  excited  in  the 
Atnerican  army.  Gen.  Arnold  is  appointed  to  a  cofitmand  in  the  Britifh 
army.  Piiblijhes  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  America  ;  and  a  pro- 
clamation ^  direSied  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  continental  army.. 
Dijlrejfes  in  the  American  army^  and  fome  of  their  caufes.  [30 


CHAP.         IV. 

War  in  South  Carolina.  State  of  affairs  after  the  battle  of  Camden, 
Inadion  caufed  by  the  pukly  fajon.  Sequefratioti  of  EJlates.  Ccl.  Fer- 
gufon  defeated  and  killed  07i  the  King" s  Mcuntai?!.      Gen.   Sumpter  routed 

.  by  Col.  Tarlcton.  Brig.  Gen.  Lejlie  fent  on  an  expedition  from  Ne-iv 
York  to  the  Chefapeak.  Proceeds  to  Charles  To^vn,  and joi?is  Lord  Corn- 
n.vallis.  Gen.  Greene  arrives  in  North  Carolina,  aiid  takes  the  com- 
7nand  of  the  Southern  American  army.  Colonel  Tar  let  on  d if  patched  to 
oppcfe  General  Morgan,  luho  advances  on  the  fide  of  Ninety-Six. 
Tar  let  on  defeated  n.vith  great  Icfs.  JJ 7 fortunate  ccnfequences  of  the  de- 
ftriiLlicn  of  the  lig^ht  troops  under  Fergufon  and  Tar  let  on.  Lord  Corn- 
nvallis  enters  North  Carolina  by  the  upper  roads.  Lea-ves  Lord  Raiv- 
don  nvith  a  confderable  force  at  Camden,  to  refrain  the  commotions 
in  South  Carolina.  Vigorous,  hut  ineffedual  purfuit  of  Morgan. 
DefiruSiion  of  the  baggage  in  the  Britifh  army.  Admirable  teinper  cf  the 
troops,  Mafterly  mcvcments  hy  Lord  Corn-ival/is  for  pafjing  the  Ca- 
tarvba.  General  Williamfon  killed,  and  his  party  routed.  Militia 
furprized  and  routed  by  Tarlcton.  Rapid  purfu.it  of  Morgan,  ^who 
notvjithfanding  paffes  the  Yadkin,  and  fecures  the  boats  on  the  other  fide. 
Britify  army  march  to  Salifhury  ;  fro.>n  ivhence  Lord  Cornivallis  pro- 
ceeds nvith  the  ui77icfi  expedition  tofeize  the  fords  on  the  ri'ver  Dan,  a7id 
thereby  cut  Greene  off  from  Virginia.  Succeeds  /;/  gaining  the  fords. 
Rapid  purfuit  of  the  American  ar7ny.  Their  efcape,  by  U7iexpe£iedly 
paffing  the  Roanoke.  Extraordinary  exertions  and  hardjhips  of  the 
Britljh  ar7ny.  Proceeds  to  Hillfoorough.  Expedition  fro7n  Charles- 
Toivn  to  Cape  Fear  Ri-v^r".  Wilmington  taken,  and  7nad^  a  place  of 
ar7ns  and  fupply.  Gen.  Greene,  being  rei7!forced,  retur/is  from  Vir- 
ginia ;  and  the  Britifh  army  marches  to  Alle?na7ice  Creek.  Skirmifh  be- 
i-vje(.7t  Tarleton's  corps,  and  Lee^s  legion.  Gree77e  fulls  back  to  the 
Reedy  Fork.  Strange  defeil  of  intellige7ice,  experienced  by  the  Britijh 
ge7ieral  in  horth  Carolina.  America7i  ariny  being  farther  reinforced, 
,Gen.  Greene  again  ad'vances.  Mo-vements  ott  both  fides  preparatory  to 
the  battle  of  Guildford.  Account  cf  that  fenjere  and  '-^ell-fought  ac- 
tion. Britifj  offuers  killed  and  ^wounded.  Col.  Wehfter  dies  of  his 
njjounds.  Gen.  Greene  retires  to  the  Iron  Works  on  ^froublcfome  Creek. 
Lord  Cornvjallis  obliged  to  7narch  to  tue  Deep  River,  throu-h  the  nvant 
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cf  provijions  and  forage^  NcceJ/ities  and  dijlrejfe^  of  tie  army,  chligi 
Lord  Corn-Mallis  to  proceed  to  Wilmingtcn  for  j applies.  Unufual  confe- 
quences  of  'viclory.  [50 

CHAP.        V. 

Expedition  to    firginia  under  General  Arnold.      State  of  grievances  'zvhich 
led  to  the  }nutiny  in  the  American  army.     Poifylxiania  line^  after  a  feu  fie 
tjuith  their  officers,   march  ojf  from  the  camp,  and  chufe  a  ferjeant  to  be 
their   leader.     Meffage,  and  flag  of  truce ,  produce  no  fatisfaSlory  anf'wer 
from  the  infurgents,    nvho  proceed  flrjl    to  Middle-Brook,    and    then    to 
Prince Tonjcn.     Meafures  ujed  b^  Sir  Hfr.ry  Clinton  to  profit  of  this  de- 
feSlion.     He  pafj'es   oHjer  to  Staten  Ifland,  and  fends  agents  to  make  ad- 
•van'.ageoui  propofals  to  the  mutineers.     Propofals  for  an  accommodation ^ 
funded  on   a  redrefs  of  grievances,  7nade  by  Gen.  Reed,  and  favourably 
refeived  by  the  infurgents',  -ivho  march  from  Prince -T'oivn    to  Trenton 
upon  the  Delaujare,  and  deliver  up  the  agent s  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 
Grievances   redreffed,    and  matters  finally  fettled   by  a  committee  of  the 
congrefs.      Ravages  made  bj  Arnold  in  Firginia,  draiv  the  attention  cf 
the  French,  as  ^vell  as  the  Americans,  to  that  country.      Gen   Wafping- 
ton  di/patches  the  Mc^rquis   dc  la  Fayette  vjith  forces  to  its  relief.     Ex' 
pedilion  to  the  Chefapeak,   concerted  by  M.  de  Tcrnay,  and  the  Count  Ro' 
chambeau,  at  Rhode  Ifiand,  for  the  fame  purpofe,  and  to  cut  off  Gen, 
Arnold's  retreat.      Admirals  Arbuthnnt  and  Graves  encounter  the  French 
fleet,    and  o^jcrthrovj  all  their  defigns  in  the  Chefapeak.      Lord  Corn' 
'zuallis's    departure    to   Wilraington,    enables    Gen.    Greene    to  direH  his 
operations   to   South    Carolina.     Situation    of  Lord  Ravudon   at  Camden. 
American  army  appears  before  that  place.      Greene  attacked  in  his  campy 
a>id  defeated.      Geniral  revolt   in  the  interior  country  of  South  Carolina, 
Difficulties    of  Lord  Ravodori s  fituation,    notvoithftanding  his    viilory. 
Obliged  to  abandon  Camden,    and  retire  to  Nelfon  s  Ferry,    nuhere    he 
paffits   the  Santee.     Britijh  pofis^  taken,   and  general  hoftdity  of  the  pro- 
'  njtnce.      Great  havock  made  by  the  Generals  Phillips  and  Arnold  in  Vir- 
ginia.    Extreme  difficulties  of  Lord  Cornvjallis's  fituation  at  Wilningtoi, 
Undertakes    a    long    mirch    to  Virginia  ;    arrives    at  Peierjburgh,  and 
receives  an  account  of  Gen.  Phillips'"  s  death.     Arrival  cf  three  regiments 
from  Ireland  at  Charles  J'ovjn,   enables  Lord  RTivdon  to    march  to  the 
reliej  cf  Nin<ty-Six.     Gen,  Greene,  having  failed  in  his  attempt  to  take 
the  fort    bffiorm,   ralfes  theficge,  upon  the  apprcach  of  the  Britijh  ar^J'.y, 
and  is  'vigoroufiy ,   but  incffeduaHy  purfued.      Works  at  Ninety  Six  de- 
ftroycd,   and  the  place  abandoned.     Lord  Ratjudon  marches  to  the  Conga- 
rees  ;   is  difappointed  jn  the  exp^fied  junSiion  of  Col.  Stuart,  and  »jrrovjly 
ffcapes  being  furrcunded  by  the  entmy ,  vjho  had  intercepted  the  intelligence 
of  Stuart's  failure.     He  forces  his  luay  through  Congaree  creek,    and  is 
joined  by  Col.  Stuart  at  Orangeburgh,      Gen.  Grtene  advances   to  attack 
the  Britijh  army,   but   retires  again  in  tie  ni^ht.      Ca'np,figH  clofts,  and 
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f^tuettion  of  the  hojlile  forces  during  the  flckly  feafon.  Incredible  hard- 
Jhips  fujlainedy  and  difficulties  fiirmoimted,  by  the  Britijh  troops  in  the 
tnx-o  Carclinas,  \jz 

CHAP.       VI. 

Great  Icfs  fvflaincd  by  the  Spanijh  feet  in  a  hurricane,  on  its  nvay  to  the 
attack  of  I'Veji  Florida.  Is  refitted,  and  again  proceeds  from  the  Ha- 
vanna.  Penfacola  iti'vefed  by  fea  and  land.  Gallant  defence.  Prin- 
cipal redoubt  bloivn  up  by  accident,  ^uuhich  compels  Go-cernor  Chefier, 
iuid  General  Campbell,  to  a  furrender.  I'PrJl  Indies.  Inef'eSlual  attempt 
on  the  Ifand  of  St.  Vincent.  Dutch  ifland  of  St.  Euftaiius  taken  by  the 
Britif}  fleet  and  army ,  under  Sir  George  Rodney  and  Gc?ieral  Faughan. 
Prodigious  booty.  Iflands  of  St.  Martin  and  Saba  furrender,  Dutch 
man  of  nuar  and  con-voy,  on  their  return  to  Europe,  purfued  and  taken, 
The  fetilements  of  Demerary,  Iffequibo,  and  the  Berbices,  on  the  coafi  of 
Surina?n,  make  a  tender  of  fubmiffion  to  the  Britifh  go'vernment,  and  are 
granted  favourable  conditions.  Difcontents,  ccfnplainis,  and  Ici'uj  fuits, 
occcficned  by  the  confifcation  of  private  property  at  St.  Eufiaiius.  M.  de 
Graffe  arrives  'v:ith  a  fleet  and  great  con'uoy  in  the  Wefl -Indies  from 
Europe,  Engagement  bet'iveen  hiin  and  tbe  Admirals  Sir  Samuel  Hood 
and  Drake,  in  the  Channel  of  St.  Lucia,  Sir  George  Rodney  departs 
from  St.  En  ft  alius  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy.  IneffeSlfve  at- 
tempt made  by  the  Marquis  de  Bouille  07i  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia.  French 
invaflon  of  the  ifland  of  Tobago.  Vigorous  defence.  Public  fpirit  cf  the 
planters.  Surrendered  by  capitulation,  M.  de  Graffe,  halving  efcorted 
a  'vaft  con'voy  on  its  --way  to  Europe,  proceeds  nvith  his  fleet  to  the  Chefa- 
peak.  Sir  George  Rodney  returns  to  England  ;  and  Sir  Samuel  Heed 
fails  'With  a  fquadron  to  counter  ad  the  deflgns  of  De  Graffe  at  the  Chefa- 
feak.  [98 

CHAP.        VII. 

Lord  Cornvoallis^s  progrefs  in  Virginia.  PaJJes  the  Rimer  Jajnes,  and  the 
South  Anna.  Parties  detached  to  fcour  the  interior  country.  Arms  and 
flares  deflroyed.  Army  falls  back  tonvards  the  fed.  Rear  attac/^ed  en  the 
tnarch  to  Williamfburg.  ASlion  pre^uious  to  pajjing  the  River  James. 
Lord  Cornvjallis  fortifies  the  pofls  of  York  Tonxn,  and  Gloucefler  Point. 
Tranfaclions  on  the  flde  of  Nenu  York,  jfunilion  of  the  American  army 
under  Gen.  Wciflnngtcn,  and  the  French  forces  under  the  Count  de  Ro. 
chambeau,  on  the  White  Plains.  Appearatices  of  an  attack  on  hevj 
York,  Statcn  Ifland,  and  Sandy  Hook.  Combined  army  fuddenly  march 
to  the  Delaivare,  ivhich  they  pafs  at  Trenton,  and  continuing  their 
courfe  through  Philadelphia,  arrived  at  the  head  of  Elk.  Expedition, 
under  the  condud  of  Gen,  Arnoll,  to  Nevj  London.  Defperate  defence 
made  at  Fort  Grifvjold,  vuhich  is  taken  by  florni,  viith  confederablc  lofs. 
Nevj  London  burnt.     Great  lofs  fuflaiiicd  by  the  Americans,  in  the  de- 
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JlruSiicn  of  iio.'val  Jiores  and  mercbanJize.  Sir  Samuel  Hood  arrives  off 
the  Che/apeak  ;  and  net  meeting  the  fquadron  from  Ne-iv  Tork,  proceeds 
to  Sandy  Hook.  M.  de  Barras  fails  from  Rhode  IJldnd  to  join  the  Count 
de  GraJJe.  Admiral  Gra'ves  departs  from  Neiv  Tork.  M.  de  GraJTe 
arri-jes  from  the  Pi'ejl  Indies  in  the  Chef  apeak.  Engagement  betiveen  the 
Britijh  and  French  ficets.  Lord  Corn-zuallis^s  army  clofcly  blocked  up  on 
the  Jide  of  the   Chefupeak,     The  c'vibined  ar?ny  are  conveyed    by  nuater 

from  Baltimore,  and  join  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette's  forces  at  Wil~ 
liamjlurg.  Pcjls  at  York  and  Gloucejier  clofely  invejied.  Siege  regu- 
larly formed,  and  trenches  opened  by  the  enemy.  Refolution  of  a  council 
of  tear  at   Neiv  Tork,  to  ufe  e-very  exertion  of  the  feet  and  army  for  the 

fee  our   of  the  farces   in    Virginia.      Unavoiuable  delay    in    refitting   the 

fleet.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  embarks,  •■with  7 coo  land  forces,  on  board  the 
men  of  ivar.  Defences  of  I'ork  Totun  ruined,  and  the  Latteries  filenced, 
by  the  fuperior  iveight  of  the  enemy^s  artillery.  Take  tnjuo  redoubts  and 
complete  their  fecond  parallel.  Succej'sful  fally .  The  pofi  being  no  longer 
tenable.  Lord  Corn-cvallis  attempts  to  pafs  the  troops  o-ver  to  Gloucefier 
Point  in  the  night,  but  the  defgn  is  fruft rated  by  a  J'udden  Jiorm.  He  is 
obliged  to  enter  into  a  capitulation  vjith  Gen.  Wofhington.  Conditions, 
The  Britijh  fleet  and  army  arrive  cjf  the  Chefupeak,  five  days  after  the 

fur  render.  f  1 1 8 

CHAP.        VIII. 

State  of  aflairs  during  the  reccfs.  Confequences  if  the  riots  in  London. 
Caufs  '-which  led  to  the  difolution  of  parliament,  Rejolutions  of  the 
Torkfbire  committee,  and  of  other  affociated  bodies.  Delegates  appointed 
to  attend  in  London.  General  eleilion.  Capture  of  Mr.  Laurens,  and 
his  comimtUxl  to  the  Tonjucr.  Efleil  produced  by  his  papers  in  precipitating 
the  <war  'with  Holland.  Sir  fofeph  Ycrke  vjithdratms  from  the  Hague. 
Manifejfo.  Neiv  lords  crated  Earl  of  Carlifle  appointed  to  the  go- 
vernment of  Ireland.  Meeting  of  parliament.  Debates  on  the  choice  of 
a  fpcaker.  Mr.  Coniev/all  ch-^.fn.  Speech  from  the  throne.  Addreffcs. 
Amendments  propofed,  and  rejected,  in  both  houfes.  Grint  of  J'amcn. 
Vole  of  thanks  to  the  late  fpeaker . — To  the  Bntijh  generals  and  admiral 
in  America.  Debate  on  the  cippointment  of  Sir  Hugh  Paliifer  to  the  go- 
vernment of  Greenivich  hc/pitat,      Recefs.  \.^1)7 


CHAP.       IX. 

Declaration  of  v.-ar  againfi  Holland,  and  h.fl.lities  commenced.  Mejfage 
from  the  thrrne.  Debates  on  the  Dutch  tv.ir.  Addrefs  moved  by  the 
?ninifler.  Aviendment  ;:toved  by  Lord  John  Cavcndijh.  The  ..menctment 
rejected  upon  a  dfvifon ;  fecona  amendment  by  Lord  Mabon  rejected,  and 
the  original  address  pnffed.  Addrei's  moved  for  in  the  Hcufe  cf  Lcr.n  hy 
Lord  Stormont ;  and  an  amendment  by  the  Duke  of  RiJ^mond.  UnuJ..:iUy 
late  debate.     Amen.iment  rejeiled  on  a  divifton.      T'wa  Protcfls.     Ar. 
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'Fox^s  inotisn  rclaii've  to  the  appcintment  of  Sir  Hugh  P alii fer  to  the  ^6- 
ijernment  of  Greemvicb  Hofpital.  Amendment  mcjed  hy  the  minijier , 
and  rft.r  much  debate  carried  upojt  a  di'vijioji.  Mr.  Fox^s  concluding 
motion  e-vaded,  by  mouing  for  tbe  order  of  the  day.  India  affairs.  Com- 
plaints Ggainji  the  fuprcme  judicature  of  Bengal.  T'lvo  petitions  from 
India  ;  one,  from  the  gcvernor  general  and  council  at  Calcutta ;  the 
other,  from  the  Britijh  fubje£is  ref.ding  in  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Oriffa. 
Seleli  committee  of  fifteen  ballotted  for,  to  examine  the  grounds  of  the 
petitions.  \fi6z 

CHAP.        X. 

Debates  on  Mr.  Burke' s  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  civil  lift  eftablifhments, 
Queftion  for  the  fecend  reading  o^uer-riiled  upon  a  di'vifeon,  and  the  bill 
pat  of  for  fx  months.      Debates  on  the  fubjeSl  of  the  loan,     Mr.  Fox's 
motion  for  omitting  the  lottery  claufe,  rejeSted  upon  a  di'vifo'n.      Farther 
debates  and  ftriSlures  upon  the  loan.     Another  motion  againft  the  lottery , 
luhich  is  again  o'ver-ruled  upon  a  divifion.     Mr.  Byng^s  motion  for  a  lift 
of  fubfcribers  to  the  loan,  agreed  to  ;   other  motions  rejeSled.     Motion  for 
the  co}?imit7nent  of  Sir  P.  f .  Gierke' s  contraSiors  hill,  o'ver-ruled  upon  a 
dinjifion.     Mr.  Crenve's  bill  for  refraining  re'venue  rfcers  from  noting 
en  eledions  of  members  of  parliatnent ,   rejeSled  upon  a  divifoti.     Debate 
on  the  Duke  of  Bolton's  motion  for  ati  enquiry  into  the  condu£i  of  the  nauy  ; 
motion  ivithdraujti.      Loan   bill  oppofcd  by  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham, 
Proteft  againft  it.     Report  from   the  felell  committee  on  India  a  fairs. 
Debates  on  the  minfter's  motion  for  a  fecret  committee  to  enquire  into  the 
caufes  of  the  n.var  in  the  Carnatic.     Motion  for  an  amendment ,  that  the 
co/fimittee  tnight  he  open,    rpje3ed  on  a  dinjijion.      Great  debates  on  Sir 
George  Sa^ille's  motion,  for   referring   the  petition  from   the  delegated 
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